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c ,h P fettled natives on the iea coafts, and is 

£ t£ fchook, as well as ufed in places of 
taught m 

W °Sl P Arabian exportation of coffee fhay be eftimated 
,r Twelve millions five hundred and fifty thoufand 
* • uV The European companies take off a million 
™K half the Suez fleet fix millions and a half ; the 
rt^thrt^fflions and a half; Indoftan, die Mai- 
^ and the Arabian colonies on the coaft of Africa, 
2So* ^nd the caravans a million. The coffee pur- 
5 £f«l bv the Europeans and caravans is the belt that 
can be procured. And here we cannot omit to men- 
. t jJ at t he roving Arabs raife a contribution on the 
raTavans * thofe which travel from Damar to Mecca 
nrocure an uninterrupted journey for the confideration 
of an hundred and fifty thoufand livres, to which the 
Grand Seignior is fubje&ed. 

Mocha is lupplied by Abyflinia with mufk, fheep, 
elephants teeth, and fiaves ; by the eaftern coaft of 
Africa, with gold, amber, ivory, and flaves ; by the 
Perfian Gulph with corn and tobacco ; by Surat, with 
linens; by Pondicherry and Bombay with copper, lead 
and iron, carried thither from Europe ; and by Ma- 
labar with rice, ginger, and other articles. ^ None of 
thefe branches of trade, however, thus carried on at 
Mocha, can be faid to be under the management of 
the natives ; the warehoufes are occupied and regulated 
by the Banians of Surat or Guzaret. 

To the port of Iodda (which is fituated near the 
centre of the Gulph of Arabia, about 20 leagues from 
Mecca, and where the Grand Seignior and the xeriffof 
Mecca (hare the authority and revenues between them) 
Surat fends annually three mips, laden with filks, cot- 
ton, linens, fhawls, ore. 

SECTION V. 

j 

Religion of the Arabs. Prevalence of imp oft tire and fu- 
ferftition. Tenets and ceremonies. Defcription of the 
pilgrimage to the temple of Mecca. 

WITH refpefb to the religion of the ancient A- 
rabs, fome of them had more enlightened no- 
tions of the Deity than others ; lb that their worfhip 
was proportioned to their knowledge. 

The celebeated Dr. Wells obferves, " Chriftianity 
was taught here by St. Paul and his difciples ; lb that 
it received the light of the gofpel very early ; but, in 
many parts it was much clouded, if not totally eclipfed 
long before the grand impoftor Mahomet, their coun- 
tryman, made his appearance ; and upon their being 
fubdued by the Turks, they embraced his religion. 
But, in more ancient days, they were idolaters : hence 
Alexander the Great was induced to attempt the con- 
queft of them, that he might be worfhipped by them 
as a deity j for though great numbers had an exalted 
idea of one all-ruling omnifcient and omniprefent Be- 
in S> v <* many had other deities." 

Many of the modern Arabs carry about with them a 
Paragraph of the koran, which they place upon their 
brealts, or few under their caps, to prevent fafcination; 
lo addicted are they to fuperftiiion. 

They have a great veneration for the Marabbats, who 
are deemed faints, and are per tons of a rigid and au- 
itere life, continually employing themfelves either in 

counting oxer their beads, or elfe in prayer and medi- 
tation. * 1 

So infatuated were thefe people in favour of Maho- 
nut, that, on his death, they would not fuffer the dead 
oociy of the impoftor to be interred, till Abubeker, 
, / uccm,,n g caliph, produced feveral paffages from 
11c Koran, convincing the deluded multitude, that, ac- 

anr! 1?$? . n f turc of lMn B»» Mahomet mull be really 
and abfolutely dead. 7 

rrn,,lr C i f °r Ur f " ni l am enta1 points of religious praftice 
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and making a pilgrimage to Mecca . 

4 we is purification performed by rubbing, aad 
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which is enjoined in the fiftieth chapter of the koran. 
It is called Al Tayamon, denoting properly the adfcion 
of taking any thing from the furface, as fine fand from 
the furface of the earth ; whence the parts of the body 
are fometimes rubbed with line fand, inftead of beiriig 
wafhed with water. The words of the koran are, " If 
ye be tick, or on a journey ; or if ye have touched 
women, and ye find no water, take fine clean land, and 
rub yourfelves therewith." 

Befides thefe purifying ceremonies, there is the ce- 
remony of circumcifion ; which, though not directly 
required in the koran, is yet held by the Mahometans 
to have been originally of Divine institution, and is 
exercifed on children as foon as they are able to pro- 
nounce the profeflion of their faith. 

It is a maxim, too, with the muflulmen, that as 
combing the hair, paring the nails, and plucking out 
the hairs of the arm-pits, are all points of cleanfinefs, 
they are efTentially necefTary to internal purification ; 
and thefe therefore are looked upon as indifpenfible 
duties. 

Every ftrict and confeientious muflulman performs 
public prayer five times a day, in confequence of the 
Divine command pretended to have been given to Ma- 
homet for that purpofe : this he does either in a mofque 
pr in fome other place that is clean, after a preformed 
form, and with a certain number of praifes or ejacula- 
tions. 

The muflulmen of Mecca, when in a mofque, muff, 
when they pray, turn their faces towards the temple of 
Mecca. 

The Mahometans do not attend divine fcrvice in ele- 
gant apparel, but drefs themfelves only with a becom- 
ing and confident decency ; and are, for the mod part, 
predeftinarians. 

Of the article of predeftination the impoftor Ma- 
homet made a very political ufe, efpecialiy at the battle 
of Ohod, in which he was repulfed by the Coraiichites. 
He calmed the minds of his party after their defeat, 
by reprefenting to them, that the time of every man's 
death is decreed and predetermined by God ; and that, 
therefore, thofe who fell in the battle of Ohod could 
not poflibly have lived had they (laid at home : for the 
inevitable hour of their diflblution was arrived. 

There is annually a moll numerous and folemn pil- 
grimage of the Mahometans to the Masjad-Al-Haran, 
or Sacred Temple of Mecca ; which pilgrimage was 
inftituted by Mahomet. 

To this holy temple, in the ancient city of Mecca, 
a prodigious concourfe of people relbrt. The temple 
(lands in the center of the town, and hath a famous 
caaba, or fquare ftrudUire, peculiarly hallowed and fet 
apart for worfhip : its door is of filver, and a golden 
fpout carries off the water from the roof. It is 24 cu- 
bits in length, 23 in breadth, and iy in heighth. On 
the north fide, within a femicircular inclofure, is a ce- 
lebrated white Hone, faid to be the fepulchrc of Ifli- 
mael, which referves the water that falls from the golden 
fpout. The caaba has a double roof, fupported within 
by octangular pillars, between which hang filver lamps : 
the outfide is covered with rich black damafk, adorned 
with an embroidered band of gold, which is changed 
every year, being provided by the Grand Seignior. 
Juft without the incloluic, on the fouth, north, and 
weft fides of the caaba, are three buildings, in which 
three particular fedts aflemble to perform their devo- 
tions. 

To this antique and celebrated edifice the pilgrims, 
in prodigious numbers, annually refort, when there is a 
fair held for all forts of merchandize j people, in crouds, 
from different nations, affembling, to the amount ge- 
nerally of not lefs than ao,ooo, at which time even ihe 
very vaults of molques, and the caves of neighbour- 
ing mountains, are ftorcd with rich commodities. 

It mud be obferved, that the holy temple is opened 
four times in the year * but it ii at the folemn fcaft of 
the Bayram, or Eafter, when the arcatHt multitude af- 
lemble, who puiclufc relics of tne old black damalk 

covering, 
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covering, previous to its being fucceeded by a new one 
from the Grand Seignior. 

The pilgrims bound to Mecca commonly wear a lbrt 
of black cloak, which is fattened about the neck with 
a long hoop, and hangs loofe behind. As foon as they 
have got into the city, they proceed to the holy tem- 
ple, and walk round it feveral times, the three firft in 
a very quick pace, to manifeft their readinefs to fight 

for the true worfhip of God. 

From the mountain of Mina the priefts deliver their 
pious harangues, and afterwards in the vale make frefh 
Sacrifices of fbeep, the flefli of which is diftributed 
among the poor. 

Thevenot afferts, that when he was in this part of the 
globe, upwards of 6odo perfons belonging to one ca- 
ravan died in the road between Cairo and Mecca, by 
the hot winds, and other calamities and that the ef- 
fects of fuch as die devolve to the priefls. 

As the northern Arabs owe fubjedtion to the Turks, 
and arc governed by bafhaws refiding amongft them, 
they receive confulerable gratuities from the Grand 
Seignior, for protecting the pilgrims from being plun- 
dered by their countrymen. 

Having had frequent occafion to mention the arch 
impoflor Mahomet, we mail now prefent our readers 
with an account of the life of that dilHnguifhed hypo- 
crite; which we (hall conclude with the hiftory of the 
caliphs his fucceflbrs and then proceed to a defcrip- 
tion of fuch of the cities of Arabia as are worthy at- 
tention. 

SECTION VI. 

Memoirs of the Grand Jmpoftcr Mahomet, from his Birth 

to his Death. 

THAT fmpular character Mahomet, or Mahomed, 
a& ftiled by the Aiabians, was boinat Mecca, in 
the fixth century, in the reign of Jutiinian XI. emperor 
of Contiantinople. Mahomet, though illiterate, and 
of mean birth, poiTerTcd :i mod flirewd undemanding. 
He was left an orphan at ;>hout c'ncht years of age, and 
Abuteleb, his uncle, took him under his care. Till 
the age of twenty he lived with his uncle, who was a 
factor, and afterwards entered into the fervid of a 
wealthy merchant, who dying, Mahomet made his ad- 
dreffes to Cadiga his widow, and married her. 

During the time he was in the fervice of h ; s uncle, 
Mahomet travelled into Syria, Palefline, and Egypt, 
where he made particular obfervations on the great va- 
riety of religious feels, whole antipathy againlt each 
other Teemed inveterate, ar the fame time that, in ma- 
ny points, the majority of them evidently concurred. 

He continued his c ommercial connections for fome 
years with fj;rtut fuccefs after his marriage with Cadiga, 
hut at the fame rime was forming a piojccl: of inftituiing 
a ni w h llem of religion, more gencjal than any which 
had hirhcrio been efiabliflud. 

As Mahomet well knew the genius of his country- 
men, he entertained the moll (anguine hopes of fuccefs. 
J le was await- that the Arabians weicfond of novelty, 
and that thev were addidled to illufions and cnthufiafm. 

* 

i Je was po'ver fully aided in his pi and defign by Ser- 
gius, a monk, who, being of loofe moials, had relin- 
<)tiiihrd Iiis ( loyHer and profefllon, and vvas a fervant 
under Cadiga, at the time that Mahomet man ied her. 
This monk was exceedingly well calculated, by his eru- 
dition, to fupply the defers of his dlireiare mafler. 
When the latter had maturely weighed the chief arti- 
cle of the worlhiphc intended to eftablifh, he made a 
he^inniii", in his own family; and, luiiiblc that no re- 
ligion 'sould be looked upon as true without fome fanc- 
riuw, his liill llep was to make his wife Cadiga believe, 
that lie had an intimate corn fpondence with heaven. 

In order to bring this about, he made an artful ufe of 
an infirmity to which he wns fubjer.l, viz. the epilepfy. 

Whenever he was attacked with fits, 'henfed to caution 
Cndjjga not to form any erroneous. opinion of the ron- 
vuluveilate in which (he law him; for that, lvfwfigm 1 



being a calamity, it was a bleffing from heaven : tl 
thefe fits were trances, into which he was miraculo n* 
thrown by the Divine Being, and during which he " 
ceived inftrudtions from him; which inftruclions he 
to make public to the fons of men. Was 

His wife, either really believing, or affecting to be 
lieve, this curious (lory, propagated a report that h e - 
hufband was infpiredj and the impoftor living very J? 
ftemioufly, acquired a character for fu peri or fan&u 
throughout his neighbourhood. The vulgar implicitly 
believed that he really held converfc with the Almighty 
and they looked upon his epileptic fits as an in concetti' 
ble evidence of his infpiration. In a little time Maho 
met boldly declared himfelf a prophet fent by God j n ~ 
to the world to teach his will, and to compel mankind 
to pay obedience to it. 

His difciples rapidly in creating, the magi ft rates of 
Mecca thought it highly expedient to exercife their au- 
thority on this occafion, and fignified adefign of bring- 
ing Mahomet before them. The latter, however, be- 
ing foon apprized of their intention, made his efcape 
in the night, accompanied by many of his deluded peo- 
ple, to whom he made very eloquent and pathetic ha- 
rangues, touching the obftacles raifed by the wiles of 
Satan, to the propagation of thofe tenets that had been 
revealed to him. 

The ignorant people, captivated with the force of 
his language, devoted themfelves entirely to his will, 
with offers of facrificing their all in defence of him unci 
his doctrine. 

Mahomet, therefore, finding himfelf very formida- 
ble, and fecure in the attachment of the foldiery as well 
as others, meditated an attack upon Mecca. I hs fol- 
lowers approved of his defign, and accordingly lie fern 
forth a confiderable force under the command of one 
Hamza, an uncle of his, and whom he thought worthy 
of his confidence, in confideration of the zeal the Lit: r 
had fhewn for his doctrine. Hamza, who, to t!.c 
blinded zeal, joined the mod confummate natural 
very, marched at the head of a numerous body, and 
laid fiege to Mecca, but was repulfed with confiderab.. 
lofs. 

This repulfe, however, was fo far from difeoncertinf; 
the befiegers, that it fpurred them on to the refolution 
of a fecond attack. They improved themfelves in the 
military art with the utmofl: afliduity. 

I hey began their march for Mecca a fecond time, 
and on their road fell in with a caravan of Coraifchites 
whom they furioufiy attacked, defeated, plundered, 
and killed thofe who refufed to embrace the doctrine 
their leader, who then proceeded on to Mecca, an t 
forced that city to furrender. But he was afterwards 
defeated at the battle of Ohod. 

Abu Sofian, his implacable enemy, having put him* 
felf at the head of the Coraifchites, ran fed his troons 
to advance towards Med inn, and pofleAed himft II of 
Mount Ohod, diftant about four miles from 1 1 iiir city. 
Mahomet made a mod furious attack upon him, m 
drive him from his poft, and, in the beginning of tin" 
action, obtained fome fmall advantage ; bur heim.{ 
wounded, was obliged to quit the field. I lis follow, i s 
finding their leader had defeitcd them, were Itruck 
with a general panic, and a terrible (laughter enlueil , 
the victors perpetrating the mod horrid cruelties on t!«<' 
vanquifhed. Mahomet, however, had recouiil' to hi* 
delufive arts to filenre the complaints of his inhitu.mvi 
adherents, who reafluming their arms, obtained in |«>r- 
tant conquefts over their opponents, fo that the In p «i- 
tor, encouraged thereby, turned Ids force againil m-' 
Jews, feized feveral of their towns and, amon;.li 
others, Kaibar, one of the frrongell i but after ih.it, 
had like to have met with his death. I- laving. taken up 
his lodgings at the houfc of one of the piint ipdl nu 
zens, whole name was I larcth, among other things it 
poifoned fhoulder of mutton was lervcd up at table, «> 
which he eat, and was foon taken ill. Proper reineuV 
were, however, applied, and his life preferved, tnoiign 
the poifon was never - totaljy eradicated. Who com- 
mitted this atrocious ©flence nobody then knew. How- 

9 ever, 
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CV er, after hi* death it wan discovered that Zainab, 
Seer of Hareth, had given him the poifon on this 
Sle, that if he was the great prophet he pretended 
? uf P rh« noifon' could have no effect on him, _ _ 



be/ the poifon' could have no effect on him, 
pit of the pbifori lurking in his body, notwithftand- 
in e many remedies had been applied, he, at intervals, 
w£ much indifpofed. This, however, did not prevent 
him from purfuing the victory of his -arms He 
Marched againft the Greeks and ighted up the firft 
fbark of that fatal war which his followers fo ngorou(ly 
carried on for feveral centuries. 

Mahomet delegated the. command of this war to an 
intrepid general, named Kaled Walid, who, after a 
repuife at firft from the enemy, attended with the lofs 
ofrnoft of his officers, had recourfe to the arts of his 
mailer, and thereby infpired his men with fuch an en- 
thufiaftic ardour, that they fell furioufly upon the ene- 
my, and obtained a complete victory. 

After the above battle Mahomet went in pilgrimage 
to Mecca, attended by a vaft concourfe of MufTulmen. 
The pomp and magnificence he difplayed in his journey, 
and the furreptitious lhew of religion with which he 
vifitedthe Caaba, made a great impreffion on the inha- 
bitants of Mecca, and efpecially the Coraifchites, num- 
bers of whom embraced his religion. The example of 
thefc, however, did not feduce the reft of the Coraif- 
chite tribes. They, on the contrary, broke the truce 
that had been made, and gave Mahomet battle, but 
were totally defeated ; and fuch as did not,' in confe- 
quenceof this defeat, embrace his religion, were maf- 
facred on the fpot. 

Mahomet then caufed himfelf to be acknowledged 
fovereign of Mecca: and the beginning of the year fol- 
lowing, which was the eighth of the Hegira, fome few 
fcattered diffidents, who had efcaped the fword of the 
tyrant, contrived, with great judgement and diligence, 
to form a confiderable party, and, as foon as they found 
themfelves fufficiently formidable, took the field, ra- 
vaging many of thofe parts that had fubmitted to his- 
power. • ' ' 

The tyrant, enraged at the infolence of this pre- 
fumptuous faction, put himfelf at the head of his forcesj 
and marched to give them battle. Accordingly a 
bloody engagement enfued, at a place called Honaim, 
in which the troops of Mahomet, though fuperior in 
number to the enemy, were vigoroufly repulfed ; upon 
which, flying to the yielding ranks, and re-animatin 
them with his perfonal courage, he rallied them, an 
obtained a moft decifive victory. 

Mahomet then caufed himfelf to be acknowledged 
fovereign of all Arabia. He deftroyed all the idols 
and monuments of paganifm, and fullered no other re- 
ligion to be profeffed but his own. 

He now made a fecond pilgrimage to Mecca, confi- 
dently more folemn and magnificent than the firft, and 
performed all the ceremonies with great appearance of 
devotion. He erected courts of juftice, appointed 
proper officers, and conitituted a pontiff or high pried, 
fit | no longer appeared the dreadful conqueror, but the 
nuui legiflator, and the Arabians were ibon reconciled 
torus government. 

t^ al '?, lUCC L rt ook a P ro P cr advantage of this general 

, 7 > ,r ftrtrn ? th , enct * his annits > ™* exercifed 
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was oon apparent : for the Greeks, who ill brooked 

t it ! dirgrace they had fuflercd, reiolved on revenge, and 
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To infpire the people with the moft awful veneration. 

for his doctrine, and at the fame time to evince to them, 
that he was the fupreme head as wejl in fpirituals as, 
temporals, he now performed the office of pontiff him* 
felf; preached in the temple, and concluded his ha- 
rangue with the propofition of new regulations, which 
he afterwards publiihed, touching the rites, and cere- 
monies of the newly eftablifhed religion. 

He caufed feveral camels to be flain, and offered as 
facriflces, which feftival was concluded by a general 
farewel that he took of the people. He now found his, 
health much on the decline. The poifon that he had 
fwallowed fome years before operated with greater 
violence than ever. He perceived that his dhTolution 
was not far off. 

On his return to Medina, his ijlnefs confiderably in- 
creating, he repaired to the houfe of Aifka, who was 
his favourite wife, and there, died at the age of fixty- 
three. He was buried at Medina j fo that the. opinion 
which fome have maintained, that his body was placed 
in a fepulchre at Mepca, is entirely erroneous. 

Mahomet, with the advantage of an engaging coun-. 
tenance, and well proportioned figure, poffefled a moft 
comprehenfive genius, and a firrnnefs of foul ever, ca- 
pable of combating the greateft difficulties, Stedfafl; 
and refblute in the purfuit of the moft amazing projects, 
he was pofTeffed of the means of procuring fuccef$. His 
deep penetration, his excellent judgement, his never- 
failing courage, his unwearied perfeverance, and re- 
fined fagacity, fupported and directed him to a ftate of 
profperity and triumph, in almoft every thing he under- 
took. He made no fcruple of acknowledging that he 
had not received any education, though principal au- 
thor of the Koran. He was, however, one of the 
fined and moft eloquent fpeakers in the whole country. 
He had not only a very good memory and lively con- 
ception, but was of a chearful and even temper. He 
could fuit himfelf to all times, circumftances, and dif. 
pofitions. He was as familiar with the nobility, as he 
was popular with the commonalty, and could lend an 
ear of real (or affected) commiferation to the fuppllca-i 
tions of the diftrelTed. 

It may not be unworthy of remark here, that after 
the decifive battle of Honaim, when Mahomet made a. 
fecond pilgrimage to Mecca, a poet, who had feverely 
lampooned him, folicited the honour of being intro- 
duced to him, that he might repeat fome verfes he had 
written in his praife for the face of things was now 
confiderably changed. The conqueror could not forget 
the feverity with which he had been treated by the poet? 
to fhew refentment, however, would have been a de- 
gradation of dignity i he therefore granted him per- 
miffion to approach. The poet came trembling to his 
new fovereign, and on his knees imploring forgivenefs 
for the raih freedom he had taken in his latires, begun 
to pronounce his verfes, being encouraged thereto by 
the mildnefs and complacency that fat on his counte- 
nance. The verfes were fo mafterly, fo graceful, pa- 
thetic, eulogical, and elegant, that Mahomet not only 
moft freely and readily pardoned him, but prefented 
him with a rich mantle from off his own back, and 
which he himfelf placed on the back of the poet. So 
Angular and diftinguiflied an honour immortalized Caab, 
(for fuch was the poet's name,) who wore it till his 
death, with all the exulting pride and ambition natural 
to a human being on fo remarkable, fo memorable, and 
16 great an occanon. 

As Mahomet died without male ifluc, and had not 
nominated any fucceflbr, different parties rofe, claim- 
ing an exclufive right of appointing one. Abubeker, 
however, who had always been the friend of peace and 
good order, propofed two perfons, Omar and Abou- 
Obeid, for their choice of one of them : but this pro- 
pofition created ftill greater divifions, and the election 
remained undetermined, till Omar, to the aftonilhment 
of every pcrfon prefent, addreffed himfelf to Abubckeiy 
and kiffing his hand, defired that he ( Abubekcr) would ' 
afllimc the fovereittnty himfelf, 'J he latter was ac« 
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Cbrcttngly chofen amidft the acclamations of the aflem- 
bly : but he refufed, from an inviolable veneration to 
the memory of his hue madir, to take on him the title 
of fovereign, chufingthat of Caliph, fignifying>^#>r, 
which was afterwards the title ot all who reigned over 
the Arabs. 

Abubeker reigned only two years, during which 
time he made himfelf mailer of pai t of Syria. 

On the death of Abubeker, Omar was elected caliph 
without oppofit ton, having been nominated by his pre- 
deceffor. This monarch completed the conqucft of 
Syria, and marching his army into Egypt, reduced that 
country. He loft his life by aflafli nation, the particu- 
lars of which areas follow. A native of Perfia, named 
Firouz, refuting to embrace Mahometan ifm, a tax was 
levied upon him ; upon which lie made his complaints 
to the caliph, foliating that the tax might be taken off, 
or at lead retrenched, as he was incapable of paying ir. 
* f What trade do you follow ?" faid Omar. The man 
replied that he had three. " Very well (added the ca- 
liph) then you are taxed very moderately." Firouz, 
however, who poffefled a m of 1 wicked vindictive foul, 
entered the mofque a few days afterwards while the caliph 
was there, and took an opportunity of dabbing him in 
three different parts of his body with a knife. Inftantfy 
the wretch was furrounded ; but he defended himfelf. 
with the bloody inftrument, and dabbed thirteen 
others, feven of whom died in a few hours. Frefh ef- 
forts, however, were made tofecurehimj and the af- 
faflin at length dil covering he fhould be overpowered, 
plunged the knife into his own bowels and expired. 

On the death of Omar, Othman fucceeded to the ca- 
lrphfhip. He was alfo aflafiinated, as was likewife his 
fucceflbr Hali, who left two fons, on the elded of 
whom the Arabians beftowed the crown. 

HafTan, fon and fucceflbr of Hali, after a reign of on- 
ly about fix months, abdicated his throne in favour of 
Moawiyah, who was the firllof the dynafty of the Om- 
miyans, fo called from Ommiyah, the head of that 
prince's family. As foon as this prince was firmly feated 
on the throne, he adopted mcafures to render the dig- 
nity of caliph hereditary, which had been before elec- 
tive, and fucceeded in his defign. His crown des- 
cended to his fon, and afterwards to the red of his pof- 
terity. 

That dynafty of princes maintained themfelves wjth 
great glory for fourteen fuccelTions. The houfe of 
Ommiyah, however, was deftroyed by the Abbaffians, 
princes fo denominated from their being defcended from 
Abbas, uncle of Mahomet. They took up arms againft 
the Ommiyans, under pretence of revenging the death 
of Hali, whom, they alledged, had been murdered by 
them, and Abul Abbas was accordingly proclaimed 
caliph. 

Abdallah, uncle of Abul Abbas, caufed an act of 
grace to be publifhed, in the caliph's name, for all the 
Ommiyans who fhould appear before him, and take the 
oaths of allegiance to the new caliph. A day was fixed 
for the meeting of the chiefs or princes, and Abdallah 
attended them; but while he was preparing to tender 
the oaths, a party of foldiers, appointed for the pur- 
pofe, drew up behind them, anddedroyed them all on 
the fpor, except one, who efcaped, and fled to Spain. 
Immediately after this barbarous deed, the foldiers put 
to the fworcf a great number of Muffulmen, known to 
be devoted to the houfe of Ommiyah : and Abdallah 
having put an end to the daughter, completed his 
bloody tran fact ions with a moft horrid entertainment. 

The above infernal monfter caufatl the bodies of the 
Ommiyans, who had been flauglitered by the foldiers, to 
be placed < I off to fine another, and covered with hoards, 
over which he ordered carpers to be laid ; and upon 
this Mooting, fot mod by dead carcales, he gave a fump- 
tuous feafl to the officers of the amy. Perhaps 
(faid he) all ofrhem may not be quite dead: in that 
cafe we lhall hs»vr the happinefs to hear them groan/* 

Such was the beginning of the reign of Abul Abbas, 
who, however, did not enjoy the throne long* for he 



was feized with the fmall pox, died at the age of eigh 
teen, and was fucceeded by his brother, Abul Giaffer 
furnamed Almanxor, of Victorious.- ' 

AJmanzor built the ctty of Bagdad, which was the 
capital of the empire till the race of Abbas became ex- 
tinct ; on which account the Abbaffians have been com- 
monly called caliphs of Syria.- 

The Abbaflians,- who ftiled themfelves the trite chil- 
dren of the houfe of Mahomet, pofleflcd the diadem 
for more than 500 years, under 37 princes. During 
their reigns, part of their empire was at feveral tirres 
granted away ; and the territories thus difmembered 
were erected into as many dynafties. Of thefe were the 
Tliaherians, and the Sofifarides, who reigned in Perfia 
Tranfoxtana, and Turkedan : as alfo the Tholanides 
and Afchidians, who ruled Egypt under the title of the 
fultans i though at the fame time they acknowledged 
the fupremacy of the caliph of Bagdad. The Afchidians 
were fucceeded by the Fatimites, who, pretending to 
be the true and rightful fucceflbrs of Mahomet, as def- 
cended from Hali by Fat i ma, afTumed the title of caliph 
in Egypt. 

After the extinction of the Fatimites, a new dynafty 
arole, called Gengifkanians, frond Gengifkan, their 
founder. This prince, who became highly renowned 
on account of the rapidity of his exploits, put himfelf 
at the head of an army of Moguls and Tartars, and 
loon conquered an immenfe track of land. His fuccef- 
fbrs, who inherited his bravery, as well as his antipathy 
to Muflulmen, added to their crown almoft all the dates 
which had been feized by the princes of the other dy- 
nafties, and at length made themfelves mailers of 
Bagdad, maflfacred the caliph and his children, and, by 
their deaths, put a final end to the illuftrious houfe of 
Abbas, which had fat on the throne for upwards of 500 
years. At this period the hiftory of the caliphs pro- 
perly concludes - t for we cannot include, among the ca- 
liphs, Ahmed, who was three years afterwards pro- 
claimed caliph by the Mamalukes of Egypt, under the 
name of Moftanzer Billah. They called him the fon 
of Dahcr Ben Nader, the Abafllan j and Bibars, who 
was then fultan of the Mamalukes, caufed him to be 
recognized in Egypt ; lb that a fecond dynafty of Ab- 
baflians was formed, if the name of dynafty can be al- 
lowed to a race of princes who were only looked upon 
merely as the heads of the church. This pretended 
dynafty fubfifted till the end of the reign of the Mama- 
lukes, in the 923d year of the Hegira, and 1517th of 
the Chridian sera ; when Selim the Fird, emperor of the 
Ottoman Turks, annexed all Egypt to his empire. 

SECTION VII. 

Drfirififon of the chief Cities of Arabia, and of the Mofque 

and 'Tomb of Mahomet in Medina, 

TV >|ECCA, the capital of Arabia, and birth-place of 
lVjL Mahomet, is fituated in a valley, and furround- 
ed by mountains, from whence the done of which it is 
built was taken. It is about two miles in length, and 
a mile broad. The temple is in the middle of the town, 
and is called Masjad Al Haram, or, The Sacred Temple. 

The houfe s here make no great figure ; nor is it a place 
of any ftrengtb, not having any Kind of fortifications. 

The princip.il fnpport of the city is the great concourfe 
of pilgrims who come hither. The xerif of Mecca ge- 
nerally refldes at his caftle of Mai baa, about three milts 
didant : his troops arr entirely infantry, called M 
Harrabah. There are fcarce any fprings in or about 
this city, except the /.em*em, the waters of which can- 
not be drank for any continuance, being rather brack- 
ifh, and caufln^ eruption* in thole who drink too freely 
of it ; fo that the inhabitants are forced toufe rain wa- 
ter catched in citterns. Many attempts have been made 
to convey water to the city by means of aqueducts, but 

have all proved ineffectual. 

Mocha is a large, populous trading city and fta-port, 

fituated at the entrance of the Red Sea. It contains 

about 



^inhabitants, moftly Mahometans; and here 
3 ^af number of Jews; but thefe are obliged to 

fuburbs. The city which is furrounded by 
live n tnc iu feveral towers, fome of 

» S«^5S-on. andgarrifoned by foldiers 
jffcSw fpacious, and the houfes built of brick 

ftone confifting of two ftories, with terraces on the 
SS ™ Tfhops g are judicioufly built for trade, and 
fto P red with all forts of commodities. Here arrives an- 
nually the great (hip Manfoun, font by the Grand Seig- 
nor laden with the richeft merchandizes and carrying 
backfpices, filks, calicoes, and other valuable articles. 
Caravans alfo arrive here yearly from Turkey and Egypt. 
The nortof Mocha is formed by two flips of land, on 
each point of which is a fortrefs, at the diftance of about 
three miles from each other. A confiderable branch 
of commerce of this city is coffee, which is cultivated 
at Betel-fagui, in die territory of Yenen. Mocha was 
no more than a mean village of fifhermen, till the king 
of Yenen drove the Turks from Aden, and removed its 
trade principally to the above-mentioned city. 

Aden is a large and populous city, containing about 
6000 inhabitants, and was a place of prodigious refort 
till its trade was chiefly removed to Mocha. It is filia- 
ted between the Perfian Gulph and the Red Sea. Aden 
is fo called, according to the Arabians, from its foun- 
der Aden, the fon of Saba, and grandfon of Abraham. 
It is furrounded by mountains, the fummits of which 
are fortified with cannon, and from which an aqueduct 
conveys water into a capacious refervoir, about half a 
mile from the city. There are many handfome houfes, 
with terraces on their tops, in Aden ; and the place is 
well fecured by its advantageous fituation, and proper 
fortifications. The Turks became mafters of this city 
through treachery, in 1538, and, with their ufual cru- 
elty, hung up the prince of it. They committed fur- 
ther acts of inhumanity, till the prince of Yenen extir- 
pated them. 

Medina, which is about fifty miles from the Red Sea, 

is fituated in a plain, and furrounded by a wall of brick. 

Here are the mofque and tomb of Mahomet. The 

mofque is fupported by 400 pillars, and fupplicd with 

300 filver lamps, which are kept continually burning. 

Near the tomb of Mahomet is alfo the tomb of Abu- 
beker. 

Medina has feveral other grand mofques, but that of 
Mahomet is filled the Mod Holy. The houfes are in 
general low ; and this city contains about 1 200 families. 

Mahomet's tomb, which is in one of the angles of the 
magnificent mofque, is of fine white marble, covered 
with a grand cupola. The roof of the mofque itfelf is 
a kind of tower, covered with plates of filver 4 and on 
its flooring is thrown a rich gold cloth. The infide of 
the tomb is enriched with precious (rones, of great fize 
and beauty. Over the foot of the coffin is a golden 
crdcent, fo curioufiy wrought, and adorned with fuch 
precious Rones, that its value is immenfe. The coffin 
is covered by a rich pall of gold and filver tiffue, over 
which is a canopy of the fame. Both are annually lent 
trom the bafhaw of Egypt, by order of the Grand Seig- 
nor, with the greatefl pomp imaginable, on the back 
ota camel , which animal derives a kind of fanctity 

drudgery ^ " aftcrwards ufcd in an >" fort of * 

SECTION VIII. 

I^Jcriptlon 0/ the venerable Ruins of Palmyra. 

A S Palmyra is fituated in a dreary defart, quite from 
ifor\ c ° mmon ro:ui » a»d beyond the Grand Seig- 
J\ r Pr0 r« thercia no part of a tour through the 
ever : , u,t as a journey to it. An enquiry, how- 
t J ? thc rums of this Place, was refolved on by 
Mr T"T 8 *?r. Daw kins, who was foon joined by 
befnrrS 01 * « n d Mr. Bouveric, the latter of whom died 
four I, . gn waH carricd into execution. Thc 

*ui perron who had engaged in this peculiar under- 
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taking, was an Italian of experienced (kill in architec- 
ture and drawing. The rendezvous of this fcientific 
fociety was at Rome, where they fpent a winter in flu- 
dying the ancient hiftory and geography of the places 
they intended to vifit. 

As foon as they had embarked for this expedition, 
they made fail for the Archipelago, and vifited every 
thing worthy their obfervation there, as well as in parts 
of Greece, Europe, the coafts of the Hellefpont, Pro- 
pontis, &c. up to the Black Sea ; as alfo the inland 
parts of Afia Minor, Syria, Phoenicia, Paleftine, and 
Egypt. They copied every infeription they met with, 
and bought up all the Syrian, Greek, and Arabic ma- 
nufcripts they could poflibly get. 

The chief defign of Mr. Dawkins in his tour, was 
to compile an hiftory of the three Greek orders of ar- 
chitecture, at leaft with refpedt to the changes, from 
the days of Pericles to thofe of ,Dioclefian. With this 
view no difficulties whatever could deter our adventu- 
rers from profecuting their truly laudable plan. In the 
courfe of their peregrinations, during which they in- 
fpected every piece of antique architecture, they vifijed 
Damafcus by the way of mount Libanus, over which 
they crofted, and were here informed, that neither the 
name or power of the bafhaw of Damafcus could be, 
any fecurity to them, Palmyra being entirely out of 
his jurifdiction, and under that of an aga, who refided 
at Haffia, a village on the great caravan road from Da- 
mafcus to Aleppo, and from which the Orontes is* but 
a fhort diftance. 



They went to Haffia, and were moft kindly. received 
by the aga, who exprefied great furprife at the journey 
they had undertaken, and gave them an efcort of his 
beft Arab horfemen, properly armed, who, in a few 
hours, conducted them to Sudud, travelling through 
a defart fwarming with antelopes. 

Sudud is a miferable villa, confifting of huts built 
only with mud hardened by the fun. The inhabitants 
are Maronite Chriftians, who juft cultivate as much 
land as they have occafion for, and make tolerable red 
wine. 

They dined at this village, and bought fome Greek 
manufcripts of a priefl. From hence ihey proceeded 
to a Turkifh village called Howarcen, a mean place, 
but which, it wasprefumed, had been once a fituation 
of fome confequence j there being in it a fquare tower 
with projecting battlements, and two mouldering 
churches, in the walls of which were feveral Corinthian 
capitals, as well as large Attic bafes of white marine. 

From thence they bent their courfe for Carieteen, a 
village, in which were fome few broken columns, and 
Corinthian marble capitals, with two imperfect Greek 
inferiptions. Here they relied beft part of the fecond 
day, to collect their people, and give their cattle reft: 
for in this part of the defart they may eafily be loll, 
there not being any fettled ftages * likewife there is not 
any water. 

All the caravans had now time to come up, with 
whom this kept company, and travelled two days with- 
out either reft or water. 

The company were now about aoo pcrfons in num- 
ber, with their camels, mules, afTes, ore. and the chief 
guide told thc travellers, that as they were now in thc 
moft dangerous part of the way, it was requifite they 
fhould put themfelves entirely under his direction j in 
confequence of which, the fervants, with the baggage, 
were ordered to fall back to the rear, there tp remain 
protected by the Arab efcort, from which two or three 
norfemen, who rode Tartar fafhion, with very fhort 
ftirrups, were difpatched for difcovcry, to every emi- 
nence in fight. The road was north by eaft, through 
a flatfandy plain, about ten miles broad ; nor was there 
a uncle tree or drop of water to be feen. 

Wnen night came on in this gloomy place, thc Arabs 
difmountetl from their horfes, and feating themfelves 
in a circle, fmoaked their pipes, and drank coffee. 

At midnight the caravan halted two hours to refrcfh i 
and on the fourteenth of March at noon it arrived at the 

end 
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end of the plain, where fome hills appeared ; and here 
a valley was foon feen, in which was a ruinated aquc- 
duft that once conveyed water to Palmyra ; the fcpul- 
chres of the antient inhabitants of which city lie thick 
both on the right and left, being fquare towers of con- 
fiderable height : and foon after having paffed them, a 
hidden opening among the hills exhibits a prodigious 
number of grand ruins of white marble, and beyond 
them a flat wafte, extending quite to the Euphrates. 

No profpedt. can be conceived more romantic, more 
ftriking, more melancholy, or more grand. Here are 
innumerable piles of Corinthian pillars, without any 
intervening building, or wall of the leaft folidity. 

In this venerable, this folemn, fplendid, romantic 
fituation, our virtuofi ftaid fifteen days ; during which 
time the Arab inhabitants entertained them in their huts 
with mutton and goats flefh. 

' " The walls of this ancient andftupendous city (fays 
Mr. Wood) were flanked with fquare towers in many 
parts, particularly on the fouth-eaft, but nothing of 
them exifts j and, from the bed computation I could 
make, I imagine their circuit could not have been lefs 
than three EngHfh miles, provided they include the 
great temple. But as Palmyra muft, when in its ftou- 
rilhing ftate, have been much more than three miles 
round, it is not improbable that the old city covered a 
neighbouring piece of ground, the circumference of 
which is ten miles, and in eveiy fpot of which, the A- 
rabs fay, ruins are turned up by digging. This is a 
Hill more reafonable ftippofition, when we remember 
that fuch fragment'; of antiquity as are found upon the 
three miles compafs, juft mentioned, could have be- 
longed only to magnificent fepulchres and public edi- 
fices of the grandeft kind j the moft evident proofs that 
can be of an extenfive city. Perhaps the walls, juft 
now fpoken of, inclofed only that part of Palmyra 
which its public buildings occupied in its moll: prof- 
perous ftate; and were fortified, if not erected, by Ju- 
ftinian, who, according to Procopius, judged this a 
proper place to flop the furious progrefs of the Sara- 
cens. By fo clofely infpecting this wall, it appears that 
two or three of the flanking towers on the north-eaft 
were formerly fepulchral monuments ; and this is fome 
proof that the walls were pofterior to the monuments, 
and the work of a Chriftian aera ; for the pagan reli- 
gion would have condemned the metamorphofe as pro- 
fane ; befides, the Greeks and Romans always buried 
without the walls of* their refpective cities ; and the 
fame cuftom was religioufly obferved all over the Eaft." 

Northweft of the ruins of Palmyra, on the fummit 
of a rocky hill ftands an antique caftle, the afcent to 
which is very ftecp and rugged : it is a mean ftructurc, 
not fo old as the time of Juftinian. It hath a ditch 
round it, which cannot be paflTed without fome difficulty, 
the draw-bridge being broken down. There is one 
building here, the remains of which are truly grand ; 
and this, according to the opinion of Mr. Wood, was 
me Temple of the Sun, which, being much injured by 
tt' Unman folil'ids, when Aurelian took the place, that 
ei peior oulered, for the purpofe of repairing it, three 
hundred pounds weight of gold, taken from the trea- 
fures of Zenobia ; and one thoufand eight hundred 
rounds weight of filver, levied upon the people* be- 
ules the jewels of the crown. Trie height and foli- 
dity of the walls of its court tempted the Turks to 
convert it into a place of ftrength, and then on the 
north-eaft and fouth they ftopped up the windows, du> 
a ditch to the weft, and demolifhcd the portico of the 
grand entrance ; building in its place a fquare tower 
ro flank that fide. To the eaft and fouth of this tem- 
ple ate fome plantations of olives, and fome fmall fields 
of corn, furrounded by mud walls, and watered by 
two (treams, which, though hot and fulphuroui, arc by 
the inhabitants deemed very wholtf fome. One of thefe 
ftrcams rifes weft of the ruins, in a grotto nearly high 
enough to admit of a man's Handing upright j the bot- 
tom is a baton of clear water, about two feet deep, and 
the place, on account of the heatt being confined, is 



ufed as a bath. By an old infeription found here 
an altar facred to Jupiter, we learn that this ftream\° n 
much efteemed while Palmyra flourifhed, and was iiT 
der the care of certain people elected thereto by ballot 

In the defart, three or four miles fouth-eaft of p^t* 
myra, lies the Valley of Salt, whence Damafcus an! 
the neighbouring towns are iupplied with that com 
modity. In this place David is fuppofed to have f iro , ! ~ 
the Syrians, as mentioned in 2 Sam. viii. 13, 
ground is impregnated with fait to a very confUtr^ 
depth ; and here they have a method of noHowinc/ti^. 
ground to about a foot deep, and from the rain water 
that lodges in it a fine white fait is gathered. 

<c We have but little information from hiftory," j* a y S 
Mr. Wood, " of either Balbec or Palmyra: theknow- 
ledge. we have is chiefly from inferiptions. Does not 
this defect: convey inftruclion, and convince us of the 
inftability of human grandeur ? The fate of thefe two 
cities differs from every other; we have no teftimonic* 
of what they were, but their own noble fragments 
which are defci ibed in the following manner by another 
author : 

<c Palmyra, in the defarts of Arabia, or, as by the 
Scripture ftiled, Tadmor in the Wilderneis, is a moll 
awful fpectacle. As you approach, the firft objecl: tliat 
prefents itfelf is a ruinated caftle, on the nortii fide of 
the city. From it you defcry Tadmor, inclofed on 
three fides by long ridges of mountains j and to tin: 
lbuthward is a vaft plain extending far beyond the fight. 
The city muft have been of large extent, from the 
fpace now taken up by its ruins ; among which live 
about thirty or forty miferable families, in huts of dirt, 
within a fpacious court which once enclofed a magni- 
ficent temple. This court has a (lately high wall of 
large fquare ftones, adorned by palafters both within 
and without ; there are about fixty on each iiUe. The 
beautiful comic- s have been beaten down by^the Turks. 
Towards the centre are the remains of a caftle, fhroud- 
ing the fragments of a temple of exquifite beauty, as 
appears by what is frill ftanding of its entrance, \iz. 
two ftones thirty-five feet long, carved with vines and 
clufters of grapes. In the great court are the remains 
of two rows of very noble marble pillars thirty-feven 
feet high, with capitals finely carved, and the cornices 
muft have been of equal elegance s fifty-eight of thefe 
pillars are entire ; there muft have been many more, 
as it appears they went quite round the court, fupport- 
ing a moft fpacious double piazza. The walks on :he 
weft fide of this piazza, which face the front of the 
temple, feem to have been grand and fpacious ; and at 
each end are two niches for flatues at length, with pe- 
deftals, borders, fupporters, canopies, &c. earn d with 
inimitable art. . The fpace within this once beautiful 
inclofure is (or rather was) encompafled by another 
row of pillats of a different order, fifty feet high, lix- 
tcen of which are yet ftanding. The temple w% 
ninety feet long, and about forty broad : its grand en- 
trance on the weft appears, by what remains of it, to 
have been the moft magnificent in the world. Over ;» 
door -way in the remaining walls you trace a fprtau 
eagle, as at Balbec ; and here are the fragments ot 
Cupids, as well as of eagles, moft finely imitating n:^ 
ture, on large ftones mouldering on the earth. Nothing 
of the temple ftands but the walls, the wiiKlow-nlaro 
of which are narrow at top, but richly adorned with 
frulpturr. In the middle is a cupola, ail one l'^ 
piece. Leaving this court and temple, your cyt* 
faluted with a great number of pillars of marble n>\>' 
tered for near a mile. To the north you have a lw |llv 




juft aoove tnc pe — , . . 

ftatuc once flood upon ir. Kail and wed oi this ^ 
the diftance of about a quarter of a mil<\ j ,n ' . 
obeliik, that feems to have correfponded w!th j ,l< * V 
mentioned! and, according to the fragments of J"' » 
it feems as if there had been a continued range oi uk - 
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remains 



fee t high, is a Greek infeription, commemorating; 
SSoS? and about an hundred paces from it is a 
ZJ^ lofty entr.net, leading to.a grand piazza 
Idorned with <narble pillars, on moft of whi^i are in. 
adornea w farther, onward to the left, are the 

fCr ^f of a fta dy pile of remarkable fine marble 
S-t^&t lonl P On the weft fide of the piazza 
aTe feveral openings for gates ; two of them apoear to 
have been the moft fuperb that ever captivated the hu- 
man eye, bothin poiiu; of grandeur of work in; ^ene- 
Z\ and the beautify porphyry pillars with which they 
were adorned. Eaftward of the piazza are a great num. 
beroffcattered mar We pillars, moft of which have been 
deprived of their elegant capitals. A little ruined 
temple lies mouldering at a ftiort diftance, which ap- 
pears to have been a very curious ftructure, But cf all 
the venerable remains, none more attract admira- 
tion than the magnificent fepulchres, towards the north 
of the 1 city, extending a mile and more, and which, at 
a diftance, have the appearance of tops of decayed 
churches, or baftiorts of ruined fortifications." 

The magnificent city of Palmyra is mentioned in the 
Arabic xranflation of the Chronicles, as fubftfting be- 
fore the days of Solomon : but John of Antioch, fur- 
nariied Malala, fays that it was built by Solomon, and 
on the very fpot where his father flew the Philiftine 
chief. He affirms that the city was built in commemo- 
ration of that memorable action. 

We find in the 9th chapter of the 1 ft book of Kings, 
and the 8th of the 2d book of Chronicles, that Solomon 
erected a city in a wildernefs, and called it Tadmor: 
and we arc informed by Jofephus, in the firft book of 
his Antiquities, that fomc time after, the Greeks and 
Romans diftinguifhed it by the name of Palmyra, even 
while its ' firft name was ftill retained by the Syrians : 
and this is confirmed by St. Jerome, who fays, Palmyra 
and Tadmor are the Syrian and Greek names of the fame 
place : and the country Arabs, even at this time, call 
ic by the former name. In this circumftance they are 
remarkably particular, prefcrving the ancient denomi- 
nation of places through various revolutions. Thus 
the Acca of the Old Teftament is at this day called by 
them Acca; and' the Greek njime of Ptolemais, in 
which that of Acca was for fome time immured, is loft 
through difufe. Not that human judgement can pre- 
tend to advance, however, that Palmyra was actually 
the work of Solomon : an opinion can only be offered, 
concurrent with that of the prefent inhabitants, who, 
among many other particulars, point out the wife man's 
feraglio, the tomb of his favourite concubine, ore. &c. 
and fay, All thefe things were done by Solomon, the fon 
of David. However, fuch ftructures as might have 
been erected by Solomon, we will fuppofc to have been 
entirely dcmolifhed by Nebuchadnezzar, who, in his 
march to the fiege of Jerufalem, deftroyed this city, 
as we are adored by John of Antioch. For it is a 1 molt 
improbable that buildings fo elegantly grand could be 
prior to the footing of the Greeks in Syi ia i and taking 
this for granted, we mull not be furprifed that Xcno- 
phon takes no notice of it in his retreat of Cyrus the 
younger, though he is minutely exact in his description 
of the defart. Neither mult wc exprefs theleaft amaze- 
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ment tlj.it it is not mentioned by Alexande r, who a 
croflu! the defart in his road to TheplUchus on 1 
Juiphrans. From its fituation between Antioch a,.« 
Seleticia, and its Ivcinjra flrong Lan ier againil the Par- 
thians, one would be apt to conjetture, that it was 
founded by Jbnie of the Selcucidiaj ;* though nothing of 
it»i.to|)c met wiili in hi/lory: and yet no time is 
proper to make t nquiry about it, than from the cicmiie 
of Alexander, ro the reduction of Syria 10 a Roman 
P'uvinee. That the a-ra of Selcucus whs ufed at Pal- 
irjyra is proved by many inferiptions j whence it may 
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be inferred, that the place fubmiued to Alexander, and 
wan for fome nine governed by his fuc vcflbrs : but this 
evidence could not be looked upon as abfolutc toltimo- 
"y» » not (Irrngthencd by collateral fadij for it might 

No. '20, 



with reafon be faid, that the natives of Palmyra ufed 
the aera; of the Seleucidiae only as common with their 
neighbours. We are told by A Appian, that Marc Antony 
attempted to plunder, this city, and that many of (h? 
'natives made their efcape by crofllng the Euphrates, 

We do not find that Palmyra is taken notice of even 
when Pompey reduced Syria to a Roman proyjnee^an^ 
when a tafte for the liberal arts began to be prevalent, . t 

Appian, when he fpeaks of Marc Antony's vifit to. 
Palmyra, fays, " At this time the Palmyrenes were * 
merchants; they fupplied the Romans with the com-' 
modities of Arabia and the Indies ; and his real motive 
for attacking them was to enrich his troops : though, 
to give his conduct the colour of juftice, he afler^d r 
they had broken the neutrality fubfifting between the 
Romans and the Parthians. 

Pliny, fpeaklng of this noble city, fays, " Palmyra, 
which is on all fides encompafTed by an extenfive defart, 
and totally feparated from the reft of the world, has pre- 
ferved its independence between the two great empires^ 
of Rome and Parthia. Ic is diftant from the Parthian ' 
Seleucia, on the Tigris, 337 miles, from the higheft 
part of the Mediterranean 203, and from Dan) aicus 176. 
The foil is rich, and it is pleafantly watered." 

The ftreams, of which we have before fpoken, may , 
with great truth be faid to <f pleafantly water the place," 
being capable of receiving any direction to nurture the 
foil. 

As the Palmyrenes, according to Appian, were mer-. 
chants, and a wealthy people in the time of Marc 
Antony, their riches and trade muft have been of fome 
{landing. 

Palmyra, according to the coins of Caracalla, was a 
Roman colony in that prince's life-time : and by fome 
antique inferiptions we difcover, that the people joined 
Alexander Severus againft the Perfians. 

The greateft figure Palmyra ever made in hiftory 
was in the reign of Galliennns, under whofe fhameful 
indolence the Roman glory in the eaft became confidera- 
bly obfeured ; when Odenadius, joining that emperor's 
party, collected the poor remains of the difcomfitcd 
Romans in Syria, whom he led againft Sapor, the Per- 
fian monarch, put his army to Bight, and advanced, 
with his victorious troops to Ctefiphon, the capital of * 
the empire. On his return from this expedition, full of 
riches and honours, and revered by the Romans as their 
deliverer, he was unanimoufiy proclaimed Auguftus, 
and co-partner in the empire with Galliennus. 

Such of the accounts of Odenathus as have reached 
pofterity, ferve rather to heighten than gratify human 
curiofity. He was a native ot Palmyra, and lb admi- 
rable a politician, that he for a while held the balance 
of power between the empires of Perfia and Rome. He 
drove the Goths out of Alia Minor, where they had 
committed the moft violent ravages. This was his laft 
great action, in which, it was apprehended, he was 
treachcroufly fiain by Masonius, hiskinfman. His fon, 
H erodes, fullered the fame fate foon after. Nor did Ma;o- 
nius long furvive, being cut to pieces by the foldiery. 

Zenobia, the queen of Odenathus, was a character 
worthy of attention. She pofTefTed extraordinary endow- 
ments, both mental and perfonal, nnd^ave fignal proofs 
of military prowefs in attending her hufhand in the field* 
On hisdemife One aflTumed the reins of government in 
the name of her children, and renouncing all alliance 
with Rome, attacked and defeated the army of Hera- 
clianus, the Roman general, who was lent againft the 
Perfians, She afterwards difplayed other gallant at- 
chievements ; but was at length compelled to fubmic to 
the power of the Romans, under the emperor Aurelian, 
Her character, however gn at and extraordinary as it 
may appear, is tarnifhed with the lufpicion of her hav- 
ing been privy to the deaths of her hufband and ion. 

It appears from a Latin infeription ftill extant, that 
Palmyra was afterwards governed by the Romans, and 
that in the year of Chnft 400, a Roman legion wa* 

quartered there. 
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BEFORE we enter on our defcription of this exten- 
five empire, together with die cuftoms, manners, 
&c. of the inhabitants, it may not be improper to 
premife, that as we have been favoured by an ingenious 
friend, with his own observations and remarks on a 
voyage fo late as the year 1786, never heretofore made 
public, we fhall have a moft agreeable opportunity of 
interlpcrfing them with the accounts of others in luch 
a manner as, from their novelty and peculiarity, we prc- 
fume, will prove highly acceptable to our readers. 

SECTION I. 

Origin, Difcovery, Situation, Boundaries, Extent, Rivers, 

Cfimatc, Soil, fc?r. 



A CCORDING to ancient records, and the prevail - 

Jlm. ln & °pi n i° n °f trie learned, this kingdom, or ra- 
ther empire, appears to have been governed by its own 
monarchs above 4000 years, during which the laws, 
manners, language and apparel of the people, have re- 
mained invariably the famcj fo that they not only lay 
claim to antiquity, but a venerable attachment to old 
cuftorns peculiar to themfelves. 

China is faid by many to have been the country of the 
ancient Sinae, and fo called from one of its monarchs of 
remote date, named Chin, or Cina. But the moft pro- 
ble derivation of its name feems to have been from a 
word figniffing in the Chinefe language central: for 
the natives, till they were convinced of their error by 
European mathematicians and aftronomers, imagined 
the earth to be fquare, and that their country not only 
occupied the beft part of it, but was fituated exactly in 
the center. China is divided into 16 provinces, all of 
which, except one, are within the great wall. 

The difcovery of this remote and. opulent empire by 
the Portugueze feems to have dazzled the eyes of its 
explorers. The Jefuits, who were the firft Europeans 
that have given a defcription of it, reprefent it, in point 
of extent, populoufnefs, and riches, as vaftly fuperior 
to any part of the known world. 

China is fituated on the moft eaftern verge of the 
Afiatic continent. It is bounded on the north by Eaft 
and Weftern Tartary i cn the call by the Eaftern Ocean; 
on the weft by part of the Mogul empire, and India be- 
yond the Ganges i and on the louth by the Indian 
Ocean, and the kingdoms of Laos, Tonquin, Ava, 
and Cochin-China. It extends in latitude, from 20 to. 
almoft 43 degrees, viz. from north to fouth about 
laoo miles; and in longitude, from 9$ to 113 degrees 
eaft, making 1600 miles in breadth. If that part of 
Tartary, now fubordinate to the Tartarian Emperor of 
China, is included, the length of the whole empire will 
be encreafed to 1800 miles. 

As the whole empire of China extends from the fe- 
cund to the fifth climate, its air and foil imift confe- 
quently be various. The longeft days in the northern 
parts are 14 hours and 45 minutes, and theflioiteft 
about 10 hours and 45 minutes j fo that throughout 
this very cxtenfive empire, the difference in length of 
days is only four hours. Towards the north the air is 
colder than, fiom ils fituation, might be naturally fup- 
pofed. This frigidity, however, is can fed by the ridges 
of mountains that run along tUo ft- parts, which are ex- 
ec (live high, and commonly covered with deep I hows. 
The fouthern parts are fultry * but the climate in gene- 
ral is temperate and falubrioua. 

Of the many rivers in this country, we (hall only 
fpecify thole that are n oft worthy of notice. The 
principal of thefe are as follow. The Hoambo, or 

Vtllow River* lb called becaufc, after heavy rains, the 



waters are muddy, and tinged with a yellow colour 
owing to the peculiar quality of the foil through which 
it flows. It takes its rife towards the frontiers of In- 
doftan, in the intermediate mountains between Tartary 
and the province of Suchan, and, after maintaining. \ 
ferpenrine courle of near 1900 miles, difcharges itfelf 
into the Eaftern Ocean. Tne Hoambo is rapid in the 
extreme, and, together with the effect of torrents of 
rains from the adjacent hills, fwells to that degree, that 
not with landing the exertion of the indefatigable pains 
and labour which characterize the Chinefe, it frequently 
overflows its bounds, and does irreparable damage. 

The Ky-am, or Blue River, takes its rife in Tibet 
maintaining acourfe from eaft to weft, and empties it! 
felf into the Eaftern Ocean. It is remarkable for its 
breadth and depth. 

There are in China, alfo, the Bloody River, fo called 
from the rednefs of the fand ; and the Pearl River, fo 
called from the number of precious ftones found among 
its gravel, which, by moonfhine, overfpreads it waters 
with fo uncommon a luftre, as gives their furface die 
tranfparent glofs of waving pearl. 

The River Tomin, in harveft time, turns blue, of 
which the adjacent inhabitants avail themfelves, by 
ufing its waters for the purpofe of dying, which, at 
that feafon, afford an admirable tinge. The waters of a 
river near Fomgaw are fo thin that timber will not float 
on them j and thole of another, in the neighbourhood 
of Ching-tien, are odoriferous. The River Kin -xa has 
gold land in its bottom. The waters of the River Xo 
are of a medicinal quality, and muchreforted to by the 
difeafed for the cure of fundry difordcrs. 

But the moft remarkable river in China is one near 
the city of Hang-chen, which rifes yearly upon a certain 
day to a ftupendous altitude. Multitudes repair to be- 
hold this phenomenon ; though neither Afiatic or Eu- 
ropean philofophers have yet defined the caufe of it. 
When the furges fubfide, the adjacent people pare off 
the furface of the Ihores which they covered, and this 
part becomes excellent fait, a commodity ufeful andfa- 
lutary to the inhabitants of an inland diftricTt, who would 
be greatly diftrefled, were they not fupplied through 
the means of this inundation. This adefs to other in- 
ftances of the fingular bounty of Providence, in adapting 
various bleflings to various climes, as may fuit the exi- 
gencies of the creatures which inhabit them. 

The bays of this country are thofe of Nankin and 
- Canton. The canals claim the greatcft attention, arc 
equally admirable in defign and execution, and exhibit 
the moft ftriking proofs of human invention, diligence, 
and afliduity, as well as the excellence of the kgiflature, 
and provident care of the ancient Chinefe. Some of 
thefe canals extend feveral hundred miles, and are deep 
enough to contain veffcls of confiderable burthen. They 
arc difpofed in wonderful proportion, and the banks on 
each fide are lined with hewn ftone. When the wind 
admits, the veffcls arc navigated it. them by the ufual 
means of fails ; and in calms they are towed by men. 
The whole country is chequered, as it were, and watered 
by flukes from the large canals, over which are creeled 
a great number of bridges, with the center arches to 
conllruelcd, as to admit of the paffage of vefTels with- 
out the leaft obltruction. The moft fuperb of theie 
canals is that called Yun-lean, or the Royal Canal, a 
moll ftupendous work, that divides China into two 
parts, north and louth, and thereby opens an unfriter- 
rnptrd communication between the two extremities 01 
the empire. As the low lands are rendered fertile by 
innumerable canals, the higher grounds are cultivated 
by the indefatigable labour of the people: fo that the 
liberal hand of a bountiful Providence, as well as vuv 
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dim* kinds of grain, and watered by machines curi- 
ounv adapted to the purpofe. 

Some of the hills are cut into die moft fanciful fhapes, 
fo as to refemble, at a diftance, a variety of animal 
Lures, as elephants, camels, leopards boars tygers, 
xf c Thofa, by way of eminence, called, <c The hills 
of five horfes heads/' have great affinity to their appel- 
lation, and may be deemed a ftupendous production 
both as to nature and art. 

Nor are they only expert at levelling natural hills, 
but equally adroit in raiting artificial mounts ; fo that 
every cultivated part is thereby fecured from colds, 
heats, blafts, or droughts, in the moft effectual manner. 
From this concife view of the natural fertility of the foil, 
and ingenuity, as well as induftry, of the people, the 
reader muft be led to infer, the production of a fuper- 
abundant fupply> not only of the neceflaries, but deli- 
cacies of life ; and alfo the opulence and health, popu- 
loufnefs and pleafantry, of a country thus tituated, and 
thus cultivated. It might afford an admirable defign 
for the pencil of the ingenious artift, as the agreeable 
variety of its landfcapes furpafles imagination fully to 
conceive. Such is the variegated profpect of its ver- 
dant lawns, bending blades, delightful groves, fequef- 
tered bowers, wonderful canals, winding ftreams, trees 
covered with delicious fruits, together with cafcades, 
turrets, &c. that the eye cannot behold it without rap- 
ture, and entertaining the idea of a perfect Ely fmm. 

The only mountains of China are thofe which fepa- 
rate it from Tartary, and are craggy, fteep, and almoft 
inacceflible. 

SECTION II. 

Natural Hifiory, mnd various Productions of China. 

WE deem it incumbent on us, before we enter upon 
the fubject before us, to obferve, that much 
honour is due to the memory of the late John Bradby 
Blake, Efq. one of the Englifh Eaft India Company's 
refident fupercargoes at Canton in China, for his curious 
researches, and valuable difcoveries, in the natural 
hiftory .ind manufactures of China, and other parts of 
Afia; as alfo for his great and fuccefsful endeavours to 
render his difcoveries ufefulto mankind in general, and 
his fellow fubjects in particular. His plan was to pro- 
cure the feeds of all the vegetables produced in China, 
which are ufed in medicine, manufaaures, or food, 
and forward to Europe not only fuch feeds, but the 
plants producing them, in order to be propagated in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and fuch parts abroad as ap- 
pertains to them. Nor did he confine hi mfelf to the 
produce of that empire only, but eftablifhcd an inter- 
courj C ( b y means of the junks) with Japan and Cochin- 
Uuna, and fucceeded fo well, that, through his means, 
he feeds of the fine Cochin-China rice, and thofe of 
n Q U ^ WtrCe ' w " e P^P^ted in Jamaica, and fome 
parts adjacent, and proved of great utility to the inha- 
T^au u c ™ ncnt phyfician and naturalift, who re- 
fnZ y u th f laitlC mean9 > fceds of tWf > for ts of China 

and E W and man y othcr fccc!s from P^in, 
decuTrT r f . therly L P rovincca of China, very candid^ 
of this krS * vantage muft accrue from a plan 

feconlW a fought to accrue from it, if as well 
for* ™ ^ th / S fi< K thc Atlantic. All the plants be- 
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Mr. Blake alfo fent home, at Various times, above; 
fifty drawings of choice plants, moft curioufly delinea-. 
ted from nature, with all their parts of fructification 
differed by himfelf, and cblbured. Thefe drawings 
were fnewn to many of the curious, and ^particularly to 
that ingenious and learned botanift the late t)r. Solan - 
der, who declared them to be excellent perfprm^oces. 
Nor was Mr. Blake's genius confined to botanic fub- 
jects ; he had began to collect, or rather procure, fof- 
fils and ores. Mineralogy was likewife a branch of his 
researches. He fent a fpecimen of lead ore, from a 
mine the Chinefe had of late discovered in the interior 
parts of China ; and alfo a fpecimen of the ore peak- 
tong y or White copper j as alio the precedes by which, 
this beautiful metal is made into divers utenfils in China* 
in order for experiments to be made thereby in Eng- 
land, under the direction of the Secretary to the Society 
for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, ana 
Commerce. Ht» alfo fent fpecimens of die earths, 
clays, lands, ftones, and other materials ufed in mak- 
ing the true Nankin porcelain, from which an ingenious 
Englifh artift produced fome pieces of excellent porce- 
lain, and declared the earths, Sec. were fo complete a 
fet of fpecimens, and yet fo fnnple, as to be, beyond a, 
doubt, the true porcelain materials. Mr. Blake, in 
fine, collected models of machines various arts prac- 
tifed, and manufactures carried on, by the Chinefe, in 
order that his country might receive benefit by the in- 
genuity of'their invention. 

From what has been premifed, it is not to be won- 
dered that in China are to be found the products of 
moft other countries, as well as many peculiar to itfelf. 
In fome of the provinces they have two, but in moft 
three, harvefts in the year. It produces grain of every 
kind in rich abundance, excellent oranges, grapes, 
ananas, figs, pomegranates, and many other fruits. 

The meadows and paftures are extremely rich, and 
feed vaft numbers of cattle: nor is any country better 
furnifhed with horfes, oxen, fwine, buffaloes, and 
game in general, and in particular deers of fundry kinds, 
whofe furs are a very profitable commodity. Here 
are fome elephants, and numbers of tygers, very fero- 
cious, that range for prey in large herds, and are ex- 
tremely dangerous when preffed by hunger, in entering 
villages, and attacking the inhabitants with moft favagc 
fury. Leopards, and other wild creatures, fome pe- 
culiar to the country, are very numerous. Here is al- 
fo the mufk-cat, which carries that valuable perfume in 
a kind of bladder under the navel, and is therefore of 
great importance to the commerce of the country. 

The Chinefe camel is about the bignefs of a middle- 
fized horfe, of a dun or afh colour, well made, and has 
two bunches upon its back. 

The bears of China naturallv walk upon their hind 
legs, in their face refemble monkies, have long beards, 
great cunning, are very docile, and, through the ma- 
nagement of their tutors, capable of performing a va- 
riety of tricks highly laughable and entertaining. There 
are abundance of mules here wild in the mountains, but 
fometimes they venture into the plains, where they are 
hunted, and, if taken, killed, and eaten; their flefiS 
being fweet, tender, and much admired. They are fo 
untraceable, that they cannot be rendered otherwifc 
ferviceablc. They refemble ours in point of fhape and 
fizc, but are of a lighter colour, and very fleet. 

Of the the animal curiofities the greateft is the dwarf 
flag, refembling exactly a ftag in form, and being no 
bigger than a dog in fize. This little animal is chiefly 
domeftic, few perfons of any confidcration being with- 
out them in their houfes or gardens. 

The breed of the Chinefe horfes, which originally 
were but fmall, has been greatly improved by tne in- 
troduction of Tartarian, Arabian and Perfun horfes, 
inibmuch that the natives are now not only pofleflcd 
of good horfes, but are become expert in the manage- 
ment of them. 

With refpect to birds, eagles, cranes, ftorks, birds 
of paradife, pelicans, peacocks, pheafants, gecfr, 

lwans. 
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fwans, ducks, and a great variety of others, are found 

here in abundance. w 9 . 

Among the reft, the pheafant is ungmarly remark- 
able for the beauty of its plumage and the dehcacy of 
its tafte. It is, therefore, as much prized by. the vo- 
luptuary in China as in other parts, and therefore falls 
a general facrifice. The hut-ling, a bird peculiar to 
China and part of Tartary, has feathers admirably va- 
riegated and curiouffy interfperfed. 

From the multitude of its rivers, canals and lakes, 
as well as its, proximity in fome parts to the fea > this 
countrv cannot but abound * ith fi(h, and that in the 

greateu variety. ■ , . • , 

Moftof the opulent flock the ponds in their gardens 

with gold or filver filh, or keep them in their houfes 
in fine china vclTels by way of ornament At prefent 
they are as well known in Europe as in China. . 1 hey 
are in length from three to about nine inches, and 
proportion ably thick. ' Some art of a gold,, others of 
a filver colour, the luttre of, which is, inconceivably 
beWtiful, and many are elegantlv Vanegate4 with fine 
fhming gold' and' filver tints, and delicately freaked 
with an admirable gold: In mild .weaker they gene- 
rally fwim 'near the furface of the water, anfi give, an 
exquifite brightnefs and variety to it. They are very 
tender, and eaCly killed by heat, cold, ftrong (cents, 
the report' of a" cannon, thunder, &c. ¥ 

In England they will breed in ponds, but not in the 
rfafs globular vefleb in which they are ufu ally kept in 
houfes. When kept in glaffes, the only trouble is to 
change the water about once a week; and the expence 
is fo trifling that three pennyworth of millet-feed will 
fupply a fcorc of them with food for a twelvemonth. 
There prevails an error that the gold fifii is the male 
and the filver the female. This has been, refuted by a 
correspondent in the vicinity of London, who has now 
m-eat numbers of the gold fat only in one pond, which 
every year have encreafed their fpecies ; a full proot 
that there are the male and female of the gold fort as 

well as of others. . 

Some of the rivers of China produce a yellow nib, 
which is delicious food. They are very large, and only 
to be caught at irated feafons. The meal fifli w much 
efteemed, and the eyes are remarkable, being fur- 
rounded bv a black ring, which is again enclofed by 
two white circles of an admirable biightnefs. There 
is the arrnour-fifli, fo termed from the vaft number of , 
fcales with which it is covered :' it is;decmcd excellent 
'food,' \*nd there is a faying concerning it among the 
Chinefe, which is, " that the armour is fit for a foldier, 
and the flefh food for an emperor." 

There are various modes of filhingpractifcd in China. 
They catch the voting fry in order to flock their ponds 
and refcrvoirs in their gardens, by placing hurdles, 
: mats and net- work acrofs the rivers and lakes to inter- 
cept them. They alfo ufe nets and lines as in Europe, 
fometimes catch tifh by diving, and fometimes transfix 
them with darts. They have a cuftom of going in 
boats in the night time, when the beams of the moon 
retV crin." on the vamifh with which they are painted, 
the tifh being thereby deluded, leap into die boats and 

become an cafy nny. . 

Ducks arc taken upon the canals by the following 
ftratagem. Beinc; fond of pecking at the gourds, me- 
lons, and other fruits, that fall from the trees which 
overhang the dreams and float upon the waters, they 
I coop a large gourd out clean, and cut holes fo as to 
come c*aclly before tlie eyes and mouth. A man then 
puts the rourd on his head and goes into the water up 
To his chin. The ducks, imagining it to be a gourd 
floating on the water, Iwim to and peck at it, when 
the man frizes them by the legs, and with great ealc 
catches numbers in a fhort time. 

In China there is a particular bird trained to decoy 
fifh as ducks are to decoy uVir own fpecies in the fens 
of Uncolnfhire. Thrfe binh, follow the lilherrncn to 
the rivers or lakes, dive at a fignal given, feiae the 
fifh, fly with it to the boat, and immediately difgorge 
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it, which they cannot but do, a- ring being placed m 
on the neck to prevent their fwallowing it. If 
proves too large for one, feveral feize it together and 
convey, it to the ftfherroen. 

Of jnfc6U the moft remarkable is the filk>wonn r of 
whic^L we (ball treat hereafter 5 a butterfly of amain* 
fize and beauty, and a fpecies of lizards called wal£ 
dragons. Tlie fields in the funrtmer are infefted with 
locuffe which do conflderable damage. The 

natives 

however, ufe divers means either to deftroy or expel 
them. 

Agriculture in China is held in a degree of vene- 
ration : they revere the memories of thofe huflbandmen 
who lowed the feeds of the happinefs and (lability 0 f 
the empire in tlie fertile bofom of the earth, that hv. 
exhauftible fourcc of whatever conduces to the nou. 
rifhment x and confequently to the increafe of mankind. 
It is remarked by the Abbe Raynal, in his PhilofophU 
cal and Political Hiftory, that to do honour to this pro- 
feffion the emperors of China become hufbandrn en of- 
ficially. It is one of their public functions to break 
up the ground in the fpring, and the parade of mag- 
nificence that accompanies this ceremony draws toge- 
ther all the farmers in the neighbourhood of the ca- 
pital. The example of the prince is followed in all 
the provinces, and at, the fame fcafon the viceroys re- 
peat the fame ceremonies in the prefence of a nume- 
rous concourfe of hufbandmen. The Europeans, who 
have been prefent at this ceremony at Canton never 
fpeakof it without emotion, and it has been regretted 
that this fcftival, the political aim of which is the en- 
couragement of labour, is not eftabliftied in our cli- 
mate. In fine, the rural induftry and cec onomy of the 
Chinefe may be propoled as an example to all otkv 

nations in the univerfe. 

But notwithstanding this defer ved eulogium on their 
rural induftry and (economy, it is'obferved by bota- 
nilts, that they are unacquainted with the nature ot 
grafting trees, or meliorating the earth when they a.e 
planted, the fruit in general being of an inferior fla- 
vour, and lefs delicious than that of Europe. 'they 
have divers trees appropriated to divers ulc>. There 
are the orange, lime and citron trees, a kind of date 
tree, the pea tree, which produces a fruit that rcfcnibks 
and :s as delicate to the talle as the pea of Europe , the 
meal tree, the pulp of which yields exceHent flour: 
the pepper tiee, the berries of winch are fo ftroiiff asto 
overcome by the fee nt thofe who pluck them. liitfJc 
are two kinds of varnifli tree, called by the natives the 
Tfi-chu and theTong-chuj the former produces .in 
excellent varnifli that is univerfally admired ; the latter 
furnifhes a varnilh of an inferior kind. If 0:11 the 
Kou-chu, or Size-tree, is extracted a matter rdemb- 
ling milk, which is of great ufe in gilding. 1 he Mi- 
low is merely to gratify the view, and therefore planted 
on the lides of their river* and canals, and aliocbeUiu- 
\v& of paftoral poetry with them as well as with ot w 
nations. The red leaves and white fruit of the ta low 
tree form a miking concraftj of the kernels, wim 1 
have the properties of tallow, candles are made, on. 
their light is rather dim. Swarms of infefts, at 
feafons, cover the white wax. tree, and leave on 11 
branches their threads of wax. Delicate pickles - 
made from the mango, and admirable fweet-nuats 1101 
the produce of the tfe-tfe tree. 

It is agreed by naturalilts, that the polomie n ee ( 
peculiar to China) bears tlie largeft fruit m the ui 
vcife. The kernel, when roafted, is delicious ■ _ 
makes an excellent diih when dteffed in cih «a-n 
milk. The mod extraordinary property of i»\ 11 j ■ 
that the fruit grows fiom its trunk & indeed, u 
fueh bulk that the blanches could not full am f 

The Chinefe form their anchois of the *<>•> 
the iron-tree, which is fo very hard and du • ■* • 
that they affirm they are more biting than mou 
of the metal from which the tree derives us «• 
The tret-ham is admired for the beauty ol it* » , 
which is of a bright red variegated With U"<< ^ 
which appvar like the cftlfts of art. 
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The bamboo, or cane-tree, is appropriated to many 
ufcful purpofes. The bud has an agreeable flavour, 
and the pith is fine eating. It is ufed in buildings, and 
die tubes arc ufed for water-pipes. The inters make 
bafltets; and when it becomes rotten, it is reduced in- 
to a pafte, of which they make paper. The nan-mu 
tree, however, furnilhes the chief wood for building ; 
though they have oak, lime, fanders-wood, ebony, 
camphiie, and other large and lofty trees. 

Amongft a vaft variety of fhrubs is the tea plant or 
jkruby of which production, as fo generally efteemed 
throughout Europe, we fhall give a particular descrip- 
tion. There are feveral kinds of tea, fome finer, 
fmoothcr, and more fragrant than others, accojdingto 
the foil they grow in. That named Singlo is deemed 
the moil elegant, and ufed by the more opulent. Some 
are denominated from their particular colours or quali- 
ties j as the Vowi (i. e. Bohi or Bohe) fo called from 
its dark or brown colour. This fort is much efteemed 
in China for tafte, flavour, and medicinal qualities. It 
is originally the fame plant with the Green, and only 
differs from it by its being gathered fix or feven weeks 
fooner, that is in March, when in its full bloom, and 
the leaves are full of juice ; whereas the other, by being 
left lb much lojager on the tree, lofes a part of its 
juice, and contracts a different colour, tafte, and vir- 
tue, being more rough to the palate, and raking to the 
ftomach. The Bohea, or firft bud, is gathered as 
aforefaid ; the Impei ial in April ; and the Singlo in May 
or June : fo that the general divifion of teas is into two 
forts, viz. Green and Bohea; though they are diftm- 
guifhed by other appellations, ace rding to the time of 
gathering, province where produced, or method of 
curing, as Congo, Souchong, Singlo, Bloom, Impe- 
rial, Hyfon, Gunpowder, &c. 

The procefs of curing or preparing it is as follows. 
After the leaves are plucked, they are infufed in water 
for a certain time, by which the refinous particles are 
diflipatcd, and rendered palatable : for without fuch 
preparation, they would be fo exceedingly bitter, that 
fcarcc any quantity of fugar would be fumcient to correal 
the tafte. After this infufion, the Bohea is expofed to the 
heat of the fun, or dried by the fire till it is crifped or 
contracted into the final! compafs in which we fee it. 

"tthcG;eenhvingbcen aflidioufly turned and ftined 
about the whole time, is ftrewed upon fhects of copper, 

via, 

which, w thout fuch precaution, would prove of the 

Z fit Y t CnVCS , the P rinc ip»l part of its 6 tincW 
he hearH lh * b *J* M ™P°"« that exhale from 

me Sionr 8 J C - obnoxif ' l , ,s . ar * principa recom- 
Eics L r ' i " OI u° n y , t0 the E«">P™». but the 
'h y would ra rfc h 1 th - C ! nfatl,ati0 » ° f mankind, that 
S r t te„d to rh PlC8 £ eye ', and 8 ra »t'y Palate, 

Particular inft ' V vat ion. 1 h;g is evident in the 
Aeunwhol c& r >f thc RC ? craI P"*'™<* given to 

'he Boh«, i* cvu i ,» U t™' c "Y> '«'wt;ver, affirm,, that 

he '°- This 1! P *i 1 T"'"'" mixtd wilh a ' ,ot "cr 
the ChinVft probab,v be an adulteration of which 

moll kind Arfc rc VPr l' ava 'i^^'s. and praclifed in 
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correct, the unwholelbme brackifhnefs of tfieir waters, 
which, in fome places, were not only diftafteful, but 
productive of diftempers j fo that when its virtues be- 
came known, it grew into univerfal ufe. Iris deemed 
by them a fingular diluter, and purifier of the blood, 
a great ftrcng then er of the brain and ftomach, and pro- 
moter of digeftion, perfpiratfon, and other fecretions, 
and particularly a great diuretic, and cleanfer of the 
reins and urethra. They drink it in great quantities in 
high fevers, in cholics, and other acute difeafesj and 
think it a fure, though flow lemedy, againft thofe of 

the chronic kind, fion its admirable falubrious qua- 
lities. 

TI e faculty are divided with refpect to the qua*Hes 
of this celebrated exotic plant. Dr. Quincey fpeaks of 
tea, particularly the Green, as one of tiie molt wh >!e- 
fome vegetables that was ever introduced into food or 
medicine: while Dr. James, on the other hand, affirms, 
that whatever virtues may be afcribed to ten, or how- 
ever ufcful as a medicine it may be in China, he is very 
certain, that either the tea, the water, or both, are very 
prejudicial as an habitual drink in England, infomuch, 
that he has known many hyftcrical cafes relieved by 
difcontinuing the ufe of it, without taking any remedy 
whatever, and in one in particular attended with (hock- 
ing convulftons. 

But thefe eminent profelTors may have carried their 
refpedtivc opinions to the extreme; for it is generally 
admitted, that tea has many of the virtues attributed 
to it by the Chinefe, without being fo univerfal in its ef- 
fects, as Dr. Quincey would perfuade us. It may hke- 
wifc be in fome inftances un whole fome, without being 
fo pernicious as Dr. James would reprefent it. If to 
thefe we add the probable adulterations of the Chinefe 
merchants, and our own retaileis, together with ilie 
virtues it may lofe in the voyage from a variety of ac<» 
cidents to which it is expofed, it will tend to render us 
more candid in our opinions concerning the particulars 
for which thefe profelTors fo warmly contend. 

The tea-tree commonly bears leaves from top to bot- 
tom, which are indented like our role leaves or'fweu- 
briar ; and the flower is very much like that of the latter, 
with fix upper and fix under leaves. The fruit «s of 
the llze of a fmall pippin, finely flavoured, and taltes 
fomewhat like a clove. The feed is round, biaclciih, 
and about the fize of a large pea, when dry and ihrunk. 
Being put into the mouoh, it yields at firft a fwect, but 
being kept longer in i% a bitterifh tafte, and yields 
likewife a quantity of oil, which, in fome parts, they 
ufe as fan ce to food. Itfeldom, if ever, grows to above 
the fize of a rofe bum, or, at molt, a filberd-tree. It 
is worthy of notice, that the Dutch dry and prepare 
their fngc like other teas, and fell it to the Chinefe, 
who are fo fond of it, and prefer it fo far to the bell: of 
their own growth, that they give four pounds of the 
latter for one of the former. 

'I he ufe of tea was introduced into our country be- 
fore the reftoration, as mention is made of it in the lirft 
acl of parliament that fettled the excife on the king for 
li(e in 1660. Cathe rine of Li/bon, wife to Charles II. 
rendered die tile of it common at his court. 

The ginfeng, fo famous among the Chinefe, as the 
univerfal remedy, and monopolized even by their em- 
perors, is now found to be but a common root, and is 
plentiful in Britifh America. 

There are feveral vegetables in China of a medicinal 
nature, particularly ihubarb, touting or China-root, 
and tobacco. 

The mountains of China are ftored with iron, cop- 
per, quickfilver, lead, white copper, or tiitanague, 
which the natives call fe-tong % Joad-ftoncs, pit-coal, 
lalts of various kinds, and quarries of ftones, particu- 
larly marble, many veins of which arc finely variegated. 
As one of the fundamental maxims of the Chinefe go- 
verment is that of not introducing a fupcrabundance 
of gold and filver, for fear of hurting induftry, their 
gold mines are but (lightly worked i and the currency 
of that metal is iupplied by the grains the people pick 
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up in-the fand of rivers and mountains. The filver fpecie 
is furnifhed from the mines of Honan. 



SECTION III. 

Pcrjons, Drefs, Difpofi lions, Cujloms, Manners, Marriage 
&nd Funeral Ceremonies, &c. of the Natives. 

THE paintings of the Chinefc are fo extremely de- 
ficient in point of refemblance of feature, that the 
Europeans have thence conceived a lefs favourable 
opinion of their peifons than they really defcrve, In 
general they are comely and graceful. In the northern 
parts their complexions are fair} but to the fouthward 
they are fwarthy. They are of the middle ftature, their 
faces broad, their eyes black and fmall, and their nofes 
rather fhort. The women have little fparkling eyes, 
plump rofy lips, regular features, and a delicate, tho* 
florid, complexion. The fmallnefs of their feet is 
deemed a principal part of their beauty and nofwath- 
ing is omitted when they are young, to give them that 
accompiifhment ; fo that when they grow up, they may 
be faid to totter rather t|ian walk. This fanciful orna- 
ment, or piece of beauty, if it may be fo called, is 
faid by fome to have been invented by the ancient 
Chinefe, to re drain women from vifiting and rambling 
too much abroad; while others affirm that the fafhion 
was taken from an emprefs, called Takia, who natu- 
rally having very fmall feet, took infinite pains to make 
them worfe, and the court ladies imitating her example, 
the fafhion became general, infomuch, that no expref- 
fion was thought fo ignominious, as to reproach a 
Chinefe woman with having large feet. 

The Tartarian women have not given in to this ab- 
furd practice. 

The Chinefe, in many inftanccs, have particular 
ideas of beauty. In youth the men pluck- out mod of 
the hairs of their beards by the roots; but when they 
advance to the age of forty, they differ what remains to 
grow long, as they imagine its appearance gives them 
an air of wifdom and dignity. On the crown of their 
head* they wear a fingle lock of hair; the Tartars hav- 
ing obliged them to cut off the reft. Men of quality 
and learning let the nails of the fingers grow to an 
enormous length, to Ihew that they are not employed 
in manual labour. In the fummer they wear a conical 
cap made of fplinters, lined with fattin, and adorned 
with the tail of a red cow, the hair of which defcends, 
from the top to the -*dges. But the cap of the luperior 
order is nude of pall, board, adorned with a tuft of red 
filk, andcovered within fide and without with the riched 
fattin. 

The dreffes of both men and women are much alike, 
and feem calculated for eafe and freedom, confiding of 
a ved and fafh, and a kind of gown with long flecves 
thrown over them. Their drawers are wide, and they 
have bufkins quilted with cotton. In fummer their 
necks are bare, and their veds without lining; but in 
winter they are covered with filks or Ikins, according 
to their different cireumdances. The women of qua- 
lity (though feldom feen by the Europeans) take much 
pains in decorating their heads with artificial flowers, 
and gold and lilviw fpangles. Sometimes their hair is 
drawn up in a net, and ibmetimes difhevelled. The 
women in common wear it tied in a bunch at the top of 
the head. Their garments are of all colours except 
yellow, which none but the royal family are permitted 
to wear. The females adopt a mod difagreeable cuftam 
of chewing betel to darken their teerh, as black teeth 
arc deemed ornamental in this country. Thofe who 
live upon the water, or follow the employment of filh- 
ing, are clad irv cocoa- nut leaves, and have a fort of 



worthy of imitation, with refp*e£l to their induftry and 
perfevcrance in the accompli fhment of whatever th e 
undertake. Their public works are founded upon ra 
tional principles, utility being the leading point in view" 
and pleafure and ornament but fecondary confiderations* 
As their laws prefcribe modes of behaviour for perfonj 
of all ranks and degrees, thefe people are ceremonious 
to an extreme, and appear very polite and affable: but 
thefe exterior accomplifliments are clouded by duplicity 
and fraud ; and as avarice is their leading pafiion, they 
can neither be influenced by motives of honefty or hu- 
manity. They are very artful in evading the law, are 
not daring enourh to commit a public robbery, but ex- 
cel every nation upon earth in privately cheating. Nay, 
they take as much delight in over-reaching and cozen- 
ing one another, as they do the greateft ftrangers. 

Captain Cook obferves, that (the clanger of being 
hanged for any crime being excepted) there is nothing 
however infamous, which a Chinefe will refufeto do 
for gain, and in this opinion he concurs with every pre- 
ceding writer ; fo that thefe people have taken no 
fmall pains to edablifh their reputation for infamy. 

When the Refolution and Difcovery, on rhe laft 
voyage, performed by order of his Britannic Majcfty, 
anchored off the town of Macao, Capt. King was fent 
by order of Capt. Gore [to whom the command of the 
expedition devolved on the demife of Capt. Cook] with 
a party to Canton, to procure, if pofliblc, fome necef- 
fary i applies of provifion and cordage. Here he had 
an opportunity of difcovering the genius of the Chinefe 
for trade. Apprehending that Canton would be an 
advantageous market for furs, he had taken with him 
about twenty fea-otter fkins, and being directed by 
lome of the Englifh fupercargoes to a member of the 
Hongy (an appellation given to a fociety of the princi- 
pal merchants of the city,) was aflured by him, that 
he might rely on his integrity in the tranfadlion of bu- 
finefs between them. 

The fkins being laid before this merchant, he ex- 
amined them over and over again, with particular at- 
tention, and at lad informed Captain King, that he 
could not think of offering more than 300 dollars for 
them. As the Captain was convinced, from the price 
at which fkins had been fold at Kamfchatka, that he 
had not offered one half of their value, he found him- 
felf obliged to drive a bargain. He therefore, in his 
turn, demanded 1000 dollars. The Chinefe merchant 
then advanced to 500 \ after which he offered Mr. King 
a private prefent of porcelain and tea, which amounted 
to 100 more: then he propofed to give the fame fum 
in money; and at length rofe to 700 dollars; upon 
which the Captain lowered his demands to 900. Here, 
each of them declaring that he would not recede, thty 
parted: but the Chinefe fpeedily returned with a lift ol 
Kaft-Indian commodities, which he now defircd that 
Mr. King would cake in exchange, and which (as the 
Captain was afterwards informed) would have amounted 
in value, if faithfully delivered, to double the fumtlic 
merchant had before offered. Finding the Captain un- 
willing to deal in this mode, he finally propoled, that 
they mould divide the difference, which Mr. King, 
weary of the corned, agreed to, and received the »ov 

dollais. r . 

Ihat fraud is the prevailing characleriftic oMiit 
Chinefe is corroborated by feveral proofs, the Wit w 
which was fo late as the year 1786. Our correfpondem, 
to whom we arc under great obligations for divers com- 
nieatiom, in the late rematks with which we : nac 
n favoured, fays, as the fir 11 inllance of Chinele im- 



fnumeatiom, in the late remaiK* witn whk » 
been favoured, fays, as the firil inllance ol Clunelen^- 
pofition, that the pi lot who came on board to m 
the (hip to Macao roads, had the aflurunce to alk lony 
or fifty dollars, and took only ten. I tc father 



umbrella made of the fame fixed clofe to the head. 
The fafhion of Litinfr fans is univrrfal throughout China, 
arid has thence bci 11 tranfplantcd to feveral other places, 
particularly Europe. 

The Chinefe merit great npplaufe, and ara highly 
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ived. As a counterpoife to this 



called by the faiiors wafhay girls, who come 
women, ca» 7 . are nQt ailowed to come 

^fgSlbe- to waft « m oft punctual 
fn rmSng the fame exactly folded and mended, and 
£JS » fcarcdy ever known an inftance of their 

di Th^'arc Primed here by cither flogging by the 
mandarin, or cutting off their lock of hair, every Chi- 
naman having one plaited almoft down their backs, ha- 
dravs or priefts excepted. If a crime of more confe- 
rence is committed, they are ftrangled by mutes : but 
this punifhment they only inflict when they wrong each 

° l Theft walhay girls, as they are called, live in fam- 
pans, which are fmall boats, and the habitations of 
whole families. A man, woman, and four children, 
often dwell in one of them, and have with them their 
cooking utenfils, furniture, Sec. Both men and wo- 
men l'cull theft fampans with one fculler very rapidly. 
It is very common to fee a Chinefe woman fculling with 
a child at her back, and two or three fat Chinamen in 
the fampan fmoaking within fide. 

It appears from the accounts of voyagers in general, 
who have touched at Canton, that the Chinefe are a 
faithiefs, deceiving, cowardly, thievifh fet of people. 

Previous to a vifit made to any perfon of quality, a 
billet is always preftnted to the porter, fetting forth 
the name and rank of life of the vifitant and if he be of 
equal rank with the perfon whom he vifits, he is re- 
ceived at the hall door by the matter, two of his domef- 
tics holding before him a large fan, which is removed 
upon the vifitant entering the hall. It is then the cere- 
mony begins, » with many bondings of the knee, and 
bowings of the body on both fides, complimenting each 
other with their refpeftive titles, and taking the right 
and left fide of each other by turns. Thefe ceremonies 
over, the gueft is conducted to a chair, and when feat- 
ed declares the intention of his vifit. After a fhort 
converfation tea is brought; and when that is over, they 
make their obeifance to each other, and take leave with 
much bowing on both fides. 

Upon the birth day of a confiderable mandarin, peo- 
ple of the firft quality affemble, and proceed in bodies 
to his palace, taking fweetmeats and other prefents with 
them. Upon entering the hall they (land in rows, and 
make a molt profound reverence. One of them then 
taking a cup of liquor, prefents it to the mandarin, 
faying, " Behold the liquor which gives joy." Another 
with fweetmears, fays, " Behold the fugars of Jong life." 
Then others of the company repeat the lame ceremonies. 

A mandarin of inferior rank, on meeting his fupe- 
nor, inrtantly Hops his fedan, and makes a moft pro- 
found reverence. If two of equal rank meet, they fa- 
lute each other in their fedans, by croffing their hands, 
and raifmgthem to their heads, which they repeat till 
they are entirely out of each other's fight. 

r l he cuftom among the great at giving an entertain- 
ment is to introduce as many tables as there are guefts 
invited, unlefsthc great number of vifitants render it 
neccflary to place two at a table. Thefe tables Hand in 
afme on each fide of the great hall, which is adorned 
wth pictures, flower-pots, and china-ware. 1 he ta- 
Wes being placed diiedlly oppofitc to each other, the 
pu-tts face one another as they fir. There are neither 

1 , V, I s T Mn P kins > b»t the fore part of each table 
« t mhelhihecl with embroidered 01k, and the whole of 
K^andloiijrjyjap.uined. On the tables are large difhes 
f m meat ready carved, piled pyrnmidieally, wirh flowers 
am citrons at the top of the table. They have ne ither 

fcvtL? r rlh 0n . 81 Ult . Cat with ivory flicks. After 
EL l A V ? K * r »^' v <^ batons of foup are 

hlr 1? ht| I aUcntictl w»h very fmall loaves, which they 

Sfhe hS V frult , ! h ^ bcforc thc fhjir » fcrvcel, chc lord 
™*r place, la the mean while thc farm* arc cm- 



ployed, fome in carrying water for the guefts to warn 
their hands, others in cleaning the tables, and others of 
thern in preparing thedefert, which confifts of the richeft 
fruits, fweetmeats, &c. 

While the company are regaling themfelves, it is 
very common for players to introduce themfelves, who, 
bowing feveral times to the very ground, prefent the 
principal gueft at the entertainment with a book, in 
which are written, in golden letters, the titles of feveral 
plays i but the head gueft refers the choice to a fecond, 
thefecond to a third, the third to a fourth, and fo on; 
but all refufing, he at length choofes a play that he ima- 
gines will beft pleafe the company. 

During the dramatic entertainment, the women are 
feated in another apartment, where, through a filk 
netting, they fee the performance without being feen 
themfelves. Between the acls the company are reliev- 
ed with mufic, both vocal and instrumental. Of the 
latter kind are bafons made of copper, drums which 
they beat with flat fticks, and flutes of different forts. 
About the middle of the play one of the actors quits the 
ftage, or rather floor, covered with a carpet, and col- 
lects money of the company. And at all thefe ceremo- 
nious feafts, the fervants of the houfe make a collection 

likewife for the mailer's ufe, to reimburfe him in part 
for the expencesof the entertainment. 

Parents here have an abfolute controul over their 
children, no age nor office exempting them from their 
jurifdiction ; hence the refpect fhewn by children to 
their parents. 

The mere teftimony of the father is fufficient for the 
convi<5Hon of his fon when cited before a mandarin, 
without any corroborating circumftances. 

If a fon attempts the life of his father or mother, his. 
body is cut to pieces and burnt. If he leaves any houfe 
or dwelling-place behind him, it is razed to the ground^ 
and a monument erected in the place to perpetuate 
his infamy. Even the houfe, or houfes, adjoining it, 
are alfo levelled with the earth. 

The Chinefe affect vaft national fuperiority ; even 
thc meaneft among them have a contempt for other 
countries j and before they were vifited by the Euro- 
pean miffionaries, they looked upon themfelves fo fu- 
perior to the reft of mankind, that they treated all other 
nations as Barbarians. They had conceived the moll 
extravagant ideas of their own country as to its filia- 
tion. Upon one of the jefuitical miffionaries, who vifit- 
ed them, prefenting a map of the globe, they defired 
him to explain it to them, for they were totally igno- 
rant of the delineation of it. " This (fays the father) 
is Europe, this Africa, and here is Afia. In Afia you 
fee Perfia, the Indies, and Tartary." 4< But where is 
China ?'* faid they. " Here it is," replied the Prieft. 
" Don't you fee it ? *Tis in this little corner of the 
map/' Upon which, overwhelmed with amazement, 
and looking at each other, they laid, <c It was little 
indeed.". 

Notwithstanding the ftrictcft laws are made in China 
againft gaming, the natives play till they fome times 
lofe their houfes, eftate*, and even their children and 
wives. There is one moil fhocking cuftom here: 
when a man has more children than he thinks he can 
well provide for, the midwife receives orders to drown 
the next female infant, or thiow it into the ttrects. 

Courtfhip is conducted in China like matters of gal* 
luntry in other countries. There are certain women 
fixed upon for thc purpofe of procuring hufhands for 
maidens ; for as the latter are kept confined in their 
apartments, and thc young men who are to be their 
hufhands, are not allowed to fee them till thc day of 
marriage, they are under a ncccflity of relying entirely 
upon thofe women, or confidants. The young people 
are never fiiffercd to treat upon the fubject ot their 
nuptials j thc parents fettle every thing themfelves j and 
though in other countries it is the cuftom for women to 
bring portion* to their hufb.inds, here hufhands pay a 
fum oi money to the parents of the bride, which is ge- 
nerally laid out in cloaths, &c. Tor her. Then follow 

certain 
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certain ceremonies, the chief of which confifr. in the 
relations on both fides fending to demand the name of 
the intended bridegroom and bride, and in making 
them prefenrs. The relations of the bride, who fix on 
the day of the nuptials, frequently confult the calendar 
for a fortunate day : in the mean time the man fends 
his intended bride fome jewels, pendants and the like< 
At Iraft this is the cuftom with wealthy people. 

Upon the day appointed for the celebration of ti e 
nuptials the bride : s put into a fedan magnificently 
adorned, and her baggage of cloaths, ornaments and 
trinkets are carried after her it chefs, by the domeft'c 
iervants, and other peifons hired on purpofe, who alio 
carry lighted flambeaux in their handr, though it be 
noon-day : the grand fedan is preceded by mufic, and 
followed by the relations and friends of the bride. The 
neareft of kin carries in his hand the key of the iedan 
(for the windows of it are grated up and locked) and 
gives it to the b: idegroom as loon as the prcce.Tion 
reaches his houfe, who wails at his own door, dreffed, 
in order to receive her : and as this is the Mid interview 
between him and the young lady, it is eafy to conceive 
with what eager curiofity he unlocks the door of the 
fedan. Some, dh'fatisfied with their Jot, immediately 
fhut the door a«:ain, and find the poor girl b.ck with 
her relations, rather chtifing to lofe the money they have 
given, than be united with a perfon they do not like: 
this * however, is feldom the cafe. 

As foon as the bi idc fteps out of her chair, the 
bridegroom prefents his hand to her, and leads her 
into a hall, where a table is brought for them in par- 
ticular, the reft of the company fitting at other tables, 
the men in one apartment of the hall, and the women 
in another ; but before the bride and bridegroom fit 
down, they make four reverences to Tien, a fuppofed 
ipirit prefiding in heaven. When featcd at table, they 
pour wine on the ground before they begin to eat, and 
fet apart fome of the provifions for their idols. 

The moment each of them taftcs of the victuals on 
table, the bridegroom rifts up and invites his lady to 
drink: upon which fhe riles alfo, and returns him the 
compliment. After this two cups of wine are brought, 
of which they drink part, and pour the refklue into 
another cup, out of which they afterwards drink alter- 
nately ; and this lalt part of the ceremony ratifis the 
nuptials. The bride then goes among the ladies, and 
fpendsthe day with them, while the bridegroom treats 
his friends in a feparate apartment. 

No man, except the emperor, can (confidently with 
the laws of China) marry moie than one wife : he, 
however, has the privilege of taking as many concu- 
bines into his houfe as he pleafes ; but thefe inuft be 

obedient to the wife, and treat her as their miflre's. 
The emperor has three wives, and the number of his 
concubines is eft. im a ted at about 3000, who are called 
Con-gu, or ladies of the palace. 

If a wife elopes from her hufband Hie is fentenccd 
to be whipped, and the hufband may difpofe of her as 
« flare: if fhe mairies another man, the firft: hufband 
can caufe her to be (Iranglcd. If a man quits his wife 
and family, the wife, after an abfence of three years, 
has the privilege of prcfenting a petition to a man- 
darin, laying open her fituation ; and the mandarin, in 
fuch cafe, can aurhoufe her to take another hufband : 
flic, however, would be very feverely punimed wire 
me to marry without this pievious mode of application. 
Jn certain cafes a man may put away his wife : thus 
for inftance, divorcing a wife is allowed of, not only 
for adultery, but for a bad temper, a c lamorous tongue, 
I'jfobediencc, theft, barrenness, or indeed for any con- 
tagious diforder : but though the law on thele ocean* or is 
authorifc a divorce, it is fildom put in foice among 
j>er(ona of condition : fhe re are, indeed, examples of 
it among the lower orders of the people. Some of the 
men are lb veiy jealous, that they will fearce furfer 
their wives to I peak in private, even to any of their 
near relations of the male kind. 

The funeral lb.kmnkies of the Chincfe aie very lin- 



gular, and worthy of attention. When a 
rai k dies, they firft warn the corpfe, and fft ° f 
balming ir, drefs it in the richefl robes, and ^ tUi ' 
pole it to view in a rai fed alcove, before viU^ C , K " 
wives, children, relations and friends, proftrare 1 5* 
itlves ; near the coffin is an image of the dec -a r i ! " 
cHe fome carved work, with his name in 1 ar^'c 1* 
meters, and fur rounded with flowers, perfuirk ^ 
flambeaux. The coffin is varnilhed and gilt: andl?^ 
it is ncceflary to remark, that the Chinefe like to h ^ 
their corlii s made in their life- times : even the 
among them will find means to be at this expence ' 

The Jons of fome of the great men, to Ihiw'tl -i 
regard for the memories of their deceafed fatheis v'l 
k ep their bodiis in their houfes ur. buried even two 
three yea s; snd this facrcd filial veneration proceed 
from the txtenfive and abfolute authority which the f * 
ther had exei cifed over the fon ; for the father ii 
only m; fter of his fon's eftate, but alfo of his concu* 
b nt s and cli'dren, wl.o, whenever they offend hirn 
may fe 1 and en Have. ' 

The funeral prod Hi on begins with a great number 
of perlbns carrying IittJe pafteboard figures, reprefent- 
ifig Haves, type s, eunuchs, camels, horles, &c. Then 
c^m? the daughter rnd i he wife and concubines of the 
deceafed, who are cairied in fed an s ; and though they 
are not feen, they are fuffciently heard, for they cauft 
the air to refound with their lamentations. The burial* 
pi d* is always without the town in a fort of grotto 
built on puipofe. It c >nfifts generally of three rooms, 
and is furrcunded with little groves of pines orcyprefs! 

When the p: oceflion r. aches the iepulchre, the coffin 
is plrced in a vault, and perfume s are burnt - t the fiou:es 
of paf cboard are alio burnt, and libations and meat- 
offerings made to the deceafed ; for thefe people have 
an idea that the fpi: its in the other world receive the 
offerings thus made, and that the different rcprelenta- 
ti-T.s of the paficboaid figures become realized for their 
ufe and emolument. 

So attached ; re thefe people to their funeral folem- 
nities, and fuch is the veneration in which they hold 
the deceafed, that they defpife foreigners far abandon- 
ing tiie fepulchres of their anceftors, and expofing 
them to the hazard of dying in a remote c;,untr£ 
without having relations with them to pay their lad 
tribute of affection. 

As to public feftivals or rejoicings in Chini, the two 
principal are celebrate^ one in the beginning and the 
other about the middle of January. The former ii 
• kipt in viffting, fcafting, making prefents, &c. That 
of the middle of the month is called the Fcaft of the 
Lanterns, v\hen every family, both of city and country, 
on the fca-coaft, or on the rivers, light up large paint- 
ed lanterns, ftnek full of wax candles or fmall lamps, 
representing cavalcades, (hips under fail, armus en- 
gaging, horils galloping, fpedlna, n imics a:ul other 

ohfcdks. 

It is aiTcrted by many that this grand annivrrfary 
feftival had its origin from the following circumltancc : 
a certain mandarin, in former times, who was greatly 
rarefied by his people, having an only daughter drown- 
ed by falling into a river, he looked for her a whole 
n : ght by the light of l .mrerns, all the inhabitants of the 
diihict following him with lanterns and torches to all-ill 
in Jcarching for his darling child. The particular aU 
fedionvvhi.li the people had for their mandarin, or file 
the fingularity of the adventu:e fet them to work with 
their lanrtrns ihe fame night of the year following; 
and this cu Horn giaduajly fprcading, oc rationed, in 
tyne, a public (Vflival throughout the empire. 
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Miinufaflurcs. Mode of Printing in China. 

H F, produce of that enrthen ware, generally 
X known by the name of china, and called by the 

anccntt porcelain* is an object of great importance » 
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Though tkc natives affect to keep the 
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nwjee. every kind of reprefentation n this fort of ware, 
Sidobi animals, fee Many of ^thofe figures known 
in Europe by the name of Chmefe baboons, are images 

of the gods they worfhip. 

It is a pity that their workmen do not understand 
the art of defigning a little better , for though they ac- 
auit themfelves tolerably well in drawing flowers, and 
in fome other imitations, yet their reprefentation s of 
animals are, for the moft part, very aukward figures. 
This muft be either the effect of ignorance in the rules 
of fymmetry and proportion, or muft proceed from an 
affedtation of the grotefque. 

Silks, according to the moft authentic accounts, 
were originally fabricated in this country, where filk 
worms are fuppoled to have originated. The filks moft 
efteemed are Nankin damaflcs of various colours, fat- 
tins, tafFeties, brocades, gauzes, &c. Thefe, when 
quite new, have a very fine and handfome appearance, 
but their beauty foon fades. A ftrong durable fattin, 
called Touan-tfe, is much efteemed ; it is fometimes 
plain, and fometimes figured with reprefentation s of 
birds, trees, flowers, and particularly dragons : for the 
figure of a dragon is a very favourite reprefentation 
with the Chinefe, on account of the peculiar veneration 
they have for the memory of a celebrated dragon, 
which, agreeable to their fabulous antiquity, inspired 
their great legiflator Fo-hi. Their colours conflft of 
the juices of herbs and flowers, which fo effectually pe- 
netrate the filk, that the ftain always remains in it. 

Having thus far treated of the filks, we fhall now 
fay fomething of the filk-worm. The worm, when it 
leaves its egg, is no bigger than the head of a common 
pin. It feeds upon the mulberry leaf, and grows to 
the fize of a caterpillar, after which it no longer eats, 
but prepares for its diflblution. It wraps itfelf in a kind 
of filken ball fpun from its own bowels, its head fepa- 
rates from its body, and it in every refpect changes . 
from its original form. It hath apparently neither life 
or motion. However, after remaining in this ftate < 
tome time, it awakes to a new being, and appears a 
different kind of infeft. It refembles a large moth or 
butterfly j and in this laft ftage the female propagates 

which mTd^es 137 ^ 8 * pr ° digious nuinbcr of eggs, after 

This valuable worm is compofed of fcveral claftic 
prings i and, from one extremity to the other, it has 
kind of little nerve, which wc will call the fpine : this 
Ipme, placed in the center of its body, and continued 
through us whole length, fuftains two other nerves or 
rings: one of thefe is the heart, which is compofed 
<>f many oval veflels : the other, which is the lunJJh 
double, and appears to be an aflemblage of fcveral^n* 
extending towards the two fides of t&infecT:, and £ 

r;T ain ? rificcs that correQjond witn 
riiolediftnbutcd along the exterior fides. It is thro' 

^C^u^rt'? P rom °*» circulation of the 
c or humour which nqurifhes the infeft. 

Mack Zh?" ff al t0 add > that ^ worm is perfectly 
War when ,t firft comes out of the egg. I n a Yew days 
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is its firft day's employment. On thefecond it begins 
to form the out fide of the cone or ball, in the midft of 
the loofe filk or flue made the day before : and on the 
third day it is entirely obfeured. In the fpace of a we< k 
the cone is completed, and the worm changes to a 
chryfalis, wrapped in its little filken tomb, without feet, 
head, or any diftinct part. The cone is like a pidgeon's 
egg> and is more pointed at one end than the other, 
A female filk- worm fometimes lays 500 eggs. 

The Chinefe have two methods of bringing up their 
filk-worms. They either fuffer them to range on the 
mulberry trees, or keep them in rooms>, but the" latter 
method is productive of the fineft filk. 

Prior to the introdu&ion of paper into China, which, 
according to the chronologers of that country, was 
about the fecond century of the Chriftian «ra, the Chi, 
nefe ufed to exprefs their fentiments by means of carved 
letters, or rather hieroglyphics, which were cut in 
blocks of wood j and thefe boards, or wooden leaves, 
being fattened together, formed books. Some of thefe) 
we are informed, with the charaders ftill legible, are 
to be found at this time in China, but they are deemed 
valuable reliques by the Chinefe antiquaries. 

The Chinefe foon adopted another method upon pieces 
of filk and linen, cut into different forms, according to 
the fize of the book or volume intended : till at length 
one Tfai-lun, an ingenious mandarin, invented a paper 
made of the bark of trees. The trees principally cho- 
fen were the mulberry, bamboo, elm, and cotton ; but 
they ufe only the fecond fkin of the bark, which is fofc 
and white : this is fteeped in the mud of fome (landing 
water, then wafhed clean, and fpread in a dry ditch 
where it is covered with limej and laftly, to unifh the 
bleaching part, it is feparated into threads, and dried 
in the fun. It is then boiled in a cauldron, and after- 
wards reduced to a pafte by a machine. Then they take 
fome water, in which the branches of the koteng, a flinib, 
hath been foaked, in order to make it fizy, and mix it 
with the matter the paper is made with. The whole 
then becoming a clammy liquid, and being poured into 
large refervoirs, they, with their proper moulds, take 
up the furface of the liquor, which in an inflant almoft 
becomes paper. The moulds are long and broad, and 
the bottom made of threads of bamboo ; fo that there 
are fheets ten, twelve, or perhaps thirteen feet in length. 
They afterwards dip every fheet of paper in allum wal 
ter, when it has the denomination of fan-paper : for in 
the chinefe language, the word fan fignifies "allum. 
The ink is prevented from finking into the paper by the 
allum, which gives it an agreeable luftre bcfides. The 
paper is in general full as white, and is finer, and much 
foftcr, than any we have in Europe; but it is more 
apt to crack, as well as to become damp and worm- 
eaten 1 and, if not very carefully preferved, it is lefg 
durable. That made from the bamboo is more fiibicct 
to crack than any i though, perhaps, the dipping it in 
allum-water may, in general, occafion this defect 
The paper made from the cotton trees is the moft deli- 
cate, and moft generally ufed, for it is ; 
European paper. 

The Chinefe do not write with a reed like the Ara- 
bians, or with a crayon like the Siamefc, or with a pen 
like the Europeans, but with an hair pencil. They 
make ufe of a niece of polifhed marble, hollowed at 
one end to hold water, wherein they dip their (lick of 
ink, and then gently rubbing it, there is in a few mo- 
ments produced a fluid ink. They do not hold their 
pencils floping as wc do our pens, but perpendicular 
to the paper. They write from top to bottom in co- 
lumns, and begin their books where ours end j that is 
they begin at the right hand fide of the paper, anci pio- 
ceed to the left, like the Hebrews. But their paper is 

fo u wlU noc bear writing on both fides of it 

Their method of printing is not at all like ours! 
They lay claim to the invention of this art, at leaft 400 
years before it was prcWed by the Europeans. As we 
have but twenty-four letters, and thofis are capable of 
compofing whole volumes, it is not neccflhry that rbt 
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compofitor have more than a certain quantity of thefe 
characters, fufficientfor a flieec orhalf Iheet of pages, as 
the volume may be done, making one or two complete 
frames, (or forms , as ftiied in the printing-office,) and 
enough to keep him employed while thefe are working 
off at the prefs * becaufe when the proper number is 
printed, he diftributes his types into their refpective 
boxes, and with the fame letters compofes a frefli frame 
or form; fo that a very large book may be printed witji 
a moderate number of characters. But the Chinefe, 
who do not practife this mod ufeful and admirable me- 
thod, are under a ncceffity of ufing a prodigious num- 
ber of characters, as. they have properly no letters, but 
different marks of all the different words in their lan- 
guage, lnftead of types, they cut their characters on 
wooden blocks. When an author is about to print his 
manufcript, he gets it fairly tranferibed on tine trans- 
parent paper ; then the engraver glues each leaf upon 
a fmooch block, with the face of the type to the wood, 
and then cuts away the wood, leaving only the types, 
which is effected with fuch a degree of nicety, that, 
when printed off, they fo exactly refemble the original, 
as to render it difficult to diftinguilh the pi int from the 
'hand-writing. This method of doing bufinefs, it muft 
be allowed, is fubject to great inconveniencies, on ac- 
count of the neceflity of multiplying the number of 
flocks of wood, and the length of the time taken up in 
engraving j and, as the pages are feparately worked off, 
it muft be a long time before a volume can be com- 
pleted. But then, on the other hand, it is to be conr 
lidered, that the Chinefe engraver works his characters 
aim oft as faft as the European printer compofes his. 
This could not, however, be fuppofed to be done, 
without confidering that the Chinefe characters are a 
fort of lhort-hand, fome of which . not only expreis 
words, but whole fentences. Moreover, when the 
whole copy is engraved, the author can order to be 
printed only juft fuch a number of books as he thinks 
he lhall have occafion for by which means he confe- 
quently avoids that lofs which European authors and 
bookfellers fuftain from the number of fuperfluous 
printed copies. 



SECTION V. 

Arts and Sciences cultivated the Cbbtefe. 

Exhibitions, 



Dramatic 



THERE arc but few of the Chinefe who apply them- 
felves to any of the fpeculative fciences. Moral 
philofophy has always been their principal ftudy, and 
this they reduce to two principal heads, viz. the reci- 
procal duties between parents and children, and between 
prince and people. Between polity and morality they 
make no distinction ; the art to govern well, and the 
art to live well, are one and the fame principle with 
them. 

The fages of China have produced the moft excel- 
lent moral books, and ha,ve fuited their ftilc and tenets 
to the moft ordinary capacities ; ftudying more to in- 
Uruct the uninformed, than to acquire applaufe to 
themfelves. Learning is the only path to preferment 
there, and none but the literati are governors of cities 

and provinces. 

The libraries of China are numerous, elegantly 
built, fupcrbly ornamented, and enriched with giand 
collections. 

It appears from the chu-king> a canonical book of 
great antiquity, that thefe people had cultivated the 
Kience of aftionomy with much application. That 
book lets forth, that in the reign of the emperor Yu, 
which was near 2000 years before Chrift, there lived Hi 
and Ho, two noted aftronomers, who, however, were 
in very great difg race, for not prognosticating an eclipfe 
gf the fun which happened in their life-time. In die 
fame book mention is made of another eclipfe of the, 
fun, that happened 2155 years before thcChrilUan sera, 
(lie truth of wjuch {land* confirmed by the calculation 



■ * 

of the jefuit P. SchaaL Gabbil, die jefuit, has oh 
fcrved* that from above iao years before the fame se 
they have given the number and extent of their coni/l* 
lations, what ftars anfwered the folft ices and equinox*" 
the declination of the ftars, the diftance .of the troJ^ 
and two poles, He adds, :they were acquainted with 
the motions of the fun and moon, and alio of the planet 
and -fixed ftars j though they did not determine the 
motion of the latter till 400 years, after Chrift. 

Their learned hiftorian Confucius has been. found 
exact in h is calculation of ecHpfea ki general, according 
to the declaration of the jefuits : and the Chinefe arc at 
this very day poffefled of fcveral aftronomical books 
which they aftert were, compofed under the dy natty of 
Han, who reigned before, dip birth of Chrift; by 
which it appears that thefe people, for upwards of 2000 
years paft, have been acquainted with the folar year 
as confiding of 365 days and ibme hours } the apparent 
diurnal motions of the fun and moon from eaft to weft - 
the meridiarud altitude of the fun by the fhadcw of 
gnomons ; the right afcenfion of the ftars, and the time 
of their pafllng through the meridian; as likewiie the 
revolutions of Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and 
Mercury: and their observations in thefe particulars 
have been pretty near the fame with ours in point of 
exactnefs : though they have no tables for the retro- 
grade and ftationary alpects of the planets. 

They divide their year into twelve lunar months, 
fome of them confiding of twenty-nine, others of thirty 
days; and every five years they have an intercalary 
.month, to adjuft the lunations with the fun's courfc. 
They reckon by weeks as we do, and in like manner 
give the name of a planet to each of the fevtn days, 
and according to the fame order. Their aftronomical 
day begins at midnight, which is divided into twelve 
equal parts, each anfwering to two of our hours. Tho' 
they are not acquainted with the art of making clocks, 
they have folar quadrants, and other chronometers. 
Among other fimple inventions in private ufc, for the 
purpofe of meafuring time, they have a little perfumed 
paftil of a conic figure, which they burn in the night. 
This paftil is marked, to fhew the particular time it is 
made to burn, and hath generally five divifions, an- 
swering to the five watches of the night ; fo that thofc 
who wilh to be waked at a particular time, hang a 
fmall metal ball by a firing to the paftil, which at the 
time burns the itrirjg, and the weight falling into a 
copper baton, awakes the pcrfon fleeping. 

As the (kill of the Chinefe in natural philofophy and 
anatomy is very fuperficial, ic cannot be fuppofed they 
are acquainted much with phyfic. However, they pre- 
tend to have applied themfelves clofely to it even from 
the eftablilhment of their empire. Certain it is, they 
hayc fome very good practical phyficians, the gieatelt 
part of whofe medicines confifts of herbs, roots, iiuith, 
feeds, &c. which, are, for the moft part, good ito- 
inachics and gentle purgatives. By the beating ot the 
pulfc, they pretend to know the caufe of any dilon n, 
and in what part of the body it lies ; and, indeed, they 
have difcovered pretty exactly, by this means riic 
fymptoms of complaints. They fay that the pulie ot 
a man cjiffers from that of a woman, and that it chanty 
with the leafons of the year. To form a deafivejuuy- 
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, ...ftly pre is it very 

to examine* the beating, and diftinguilh the thfttTeiun 
according as the- motion is more or lefs quick, urn <w 
or irregular* which they obierve with the molt arrcn 
tivc exattnefs. • According to the variations, chey pr 
nnunce what 
Uiforder will 

better of it or not. . 0 { 

Though thefe people lay claim to the invention £ 
mufic, and bringing it to high perfection, their c0 "^ a- 
have no dependence on adiverlity of tones, or au 
ence of par**. They, have no mufical note*, nor / 



nefs. • According to the variations, ciiey p 
lat part of the body is affected, how tong ^ 
ill hold, and whether the patient will B ct«w 
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fi M to denote the variations which conftitute harmony 
fcX «mes by the ear, and when thefe are played 
2 He iXuments, or fung by a good voice, they are 
°" difagreeable even to an European, 
n °VKhinefe have divers mufical inftruments of their 
owl invention ; fome made of metal, others of ftone 
hath fome refemblance to our trumpet. They 
Kfomc covered with (kins, like our drums. They 
Rewind inftruments of two or three kinds, as flutes, 
and a fort of little organ, which yields an agreeable 
Tmd They have likewife many forts of ftnnged m- 
fruments, the ftrings of which are, for the moft part 
made of filk, few of them of gut. The gencrahty of 
them confifts only of three ftrings. They have one in- 
strument with feven ftrings, which is in great efteem 
among them, and not difagreeable when played by a 

mafterly hand. . . 

It appears, from the beft authority, that the inven- 
tion of gunpowder is juftly claimed by the Chinefe, who 
Seem to have known nothing of fmall fire-arms* and to 
have been acquainted only with the cannon, which 
they call the fire-pan. 

SECTION VI. 

Public Buildings, great Wall of China, Architecture, 

Habitations, &c. 

THE bridges built over the rivers in China are of 
ftone, and of very ftrong workmanfhip. Some 
of them arc . very handfome ftrudtures, and of great 
length. The bridge of Suen-tcheou, in the province 
of Fo-Kicn, is built over an arm of the fea, and Sup- 
ported by above 300 pillars. Its length is about 2500 
feet, its breadth 10 ; and the (tone work from pier to 
pier, at the top» confifts of large angle mafTy ftones. 

There is a budge called the Iron Bridge, in the pro- 
vince of Koeitcheou, which confifts of chains of iron, 
reaching over a river extremely deep and rapid, though 
not very broad. On each bank are raifed two mafly 
piles of mafonry, to which are fattened chains that crofs 
to the oppofite fide, and on thefe are laid broad planks. 
In one province they fix poles of wood into the rocks, 
and on thefe lay broad boards. Aukward, however, 
as thefe are, the country people pafs over them without 
fearing any danger. 

1 he Chinefe have given amazing proofs both of art 
and induftry, in the projection and execution of the plan 
for their high roads, which are broad, commodious, 
well paved, handfome, and fecure. . The high road in 
the province of Chcn-fi may be deemed a prodigy, it 
reaching over mountains and hideous precipices. Up- 
ward* of 1000 men are reported to have been employed 
in the making this road, who levelled fome of the 
mountains, formed communications by arches with 
others, and finiflicd it with furprifing expedition. 

'I he pagods, or temples* eredtcd to their fabulous 
acmes, arc very numerous. They confift in general of 
one tower, terminating in a dome. Some are built of 
onck, and others of hard tempered earth. 

1 he celebrated Porcelain Tower ftands at a fmall 
Pittance horn Nan-king, nnd is looked upon as the 
handiomert and granddt building in all Afia. This 
^mous temple, which, by the Chinefe, is ftilcd the 
1 emple of Gratitude, confifts of a prodigious number 
f P ,cc ^ of umber, differently boxed,, and let one into 
another, which is looked upon as no inconfulerableem- 
MJifhment in Chinefe architecture. It mud be ac- 
knowlaiged, that this labyrinth of beams, couples, 

tW| S> • h i 18 ,bm « lh »ng in it ftriking and amazing* 
IK' J? Cn,th ' " ih no bcttcl than a regular kind of 
toSe r .u Cnt ai ? H confufion, proceeding from the ill 
ikranir^r U * Wt'hitc^urc, who are entire 

o"r& lojuitiy admired in 

^?iJ!l? ft ft "P cnd <»« building, hi China is the great 
way, iH.g ltn about aooo years aim. The Chinel'ceroft- 
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feverance, excelling every fortification attempted by the 
ancients. 

As China is feparated from Tartary by a chain of 
mountains, this wall, which begins in the province of 
Chen-fi, on the fide of Tartary, is continued over 
mountains and vallies to the 40.d degree of north lati- 
tude, and then reaches fouthward as far back as to the 
39th. It is principally built of brick, and bound witji 
the ftrongeft mortar, infomuch, that though it has ftood 
many centuries, it ftill continues firm. It is ..about 500 
leagues in length, including its many turnings and 
windings, and the intermediate fpaccs fupplied by the 
mountains, which, in feveral places, are a natural for- 
tification; and in many others there is a wide ditch on- 
ly ; fo that of the real wall there is not more than 100 
leagues. This wall, during the reigns of the Chinefe 
emperors, was guarded continually by i,,ooo,qoo '(61- 
diers. However, fince the conqueft of the Chinefe by 
the Tartars, they are fatisfied with only guarding tparti- 
cular parts of it* 

Notwithstanding the different representations of tra- 
vellers, it may be affirmed, from the beft authority, 
that the greateft elevation of this wall does not exceed 
30 feet; and that its -breadth is about fufficient for eight 
or ten men to {land abreaft upon it. 

The cities and towns of the Chinefe in general are 
built on a fquare model : two handfome ftreets from caft 
to weft, and from north to fouth,. crofs each other in 
the center, and divide the town into quarters. . Where 
thefe ftreets interfedt each other there is a large opening, 
from whence are feen the four great gates. 

The chief cities, and capital towns, are enclpfed by 
very high walls : and thofe towns to which the Chinefe 
give the appellation of war-towns, have ftrong ramparts 
lined with thick walls, and flanked with towers ; the 
whole encompaffed by broad ditches. In forpe of the 
ftreets are the triumphal arches and pagods. 

Their houfes are erected upon ftone pedeftals, and 
confift of a porch at the entrance, a hall, and three or 
four chambers, all on the ground floor. The merchants 
have frequently a ftory above the ground floor, in 
which their goods are depofited. 

The Chinefe find great fault with our ftories rifing 
one above another. They exprefs their furprile at our 
hazarding our necks in climbing up our Itair-cafcs. 
"When one of their emperors was fhewn fome models of 
European houfes, he faid that Eufope muft certainly 
be a fmall and pitiful country, fince, for want of room 

to build, the natives were forced to mount up into the 
air. 

SECTION VII. 

Description of Pe -king, the Metropolis, Nan -king, Sout- 
cheou, and Canton. Chinefe Navigation and Barks. 

T)E-KING, the metropolis of China, is fituated in 
X7 latitude 40 dcg. north. It is an exact fquare, and 
divided into two cities 5 that which contains me infipe- 
rial palace, which is called the new, or the Tartar city, 
becaufe inhabited by Tartars ever fince they conquered 
the empire : the other is called the old, or Chinefe city, 
as inhabited by them. The circuit of both without the 
fuburbs meawrca about fix leagues. 

The city is enclofed by ftupendou* walls, being 1 50 
feet in height, and broad enough for feveral horfemen 
to ride abreaft upon the top of them. At proper ditf- 
. tances are large fquare towers. . The ditch is dry, tho' 
very deep and wide. The gate© are of an extraordinary 
elevat ion, and the architecture of them in tolerable good 
talte. At each gate are two great towers, one with- 
out, and the other within. They confift of nine ftories, 
each with port choirs * and ac the bottom is a fpacious 

hall, where the qfficcri ami foldicri retire who come 
off^ttard. 

1 he Tartar cityhai nine gates j wo facing the raft, 
two the weft,. two the north* and three the fouth. The 
Chinefe city .has ©njy feven, tp each of which anfwert a 
fuburb. The latter city is much the moft populous. 

The 
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The flxeets in general are as flraight as a line.- The 
grand ftreet is 120 feet wide, and a league in length. 
The fhops on each fide of the ftreet, furnifhed with a 
beautiful variety of porcelain, varnifhed ware, and the 
richeft filks, exhibit a molt pleafing 'picture. Every 
tradefman places a fhop-board before the door of his 
Ihop, containing, in large characters, an account of the 
different articles of trade that he has to difpofe of. 

Incredible numbers of pafifengers throng the flxeets, 
but not a fingle woman is ever feen among the multi- 
tude. Perfons who ride in chairs are often under the 
* neceiTity of having an horfeman to go before them to 
clear the way. Several caufes combine to produce 
thefe crowds : as for example, befides the vaft number 
of peafants who repair hither from the neighbouring 
country places, with their camels, horfe*, mules, and 
- other beafts of burden, the greateft part of the me- 
chanics, inftead of keeping to their fhops, go about 
the town in queft of bufinefs, carrying with them the 
feveral implements of their refpe&ive profeflions. Bar- 
bers, for intlance, go about ringing bells to get cufto- 
mers ; they carry with them a ftool, bafbn, towel, pot 
and fire ; and when any pcrfon calls to them, they run 
up to him, and placing their ftool in a convenient 
place in the ftreet, they lhave the head, clean the ears, 
put the eye-brows in order, and brufrt the fhouldcrs, 
all for the value of little more than an half- penny. 
They then ring their bell again, and are ready for an- 
other cuftomer. The taylors, who ply in the ftreets, 
go home to the houfes of their cuftomers, and do their 
work there : they do not ufe thimbles as ours do, but 
tie a rag upon their thumbs ; nor do they fit down to 
their work, but few (landing, except when they grow 
tired : the work is upon a table, and they ftand clofe 
to it. 

The motley crowd, bufied in their feveral occupa- 
tions, caufe a vaft confufion, while jugglers, ballad- 
fingers and noftrum -mongers are encircled by their re- 
fpettive mobs; which reminds us of the following lines 
of a celebrated Englifti poet : 

With various hade here fevYal ways they run, 
Some to undo, and fome to be undone: 
While luxury and wealth, and war and peace. 
Are each the others ruin and increafe, 
As rivers loft in feas ; fome fecret vein 
Thence re- conveys, there to be loft again ; 
While different avocations each pur flies, 
All have their fecret aims, and private views. 
Whether they fpread forth pleafure's filken fails, 
Watch folly's winds, and catch her fleeting gales 5 
Or full of bufinefs fly from ftreet to ftreet, 
With looks important, and unwearied feet i 
Or to the more ingenious arts inclin'd, 
Make china-ware, or fans to catch the wind. 
To felf, of each purfuit the current flows, 
There all their wifhes, all their labours clofe ; 
Yet private ends aflift the empire's aim, 
For true felf- Jove, and focial are the fame. 

A man of rank never goes abroad without being at- 
tended by a great number of his domeftics : if he be 
a mandarin of the firft rank, he is not only attended 
by thefe, but alfo by his fubordinate mandarins, who 
alfo, to increafe the pomp of his retinue, are nil in 
particular dreftes, attended by their valets ; fo that the 
train of one of thefe mandarins is of itfclf iufTkicnt to 
embarrafs a ftreet. 

From the multiplicity of paftengers and carriages, 
the ftreets are always fo incommoded, cither with mud 
in the winter, or duft in the fummcr, that they arc in 
both Jcalbns very difagreeable. From thefe confide- 
rations it may be caiily judged how populdus Pe-king 
muft be, when its ftreets can hardly contain one half of 
the people, who, according to the afllrcions of fome 
authors, amount to fix or feven millions* Others 
compute them at three, and fome at only two. 

Proftitutes arc not fuffered to live within the Walls : 

their houfes arc of a particular kind, and rmny of chem 



lodge together, generally under the infection of 
who is refponfible for any difturbance thev 
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In fome provinces proftitutes are not tolerated at all 

v 

with whips in their hands, with which they lafh'^d'ff 11 



All the principal ftreets are guarded by ibldiers 
patrole night and day not only with thin fword 



rently all perfons concerned in any riot or breach f 
public peace. Indeed, there is always in this • 
garrifon of 40,000 men to preferve good order^ a 
peace. T here are no clubs, balls, or other nofh, » 
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meetings here; and the foldiers take into cufto^l! 
perfons whom they fee in the ftreets in the night t 
if they do not give a good account of themfelves~ 

The emperor's palace is of vaft extent. The an 
merits in general are fiiperb and elegant,' as, exc£ 
of the carved and gdded ceilings, they are furnifhed wit! 
paintings, tapeflry, rich cabinets, and beautiful carper 
As agriculture in general, and gardening j n m r { 
!ar, is in great eftimation in China, it is not to fc~ 
wondered at that the royal gardens of Pe-king have 
juftly challenged the admiration of the curious, anl 
may be numbered among the wonders of the worlj 
They are a kind of ftupendous drama, in whidnh" 
beauties and defects of nature and the works of art are 
admirably reprefented, in fuch a manner as to aflift 
all the paffions of the human foul. 

Thefe gardens contain innumerable buildings, fom c 
regularly elegant, others rurally fimp!e; fo.ve of a 
grotesque nature, and others in imitation of ruins. Thus 
all the varieties of architecture are blended with thr 
productions of nature ; and the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral creation are happily united to complete a moil 
aftonifhing fcene. 

Nan- king (a name fignifying the court of the fouth, 
as Pe-king does the court of the north) is the capita! 
of the province of Kiang-nan, and was for many a^es 
the capital of the Chinefe empire, as well as the refi- 
dence of the emperors. It is the largeft city in China, 
and was originally furrounded with a triple wail, inq- 
uiring about fixteen leagues in circumference: but the 
palace, once famous for its fplendor and magnificence, 
hath been deftroyed, as well as many grant! monu- 
ments. The ftieets of this city are narrow, but well 
paved ; the houfes lew, but hand fome j the fliops fpa- 
cious, and well furnifhed with goods. Nan-king is ce- 
lebrated for its great number of libraries: it excels 
likewile in printing, and in artificers of molt kinds: 
here, too, refide the rhoft eminent doctors of the em- 
pire, as well as the greater part of fuch mandarins as 
have been difcharged from their governments. 

The number of its inhabitants is cftimareJ at about 
four millions, including thofe who live in barks upon 
the water; and, indeed, wherever a city is fituatcd on 
the banks of a canal or river, there is feen another 
large floating city of barks ; fo that the rivers and ca- 
nals of China are in proportion as populous as the land. 

The public buildings are rather mean, except a few 
temples, the city gates, and a tower of porcelain about 
two hundred feet in height. 

Sou-tchcou, the fecond city of the province of 
Kiang-nan, may, in point of lituation, be compared 
to Venice, though it far exceeds it in extent and popii- 
Joufneis. It is four leagues in circumference, rsclu- 
five of the fuburbs, which are very extenfive : ir 
many canals of fine water, capable of beating lhi|» 
heavy burthen : the people :ue conveyed to alniofl any 
part of the city in gondolas elegantly painted. I )»" 
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comnieice and riches of this city, the beauty of n* 
fituation, the fiuitfulnefs of the country around, d"* 
concourfe of vilitants, and the natural politcnefs ni the 
inhabitants, render ir, in the fullcft fenfe of the mm, 
the Paradifc of China. 

Canton is the capital city and lea- pot t of die pro- 
vince of Quang-tong. The houfes Hand very Hm k . 
the ftreets are long, and rather nairow, almoft all laid 
out by the line, and well paved, with niuinphal auJtf* 
jn fevcrui of them : here are alfo fome temples ol to- 
lerable ^ood woikmanihip, iu which the bon/es nv< *^ 
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a s Canton is fituated on the banks of one of the 
fineft rivers in China, deep enough for the : largcft Hups, 
-11 the curiofities of the empire are brought hither In 
Soine up the river the eye is delighted with one of the 
Soft charming profpetfs in nature, being nearly encom- 
mflcd with verdant fields, lawns, groves, and hills gently 
nfine one above another. Both fides of the river are 
covered with barks, ranged on parallel lines, forming, 
as it were, ftreets and alleys ; and in each of thefe barks 
fide a w hole family : the meaner fort quit their bark 
in the morning, and repair to the fields or ftreets to 
earn their livelihood, and return to their families in the 

A principal ftiare of the opulence of Canton flows 
from its commerce with the Europeans, who are not 
permitted to enter any other port in China. 

As the accounts of Canton hitherto given are deem- 
ed gready exaggerated, it is prefumed, that the fubfe- 
quent remarks collected by Captain King, which he 
received from feveral of our countrymen long refident 
there, together with thofe of later date, from the eorref- 
pondent before mentioned, may not be improper. 

The circumference of Canton, including the old and 
new town, and alfo the fuburbs, is about ten miles. 
With regard to its population, judging of the whole 
from what he faw in the fuburbs, he is of opinion, that it 
falls confiderably ftiort of an European town of equal 
magnitude. Le Compte has efti mated the number of 
its inhabitants at 1,500,000$ Du Halde at 1,000,000; 
andM. Sonnerat affirms he has afcertained that their 
number does not exceed 75,000 : but as this gentleman 
has not thought proper to communicate to us the 
rounds on which he founded his calculation, and, be- 
des, feems to be as much inclined to depreciate what- 
ever relates to the Chinefe nation, as the jefirits may 
be to magnify it, his opinion does not lay claim to an 
implicit aflent. The following particulars may, perhaps, 
enable our readers to form a judgment on this point 
with fome degree of accuracy. 

It is certain that a Chinefe houfe, in general, occu- 
pies more fpace than is commonly taken by hou fes in 
Europe j but the proportion of four or five to one, as 
fuggefted by M. Sonnerat, muft be acknowledged to 
go far beyond the truth. To this we may add, that a 
confiderable number of houfes in the fuburbs of Canton, 
are kept only for the purpofes of commerce, by mer- I 
chants and opulent tradefmen, whofe families refide en- 
tirely within the walls. On the other hand, a Chinefe 
family is more numerous than an European. A man- 
darin, in proportion to his rank and property, has from 
five to twenty concubines. A merchant lias from three 

•°J 1 V j A P crfon of the lattcr clafi at Canton had, 
indeed, five and twenty and fix and thirty chil- 
dren; but this was mentioned to Captain King as a very 
uncommon circumftance. A wealthy tradelimn has 
generally two, but people of an inferior Itation 
very rarely have more than one. They have at leaft 
double t h c number of fervants employed by Europeans 
of the fame rank. If, therefore, we fuppofe a Chinefe 
family CO be by one third, and an Kumpcan houfe 

com^| W ° ? Un \ t, , , ? n cach othcr ' il ™Y < )f Chi »* ™U 
WJL ^r l [ nl y half the number of people contained 

hef, ? the . &m ? cxtcnt in ]Vl,n, P < '- According to 
mLW?*' ^^wd fuburbs of Canton may in 
til F ability contain about 150,000 inhabitants, 

foc^n g ^'lul various opinions entertained re- 

S V U,mb T ° f \ nhabUcd f -»»Pan 8i but none 

in row* H 7 " 1 \ mdtT 4 °' 000 ' T, "7 s « moored 
! ! ? 0 ^ other, a nanow nallaue bcinir l c f> 
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*y> muR a^ 1 ^ ca ^ of which contains one fami- 
»!J m 5 * llnt to almoil thrice the number affirmed 



Fifty thou fan d men conftitute the military force of 
the province of Quang-tong, of which Canton is the 
capital. It is aflerted, that 20,000 are ftationed in the 
city and its environs : and Captain King was afTured, 
that on occafion of fome commotion which had hap- 
pened at Canton, 30,000 troops had been drawn toge- 
ther in the courfe of a few hours. 

The ftreets of this city are long, and moft of them 
are narrow, and deftitute of uniformity. They are 
well paved with large ftones, and, in general, kept ex- 
tremely clean. The houfes are built of brick, and are 
only one ftory high. They have, for the moil: parr, 
tjwo or three courts backwards, in which are erected 
the warehoufes for the reception of merchandize, and, 
in the houfes within the city, the apartments for the 
females. Some of the meaner fort of people, though 
very few, have their habitations compofed of wood. 

The houfes of the European factors are built on a fine 
cm ay, having a regular facade of two ftories towards 
the river. They are conftructed, with refpect to the 
infide, partly after the Chinefe, and partly after the 
European mode. Adjoining to thefe are a confiderable 
number of houfes which belong to the Chinefe, and are 
let out by them to the commanders of veffels, and to 
merchants, who make only an occafional flay. 

As no European is permitted to take his wife with 
him to Canton, the Englifh fupercargoes live together 
at a common table, which is maintained by the com- 
pany ; and each of them has alfo an apartment appro- 
priated to himfelf, confiding of three or four rooms-. 
The period of their refidence rarely exceeds eight 
months in a year j and as, during that time, they are 
almoft conftantly occupied in the fervice of the compa- 
ny, they may fubmit with the lefs uneafinefs and regret 
to the reftriftions under which they live. They very 
feldom make any vifits within the walls of Canton, ex- 
cept on public occafions. 

The Chinefe boaft that they were acquainted widi 
the art of navigation, and the Indian Seas, long before 
the birth of Chrift. They are acquainted with the 
compafs, and pretend to be the inventors of it. The 
Chinefe failors arc fuperftitious enough to worfhip their 
compafs, and offer perfumes to it in facrifice. 

Their barks have generally two mails, and fome times 
three, Moft of them, efpecially thofe ufed for mer- 
chandize, have flat bottoms, and are, from head to 
ftern, of one and the fame breadth. The marts and 
fails have a very rude afpe<5t ; the former being of rough 
trees j uft: as produced by nature, except that the twi<*s 
and branches are lopped off. The fails are of mat, 
ftrengthened with pieces of bamboo. They have ano- 
ther fort of bark, not unlike our gallics, which they not 
only ufe in their rivers, but on the fea-coafts, to fail be- 
tween the iflands ; they have three malts, and in calms 
go with oars. 

The dealers in fait and wood convey thofe articles in 
booths built on rafts. They fallen them together with 
ofier bands, and lb form their floats five feet high, and 
about ten broad. They have no fixed meafure for their 
length, fome extending half a league. At convenient 
diftances they erect huts or booths ; and as every length 
of timber is only faftened to the next by bands, the 
whole united raft moves eafily any way, like the link 
of a chain, and is very conveniently managed in the 
windings of any river. In the huts, or booths, tlur 
peopjeeat, drink, and deep, and often fell them with 
their ialt and wood. Thefe rafts are fometimes thus 
conveyed five or fix hundred leagues, and fee n atadif- 
tancc like fo many little floating towns. 
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Parade ami Ceremonies relative to the Emperor 

immen/e Revenue and boundlej* /way. 
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*y M. Sonnerat m be in the wh^c city" 



FROM the Mile o<" the emperor, and the adoration 
paid him by his fubjecls, it might be imagined 
that he was more than moi tal, 1 1c u called Holy Son of 

M ill m I h a ven, 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHLttTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



23° 

Heaven, Sole Governor of the Earth, Great Father of his 
People. His I ubj ects always prollrate themfelves when 
before his throne, even if he be not lilting there and 
if they fee either his girdle or his robes, they mult alio 
fall prothate on the ground. No peribn, even of the 
Hut rank in life, paries by his palace on horfeback, or 
in a chair, but quits his feat before he arrives at it, and 
v/alks till he has ;;or b-.-yond it. 

When the emperor goes to the temple of Tien with 
the offerings and facrifices of gratitude, he appears in all 
th:: magnificence of cattcrn pomp. The procefnon com- 
mences with drums and trumpets. Four hundred mag- 
nificent lanterns, and as many flambeaux, then appear, 
dihufing a molt grand illumination. Then come a 
grcv.t number of perfons with fpears, and twenty-four 
banners, with the ligns of the Zodiac painted on them, 
which the Chinele divide into twelve parts: then fifty- 
lix. other banneis follow thefe, reprcfenting the fifty-fix 
conlU llations, to which the ChinHe reduce all the liars. 
'( h.-n comes the emperor himfelf, who is on horfeback, 
in nch apparel. He is attended by his pages, and 100 
men with fpears. The princes of the blood, manda- 
rins, &x. then follow, in their proper habits, with 500 
youths belonging to the palace, followed by 1000 foot- 
men. Two grand chairs are next ieen : one is borne 
by about 40 men; and the other, which is confidera- 
bly larger, by upwards of 100. Then come chariots 
drawn by elephants, and fome by horfes, each attended 
by 50 men. J' he proceflion doles with 2000 manda- 
1 ins of letters, and the fame number of mandarins of 
arms, all in their proper drefles. 

The revenues of the emperor of China are faid to 
amount to 2i,ooo,oool. a year ; and his army is 770,000 
ifcroi. .'. He has an unlimited power to declare war, 
proclaim peace, or conclude treaties. He takes cog- 
nizance of all important matters cr an ladled in the fix 
foverci<m courts of Pe-king: but the management of 
the finances is under the direction of the officers of the 
fecond iovereign court : all the revenues of the date pais 
through their hands, they being the appointed guar- 
dians of the imperial treafure. The public revenues 
are not farmed, nor do they pafs through the hands of 
feveral under receivers, but the chief magi Urates of 
each city regulate and colledl the levies, and remit 
1 hem to the treafjrer-general of the province, who 
transmits them to the tribunal of finances at Pe-king. 

* 

SECTION IX. 

Chjfcs of Rank, Authority, Privileges, and Offices, of the 

Mandarins* 

THOUGH dignities in China arc conferred on per- 
ions in proportion to their merit, ftrictly fpeak- 
ing none but the imperial family have any real title of 
diltin&ion, in whofe favour five honorary degrees of 
nobility are cftablifhcd. The title of prince is not on- 
ly given to the Ions of the emperor, but alio to his 
lons-m-lawi and to thefe latter are granted ilipends 
adequate to their dignity, but no authority in confe- 
quence of marriage. A prince of the lowed: rank, 
however, is luperior to the firll mandarin in the empire, 
an. I diuinguirties himfelf by a yellow girdle. 

The fon of a mandarin ranks nohigheron account of 
hi-, birth than the fon of a peafant. The emperors, in- 
deed, confer certain titles anfwering to thole of duke, 
earl, and vileounr with m i but thefe do not defcend. 

As fuch deference is paid to genius and learning, the 
d< li end ants of Confucius have been honoured with dif- 
linjmillu'd privileges for 2000 years : and it is from his 
il!uiliion:» family dm the emperor always ehoofes a pcr- 
ibn of lutming lor governor of Ki-feou in Chan-tong, 
the place of mtivity of that i»r eat philofopher. 

There aie feveral eludes of mandarins. Thofo Who 
a,< governors of provinces and cities are cholcn by the 
1 in'ieror. Thofe are called manda' ins of letters who 
applied themfelves to literature, and palled thro' 
vices prior that of the doctorate. Thcie men 



have the direction of the political govci nment of ih 
empire: their number is from 13 to 14,000, and they 
are divided into nine clafies : from the three firft t j T 
emperor makes choice of Ids miniflers and officers of 
the firll rank, as the colaos or miniflers of ft atc £ 
judges of the fupreme courts, the governors of the e a ! 
pital cities, the crcafurers general of the provinces, th* 
viceroys, £5cc. 

As the mandarins are the reprefentatives of the f 0Ve . 
reign, a propoi tionate homage is paid to them, and the 
people addreis them on their knees when they are feated 
on their tribunal. Thofe of higher clafies have always 
a pompous attendance when they appear in public. 
Four men carry them in a magnificent chair, the offi- 
cers of their court walking before them ; fome carrying 
an umbrella, and others beating on a copper bafon, to 
give notice of the mandarin's approach. Eight enfi^n 
bearers exhibit on their enfigns the titles of honour,m 
large characters, of this great man. Thefe arc fuc- 
ceeded by fourteen llandard bearers, bearing the fy m - 
bols of his office, viz. a dragon, phoenix, and other 
animals. Six people then are feen with little tablet?, 
on which are infer ibed the virtues of this mandarin. 
Two archers on horfeback are alfo in the proceflion, 
riding in front of the principal guards, who carry large 
hooks ornamented with filken fringe. Some carry ha!- 
berts, fome maces, fome axes, fome whips, fome 
Haves, and fome hangers and cutlafies. ' Others carry 
chains of iron ; and at length come two men loaded 
with a grand chefl, containing the feal of his office, 
while two other perfons beat upon kettle drums. The 
mandarin then appears, preceded by two ftandard- 
bearers and the captain of the guards. He is furround- 
ed by pages and footmen, whde an officer holds near 
him a large handfome fan. The proceflion is clofcJby 
guards and domeftics. When he goes out in the night 
time, inllead of flambeax there are feveral large lan- 
terns, on which are infer) bed his title and qualities. 

There are five claries of mandarins called, in general, 
mandarins of war, viz. the mandarins of the rearguard, 
the mandarins of the left wing, thofe of the right wing, 
thofe of the main body, and thofe of the vanguard. 
Thefe five clafies are under the jurifdjftion of fo many 
courts or tribunals, which are all fubjeft to a fixth, viz. 
the fourth fovereign court at Pe-king, which is cntrult- 
cd with the care of the military of the empire. The 
prefident of the fixth tribunal of war is always a gran- 
dee of the realm. His authority extends to all military 
perfons. To him belongs the fupreme command of the 
army: but fhould there** be a war, the Chinele law pre- 
fcribes, there (hall, in fuch cafes, be joined with hnu 
in commifllon a mandarin of letters, bearing the title 
of Juperintcndantofarms; and there mull be Hkcwje 
appointed out of the fame order two infpeftors of Ins 
conduct. The gcncralimmo undertakes no enterni ue- 
wirhout the confent of thefe three officers, who lend a 
paiticular account of his operations to the fourth Ui- 
preme court at Pe-king, that awful tiibunal, to \d»oi 
even the general himfelf is accountable. '1 hole nun 
darina, or officers at war, are computed at no lel > tluii 

18,000* . 

The poor fort of Chinefe pay thefe mandarins gru. 
homage and refpect, and never approach them txll they 
nuhc^randee-Mtt^hin, as they term it, which is p - 
ting their hands clofc together, and making them be- 
fore the face. 

SECTION X. 

a vil and Rcclcfxaftical Eft abli foment $ . State ofjudu ijm> 
Mahometanifm, and Chrijlianity* in Chtna. 

fT\HERE is much equity, as well a* human it/, 

X played in the mode of taxation in China- 1 ^ 
cuuen, from the age of 20 to 60, pays a tribute 1 ^ 
portionate to his income. If any perfons nc & L * 
pay, they receive the battinado, or are ^°^ n |T| a , r 
fon i and Ibmctimc* a certain numbtr of iucn ag r 
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s otivcrnmcnt would other- 

• 1% have to maintain ; 
? e coft till the emperor's demands are fatisfied. 



arc- 



quartered upon them, 



lrC The penal laws of this country are cruel in the ex. 

Theft is never punifhed with death the firft or 
time ; the criminal is only burnt in the arm 
with an hot iron ; but for the third offence he furely 
l'es The three capital puniflimentt are, itr angling, 
j'capiration and cutting a perfon in pieces : the firft of 
thefe : is looked upon as the mofl favourable, as the lat- 
ter is the mod dreadful and fhocking ; for the criminal, 
whole fate it is to be cut in pieces, being tied fait to 
a (take, the fkin of his head is ftripped over his eyes, 
that he'may not behold his own torments. 

Adultery is punilhed with the bafbinado ; and mur- 
der with either beheading or ltrangling ; the latter of 
thefe is accounted the leaft ignominious : the Chinefc 
nnnex the idea of great infamy to the punifhment of 
beheading; and the reafon they affign for it is, that 
nothing more difgraceful can poffibly happen to a per- 
fon dying, than to preferve the human form as entire 
as it was given them by nature. Thofe who fuffer this 
death are not allowed the ufual ceremonies of inter- 
ment. 

Slaves who elope from their mafters are marked in 
the left arm with a burning iron, befides receiving an 
hundred ladies. 

The baftinado and whip are the rcoft common pu- 
niihments. In "the execution of the firft of thefe the 
delinquent is laid flat, with his face to the ground, and 
receives twenty, forty, fixty or an hundred ftrokes on 
his naked flefh. After the whipping is over, the fuf- 
fcrer is forced to fall at the feet of his judge, and re- 
turn him thanks for his merciful correction. The num- 
ber of (tripes given to an offender is proportioned to 
the nature of the offence. The emperor himfclf fomc- 
times commands this punifhment to be inflicted upon 
great perfons, and afterwards admits them to his pre- 
fence as ufual. Scurrilous language, or fighting with 
the fifts in the itreet will incur this chaftifement ; nay, 
even if a common fellow on horfeback does not dis- 
mount when a mandarin appears, - or croffes the itreet 
in bis prefence. he receives eight or ten ftrokes. Ma- 
tters ufe the fame correction to their fcholars, fathers to 
their children, and grandees to their domeftics. The 
chaftifmg inltrument is a fplit bamboo. 

Another inftrument for punifhing offenders is the 
cangue : it is a wooden collar or portable pillory, made 
of two flat pieces of wood, about two feet broad, and 
live or fix inches thick, fo hollowed as to encircle the 
neck, and reft upon the fhouldcrs. When this inftru- 
ment is fattened round the neck, the culprit can nei- 
ther fee his feet, nor put his hand to his mouth, but 
is under the ncccflity of being fed by fome other per- 
son This uneafy confinerrtent he is forced to hrar 
both day and night ; it is heavier or lighter In propor- 
tion to the offence committed : fome of them weigh 
near two hundred pounds j but the common fort about 
Wty or fixty. For fome offences the delinquent is fen- 
tenced to wear the cangue for feveral months, and to 
appear with it in the public market, which is confidered 
w a mark of the greateft infamy. 

Miarpcrs, gameiters, and difturbcrs of the peace, 
m often punifhed with the cangue ; but ihry contrive 
v ruius ways to relieve thcmfelves, as by their friends 
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an honourable tin pJoyment : lie wear? a u i rt '*ven of. 
yellow filk, which is the badge of the emperor's for-, 
vice; nay, ore of the diftingui flung ornaments of the 
princes of the blood ; and his in liniment of puniihmcnt 
is wrapped in filk of the fame colour. 

The prifons in China are fpacious, commodious and 
clean : the ufual number of perfons confined in th<; 
jails of Canton only is computed at no lefs than 15,000, 
who are allowed to work at their feveral trades and oc- 
cupations for a fubfiftcnce ; for they are not maintain- 
ed at the charge of government. 

The manner of diipatching trials in China is very 
concife. They have no councilors or lawyers: every 
man pleads for himfclf. The plaintiff draws up his 
grievance in writing, and takes it to the palace of the 
mandarin, where, beating on the drvim at the gate, he 
immediately receives admittance. He then prefents 
his declaration to an officer of juftice, who takes it to 
the mandarin, and the adverfe party is forthwith fenc 
for; who, if found guilty, is immediately baftinadoed: 
but if the plaintiff be wrong in what he alledges, he 
lofes his caufe, and is baftinadoed himfelf. 

With refpect to the ftate of religion in China, it 
may be faid to be divided into three feels, one of which 
acknowledges Confucius for their founder : the fecond, 
Lao-kium, and the third, Fo, or Foe. 

Confucius was born 550 years before Chrift, in the 
kingdom of Lou, Which is now the province of Chan- 
tong : he was cotemporary with Pythagoras. In early 
life he gave proofs of a liberal genius, and, as he ad- 
vanced in years, applied himfelf wholly to the ftudy of 
philofophy, particularly to the moral part. By degrees 
his reputation fpread through the empire, and he was 
foon at the head of 3000 followers, out of whom he 
made choice of feventy-two to propagate his doctrine 
in different places. He prudently avoided giving of- 
fence to the prejudices of his country, by a too zealous 
and violent attack upon its errors his mo^era^ion and 
candour were equal with his genius and learning. In 
all his actions, as in all hh difcourfes, he fupportcd 
precept by example. 

At the age of fifty-five he was raifed to the dignity 
of firft minifter of the kingdom of Lou, his native 
country, which he governed with fo much wifdom and 
refpectable authority, that in a little time the face of 
things underwent a total change j but thefe happy ef- 
fects of his good adminiftration and zeal were of no 
long duration ; for the king of Lou, feduced by the 
allurements of a woman, foon forgot the excellent ad- 
vice and inftrudtions of his miniftcr. Confucius, there- 
fore, after vainly endeavouring to reclaim him, quitted 
him, and left his native country in learch of wifer 
princes in other kingdoms ; nor had lie occafion to tra- 
vel a great way, for all were ambitious to ha/e him for 
their gueft. 

This ornament to human nature died at the age of 
feventy-tluec, and had a magnificent monument erect- 
ed to his memory near the city of Kio- feu. The Chi- 
nefc entertain a profound veneration for his memory, 
and have a chapel dedicated to him in almolt every city, 
wherein the mandarins, and other literati, alfemblc on 
particular days, presenting oblations to him, after the 
manner of a facrifice j honours, however, very con- 
trary to the principles of Confucius, who never allowed 
of fuch homage and worfhip being paid to a creature. 

The emperor, the pi inccs of the blood, and all of 
learning and diuinclion in China follow the religion of 
Confucius. 

The Chinefc, in general, have clear apprehrnfioiis of 
a Supreme Being ; they do not, in their avocations to 
lien, orChang-ti, add reft themfeLvcs to the material 
heavens, bur to the King of he? 

The Chinefc lireraii frequent the temples, and at- 
tend the laenfices in common with their countrymen ; 
and thtydeelaie ihey addrefs their adorations to one 
Supreme ( iod. 

I.ao himn, the founder of the fecond feet, was born 
about 600 ycais bejinc Chrift, in the province of Hou* 
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cuang. As foon as he attained to the exercife of rea- 
ionThe applied himfelf with unwearied diligence to the 
ftudy of the fciences, and made himfelf matter of the 
hiftory, laws, and cuftoms of his country. He wrote a 
book entititled Tau-tfe, containing 5000 fentences, re- 
plete with excellent morality. At length, after having 
fpent a life of folitude and fandity, he died at a place 
called U, where a tomb was erected to his memory. 
This philofopher conftantly preached tip folitude as an 
infallible means of elevating the human foul above earth- 
ly things, and of emancipating it from its material 
ciiains. Notwithftanding, however, this his ftricl: and 
folitary life, he difgraced all by denying the immorta- 
lity of the foul. 

The founder of the third ft ft, Foe, was born in India, 
about 1000 years before Chrift. He taught the doctrine 
of tranfmigration long before Pythagoras, and was the 
founder of the adoration to himfelf as a god. His fol- 
lowers, after his deceafe> pretended he had been born 
8000 times, and that his foul had fucceflively tranfmi- 
Jfcated through different animals. 

They give out that Foe left behind him five grand 
commandments, viz. Never to deprive any creature 
whatever of its life ; never to rob any man of his pro- 
perty ; never to be guilty of unchaftity never to tell a 
lye ; and never to drink wine. 

The bonzes hold that there are places of rewards and 
punifhmentsi and they preach up acts of benevolence 
to monafteries, as peculiarly profitable to the foul in the 
next life j maintaining that fuch pious deeds will abfolve 
from fins ; but that if they are omitted, the confe- 
quence will be the moft dreadful tortures, and the foul 
will pais through the moft difgraceful metamorphofes. 

The idol Foe is worfliipped under different forms, 
moft of them extremely hideous. He is repreiented 
principally by three figures : one is a gigantic man, 
with a monftrous belly, fitting crofs-legged, in the 
eaftcrn tafte; this they Rile the idol of immortality : 
the fecond is about twenty feet high, and is called the 
idol of pleafure : and the third about thirty fcit high, 
with a crown on his head, and is denominated the great 
king Kan. Exclufive of thefe, they have a great num- 
ber of little idols, not in their pagodas only, but in their 
houfes. All of them have their ios or houfehold gods. 
Thele petit gods, however, are not treated with that 
refpect which is fhewn to their great gods ; on the con- 
trary, if thefe do not fometimes grant them their re- 
quells, they give them the baftinado. But the great 
gods in the temples have the moft profound veneration 
paid them. People from diftant places go in pilgri- 
mage to fome of the temples on the mountains, proftra- 
ting the mfe Ives lepeatcdly as they attend. 

The mandarins, and others of the literati, profefsto 
abominate the idol Foe, yet, in cafe of a drought, or 
other calamity, they invoke this deity, merely to pleafe 
and fatisfy the people. 

There are tome religions of letter note in China. 
When the T.urais became matters of China, they in- 
troeVjeed tltcir own religion into the empire, which, 
though for fubftance of doctrine, is the fame with that 
of the woilh'ippers of l ; oe, yet, in point of mode of wor- 
jhip, is different. The Taicars have no priefts of the 
order of bonzes, but priefts of their own, named La- 
mas j andj in 11 cad of woi (hipping the god Foe, they 
pay adoration to the Great Lama, or high prieft, whom 
they denominate the Immortal Father, believing that 
lie never dies j and the priefts omit nothing that may 
j;ivc credit to the deceit ; for when one Father happens 
to die, they immediately appoint another that refemblcs 
him as nearly as poffiblc. 

The Great Lama refidesat Barantola, in Tibet, where 
he is never feen but by his favourites, except when he 
makes his appearance in the temple, to receive the 
offerings and adorations of the people. He Uien fits 
upon a kind of throne, arrayed in fine robes. The 
throne is lighted only by a few lamps, which give fo 
feeble a light, that there is no pofTibility of difecrning 
plainly the features of the arch importer. The farce is 
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fo admirably conducted, that no fufpicion«s ^ t 



of it. The people abfolutely believe that th 
Lama is immortal. Great 

As to die ftate of Judaifm in China, the T e 
many ages ago inhabited a part of d\is country W,l ° 
this period a fynagogue at Kai-fong-fou, the can?M *!• 
Ho-nan. They were \ lfited in the year 1704/Y 
Gozani, an Italian jefu it, who held feveral conf 
with them. They permitted him to fee the i 
part of their fynagogue, oxJanSlum JanZiorum rc r e , 
only for the high-pried, who never enters but with ! 
moft profound reverence. They Ihewed him 1 



their facred books ; and putting by one of the curta' 

ains, 

long lheets of parchment, rolled round feveral u«/j 0n 



they took out a book written in beautiful charact< 



s 



rollers. This was their pentateuch, which, they fi 
was moft miraculoufly preferved in the time of a e ' 
inundation that happened in 1643, when the whole Fcttv 
of Kai-fong-fou was laid under water : but as the leav 
and characters had fuftaincd fome injury from the we? 
die chief officers of their fynagogue had caufed a dozen 
copies of it to be taken, and placed in the tabernacles 

Exclufive of the above manufcripts, they had num- 
bers of fm all volumes in old chefts, containing extract" 
from the pentateuch, and fragments of other faced 
books. However, they faid they had loft feveral of 
their canonical books at the time of the above-mention- 
ed inundation : nor did P. Gozani in the leaft doubt the 
truth of this aflertion ; for they were acquainted with 
the names of Mofes, Jofhua, 'David, Solomon, Eze- 
kiel, &c. 

Gozani relates that, from an allowed tradition 
amongft them, their anceftors entered China under the 
dynalty of Han, which commenced 206 years before 
Chrift, and continued on the Chinefe throne 4:6 years: 
fo that in this wide fpace of time we mud place the 
uncertain epocha of the fir ft fetdement of the Jews in 
this country. 

The Jews of China adhere ftedfaftly to moft of th: 
ancit nt ceremonies enjoined by the laws of Moft s, ?s 
circumcifion, a Uriel: obfervance of their fabbath, an J 
of other ft alls, particularly that of unleavened bread. 
They eat the Pafchal Lamb. They never drefs any 
provifion on a Saturday, but prepare it the preceding 
evening. When they. read the pentateuch in the fyna- 
gogue, they cover their faces with a tranfparent veil, in 
memory of Moles, who defcended from the mountain 
with his face covered. They alio abftain from blood, 
cutting the veins of the animals diey kill, that it may 
flow out. 

There were once many families of them, but they 
are now greatly reduced. They keep clofe together, 
and marry only among them lei ves. They call the 
books of the pentateuch l)#.\he following names: Bc- 
refhith, Veclefmath, Vayiera, Vajedabber, and Hah- 
dabarim. Thefe five books they divide into fifty-three 
fc£tions, viz. Genefis into twelve, Exodus into eleven, 
and the other three into ten each. Gozani, upon com- 
paring their pentateuch with a bible he had carried wild 
him, found an exact agreement between them with re- 
gard to chronology, as well as the age and genealogy 
of the patriarchs. In ot her rcfpecls, however, the text 
in their pentateuch was much corrupted. 

Mahometans have inhabited here upwards of 60 j 
years. They have confidrrable lettlcmcntn in many of 
the provinces, particularly in Kiang-nan; and as they 
do not Rudy to make prolelytes, nor give any cattle nl 
jealoufy to the Rate, the government never diihu'Ua 
them. ^ . 

C'hriilianity is laid to have been planted in Cluiu 
nearly as foon as the religion of Mahomet. It nut I t he 
acknowledged, however, that it made not the liuiw 
early progrefs. Some lay that the l'atriaich of the 
Indies fent ChriRian miflionarics to China, in the r<> 
riod of the thirteenth dynaRy, in the eighth year of w 
reign of Tai-tfon, or about the middle of the ^eveiun 
century of the ChriRian aera* and that, for foU* y*™ 
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• rt nf Tai-tfou, or about the middle of the feventh 
nrijrn of J ai n ^hriSHan «. ra , and that four years 

C T U IL Tai-tfon fuffered them to preach the gofpel 
-W, country. Thcv furtfier fay, that in the year 1625 
£Sd in the province of Chen fi a ftone ub- 
£ ten fret long and five broad, containing the names 
%vvnxy miffionaries who came from Judca to preach 
te -ofpel w the Chinefe, together with a compendium 
^rhc Chiifti-in faith, all cut in Synac characters. It 
t a known fact, however, that towards the end of the 
fixteenth century, when the European miffionarics firft 
£*Yootin" in China, they found no remains of Chnftu- 
fj^ong them. P. Michael Roger, a Neapolitan 
fiit firft opened the million in China, and Jed the 
1 in which thofe of his order that followed him have 
ired fo much reputation, by the testimonies they 
have given of their zeal. P. Michael Roger was fuc- 
ceeded hy P. Ricci, of the fame fociety, who continued 
t hc- work with fuch fuccefs, that he is confidered by the 
'efiuts as the principal founder of this miSfion. He was 
1 man of very extraordinary talents. He had the art of 
rendering himfrlf agreeable to every body, and by that 
means acquired the public eftcem. He in fome mea- 
fure reconciled the ancient religion of the country to the 
firft principles of theology, afiliring the people that this 
moral fyftem was the fame with that of their celebrated 
philofopher Confucius. This fee u red him many fol- 
lowers. At length, in 1630, the Dominicans and 
Fmncifcans took the field, though but as gleaners of 
the hai veil after the jefuits ; and now it was that conten- 
tions broke out. Their firft difputes, in which, per- 
haps iealoufy had too great a fhare, were on the fub- 
jecl of certain ceremonies concerning the worfliip of 
Confucius, and fome honours paid to the dead : for as, 
in their funeral obfequies, they burnt incenfe, and prac- 
tiitd libations, facrifices, and fevcral other rites fa- 
vouring of idolatry, thefe were condemned by one part 
of the rcuflionariesj as incompatible with the purity of 
the Christian faith. Others of the miftlonaries, of a 
more moderate temper, and who had little hope of rai- 
fingup this infant plantation to maturity without fuch 
indigencies, were for tolerating thefe rites, looking on 
them as things of an indifferent nature, and mere poli- 
tical ceremonies. Thefe difputes were a great hinde- 
rance to the progrefs of Chriftianity, which flourished 
before the arrival of the Dominican and Francifcan 
monks. Several years were fpent in altercation ; and 
the literati, who poflefled all the employments under 
government, were fo obftinately attached to Confucius, 
and the established rites of their country, that no rea- 
fonable condefcen lions could ever prevail with them to 
abate any tiling of their fuperStition ; though even their 
monarch, Chang-hi, granted an edict in 1692, allow- 
ing Christianity to be preached throughout the empire. 
Strenuous appeals were made to Rome by both parties 
of the contending miflronaries. At length, in 1704, 
the holy fee decreed, " That the words Tien and Chang- 
ti Ihould noi any longer be applied to the Deity: that 
the tabli t:;,'whereon were in (bribed the word Kieng-tien, 
or, 'honour of heaven; Should be taken away from 
the Chriftian churches: that the Christians fliould not 
aflift at offerings made in fpring and autumn to Confu- 
cius am) their forefathers : that they mould omit to en- 
ter the temples creeled to Confucius, and thencefor- 
ward pay no further adoration to their ancestors: and, 
wftly, that thofe * * - - - 

th 



winy, that thofe tablets of their forefathers, bearing 
the inscription of « the feat of the foul: fliould be re- 
moved from every Christian's habitation. This rigid 
jeeree was, however, foftened by a few privileges, 
ilve ? converts ; had the liberty of appearing in the halls 



1 1 " Vi A an F. rs ln tnnr »o»^s, with this provifo, 
uat t n c fhouUI be no other infeription on the (aid tab- 

v tM „ i- mp y J hc namc ofthv deccafed. But not- 
mSS k!" 8 the f C jn^'Rcncica, this decree of 1704, 

•ndaiubieauent bull of Clement XI. in 1715, created 



the utmoft confufion. The minifters of State, and the 
other mandarins, ever jealous of the growing reputation 
of the jefuits, were continually declaiming againft them; 
and at length, by remonftrances, obtained a revocation 
of an edict that had been paSTed in favour of the Chrif- 
.tian religion, by which means it fell under persecution 
in the reign of the very monarch who tolerated it, Cang- 
hi, and was afterwards entirely fuppreffed by his fuccef- 
for, Yong-tchin, when all the miSlionaries were banifh- 
ed to Canton, and upwards of 300 churches either 
pulled to the ground, or converted to profane ufes. 
From the period of this fatal cataftrophe, which hap- 
pened in 1723, Chriftianity was fo far from gaining 
ground in China, that the profeSTors of it were persecu- 
ted with the utmoft rigour, till the month of February 
1785, when the prefent emperor, Kien-long, was 
pleafed to put a Stop to it, and iflue a decree, wherein 
he exprelTed a defire that the miSTionaries might proceed 
peaceably, and without moleftation. 

SECTION XL 

Commerce, with its Jeveral Appurtenances. 

FROM the commodious fituation of China, and the 
variety of its produce and manufactures, a judge- 
ment may be formed of the nature of its commerce. 
However, the traffic which they carry on from home 
is inconfiderable, compared to their inland trade ; Can- 
ton, Emony, and Ning-po, being their only maritime 
towns of any note for exports and imports. Befides, 
their navigation is very confined ; for they never Sail be- 
yond the Srraits of Sunda ; and their common voyages 
are to Japan, Siam, Manilla, and Batavia. 

They export to Japan ging-feng. china- root, rhu- 
barb, Silks, fugars, fweet-fcented wood, leather, and 
European cloth; and import from thence pearls, red 
copper, both manufactured and in bars, fabre-bhades, 
porcelain, varniSh ware, tambac, and gold. The tarn - 
bac is a fpecies of copper, with fome mixture of gold 
and Silver. 

The Chinefe export to Manilla and Siam tea, drugs, 
filks, ore. and receive piaftres. A piaftre is about the 
value of a crown. 

Their commodities of export for Batavia are chiefly 
green tea, porcelain, leaf-gold, medicinal drugs, and 
utenfils made of yellow copper. Their returns arc in 
piaftres, fpices, tortoife-Shells, fnufF-boxes, agates, 
amber, Brazil wood, and European cloth. 

This is the chief foreign traffic of the Chinefe. Some- 
times they fail to Achen, Malacca, Potana, Cochin- 
China, &c. 

We Shall here introduce the lateft remarks with re- 
fpect to the commerce of the Chinefe with the EngliSh. 

The compr adore comes along- fide the Ship every 
morning in a large fampan, fitted up in a very com- 
pact manner for his articles of trade. He returns on 
Shore every evening the beppo, or cuStom-houfe offi- 
cer, not permitting him to remain along-fide at night. 
This is clone to prevent fmuggling, which is often 
practifed when ging-feng or opium is in demand. It 
was obferved upon one of thefe occafions, that this com- 
pradore frequently brought on board bad beef, and the 
failors got no redrefs, until they cobbed him, a pun i fo- 
ment they inflict on each other for flight offences. It 
is performed by placing the delinquent in a fixed pofition 
over a gun, having his arms and legs extended, fo that 
he cannot move. They then get a flat piece of wood, 
which they apply pretty fmartly to his pofteriors, until 
he promiles never to be guilty of the like again. They 
were obliged to repeat the punifhment j and, it is pro- 
bable, if lie had again offended in the like manner, they 
would have cut oft* his lock. A greater injury cannot 
be done to a Chinaman, than cutting off his long lock 
of hair, or even threatening to do it. This punish- 
ment of infamy they inflict only on thieves. 

Every Ship has a bankfall^ or temporary ftore-houfe. 
Thefe bankfalls Stand upon a final I iAand, having no 
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conne&ions with any other place* They are built up 
with bamboos and mats fo (lightly, that they are eafily 
broke through, and this frequently happens; though a 
watch is, or Ihould be, kept in each. 

A grand ' mandarin comes on board to meafure the 
length of every fliip, but takes noaccount of the breadth. 
It is fuppofed that the fecurity-merchant pays a duty 
accordingly to the hoppo, or receiver-general of the 
cuftoms. Thefe fecurity-merchants are people who 
are very rich, and the mandarins make them accounta- 
ble for all duties, and for all depredations committed 
by the ftiip's company while at Whampoa. They are 
nominated againft their will by the hoppo, who is vice- 
roy. at Canton. Sometimes the fecurity-merchant buys 
all the private trade belonging to the fhip. Two are 
appointed to this office. If a mandarin fees any thing 
that ftrikes his fancy, he will order the fecurity-mer- 
chant to purchafe it, which he muft have at any expence. 
Very often the fecurity-merchants are under the ne- 
ceflity of mailing a prefent of it to the mandarin. 

The captain and all the officers attend when the fhip 
is meafured, to receive the mandarin, &c. He is ge- 
nerally regaled with fweet-meuts, and Madeira wine 
mixed with fugar. Sometimes the hoppo comes him- 

felf, but this is feklom. 

Our articles of commerce are fcarlet cloth, lead, 
cryftals and glalTes of all kinds, watches, clocks, &c. 
for which we receive in return, teas, raw filk, varnifh, 
china wares, &c. but fince the Europeans have learned 
to imitate the two lad manufactures, they have of courfe 
funk in their value. There is no trading to China with 
advantage except in filver, for the purchafe of their in- 
gots ot gold. The principal, or, indeed, the only 
ftaple for European commodities, is the city of Canton. 
No other port in China is fuffered to be open to us. 

Copper and filver are their only current metals. 
Gold partes in trade as a commodity. The only metal 
that is damped with any character is copper. They 
do not imprefs it with the head or image of the emperor; 
for it would be a difhonour to a great perfonage, for 
any reprefentation of him to pafs through common 
hands: but they give it different inferiptions, pom- 

poufly fetting forth die titles or name of the imperial 
family. 

SECTION XII. 
CONCISE HISTORY of CHINA. 

THE learned in general admit of the antiquity of 
the Chinefe nation, though none have been able 
to afecrtain the ftrft period of their chronology. From 
the bed of their own accounts that can be obtained, it 
fcems that its real commencement bears date in the 
reign of Lyc-vang, which anfwers to the year 434 be- 
fore Chrift j previous to which, the writers of the grand 
chronicle of China ingenuoufly acknowledge that their 
chronologies are not to be depended upon ; nor do 
their memoirs go any farther back. 

With re (beet to the European writers, M. Fouquet 
allows the Chinefe nation to be near as old as the de- 
luge. M. Tournefort, and others, give it as their 
opinion, that the Chinefe have been r- nation near 4000 
years. 

" Under the reign of the emperor Yu (fays P. Du 
Halde) which they place above aooo years before 
Chrift, they difcovcred a large track of territory to the 
fouth, partly deftitute of inhabitants. This large ex- 
tent of country was peopled by Yu and his fucccflbrs at 
different periods, under the ronrroul of princes of the 
blood, to whom they portioned out this new country, 
referving to themfel ves only fome acknowledgement. 
Thus were formed fevcr.il little tributary kingdoms, 
which being afterwards united to the empire, rendered 
ii very con fide ruble. During the reign of Yu, the mo- 
narchy was divided into nine provinces, a particular 
ilt Tmeation of which this emperor can fed to he engraved 
on nine brazen vciiels. In the year 2037, before Chrift, 



feveral nations fent ambafladors to China, and fubmit- 
ted voluntarily to a yearly tribute. Towards the end 
of the feconddynafty [or race of emperors] about 1200 

years before Chrift, certain Chinefe colonies extended 
themfelves to the eaftern coaft, and alfo took pone(fi on 
of feveral iflands. Under the fifth dynafty, which 
commenced about 200 years before Chrift, the Chi- 
nefe not only enlarged their borders to the north, after 
many fignal viclork s obtained over the Tartars, but 
pufhed their conquefts even to the confinesof India, viz, 
to Pegu, Siam, Camboya, and Bengal. About 600 
years after Chrift, Kao-tfou-venti, founder of t h e 
twelfth dynafty, added to the empire feveral of the 
northern provinces, firuated beyond the river Yang-tfe- 
kiang, and which at that time compofed a particular 
kingdom fubjccl: to the Tartars. This went by the. 
name of the northern empire for feveral ages. Laftly, 
the revolution which happened in 1644, when China 
was conquered by the Tartars, only ferved to increafe 
the power and extent of this great empire, by joining 
to its former pofleflions, a confiderable part of Great 
Tartary. Thus this vaft monarchy attained to the fum- 
mit of its greatnefs by a gradual progrefs, not fo much 
in the way of conqueftlike other empires, as by thewif- 
dom of its laws, and the reputation of its government." 

The Chinefe empire has been fucceflively governed 
by twenty-two imperial families. The order of the 
dynafties commenced with the family of Hia, the firft: 
of whom was diftinguimed by the title of Yu. 

Near 2000 years in the annals of China are filled 
up by the three fiift dynafties, or families on the impe- 
rial throne; whilftthe reigns ot the fucctidln? monarchs 
fcarce meafure an equal fpace of time. The hiftory of 
the monarchy of thofe three firft dynafties (and indeed 
the fourth) prefents nothing to the view that can tend 
to their own honour, or the intereft of the empire; ex- 
hibiting fcenes of cruelty, debauchery, tyranny, and 

rapine. 

The fifth dynafty, which lafted 426 years, produced 
many monarchs of refpeclable characters : but the con- 
duel: of the laft of this race excited inteftine commo- 
tions, and caufed a divifion of the empire into four parts, 
under four diftinct lbvereigns j but they were re-united 
under the founder of the fixth dynafty, who reigned with 
honor to himfelf three years, and left a fon that terminat- 
ed it with difgrace. The monarchs of the feventh race, 
or dynafty, are reprefented as totally difqualified by birth 
and abilities for their elevated ftation. 

The Chinefe annals of the five fucceeding dynafties 
prefent a fucceflion of weak princes, whole reigns were 
in general attended with revolutions, rapine, anddef- 
trucTion. 

The bleffings of peace were reftored and enjoyed un- 
der the firft: emperor of the thirteenth dynafty, and 
maintained under that of his fon and fucccflbrs j till the 
tranquillity of the nation was difturbed under the fixth, 
after which commotions prevailed to the dole. It fcems 
that the caufe of thefe difturbances arofe from unhmit«l 
exercife of regal jurifdicVion committed by the monarchs 
to their eunuchs. . 

In the foui teenth and four following dynafties, no Ins 
than thirteen monarchs fwayed the imperial fee pter, molt 
of whom fullered violent deaths. 

The Tartars who inhabited I xao-tong, one of ine 
mutt northern provinces of China, during thefe laft : c y- 
nallics, began to render themfelves powerful. I 
province was ceded to Hum by the laft emperors of the 
thirteenth face: and Kao-tfou, head of the hxteentn, 
who was indebted to them for his advancement to the 
throne, gave up to them fixtecn more towns in tlu- pro- 
vince of IV tche-li, exchifive of a tribute of joo.ooo 
pieces of filk. Thell: ftnuncful compliances iivctea oj 
their power and prid*-, and were productive of wais t 
400 years, which nearly defohui'd the empire. 

The Chinefe, under the ninciceiuh dynally, calitu 
to their aflillanee the Niu-tche, or Kaftem Tartars, in 
conjunction with whom they drove the Northern i*^ 
tara from a country which they had pofTeiled u P w * rt ^ 
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The Chinefe, however, were obliged 
to nay dearly for the aid of their allies, who not only 
ronftrained them to cede Leao-tong, by way of com- 
nenfation, but alfo cook polTeiTion of Pe-tche-li, Chen-fi, 
and Ho-nan: and they Joine years afterwards invaded 
!L verv heart of the empire, took Nan-king, the ca- 



th 



terms 



won 
mon 



was 
that 
that 



of pacification. 

The twentieth dynafty took the name ot Yven, and 
had for its founder Chi-tfou, fourth fon of Tai-tfou, in 
whom commenced the third (or Weftern) Tartar ufur- 
pation. The Yven family gave nine emperors to China; 
the former of whom, by their prudent adminiftration, 
the lv arts of their fubjects : but the fucceeding 
lllv ,..archs, indulging in a life of indolence, luxury, and 
difiipation, perceived themfelves excelled in the life of 
arms and natural courage, by the very people whom 
they had conquered, who, poiTeiTing the mod lively 
feniinientsof freedom, and defpifing their diflipated 
victors, wrefled conqueft from their hands, and drove 
th m back to their native country. This dynafty, 
which lulled only eighty-nine years, became extinct in 
the per (on of Chun-ti, a very worthlefs monarch, who 
was addicted ro a variety of vices. 

The twenty- firft dynafty, of which Tai-tfou 
foundei, fubfu'ied 276 years. The commotions 
happened under this family produced gradually 
viand 1 evolution which a fecond time placed a Tartarian 
;amily on the throne of China. The following is a 
brief narrative of this memorable event. 

1 he Tartars being expelled the empire, and having 
retreated into their ancient country, bordering upon 
Leao-tong, it happened that their merchants trading in 
that place received ibme indignity from the merchants 
of China,, and exhibited a complaint to the mandarins, 
wi:o, inftead of attending to the fame, augmented the 
;nevance, by craftily drawing their prince into an am- 
mlcade, and fevering his head from his moulders. 

The Tartars, incenfed at this aft of cruelty and per- 
fidy, marched a numerous army into the very heart of 
Leio-tong, commanded by Ticn-ming, Ion of their 
1r.n1. <-red prince, who fubuued L-.ao-tong and Pe-tche- 
li, U.t was iuon obliged to abandon thofe provinces, 
which were, however, with the reft of the Chinefe 
empire, 1 cf rved for his grandfon, Tfong-te, but who 
Vid* cut orT by fudden death, in the moment of his 
gieat view of i'overcignty. He had been brought up 
and educated in China, was mailer of the Chinefe 
tongue, and perfectly acquainted with the difpofition 
and genius of the people. 

The empire was at this period very critically fittiated : 
the war with the Niu-tche Tartars continued, and, as 
an addition to this national calamity, there was a great 
famine in the land. The then reigning monarch, too, 
Hoai-tfong, was a man of mean abilities, fufferin 
himlelf to be directed in every thing by his minifters an 
eunuchs, who greatly oppreffed the people. A revolt 
was the conference; and, in a fhort fpace of time, 
there were eight different factions under the fame num- 
ber of chiefs. Thefe were, however, afterwards re- 
duced to two, and at length to one, headed by a com- 
mander named Li, who, invading and poflTeffing him- 
Jc t of the provinces of Ho-nan and Chcn-fi, ftiled him- 
lelf emperor of China. 

Jin* ufurpcr committed the moft dreadful ravages, 
in his attack ofCuif-ong, the capital of Ho-nan, that 
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nty without the h aft oppofition ; for he had privately 
conveyed lnt0 the city a numlH . r of hjs { c in di( { 

Rune, who threw open the gates to him : and fuch was 
the i upi( fs f Jloai-tfong, the emperor, that he 

Kntv -nothing of tins eireumftance, till the ufurpcr had 
fom S 7 . cl J t y ,,ndcr hi» fubjection. HowJver, as 

wx>n ** he heard the news, he marched from his palace 



at the head of 600 of his guards, who treacheroufly 
abandoned him. Thus fituated, he flew into the gar- 
dens of his palace with his daughter, whofe head he cut 
off, and then hung himfelf upon a tree. His wives, his 
prime minifter, and fome of his eunuchs, alfo deftroyed 
themfelves. 

The news of this melancholy event loon reached the 
army, then making war in Tartary, under the com-? 
mand of a general named Ou-fang-guey, who refufcd 
to acknowledge Li as his (bvereign ; whereupon the 
latter put himlelf at the head of his numerous army, for 
the purpofe of giving him battle. Ou-fang-guey fhur, 
himfelf up in a ftrong fortified town. Thither Li 
marched his troops, and having taken captive the father 
of Ou-fang-guey, ordered him to be, loaded with irons, 
and placed at the foot of the town wall, fending word to 
his fon at the fame time, that if he did not immediate- 
ly furrender, his father's throat lhould be cut from ear 
to ear. The father found means to fend a meffage to 
his fon, begging him to furrender. The fon facrificed 
his filial cftecrn to the interefts of his country, and the 
old man was moft cruelly put to death. 

Ou-fang-guey, naturally inflamed with rage, con- 
cluded a peace with the Niu-tche Tartars, and engaged 
them to enter into an alliance with him againft Li; 
whofe fuperior force it was totally impoffible for him to 
refift. 

Tfong-te, the king of the Tartars, very readily came 
to his affiftance at the head of 80,000 warriors, forced 
the ufurper to raife the fiege, purfued him even to Pe- 
king, and fb totally routed his army, that he was forced 
to fly into the province of Chen-fi, where he fpent the 
remainder of his days in obfeurity. Tfong-te being 
thus fuccefsful, the people idolized him as their deli- 
verer; and he beftowed feveral diftinguifhed honours 
upon the faithful Ou-fang-guey. The latter, however, 
foon had caufe to repent his having leagued himfelf with 
fo great and powerful a prince ; for Tfbng-te was no 
fooner arrived at Pe-king, than he began to think of 
improving the fuccefs of his arms, and the favourable 
difpofition of the people, (with whom, as hath been 
obferved, he had been brought up and educated,) into 
the means of his advancement to the throne of China ; 
but being fei zed with an illnefs that fpeedily brought on 
his diflblution, all that he could do was to declare his 
fon emperor, who was only about fix years of age* 
This election was confirmed by the grandees and peo* 
le, who, in confidcration of the fignal fervices done 
y the father, connived at the tender age of the child* 
who took the name of Chun-ci, and is confidered as the 
founder of the twenty-fecond dynafty. Kien-long, one, 
of his defendants, now fills the imperial throne of 
China. 

This revolution happened in the year 1644, uniting 
aconfiderable part of Great Tartary to the Chinefe em- 
pire : and fince the uriion, the Tartars fecm rather to 
have fubmitted to the laws of the Chinefe, than to have 
impofed any upon them. In fact, the latter may be 
faid to be as great gainers by it as the Tartars them- 
felves. China ftill holds the feat of empire, and has 
the fupreme courts of juftice. Thither flows all the 
opulence of the united kingdoms, and all honours are 
conferred there. Both nations, fo oppofite in genius 
and character, have each been confiderably benefited 
by the incorporation. The fierce fpirit of the Tartar 
has given a (park of martial fire to the peaceful temper 
of the Chinefe, while the arts and commerce of the lat- 
ter have humanized and foftened the favagc roughnefs 
of the former. China having acquired great additional 
ftrength by her union with Tartary has now no enemy 
to dread. Never were the opulence, power, grandeur, 
and glory of the Chinefe empire greater than at prcfent! 
At home it hath all the bleffingl of peace, and abroad it 
is refpected. It hath enjoyed a perfect tranquillity for 
upwards of feventy years, and is unr ivalled by all other 
nations for its public works of art, having 31 royal pa- 
laces, 27a grand libraries, 709. halls, 1159 triumphal 
arches, 331 beautiful bridges, and 681 various tombs. 

The 
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The next rnem6rable event in the annals of China 
happened in'the year 1771, when a- nation of the Tar- 
tars left their fettlements under the Ruffian government 
on the banks of the Woiga and the Jack, near the Caf- 
pian Sea, and, in a vafl body of many thoufand fami- 
ties, parted through the count! y of the Hafacks, and, 
after a march of eight months, in which they furmounted 
innumerable difficulties and dangers, they arrived in the 
ph ns that Ire on the frontiers of Carapan, and offered 
themfelves as ftibjcfts to Kk-n-long, the prefent cmpc- 
ror of China, who was then in the 36th year of his 
reign. He received them gractouily, furnilh-ed them 
with provifions, cloaths, and money, and allotted to 
each family a portion of land, for agriculture and paf- 
eurage. There happened the year following a fecond 
emigration of feveral thoufand other Tartar famil* 
who alio quitted their fettlements under th'* Rufl 
government, and fubmitted to the Chineic fceptre. 
The emperor caufed the hiftory of thefe emigrations to 
be engraven upon (lone, in four different languages. 

As a tribute due to the very lingular liberality of the 
emperor Kien-long, as well as a moft interefting and 
recent circumftance of the Chinefe hiftory, we prefent 
©ur readers with the following account of the feaft given 
by him to the anc ients, on the 14th of February, 17 8 5, 
tranllated from the Memoirs of the French Mifiionarics. 

c< This imperial feaft, which Kien-long gave to the 
ancients, is one of thofe events which will make an epoch 
in the empire. Kang-hi, his uncle, fet the example, 
who, mounting the throne very young* celebrated the 
fixtieth year of his reign in 1722. Kien-long celebrated 
the fiftieth year of his reign, and" fixty-fifth of his age, 
©n this day. At the end of 1784, he fokmnly announ- 
ced his intentions, and made a number of promotions 
mong the mandarins, profeflbrs of the arts, belles let- 
ters, and military. He like wife exempted all the peo- 
ple from taxes that year, and repealed for ever thofe 
which bore hard on them. He ordered distributions of 
rice,, -and pieces of filk or fluff, to be given to every 
poor per lb n throughout the empire, who had attained 
the age of fixty years* Thofe who were one hundred 
had fifty buihels of rice and two pieces of filk; one of 
the firft, the other of the fecond quality. Thofe who 
had attained ninety years, received thirty bufhelsof rice 
and two pieces of filk, of an inferior quality* Thofe 
who were teis than fixty, and exceeding fifty, had five 
bufhels of rice and one piece of filk. Every other per- 
fon had rice and filk in proportion to their ages, reck- 
oning by ten years. 

" This grand and folemn feaft was held at the city of 
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Pe-king, on' the 14th of February, in the year 178, 
and gave great (atisfacl ion to thofe for whom it was rm i 

" Three thoufand aged men of quality (which nu 
ber M. Am lot, who relates this hiftory, fa w at then 1 " 
lace, and who were invited by the emperor) being af 
fern bled, the emperor, who chofe to* do: die honours of 
the table, took his place at the head. The only dif 
tinftion made was the elevation 0 of his throne about 
foot higher than the other feats, folely, as he derlared 
for the purpofe of feeing that every thing was ri^ht* 
as the tables were ferved in all parts equal, wheredte 
guefts werediftributed four and four. At others were 
the princes of the blood* the nobility, and tlie manda- 
rins. At a circular table fat the emperor's family tc» 
fee that nothing was wanting by thole ancient guefh 
and to exhort them to partake of the repaft with fauifae- 
tion, which their good mailer had invited them to. A 
numerous band of mufic played during the time, which 
was followed by a ballet, reprefented by the comedians 
of the court ; and, at the end, the vocal performers 
chanted a hymn in honour of Tien, to return thanks for 
this particular day. The emperor then retired, and his 
minifters diftributed to each of the company a prefent 
with a wi/h written thereon by the emperor, ' That 
each might enjoy long life, and what they wifhed al- 
fo a piece in verfe, which he had compofed for the oc- 
cafion, and which was nearly as follows. The title of 
the piece is, * Tothe venerable Ancients invited to the 
Solemn Feaft, to rejoice with me, in memory of what 
was done before by my auguft Uncle/ 

* The bleffings which I have received from heaven, 
are without number: it is impoffible for me to reckon 
them : but I cannot avoid exprefilng the peculiar hap- 
pinefs I feel in having renewed this day, which has 
caufed the moft pleating emotion in my heart, and 
which I mail ever call in pleafure to my memory, as 
having feen. my princes and my people take their place 
by the fide of their mailer, fervirrg, and to be ferved, 
equally upon the fame footing, without any dkftindion 
of rank, being equally happy as an aflembly of friends, 
with the lame motives of joy and gladnefs. This is the 
fecond time, by the fpecial favour of God, that I have 
enjoyed the fame fight, with the fame feeling of heart. 
Our defcendants will, no doubt, be penetrated with 
fenthnencs of the moft tender veneration, when they 
read in hiftory, that two emperors of my auguft race, 
have celebrated, the one his fixtieth, and the other his 
fiftieth, year of their reign ; rejoicing, as in a family re- 
paft, wkh the whole empire, reprefented by the Chofen 
of its aged people.' 
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SECTION I. 



B mndeiries, Extent, and Situation. Climate, Soil, and 
Produce. Divifton of the Country, with the Manners 
and CuJIqms of the Inhabitants* 

THE kingdom of Tonquin is bounded on the eaft 
and north by the empire of China j on the well by 
the two fmall kingdoms of Laos and Bowes, bordering 
©n Si am 1 and on the foutii and fouth-eaft,. by Cochin- 
China. It is about 500 miles in length,, and 400 miles 
in the broadeft part i and is divided into eight provin- 
ces, viz. cafl, well, north, and fouth. provinces, Te- 
nay, Tei hoa, Ngeam, and the province of Cachao. 
It lies on the fide of a gulph, thirty leagues acrofs in 
the wideft part, at the extremity of which are feveral 

fmall Ulanda.. 



1 



This country being fituated under the tropin, the 
weather is extremely variable. However, their tw» 
chief diftin<5tions with refpect to this are thofe of the 
dry and rainy feafons ; the former of which is the moll 
agreeable, and continues from September to March; 
during which time the north wind blows without inter- 
million, and the air is healthful, except in January and' 
February* when the weather is frequently very fevere. 
The rainy feafon begins in April, and ends in Aug A 
the fouth wind blowing all the time. The three Mm 
months, of this feafon are very unhealthy. During the 
months of June, July, and Auguft, the heat is very 
intenfe : nevertheless, the country, at this time, has * 
moll pleafmg and beautiful appearance : the trees are 
loaded with fruit, and the plains covered with a ncn 
harveft. However, as the land moilly lies low, par- 
ticularly near the fea, it is fubjecb to frequent inunda- 
tions, by which the natives arc fometimes great fuffcrcrs* 
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numbers of canals ; 
» chief food of the natives, ^huf 



r.rhis kingdom there are great 
In this Mnguv 0 f t he i 

^rf it i & s Wh0k empl ° y 1 ' 
ban^ry erf * » w ] t h two crops yearly, 

ncrally/cwards his toil wun ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Thw oranges are u ^ ^ as> 

f or nchnefs of Havour ^ ^ #f flow _ 

arekas, P a P a >£ very beautiful lilies and jelTamins, 
ers, among which a rev ^ry much taUe fur this 

SyLS^^tacm *r one particular flower, 

h ? u rt*Lh very fragrant (cent even for fifteen days 
which retain a very ^ ^ ^ decorate 

T- «ribS when in their belt and gayeft apparel. 
% P ouS ToTquin affords no mines of gold or flyer, 
chert a rf iron and lead mines in abundance Silk- 
warms are alfo here in fuch plenty that fi lk .s almoft as 
worms ^ Sugar-canes likewife thrive well in 

tVLtT™* they have a fort of tea which they call 
rSrZ? the fcavci of which they boil ; as alfo ano- 
S^Jd Caia-wa 7 , the leaf of which is not fit 
for anv uie ; but the flower, when dried before the fire, 
mikes a very agreeable liquor by infufion, as the other 

does by decoction. 

Cachois the metropolis, the refidence of the chova, 
or k^ng But this city has no remarkable buildings, 
except the royal palace, which Hands in the center of 
it This is a fpacious edifice, encompaflTed by a wall, 
within the precinct of which are feveral buildings, two 
Dorics high, with gates and fronts in a fupcrb tafte. 
The chova's apartments, and thofc of his concubines., 
are grandly decorated with gilding and varnifli work; 
'and behind the palace are large handfomc gardens. 

The houfes of private people in this city are of wood 
and earth, and chiefly of one ftory. Thole of foreign 
merchants only arc built of brick. 

The natives of Tonquin are of a middle fize, and 
pretty well proportioned. They are of a tawny com- 
plexion, bordering upon yellow. Their hair is black, 
thick, and long, falling in waves upon their fhoulders. 
Their teeth are as white as fnov, till they colour them 
black, ufing for this purpofe a corrofive compofition. 
They much refemble the Chinefe, and, like them, 
have great natural politenefs, without being altogether 
fuch Haves to ceremony. They are fuperftitious, in- 
conftant, and intemperate. Their provifions are drefTcd 
andferved up in an elegant tafte ; and they perfume 
both their tables and their difhes. Their ujual fair 
conlitlb of rice drclTed various ways, eggs, pulfc; roots, 
fowl, fifh, buffalo, pork, beef, kid, and frogs. They 
have neither table-cloths or napkins ; and, inftead of 
forks, ufe ivory flicks as the Chinefe do, and eat much 
in the fame manner. The food of the common people 
is rice, dried fifh, and pulfe ; and tea is their ukial 
drink: but the higher c lanes mix arrack with their 
tea, and often become intoxicated with it. The gran- 
dees have halls in their houfes, for the entertainment 
of tinging and dancing in the evenings : and, indeed, 
every villa hath its houfes of mirth and jollity, where 
the people aflemble, rfpecially on their ftftivals, and 
raule plays to be acted. '1 he actors are generally 
about half a dov.cn in Lumber; and the dances are per- 
formed by the women, who fmg at the fame time, A 
merry- undrew too appears, exciting the laughter of the 
Jpe&arors by his drollery and humour. They have fe- 
veral kinds of mulical inHruments, fuch as kettle-drums, 
trumpets, fiddlvs, guirtars, and hautboys. 

A great number of fcftivals are obfrrved in this king- 
dom : two of them are kept with more than ordinary 
iolemnity.. The firft is held at the beginning of the 
year, which, at Tonquin, commences with the new 

I foment ncs 

-v - — a about twelve 

-: but the full day is rather a day of lame ntation 
than of rejoieinp j for they then (hut upthi ir habitation, 
and l:eep withindoors, for fear, as they pnMid, of 
meeting with fome unlucky object in the ft rect, \a.ch 

«mght prove to them an omen of ill fortune in the comfe 

No/ ??, 



moon nearcft to ihe end of January, am 

three or four days (boner. This frail lafh 5 
davs ; but thi* fiilV U f^tU I,., 



of the enfuing year. On the day following they begin 
their feftivity, when booths and ftages are erected in 
the ftreets, in which are reprefented different kinds of 
fhews. Nothing is heard but the found of mufical in- 
ftruments, and the wild uproar of riot and Hcentiouf- 
nefs. The fecond grand fcftival is kept with the fame 
kind of mad merriment, in the hx,th moon : and, ex- 
clufive of thefe, they obferve two monthly feafts, in 
which religion has fome fhare ; it being cuftomary at 
thefe feafls to facrifice to their anceftors, by oblations 
of prcvifions at their tombs. Another folemn feat is 
what they call can-ja, on which their king gives hi* 
public benediction to the country, and ploughs two 
or three furrows with his own hands; which cuftorn the 
princes of Tonquin have undoubtedly borrowc d from 
the Chinefe emperors. The natives practife falling and 
prayers by way of preparation for this feftival. 

SECTION II. 

Marriages, Sciences, Language, Manufactures % Corn- 

mcrce y Religion, and Funeral Ceremonies. 

THE law of Tonquin, as well as of China, forbids 
young people to marry without the content of 
their parents; and females are feldom difpofed of in 
marriage before the age of fixteen. When a young 
man fecks a maiden, he fir ft applies to the father, and 
makes him a prefent. After the articles are agreed 
upon, the man fends to the houfe of the young woman 
fuchprefents as have been ftipulated ; and on the wed- 
ding day, the fathers of both famalies, accompanied 
by their friends, conduct the bride to the bridegroom's 
houfe, where the ceremony is performed in great 
form. There is no wedding without a feaft, which, 

holds three or more days. 

Though the men have the privilege of marrying fe- 
veral wives, only one takes the title of wife. The men 
are fuffered to divorce their wives whenever they pleafcj 
but the women cannot divorce themfelves without the 
confrnt of their hufbands. However, when they are 
thus put away by their hufbands, they have the privi- 
lege of taking with them not only the effects which they 
brought, but likewife the prcfents made to them pre- 
vious to marriage ; and if there be any children, thefe 
are left with the father to maintain, On this account 
very few divorces happen. 

A woman convicted of adultery is condemned to be 
trampled to death by an elephant. The adulterer is al- 
fo fentenced to die, but not to fuffer fo fevcre a death. 

Thefe people are indebted to the Chinefe for the 
greateft part of their arts and fcienccs. They arc little 
(killed in the mathematics or aftronomy i nor have they 
any public fchools, the children being privately edu- 
cated at home by their parents. The arc of medicine 
here is principally confined to the knowledge of fim- 
ples ; and the phyficians pretend to be as fkil fill as thofc 
of China with i egard to the j ulfe. They judge of the 
caufe, fear, and quality of the diftemper, by the num- 
ber of pulles in one refpiration. Their ftirg ry is con- 
fined to the life of candies and cupping, which they 
practife in moll diforders, ufing gourd* and calabafhe* 
in the latter inftead of glades. 1 he fever, dyfentery, 
and fmall-pox, arc the mo ft common maladies the peo- 
ple of this country are fi inject to, which they in general 
treat pretty fuccefsfully, by means of certain drinks, 
and prudent regimen. They mefcribe tea, as hot as ic 
can pofllbly be drank, for the head-ach,, 

The Tonquinefe language abounds with mon ofy lia- 
ble* : one word, in fome inftanccs, ftgniHcs elrven or 
tvelvc different things t the prccife feufe of which, in 
converfarion, is only diflingniflied by the difrcient in- 
flection and modification ()f the voice. 

Here aie good manufactures of filk, potters warey 
and paner. Their varnillud commodities are in good 
eftimation. They work well in wood and iron, under- 
ftand the art of foundry, and know how to eafl cannon; 
but norwirhftnnding thi* their ingenuity, they make but 

O o u little 
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little advantage of it through want of genius for traffic. 
Their chief trade is with the Dutch and Chincfe, who 
.buy up their filk, both raw and in thread : and they alfo 
fell huge quantities of their wrought filk to the Englifli. 
The articles chiefly imported into Tonquin are fait- 
petre, fulphur, Fnglifh broad-cloth, dec. 1 he traders 
arc faid to be fuirei dealers than the Chincfe. 

Thefc people have no coinage of their own, but make 
ufe of foreign coin, and particularly copper money, 
which they have from China. 

The Tonquinefe profefs two fyftems of religion, both 
received from iheir neighbours the Chincie. The one 
is that of Conf ucius, the fubftance of which, as held by 
them, con fi lib in an inward devotion, or observance of 
fome fee ret rites in honour of the dead, and in theprac- 
tife pf moral virtues. The profefTors of this fyftem 
have neither prielts, temples, or any fixed mode of 
public worfhip, every one paying his adorations to the 
Deity in what form he thinks proper. They pay a kind 
of adoration to fome fpirits, as the vicegerents of the 
fupreme governor of all things. Some believe that the 
fouls of perfons are immortal, and that there is a future 
ftate of rewards and punifhments. Others, however, 
aflign immortality only to the fouls of the righteous. 
The religion of moft of the common people is that of 
Foe, who worfhip many idols ; and, indeed, thefc have 
their temples and their priefts, who lead a very aufterc 
life, andilibfift chiefly on alms. They refide in mean 
funs near the temples, to offer up the petitions of the 
people, as occafionally brought to them, which they 
read aloud to their idols, and then burn them in an in- 
cenfe pot K the petitioners being all the time proftrate 
on the ground. : The religion of Foe is divided into 
mary f <5ls. TJie moft confiderable is that of Lanzo, 
wj ole followers propels magic : they pretend to the pre- 
diction of future events, and are divided into different 
claffes. 

• The Tonquinefe drefs their dead in their richeft ap- 
parel, and- put fmall pieces of gold or lilver, together 
■with pearls, into the mouths of the rich; and intothofc 
cif the poor are put little copper pieces, and other 
baubles. They do this from a fuppofition that they 
hereby fecure the dead from poverty in the other world, 
and themfelves from being haunted by them. There is 
great emulation among the opulent in providing fine 
coffins for themfelves. In framing thefc coffins th«y 
make no ufe of nails, as this would have the appearance 
of laying a conftraint on the deceafcd, but only cement 
the boards together. The corpfe is conveyed to the 
place of burial with great funeral pomp, the Ions of the 
deceafed attending, cloathed in robes of grey cloth, 
and fupporting themfelves with a ftafF, as if ready to 
drop to the ground with immoderate grief. The wives 
and daughters follow, robed in grey, and crying moft 
bitterly and loudly. 1 he eldeft fon, during the pro- 
ccflion, proflrates himfelf feveral times before the cof- 
fin,, antl iometimes thumps upon the lid of it, as if to 
awake his father from the fleep of death. The red of 
the funeral Solemnities of thefc people differ very little 
from.thofe of the Chincfe, and their mourning habili- 
ments are exalt ly the lame. 



SECTION III. 

Origin, Sovereign, Government, Laws, Military and 
Navel Armament of the People of 'fonquin. 

4 

S thefc people were fome ages unacquainted with 
the art of writing, matters relating to the foun- 
dation of their government are buried in obfeurity. 
One of the fir II kings mentioned in their hiliory was 
Ding, laid to have reigned 200 years before Chrill, 
and to have been raifed to the throne by a troop of ban- 
ditti, lie, however, reigned with fuch opprcflion, 
that his Aibjedls revolted, and murdered hi'm. This 
revolution and murder were followed by long wars, 
•which at length terminated in r lie eledion of a king, 
named Lc-day-han, in whofe reign the Chincfe invaded 



and over-run the kingdom. This prince h 0 
defended himfelf with, the greateft bravery, andXf^' 
ed them feveral times, but could not drive them *~ 
the country. Upon the death of Lc-day-han p U k,i* 
vie was placed on the throne, who vanquiih ec j ] 
totally drove the Chinefe from his territories. The r 
terity of this prince enjoyed a tranquil reign forfeve 1 
generations ; and the laft king of this family leaving 
hind him but one daughter, this princefs lhared th 
throne with a nobleman whom me efpoufed • but an C 
ther grandee, named Ho, confpired againlt the queen 
fu bdued her hulband in battle, put both of thern r* 
death, and took pofleflion of the crown ; which treadie* 
ry and cruelty occafioned a revolt of the people, who 
applied to the Chinefe for aid, and occafioned their en 
trance into the kingdom with a numerous army, which 
drove away the tyrant, and, as a reward for their fcr- 
vices, took poffeffion of the government themfelves 
forcing the Tonquinefe to accept of a viceroy fr om ' 
China, who changed the form of the conftitution, and 
introduced die Chinefe laws and cuftoms. 

However, the Tonquinefe, in procefs of time, head, 
ed by a man of a moft intrepid fpirit, named Li, took 
up arms againft the Chinefe, put them all to the lv/ord 
and compelled the emperor to affent to a di (honourable 
peace. L,i was crowned king of Tonquin; and all 
that the Chinefe were able to obtain was, that the king? 
of Tonquin mould hold the crown in fealty under the 
emperor of China, and pay them a triennial tribute. 
This treaty was concluded about the year 1200 of the 
Chi iftian sera, and both nations have faithfully obferved 
the articles of it ever fince. The Tonquinefe fend am- 
bafTadors to Pe-king every three years with their tribute, 
who do homage to the emperor : and the latter alio 
fends his ambaffadors to Tonquin, who behave with, 
the utmoft haughtinefs ; infomuch, that when the king 
has occafion to treat with them on any important mat- 
ters, he is obliged to wait upon them, inftcad of their 
attending upon him. Nor can a prince of Tonquin af- 
cend the throne of his anceftors, without a confirmation 
from the hand of the emperor of China. 

The defcendants of Li fat upon the throne for two 
centuries, after which enfued many revolutions. About 
the year 14.00 of the Chriftian sera, a fi mple fifherman, 
named Mack; ufurped the crown, but was depofed br 
Tring, another ufurper, who covered his ufurpation 
with the pretence of reftoring the family of Li to the 
throne, and accordingly caufed a young prince o( that 
houfc to be crowned j but whilft he beftowed on the 
prince the title, he rcferved to himfelf the regal power, 
under the name of chova, or general of the realm. 

Tring had a brother-in-law, whole name was Hoa- 
ving, fon of a governor of the province of Tingwa, to 
whom Tring lay under fome particular obligations; 
for this governor had not only been greatly his friend, 
in afllfling him in an enterprize with the troops of his 
province, but likewife difpofed of his daughter to him 
in wedlock; and moreover, on his death-bed, commu- 
ted to him the guard ianfhip of his only fon, who was 
this Hoaving above-mentioned. Hoaving refleckJ 
with great concern on the conduct of his brother-in-law 
and guardian, in having employed his father's forces to 
let any other than himfelf (Hoaving) on the throne of 
Tonquin, and conceived on the occafion fuch a fpirit oi 
rcfentment, that he not only refuted to do homage to 
the new king, but openly took up arms, pofleHed him- 
felf of Cochin-Chin a, an ancient province of Tonquin, 
and, after the example of his brother-in-law, caufed 
himfelf to be proclaimed chova at the head of his aimy« 
Thefc two generals governed with abfolutc authority, 
the one in Tonquin, and the other m Cochin-China, 
and waged war with each other as long as they livc«» 
with fuccefs nearly equal on both fides. They twm- 
mitted the title of chova to their fucceflbrs, and tlwir 
defcendants enjoy it at this prefent period of time m 
both kingdoms* But wc (hall here confine ourfelvcs to 
the chovA of Tonauin, where, indeed, arc, atprefcnCp 
two fupreme magittratcs or fovereigns, <j|>c anctJtoUT# 
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other real : **J»™* r zn the . powers of government. 

the chova are J/f^ ^" a c 0n rTfts principally in giving 
^^r^f£r» the decrees of the chova. 
2? Xity of the is hereditary, and his eldeft 

The dignity or x fucce fllon of bovas is un- 

f ° n , ^ for wEeT a tova leaves feveral fons, the chova 
Sofo which of them he pleafcs, and may even raife a 

nartirular governor, and each governor has a mandarin 
^ lieutenant, who has the . care of adminiftering 
Sice, and of feeing that the laws are properly observ- 
ed w^ch, indeed, are the Chinefe laws, as introduced 
amongft them in the twelfth century. Neverthelefs, 
{Zc of the courts of judicature in Tonomn are fo cor- 
rupt that there are few offences for which money will 
noHecure the culprit from punimment. 

The army of the king of Tonquin confifts of 1 50,000 



COCHIN-CHINA, 



men exclufive of 10,000 horte. The foidiers are picked^ 
men out of the different villages $ and Ip is the chief 
pride of the officers to have the flrelpcks of the men 
neat and bright. They are fp nice in this refpect, that 
if the arms become rufty, they ftop a week's pay of die 
foldier's wages for the prft offence, and for the fecond 
inflidt corporal punimment. When the army marches, 
the generals, and other principal officers, ride upon 
elephants. 

The.Tonquinefe are by no means good foldiers, and 
this may in a great meafure be afcribed to the effemina- 
cy of their officers, to the want of military encourage- 
ment, to the influence of money, and to the favour of 

the great. 

The naval force of Tonquin confifls of a confidera- 
ble number of gal lies, barks, and boats ; but thefe arc 
better calculated for coafting on the fea-fhore, than for 
long voyages. They have no fails, but make ufe o£ 
oars only. 
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SECTION I. 

Situation, Extent, Boundaries, Produce, Inhabitants, & c. 

COCHIN-CHINA, or Weft China, as the name 
imports, is fituated under the torid zone, and ex- 
tends, according to fome, from the 8th to the 17th, 
and, according to others, from the 12th to the iSth 
degree of north latitude. It is about 500 miles in 
length, and is bounded ort the eaft by the Chinefe Sea, 
on the weft by Laos and^ Cambodia, on the fouth by 
Champa, or Chiampa, and on the north by Tonquin. 
It is, like Tonquin, tributary to China. 

Here is.great plenty of rice and fugar; alfogold and 
filver mines. They have likewife eagle-wood, calanv 
bac, an ordinary forfof tea, and feveral kinds of drugs. 
Thckingdom is divided into five or Fix provinces, and 
is well peopled. The king refides at thecapital of Ke- 
hue. Along the coaft are feveral iflands fubje6t to this 

kingdom, which produce many ufeful fruit and other 
trees, 

There is a regular annual inundation, about the mid- 
dle of autumn, which overfnreads the country for two 
months, and leaves behind it a kind of flime, which 
helps to fertilize the land. In this wet feafon the peo- 
ple fail about the country in barks ; nor would they be 
fecure in their habitations, were they not to creel them 
©n piles, fo as to leave a free callage for the water be- 
low. The houfes are built ot canes entwined together, 
lb that the walls referable the fides of a wicker bafket, 
and thefe they plaifter over with a mortar made of dirt 
or lime. They cover their habitations with draw, or 
the leaves of cocoa, and they con fi ft in common of one 
Uory. The window-frames arc doled up with Japan 
paper, or Nakcr (hells ground to tranfparency. The 
ram turns of their chambers are formed offereens, and 
their floors arc covered with mats, which lerve them 
both for feats and beds. In the houfes of the opulent, 
VKieecl, the rooms arc furnifhed with haiulfome chairs. 

Ihcle people arc temperate, and- the chief of their 
locul is rice and rifli, which they have in great plenty, 
jncy haveno kitchens in their houfes, for fear of acci- 
dents by frre, but drefs their provifions by the fides of 
li V 7 S w \ thwhich country abounds, and on whofe 
oanks then; towns arc built. When the wind blows 
om the lea, it is cnflomary for a foldier to go about 

^ung a drum, as a fignal for people to cxtinguiih 



The natives, though but imperfectly civilized, pofTcijI 
that felicity which might excite the envy of more im- 
proved focieties. They have neither robbers or beggars^ 
and hofpitality is feen in every habitation. A traveller 
freely enters a houfe in any village, fits down to eat and 
drink -widiout any invitation, and departs without ac- 
knowledging the civility. He is a man and fellow crea^ 
ture, and therefore welcome. If he were a foreigner, 
he would excite more curiofity, but would be equaHy 
welcome. 

The wealthier fort occafionally entertain their friends 
m a fumptuous manner. At thefe times their tables vie 
with the European, etoher in variety or cookery* 

The common people, at public feftivals, afiemble 
in the ftreets, where they fpread their mats, and, fit- 
ting in a circle, eat their provifions, while tumblers aad 
merry- and rews exercife their mummery. 

SECTION II, 

Of the Chova, or King. -Government and Laws of tfa 
Cocbin-Chinefe. "Their Mechanics, Trade, and Money. 

AS in moft of the eaftern countries, the king of 
Cochin-China is a defpotic monarch, and fo diffi- 
cult of accefsy that the moft confiderable or opulent of 
his people muft not pre fume to prefent a petition fo 
him, without previoufly making court to his chief mi- 
nifter of Mate. He gives audience at his palace gate in 
a fort of (late litter, fuperbly gilt, and fome what re- 
fembling a cage. No perfons muft approach nearer to 
him than at the diftance of fourfcorc paces. His palace 
is at Ke-huc, the metropolis, where, after the eaftern 
cuftom, lie keeps his fcraglio, guarded by eunuchs. 
When he goes abroad, he rides on an elephant, on 
which he always fits fide-ways, and is accompanied by 
guards. On his head he wears a turban of the firveft 
calico. Pendants of the richeft brilliants hang from 
his cars. He has bracelets on his arms; but his body 
is almoft bare, having only a covering round his mid- 
dle; and he holds a fpear, or rather a long javelin, in 
his hand. 

The refpcclivc provinces of Cochin- China are go- 
verned by mandarins, and different courts of juftice > 
and if a mandarin, fhould be convicted of mal-adminif- 
t rat ion, he is, at a certainty, punifiicd with death. NoC 
only all the oilier 1 of Hate, but even the lives and for* 
tunes of the people, arc entirely at the difpoial of tho 
king. 

ThQ 
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The laws of this country are exceedingly rigid in cafes 
of treafon and rebellion, which capital crimes arc not 
only punifhed with the moft dreadful tortures,, but very 
fevcrc penalties are likewife inflicted cn all the kindred 
of the traitors. Other offences that are in any degree 
henious, are punifhed with death, or the lois of a limb; 
though it muft be acknowledged, that the all -powerful 
influence of money too frequently (belters the guilty 
from the punifhment due to their ciimes. 

Though totally unacquainted with the fciences, thefe 

people are very fktlful mechanics j and, in the manu- 
facture of filk, they furpafs the Tonquinefe. They 
make fugar- mills and water-engines ; but know not how 



to make any fort of fire-arms. Their foreign tral • 
by no means confiderable. Silk> cotton, betil Iv ** 
wax, Japan \\ood, caflla, and fugar, are the chief** 
tides they export; the greater pare of which i 
chafed bv the Chinefe, who, indeed, have 



ar- 

^ pur- 



grafted the whole of this trade to themfel ves. ^The ^ 



ly money curtentin this country confifts of p[ eces I 
copper (truck in China. Silver is exceeding fcarcc wit! 
them, infomuch that a man is deemed wealthy who is 



pofieffed of 80 or 1 00 piaftres. 

Their religion, marriages,, funeral ceremonies, & c 
are the fame as at Tonquin. 
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CAMBOYA, and the 



ISLAND of PULO-CONDORE 



SECTION I. 

Situation, Boundaries, Extent, Soil, Productions, Perfons, 
Brefs, Religion, Manufactures, 6fV. of the Natives. 

CAMBODIA is fituated on the eaft fide of the 
gulph of Siam. It is bounded on the wcit by 
Cochin-China; by the Indian Ocean on the foXith i 
and by the kingdom -of Laos and the Kemois moun- 
tains on the north. It extendi from north to foirth. tip- 
wards of 300 miles, and is about 210 miles in breadth. 
The rive/Mecon, which is very, fpaci pus, runs through 
it, and- falls by two channels into the fea. At the 
place where it firft rifes it is called Longmu, after which 
it takes thei name* of Mecon, and continuing that name 
for a confiderable fp&ce, at length. changes rt to Oube- 
quanne. This river has an annual fwclf, which begins 
in the month of June, and continues till Augufl, when 
it generally rifes fo high as to overflow the neighbour- 
ing countries. It runs the fame way for fix months to- 
gether, owing to the foutherly winds, which drive the 
lands in ftich Ihoals that the bar is entirely Mopped up, 
and the current, by that means, driven back, till the 
wind Ihifts and removes the fands, when the current is 
reftored to its regular courfe. 

The foil in general is exceeding fertile, and pro- 
duces various kinds of grain, particularly rice and corn. 
There is likewife a great variety of fruit trees, parti- 
cularly oranges, citrons, mangos, cocoas, &c. ■ Here 
are alfo various kinds of wood, as the fandal, aquila 
and japan, fticklack, and lack for japanning. 

Cambodia abuu nds in rice, r.s alio flcfti and fifh ; 
the two laft of which arc the only articles allowed to be 
purchafed without a permit from the king. A fine bul- 
lock is frequently purchafed for a dollar ; and the com- 
mon value of rice is one fhilling and fix-pence for 140 
pounds weight. Poultry, indeed, is very fcarce, oc- 
eanic the few that are bred, when young, retire to the 
woods, where they fhift for themlelvcs > nor do the 
people take any pains to feek after them. 

Gold, camborria of a gold colour, or deep yellow, 
in rolls, raw filk, and elephants teeth, are produced 
here. There arc levcral lbrts of very valuable drugs, 
and many parts abound with amcthyfts, garnets, fap- 
phircs, cornelians, chryfolitcs, and blood-itoncs. 

The animals of this country aic, wild elephants and 
boars, which are very numerous, particularly in the 
woods ; tygers and lions : alfo wild cattle and buffaloes \ 
with many horfes, and a prodigious number of deer ; 
all of which every pcrfon una free libciry to kill and 

convert to their own ufc. 

The. natives aic in general well fhaped, and the wo- 
men in particular hand fume. The men weai a long 



veft, which reaches from the moulders to the ancles ; 
but "their heads and feet are bare. The women wear a 
thin garment that fits quit clofe on the body and arms, 
and have a kind of petticoat that reaches from the v,viit 
to the ancles. Their heads have not any covering, but 
their hair is drefled and curioufiy decorated. Both 
fexes have long hair, and take great pains in difplay- 
ing it to the greateft advantage. 

Their priefts are chofen from among the laity, and 
are little refpecled by the people in general ; nor have 
they any other provifton for their exiftencc than what 
arifes from public benevolence. 

Manufactories are eftablifhed in different parts of the 
country, for making callicos, muflins, dimities, an J 
other curious pieces, which are very good in quality. 

The poorer fort of people are employed in making 
beads, fmall idols, bracelets, necklaces, &c. They 
alfo weave filk, and work curious tapeitry, which \s 
ufed for lining chairs and palanquins, of the quality. 

SECTION II. 



1 



Of the City of Cambodia. 

ry-SHE city of Cambodia, which is the capital, i* 

fituated on the river Mecon, about an hundred 
miles from the bar. It is built on a rifing ground, in 
onler to avoid the annual overflowings of the river, and 
principally confilts of one large ftreet. About the center 
of it is a palace for the refidence of the prince. It is » 
very infignilicant edifice, furrounded by a kind of wall, 
with ramparts, in which are feverai pieces or artillery. 

Defpotic power prevails here, and favours are only 
obtained from the prince by pecuniary compliment- 
When he thinks pioper to diftinguifti any peculiar fa- 
vourite, he prefents hiin with two fwords, one of which 
is called the fwoid of (hue, and the other the (word ot 
julllce. The pcrfon on whom this honour is bcllowejl 
receives them with the greateft marks of humility, am*, 
after proftrating himfelf to the ground, retires. \\n«'» 
he has received this high dignity, the fwords mult U 
always carried before him whenever he goes abioad oft 
public occafions ; and all people arc obliged to com- 
pliment him in words adapted to the elevation 01 he- 
character. If he meets with another who has receive 
the fame preferment, they enquire of each other 
time of their being honoured with this great dillmelwn, 
and he who laft received it muft firft Mute hisiuocnuf. 

Thefe perfons areempowered to hold courts otjuitM , 
and the choice of punilhmcnt, whether in eivi. or tn* 
minal cafes, is left foleJy to their determination. 

The only fort of coin in this kingdom are in ' 
pieces of ordinary filver, with characters ori i>nc 



?ULO-CONDORE, 



ASIA.] . 

hllt plain on the other, and called galls, the value of 
2ch is about four-pence fterling. 

SECTION lit. 

Of the IJland of Pulo-Condore. 

AS the account hitherto given of this ifiand is very 
imperfect, and as it is greatly improved, both 
as to animal and vegetable productions, fmce the time 
when it was vifited by Dampier, we cannot adhere to 
our plan of novelty more effectually, than by referring 
to the journal of Captain King, (fuccefibr to our late 
celebrated countryman Captain Cook,) who ftates par- 
ticulars very circumftantially to the following purport. 

Pulo-Condore fignifies the IQand of Calabafhes, being 
dei ived from two Malay words; Pulo implying an ifland, 
am* Condore a calabajh, great quantities of which fruit 
are here produced. It is elevated and mountainous, of 
a femi-circular form, extends feven or eight miles, and 
is encompaffed by feveral iflands of inferior extent. The 
anchorage in the harbour is good. The moft commo- 
dious watering place is at a beach on the eaft fide, 
where our people found a fmall ftream that lupplied 
them with fourteen or fifteen tons of water in a day. 
The latitude of the harbour of Condore is 8 dcg. 40 
min. north; longitude 106 deg. 18 min. weft. 

The inhabitants of Pulo-Condore, who are fugitives 
from Cochin and Cambodia, are not numerous. They 
are veiyfwarthy. Their hair is ftrait and black ; their 
eyes are remarkably fmall, and their nofes high. They 
have thin lips, fmall mouths, and white teeth, and are 
very courteous in difpofition. They go almoft naked, 
except on very particular occafions, when they are 
drefiedin a long garment, girded about the waift, and 
ornamented with various coloured ribbons. 

The principal town is compofed of between twenty 
and thirty houfes, which are built contiguous to each 
other. Befides thefe, there are fix or feven others dif- 
perfed about the beach. The roof, the two ends, and 
the fides that front the country, are conftructed of reeds 
in a neat manner. The oppofite, which faces the fea, 
is pei fl (ftly open : but the inhabitants, by means of a 
kind of fcreen made of bamboo, can exclude or admit 
as much of the air and fun as they think proper. At 
each extremity of the houfe of one of the chiefs was a 
room leparatcd by a partition of reeds from the middle 
fpace, which was enclofed on either fide, and furnifhed 
with partition fewns. Some Chine IV paintings, repre- 
feiumgperfons ot i>oth feoces in ludicrous attitudes, were 
hung at each Mid of the middle room. In this apart- 
ment a party of our people, who went to vifit the chief, 
were requeited to feat themfelvcs on mats, and betel 
was pre rented them. 

Our party took an opportunity of walking about the 
town, and did not omit fcarching, though ineffectually, 
for the remains of a fort built by feme of their country- 
men. The Englifh fettled on this ifland in 1702, and 
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brought with them fome Macaflar fbldiers, who wer 
hired to contribute their affiftance in erecting a fort; 
but the prefident of the factory not fulfilling his engage- 
ment with them, they were determined upon revenge, 
and one night took an opportunity of murdering all the 
Englifti in the fort. The ifland had been purchafed by 
the Englifh of the king of Cambodia, to whom, after 
this circumftance, it again reverted. The fort was 
demolifhed, but lbme few remains are ft ill vifible. 

Among the vegetable improvements of Pulo-Con- 
dore may be reckoned the fields of rice that were ob- 
ferved. Cocoa-nuts, pomegranates, oranges, (had- 
docks, plantains, and various forts of pumpkins, were 
alfo found here. There are feveral forts of fowl, and 
the woods arc plentifully flocked with feathered game. 

The buffalos of this ifland are Angular. Some of 
thefe animals weigh from feven to eight hundred pounds. 
Our people had procured eight of them, but were at a 
lofs how to get them on board. After confulting the 
natives, it was determined they fhould be driven thro' 
a wood, and over a hill, down to the bay. This plan 
was accordingly executed; but the intradtablenefs and 
amazing ftrength of the animals, rendered it a flow and 
difficult operation. The mode of conducting them was 
by putting ropes through their noftrils, and round their 
horns : but when they were once enraged at the fight of 
our people, they became fo furious, that they fome- 
times tore afunder the cartilage of the noftril through 
which the ropes parted, and fat themfelves at liberty. 
At other times they broke the trees to which it was 
found frequently neceflary to fatten them. On fuch 
occafions all the endeavours of the failors for the reco- 
very of them would have been unfuccefsful, without the 
aid of fome litle boys, whom the buffalos would fuffer 
to approach them, and by whofe puerile management 
their rage was quickly appeafed. 

A circurrrfrance relative to thefe animals, which was 
confidered as no lefs Angular than their gentlenefs to- 
wards children, and feeming affection for them, was, 
that they had not been a whole day on board, before 
they were as tame as poflible. Befides buffalos, there 
are very large hogs of the Chinefe breed j alfo fome of 
a wild fpecies, that live in the woods, which abound 
with monkies and fquirrels. One fpecies of the fquir- 
rel here obferved, was of a beautiful glolTy black ; and 
another fort had white and brown flripes. This is deno- 
minated the flying Jqu irreL 

The land near the harbour is a continued lofty hill 
richly adorned, from the fummit to the edge of the wa- 
ter, with a great variety of fine high trees. Among 
others, our late voyagers faw that which is called by 
Dampier the tar-tree, but perceived none that were 
tapped in the manner defcribed by him. 

We have only to obferve with refpect to the natural 
productions of this ifland, that the fea produces great 
plenty of turtles, limpets, and mufcles. 

The inhabitants are Pagans, worfhipping idols repre- 
fenting horfes and elephants. 
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Nature of the Inhabitants. 
Manners, Cujloms, Ceremonies, (Sc. 
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The gardens in this country abound with great variety 
of fruits, and they have rice in abundance, which, tho* 
different in talte from that of any other country, is ef- 
teemcd the beft in the eaft. They have plenty of ho- 
ney, wax, cotton, amber, and mufk 1 arid ivory is fo 
little valued, from the great number of elephants with 
which the country abounds, that the teeth arc ufed for 
fences to their fields and gardens. They have prodi- 
gious herds of beeves and buffalos, anil thc rivers 
abound with all kinds of fifhj fome of* which are of an 

Ppp immenfe 
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immenfe fize. In thcfe rivers are found gold and filvcr 
duft; and in feveral parts of the country are mines of 
iron, lead, and tin. Salt is alio produced here in great 
abundance, and prodigious quantities of it are exported 
to foreign parts. It is formed by a white froth left on 
the rice fields after harveft, which afterwards becomes 
condenfed by the heat of the fun. 

The inhabitants of Laos are naturally very affable in 
their difpofition ; and though they envy fuch as are in 
a more eligible fituation thaa themfelves, yet they are 
ftri&ly honeft, and appear to be utter ftrangers to ava- 
ricious fentiments. They are in general well fhaped; 
and though their complexion is of an olive call, yet they 
are much fairer than their neighbours. The women are 
very modeft in their carriage and in other refpects little 
inferior to the women of Portugal. 

Rice, the flefh of the buffalo, and feveral kinds of 
pulfe, chiefly conftitute their food. They eat four 
meals a day, and have very great appetites, notwith- 
standing which they are fcldom afflicted with anydifcafes. 
They Sometimes eat fowls, which they drels without 
plucking off the feathers ; and they kill them by ftrik- 
ing them on the head with a (lick, the fhedding of 
blood being con fide reel as one of the greateft crimes. 

Husbandry and fifhing are their principal employ- 
ments ; but they arenaturally of an indolent difpofition ; 
nor will they attend bufinefs till they are reduced to it 
from abfolute necefficy. 

Robberies are feldom heard of here j but when fuch 
circumftanccs do happen, if the criminal cannot be 
found, the neighbours muft make reftitution to the par- 
ties injured. 

Adultery is puniflied in women with lofs of liberty, 
and fubjection to fuch fevere treatment as the hufband 
lhall think proper to inflict. 

Their marriage ceremonies confift only in the parties 
promifing before two who have been fome years joined 
in wedlock, that they will be true to each other fo long 
as they fhall lives but they often part from the moft 
trifling circumltances; and this may be attributed to 
the infigniricancy of the mode by which they are joined 
together. 

Fornication is permitted among the laity ; but the ta- 
lapoins, or priefts, are prohibited from it under fevere 
punifhments. Polygamy is alfo allowed ; but the firft 
wife has the pre-eminence, and mull be treated with 
great refptdt by tlie others, who are confidered more as 
her leivants than her companions. 

An opinion of forcery prevails here, to prevent the 
effects of which, during the time a woman lies in, all 
her relations and friends repair to the houfe, and divert 
themfelves with tinging, dancing, and other amufe- 
inents. They do this that the magicians or forcerers 
may not come near the woman ; for mould that be the 
cafe, they would immediately take it for granted, that 
the infant was bewitched. 

The death of a perfon of rank is celebrated with much 
fblendor, and continues for a month, at the expiration 
c>f which a pyramid is erected, on the top whereof the 
corpfe is laid. The talapoins, or priefts, (who are the 
only pcrlbns invited to the feftival,) then fing certain 
fongs, which they alTert qualifies the foul of the deceas- 
ed for the manfions of paradife. After the priefts have 
finiflied their fongs, the pyramid is fet on fire, ami 
when the body is con fumed, the allies are conveyed 
with great ceremony to the pagod, or ufual place of in- 
terment, where the better lort of people erect magnifi- 
cent tombs to perpetuate the memory of their nn- 
ceftors. 

The natives profefs the Pagan religion. The tala- 
poins, or priefts, arc in general very indolent j and 
though they originate from the moft humble ftations, 
yet on their being elevated to the dignity of prielt, they 
a (Tit me the moft diftinguiftied arrogance. They arc 
under tuition from their childhood till they are twenty- 
thiee years of age, when they undergo an examination, 
and, if approved, arc immediately appointed to the or- 
der of pnefthood. 



SECTION II. 

ft 

Power and Dignity of the Sovereign, Officers of State 

N this country the fovereign is abfolute and ind* 
dent, and dnpoies of all honours and e nolov 
whether civil or ccclcfialticah The pr,vat- t ^ 
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of individuals is fubject to be converted to fuch m ^ 
as he fhall think proper j lb that no perfon h f n 
who has an eftate in land, can properly call it his 
The priefts, indeed, have the peculiar privilege of HT 
pofing of fuch things as are immediately occupied I 
their property in land is under the direction of ml ^ 
rins, who let it out to farmers, and one half of 1^" 
third year's rent is converted to the ufe of the kim^ 
The greateft homage is paid to the king by all unks 
of people. In order to imprefs his people with a du 
fenfe of refpect for him, he appears in public twice every 
year; and his fubjects are fo elated on this occafion 
that they teftify their happinefs by the moft diftinoxlifhed 
rejoicings. His fuperiority over other princes °is dif- 
tinguiflied from the length of his ears, which arc foci if- 
tended as to hang upon his moulders. This is confider- 
ed as a mark of the h igheft: dignity; and the means fn? 
obtaining it are ufed in their infancy, when the iMhy 
parts of the ears arc repeatedly bored, and they are a', 
tended by weights hung at the ends of them. The j to- 
pic, in general, are very fond of large ears ; but they 
mult be careful that the dimenfionsof them do notconii 
near to thofe of their fovereigns. 

On all public occafions liis fubjects exert them fr! vis 
to exprefs loyalty to his perfon and government. They 
bring a variety of wild beads, particularly clop!, mis, 
which they decorate with the molt iuperb trapping. 
They have alio wrefllers, gladiators, &c. all of whom 
aflemble in a large area, or field, before the king, who 
is diverted with their various exhibitions. 

The king's court is moft fplendid when he goes with 
the mandarins and nobility to offer prelim: s to fume 
diflinguilhed temple. On this particular ocealion the 
king is feated on a beautiful elephant, decorated v.i'h 
trappings of gold, which hang from his fides to the 
ground. The king is drefled in the moll funiptutuis 
manner, his garments being loaded with diamond'; of 
in. menfe value. The mandarins go in font, the king 
follows next, and the nobility clofe the proceflion. 
Tlv. fe laft are mounted on fine horfes elegantly decora- 
ted; and with them are a great number of cattle, richly 
drefled, and laden with prefents for the idol. 

On thefe days the women are prohibited from being 
feen in the ftrects : they therefore look out of their win- 
dows when the proceflion partes, and fprinkle fecnted 
water on the king, and the prefents that are going to be 
offered to the idol. The talapoins are drefled in their 
richeft habits, and meet the king as he arrives at their 
refpective convents, after which they attend him during 
the time he facrifices the prefents to the idol. 

Several tributary kings come to court, in order to 
pay homage to the king of Laos, and they acknowlal;^ 
their fubmiflion to him by magnificent prefents. 

Seven viceroys attend on the peifon ol the king, die 
chief of whom is diftinguiftied by the title of viceroy- 
general. This officer executes the principal bwlim b <>f 
the government ; and, on the death of the king, *uijnils 
all matters, and difnofes of all employments, till aim - 
ceflbr ischofen to the throne. The icveu provinces in- 
to which the kingdom are divided are under the go- 
vernment of thefe viceroys. They fupport their elvaiae- 
terswith the highefl dignity, anil are always con! tilt «1 
the kine in matters of a public nature. '1 hey p 



by the king in matters of a public nature. They have 
each a deputy, who officiates for them in their r £ , r n i" 
tive provinces, during their abfence, or when the a - 
fairs of government command their attendance a 



court. 



In every province there is a militia of hone and io<>j 
who are maintained at the expence of that province 
which they belong j and the officers are all depend" 1 



on the viceroy-general, 
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i j„« nf anv chief corvvi&ed of committtng 

T! '^Xce are immedi^ly deprived of their 
a capital 8 after employed in difchargmg 

I f < 5Sft , ftrS K Ota. £e here punilhed with 

r^WeS that there are few offenders; and m all 

S3 SE ""he judge" determination « abiblyce. 



SECTIO N III. 

Of the capital City of Laos. 



rr\HE capital city of this kingdom is by fome called 
TXanchang, and by others Lanjeng. It 1S fituated 
iAebteriorpartofthekmgdom, .n 18 deg. north 
Ltitude It isdefended on one fide by the great river 
Lao. and on the other by high walls and extenfive 

di Tl" palace is the moft diftinguhhed edifice in the 
fitv It is very lofty and magnificent, and, wich the 
offices and other buildings, extends more than two 
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miles in circumference. The architecture is exceeding 
grand, and the apartments vvichin are furnifhed in the 
moft fumptuous manner. The baffo relievos in parti- 
cular are lb richly gilt, as to appear as if covered with 
panes inftead of leaves of gold. 

The hollies of" the better fort are built of wood, and 

* 

are very lofty and handfomc; but thofe of tin: common 
people are very low and mean, and chiefly made of dirt 
and clay. The talapoins, or priefts, have liberty to 
build their houfes of brick or ftonej but all others are 
retrained from the like indulgence. 

Themanfions of perfons ot rank are in general very 
elegantly fm nihSed. Inftead of tapeftry, they line the 
walls with mats beautifully wrought, and ornamented 
with foliage, ami a great variety of very curious figures. 

The inhabitants are all Pagans, and have temples 
which contain the idols they worfhip. They are more 
ftricl: in the execution of their religious ceremonies than 
the people in any other part of the kingdom, and pay 
much gi eater relpcct to their priefts. 



C H A P, 



O F 



THIBET 



Situation. Perfons, Maniiers y and Bijpofitions of the 
'inhabitants. Food. Religion. Singular Manner of 
dtjpoftng of the Dead, trade. Commerce, i?c. fcrV. 

WE are happy in having it in our power to lay 
before the reader, a more modern, as well as 
authentic, account of this country, and its inhabitants, 
us communicated to us by an ingenious correfpondenr. 
-who re/ided lately in India in an official capacity, than 
any that has been heretofore given. 

This kingdom, fituated between 30 and 40 degrees 
north latitude, is divided into two parts. That which 
lies contiguous to Bengal is diflinguiflied by the name 
of Boutan: the other, which extends to the northward 
as far as the frontiers of Tartary, by that of Thibet. 
Boutan is a mountainous country; but the vallies, and 
fides of the hills which admit of cultivation, produce 
crops of wheat, barley, and rice. The inhabitants are 
a (lout and warlike people, of a copper complexion, 
rather above the middle fize, hafty and quarrelfome in 
their temper, and addicted to the life of fpirituous 
liquors } but honeft in their dealings, robbery by vio- 
lence heing almoft unknown among them. The chief 
city is Tafley-Seddem. 

Thibet begins properly from the top of the great 
ridge of the Caucafus, and extends from thence, in 
breadth, to the confines of Great Tartary, The coun- 
try is bare and defolate, and the climate fevere and 
nide. The natives of Thibet are of a fmaller fize than 
their fouthern neighbours, and of a lefs robuft make. 
J heir complexions arc alfo fairer ; and many of them 
haveevenaniddinefs in their countenances unknown in 
the other climates of the Eafl. They are of a mild 
and chcarfu] temper j and the higher ranks are polite 
and entertaining in convention * in which they never 
nirx either ftrained compliments or Mattery. 

1 he common people, both in Boutan and Thibet, 

r.A »• coarfc woollt,n ft l,fiCs of their own manu- 
j'tture, hned with fuch fkins as they can procure; but 
jehetier fort are drtflcd in European cloth, or China 
Wk lined with the fineft Siberian fur. 

he chief food of the inhabitants is the milk of 
tle ™ ade «"» clieefe, butter, or mixed with 

S M a r n C °? rfc barle ?> or of P*w- They are 
£fc 1 "?* fini f ! om thc r ' vers i« ^eir own and the 
St faltoJ ' fent into the knte- 

(uS, l ? v y ! l avc no w ant of animal food, from 

i J3. mtlc ' 9 iec P i flnd ho S s wliich arc raifed 
■wtuurhilb, nor arc they deftitute of game. 



They have a lingular method of preparing their 
mutton, by expofing the carcaie entire, after the bowels 
are taken our, to the fun and bleak northern winds, 
which blow in the months of Auguft and September, 
without froft, and fo dry up the juices, and parch the 
fkin, that the meat will keep uncorrupted for the year 
round. This they generally eat raw, without any other 
preparation. Our correfpondent was often regaled with 
this di/h, which, however unpalateable at firji, he af- 
terwards preferred to their drefled mutton* which, he 
fays, was generally lean, tough, and rank. He farther 
fays, it was very common for the head man in the vil- 
lages through which he patted, to make him prefentsof 
/heep fo prepared, let before him on their legs, as if 
they had been alive ; which had at firft a very odd 
appearance. 

The religion and political conftitution of this coun- 
try are intimately blended together. At prefent, and 
ever fwee the expulfion of the Tartars, the kingdom of 
Thibet is regarded as depending on the empire of 
China, which they call Cathay j and there actually re- 
fide two mandarins, with a garrifon of a thoufand 
Chinefr, at Lahatta, the capital, to fupport thc go- 
vernment but their power does not extend far. In 
fact, the Lama, whofe empire is founded on the fureft 
grounds, perfonally affecting religious reverence, go- 
verns every thing internally with unbounded authority. 
The people believe the Delai, or Grand Lama, to be 
immortal, and endowed with all knowledge and virtue. 
Though celibacy is not pofitively enjoined by the L.a- 
mas, it is held indifpen fable for both men and women 
who embrace a religious life : indeed, their forms, 
rites, and ceremonies of religion, mud refemblc thole 
of the c hurch of Rome. 

Polygamy, at leaft according to our acceptation of 
the word, is not in practice here; but yet it may be (aid 
to exift in a manner ftill more repugnant to European 
ideas j that is, the plurality of hufbands, which is 
firmly cftnbliflicd and highly refpected. It is ufual at 
Thibet, for the brothers in a family to have a wife in 
common j and they generally live in harmony and com- 
fort with her, trhough fometimes little di (Tent ions will 
arid 4 . 

The manner in which thefe people be flow their dead 
is alfo lingular. They neither put them in the m ound, 
like theKuropeans ; nor burn them, like the Hindoos * 
but expofe them on the bleak pinnacle of one of the 
neighbouring mountains, to be devoured by wild hcafli, 
and birds of prey> or waficd by time and the vicifli- 

tudes 
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tildes of the weather in which they lie* The mangled 
carcafes, and bleached bones, lie (tattered about 5 and 
amidft this fcene of horror fome miferable old wretch, 
man or woman, loft to all feelings but thofe of fuper- 
ftition, generally fets up an abode, to perform the 
office of receiving the bodies afligning each a place, 
and gathering up the remains when too widely dif- 
perfed. 

Lahaffa, the capital of Thibet, is a place of 
confide 1 able fize, populous, and flourilhing. It is the 
refidence of the chief officers of government, and of 
the Chinefe mandarips, and their fuite. It is alio in- 
habited by Chinefe and Caflemirian merchants and ar- 
tificers, and is the daily refort of numberlefs traders 
from all quarters, who come in occafional parties, or 
in caravans, which travel at dated times. 

The chief trade from Lahafla to Pekin is carried on 
by caravans, that employ full tv/o years in the journey 
thither and back again ; which is not furprifing, when 
we confider, that the diftance cannot be lefs than two 
thou fan d Englilh miles, as well as the floppages conie- 
quent on trade: and yet it is to be oblcrved, that an 
exprefs from Lahaffa fometimes reaches Pe-king in little 
more than three weeks ; a circumftance much to the 
honour of the Chinefe police, in eftablifhine; fo fpeedy 
and effectual a communication, through defarts and 
mountains, for fo long a way. 

With refpect to the commerce of thefe people, our 
correfpondent obferves, that, befides their traffic with 
their neighbours in horfes, hogs, rock-falt, coarfe 
cloths, and other commodities, they enjoy four ftaple 
articles; which are fufficient in rhemfelves to procure 
every foreign commodity of which they ftand in need. 

The flrft, though leaft confiderabie, is that of the 
cow-tails, fo famous all over India, Perfia, and the 
other kingdoms of the Eaft. It is produced by a fpecies 
of cow, or bullock, of a larger fize than common, with 
Jhort horns, and no hump on its back. Its (kin is co- 
vered with whitifh hair, of a filky appearance; but 
its chief fingularity is in its tail, which fpreads out broad 
and long, with flowing hairs, like that of a beautiful 
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mare, but much finer, and far more srlofiV tl 
tails ; fell very high ; and are ufed, minted I on ni 
handles, tor chowras, or prufhes, to drive a 
flies : and no man of conTequence in India ev*^ ^ 
out, or fits down, without two chowrawbacfc 
brulhers, attending him, with fuch inllrumeim in l 0f 
hands. ,n 

The next article is the wool, from which the (U 
the moft delicate woollen manufacture in the wo IH - 1 
made. 'Till our correfpondent vifited Thibet " 
concluded, that the materials of the (hauls as * 
come from Caflimire, were of that country's* er 7 
It was faid to be the hair of fbme particular on it 7* 
fine under-hair from a camel's brealt, and many oth 
fancies ; but it is now known, for a certainty to hp k 
produce of a Thibet flieep. They are of a L 1 1 
breed ; in figure, like our fheep, except in their tail 
which are very broad ; but their fleeces, for the fin 
nefs, length, and beauty of the wool, exceed all others 
in the world. The Caflirnirians engrofs this article 
and have fa&ors eftablifhed for its purchafe in every 
part of Thibet, from whence it is fent to Caflimire 
where it is worked up, and becomes a fource of great 
wealth to that country, as well as it has been, and ftill 
is, to Thibet. 

Mufk is another of their ftaple commodities, pro- 
duced from the deer common in the mountains of 
Thibet ; but they being exceflively Ihy, and frequently 
in places moft wild and difficult of accefs, it becomes a 
trade of great trouble and danger to hunt after. 

Thelaft article is gold, of which great quantities are 
exported from Thibet. It is found in the fands of the 
great river, as well as in moft of the fmall brooks and 
torrents that pour from the mountains. Although they 
have their gold in plenty in Thibet, they do not employ 
it in coin, of which their government, never ftrike any; 
but it is ftill uied as a medium of commerce, and 
goods are rated there by the price of gold duft, as here 
by money. The Chinefe diraw it from them, to a 
great amount, every year, in return for the produce of 
their labours and arts* 
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SECTION I. 

Situation. Boundaries. Produ8ions> &c. 

TH E empire of Ava is fituated between the lati- 
tude of 15 and 28 degrees north, and bounded 
by Tibet on the north j by the kingdoms of Laos and 
Sum on the eaft ; by Bengal on the weft ; and by the 
Indian fca on the fouth. 

Ava is faid to be larger than the whole empire of 
Germany. The king of Pegu was originally in pof- 
feflion of the greater part of it : but two mighty princes 
of A ya and Siam have deftroyed that monarchy : and 
the king of Ava is emperor of both Ava and Pegu. 

The opulence of the emperor is feen in the magni- 
ficence of his palace j " which, according to Captain 
Hamilton, is built of ftone, and has four grand gates, 
viz. the eaftern gate, called the golden, becaufe am- 
baflTadors are admitted at it, who make prefents to the 
emperor, when they approach his royal peribn * the 
fouthern gate, 01 gate ot juftice, at which people enter 
who want to prefent petitions 1 the weftern gate, or 

Sate of grace, through which fuch perfons pafs as have 
cen honoured with any particular favour, or have 
been acquitted of any oftence unjuftly laid to their 
charge j and the northern gate/ or gate of ftatc, 
through which the emperor pafles when he is inclined 
to fhew hiiufclf to his people." 



Several neighbouring ftates are tributary to the fove- 
reign of Ava. Pegu, which is within the tropics, is 
flooded when the fun is vertical j but the flime, left by 
the waters, gently fertilizes the low lands. As to the 
higher ground, this is parched with intenfe heat after 
the rains have cealed ; and the natives are obliged to 
water their fields by the communication of fmall chan- 
nels from cifterns and refervoirs. 

The hills of Pegu are cloathed with fine wood, and 
the bamboos are of great utility to the natives. The 
country abounds with oranges, lemons, citrons, figs, 
pomegranates, bananas, durians, mangoes, poyvas, 
cocoa-nuts, pine-apples, tamarinds, &c. 

The inhabitants ufe a great deal of rice, and fome 
wheat: they have plenty of garden (tuff, which is a 
chief part of their food. They have alfo pulfe of va- 
rious kinds, good poultry, and a variety of fifh. l n 
fome of the royal parks are ponds of clear water, 
where tortoifesof a middle fize are kept and fed, w e 
(hells of whic h are a mixture of feveral colours. With 
thefe they work up many things, as cabinets, ^ ox !: s ' 
and other furniture, making very handfome work, tor 
die (hells arepolifhed likediamonds, and are traniparenr. 

The country produces rubies, fmall diamonds, ana 
other precious (tones j iron, tin, and leadj falt-pctre, 
wood-oil, oil of earth, elephants teeth, fujjprs, 
The iron is faid to be fo excellent in its quality, ^ w 
be little inferior to ftcel. There 
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but few horfcs or fheep, but the 
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people plough wjth oxen an animals 
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- compute ftrength of their armies by the 
Sber Jd fize of chefc animals. 



SECTION II. 



~ , *«J Brers of tbe Inhabitants. Predilettion of 
T t7minfor Europeans. Benevolent Bifpofition of 



in 



under 



the Priefts 

THE women are confiderably fairer than the 
men who are of an olive complexion. Both 
nre thinly dad, and the beft among them wear neither 
ftockincrJor {hoes. They let their hair grow long, 
7, l. v tie on the top of their heads with a ribband, 
"SffiS T ? yr^l When the ladies go abroad 
tooavvifits, they wear either a cotton or filken frock, 
P 7 which is a fcarf girded round the waift, and 
hanging almoft to their ancles. This drefs is faid to 
have been the invention of a queen of this country, 
who confidered it as the moft graceful drefs that could 

adorn the female fex. 

The females of this country are very fond ot Gran- 
gers * fo that any man, during his {lay, may be accom- 
modated with a temporary helpmate : hence moft of 
the foreigners who trade hither marry one of theie 
wives, who are very obedient and obliging to their 
hufbands. The wife goes to market, drefles the vic- 
tuals, takes care of her hufband's efFeds, and even fells 
his retail commodities for him. If me proves falfe the 
hufband fells her as a flave ; and if he proves falfe fhe 
poifons him. 

The wife, when a hufband quits the country, at the 
expiration of a twelvemonth marries again, provided 
the hulband does not leave her a maintenance by a 
monthly allowance. 

The talapoins, or priefts, recommend charity and hu- 
manity as the greatcft of all virtues ; and, indeed, thefe 
men do honour to human nature, if the accounts given 
of them be literally authentic. When the mailer of a 
vcflel happens to be fhipwrecked on the coaft, and, by 
this calamity, becomes the flave of the fovereign, the 
talapoins humanely intercede for him, and take him 
under their pious care and protection. In their tem- 
ples thefe good men fupply a diftrefled ftranger with 
every thing he wants : and as they are phyficians as 
well as priefts, they tenderly take care of fkk perfons, 
and, after their recovery, give them letters of recom- 
mendation to fome other convent on the road they travel. 

The actions of thefe men are influenced by real cha- 
rity and benevolence. They never make any enquiries 
about a ilranger ; it is enough that he be a human be- 
ing, and that they can relieve his neceflities. All re- 
ligions are by them deemed good, which inculcate the 
moral duties and fecial virtues. They think that per- 
fection, and all modes of wormip which are contrary to 
humanity, or univerfal philanthropy, are obnoxious to 
Providence; and that the Almighty delights in being 
adored in various ceremonials; but that all modes of 
adoration Hiould be confident with die moil: refined be- 
nevolence. In fine, their maxims are calculated to 
mhifc m the human heart unbounded charity and c c- 
neral toleration, and to 

Ciufptlie whole world of reafon, life, and fen Ce, 
In one clofe lyftem of benevolence , 
Happier as kinder in whatever degree j 
And height of blit but height of charity. 

SECTION III. 
ttmths. ldoh, Sacrifices, Superfiition, and Fcftivals. 

M l in M Pa f antr ^ " "^Played in their mnpk-s, 

W knkhrt ?C i] T Tmo P of thcir idt), «' ^ the temple 
Kl ™ lsa »«* ftgurc lying in the attitude of 



fleeping, and which is pretended to have lain 6000 

years in this pofture. 

The other temple is called Dagun; but none ex- 
cept the priefts muft enter there. 

. Some of the facrifices of thefe people are very lin- 
gular. Having immolated a white fheep, and mingled 
its blood with meal, on the day of the grand feftival of 
Kiakiack, they diftribute it with exhortations. For 
the celebration of another fort of facrifice, they pur- 
chafe a flave at a very high price, who is youthful and 
hand fome, and having purified him, they cloath him 
in a white robe, and make a public (hew of him till the 
day of his diflblution, which is in about thirty days, 
when they conduct him to a temple, and laying him flat 
on a ftone, rip up his belly, and then taking out his 

heart, burn it, and offer it in facrifice to the idol of 
the place. 

As the Peguans believe that all the ills which befal 
mankind proceed from certain evil fpirits that hover 
about : they therefore worfhip thefe demons, in order 
that they may not be afflicted by them* 

Perlbns ot high rank attend at their grand feftivals 
in their richeft apparel, adorned with jewels. Here 
they dance to mufic, which, from briflc and lively, 
changes to doleful and melancholic ; when, in very 
plaintive (trains, they fing of their anceftors ; the men 
alternately fighing, the ladies weeping, and all ac- 
knowledging they ihall never equal their good anceftors, 
who performed fuch and fuch great feats. After a ge- 
neral lamentation, they revive their fpirit9 with good 
food, and refume their merriment. 



SECTION IV. 

Power, Splendour, and Pomp of tbe Emperor, 
ment inflibled on Criminals. Government, 
proclaiming War. 



Punijb- 

Form of 



r I AHE emperor of Ava is defpotic ; all his commands 

JL are laws. He is treated with the molt fulfome 
adulation by his fubjects, who, either in fpeaking or 
writing to him, ftile him a god. 

To lee his majefty's face is the grandeft honour that 
can be conferred. When an ambaflador approaches 
this great prince, he is attended by found ot trumpet, 
while heralds proclaim aloud the honour and happirtefs 
he is about to receive. The king is at this time attend- 
ed by all his minifters, and 200 guards, fome with 
daggers, and others with fteel bows finely polifhed. 

As foon as the king has breakfaftcd, his majefty re- 
tire^ to an apartment, from whence he can fee the per- 
fons who are about the palace, without being leens and 
that he may be thoroughly informed of every thing of 
moment that pafles either in the city of Ava (the me- 
tropolis) or any of his provinces, deputies of great offi- 
cers, and governors, are always refluent in the palace: 
for he holds the reins of government entirety in his 
own hands, and punifhes, with great rigour, fuch offi- 
cers and governors as are guilty of mal-practices. 
When he hears of the commiffion of any enormous 
crime, he i flues his royal mandate for fuch offence to be 
tried by judges of his own choofing ; and, if the delin- 
quent be convicted, he fixes the particular punifhmenr 
to be inflicted, which is the being trampled to death by 
elephants, or fome other equally cruel mode of punifh- 
ing. 

The refpective towns in the dominions of the king of 
Ava have a kind of ariftocratical government. The 
governor feldom pre fides in council, but appoints a de- 
puty and twelve judges, who meet in a large hall, and 
every man has the privilege of pleading his own caufe. 

If a man is committed to prilbn for debt, and can- 
not, or will nor, pay his creditor, the latter nuy difuoJe 
ofhimas a flave ; and this privilege granted to credi- 
tors ftimulates the common people to indullrv. 

On the declaration of war, the heralds proclaim thcir 
Cover? ign's will with flaming torchei in their hands * 
and the governors of provinces are obliged to raife fuch 
a number of troops as the Hate wants, in addition to the 
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accuftomed military cftablifhment. Upon thefe occa- 

Uons a troop of perhaps 1000 elephants are foon feen in 
full march, the king feated on his throne upon the back 
of one of the whiteft, attended by all his nobles, with 
trumpets, and other military mufic, founding as they 
ijnarch to the field of war. 

SECTION V. 

4 » 

Of the Kingdom of ARACCAN, or ARACHAN. 

ARACCAN, which is called by fome the empire of 
Mogo, is bounded on the eaft by Ava, on the 
welt by the bay and country of Bengal, and on the 
north by Tipra. .It extends about 400 miles in length, 
and contains a great number of places, many of which 
are uninhabited, from the multiplicity of wild bcafts 
that infeft the whole country. 

.' For the major part the inhabitants of this kingdom 
are very robult, and diftinguifhed by having remarka- 
ble broad and fl.it foreheads. They are fo fond of this 
particular in their lhape, that when a child is born, 
they bind a plate of lead on die forehead, which they 
do not remove till they are fatisficd it has had the wifhed- 
for effeft. Their nofes are exceeding red, and the nof- 
trils wide} but their eyes are final 1, and quick of dis- 
cernment. 

The colour of the habits of the common people is 
generally a dark purple. Thofe of diftinftion wear 
veftments of white cotton, with an apron before them, 
and a kind of bag behind their back formed in plaits. 
Their hair is divided into locks, each of which is tied 
and ornamented with knots of fine cloth. 

The women are much fairer in complexion than the 
men, but are proportionably robuft. They wear a gar- 
ment made of cotton, which is bound feveral times 
round the body, and reaches down to the ancles } and 
over their necks and fhoulders they have a kind of 
handkerchief, made of flowered gauze. The better 
fort wear a filk fcarf on one of their arms, and decorate 
their hair with a variety of ornaments. They have 
rings in their ears which are made of glafs, and fo large 
as to hang on the fhoulders: and the arms and legs are 
ornamented with bracelets of filver, copper, ivory* &c. 

Their houfes are exceeding fmall, and are made with 
branches of palm-trees', or canes built upon pillars, and 
covered with leaves of the cocoa-tree : but the better 
fprt have more fpacious buildings. All the houfes, 
however, are made without chimnies, or any conveni- 
ence for firing } lb that they drefs their victuals without 
doors in earthen pots. 

This country abounds with all kinds of provifions, 
but the people are exceeding temperate in their diet. 
Their common drink is made from the leaves of a tree 
refembling the palm-tree, which, if drank new, is very 
fwect, but in a few days will turn four } and inftead of 
bread they ufe rice, 

lhe foil is very fertile, and produces all kinds of 
fruit, with various forts of grain. The climate is very 
healthful and pleafant in fummer ; but in winter it is 
muck other wife j for the inhabitants are fubject to 
agues, from the great rains that fall during that feafon, 
which continues from April till October. 

The buffalos and elephants here teftify a particular 
difguft at thofe that wear red garments j but thefe beaits 
are cafily governed by the herd mien, and will readily 
follow him when they are aflembUd togedier, which is 
effected by the found of a horn. 

The fovcrcign, who is as powerful as any of his 
neighbours, generally refides at the capital, lie lias 
twelve princes under him, whole refidencea are in the 
chief cities of the kingdom, and they arc permitted to 
afllituc the title of kings. The king himfclf is it i led 
" Emperor of Araccan, poflVllbr of the white elephant, 
with the two Caniques, rightful heir of Pcger and 
Brama, and lord of the twelve kings, who lay their 
hair of their heads under the foles of his feet, &c. M He 
is feen by his ilibjccU but once in five years, at which 



time the palace is furrounded with buildings and f ,r 
folds erected on the occafion. The ' king comes fa 



the palace drefled in the moft fumptuous manner f ' 
ed in an elegant tent placed on the back of an 
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richly capanloned. 
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He is followed by his* ^fe 
whofe harnefs and trapping. 



riding on elephants, w«vic uamcis ana trapping 
fnperbly adorned. The king then, with his attendant? 
rides through the principal ftreets of the city a f 
which he returns to the great fqu are before his pal- ^ 
where his fubjects renew their oath of allegiance to 
and the evening is concluded by all ranks of 
with the grcateft feftivity. 

Their temples, and other facred places, ate built P 
fteeplcs, and contain many idols, whom they worihj ^ 
They hold a feaft annually in commemoration of th 
dead, at which time they carry one of their idols in p ro C 
ccfliorij attended by a number of priefts drefled in one 
uniform > confuting of a long garment made of yellow 
fattin. The idol is placed in a large heavy chaiiot 
and fuch is the fuperftitious notion of the poorer fort 
of people, that many will throw themfelves under the 
wheels, and others will tear their flefh with iron hooks 
fattened to the carriage for that purpofe. They take 
great pains to colour thefe hooks with their blood, am! 
they are afterwards hung up in the temples, and preierv- 
cd as relicks. 

The higheft order of priefts is diftinguifhed by wear- 
ing a yellow mitre ; but the other two always go bare- 
headed } and they are all prohibited from marrying, on 
pain of being degraded. 

The priefts pray with fuch as are ill, in return for 
which the patient offers facrifices of fowls, &c. in pro- 
portion to their refpective abilities. If the patient re- 
covers, it is attributed to the prayers received from the 
prieft j but if he dies, the priefts tell their relations that 
their facrifices are accepted, but the Deity deligns the 
patient a greater favour in the other woild. If rJ;c pa- 
tient appears incurable, the prieft thinks it charity to 
drown him. 

A perfon of diftincYion dying, the body is burned-, 
but the poorer fort are thrown into the river. They be- 
lieve in tranfmigration, and therefore ornament their 
coffins with the figures of fuch animals as they think the 
moft noble. Every family has fome particular animal 
by whom they fwear, and whofe figure they mark with 
a hot iron on different parts of their bodies. Their nup- 
tial ceremonies, are performed in the prefence of this 
animal, and they always offer him part of their provi- 
fions before they eat. 

The capital of this kingdom is Araccan : it is large 
and well fortified, fituated in a valley, and fifteen miles 
in citcumference. It is enclofed by very hifih Awe 
walls, and furrounded by a ridge of fteep craggy moun- 
tains, fo artificially formed as to render a penetration 



almoft impregnable; befidcs which, there is a c; 
within ftrongly fortified- The city is well warna 



a fine river that pafles through it in different ilura" 
and at length forms two channels, which empty the.11- 
felves into the bay of Bengal. . . 

There are faid to be 160,000 inhabitants in tliiscitv, 
exclufivcof foreigners. The houfes in general are fmall, 
and built of bamboos i but thofe of the better iort an; 
fpacious andhandfome. In it are upwards of 600 m 
temples, moft of which are fpacious buildings, eK 
gantly ornamented. The palace is exceedingly m^ui- 
ficient, being decorated with the moft coftly 01 ■njmenK 
The apartments are lined with various kinds ot *»*w» 
that difchargc the moft agreeable fragrance ; 
roofs of thofe belonging to the king arc covered. ' 
plates of gold. In the center of the palace is t .he W • 
h::ll, which contains a canopy ornamented witliwu-, 
of folid gold, refembling fugar-loaves. , 
Several idols of the fame metal, as largo a^ W "J 
ornamented with diamonds and other coftly jewe s • 
placed here. In the center of the hall is a c;«nin'i 
gold, fupported by a large ftool of the fame n^w> • 
overlaid with diamonds and other precious ftonf<. 
cabinet contains the two Caniques, or famous pen A 
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of rubies, which the. king wears at his coronation, and 
by which hepreferves a Spcnor authority over his vaf- 

Without the palace are fpacious ftabks for the king's 
.Vnhants tygers, horfes, &c. and near it is a confi- 
fibiriakfwith fmall iflands, inhabited chiefly by 
nriefts This lake is fo fituated as to be a lecunty to 
the inhabitants of the city, lhould they be reduced to 
the necefllty of flight by an attack from an enemy ; for 
by cutting a bank which furrounds it, they might over- 
flow the city, and retire to the iflands. 

The environs of this city are very extenfive, and the 
adjoining countries delightfully plcafant. The villages, 
mountains, &c. are beautifully diver fified with fields 
of different kinds of grain, intermixed with pieces of 
water, and numerous flocks of cattle. 

In the neighbourhood is a Dutch factory : and at 
many of the fhops in the city are to be purchafed fame 
of the richeft commodities in Ada. 

There are many cities of confiderable note in differ- 
ent parts of this kingdom, as alfo many capital towns, 
remarkable for traffic ; the moft material of which are 

Orietan, which is fituated on a branch of the river, 
to the fouth-weft of the city of Araccan. This is one 
of the twelve capital cities, and is governed by a vice- 
roy, who allumes the title of king, and receives a 
crown from the king himfelf. 

Near this city is a large mountain, on which is a for- 
tified place for the confinement of itate priibners, or 
other diftinguifhed criminals. There is another moun- 
tain called Pora, on the top of which is placed their 
principal idol, which is worfhipped by the king himfelf 
on a certain day once in the year. Between the cities 
of Araccan and Orietan is a fpacious river, the banks of 
which are delightfully fhaded with tail trees, that form, 
as it were, an harbour j the pleafure of failing under 
which is confiderably heightened by the multiplicity of 
peacocks that are continually moving from one tree to 
another^ Thefe birds are exceeding beautiful, and 
fully anfwer the fine defcription of them given in the 
book of Job, which is thus elegantly paraphrafed by 
Dr. Young : 

How rich the peacock ! what bright glories run 
From plume to plume, and vary in the fun ! 
He proudly fpreads them to the golden ray ; 
Gives all his colours, and adorns the day ! 
Withconfcious date the fpacious round dilplays, 
And flowly moves amid the waving blaze. 

Rama is a city of confiderable note, but little re- 
ferred to on account of the great danger in getting to 
it either by land or water : the former being dangerous 
hom the number of wild hearts with which the moun- 
tains are infelted, and the latter from it* being fubjedt 
to fudden tcmpelts. 

Dobazi is another large and populous city ; but is 
chiefly remarkable for having a good harbour, and a 
ipacioiM river, by which great trade is carried on with 
the neighbouring places. 

Dianga is a large town, fituated no miles north of 
Araccan; the inhabitants of which are chiefly Portu- 
fiuezc fugitives, and arc indulged with very confidera- 
ble privileges. * 

Peroetn, orPcom, is a town of great trade, and has 
« very convenient harbour. It is the refidencc of a KO - 

i'l!™.' , • I* 8 B'-aiul court, and exemfes the .ib- 
. Jl,te "thorny ot an eallern monarch. 
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ceedingly hot, being under the Tropic of Cancer. 
The air is, neverthelefs, pure and falubi iotis : but the 
water is fo bad, that it occafions the tin oats of the in- 
habitants to fwell to a prodigious fize* The fbvereign, 
and the nobility, ride upon elephants, or are carried in 
palanquins; but thc common people, in tiavelling, 
make ufe of horfes or oxen indifcriminately. Thc ac- 
commodations for ftrangers are bad, and the behaviour 
of the natives rude and unpolifhed. The 111 bj eels of 
this kingdom pay no taxes, but in lieu thereof labour 
annually one week for the king, either in his mines, or 
among his (ilk-worms, from whence alone his revenues 
accrue. He exports gold and filver to China in ingots, 
and in return receives filver which is coined into two 
fpecies of currency, of is. 8d. and is. lod. value each. 
Gold is coined into afpers, which are worth about 51. 
each. The fovereign of this country is tributary to the 
king of Araccan. The river Caipourno runs from Chia- 
may lake through this and many other kingdoms, till 
it difembogues itfelf into Bengal" bay. 

SECTION VII. 
The Kingdom of BOUTAN, or LASSA. 

THIS kingdom has China on the eaft, Thibet and 
the Mogul's dominions on the weft, Tartary on 
the north, and Afem on the fouth* 

A late celebrated traveller fays, that when the 
merchants of Patna and Bengal come to the foot of the 
Naugracut mountains, they are carried over them on 
the backs of women j there being three women, who 
alternately relieve each other, to every traveller. The 
baggage and provifions are carried by goats, who climb 
the mountains with wonderful agility, and are able to 
bear 1501b. weight. They are a week in pafling thefe 
mountains. The women, for their trouble, receive to 
the value of a crown each 5 and the fame fum is paid for 
every loaded goat. 

Both fexes wear a kind of felt in winter, and fuftain 
in fummer. They wear a high cap adorned with pieces 
of tortoifefhelJ, or boars teeth, which they deem grand 
embellifhments. The women deconate their necks with 
necklaces of amber or coral ; and both male and female 
wear bracelets on the left arm, from the elbow to the 
wrift. They are exceeding fond of fpirituous liquors, 
and conclude their entertainments by burning amber. 
Here is plenty of corn, rice, pulfe, grapes, muftard- 
fted, rhubarb, mufk, furs, coral, &c. 

The natives, who are grofs idolaters, more particu- 
larly venerate a cow, which they term " the auric of 
mankind." 

The ufe of fire-arms has prevailed here many years* 
From inferiptions on fome of their pieces of cannon, 
they appear to be 500 years old. None arj permitted 
to quit the kingdom without a fpecial licence from go- 
vernment ; nor mu ft any one take a muflcet with him, 
unlefs he gives proper fecurity to bring it back again. 
On the backs of their elephants and camels they place 
fmall cannon, which carry half pound balls. The king 
is always in fear of treafon, and has a guard of 8000 men 
conftantly attending himj though at the fame time he is 
vain enough to call himfelf a god, endued with the at- 
tributes of " invincibility and invulnerability !"., 

The natives have mollly flat nofes, are ftrong and 
well made; but the women are more robuft than thc 
men. Silver mines are faid to abound in this country, 
and, by the king's order, filver money is coined here, 
each piece being of the value of as. 6d. and of an octa- 
gonal form. '1 hey have no gold but what is got in trade. 

SECTION VIII. 

The Kingdom op AS EM, AZEM, on ACHAM. 

THIS kingdom is bounded by China on the call, 
Jndofian on thc wctt, Tipra on thc fouth, and 
Boutan, with part of Indepcndant Tartary, on thc north. 

Thc 
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The country, in the reigrt of Aurrengzebe, was con- 
quered by the Moguls, who difcovered it by naviga- 
ting the river Lacquia, which has its fource in the lake 
Chiamay, and difcharges itfelf into the Ganges. The 
above mentioned celebrated Indian lake is 1 80 leagues 
in circumference, and lies in 16 deg. north latitude. 

Befides being one of the mod fertile in the univerfe, 
this Country is rich in mines, which produce both the 
nobleft and moft ufeful metals, viz. gold, filver, fteel, 
iron, lead, &c. There is plenty of the moft delicious 
animal food, but dog's flefli is deemed the greateft 
dainty. They make no wine, though they have excel- 
lent grapes, which, when dried, are ufed in making 
brandy. The lakes of this country are of a fahne qua- 
lity, and the fcum which arifes to their furface is con- 
verted into fait. Another kind of fait is extracted from 
the leaves of what is called Adam's fig-tree : and a ley 
is made which renders their filks admirably white. 

No taxes whatever are paid to government, die king 
contenting himfelf with the fole poffeflion of the valua- 
ble mines which his country contains. Nor are thofe 
mines worked by the natives, but by (laves, which he 
purchafes of his neighbours. 

To every fubjeA is allotted a houfe, a large piece of 
ground contiguous thereto, and an elephant to carry his 
wives, of whom he is permitted to have four. Previous 
to marriage, the Afemians inform the women minutely 
of what they expect them to do. The females being 
thus precifely inftructcd in their duty feldom difoblige 
their hufbands. The inhabitants towards the north 
have good complexions ; but thofe who dwell foutherly 
are rather fwarthy. All have very large holes bored in 
their ears, from whence defcend heavy pendants of gold 
and filver. They wear their hair long, have a cap 
upon their heads, and go naked, except about their 
middles. They adorn their arms with bracelets, which 
are buried with them when they die. Their gold is 
current in ingots but they have pieces of filver coin, 
each as. in value. They have great plenty of gum 
lacque, which they export to China and Japan, to var- 

nifh cabinets, cheits, &c. 

The refidence of the king, which is in the metropolis, 
lies in 25 deg. 23 min. north latitude, and is named 
Kemmeroofe, or Guergen. The city of Azoo is the 



ln llir 



royal burial place. When any king is buried 
grand temple, his favourite idol is buried. This*' 
being of gold or filver, the vaults are filled with^ 
mcnie treaiures. The people imagine that the right ^ 
have, in the other world, plenty of what they ( j e r°' ,s 
but that the wicked fufTerall the miferies of hunt** 
third. m gCrani 

From this opinion, and not entertaining any v 
high idea of the morality or piety of their monarch 
they bury with them all kinds of eatables, great rrhr 
feveral of their wives, officers, elephants, flaves 
left they fhould fare worfe in the other world than 1 1 
did in this. ' c ? 

The Chinefeare fuppofed to have received from tl 
people of A fern the invention of gunpowder, though 
they have fince thought proper to arrogate it to them, 
felves. 

The following places near the coaft of Ava are 
reckoned in the Pegu dominions. 

1. The Ifland of Dola, which has a good harbour 
and where twenty houfes are appropriated to the purpofe 
of taming elephants for the life of the king of Pegu 

2. Cofmin is a fertile ifland. The houfes of the 
natives are built on frames of wood, and afcended to by 
ladders, on account of the furious tygers with which 
this country abounds. The inhabitants go from hence 
to Pegu in boats, in which whole families refide all the 
year. This country produces figs, oranges, cocoa- 
nuts, wild boars, parrots, affes, &c. 

3. Meden is a tolerable town, where a market is kept 
on the water in boats, the commodities being fliaded 
from the fcorching-fun-beams by umbrellas. 

4. Negrais is a town and cape on the coaft, due weft- 
ward from Pegu, from whence it requires about ten 
days to fail. The harbour is good, but a (helving bar 
renders its entrance difagreeable and dangerous. 

5. Diamond Ifland, near cape Segrais, is celebrated 
for two Pagan temples. This ifland is low, barren, 
and rocky. The chief ecclefiaftic of the kingdom re- 
fides here. He is greatly venerated by the people, and 
takes the right hand of the king, who, on his demife, 
is obliged to attend his funeral with his whole court, 
and to defray all expenccs thereby incurred. 
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SECTION I. 

Situation, Boundaries, Extent, and Divifton. 
Vegetables and Animals. Account of the 
7*beir Language. 



Coajls. 
Natives. 



THIS peninfula is fituated between the 2d and 1 ith 
degree of north latitude, and bounded by Siam 
on the north, by the ocean on the eaft, and by the 
{traits of Malacca on the fouth-eaft, being about 600 
miles long, and aoo broad. It is feparated into fmall 
kingdoms, viz. Malacca, from which it has its name, 
Johor, Patana, Sincapour, Pahan, Trangano, Pera, 
Queda, and I. vigor. Some of thefe are independant 
ftates under different defpotic princes, and others arc 
tributary to the king of Siam. 

Malacca is faid to have been originally joined to the 
Ifland of Sumatra, and to be the Aurea Cherfonelus of 
Ptolemy. The coafts of the kingdom are flat, marfliy, 
and unhcalthful \ and the inlanu parts of the country 
conflft of fcarce any thing but barren hills and dreary 
deferts : fo that it produces nothing for exportation, 
except afmnll quantity oftin, and fomc elephants teeth. 
The common neceflaries of life are produced in gar- 
dens 1 and fmall quantities of peas and rice arc reared 



in Rich parts of the mountains as appear to have any 
tolerable foil. The natives have a fupply of provifions 
from Sumatra, Bengal, Java, Siam, and Cambudia. 
Here is, however, a variety of fruits, and particularly 
the mangoftan, which is very delicious, and refemutos 
a pine -apple. Here are cocoas in abundance, and a 
great plenty of aloes ; and as to pine-apples, there arc 
no better in the univerfe than are to be had here. '1 he 
ramboftan, a fine fruit, is about as big as a walnut, with 
moft delicious pulp ; and the durian, though not pica • 
fant to the fmell, has a very agreeable tafte. 

Though fheep and bullocks are fcarce here, pork, 
poultry, and fifh, are pretty plentiful. The wild am- 
mals of the country are tygers, wolves, &c. 

The complexion of the natives, who are called Ma- 
lays, is tawny ; and thofe inhabiting the inland part', or 
the country are remaikable for the ferocity of their 
manners. The men go flaked, except having a piece 
of cloth round their waifts. 

The women of Malacca, who have their hair vciy 
long, and are extremely proud, wear a loofc fllkcn car- 
ment, embroidered with filver or gold. Both fexe* 
have jewels in their ears. - . 

While nature had done every thing in favour of t»c 
Malays in their priftinc ftatc > while fhc had b° un r ^j^ 
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* ovided for them/ by placing them in a ferene and fa- 
Fubrious clime, where rcfrefliing gales and cooling 
a ^mi afiuage the heat of the torrid zone; where the 
?T Zlws with delicious fruits, where the trees are 
rlo-ithed with a continual verdure, and the flowers 
hreathc their odours, fociety has done them every pof- 
rMe iniury: forfuch has been the influence of an arbi- 
trary Government, that the natives of the moft happy 
ountry in the globe have* become remarkably ferocious 
in their manners. The feudal fyftem, which was firft 
concerted among the woods and rocks of the north, 
nas reached the ferene regions of the equator. The 
Malays are governed by defpotic princes. This fcene 
of arbitrary domain occafioned a general favagenefs of 
nianners. In vain did bounteous heaven bellow her 
jich blcflingson the Malays ; thefe celeftial gifts ferved 
only to make the people ungrateful and difcontented. 
Matters let out their fervants, or rather thole of their 
dependants, to the higheft bidders, hcedlefs of the lofs 
which hufbandry would fufFer in the want of hands. 

When the Portugueze took pefleflion of the chief 
city of thefe people, the latter, ill brooking a fubmif- 
fion to their new matters, either retired into the inland 
parts, or difperfed themfelves along the coafl. Having 
loft the fpirit of commerce, they imbibed that of con- 
queft, and Yubdued a large Archipelago on their coafl, 
while the Portugueze rendered Malacca the moft con- 
fiderable market in India. I^ofl to all commerce, 
they fell into every excefs of fiercenefs and barbarity, 
and committed murder, when harm was leaft expected. 

Some, however, there are, who are polifhed, well- 
bred, and humane 5 who diftinguifh themfelves by their 
talents, and particularly in the ufe of a language ef- 
teemed the moft pure, nervous, harmonious, and co- 
pious, of any fpoken in the Indies. They ftudy it with 
jreat care and many do honour to its natural graces, 
>y furnifhing elegant poetic compofitions. 
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SECTION II. 

Of the City of Malacca. 

THIS city is faid to have been founded upwards of 
100 years before the arrival of the Portugueze in 
1500: and in the year 151 1, Alphonfo Albuquerque 
fubdued the city, after it had made a mod vigorous de- 
fence. He plundered it of immenfe treafiires, vaft 
magazines, and whatever could contribute to the ele- 
gancies and pleasures of life, and then put the prince 
to death. The king of Siam, enraged at this cruelty, 
afterwards took the city by florm, affifted by other 

P u ln m C4 cc l uall y incenfed againft the murderer. But 
the Portugueze afterwards retook it, and built churches, 
nionaltenes, a caflle, and a college for the jefuits. In 
the year 1606 the Dutch, in conjunction with the king 
ot Johor, began to be very troublefome to the Portu- 
gueze and, after a feries of hoflilities for the fpace of 
thirty-five years, deprived them of it in 1641, by the 

ollowmg means. Finding that confiderable difputes 
Had fubfifted between the king of Johor and the Portu- 
gueze inhabitants, the Dutch inftantly formed a defign 

t attacking and reducing the place. Accordingly they 
littecl out a formidable fqundron of Hups at Batavia, 
and entered into an alliance with the king of johor, 
v/hc » attacked die city by land, while the Dutch inveft- 
f,K 1% y r a: , buC thc xnv ^r* finding there was no pof- 

w«7i° r ■ U r'? g if ' and hcarin R that the governor 
was a very fordid worthlefs man, the Dutch, by letters 

r,mV y C ^7y rtl t0 offered him a confiderable 

ThM^V' R * wouU facilir »* the furrender of the fort. 
I c br.be was accepted 1 the Dutch foon entered the 

derefrhl ' 10 filvc ^ payment of the premium, nun- 
M K ov crnor. 

ed wSwfl!fn aft c fr cnfi rf ™* populous city, furrmind- 
zt <l tt*° nc ™ n ™> battions. Many of the ftreets 



and are built chiefly of bamboos, though lumeofthem 
are of ftone. The governor's houfe is handfome and 
commodious, and is fituated in the fort, garrifoned by 
200 Europeans. The harbour is one or the bell: an4 
lafeft in that part of the globe, and receives veiTels from 
moft parts of the Indies. When poiTeiTed by the Portu- 
gueze, the city was remarkably opulent, being a grand 
mart for precious ftones and gold : and before the Dutch 
made Batavia the chief place of their commerce, it had 
all the rich commodities of Pegu, Coromandel, and 
other countries : but at prcfent it has little commerce* 



SECTION III. 

The Kincdoms of JOHOR, SINCAPOUR, PA. 
TANA, PAHAN, and TRANGANO. 

THE firft of thefe kingdoms is about 100 leagues 
long, and 80 broad : "it is the next country to the 
north of Malacca, and wafhed eaft and weft by thc 
ocean. It lies in one degree north latitude. 

The country, which is woody, abounds with tin, 
pepper, elephants teeth, gold, aquila wood, canes, 
citrons, lemons, &c. and among the quadrupedes are 
deer, cows, wild boars, and buftalos. 

The inhabitants are characlerifcd as cruel, treache- 
rous, lazy, and lafcivious. The common people, of 
both fexes, wear nothing more than a piece of fluff 
round their waift. The females, in a fuperior degree 
of life, wear callico garments faftened with a fi:ken 
girdle. They paint their nails yellow, and the longer* 
they are the more genteel. The iflanders live princi- 
pally upon fago, fruits, roots, and poultry: but thofe 
natives who refide on the coaft fubfift, for the moft 
part, upon fifh and rice, brought from Java, Siam, and 
Cambodia. 

About 1400 Chinefe families refide here, who are 
diftinguiftied for their induftry, and carry on a confide- 
rable traffic. 

The natives, who are a mixture of Mahometans and 
Pagans, have priefts fent to them from Surat. 

The Johor Iflands lie to the north-eaft of Cape Ro- 
mano, but produce nothing fit for carrying on com- 
merce. Pulo- Aure, one of them, is peopled by Ma- 
lays, who are faid to form a fort of republic, headed by 
a chief. In this ifland are feveral mountains, which 
produce plenteous plantations of cocoa-trees. Articles 
in trade are purchafed here with iron; and the people 
have the character of being very honeft, friendly, and 
hofpitable. 

Sincapour, or Sincapora ifland and town, lie at the 
fouthermoft point of the peninfula of Malacca, and give 
name to the fouth-eaft part of Malacca Straits. Here 
is a mountain which yields excellent diamonds, and 
fugar-canes grow to a great fi/e. The foil of Sincapour 
is fruitful, and the woods produce good timber for fhip- 
building. 

On the eaftern coaft of Siam lies Patana, which is 
about 60 miles long. Its port had once a confiderable 
traffic with Coromandel, Malabar, Goa, China, Ton- 
quin and Cambodia, but the traders unhappily find in 
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no reftridtion put upon the commifljon of piracies an 
murders, were under the neeffity of withdrawing thciv 
commerce, and turning it into another courfc, highly 
beneficial to Siam, Malacca, and Batavia. Patana 
abounds with grain and fruits. Here arc buftalos, 
fowls, and fome of the moft beautiful doves ever feen, 
Thc wild animals arc tygers, monkics, elephants, &c. 

The king of Patana can bring 18,000 troops into the 
field, and has more vcflels than any of the other neigh- 
bouring fovcrci^ns. The Chinefe bring hither a va- 
riety of articles in trade, and take confiderable returns. 

Thc natives, though proud, arc kind and obliging, 
and remarkable for their fobriety, 

Pahan lies to the fouth of Patana, on a rivet of the 
fame name, in which there is much gold-dud found. 

People of fortune refide in thc capital of Pahan, fluin- 

R r r tod 
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ted about 1 50 miles north-eaft of Malacca. The city, 
which is but fmall, has the appearance of a garden, 
from the number of cocoa and other trees planted in the 

The king's palace is a wooden ftrudture, and the 
other buildings are in general of reeds and ftraw. 

Along the fides of the river, which walhes the foot of 
Malacca hill, is planted pepper. The adjacent country 
is low, woody, and well ftored with game. Aquila 
and Calamba wood, coarfe gold, camphire, nutmegs, 

&c. are alfo produced here. 

Pahan is well peopled, and carries on a confiderable 
traffic ; but the natives, who are Pagans and Mahome- 
tans, are reported to be the moft arrant cheats in the 
world. 

Trangano is fituated next to Pahan, and is a fine 
healthy country. Its hills produce a plenty of rich 
fruits, Inch as oranges, lemons, limes, darians, man- 
goftans, mangos, cVc. and the vallies teem with fugar- 
canes and corn. Gold and pepper are likewife produ- 
ced here, and are principally exported by the Chinefe 

refident in this country. 

The prince's palace ftands on the banks of a fine 
river near the ocean ; and the Chinefe carry on a confi- 
derable trade with the adjacent countries. 



SECTION IV. 
Of P E R A and QJJ E D A. 

THIS country, which is mountainous and wood 
is famous for its produce of tin, there being W J* 
found here than in any other part of India. Pera C 
capital, lies at the bottom of a bay about 150 
north- weft of Malacca. There are fome hideous defarr 
in this country, abounding with numbers of wild el € ! 
phants, tygers, &c. 

The people are mere barbarians, and of a moft 
treacherous difpofition. 

Queda (the capital of a fmall territory of the fame 
name) is a fea-port town, diftant from Patana 140 
miles. When a foreign merchant comes here, the king 
pays him a vifit in perfon, not to compliment him on his 
arrival, but to receive prefents from him. The pre- 
fents, however, are not made till the vifit is repaid • 
and then the king honours the merchant with a feat 
near his royal perfon. His majefty at the fame time 
chews betel, and putting it out of his mouth on a fmall 
golden plate, the merchant takes it with great refpeft, 
and puts it into his own mouth. The people are Ma- 
hometans and Pagans. The chief produce of the place 
is tin, pepper, elephants teeth, canes, and darner. 
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SECTION I. 

Name, Situation, Extent, Rivers, Divifions, Sub- 

divifions, &V. 

ry^HE Portugueze, and from them the reft of the 
X Europeans, call this country Siam ; bur, by the 
natives, it is ftiled Tai, or Freemen ; though they 
have long been deprived of their liberty. 

Siam, which is furrounded by mountains, is bounded 
on the eaft by Cambodia and Cochin-China, on the 
weft by the fea, on the north by Pegu and Laos, and on 
the fouth by Malacca and the bay of Siam. 

Siam Proper (by fomc called Upper Siam, to dif- 
tinguifh it from the I^ower, and which contains feven 
provinces, viz. Profeloue, Sangueloue, Lacontai, 
Campcngpet, Coconrcpina, Pechekonne, and Pitchia) 
is fituated in about the 1 ith degree of north latitude, 
and is fuppofrd to be above 550 miles long, and 250 
broad, though in fome parts it is not more than about 

50 miles in breadth. 

The Menam, or, Mother of Waters, which \% the 
chief liver, discharges itfelf into the gulph of Siam. 
The fource of this river is unknown to moft of the in- 
habitants, or they milreprefent it, in order to magnify 
its origin. Another great river is called the Mecon ; 
this pa Acs through Laos and Cambodia, and falls into 
the Indian ocean. A third river, named the Tena- 
ferin, falls into the bay of Bengal, forming the Ifle of 
tVlerguy, which has a moft excellent harbour. 

This country, furrounded with mountains, and hav- 
ing few hills, is one wide extended plain, with a great 
river brandling and running through it from north to 
fouth. Thefe mountains form two huge chains, one 
on the will, and the other on the eaft fide, diminifhing 
gradually as ihty reach fouthward. They yield dia- 
monds, faphiics, ami agates. 

The feven provinces of Siam Proper, or Upper Siam, 
have their names from their principal cities, which 
are fituated near the fea-coaft, or on fomc of the rivers. 

The winter here is dry, and the fummcr wet. Were 

it not that the fun drawn clouds and rain, and the wind 



blows from one pole when the fun is declined toward; 
the other, the torrid zone would doubtlefs be uninhabi- 
ted. Thus in Siam that great luminary being to the 
fouth of the line during winter, the noith winds blow 
continually and cool the air. On the contrary, in the 
fummer, while it is to the north of the line, and vertical 
to the Siamefe, the fouth winds reign in their turn, and 
thus either caufe inceflant rains, or at leaft difpofe the 
weather to be rainy. It is thefe winds which the Por- 
tugueze call moncaos, and other nations monfoons; 
and hence it is that veflcls have fuch difficulty to ap- 
proach or depart from the bar of Siam. Thus the bleak 
winds of the frigid zones temper the excefiive heat of 
the torrid, and the warm breezes of the torrid How 
through and give genial warmth to the temperate, till 
they reach the frigid, and in fome meafure qualify that 
extreme cold which, in thofe inhofpitable regions, 'be- 
numb nature. 

The principal places in Siam Proper are the follow- 

ing, viz. 

Chantebonor Liam, which is fituated near tnc gulpli 
of Siam, at the mouth of a river to which it gives name. 
It is about a day's journey from the fea, and has tony* 
confiderable inland trade. 

Bankafoy is fituated on a river near the bar of Surfl. 
The king himfelf is the fole merchant belonging u> this 
place, for all the elephants teeth, fapan, and aqwl* 
wood, is remitted to him. They make here the exqw- 
fite faucc called ballichang, on which the epicures <>l 
Siam regale { for many of the Siamefe fall martyrs to a 
luxurious appetite. The bellichang is a composition 01 
cod, dried flirimps, pepper, fait, fea- weed, im- 
pounded together, and beaten to the confidem? ol a 

pafte. - 
In the above-mentioned river are two fmall HiaJKu 




with many pleafant villages, the houfes ol whi( ^. 
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r^dc of bamboos, and erecled upon (lakes, on ac- 
unt of the inundations of the river, which would 

* r Zvo for the fake of having more freedom than in 
a L^etronolisr where he is obliged to be <hut up, that 
I c fnhlas may not lofe that profound refpeft which 
fc f 2& *! ■** by feeing hirn too often , for fo- 
litude and indolence are the chief charaflenftic* of his 

dignity. 

Upon a couch of down in thefe abodes, 

Supine, with folded arms, he thoughtlefs nods ; 

No paflions interrupt his eafy reign ; 

No problems puzzle his lethargic brain ; 

But dull oblivion guards his peaceful bed, 

And lazy fogs bedew his gracious head : 

Thus at full length fuchpamper'd monarchs lay, 

Bafking in eafe, and flumb'ring life away. 

There is a communication between Louvo and Siam 
by means of a large canal, on each fide of which are ex- 
tenfive plains abounding with rice. 

The king's palace at Louvo is a brick building, but 
exceeding capacious, and furrounded by fine gardens. 
The root is covered with yellow tiles, which, when the 
fun (nines upon them, appear like gold. The town it- 
fclf is populous, large, and pleafant, and ftands about 
the diftance of 14 leagues from Siam. 

Probat ftands on a branch of the river Me nan, about 
65 miles north-eaft of Louvo. The king of Siam an- 
nually repairs hither in grand proceflion, to worftiip a 
mark in the rock, which is pretended to be the print of 
the foot of their idol Sommona-Codom. 

Pourcelano, 320 miles from Siam, was formerly a 
confiderable city, defended by fourteen baflions, but 
has run to decay. 

Six miles to the north of the lafl mentioned place is 
Menang-tan, celebrated on account of the pilgrimages 
made to it by many devotees of Siam, Pegu, Laos, &c. 
who repair hither to pay their refpe&s to one of the 
above-mentioned idol, Sornmona-Codom's teeth, which 
is here preferred with great care, 

Tennaflerim, about 200 miles from Siam, is a place 

of confiderable trade, fituated on a river, to which it 
gives name. 

Cui is a town near the former, from whence the king 
r '* am rCCeivCS great c l uantitles of tin ancl elephants 

Margui, about 140 miles Couth-weft from Siam, is 
fmiatcd in an ifland near Tennaflerim, and deemed the 
belt port in India. 

L jgor, the metropolis of a country of the fame name, 
was formerly an independant ftate of itfelf, but a few 
centuries ago was conquered by the Siamefe. 

On the weftern coaft there is an ifland called Tonfa- 
ton, winch was formerly a kingdom, but at prefent is 
of no importance. 

Martaban or Martavan, in the bay of Bengal, was 
once a kingdom, but is now only a Siamefe province. 
It produccs corn, Oranges, lemons, figs, pears, chefnuts, 
medinna] plants oil of jeflamin, gold, fteel, iron, lead 
copper, rubies, lacque, bonzoin, &c. 
Unthe vvcftern coaltofSiam arc three clufters of 
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, ^ N, ™bar I Hands, which are fituated about 90 

1 Sa T! thC M H if IIM 7 ,t - aiUi 1 *° from 
ce \Tnl [ : 1 . ni , R,dle clllClcr arc a11 wc » inhabited ex- 
nr caZl <T ^ ,and in S encraI is vcrv They 
St ,b ' m ? UC thc northern cluftcr, named 
w o ire o/ S ; ; l,e l,OC f ° P°P«lo«- The inhabitants, 

varied cSiS^ W P H*? n - ^ aint thcir faccs with 

^ Wei e^^ ecl v p x r thc r • Thcv ™* r ho ™ 

*ti i f ce t backwanb, which, as well as 
faces, arc painted green, yellow, and blacfc. 



About eight miles to the fouth of Sambrero are twe* 
well inhabited and fertile ifiands, called Ning and 
Gowry ; the inhabitants of which will fell a hog for three 
feet of iron hoop, and a pig for one foot. They fpeak 
a broken kind of Portugueze, and are fo fond of tobac- 
co, that they will give a fowl for a leaf of it. 

The fouthern cluftcr of the Nicobars are very moun-> 
tainous, and the people much more favage than thofe 
of the middle and northern clufters. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands worfhip the moon, 
and venerate certain grottos in the rocks as temples. 
The men fcrupuloufly confine themfelves to one wo- 
man and murder and theft are feldom heard of among 
them. 

Nicobar, properly fo called, which is the principal of 
thefe iflands, and gives name to the reft, is near ioq 
miles north of Sumatra, about 10 leagues in length, 
and 4 in breadth ; is watered by many rivulets, and is 
very fertile. The inhabitants are robuft, well made, 
and in their apparel refembk the people of the neigh- 
bouring continent. They employ themfelves princi- 
pally in fllhing, and are fome of the mod expert fwim-r 
mers in the univerfe. The Englifh fhips bound to Su- 
matra ufually touch at this iflan 

a. The Andeman Ifiands lie in 13 deg. north lar, 
about 100 leagues north of Sumatra : they are well in- 
habited by a bold fayage people. 

3. The Cocoa Ifiands, 35 leagues weft fouth -weft of 
cape Negrais, produce a great; abundance of cocoa- 
trees, but are uninhabited. 
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SECTION II. 

Mineral, Vegetable, and Animal Productions. , 

Agriculture^ 



OIAM may be faid to confift of cultivated and uncul- 
O tivated land. There is fcarce a flint to be found in 
the whole country. The land feems to be formed by 
the mud defcending from the mountains ; to which 
mud, and the overflowings of the river, the foil owes 
its fertility; for in the higher places, and parts not 
reached by the inundation, all is dried and burnt up 
with the fun foon after the rains axe over f 

This country had once the reputation of being very 
rich in mines ; and, indeed, this appears from the great 
number of ftatues and other cafl works that are here, 
many of which are of gold. M. Vincent, a French 
phyfician, difcovered a mine of very good fteel, and 
another of cryftal ; alfo a mine of antimony, and ano- 
ther of emery j exclufive of a quarry of white marble, 
and a rich gold mine. The latter mine, however, he 
concealed from the natives. They have plenty of tin, 
which, however, is rendered hard, as well as white;, 
by being mixed with kedmia, a mineral reduced eafily 
to powder; and it is this white tin which is called tute- 
nage. M. Vincent, during his ftay at Siam, taught 

the inhabitants the art of fcparating and purifying 
metals, 

There is a mountain near thc city of Louvo which 

fjroduces loadftones ; and there is another near Jon fo- 
am, on the Malacca coaft ; but thefe minerals, it is 
faid, foon lofe their virtue- 

■ 

Thofe trees in Siam are the mod profitable which 
produce cotton, oil, and varnifli. Indeed the bamboo 
may bp ranked with them, it growing to a prodigious. 

fize, and being of r,l)e utmoft utility. 

In the forefts is produced timber for (hip- building, 
houfe-builciing, &c. Here is a wood that will not 
cleave, and is called wqodrnary by the Europeans. 
Cinnamon-trees arc natives of Siam, but not fo good 
as thofe of Ceylon. 

The iron wood which grows here furnilhes anchors, 
There is Jikewife a wood as light as fir, and of the fame 
colour, but more fitfpr carving, as it always ftands tliQ 
chiflel. 

The chief grain ufed here is rice 5 but wheat is fojnq- 
timci fown upon the Jand that the inundation does not 

extend 
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extend to. This is watered by finall channels cut thro' 
the fields. 

The natives rear pulfe and roots in their gardens ; 
and they have radifhes, garlic, and potatoes ; but no 
parfnips, carrots, onions, or turnips; nor have they 
any of the kind of herbs that we make ufe of in 
Europe. 

Or flowers here are tuberofes, jelTamins, gilly- flowers, 
tricolets, amaranthufes, &c. but thefe have not the 
fragrance of the European flowers. Oranges, lemons, 
citrons, and pomegranates, grow here, but no other 
fruit known in Europe. Here are mangoftans, tama- 
rinds, bananas, ananas, mangos, durians, &c. 

The animals here are tygers, elephants, horfes, oxen, 
buffalos, flieep, and- goats. There are fome hares, but 
no rabbits. As to deer, there is a great plenty of 
them. 

The birds are peacocks, doves, pigeons, partridges, 
fnipes, parrots, fparrows, and various others. A bird, 
called the Noktho, is a very remarkable one: it is lar- 
ger than an oftrich, and has a bill near three feet in 
length. 

The infects arc white ants, marin-gowins or gnats, 
millepedes or palmer-worms, &c. 

In tilling their land the Siamefe employ both oxen 
and buffalos. Thefe they guide by a cord run through 
the griftle of the nofes of the animals, with a knot on 
each fide, that it may not flip : it alfo palles through a 
hole or ring at the head of the machine ufed for plow- 
ing. Nothing can be more fimple than this plough : it 
confifts of three pieces of wood ; one is a long beam, 
which ferves for the draught-tree or pole ; another is 
crooked, ferving for the handle ; the third is a ftrong 
fhort piece fattened underneath at the end of the handle ; 
and it is this which bears the (hare. The whole is fixed 
together by leathern thongs. 

SECTION III. 

Per/ens, Drefs, Manners, Cuftoms* Marriages^ Funeral 

Ceremonies } &c. of the Natives, 

THE natives of this country arc of fmall Mature, and 
well proportioned : their complexions are tawny, 
and both fexes have broad faces : their eyes are fmall, 
their mouths large, their lips thick, their nofes fhort, 
and their jaws hollow. Their hair is black, thick, and 
lank : each fex has it cut fo fhort as to reach only to the 
top of their ears, which are particularly large. Both 
men and women dye their teeth black. The great men 
are faid to paint their legs blue, but the ladies never 
ufe any paint at all. 

The drefs of people of diftinction is a piece of callico 
or filk, about two ells and a half long, which reaches to 
their knees. Great officers and placemen wear, befides, 
a muflin fhirr, as a fort of veft. The king wears a veil 
of brocaded fattin under his fhirt, with fleeves reaching 
to his wrifts. 

From the Mahometans arofe the ufe of popufhes or 
flippers, a kind of pointed fhoe, without either quarter 
or heel, which they leave at the doors of the houfes they 
enter, to avoid foiling the rooms. They approve of 
hats for travelling; though very few cover their heads 
from the fun's heat, except on rivers, where the refrac- 
tion may be too violent. 

The natives of Siam, in general, are remarkably 
clean and neat : they bathe three or four times a day, 
and perfume themfelvcs. They wafh their hair with 
water and fwcet oil, and keep their black dyed teeth as 
clean as polnble. They apply a pomatum to their lips 
to render them pale $ for pale lips and black teeth arc 
the marks of delicacy and beauty. 

Tlvofe of the women as do not choofc to bathe have 
water poured upon them. They never go quite naked 
into a river, the idea of infamy in the fex being affixed 
to nakednefa : nor can a greater aflront be offered to a 
Siamefe lady, than the introducing any obfecne convcr- 
facion. 



The Siamefe have very clear idea s, and 
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ly fmart in conversion. They are by nature ki - \ 

complailant, though rather haughty when too* ^ 
fubmiffion is ihewn them. They abhor both dru'k'^' 
nefs and adultery, and a fincere affection fubfift 
tween men and their wives, who bring up their rr 
fpring to be as temperate, modeft, obliging a nd° ^ 
tcctionate as themfelvts. They are partial to the r 
toms of their anceflors, and little admire the cur'f 
ties of foreign countries. They are timorous r 
lefs, indolent, and have an averfion to the fnilL Ut l 
human blood. ^ P min 8 of 

Rice and fifh are their ufual food. The fra vi 11 
them very excellent fifli of all kinds. They have fi * 
lobfters, delicate little turtles, and fmall oyfters blT 
fides a variety of fifh that the Europeans are unac~ 
quainted with. Here, too, are very fine river fiflT 
particularly eels. They, however, prefer dry fait fift* 
even though it ftinks ; and they eat mice, rats, locufts* 
and lizards. ' 

They are fo moderate, that a pound of rice, which 
cofts about a farthing, with a little fait fifh of no greater 
value, will ferve a Siamefe the whole day. Their fauce 
is only a little water, mixed with fpices or herbs. They 
have a favourite dim called ba-la-chaun, made of (mall 
fifh reduced to a mafh. They drink arrack, which is 
very cheap, or elfe common water. 

When they receive company they drink tea, but do 
not put fugar into their cups as we do : they put a bit 
of fugar-candy into their mouths, and fip the tea. 

Great fubordination is obferved here. Servants and 
flaves, when in the prefence of their fuperiors, muft 
never ftand, but kneel, or fit on their heels, with their 
heads inclined a little, and their hands raifed to their 
foreheads. When inferior people pafs their fuperiors in 
the ftreet, they bow the body, join their hands, and 
raife them to their heads. In vifits, an inferior prof- 
trates himfelf, and never fpeaks till fpoken to by the per- 
fon to whom he makes the vifit ; for the perfon of fupe- 
rior rank muft always fpeak firft. The vifited offers 
his place to the vifitant, and prefents him with fruit, 
betel, &c. 

The right hand is looked upon as more honourable 
than the left ; and that part of a room oppofite the 
door is always offered to a vifitor. If there be much 
company, they are all feated according to their refpec- 
tive ranks in life. 

Notwithftanding their general ceremonies, the Siamefe 
are, in fome in fiances, rather indecent ; for they belch 
without reflxaint, and wipe off the fweat from their faces 
with their fingers. 

The children have much docility, and natural fweet- 
nefs of difpofuion. They are inftructed to exprefs 
great modefty in every action, and all poflible fubmiffion 
to their fuperiors. Parents are the more careful in the 
education of their children, as they are accountable for 
their offences. 

Their method of travelling is riding on the buffalo, 
the ox, and the elephant. Every perfon has an unli- 
mited privilege to hunt and take a wild elephant, but 
he mult not kill him. The female is employed inconv 
mon ufes, and the male is trained for war. 

Perfons of rank alio ride in chairs or fedans, which 
are fquare, with flat feats placed on biers, and are car- 
ried on mens fhoulders. To fome there are eight men, 
to others four, 'i he Europeans have the privilege of 
riding in palanquins, or canopied couches, carried °a 
mens fhoulders, Umbrellas are not allowed but to inch 
natives as have the king's royal fa net ion for them. 

Daughters arc here difpofcd of in marriage at a very 
early age. If the parents of the maiden approve of m*> 
lover, they confult an aftrologer, after the match n« 
been propofed by a woman advanced in years. 1 l( j 
fortune-teller is to inform them whether the match wm 
be happy or not ; that is, in fact, he is to know whe- 
ther the man be opulent or not ; for fuch is the _de ipo- 
tifm of the government, that individuals are obhg™ 
hide their wealth. If the anfwer of the aftrologer _w 
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„eet, when the young lady's portion is paid, and the 
marriage is looked upon as fully completed, without 
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dancing, 



wives, very icw, ^up. n.v high 



liberty of marrying 



_ ik { and this is done rather for grandeur and Hate, 
than from motives 6f either convenience or regard. 

Amongfl: the ordinary claft, women work here for 
their hufbands, and maintain them during the whole 
time they are in the fervice of the prince, which is 
about fix months in the year. They till the land, buy 
and fell goods, and do other neceflary bufinefe. 

Divorce is here tolerated, on condition that the huf- 
bandrrflores to his wife the portion fhe brought him. 
In this cafe the children are : divided equally between 
the difuniting parties, who are at liberty to marry again 
as foon as they pleafe. 

Their dead here are buried in lacquered coffins : thefe 
they place upon a table till every necefTary preparation 
is made for the funeral. In the mean time they light 
up tapers, and burn perfumes. The talapoins, or priefts, 
aflemble, and fing ftanzas, for which they are well re- 
quited by the relations of the deceafed. The corpfe, 
in proper time, is taken into the fields to be burnt. The 
pile is made near fome temple, in a fquare fpot of 
ground fenced with bamboo. The body is decorated 
with gilt and ftained paper, reprefentatives of birds, 
flowers, fruits, &c. which are for the ufe of the de- 
ceafed in the other world, where fuch emblems are fup- 
pofed to be animated and realized. 

Various inftruments of folemn mufic attend the pro- 
ceflionof the corpfe to the funeral pile, and the mourners 
are all drefled in white. 

When they arrive at the place of interment, the body 
is taken out of the coffin, and kid on the pile ; then the 
priefts fing, and a fire-work is foon played off. About 
noon (for it is in the morning the dead are thus carried) 
the pile is fet fire to, and the afhes of the deceafed are 
afterwards depofited in fome part of the temple. 

The poorer fort of people do not bum the bodies of 
their deceafed relations, but either privately inter them, 
or elk expofe them on a fcaffold in the open field, where 
they are devoured by birds of prey. 

The talpoins or priefts teach the doarine of tranfmi- 
gration, and inculcate many tenets equally abfurd and 

^t X,C r L 11 T , hcr al,0W fo ™&™>> however, the 
practice of all religions. 

The principles of the Siamefe morals are reduced to 
five negative precepts. 

vcJetablSllrA^ " k ™ lf no * in P' ,B is CXtended to 

itfrlf n J contains the plant, or is only the plant 

f?^^^ Theperfon, therefore/who 

whYch tS * V aS 5*2 of * thin 8 *« Has fife, and 
from i hi In't ^ havin « its f ™ Picked 

evlre/"VK f at,n 6 th ! Fruit > thc ^rnel muft not be 
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Gander," i s enforced fourth » lic not > nor 
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fifth and laft pnecepr, << drink no intoxicating liquors," 
prohibits not only the drinking ftrong liquors to excefs 
but even the drinking them at all. 

SECTION IV. 
Account of the Talapoins and Talapoinefes . 

THERE are two clafTes of the talapoins, thofe of 
the woods, and thofe of the towns; but as any 
perfon who is learned may become a talapoin, he who 
inclines to enter into the brotherhood firft applies pro- 
perly for admiffion, and then afliimes their hlbit, which' 
is a garment of various colours. 

A talapoin is never fuffered to intermeddle in any 
but religious affairs; nor muft be, if avaritioufiy in- 
clined, in the leaft lhew it: he muft never adorn his 
a ^f el V? r . bet r a y an 7 particular fondnefs for women. 
... inc ipirit of the lnftitution of his order is to lead a 
1 ° < $? votlori and Penitence for the fins of other peo- 

P a r i Y fift entlrelv u P on alms, and are conftrain- 
ed fo long as they continue to follow their profefiion 
to live fingle, on pain of being burnt. 

Thefe fathers educate children, and at every new and 
full moon expound the principles of their religion in the 
temples. When the rivers fwell, they preach constant- 
ly every day, both morning and afternoon, till the in- 
undation fubfides. They relieve each other, and fit 
crofs-legged, in a high ftate-chair ; and when each con- 
cludes his fermon, the people give him alms : fo that 
thofe who are induftrious in preaching foon become rich. 

After harveft, the talapoins of the towns go every 
night, for three weeks fucceflively, to Vatch in the 

fields, under little huts, and in the day return and fleep 
in their calls, near the temples. In the center of their" 
temporary habitations ftands the hut of a fuperior. 

At dawn of day the talapoins rife and walh themfelves. 
Thev then attend their fuperior to the temple, and 
fpend two hours in prayer and finging hymns, which 
are engraved in the Bali tongue upon long and broad 
leaves. Both the talapoins and the people proftrate 
themferves three times upon entering as well as leaving 
the temple. The obje£t of their homage is a great idol 
in the building. When fervice is over the priefts go 
and beg alms in the ftreet. Their begging is of a pe- 
culiar nature : they have an iron bowl in a piece of linen, 
which they throw acrofs their fhoulders by means of a 
cord, and then fix themftlves at fome door, without 
opening their lips. The people, however, generally 
give them fomething, and, with whatever they get, 
they repair to the temple, to make an offering of it to 
the idol. After breakfaft they apply thcmfelves to ftu- 
dy, and the inftruclion of their pupils. In the after- 
noon they fleep ; and towards night, after fpending two 
hours in prayer and finging, they refrefh themfelves 
with fome fruit, and retire to their natural reft. 

The fuperior is called Chaw- Vat, or a lord of the 
convent. The higheft, however, in office, is the Sari- 
krat, who ordains the talapoins, as our bifhops do their 
priefts. 

The talapoins have great privileges granted them. 
Among others fheyare exempt from fervices under the 
king, who therefore, left they become too numerous, 
caufes thcrri to be examined at particular times, as to 
their knowledge of the Bali language, and of the holy 
writings. If they arc not deemed fufficiently learned, 
he reduces them to a fecular ftate. 

The talapoinefTes are nuns who live with the talapoins 
in the fame 1 convents, which convents are a number of 

fingle houfes ftanding upon bamboo pillars, at a fmall 
diftance frdm each other. 

Though- the talapoinefTes refide with the men in the 
fame convents, yet,' as they are never admitted till they 
ate old, ' there is no gpprehenfion of a criminal con- 
nexion. 

, Every jterfon who goes to a convent goes there en- 
tirely 'by choice, ihdfttf liberty to leave ft whenever he 
of mpltkM. 

Sff SECTION 
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Vbc Laws of Siam, Manner *f Trial, and Nature ef, 

Punijhment* 

THE governor of every province of Siam is yefted 
with the fole command, both in civil and military 
concerns. The laws enjoin an unlimited obedience from 
children to their parents, and fubject the foimer entire- 
ly to the juridlidhon of the latter. 

Some of their punilhments are equitable and rational, 
others ridiculous and barbarous. That for robbery is 
the being obliged to pay double the value of the effects 
ftolen, or the fuffering corporal pun ifhm en t, as the de- 
linquent may perhaps have no effects to compenfatc. 

He who wrongfully keeps poffeffion of another man's 
eftate is confidered in the light of a thief or robber j 
fo that when ejected by law, he is not only obliged to 
give up the inheritance to its right owner, but alfo to 
pay, exclufively, the full value of fuch eftate j half of 
which goes to the party injured, and the other half to 

thejuclge who tries the cauie. 

Thole convicted of rebellion are ripped up alive. 
Thofe of treafon or murder are trampled to death by 
elephants. If a great man of the court be detected in 
embezzling any of the royal treafure, they pour melted 
lead or melted metal down his throat. Omiflions in a 
general execution of orders are punifhed by cutting 
the head with a fword, called pricking the head, as if 
to punifh the memory. The baftinado is fometimes 
exercifed in a very rigorous manner. Almoft the 
fmalleft appearance of guilt confirms the crime ; and to 
be accufed is nearly enough to render a man culpable. 
"When a perfon, however, defigns to profecute another, 
he is obliged to draw up a petition, in which he ftates 
his complaint, and prefents it to the Nai, or chief, who 
conveys it to the governor of the province in which the 
offence was committed. When every thing is prepared 
for trial, the parties have fummonfes fent them to make 
their perfonal appcaranee in court, where, merely by 
way of form, they are advifed to compromife matters. 
At length, however, the governor fixes upon a day for 
all parties to attend again, and on this-day, if fufrici ent 
tefti monies are not produced as to matter of fact, and 
admiflible defences made, both plaintiff and defendant 
are conftrainedHo walk upon red-hot coals, and he who 
efcapes unhurt is looked upon to be innocent. In fome 
cafes the parties are obliged to put their hands into boil- 
ing oil : and in both thefe ordeal trials, by fome dexte- 
rous management, one or the other of the parties is faid 
to remain unhurt. 

A French writer relates, that a Frenchman, from 
whom a Siamefe had ftolen fome tin, not having fuffi- 
cient proof to convict him, was advifed to put his hand 
Into a pot of boiling oil, with this affurance, that if he 
was juft in his accufation, the oil could not poffibly 
hurt him. The Frenchman agreed to the trial, but al- 
moft confumed his hand, whilft the Siamefe, who had 
readily fubmitted to the fame proof, drew his hand out 
of the oil unhurt. 

There is alfo a proof in this country, by placing the 
parties under water, and he who can remain there 
longed is funpofed to be innocent. Sometimes emetic 
bills are admi raftered, and he who can keep them on his 
ftomach without vomiting is looked upon as guiltlefs. 
€< Thefe trials (fays an author) are made in the prcfence 
of the king and magiftratcs * and it fometimes happens 
that the former caufes both plaintiff and defendant to be 
thrown to tygers, and if citner of die pcrfons has the 
good fortune to efcape, he is deemed innocent." 

Appeals are frequently made from one province to 
another i and the prefident of the tribunal in the city of 
Siam can reverfc a judgement given in any of them, 
except the province appeals to the king : fo that where 
the parties are opulent, a fuit is fometimes very tedious 
and expend ve: and when the poorer fort of people have 
formidable adve r far ies to cope with, their innocence it 
but a flender fhield to them. Suits ought always to 
ttiul in three days, but fome lad as many y ear*, 



in the year 17 19. 



Having fpeken of the punifhment inflicted for tr 
fon, we (hall add a quotation from an author who tr 
of .the trial of CaDtain Hamilton for that offence at SU^ 

" In 17 1 9, Captain Hamilton being at Siam and 
converting with Oya Sennerat, a man in power a K 
jfcrne alteration in the Englifh treaty of commerce h° Ut 
pened to fay, that " the king had been impofed > on" 
Now it feems that the merely faying that the king of 



Siam can in any thing be deceived is treafon. fiT 
captain was therefore in a few days taken into cuftod/ 

appeared "againft him, and brought as cvidenc^onc 



and brought to a court of juftice, where Oya Sen 



affirmed he had heard die v« pU un utter 
the words in the Indoftan language : but Collif on bein 
afked by the judge if he underftood that language, anu 
the former acknowledging he did not, the captain wa 
acquitted. Had he been convicted, he would have 
been immediately executed on the fpot, the elephanu 
being ready," 

Crimes of an inferior nature are ufually punifhed in 
a very equitable manner: for lying, the mouth isfew- 
ed up. A cheat is obliged to walk about feveral days 
with a fmall wooden pillory about his neck : and one 
who is guilty of affaulting another with a malicious in- 
tent, is fentenced to be quickfet, that is, fet in the 
ground up to the (houlders, and his head feverely buf- 
f etted about. In thefe rational punifhments drift equi- 
ty feems to deal her judgments with impartiality. 

In Siam, as well as other places, favour may be 
bought. Equity is frequently iacrificed to a bribe, 
and the fmiles of the law are difpofed of to the beft 
bidder. 

Laws bear the name, but money has the power : 
The caufe is bad whene'er the client's poor. 
Thofe ftrict-liv'd men, that feem above our world, 
Are oft too modeft to refift our gold. 
So judgement, like our other wares, is fold % 
And the grave knight that nods upon the laws, 
Wak'd by a fee— Hems ! and approves the caufe. 1 ' 

One exccellent cuftom, however, prevails here, 
which is, that none are permitted to upbraid a delin- 
quent with his offence, after he has fuffered the fentence 
of the law. Nay, the crime is fo little thought of after 
the punifhment has been inflicted, that the perfon is 
careffed as much as jever ; and an offender who is one 
day in the utmoft difgrace, may the next be advanced 
to the higheft dignity. 

SECTION VI. 

Languages, and Skill in the Sciences. 

N this country there are two languages fpoken, the 
_ Siamefe and the Bali. The former confilb chiefly 
of monofyllables, that have neither conjugation or 
declenfion. The latter is the learned language. 

Arithmetic is much ftudied here. In it they ufe ten 
figures, as we do, and are very ready in calling up ac- 
counts. . 
Oratory is not much cultivated ; nor have they tne 

an iron pencil. 

Of philofophy they have very flender conceptions ; 
and as to the laws of their country, thefe they do not 
ftudy, unlefs placed in fome office where a knowieuy* 
of them is effentially requifite. 

They know nothing of aftronomy, but 
eclipfes are occafioned by a mighty dragon ready toi - 
ftroy both the fun and moon, and therefore make a g ♦ 
noife with brafs pans, 67c. to frighten away the mon to. 
They believe the earth to be fquare, on the extremis, 
of which the arch of the firmament refts. 




think that 
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Their calendar has been regulated twice by a Wf f u f£ 

n C\ i a AftAnrtitl*fi M,lw% k<lU» faUlTI tWf\ V^iTi^VM^ 



pean aflronomcrs, who have taken two remarkable y 
chas , the firft refers to the year J4J before C nr 111, 
. .. Their yearly 



ftcond to the year 638 after Chrift, 
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ivide into three feafons, beginning it at the firft: moon 
/November or December. They have no clocks, but 
Jdl : of the time by the fun. They have four watches 
tr the nicht : and in a court of the royal palace there 
s an hollow veffel with a finall hole therein , and this, 
fit upon water, gradually lets it in, till it (inks juft as 
the hour expires ; and then particular perfons about the 
palace flxike loudly upon copper batons, to proclaim 

the expiration of the hour. 

No affairs of conlequence are ever undertaken with- 
out a previous confultation with fome prophetic and 
learnedfage in the fublime fcience of aftronomy. 

There are fome phyficians among them ; but thefe 
nuift aft with great caution j for if they prefcribe for 
the king or royal family, and do not give relief, they 
are feverely cudgeled. They cure moftdifeafes by fu- 
dorifics. Their whole practice of phyfic confifts in ufing 
certain receipts handed down from their anceftors. 
They fometimes prefcribe purgatives, but very feldom 
emetics. The chief difeales are fluxes and dyfenteries; 
and the fmall pox often makes great havock amongft 
them. When a patient is paft all cure, they fay he is 
enchanted. 

An author, fpeaking of thefe people, fays, u They 
know nothing of chemiftry, though they pafllonately 
affect it; and fome boaft of profound fecrets. A king 
of Siam once fpent a prodigious fum in fearch of the 
philofopher's done." 

Their mufical inftrurnents are a kind of violin, with 
three ftrings, and a (hrill hautboy; alfo little drums, 
and copper bafons ; but neither play nor fing by any 
kind of notes. They have alfo a trumpet, that makes 
averyharfti noife. 

On the king's going out, and the whole royal band 
attending him, the founds have an extraordinary effect 
upon an European ear. 

SECTION VII. 

Tower, Palace, Guards, Elephants, and Female Atten- 
dants of the King. His annual Procejions, Army, 
Navy, and Revenues. 

HAUGHTINESS and defpotifm are the diftin- 
guifhing charatteriftics ot the king of Siam. He 
is almoft adored by his fubjects. Even his minifters, 
when in council, never muft prefume to fpeak to him 
but upon their knees. His palace is a mod fplendid 
edifice, fituated on an eminence, and may be compared 
to a city, fo extenfive is it, and fo grand are its feveral 
pyramids, &c. This fuperb pile, which (lands on the 
north fide of the city of Siam, and is built with brick, 
is furrounded by three enclofures, and fpacious courts 
between each wall. The apartments of the king and 
queen are in the innermoft court, which includes feve- 
ral elegant gardens. The people always proftratc them- 
ielves on entering or quitting this inner court. 

His majefty has alfo two bodies of horfe-guards, who 
are natives of Laos and Mcen ; and a third, compofed 
partly of the natives of Indoftan and Chinefe Tartary. 

he « horfe-guards always attend his majefty when he 
rocs abroad : but it muft be oblcrved, they are never 
lufferedtobe within the palace gates. * 

firft . i r bleS °/, thc beft cle P hants ™<* horfca are in the 

hv rh? C L • ° f 5 hc r0yal P a,acc : the former arc na ™d 
LV g A. a u d attcn l d , cd with great care : that which 
nas the moll honourable name is treated with the 

?5«/^ T] ? y u h T alwa ? s thcir trapping! 
on w en t alcen ou t of the (tables, and the people have 

fouUtW 1 at . * rfc / a 8acioui animals pofrefs the 
n o t fo, ft llvcd ? the bodies of great and fa- 

Xm f" m ? k,ng , Wl1 n ? VCr ridc u f°" a white 

offfK His majefty, however, is ftilcd king 
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cept indeed putting on his night cap, which he does 
himfelf, as nobody miJft touch his head. His provi- 
llons are d reded by females alfo, who wait on him at 
table, after fome little ceremony between them and the 
eunuchs, with regard to bringing in the dimes. 

The eldeft fon of the queen does not always fuCceed 
to the crow_n, but generally the eldeft fon of the king 
by the firft concubine that brings him a child. Daugh- 
ters never inherit the throne. 

The king, when he goes abroad, either rides upon 
an elephant moil: richly caparifoned, or is carried in a 
grand chair. Once a year he pafles through the city, 
with a numerous train of elephants, and bands of rnufic. 
The populace, during the proceffion, fall proftrate at 
the approach of his majefty, and rife, after he haa pafled 
them, to gaze at him. 

His majefty alfo (hews himfelf once a year* ori the 
river in a grand balon, covered with a rich canopy fe- 
veral thou fond other balons are feen upon the water at 
the fame time, forming a moft elegant fight. He is 
rowed to a temple on the oppofite fhore, where the 
priefls pray for him, and preient him with a couple of 
y^rds of cotton cloth, fpun and woven on that day. At 

fun-fet he leaves the temple, and is rowed back to the 
palace. 

An author, fpeaking of the king of Siam's water pro- 
ceffion, fays, <c his reafon for honouring the river and 
his people at this time is to forbid the water rifing 
above Rich an height, or to continue increafing above 
fuch a number of days: however, it often difobeys his 
majefty's commands." 

No officer or other perfon muft ever prefume to ap- 
proach the king in his royal apartment, without a pre- 
vious order given him: this is a law made for the 
prince's fafety. 

Nor muft the great officers vifit each 
ly; the vifit mult be on fome public 
they muft always fpeak loud, fo as to be heard; for if 
they fpeak in a low tone of voice, it is fufpe&ed they 
are confpiring againft the ftate. 

Though it is high treafon to fay the king can be de- 
ceived, yet he is often and eafily deceived; for all in- 
formers are diflioneft, and the Indian princes love to 
be flattered; the courtiers conceal their real fentiments 
from their prince, and the prince conceals his own from 
them: they muft never prefume to point out any error 
the fovcreign has committed, or be fo bold as to tell 
him that it is impoflible to execute what he commands ; 
they therefore implicitly obey him, and • if they mif- 

carry, excufe the mifcarriage afterwards in the gcntleft 
terms. 

The common people live in much greater fecurity 
and happinefs than the nobility and officers of the 
crown ; tor honours here never lead to happinefs, but 
to anxiety, dread, and a perpetual difturbance of mind. 
" The common people, fays a rcfpectable author, enjoy 
pleafures which their fuperiors arc ftrangers to; nor in- 
deed are they fo liable to be opprcfTcd as the fubjecls 
of fome other countries, free accefs to the throne being 
always had when complaints are to be made." 

The Siamefc order of encampment and battle is thus : 
the army arranges itfelf in three lines, and each line is 
compofed of three great fquare batal lions, die king be- 
ing in the center one. The nine bataUions thus form- 
ed, each has fixteen male elephants in the rear, accom- 
panied by two females, befidc others of thofe animals 
for carrying baggage, &c. The Siamefc rely much on 
their elephants, who, when they arc wounded, often 
turn back on thcir matters, and throw the whole army 
into diforder. 

The engagement begins with a difcharge of artillery, 
with which they have been fupplied by the Portugueie, 
and then they exercile their arrows, but never conic to 
a clofe engagement. 

An author fays. " the armies of Siam, and indeed 
all the neighbouring countries who hold the metcmply- 
chofis or rranfmigration of fouls, bufy thcmfclvcs only 
in making (laves ; and the ufual way among them of 

waging 
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waging war, is to invade each other's dominions in dif- 
ferent parts at the fame time, and to carry off whole 
villages .into captivity*" 

The king ot Siam's navy confifts of about half a 
dozen capital fhips, the crews of which are foreigners j 
he has, however, exclufive of thefe, about fixty gallies 
of war; but they are fmall, with only one man to an 
oar, who is obliged to row Handing, the oar being fo 
Jhorr, for lightnefs fake, that if not held perpendicu- 
larly, it would not touch the water. The king, in his 
naval expeditions, only makes reprifals on fuch of his 
neighbours as injure him in his commerce. His royal 
balons, or pleasure barges, confift of about an hundred 
and fifty, and are very magnificent. 

The revenues of the king arife from cultivated lands, 
exports and imports, veflels, gardens, fruits, fines, con- 
fiscations, &c. &c. His treafury is immensely rich. 

SECTION VIII. 

The Nobility , great officers of State y and Ambaffa dors. 

NEITHER dignity of birth, nor extent of poflef- 
fions, but the prince's favour alone, conftitute 
nobility in this country. He fometimes ennobles peo- 
ple of the very meaneft extraction, provided they have 
any particular fervices to recommend them. To thefe 
he gives, as a mark of diftinction, either a golden or 
filver boufTette to hotel their betel. 

The king of Siam has many lords, who are peculiar- 
ly attached to his royal perfon : thefe always live with- 
in the palace. Others there are who are employed 
without, to govern affairs, and preferve good order a- 
mong the people. The rank of each nobleman is dif- 
tinguifhed, when he appears abroad, by the richnefs of 
his fword, as well as other marks of honour. The 
ladies arc alfo diftinguifhed in proportion to their re- 
ipective ranks. 

The officers of Hate rending in the capital mull 
daily attend in fome part of the palace, except they 
have leave of abfence, on pain of being feverely whip- 
ped with fplit rattans, which cut deep in the flefh. 

In Siam ambafTadors are confidered in a very infe- 
rior light, being deemed only the fpecial mefTengers of 
the princes whom they reprefent. Thofe who come 
from the neighbouring fovereigns that are dependant on, 
or connected with, the emperor of Siam, are obliged 
to proflratc themfelves before him, and advance towards 
him creeping on their hands and knees, AmbafTadors 
from Afiatic monarchs are treated with fome trifling de- 
gree of greater rdpecl. But the European ambafTadors 
are exempted from many of the ceremonials which the 
others are obliged to obfervc. They muft not, how- 
ever, attempt to open their lips till the emperor has 
firtl fpoken ; and when they do fpeak, to be very brief, 
along harangue being deemed an egregious infult. 



SECTION IX. 
Dcfcription of the City of Siam. 

SIAM, the metropolis of the Siamefe empire, is in 
14 deg. north lat. and 101 deg. 5 min. long, its 
circumference is 10 miles; and many canals, whofe 
fources are in the river Menan, pafa through it; as 
they arc navigable, the conveniency to the inhabitants 
is very great. The walls are thick and high, built of 
flone and bricks, of both which materials fome of the 
bridges are erected, though moft are built of wood. 
The only public ftructurea worth notice are the tem- 
ples, which are fo gilded on the outfidc, that the cf- 
ulgencc of the fun -beams reflected from them daezlc 
the eyes of the beholders. One of the latter, which is 
a fquare building, arc 100 idols, placed in nichei 
four feet from the ground. They arc as bi£, as life, fit 
crofs kgged, and are all gilt. The figures of dreadful 
dragons arc placed at the gates of the tcrtiplci. AH the 



houfes are built of timber or cane, except in one It 
which contains 200 brick dwellings of only 0ne ^ ' 
The markets here are well flocked with cattle wi]d°^ ' 
tame, rice, fruits, pulfe, roots, &c. The trade 
fifts of the admirable gems of Pegu, filver bullion °"" 
nufactured iron, broad ftammel cloth, looking -f^fp" 
&c. China wares are cheaper than at Bantam." ry 
river will contain vefTels of 400 tons burthen, am} r* 
vides the city into eight parts. ' Cl " 

The walls and floors of the houfes arc of cane m 
rials, covered with mats; the windows are holes in^r" 
fides, which are always open; the ftair cafes are \J\ 
ders j the chimnies are apertures in the roof; and th - 
fire place is only a bafket of earth in the middle of T 
room. The cattle are kept in the houfes for f Car 1C f 
inundations. The principal pieces of furniture are ° 
fmall couch covered with a mat, which ferves for a feat 
by day, and a bed by night; but when they retire to 
reft, a mattrefs fluffed with cotton is added in lieu of 
bed; many have Iikewife a fheet, a quilt, and piU 0w . 
the reft of the furniture confifts of lacquered tables c/ 
binets with drawers, copper and earthen velTcls, china 
ware, &c. Befides which, every family has a cheft of 
working tools. 

The fovereign claims fix months labour from all his 
male fubjects; if he is at war, they are inrolled as fol- 
diers ; but if it is a time of peace, they are employed 
in agriculture, mining, building, fifhing, rowing, &c. 
They are divided into bands, each of which is under 
the direction of a proper officer, who frequently fupplies 
their neceHities by lending them money, paying their 
creditors, &c. but this often turns out to his own ad- 
vantage, as all who are infolvent become his (laves. 
Thofe who row the emperor's balons, barges, and gon- 
dolas, are branded in the wrifts to be peculiarly diftin- 
guifhed; they are better fed than fuch as belong to the 
other bands; but at the fame time they are harder 
worked, and oftner corrected. 

Thus all the advantage which from drefs they gai:i> 
Is lofl in punifhment, and funk in pain ; 
While the ftill greater flav'ry renders crude 
The fineft fauces to the daintiefl food. 



SECTION X. 

Hiftory of Siam. 

THE hiftory of Siam cannot be traced with any de- 
gree of certainty, previous to the year 1500, nor 
do the Siamefe themfelves pretend to be pofleflcd #f 
any antient records. 

The Portuguefe affirm, that in 151 1, when they 
took the city of Malacca, it was governed by an Ara 
bian prince, named Mahomet, who was totally inde- 
pendent of the Siamefe fovereign. From the above 
xra nothing remarkable happened till 1640, when the 
Dutch took Malacca, (which they dill retain) from the 
Portuguefe. 

In 1648 the general of the Siamefe troops, bring 
popular among the foldicrs, and having the army at hi* 
devotion, took occafion to quarrel with his loveicigu wi 
order to dethrone him. This he cfTcacd, and deprived 
his maflcr of life, by pounding him to death in a hf{"* 
iron mortar with a wooden peftle. The fcrretaty <« 
ftate was kept confined three years with the Siaimlc 
pillory about his neck, and was never, during tliu 
time, permitted to quit his dungeon, but when he w,« 
taken out to oc feverely lafhed, in order to make hnu 
accufe fome of the principal people of having accumu- 
lated riches by clandeitinc means, that the uNp cr 
might have fome pretext to plunder them. The iifurpe » 
however, enjoyed but little fatisfadion f r<>m retgivmM 
as he lived the martyr of guilt and flavc of ,0 "| 
his crimes increafed his fears, and his fears mulmiww 
his crimes; for, while his conference tormented m 
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with the. idea of the murders he had done, the dr«^ 
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bcinfc himfelf murdered prompted him to 
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~A induced him t» fancy that his fecunty « 
SybefotdS « Sc blood o^thofc he fofpefted. 



The man who rifes on his country s ruin, 
lives in a crowd of foes, himfelf the chief. 
In vain his pow'r, in vain his pomp and pleafuresj 
Hi! guilty thoughts, thofe tyrants of the foul, 
« Steal m unfeen, and ftab him m his triumph 
«< Wretched diftracYing ftate when ev ry object 
« Strikes him with horror, ev'ry thought with fear. 
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The above revolution was the ruin of the factory 
which the French had but little time before ereaed at 
Bancock. 

The Siamefe monarch, in 17 17, invaded Cambodia 
with 50,000 men by land, and 20,000 by lea, but 
proved unTuccefsful in his expedition, which is the molt 
recent circumftance relative to this country, that can 

be depended on as authentic. 




CHAP. 



XIX. 



H IN DO ST A N 



OR 



INDOSTAN, or INDIA 



PROPER. 



■ * 



SECTION I. 

■ 

Name, Situation, Boundaries, Bivifions, Rivers, Moun- 
tains, &c. 

HINDOSTAN, or Indoftan, the principal, richeft, 
and moft fertile part of India, is more famed for 
its luxuriant, ineftimable productions, than any cir- 
cumftances that have been handed down by ancient and 
authentic records, Avariqe has, however, at different 
periods, taught innumerable fordid adventurers to 
ftudy its' geography fword in hand, who have not 
fcrupled to, wade through blood to glean riches ; and 
the bowels of the inhabitants have been ripped open to 
come at the precious products of the bowek of the earth. 

The richneis of the country has been the greateft mif- 
fortune to the natives ; their gold mined, and their dia- 
monds blazed, but to invite robbers to plunder them ; 
and while the heat of the climate, and the delicious 
fruits of the earth, lulled the effeminate people into the 
lethargic (lumbers of luxury, they became aji eafy prey 
to thofe who were more fordid and bold, and had iefs 
confeience than themfelves. 
Well may the worldly mifer pant for thefe regions, 

and fay, - 

4 

Waft me ! O waft me to that diftant more, 
Where dwells the precious idol I adore ! 
Health, danger, friends, religious, moral tics, 
I from the bottom of my foul defpife, 
And pant for nothing but the glittering prize. 
Hail happy fc, whofe bofom gold contains, 
Whole bowels glow with radiant brilliant veins : 
l ny rivers, wealthy as the flaming mine, 
with golden fand and di'mond pebbles mine. 
To grafp at treafure is alone toTive : 
J£ there a blefling but what wealth can give ? 
Ten ample lacks of dear rupees I'd take, 
And fr Ce iy part with confeience for their fake. 
What s virtue or humanity to me, 
S n c aptivating precious ftones I fee ? 
10 be a Man, and poor, will never do : 
j U Brute commence, and be a rich owe too. 

the Perflan^ Ganges was anciently rubied* to 

Sefa S^InHr 1 ^^^ thcG ™ puAed His con- 

P-ts which 

Alexan ( l.r r D . m **- Previous to the time of 

of Se^ rCCians had traverM India in fcarch 

Pilpiv thVrJ ? T e 2300 y< m fincc «hc celebrated 

fi-S r!^7 Bt ^" bl 5 f^*> whi* have 
« u, .«»nllatcd into moft of the known languages 



,n the work!. 



^■ssris Kb . re ^ ived > name f, ° m 

empire of a, V th ? Mt,vei Mo g""tan, or 

Indus, the r t K M °S uK Ic ,iM between the 

w-iis bounded by un 3 l 4 ^? lefl8Ue, fr , om cach oth " ' 

w ay Ufbec larury and Thibet on the 



north j by Acham, Ava, and the Bay of Bengal, on 
the eaft ; by the Indian Ocean on the fouth ; and by 
the fame fea and Perfia on the weft. It is fituated be- 
tween 66 and 92 degrees of eaft longitude from Lk>ndon, 
and between the 7 th and 40th degrees of nOrtn latitude', 
being 204a miles long from north to fbuth, and upwards 
of 1 400 broad in the wideft part from eaft to weft* 

The Mogul empire is divided into feveral provinces: 
though it cannot be faid the Mogul is folc and abfolute 
matter of them all, as there are a nu mber of raj as, or 
petty princes, fovereigns independent of him. 

Tfee north-eaft divifion of India contains the pro- 
vince of Bengal, as well as Jefual, Naugracut, Patna, 
Necbol, Gor, and Rotas. The north- weft divifion 
extends to the frontiers of Perfia, and contains the pro- 
vinces of Surat, JefTelmere, Sinda, Tatta, Bucknor, 
Maltan, Hercan, and Cabul. Thefe are fituated 011 
the river Indus. The fouth-eaft coaft, or coafl of Co- 
romandel, contains Orixa, Golconda, the eaft fide of 
Bifnagar, or the Carnatic Madura, andTanjore, Afme, 
Jengapour, Caffimere, Hendowns, Lahor, Agra, 
Dehli, G*alior, Narvar, Katipore, Chitor, Berar, and 
Crandilh, are fituated in thercenter divifion. The fouth- 
weft contains Guzarat, the'Dccan, and Bifnagar, or 
the Carnatic. 

The tropic of Cancer runs through the center of the 
empire. The fouthern part lies within the torrid zone; 
yet in the very hotteft part of the year there are generally 
rains, which, from about the end of June to November, 
refrelh the earth and cool the air j the fhowers then, 
efpeciallv in Auguftand September, falling for feveral 
days without intermiflion, attended with thunder and 
lightning. Even in the faireft weather they have lighf- 
ning, though without thunder, for feveral weeks fuc- 
cefliyely ; but this lightning never does the fmalleft 
detriment : the flcy at this feafon is clear and fercne, 
and the earth refrefhed with gentle breezes, which, in 
the mornings and evenings, are extremely agreeable : 
the heavens have a moft beautiful appearance, and ve- 
getables fpring forth with incredible forwardnefs. The 
air is perfumed with the choiccft fruits, affording an 
wholefome and refrefhing nourifhment, while die trees 
form a fliade impenetrable to die rays of the fun. 

The monfoons, or periodical winds, blow fix months 
in one direction, and fix in the oppofite direction. For 
inftance, fuppofe they blow from the fouth-weft from 
April to October, they then turn about, and blow from 
the north-eaft from October to April. At the fhifting 
or breaking up of the monfoons, there are nfually fuch 
ftorms of wind as will not fuffcr a vcflel to ride with 
any degree of fafety. 

The Ganges and Indus are the chief rivers of this 
empire. The former rifes from different fources in 
7 hi bet, and, after feveral windings through Caucafus. 
penetrates into India acrofs the mountains on its fron- 
tiers. This river, after having formed, in its courfe, a 

5 rent number of large, fertile, and well peopled ifland*, 
ilcharges^ itfclf into the fea by feveral channels, of 

T 1 1 whidi 
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vhich only two are frequented. It runs a binding 

C ° U T t ll hoSe Ganges in the higheft cfteem 
wojfhip it as a deity, and deem that perfor, . happy who 
terminates his exiftence upon its margin ; and even tc- 
HcUate that family, an Individual of which has been 
drowned in its ft/earn. Towards the fource of th s 
-iverwas once the city of Palibothra ; the ant.q.uty of 
whfch was fo great, that Diodorus Siculus fcrupks no 
tb fay it was built by that Hercules to whom the G, eek 
afcribed the moft furprif.ng adhons which had been 
performed in the worla. In the days of Plmy the op - 
Fence of I'alibothra was celebrated throughout the 
globe ; and it was the general mart fur the inhabm.nts 
of both fides the river that warned us walls 

The Indus, which runs an equal courle with the 
Ganges, waters the weftern fide of India, flowing from 
the north-ealt to the fouth-weft, and falling into the In- 
dian ocean by three channels. 

In Hindofiran are feveral rivers, as the Attock, (the 
Hvdafpes of the ancients,) the Jemmima, the Guenga, 
&c. which are all too infignificant to merit a particular 

defcription. . , 

The mountains of this country divide it into two 
equal parts, running acrofs from north to fouth, and 
extending as far as Cape Comorin. Many of the moun- 
tains produce diamonds, rubies, amethyfts, granates, 
chry'folites, jafper, agate, &c. 

SECTION II. 



Climate, Soil, Vegetables* stntmais, jnjw, w*. 

THE feafons of this country feem to be feparated 
by a barrier erected by nature in the mountains ; 
for the countries that arc divided by them, tho* under 
the fame latitudes, have a different climate ; and while 
it is furnmer on one fide of thefe mountains, it is winter 
on the other: though all that is meant by winter in 
this country, is that time of the year when the clouds, 
which the fun attracts from the fea, are violently driven 
"by the winds againlt the mountains, where they break 
and diflblve in rain, accompanied with frequent (torms; 
hence the torrents, which rum from the mountains, 
fvvell the rivers, and ovei flow the plains. Hence, too, 
the vapours which obfeure the day, and duTuie a gloom 
over the country. It is a rule here, that they have the 
faireft wheather when the fun is at the greateft diftance 
from them, and the word when it is vertical. 1 he foil 
of this country is rendered fo pliable for its various pro- 
ductions, by the exceflive, but nourifhing, rams, that 
it needs little affiftance from the hands of the hufband- 



Thc natives in the fouthern part of the peninfula live 
principally upon rice: indeed, fcarce any thing clfe is 
fown there. In the northern part there is excellent 
barley and wheat, and they have good peas and beans. 
Their buffalos, cows, and goats, fupply them with 
milk in plenty, with which they make a great deal of 

cheefe. . , 

The gardens of India, though extremely plealant, do 

not produce any great choice of flowers. I lere is, how- 
ever, a variety of fruit-trees i and what flowers there 
are have a moft elegant mixture of colours, tho* few 
of them have any fragrance. The fruits an* mangos, 
guavas, pomegranates, ananas, pine-apples, cocoa- 
nuts, oranges, lemons, limes, plantains, tamarinds, 
mulberries, Sec. There are, in the north part of the 
empire, alio apples, pears, anil other fiuits that ai\s 
produced in Europe. Both fruit and forell-trees in the 
fouih part of India are ever -green s j and Ionic of the 
fruit-trees have green and ripe fruit on them at the fame 
time. Their kitchen-gardens yield water-melons, pot- 
herbs, potatoes, 6lc. Thry have alio ginger, faffron, 
' turmeric, fugar, cotton, indigo, opium, the pepper- 
plant, &c. with fpatious plantations of fugar-i.ancs. 

The moll ufeful trees in India arc the cocoa and cot- 
ton tiees. The cocoa yields meat, drink, and oil, as 



well as timber for building. Of the fibres of the bark 
they make their cordage, and with the branches thev 



cover their houles. 



From the cotton -tree thev rJ? 



their callico, and moft of their cloathing. This tue 
grows to a confiderable height. There is alfothe ccr 
ton Ihrub, of which are made ginghams, mudins fa 
The ftirub and tree put forth yellow blofforns, f U c cec * 
ed by pods, the lkin of which burfting, difcovers a tine 
foft, white wool. 1 
Here is the indigo tree or fhrub, which is about the 
fize of a rofe-trce, but has a fmooth rind. Thelenvts 



y arc 



when (tripped off at the proper leafon, are laid togcth 
when a vegetable dew exhales from them. They 
then immerfed in water, contained in velTels adavted 
for the purpofe. After the water has extracted the blue 
from the leaves, it is drained off: the fedimcnt is then 
expofed in broad ihallow veffels to the fun beams, thro* 
the heat of which the moiiture evaporates, and the in- 
digo itfelf remains in cakes at the bottom. 

The oxen of India are of great utility, either f or 
draught or carriage : though not fo large as ours, they 
make much greater fpeed, travelling thirty miles aday, 
and more. Ten thoufand of thefc animals are fome- 
times feen in a caravan. By a caravan we mean a pro- 
digious number of oxen, camels, or other beads of 
burthen, loaded with merchandise. Their drivers 
never have any fixed habitation, but take their families 
with them. Each caravan has a captain, who is parti- 
cxilarly diftinguifhed by wearing a ftring of pearls round 
his neck, and receives Angular homage from ail ranks 
of people. The caravans are divided into fourchfles, 
each clafs confifting of many thoufand perfons. Thefe 
are attended by their priefts; and each morning, be- 
fore they fet out, they pay their ufual devotions to 
fome idol. One caravan carries barley, another rice, 
a third beans and peas, and a fourth fait. Ten or a 
dozen oxen are generally employed in drawing a wag- 
gon, and two in drawing lighter carriages. When they 
bait, they are fed withgrafs, if it can begot; but there 
is little of this to be had in the louth of India in this fair 
fealbn, which is the proper time of the year for travel- 
ling, in which cafe they fubftitute fodder. The whole 
company deep in tents, except t hp fe appointed as cen- 
tinels. Camels aic but feldom ufed here, being infe- 
rior in utility to oxen. Thofe they have differ but ludc 
from the Arabian camels already defcribed. 

The elephant is the largeft quadrupede in the urn- 
verfe : it is in height from 12 to i 5 feer, and in bread h 
about 7 . There ?annot be a finer defcription of i s 
unwieldy animal, than what we find in the tad wri- 
tings, where -the elephant is termed Behemoth, which 
wofd, in Hebrew, fripliet « the colleftive ftrength of 

m " y S3di'now, Behemoth, winch I made with A* 
he eatcth grafs as an ox. Lo, now hit ftrengj » » 
his loins, !nd his force is in the navel ofh.sbel . 
movech his tail like a cedar: the finews Jm ««»^ 

f 



are 

brafs 



wrapped together : his bones are as djrtng V**« 
s , h(s bones are like bars of iron. _ He u _ * 



brals ; his oones are iikc Dan. «» . - , hj 

of the ways of God : he that made him, can 
(word to approach unto him. Surely trie m 
bring him forth food, where all the beads of the rf 
play He lieth under the Amly trees in the cove 
FheVced and fens. The fhady trees eonr ** 
their fhadow. The willows of the broo f°gU: 
about. Behold, he drinkech up a river, and b«m 
he trulteth that he can draw up Jordan into 
he taketh it with his eyes : his nofe pirr"«> 

fnarcs." Jobxl. 15, &c. , 
The above pallage is thus elegantly parapn 

the celebrated Dr. Young : 

Mild is my Behemoth, though large l"» J" 1 * " 
Smooth is his temper, and rcprclt his ^ 
While unprovokM. This native of ^ ^ 
Lifts his broad feet, and prowls abroa< nor 
Earth finks beneath him as he moves air ing 
To leek the herbs, and mingle with the uir t> ^ 
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See with what ftrength his hardened loins arc bound, 
AU over proof, and <hut againft a wound. 
How like a mountain cedar moves his tail ! 
Mor can his complicated finews fail. 
Built high and wide, his folid bones furpafs 
Ke bar g s of Heel : his ribs are ribs of brafs. 
His port majeftic, and his armed jaw. 
Give the wide foreft and the mountain law. 
The mountains fear him ; there the beafts admire 
The mighty ftranger, and in dread retire: 
At length his greatnefs nearer they fur vey 
Graze in his fhadow, and his eye obey. 
The fens and marlhes are his cool retreat, 
His noon-tide fhelter from the burning heat : 
Their fedgy bofoms his wide couch are made, 
And groves of willows give him all their fhade. 
His eye drinks Jordan up; when fir'd with drought, 
He burfts to turn its current down his throat : 
In leflen'd waves it creeps along the plain. 
He fmks a river, and he thirfts again. 

The elephant commonly lives upon roots, leaves, 
erafs, fhrubs, &c. but he is fond of corn when he can 
tet it, and will drink wine to intoxication. The female 
goes two years with young, brings but one at a time, 
which continues growing till it is. thirty years of age, 
and is exceedingly fond of her progeny. In eroding a 
river the dam takes up her offspring with her trunk, and 
carries- it fafely over. It is remarkable that the female 
is theftrongeft and molt courageous; but the male is 
the largeft and moft graceful. The docility and iaga- 
city of this animal are univerfally acknowledged : tho* 
able to encounter the moft ftrong, it may be brought 
to be managed by the moft weak. Its fenfibility is 
fuch, that it expreflfes gratitude for thofe who treat it 
kindly, and always evinces a fpirit of refentment againft 
fuch as behave to it with indignity. Its eye, though 
fmall, is cxprefiive and penetrating. Itsfenfeof fmel- 
ling is exquifut : but in the fenfe of feeKng it is fuppofed 
to exceed all other animals. 

When tamed, the elephant may be taught many 
things, by which it is rendered both ufeful and enter- 
taining. It travels quick with a great burden ; and, 
when trained to war, will carry upon its back a wooden 
tower, containing men, ammunition, and provifions. 
In the fortification which it bears, a piece of cannon is 
often planted, and it will ftand the firing of it without 
die leaft trepidation. 

Many ancient writers have given various inftances of 
the uncommon fagacityof this animal, which the obfer- 
vations of modern travellers feem to confirm. In par- 
ticular, a celebrated traveller relates, in his account of 
the Ealt Indies, that an elephant pufhed his trunk into 
the window of a taylor's work-lhop, when one of the 
men ran his needle into it, which fo highly affronted the 
Animal, that he went to a neighbouring brook, and 
having filled his trunk with water, returned to the (hop, 
fpouted it in at the window, and warned all the taylors 
from off" the place where they fat working - t evidently 
fhewing that he had fenfe fufficicnt to comprehend an 
indignity, and fpirit enough to refent one, at the fame 
tunc joining humanity with his anger, and giving his 
revenue a ridiculous in (lead of a tragical turn. 

ft xu COnduie > tne celebrated Mr. Pope feems per- 
kily to acquieice in the opinion of this animal's near 
appioach to rationality in thefe lines: 



How difTers inltinct in the grov'ling fwine, 
V-omparM, half reas'ning elephant, with thine. 

TlK'rearefhcep, aitts, buffalos, &c. here in plenty. 
*n the lout hern parts are fheCp, which have reddifh 
uir initead of wool, and are much thinner and longer 
i e (5tf«l than ours. * ~ - b 



Er u ? n ours - Thcir flc(n isvtT y dr y aiul cow-re. 

ne icrlian fheep, however, are brought into India, 
I htv h i **' aml UiU wci ^ing?everal'potnds. 



v have plenty of goats, and their kids are pr 
i»ch . 1 h c hogs here, particularly the wild oi 



etty 
ones, 



■**x*«4 upon as the beft butchers meat in the poup- 



try. Antelopes, deer, and hares, are here in great 
numbers, and people have full liberty to hunt them 
whenever they pleafe.' Among their wild beafts are leo- 
pards, tygers, wolves, monkies, &c. There is alfa 
the jackall, commonly called the lion's provider, from 
an opinion that it routes the prey for chat animal. The 
truth is, every creature in the foreft is fee in motion by , 
the cries of the jackalls, which run about in companies' 
at midnight, making fo dreadful an howling, as to ter- 
rify other animals ; when the Hon, and other beafts of 
rapine, attending to the chafe bv inftincl:, feize thofe 
timorous animals which fly from the noife of this night- 
ly pack. The jackall is faid to be of the fee of a com- 
mon fox, and to refemble that animal in the hinder 
parts, efpecially the tail, and the wolf in the fore parts, 
particularly the nofe. Its legs are fhorter than thofe of 
the fox, and its colour is a bright yellow. It has the 
ferocity of a wolf, and at the fame time the familarity 
of a dog. Its cry is between howling and barking, and 
its voice doleful, like that of human diftrefs. Thefe 
creatures often go together in packs of 40, 50, ioo, or 
aoo together, hunting, like hounds in full cry, from 
evening till morning, and will fometimes make thcir 
appearance in towns and villages. Thus uriited, they 
deftroy flocks and poultry, ravage gardens, and even 
attack children that are unprotected. When they can- 
not obtain living prey, they fubhft upon roots, fruits, 
and carrion. They will voracioufly take up the dead 
from their filent graves, and feed on the putrid flefh. 
They are conftant attendants upon caravans and armies, 
expecting that death will fupply them with a feaft. 

The tygers here are a kind of cats of the foreft : 
their heads refemble that of a cat; and they never pur- 
fue their prey fairly, but, on perceiving it at a diftance, 
lie down clofe in fome cover till the object approaches 
which they intend to feize, and then fpring upon it with 
all imaginary fury and eagernefs. 

In the channels of the Ganges are amphibious ani- 
mals called alligators, fome of which are twenty feet 
long, with their backs armed with impenetrable fcales, 
and are capable of fwallowing a man. They purfuc 
their prey as well upon land as in the water. Their 
bodies, however, being of fo great a length, they 
turn with great difficulty, and a man may eafily avdid 
them. 

India abounds with poultry, but the flefh of them is 
not fo good as the European. Here are likewife great 
numbers of vultures, and white headed kites, which 
the banyans hold in high eftimation, and pay them re- 
ligious honours. They have no great variety of finging 
birds in India but they have bats nearly as large as 
kites. 

The inhabitants here are annoyed by fwarms of 
troublefome infects and reptiles. The mofketos or 
gnats will feize upon a perfon on his firft landing on 
fhore, and, in one night's time, fwell a man's face and 
head fo much, that his friends fhall hardly know him. 
However, when an European lias been fome time in the 
country, he does not fufter by them fo much ; their 
ftings have not then an equal effect ; but they are at all 
times fo troublefome, that people keep flaves on pur- 
pofe to brufh them off, efpecially in the feafon of fleep 
and retirement. Bugs alfo are here in fwarms ; but 
thefe are avoided, indeed, by tarring the feet of the 
couch on which people repofe themielves, for they can- 
not crawl over the tar. There are houfc fcorpions, 
which are both troublefome and dangerous : they are 
about as thick and as long as a man's Tittle ringer, and 
fhaped almoft like a lizard : their ftings are not mortal, 
but caufe the mofl.excruciating pain, infomuch that the 
perfon flung is almoft deprived of his fenfes whilft the 
pain lafts. If the lead duft be left in the corner of a 
room near the ceiling, thefe creatures will get into it, 
and drop upon the couches that people fleep on. They 
carry their ftings open at the end of their tails curled 
upon their backs. Snakes will likewife get into the 
rooms or warehouses, and fuddenly dart at people. 
There arc various kinds of fnakes and ferpenuin India* 

and 
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and the cobre-capelle, or hooded {hake, is extremely 
beautiful, though his fting is dangerous. It will 
(bread its head as broad as one's hand, and at that time 
cfifcovers a kind of human face. The jugglers and 
merry-andrews of the country carry feveral of thefe 
reptiles in balkets, and, on finging to them, and play- 
'Jhg on fome inftrument, the ftiakes raife the upper parts 
cfthcir bodies, and keep time with the mime by the 
motion of their heads. Thefe reptiles arc firft drawn 
from their holes by means of a muftcal inftrument (bme- 
wbat like a flagelet > fo powerfully does mufic operate 
on them. This might appear fabulous, was it not au- 
thenticated by perfons of veracity and character. 

To the little green fnake, which will dart from tree 
to tree, where the trees (land thick, fome people have 
given the appellation of the flying terpen t. The centi- 
pede is no other than what the French call centred, and 
the Englifh wood-loufe. It is obvious that it receives its 
name from its great number of legs. Its fling or bite 
is as dangerous as that of the fcorpion. 

Frogs, toads, and rats, grow here to a confiderable 
fize. The rats are at leaft three times as big as Englifh 
rats, and very daring : they will fometimes fcarcely 
fuffer a perfon to pafs. There is, however, one fpecies 
of rat, called the mufk-rar, covered with a foft white 
down. It is naturally very inoffenfive, and obnoxious 
only on account of its fpoiling tea and wine by its infec- 
tious breath, which it effects by running over the boxes 
of the firft, and gnawing the corks from the bottles of 
the latter. 

In many parts arc fwarms of ants, which are particu- 
larly deftructive to cloaths, furniture, and even build- 
ings. 

The feas in India abound with fifh. Among thefe 
arc dolphins, bonetas, and albacores. The former has 
not the fainteft refemblance to the defcriptions of that 
fifh as given by our painters : it is as flrait a fifh as any 
that fwims, and has a bright golden colour, appearing 
through the ground-work of a beautiful azure that is 
mixed with it. The fifh, however, is no fboner out 
of its element, than its colours begin to fade. 

There are many forts of fhell-fifh on the coaft of 
India, particularly oyfters, which are little inferior to 
thofe caught on the coaft of England. 

SECTION III. 

Perfons, Dref, Manners, Cujloms, Marriages, Fune- 
rals, Cuftom of Women burning tbemfelves with their 
deceafed Hufbands, Defcription of the Polygars, 

THE natives of thefe climes differ in complexion 
according to fituation, but are, in general, of the 
middle ftature, and have good features. Thofe of the 
northern part are of a deep olive colour, and thofe in 
the fbuth black. Thofe who dwell on the mountains 
in the center of the peninfula are exceeedingly black. 
AH have black eyes, and long black hair. 

The drefs the men wear is a white veft, girt with a 
fafh. Some are of filk, fome of muflln, and fome of 
cotton. The Qeeves are very long ; and the upper 
part of the garment is contrived to fit fo as the wearer's 
Hi ape may dc fcen. Under this is another, fomewhat 
fliorter. Their legs are covered by their breeches. 
They wear flippers peaked like womens (hoes, into 
which they put tneir bare feet. Their hair is tied up 
in a roll, over which they wear a fmall turban. 
The drefs of the women is a piece of white callico tied 1 
about ther waifts, which reaches to their knees, and the 
reft is thrown acrofs their moulders, covering their 
breads, and part of their backs, Their hair, luce the 
mens, is tied up in a roll, and adorned with jewels, or 
toys in imitation of them. They have pendants in their 
cars and nofes, and feveral firings of beads round their 
necks. They wear braceleti on their rings and ancles, 
and rings on their fingers and toes. They put their 
bare feet into flippers as the men do ; though, indeed, 
in the fouthcrn parts, kmc of the women Wear no flip* 
pen or fhocs at all. 
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The drefs of the Moors, or Mahometans, is ye 
handfome and becoming. They have grand turh ^ 
of richmuflin, and their garments reach down to the"* 
feet. Their fafhes are embroidered in great talte th 
ends being decorated with gold and filver tiflue > 1° 
their fames they (lick their daggers : and the/ wea r 
embroidered flippers, which they take off, and l eav » 
at the foot of a fopha when on a vifit. c 
They are remarkably fond of fmoaking tobacco a n J 
ufe the calaan ; their method of doing which has bee 
already defcribed under the head of Perfiu, p. w fi" 
poor roll up a leaf of tobacco about four or five inches 
long, and lighting it at one end fmoak the other till 
it is about half exhauftxd, and then throw it away 

In manners the inhabitants of Hindoftan refemble the 
other natives of Southern Afia. They are effeminate 
luxurious, and by education taught to affect a crave 
deportment. This naturally initiates them early into 
the arts of diflimulation ; fo that they can carefs thofe 
whom they hate, and even behave with the utmoft 
affability and kindnefs to fuch as they intend to deprive 
of exiftence by the moft fanguinary means. Many of 
them may juftly fay, 

Why, I can fmile, and murder while I fmile, 
And cry content to that which grieves my heart; 
And wet my cheeks with artificial tear?, 
And frame my face to all occafions." 

Thus educated, they feldom fcold or wrangle, but 
often ftab each other invidioufly, and, without any 
public quarrel, gratify a private revenge. 

Their common method of falutation is by lifting one 
or both hands to the head, according to the quality of 
the perfon faluted ; but they never fa lute with the left 
hand fingly. The fahitation of a prince is bowing the 
body very low, putting the hand to the ground, then 
to the breaft, and afterwards raifing it to the head : this 
is repeated thrice : and fome fall on their faces before 
a prince. An elegant modern writer obferves, " That 
fometimes, to fhew greater awe and deference, they 
throw themfelves into a fit of trembling, as if they were 
fhaken by ah ague." But this laft piece of mummery 
is refer ved for great oecafiorts! In fhort, there is no 
pofVore' too bafe, no language tob humble, no fubmif- 
fion or flattery too grofs, : to be given to thofe they fear. 

On vifitis among friends, the matter of the houle 
never gets up to receive his vifkor, but requefls him to 
fit down by him on the carpet, (for their floors are 
fpread with rich carpets,) and betel and a rek a are then 
offered him to chew, which, as in the neighbouring 
countries, they have almoft continually in their mouth. 
They fit and chew together, 1 but talk very little. They 
play at cards fometimes, but never game fo high as 
the Chinefe ; nor are they out of temper when they lofe. 

At a public entertainment they fend for anumberof 
dancing girls, who entertain the company with a va- 
riety of dances, and perform plays by torch-light in the 
open air, which they execute with gre?.t judgement. 
They embellifh their necks with carcanets, their arms 
with bracelets, and their ancles with fmall gold or filver 
chains. In their nofes they wear jewels: ami ionic of 
diem form black circles round the whites of their eyes, 
which they think heightens their beauty. 

The manner of drinking amonp tlw Cientoos is re- 
markable. They religioufly avoid touching the velui 
which contains the liquor with their lips, and pour u 
into theirmouths, holding the veflcl at adilUnte. Their 
idea is that they would be polluted by Aagnaiu water. 
They will drink from a pump, or of any running ftrcam, 
but not out of a pool. . 

The Mahometans ride upon elephants, horlcs, and 
in palanquins. A palanquin is a kind of couch, covcrci 
with an arched canopy, and hath cufhions, qi"l f i . an . 
•pillows. It hangs upon bamboo, and the perfon m 't 
may either fit upright, or loll at his eafe. '1 arc 
commonly carried by four men, two before, and two 
behind, by means of poles, the ends of which they 
on their (boulder a. Thofe in which the ladies ride are 

covered with a filk netting of different colol, ^^ y 
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entirely prevents their being Teen by any perfon. This 
is done by order of iheir hufbands, who are naturally 

VC None butthc Mogul himfelf, the princes of the blood, 
and tfreat men, ride upon elephants, which are molt 
fapcrbly caparifoned : and here it mutt be obferved, 
that die animal appears always delighted with the finery 

of us trappings. 

The beft horfes ufed in India are brought from 
Pei fia and Arabia, and the Mahometans take great care 

^Their houfes are of two kinds, thofe built by the 
Moguls, and thofe by the original Indians. The houfes 
of the Moguls are all in the Peifian tafte. In ihort, 
they imitate the Perfians in moft things : like them, 
they arc fond of having elegant gardens, with pavilions, 
fountains, cafe ades, ore, 

M r >ft of the principal towns confiit of the habitations 
of the Genroos, which are, for the moft part, very 
mean. In front of thefe houfes are Iheds on pillars, 
under which the natives expofe their goods to file, and 
entertain their friends and acquaintance. There are 
no windows opening to the ftreets. Even the palaces 
of their princes Have no external elegance. The apart- 
ments in the houfes of the wealthy are ornamented chief- 
ly with looking- glafifes, which are purchafed of the Eu- 
ropeans ; and many of their ceilings are inlaid with 
mother-of-pearl and ivory. The private rooms are al- 
ways in the back part of the houfes, for the better iecu- 
rityof the women, fo meanly jealous are the men. 

All the great men have their feraglios or harams 
well fupplied with handfomc women ; and fo jealous are 
they, that they confine them very dole, and' follow the 
ufual Afiatic method of committing them to the guard 
of eunuchs. Thus are frequently facrifked numbeis of 
beautiful young creatures to the caprice and jealoufy of 
one man. 

The Mahometans have public hummums for bathing, 
cupping, champing, &c. Champing is chafing ami 
rubbing the limbs of a perfon, and caufing the joints 
of the wrifts and fingers to crack, in order to procure 
abriflc circulation of the blood. 

The Indians marry at an eariy period ; and fome of 
the higher ranks of the Gentoos have the privilege of 
taking feveral wives. The little bride and bridem oom 
are earned through theftreeis, drefled in the moil ele- 
gant tafte, for feveral fuccefiive nights, the houfes being 
at the /lime time illuminated. They are preceded by 
their relations and friends, with mufic playing, and 
streamers flying. They all proceed to the houle of the 
>nues father, and the little couple being feated oppo- 
se to each other, and fcparated by a table, they reach 
out and join their hands acrofs the table, when the prieft 
puts a fort of hood upon the head of each, and fuppli- 

eating heaven to profper them, gives them the nuptial 
Benediction. 1 

The women begin to bear children at the age of 
T '7 lv r» l n l treat their hufbands with the mod 
>found refped, ..faction, and tendernefs. They are 
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biiity of afTigning the real heir, the oilates of the huf- 
band devolve to the children of "their fillers, or others 
near in blood. 

In Hindoftan the expence of cloaths is trifling, as is 
that of food, firing, and lodging ; but this, muft be 
underflood ps refpecting tlie natives only. The Hindoos 
are not addicted to any expenfive views, their pafflons 
and defires being gentle and moderate. They are fru- 
gal and induftrious, and as eager to amafs riches as any 
of the natives of Europe. Yet they admire fplendour 
and magnificence, and particularly in what relates to 
their women, info much, that upon the occafion of 
marriages, they pour forth the collected treafures of 
many induftrious years. 

Some tribes bury the bodies of the decafed, and 
others burn them on piles i but the latter is the molt 
cuftomary. Before they burn their dead, they carry 
them on a bier to a fmall diftance from the town or vil- 
lage where they died, drefled in their ufual wearing ap- 
parel. A pile is erected on the deftined fpot, and the 
corpfe placed upon its and as foon as the Bramin, or 
prieft, has done praying, one of the coiners of the pile 
is fet fire to. When the body is con fumed, its relics, 
or allies, are gathered, and thrown into the fea by the 
Bramin; for the funeral pile is always erected near the 
fea, or fome large piece of water. Some perfons, on 
the approach of their diflblution, requeft that their afhes 
may be put into an urn, and carried to the Ganges. 
The perfon who fets fire to the pile is always the ncareft 
relation, who walks bare-headid, in a coarfe tatter- 
ed garment, (their common mourning,) round it three 
times before he places the fire-ftickj and -when the whole 
is in a blaze, he appears diftracted with the moft ago* 
nizing grief. 

Fidelity to their hufbands is the moft diftinguilhing 
and fupreme characteriftic of the Indian married ladies. 
Some of the wives of thc Bramins have even burnt 
thcmfelves in confequence of the deaths of their huf- 
bands : though, perhaps, it may be laid, that the in- 
junction of the laws, more than fentiments of affection, 
occasioned fuch facriftcc. This cultom is faid to have 
originated from the practice of burning Gentoo wives 
for poifoning their hufbands i but this, perhaps, may 

not be the cafe, as the law recommends a voluntary 
facrifice. 

As it hns been aflerted by fome writers, thatjhe ciif- 
torn of the Gentoo women burning themfelves with 
their deceafed hufbands is now difufed in India, we 
infert the following account communicated by Jofeph 
Cator, Efq. who refided at Calcutta in the year I77Q. 
to Thomas Pearfon, Efq. of London. 

" Being informed that the wife of a Bramin of ftipe- 
rior caft, a man of integrity, and much refpected 
among the Europeans, wasVefolved to be burnt with her 
deceafed hufband, I accordingly went to the deftined 
fpot, where the corpfe of the" Bramin lay naked on a 
pile of fandal wood and dry ftraw, about four feet from 
the ground. His wife was feen pray in/' near the pile, 
where her children, two boys and a girl, (one of thc 
boys feven vears, the other rive, and the girl thirteen 
months old,) and her hufband's eldeft brother, were 
prefent with her. At fight of her children, the tics of 
nature (h uggling with her rcfolution, diew a tear from 
her j but /be foon recovered hcifelf, and told her chil- 
dren that their father was dead, and flic was going to 
die with him; that they muft look up to their uncle, 
who would be both father and mother to them, and 
therefore demanded the obedience once due to them. 
This done, flic committed them to the careof thc undej 
left them, ami advanced towards the funeral pile, which 
was furrrounded by a v;ift concourfc of people, chiefly 
Bramins, about eight or ten feet from it, fo that there 
was a bee pall age round thc pile. 

" When flic appeared in the circle (be fecmed con- 
fufed, but whether from thc fight of her hufband laying 
dead on the pile, the crowd aflembled, or feeing Eu- 
ropeans among them, could not be afcertained. How- 

ever, flic foon rccovcicd hcrfclf, She then walked 
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gently unattended round the pile in fil* nee, ftrevsing 
Mowers as flie went round; and when the had neatly 
completed the third time, /he got up at her hufband's 
feet upon the pile without afTiftance, itrcwed fiowe i s 
over it, and then laid herfclf down at the left fide of her 
hufband, railing his head, and putting her light arm 
under his neck, then turning her body to his, threw 
her left arm over him, when one of the Bramini i ailed 
his right leg, and put it over lur legs, without a fyila- 
ble being uttered. Being thus clofeiy embraced, a blue 
fliawl was laid over them, and they were not feen after- 
wards by anybody. Some dry itraw was laid over the 
fhaw), and then fomc light billets of iandal v. ood was 
put upon the ftraw; but altogether noc liifticicnt to 
prevent her railing herfelf up, throwing all oiF, anil ex- 
tricating her felt" from the pile, if flie had repented, or, 
from feeling the heat of the fire, had been inclined 
to fave her life. The dry Itraw, which com poled a 
part of the pile, was then lighted. During the whole 
time, from the moment ihe made her appearance in 
the circle, to the lighting of the pile, there was a pro- 
found filencc : but on the pile being lighted, the Bra- 
fnins called out aloud, fome dancing and brandilhing 
cudgels or flicks, perhaps to prevent the cries being 
heard by the multitude, lb as to give them a bad itn- 
preflion of it, or deter other women from following 
what the Hindoos term a laudable example. 

" I was lb near the pile, that, notwithstanding the 
noife made by the Bramins, and thofe that danced 
round it, I could have heard any cries or lamentations 
fhe might have made $ fo that I am convinced flie made 
none, and that the fmoke muft have fuHbcatcd her in 
aveiy fhort fpace of time. I ftaid about t( n minutes 
after the pile was lighted \ for fuch a fight was too 
dreadful to remain long at: befldes, nothing mure was 
to be feen except the flames, which Mr. Shakelpea: e 
and I had a perfedt view of at a diltance, as we returned 
from the funeral pile. 

" M*his Bjamin's wife was a tall, well made, good 
looking woman, fairer than the generality of Hindoo 
women are, about twenty or, perhaps, twenty-two 
years of age, at moft. She was decently drefled in a 
white cloth round her waift, and an ooin -y of white 
cloth, with a red filk border, thrown looiMy over her 
head and fhouldejSi but her face, arms, and feet, were 

bare. 

" I have heard, and, indeed, fuppofed, that women 
in fuch a Puliation intoxicate themfelves ; bur, from the 
relation given me of what parted between the Biamin's 
wife, her children, and brother-in-law, as well as what 
Mr. Shakelpeare and I law at the funesal pile, I am per- 
iintdrd fhe was as fiee from intoxication during the 
whole ceremony, as it is pofliblc to be; for flie appear- 
ed to be peJieitly compofed, not in the lead fiunied, 
excej)t at In It for an inllant of time, as before ohfei ved ■> 
but went through it deliberately, \sith an attonifhing 
foiti tudc and relolution. 

« This barbarous cuflom, fo fhocking to Pairo- 
jicans, if I initlakc not, was praclifcd by our ancefhrs 
in Britain, in the time of the Diuids; but whethei our 
count! y women in thofe days were tieated with the lame 
contempt, after the death of their hufbands, as the 
I lindoo women are, I know not \ for, by the religion 
of the Hindoos, they never c an man y again, or have 
any commerce with another man, without prejudice 10 
their calls, which, to them, is as dear as life itfclf ; 
hut generally are reduced to perform the moll menial 
offices iii die family of which they were before the 
mill i els. 

" This reflection, together with the gieat credit 
they gain amongfl the Hramins, in undergoing fo pain- 
ful a ceremony, may be very tliong inducements to 
their continuing this practice. 

" I have now given a full anil circumflantial rela- 
tion of the whole matter refpefting the wife of this 
tiramin facriluing hcifclfon the funeial pile of her huf- 
band. Such patts oi' it as were told me of what was 

dune out of my fight, I have no rcafon to doubt j and 



what I have written may be depcn.'H on as j: te .. 
u uc. Hut I on ut red to obieive, that though the^H 
mins flied tears vs hen praying by their brother rfn. , * 'f~ 
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previous to his death, there did not app-; 
concern in any of them during the ceremony (i r the f 
nrral pile, not even in his cldeit brother, or ji.v „V i° ~ 
dependents. 

When this nftonifhing inftanceof attachment ro huf 
bands is confidered, it cannot be eafily reconeileahk \< 
Kuropcan ideas, that a people, boafting of ibm? r/ 
finement, fliould, in the mod public mannei, be rnni 
ty of every fpecies of indelicacy to their females. Minv 
nations have the cultom of immuring their women, but 
the Hindoos fcem Angular in the groflhefs of their or. 
dinances relative to them. 

It is unaccountably ftrange, that, notwithftandinfr 
all this feverity of difpofition, and their contemptuous 
atment of the I lindoo women, the men are very 
conflant to their wives, the women are remarkably chaftc 
and adultery is a crime feldom to be heard of among 
th—»- 
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As to their food, both Mahometans and Gentooscat 
rice ftewed till it is quite dry : this they eat as we do 
bread. A favourite difh with them is what they call pi - 
lau ; it is a fowl boiled with rice, and feafoncd with 
turmeric. Another difli is the curry, which is a fort 
of fricafTec of animal food or vegetables: and another 
is the kitcharee, which is rice {tewed with a fort of pulfe, 
and is eaten commonly with pickles of different kinds. 
They never ufe any knives, forks, or fpoon% but tat 
with their ringers only. They always wafli their hands 
both before and after meals, and ufe only the right hand 
in eating. Water is their common liquor: uVy ally 
diink the milk of the cocoa- nur. As to beer, ale, 
or wine, there is not a drop of either of thefe liquois 
. .. ide in India ; they buy all of the Kuropeans. Tray 
have fpirits of feveral forts, which they call arrack, 
fome of which is diftilled from fugar, and fome froai 
rice : the latter is drank chiefly by the common |>roj>k 
Thefe Indians are in general very fober, and fume of 
them abflain from all animal food. The Brarnins, in 
particular, never eat any thing that has had animal life : 
cuiries of vegetables are their common diet, the chief 
ingredients of which are turmeric, Ibices, and the cocoa 
nut pulp. 

It is generally known, that the practice of inocula- 
ting for the fmall-pox is common in all AfutK conn- 
tries. It may not, therefore, be improper toobfervr, 
from the declaration of a late ingenious traveller, that 
thei e is an art in Hindoftan, not yet known in Europe, 
by which the women effectually prevent any traces ol 
the fmall-pox on the faces of their little ones. 1 Ins 
prefervative is compofed of a 1alve made ol certain In- 
dian herbs, and a certain kind of oil, which tlvy api>lv 
as Ibon as the pock begins to blacken. It is prtliimui 
that the nature of this preparation would be « .vmii'nii- 
eated on enquiry; and it mult be allowed, besOiUi 
doubt, a matter worthy of notice. 

The fame perfon mentions another operation of t f 
chirurgicai kind, as attended with the happult e Jul* 
In cafes of bruifes in anv part of fhe body h\ M«. •> 
blow, oi otherwife, thole who are nearefl the pamm 



pivfently ft rip off the greater part of his cloadr, , « • 
with the palms of their hands, gently rub the aH.an » 
part, and proceeding bom that fpor, rub ovei» v 
greater force, the whole body. This good oihu" i. 
generally performed by the women, who aic, in at . 
the furgeons and phyflcians of the country, -'^ j 
handle their patients with the utmoll eale anuunu 

f,< There are people in Indoftan, inhabitants of al.n*^ 
impenetrable woods, who are under the ablolute uir ^ 
tion of their own chieftains, and in times oi |W ^ ' ' 
profemonal robbers, but in times of war the tfoai ^ 
of their country. The general name of thele pe< ' 
Piivtrar. Their original inftitution. (for the) uv 
dali«a clans) is not very well underitood. 
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The poIUms or woods, rrom wn.u» » umv u ut* 
nrrf Polvear, lying in profufion through all the iouth- 
narts of Hindortan, the ravages committed in the 
countries by thole adventurous clans are both 
Sent and definitive. Cattle and grain are the con- 
fent booty of the Polygars. They not unfrequently 
" " travellers of their property, and fometnnes 

1 «>F«i-ti /\T>r\^fi rmn • vet thefc very 



irder if they meet with oppofition: yet 
Polvcrars are the hands into which the aged and infirm, 
the wives, children, and treafure of both Hindoos and 
others are entruftcd, when the circumjacent country 
unfortunately happens to be the feat of war. The pro- 
tection they afford is paid tor.-, but the price is mcon- 
fiderable, when the helplefs lituation of thofe that fly 
to them, and efpecially when their own peculiar cha- 
racter is properly attended to. The government of 
Iniloftanis under a necefllty of tolerating this honour- 
able banditti. Many of them are fo formidable as to 
be able to bring 15 and 20,000 men into the field. 

The Hindoo code of laws, in fpeaking of robberies, 
hath this remarkable claufe. " The mode of fharcs 
amon^ft robbers fiiall be this : If any thief or thieves, 
by the* command of the magiftrate, and with his af- 
fiftance, have committed depredations upon, and 
brought away booty from another province, the ma- 
rjlh-ate fhall receive a fhare of one fixth part of the 
whole. If they received no command or afiiftance 
fiom the magiftrate, they fiiall give him in that cafe 
one tenth part for his fhare, and of the remainder their 
thief fh.fcll receive four (hares : whoibever among them 
is perfect matter of his occupation fhall receive three 
(hares i wnichever of them is remarkably ih ong and 
flout (hall receive two (hares, and the reft mail receive 
each one fhare." 

Here then we fee not only a function, but even an 
inducement to fraudulent practices ; another fingular 
inconiiftency among a people who in many periods of 
their hlftory have been proverbial for innocency of 
manners and uncommon honefty in their conduct to- 
wards travellers and ftrangers. 

The natural indolence to which the people of this 
country are accuftomed may, in fome degree, be ac- 
counted for, from the exceflive heat of the climate, 
which prevents them either from purl mm; bufinefs or 
amufement the chief part of the day. The only times 
they can follow thefe are, the early part of the morn- 
ing, and the latter part of the evening, fo that they are 
obliged to rife early, and fit up late. A 11 ranks of peo- 
ple, even the moll menial fervants, retire to reft after 
cmncr; and from that time till near f.m-fet, every 
thing is as Client a* at midnight; after which theydrefs 
ftations CfCatC thcmfclvCS accor d»ig *<> their respective 

The genius of thefe people being r;U her imitative 
an inventive, they have naturally lefs curiofity than 
he I^pi, and do not, therefore, fo often vary 
then farhion.. Prom their temper and tenets, as well 
as from ieveral hints in ancient hhtorians, it appears 
more than probable, that the fame kind of garments 

• m Z ™£* n IWn « * cir P' ^'nitors fome thouflind 
M^aw,, actually prevail among the Hindoo tribes at 

SUCTION IV. 

Ancient and prefent State of Science* Languages, fa 

India. 

T"!ium,v"?* S '""I hllW b< ™ cultivarcd in ^ 

ri.t- nuivr k V aVl,1, ' d lllt " l»Jwrori,,ilruc- 
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f"n.Rh .hey have but licclc 
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'* Ocntoos. or original Indians, begin their 



year on the firit day of March, and the Mahometans on 
the tenth, and their year is cornpofed of thirteen moons. 
The day they divide into four parts, and the night into 
four, which they again (ubdivide into eight, and mea- 
fure them by water dropping from one vefTel into an- 
other. In fome of the principal towns there Is a large 
veflel fixed, which a perfon conftantly attends. 

The Bramins are adepts in arithmetic, at leaft in the 
practical part; in their childhood they are inftructed to 
call up Turns by their fingers only. They have tables 
for calculating the approach of an eclipfe, but are no 
theorifts in their calculations. 

Their grand and favourite fcience is aftrology, and 
the Indian Bramins are the almanack-makeis, who 
mark down what they prophecy will be lucky or un- 
lucky days; and fo infatuated are the Gentoos, that 
their merchants will tranfact no kind of bufinefs on the 
days predicted to be unlucky. 

They have very little fkM in phyfic and anatomy. 
I he Bramins ufe charms for theexpulfion of diforders : 
they, however, at the fame time apply fimples, and 
with good fuccefs : they allow no liquor but water, 
mixed with cafila, lignum, or cinnamon. 

The Indians are fubject to the bloody flux, which 
they cure by the prefcription of flewed rice. 

The languages and dialects fpoken in India are va- 
rious. The language fpoken at court is the Perfian; 
what is deemed the learned language is the Arabian ; 
but none is lo generally underftood as the Perfian 
though much corrupted. The Hindoo, incorporated 
with a great many Perfian and Arabic words, is fpoken 
throughout Indoftan and other parts of India, though 
the accent and dialect differ in the feveral places where 

it is fpoken; the pureft is fpoken in the province of 
Agra. 

Here was invented the game of chefs: we owe to 
them tlie ufe of cyphers, which, though imported 
among us by the Arabians, came originally from India. 
1 he ancient Indian medals, in fuch efteem among the 
Cninele prove that the arts were cultivated in India, 
even befor* they were known in China. 

SECTION V. 

Religion of India in general* and the different Sectaries 

particular. 

npHE mythology of the Indians is very irregular 
I The religious and philuibphic books of the Hin- 
doos are called Bedas. They are written in Shanfcrita, 
a language known only to the Bramins, who confine 
thole writings entirely to their own tribe. 

The Hindoos inflexibly adhere to the Mofi.ic injunc- 
tions; « 1 hou (halt not muzzle the ox when he tread- 
ed, over the corn." They muzzle not the ox, but ice 
him quierly tread out the grain as the Ifi aelitts ufed to 

do of old. 

There is reafon to believe, that the Indians were al- 
moir as civilized when Brama inftiruted his laws, as 
they are at this time. It is from him the Indians de- 
ii vi! their religious veneration for the two great rivers 
(.anges and Indus; it was he who confecrated the cow! 
whole milk is fo wholefome and agreeable in hot coun- 
tries; and to him is attributed the divifion of the peo- 
ple into tribes; which infticution is antecedent to all 
traditions and known records, and may be confidered 
as the rnoa finking teftimony of the antiquity of the In- 
duns. Throughout all Hindoflan, the laws of co- 
ver nmenr, cufloms, and manners, form a part of re- 
ligion, and are all derived from Brama, who was the 
author of the ftcred books. He prefcribed different 
forts of food for the respective tribes: the military, 
and fome other ranks, were allowed to eat venifon 
and mutton ; hfh was allowed to fome hufbandmen and 
mechanics; and others lived upon vegetables and milk. 

Although we are not fo well acquainted with the cart 
of Bramins, us might be expected from the enlarged 

knowledge, commerce, and curiofity "of the prcfrnt 

time*. 
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times, wc know enough of them to conclude with cer- 
tainty, that they have degmerared from the purity of 
their anccftors. In the prefent times it is afierted, that 
F.uropean ufurpers fometimes make ufe even of the 
Bramins as tools of oppreflion and inftrumcnts of plun- 
der. But whatever their lives be, their doctrines \ipon 
the whole are true and excellent; for among feveral 
errors, they maintain thofe truths which form the har- 
mony of the world, viz. " That God is delighted with 
charity ai d good works, more than by any other facri- 
flces." In general, their religious tenets are very con- 
fident with the ideas which are entertained of the divi- 
nity in Europe. Many fuperftitious practices have been 
introduced among the generality of the people, and 
the ufe of images is common, though feemingly (ac- 
cording to a candid obferver) not as objects of adora- 
tion, but lively re pre fen tatior.s of thofe attributes which 
they believe the Almighty Being only to pofTefs. 

The Bramins are very lbber and temperate, and, up- 
on the whole, exemplary in their conduct- They di- 
vide pad time into four diftincl: ages, and pretend to 
trace the exiftence of time through a vaft fuccefTion of 
years. The four facred books, or bedas, contain an 
hundred tlioufand poetic ftanzas, each confuting of four 
lines; the fir ft treats of alhology, natural philofophy, 
aftronomy, and the creation of matter; the fecond treats 
of religious and moral duties, and has facred fongs or 
hymns in honour of the Divinity; the third has far its 
fubjefr, all religious rites and ceremonies, as falls, fes- 
tivals, penances, purifications, &£C and the fourth com- 
prehends the whole fcience of theology and metaphys- 
eal philofophy. However, fince the rife of the Maho- 
metan religion, the Bramins have laid afide the fourth 
book, or beda ; as the herefy of Mahomet, according 
to them, hath been founded upon that book. 

It niav be ncceffary toobfervc, that the term Gentoo 
diflinguifhes the Hindoos from the Mahometans or 
Muff'tlm n, commonly, though improperly, denomi- 
nated Moors. The word has its derivation from Gen- 
tio, in Portugucfe, fignifying Gentile. 

The Hindoos are divided into four tribes, the moft 
confidcrable of which are the Bramins; of thefe there 
are feveral orders: thofe who mix in fociety are, for 
the moft parr, very corrupt in their morals ; they fay 
that the water of the Ganges will wafh away all their 
crimes ; and, as they are not fubjcfi to any civil jurif- 
diution, they live without either virtue or reftraint ; 
except, indeed, that they have the great character of 
compaffion anil charity ; principles eminently diftin- 
guifhable in the mild climate of India. 

An Hindoo, being bammed and dilgraccd, is forced 
to join the Hallachoies, who are a tribe, or rattier the 
refufeof all tribes; for they perforin the vileft offices 
in life, and are held in fuch general abomination, that 
on the Malabar fide of India, if one of tlrnn happens 
to touch a pvrfon of a fuperior tribe, he receives a 
dagger in his body, and the laws countenance the 
deed. 

The Hindoos, or Gentoos, are confiderably more 
numerous than the Mahometans. Avaiice is their 
chief paffion; a paflion which prevails, for the moft 
part, in perfons of weak bodies and little minds. 

The lateft writer ujM>n this fubject, which we have 
feen, thus defcribes their clura&i r : 

" To fum up their general chat after in few words; 
they are gentle, patient, tempeiate, regular in their 
lives, charitable, and Uriel: obfervers of their religious 
ceremonies. They «rc fuperftitious, effeminate, ;wa- 
ritious, and crafty j deceitful ami difhoneff in theii deal- 
ings, void of every principle of honour, generofny or 
gratitude. Gain is their predominant principle; and, as 
a part of their gains, bellowed in gifts to their piiifts, 
or charities 10 the poor, will proem e tju ir pardon, 
they can cheat without fearing the angn of their 
Gods/' 

The divifion of the Gentoos inrotiibes or claftes, 
difcovers a fli ikini* peculiarity in their government and 
religion. The tribes are headed by a chief, who ii in 



fome degree refponfible for the conduct of thofe » , 
him; and individuals, on proper occafions ar r 
times fummoned to aiTemble together, in c^foTn^ 
the requifitions of government. uw mityto 

SECTION VI. 

Government, Climate, Conftitution, Civil, Military m 

o f India. ™ L/C - 



OTH the lives and fortunes of the 
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iubjeft opprefled has no law to orotic* him lY 
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wholly at the difpofal of the Great Mogul i cfJiJ 

i tl 

man fcarce dares to think; his foul is lb much debXl 
that ,ts faculties are deftroyed ; defpottim debafesand 
{titles every kind of lentiment. The fubjeft is not maf 
ter of his own life; he is not matter of his own under 
(landing: he is debarred from all ftudies that are fa 
viceable to human kind, and is only allowed f uc h as 
are calculated toenflave him. He is not mallei 0 f his 
own field; the lands, and their produce, belong to the 
fovereign; and the peafant muff: be contented, if he can 
earn juft enough to keep himfelf and his family with a 
common degree of decency. He is not matter of his 
own induflry ; every artift, who has been lb unhappy 
as to betray his talents, lives in dread of being fated to 
ferve the monarch, or fome powerful courtier,°who hath 
purchafed a right to ufe and employ him as he thinks 
proper. He is not mafter of his own money; he is 
forced to conceal it in the earth, by way of fecuring it 
from the tyrannic hand of power. The will of^he 
Mogul is the only law of his fubjeftsj it decides all law- 
ful ts, without any pcrlbn's daring to call it inqueftion, 
on pain of being deprived of life. At his command 
alone, the greateft per ion ages are put to death, and 
their pofieffions taken from their families. No doubt 
thisabfolnte and tyrannical authority, with which the 
Indian is every where opprefled, muft fubdue his fpirit, 
and render him incapable of thofe efforts which coinage 
requires. 

The ciimatc of this country is another obftadeto any 
liberal exertion : the indolence it infpires is an invinci- 
ble impediment to great revolutions and vigorous op- 
pofitions, fo common in northern regions. The foul 
and body equally enervated, have only the virtues and 
vices of flavery. Since, then, the climate hath fo powerful 
an effect over both mind and body, its influence mult 
bear a mutual analogy to the different heights of the 
foil on which a man breathes, independent of other lo- 
cal caufes, which mull make fome exceptions to the 
general rule. 

The emperor of Hindoflan fometimes appears at a 
window at fun rife, when all the great men of his court 
are obliged to attend in his apartments to do him homage. 
At fun-fet he alio appears at a window, and receives 
the acclamations of the people. '1 he principal officers 
of his empire are the prime vizir, the fi i ff fecretary of 
Mate, the treafurer, the chief of ihe eunuchs, the gene- 
ral of the elephants, and the mafter of the wardrobe. 

No perfons mull prefume to enter the imperial pa- 
lace except the rajas and great officers, and they muff pay 
a moft profound "reverence to the emperor, and prol- 
trate themfelves when they depart from him. 

No pomp, magnificence, or luxury, is comparable 
to theoffentatious brilliancy of the Great Mogul when 
he appears in public. 1 ie fits upon a throne of goal, 
glittering with precious Clone*. The throne and mo- 
narch are both upon the back of an elephant, ulu«.u 
elevation gives the emperor fuch an air of f'/andenr, * 
muff furpafs the conception of any European who m 

not feen him. , e n 

As the elephant moves ffowly on, the peo|* ; ^ 

Croft rate before their great and mighty prmn;. 1 , > 
Vdazsling the eyes of his flaves, and inljnrmg 
withteiror, he fuppoits his defpotic authority. 

On the ihicld of this fplendid defpot are pi. 
morula and rubies, on his head is a gv dy tuiiMr, 
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his neck a rich chain of pearls. Befides a fword, he 
h „ „f arrows ; and on the right and left fide of 
S'lE^S--' He Lds . faff in his 
ft adorned with drilled diamonds. He has rich 
'bracelets on his wrifts, as well as above his elbows , 

^^^^^ His troops he is 

Jnded by about 100 elephants, richly capanfoned, 
1 ' or 12,000 men. In the center, either on an 
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elephant, or aTne Perfian horfe, he rides hi mfelf. 
When he goes into the country, he is feated in a covered 
chariot, drawn by oxen. m . 

The emperor has under him four principal fecreta- 

riC The^fons of the emperor are lliled fultans, and his 
daughters fultanas : the nabobs are viceroys or gover- 
nors* of provinces : the next in rank have the title of 
khan, or cawn : the great officers in the army are ftiled 
omraltt ; and the chief, or general, is called mirza. 
The Subah of the Decan hath the fuperintendance of 
all the Mogul governors within his jurifdidtion, and 
hofe fupreme viceroyalty is made up of feveral pro- 
vinces, which were formerly fo many independent 
Hates. The women in the emperor's feraglio are up- 
wards of 1000. He allows himfelf feveral wives, and 
generally marries fome of his own fubjects. The firft 
fon of either wife is heir to the emperor, though the 
crown is ufually enjoyed by him whofe fword can do 
the moft execution. 

At the age of about twelve or fourteen years the ful- 
tans are married, and fent to different governments, 
tlie heir tc the throne excepted, who (lays at home. 
The fultanas, who are restrained from marrying, are 
educated very liberally j and, in confequence of that 
reflxiction, great indulgencies are often given to thofe 
princefles. The governefles of thefe ladies have fre- 
quently no inconfiderable (hare in the government ; for 
great offices are often difpofed of through the fole in- 
fluence of thefe women, each of whom, indeed, has a 
title anfwerable to fome confequential department, and 
correfponding with the minifter whofe title fhe bears. 
The emperor, in retirement, is attended and ferved 
entirely by women. 

With refped to the laws of Hindoftan, the emperor 
himfelf decides in all capital cafes, as do his viceroys in 
their different governments. There are no written 
laws, particular punifhments being inflicted for parti- 
cular offences. Murder and robbery are punifhed with 
death : but the mode of executing it is folely in the will 
of the Mogul or his viceroy. Some offenders are be- 
headed, fome hanged, fome impaled upon (harp-point- 
ed flakes, and others, trampled to death by elephants. 

The poor criminal who is doomed to fuffer exceffive 
torture, has the bones of his legs and arms broken by 
the elephant, who kicks him in thofe parts with his 
heavy foot, and then leaves the victim to expire 
There have been inftances of delinquents being torn to 
pieces by dogs in the empire of Hindoftan. 
f A court ofjuftice is held at dated times for determin- 
ing difputes relative to property, and other controver- 
fies among the people. It is called the durbar, and is 
a large building, open on one flde for the admilTion of 
Jpeftators. Hither the injured perfon repairs, and ad- 
wemng himfelf to the court, calls out with an audible 

V ur CC , r ulUce a S*inft the offender. As foon as he is 
obiervcd by the judge, he proceeds to the upper- end 
™ the court, and relates his grievances with all the hu- 
mility he is matter of, as the favour of the judge is his 
only dependence for redrefs. This degree of flattery, 
nowever, will not operate without it is attended with 
Funjary compliments , and that party which outvies 

ovrr K Kr T *? P articular > » fare to obtain a conqueft 
DlaLn . ad 7 r6 7 ■ fo that the grievance of the com- 

b 7 adva " c i"g one part of his 
Property m expiation of obtaining the other. 

for t^W C J lkc . wifc ^ every town and village 

S^i^ 1 ?^ 1 !^ of Ufticc ' thc P rinci P al 'P crf ™ 
«ing as judge, and determining all dilutes within his 
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diftricl:. The determination, however, is generally 
formed in favour of him who diiplays the greateft de-- 

gree of liberality. 

Law-fuits are here very quickly adjufted, as the. 
whole power of deciding is folely vefted in the judge, 
whofe principle is avarice, and whofe foul is a ftranger 
to tender or equitable fentiments; 

When the Great Mogul himfelf holds a divan or 
public court, he is feated on the mulhud, which is a 
kind of ftage elevated to the height of about two feet, 
covered with a fuperb cloth, embroidered and fringed 
with gold. In the center of the mufnud is placed an 
oblong plate of gilded filver, turned up at the edges, 
and refernbling a tea-board, upon which the Conqueror 
of the World (for fo the Mogul ftiles himfelf) fits crofs- 
legged. His officers furround him, his courtiers adu- 
late him, and the unfortunate petition him. As there is 
fomething fmgular in the ceremonial of the latter, in 
may be entertaining to particularize it. The petitioner 
is obliged to leave his flippers on the outfide of the door, 
and to advance barefooted in token of humility : he 
then makes three faalams, or falutes, to exprefs his 
profound veneration, bows his forehead to the ground, 
and prefents his petition, together with a purfe of gold, 
as the one would be ufelefs without the other j for the 
firft only contains a detail of grievances, but the latteiv 
is filled with that perfuafive eloquence which alono 
can induce the monarch to redrefs them. The peti- 
tioner, on prefenting the paper and purfe, ufually fays, 
" Read this my petition: the day will come when all 
petitions fhall be read." If the Mogul does not choofe 
to receive the petition, he frowns, and aims away his- 
head ; but if the petitioner finds favour in his fight, 
that is, if the bribe is fufficiently large, and the minif- 
ters have been previoully well fee'd, he fmiles, and 
gives a gracious nod of approbation. The Mogul does 
not, however, always redrefs the grievance when he 
receives the -memorial and its golden attendant, but is- 
frequently fo charmed with the rhetoric of the latter, 
that he puts the object of oppreflion to thc trouble and 
expence of repeating the former. Such is the determi- 
nation of juftice in India! 

The civil institutions of the Hindoos refpecting the 
divifion and fecurity of property, and the internal police 
of the country, were originally founded on principles 
of the foundeft political wifdom, and were well calcu- 
lated to promote thc happineis of the people ; but the 
different innovations of defpotifm have marred the har- 
mony of the ancient constitution, and rendered property 
and perfonal liberty more precarious, lefs defined, and 
more expofed to chicanery and mifconftruction. 

Every year .two grand and folemn feflivuls are cele- 
brated in honour of the Mogul. The firft, which 
commences with the new year, continues about twenty 
days. Before the royal palace is built a fplcndid theatre, 
which the emperor afcends, and feating himfelf on a 
cufliion decorated with pearls and gold, receives the 
prefents brought to him from his people. The other 
teftival is heldon his birth-day, when he clrefles him- 
felf in his moft gaudy apparel, and enters a magnifi- 
cent pavillion, attended by his courtiers, where are 
two large fcales, the chains of which arc of mufly gold, 
adorned with jewels. In one of thefe fcales the empe- 
ror places himfelf, in order to balance or preponderate 
the other, which is filled with rubies, emeralds, pearls, 
gold, filver, fine fluffs, cinnamon, cloves, herbs, &c. 
and an exact account is taken of the difference of his 
weight from the laft year : if he weighs more the prc- 
fcni year than the laft, thc people fliout and rejoice * if 
lefs, they manifeft every exprefliori of concern. 

The lokliers make up the fmalleft part of the Indian 
camps, which are pitched in one form, and are nearly 
round. Every trooper is attended by his wife, his 
children, and two fervants. The generals and officers 
train is proportioned to their ambition and vanity. The 
fovcreign himfelf, . more intent upon parade and img- 
nificence than, the emergencies of war, has an un- 
bounded train of wives, courtiers, elephants, &c, 
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In general, the troops of the Mogul are furnifhed by 
the rajahs. He has feveral regiments called houic- 
hold troops, which are his body guards. There are 
alfo the guards of" die golden mace, the filver mace, and 
the iron mace : theie carry maces, and are all cholcn 
men, who have diitinguiihed themfelves by their va- 
lour. But the molt refpcclable and honourable body 
among the emperor's forces is a regiment of 4000 
men, called the emperor's flaves j thefe are the princi- 
pal of the houlehold troops, or body guards j and their 
daroga, or commander, is a perfon of very great au- 
thority. 

The arms of the cavalry are a fabre, a dagger, a 
bow and quiver of arrows, a lance, a kind of cm bine, 
and a lhield. Thole pf the infantry are a fword and 
dagger, a bow and arrows, a lhield, and either a fpike 
or mufket. They have alfo fmall guns, which they 
Pre from the backs of elephants. Added to all thefe 
they have an heavy artillery j though it muft be con- 
fefled they are obliged to have European gunneis to 
manage it. 

The whole country is in agitation to provide for the 
often tati on and pomp of a camp, and orders are itfued 
for the bringing in provifions from every quarter to 
fuppiy it. There is always great confufion in its ope- 
rations; and* a famine, with contagious diftempers, fre- 
quently attend it. There are, befides, confiderable 
lofles fuftained in men, beads, and implements of war, 
in crolTing difficult roads, and particularly in patting 
over rivers; for, in the rainy feafon, the rivers be- 
come fo rapid, that the landing-places are often a mile 
below the places of embarkation. 

Notwithstanding they affect a ftrong paflion for mi-* 
litary glory, the nitives of Hindoilan engage in war as 
feldom as poffible. Thofe who have had the good for- 
tune to obtain fome marks of diftinction in battle, are 
excufed from ferving for fome time, and there are few 
who do not avail themfelves of this privilege. 

SECTION VII. 

Commerce, Manufactures, Architecture, Revenue, Coins, 

freights, Meafures, &c. 

THE merchants of Hindoftan carry on a brilk and 
flourifhing trade to Perfia and the Red Sea, fup- 
plying both Perfia and Turkey with all the rich mer- 
chandize of India ; in return for which they import 
pearls, carpets, and other Perfian commodities, but 
chiefly treafure to a van: amount. 

As revolutions in Afia are fo frequenr, trade cannot 
be carried on in the lame continued track as it is in 
Europe. European (hips are ufed for the importation 
of Indian treafure # by way of fecurity from the aflaults 
of pirates. 

They do nor univerfally obferve one and the fame 
method in painting their cottons; either becaufe there 
are fome niceties peculiar to certain provinces, or be- 
caufe different foils produce different drugs for the fame 
ufes. 

The chief manufactures of Hindoftan are callicos, 
filks, and muflins. We import from thence indigo, 
falt-prtre, opium, pepper, &c. &c. with diamonds 
and other precious (tones. 

The commodities exported from Europe are gold 
and filver lace, Englifh broad-cloth, fword -blades, 
looking-glafles, hard-ward, tin-ware, brandy, beer, 
&c. &c. All the goods carried to India, however, 
arc trifling in proportion to the bullion and foreign coin 

taken thither. 

The natives forge very good blades of fwords and 
poinards in fome places. However, they cannot make 
either clocks or watches. 

The cement ufed in houfc-building is made of fea- 
(hells, and is harder than brick-work : they cover the 
tops of fiat -roofed buildings with it, through which no 
bad weather can penetrate; and with this fame cement 
they 'frequently lay die Moors of their rooms. 
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The natives do not carry on the foreign trade of r 
nandel. In the weftern part, indeed rj 
Mahometans who fend velTels to Achen, jy^ * rc 
Siam, and the eaftern coaft. Exclufive of fhipsof^' 
fidcrable burthen employed in theft voyages, ti 1C y£ 
lmaller embarkations tor the coalhne trad*- cS n 7 
and the pearl fifhery. g °* Wtai, 

'I he Indians of Mafluiipatan import white call* • 
from Bengal, which they dye or print, and diibofe «f 
them again at the places from whence they had ti - 
at a very confiderable profit. Excepting thefe tranfir' 
tions, the trade is entirely veiled in the hands of tl 
Europeans, whofe only partners are a few Armenian 
and bramins. 

Weaving is the principal employment throughout 
India j but the greateft manufactory is at Dacca in Ben 
gal, where the fintft callicos, muflins, and dirniu n 

are made. 

The rilligree is admirable, the workmanfliip coding 
infinitely more than the metal itfelf. It is not perfoia 
ted as withup, but cut into lhreds, and joined with ludi 
inimitable art, that the niced eye cannot perceive the 
junctures. 

The embroidery and needlework are infinitely fupe- 
rior to any thing of the kind done in Europe ; but it is 
remaikable, that the embroiderers and femptreiles (if 
we may be permitted fo to call them) are all nun 
whole patience is as adoniihing as their flouncls h 
lingular. 

The gold and filver filks and gauzes are manufactured 
at Benares, but their richnefs exceeds their elegance. 
They are executed without tafte, and make a very d< 
appearance when finilhed, wanting the delightful glofs, 
and vivid colours, which fo greatly enliven, and give 
fuch Ipirit and beauty to the filks and gauzes of Europe 
and other places. 

The exceeding flownefs of the manufacturers renders 
moll of the commodities of India very cxpenfive: 
none will work but when abfolute necerTi ty compels 
them to ft : fo that when a merchant has occafion fur 
any article, he is obliged to fend for the maker, lur- 
nifh him with materials to proceed, and advance him 
the money that his labour will amount to previous to 

his entering upon the bufinefs. 

They copy with exaclnefs, but have neither genii's 
to invent, or ingenuity to improve : hence their woik; 
are admirably neat, without being pleafingly elegant j 
and difplay the mod ex'quifite finenefs, without the 

lead delicacy of tafte. 

At Surac they are very fkilful in the (hip-building 
art; though it muft be acknowledged that their naval, 
as well as their other architecture, is rather aukwani 
and clumfy. Their veMels are made of a wood called 
teak, which is as durable and folid as oak, and tlv.v 
malts come from the coaft of Malabar. Their ropes 
are produced from the fibres of the cocoa-nut tree, and 
their fail-cloths from their cotton ma mi failures'. '1 ney 
life the gum of the damar tree for pitch, and their an • 
chors are for the mod part European i and, indeiil, 
the moll valuable of their cordage is the product' <> 
Europe. The fmall veffcls that are ufed along thrt oalt 
of Malabar are made of the above wood, thepanks 
being fattened together with cords, They are Hat at 
the bottom, and have not any rudder. 

The Mogul's revenue is fuppofed to have amouimu 
to about forty millions per annum, before Nadir bim 
committed his depredations in the empire, whodcpiiv- 
ed it of its mod valuable treafures, and, by en ecow 
the fovereigiVs authority, enabled feveral nubo '*|. s 
emancipate themfelves from his power. '1 he rcve 
arifefrom the cuftoms of the lea-ports, the proui u ^ 
the fields, the devolution of the eftates to the crow , 
the prefents from fubjedts. &c. &c. 

The coins of Hindoda 
Ivor, the pagoda, the fanam, and the pi 



uefents from fubjec~ts, &c. &c. , , 

he coins of Hindoftan are the rupee, t,lC ff ^V',, 

rl^nnooHa tUr fanain. and the piCC. fit V4 



of the rupee, a filver coin, is about as. 3d. Wt 
mahor is worth about i 4 rupees ; the V*^» % the 



at os. and is fo called from its being damped 
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a , «fa oaeodai the f»nam, a filvcr coin, is worth 

fi f r an d the K ^ is a c °F^ cr p ,ece *,; s valued at 

^ hllfnennv Foreign coins arc alfo current: 
t b ° U Vo?tr K Sticks, they fometimes make ufc of 

bUC ' v 'or fea-lells, threefcore of which are valued at 
T X T, hLfoenny Capital fums are reckoned by leeks 
ab ° l i cks* S carols, and arabs A lack is 
° noo rupees, a caron is IOO lacks, and an arab is 
' ns They make a threefold divifion of intereft; 
onerf which is vice, another neither vice or virtue, and 
?,hi«d virtue. This is their manner of expn flion. The 
intereft that is vice, is four per cent, a month ; and the 
intereft that is virtue, one. 

The common weight at Surat is the feer, which is 

about thirteen ounces; 

every port, and fometimes even in the fame port. We 
cannot, therefore, with any degree of accuracy, fpecify 

^The cofs, with which they meafure their land, is 
about an Englifh mile and a half. In liquid and dry 
meafures, one meafure is a pint and a half; eight mea- 
sures are one mercall, or twelve pints; and 400 mer- 
calls arc one garie, or 600 gallons. 

SECTION VIII. 

Chief Provinces and Cities of Hindoftan. Dehli invaded 
by the Patans. City of Agra. Defcription of a Fight 
between Men and Beafts at an Entertainment given by 
the Great Mogul. Divers other Provinces and Cities 

of Hindoftan. 

THE chief cities in the midland provinces of Hin- 
doftan, are thofe of Dehli and Agra. The city 
of Dehli, or Delli, capital of the province of Dehli, 
fituatedin the heart of the empire, is in 78 degrees eaft 
longitude from London, and in 16 degrees north lati- 
tude. It (lands in the form of a crefcent, on the river 
Gemma, which divides it; and it is diftinguifhed into 
three towns, lying within about 120 miles north of 
,Agra, in a fine plentiful count* y, where the air is more 
cool and falubrious than at Agra. The firft town that 
was built is laid to have had 9 caftles and 52 gates. 
At fome diftance is a ftone bridge, and a delightful 
plantation of tree >, leading to the fecond town, which 
was taken from the Indians by the firft Mogul conque- 
ror. This was adorned and enriched by leveral magni- 
ficent fepulchres of the Patan princes, as well as other 
(lately monuments, which were all demolifhed by Shah 
Jehan, father of Aurengzebe : but the latter rebuilt 
the town, and called it Jehan-Abad, transferring the 
feat of the empire hither from Agra, where the heat 
of the fummer was too violent. The third town, which 
was erected dole to the fecond, and formed out of its 
ruins, was called Dehli by the Indians, in (lead of Je- 
han-Abad, , the bafis of which was faid to have been 
laid in blood, as the throats of malefactors were cut, 
by Jehan's order, " the better (he faid) to cement the 
Hones." He fpared no expence whatever to adorn and 
beautify the gardens belonging to the royal palace, 

which were formed by an ingenious Venetian, after an 
Italian model. 

Tin- city of Dehli is entered by a long (beer, with 
arches on each fide of ir, under wliirh are the fhops of 
the tradelmen. This Iheet leads directly to the palace, 
at the entrance of which are a couple of elephantic 
jJgures, on whofe backs ride two famous rajahs, repre- 
entatives of two brothers, who loft their lives in brave 
;y uel ending certain towns laid liege to by Eckbar. 
xne palace is a very magnificent building, with bril- 
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The houfes of the great, which are on the banks 
the river, or in the fuburbs, are fpacious and airy, hav- 
ing large courts, cellars, gardens, groves, ponds, foun- 
tains, And enormous fans on each fide for the purpoie 
of cooling the air. 

The houfes of the poorer fort of people are built with 
clay, and thatched, but have convenient courts and 
gardens. There are befides thefe a great number of 
fmall cottages, built of clay and ftraw, or mats joined 
together, and faftened to poles. 

Mechanics are not numerous in this city, not from 
want of fkill in the people, but from the ill treatment 
of the omrahs, who, if they can meet with them, oblige 
them to work, and reward them according to their own 
difcretion. 

Many of the principal inhabitants are wealthy ; and 
their mod ineftimable pofleiTions are jewels, which 
they take particular care fhall be faithfully tranfaluted 
to their pofterity. 

The Patans, a people who live at the foot of Mount 
Imaus, to which they fled from the power of the Mo- 
guls, rendered themfelves formidable againft Nadir 
Shah ; and after the latter had abandoned Hindoftan, 
they themfelves invaded the country in its then weak 
and defencelefs ftate. 

The Mogul no fooner heard of the march of the Pa- 
tans towards his empire, than he called his great officers 
of the army together, and holding in his hand, agreea- 
bly with the eaftern cuftorn, a betel, he offered it to 
that general who mould inftantly take on him the com- 
mand of his forces, to oppofe thedefigns of the enemy; 
but fuch was the pufillanirniiy or perfidy of his officers, 
that not one of them would accept the offer made by 
their fovereign ; upon which the young prince, who 
was then only about 18 or 1 9 years of age, being much 
concerned for the diftreffed fituation of his father, foli- 
cited that he might be fuffered to accept the betel. The 
emperor, however, refufed it him ; but the officers, 
or omrahs, joining in the intreaty of the prince, as he 
had fo voluntarily made the offer, the emperor con fenc- 
ed, and vefted him with the command. 

Piqued at the prefumptlon and boldnefs of the young 
prince, the military officers entered into a confpirac to 
betray and give him up to the enemy ; but the prince 
being happily apprized of their defign, laid them all 
under arreft, threw them into prifbn, and then vigo-. 
roufly attacking the invaders of his country, repujfed 
and drove them entirely away. 

The confpirators getting out from prifon in the mean- 
time, caufed a report to be circulated, that die prince 
was flain in the battle, and entering the palace gates 
with violence, ftrangled the emperor, and propagated a 
frefh rumour, that the fovereign, on account of his 
fern's death, had put an end to his own life. At thjs 
fatal ci ifis it was, that the young victorious prince was 
returning in all the pomp of war to Dehli, when hear- 
ing of the horrible cataftrophe which had happened, 
and apprehending his own life to be in imminent dag- 
ger, he had recourfe to ftratagem. He affected to be- 
lieve that his father had died a natural death, or hail 
killed himfelfj and, afluming a faquir's garb, declared 
he fliould from that moment renounce the world, and 
not trouble himfelf in the leaft about government. 

In confequence of this rcfolution the confpirators 
went forth to meet him, and acknowledged him their 
lawful fovereign. But the princc 9 however, a (lured 
them he (hould not fucceed to his father's crown, but 
fhould retire to fome fequeftered place for meditation j 
to which end he begged their attendance that evening 
in the palace, in order to con fu It on the election of an 
emperor. The omrahs attendee!, the guards lei zed 
their perfons, and the young Mogul, Amet Shan, 
triumphed over both his foreign and domeftie enemies. 
The tranquillity of Dehli, nowever, was fbon after 
more effectually diflurbed ; for the Patans, confident* 
bjy reinforced, again attacked the city, conquered it, 
plundered it, and feizttd on the royal trcaftiry, The/ 
then marched home with their fpoil, which confined 

of 
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4 almoft all the riches left in the place after it was pil- 
laged by Nadir Shah, and amounted to a very capital 

ium. . . 

The Patan chief, when he halted at Labor, drew a 
line from north to fouth, claiming a vaft track of land 
to the weft of that line, tributary to the empire ot Hin- 
doftan ; and leaving his fon Timur there as generahfii- 
mo and governor of this extent of territory, he no far- 
ther molelted Hindoftan at that period. But as all the 
riches of the land were carried off, a general dejection 
enfued, the grounds lay fallow, and the manufacturers 
ftood ttill : the people would not woik for foreign 
plunderers, and want and famine were fpeedily felt. 
Thus did ambition opprefs the fine region of Hindoftan. 

Many revolutions happened afterwards at Dehli, 
and, in the year 1757, Timur was placed on the im- 
perial throne. 

Agra is the capital of the province of that name. It 
was founded in the year 1 566, by Eckbar, who called it 
Eckbarabat, arid made it the metropolis of his empire. 
It is fituated in 26 degrees north latitude, and 79 de- 
grees call longitude, from London. It lies on the river 
Gemma, about 700 miles north-eaft of S 11 rat, a jour- 
ney which the caravans generally perform in nine weeks, 
and about 500 leagues north of Pondicherry, on the 
Coromandel coaft. It (lands in the middle of a fandy 
plain, which greatly adds to the heat of the climate. It 
is about eight miles long, but not near fo broad, and 
no part is fortified but the palace. There are, how- 
ever, generally a great number of foldiers here. 

The houfes are fo fituated as to command an agreea- 
ble profpectof die river* The buildings of fine omrahs, 
and other great men, are of ftone, and elegandy con- 
structed. The great number of mofques, caravanferas, 
fquares, -baths, and refervoirs, intermixed with gardens, 
trees, and flowers, render this place extremely plea- 
(ant. The royal palace is a magnificent ftru&ure, 
fituated in the form of a crefcent on the banks of the 
river. 

Around the palace are elegant gardens, with fine 
canals ; and there are alfo extenfivc parks ; fo that the 
circumference of the whole is very considerable. 

In 1638 here were no lefs than feventy mofques ; 
and pilgrimages are at this time made to a famous 
mofque, in which there is the fepulchre of a faint 30 
feet long, and near 16 broad. 

Criminals purfued in order to-be punifhed for offen- 
ces fly di.ectly to a mofque, and there find a certain 
inciter. Not even the emperor himfelf can- hurt them 
after they have once flown to its facred walls } for the 
attempt to punifh, in this cafe, would be a direct viola- 
tion of that profound refpect and reverence due to fuch 
as have the title of faints. 

In this city are 800 purifying baths ; and near it 
(bands that grand piece of architecture the maufoleum, 
which ao,ooo men were twenty-two years in building. 

The greateft part of the inhabitants of Agra are Ma- 
hometans and Moguls 5 and the city flourifhes when 
honoured with a vifit from the Great Mogul ; but in 
general it has little to boaft of with regard to commerce. 

There is a very Angular entertainment given by the 
Great Mogul to foreign ambafladors j it con fids of 
wild beads of various forts fighting with each other, or 
combated by men, who engage in fuch dafigerous en- 
terprises to obtain the favour of the king. The man- 
ner of one of thefe fights, which was exhibited at Agra, 
when the Moguls kept their court there, is thus dc- 
fcribed. Firft two buftalos were let loofc at each other, 
and afterwards a lion and a tyger, the two latter of 
which fought defperatcly for fome time* Thefe being 
taken away, the governor arofc and faid, " The Great 
Mogul's will and pleafure is, that if any valiant heroes 
are minded to give proof* of their valour, in fighting 
againft the wild beads with ihield and fword, let them 
come forth : if they conquer, the Great Mogul will 
Ihew high favour to them." On this three perTons en- 
tered the lift, and engaged to undertake the combat j 

when the governor calling out, faid, " None mud 
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fight with any other weapon than fword and fo ie u , 
thofe who nave a dagger about them muft dirowk 
away, and fight fairly " A lion was then driven L 
the ring, where one of the three ftood ready to enco, 
ter him. The lion immediately ran to him wkh rh" 
greateft ferocity, but the man defended himfelf a co 
fiderable time, till his arms growing weary the l""* 
laid one of his paws on the Ihield, and the other on h* 
arm. The man finding himfelf unable to ufc his fword* 
and feeing the danger he was in, with his left hand 
drew out his Indian ftiletto, and gave the lion fo vi 
lent a flab in the throat, that he immediately let eo hi 
hold; after which he fevered his body almoft in two 
with his fword, and, purfuing his victory, effectually 
killed him. The Mogul, however, failing, faid to 
the conqueror, " You are a brave foldier ; you have 
fought valiantly; but did not I command you to fight 
fairly, with fword and Ihield only? but, like a thief 



you have ftolen the lion's life with a ftiletto." After 
this the king ordered the man's belly to be immediately 
ripped open, and that his body fhould be carried on 
the backs of*elephants throughout the city 5 which fen. 
tence was immediately executed. 

A tyger was then brought to the ring, which was en- 
countered by a veiy ftrong man ; but the tyger was fo 
active, that he fuddenly leaped on his antagonift, and 
tore Him to pieces. A very fmail perfon then engaged 
the tyger, and, at the firft encounter, cut off both his 
fore feet, which obliged him to fall : he then purfued 
his efforts, and loon killed him. On this the king call- 
ing to him, afked his name j to which he anfwered, 
Geiby. The king then ordered one of his fervants to 
carry him a cloth of gold, who, when he delivered it to 
him, faid, " Geiby, receive this coat, which the Mo- 
gul of his bounty hath fent." The conqueror received 
the coat with great humility, kifled it feven times, and 
afterwards holding it up, prayed to himfelf for the Mo- 
gul's profperity 5 which done, he cried aloud, " God 
grant the Mogul to grow as great as Tamerlane, from 
whom he is derived; may he live feven hundred years, 
and his generation continue for ever." After he had 
thus exprefTed himfelf, he was condu&ed by an eu- 
nuch to the king, who, on his going away, faid, " Be 
praifed, Geiby Khan, for your heroic exploits. This 
name you lhall keep for ever. I am your favourable 

lord, and you my vaflal.** 

There is a very formidable nation on the north of 
Hindoftan called the Scheiks, who can bring into the 
field 60,000 cavalry. They poflefs the whole province 
of Punjal, the greateft part of the Moultan, and the 
Sindi, and all the country towards Dehli, from Labor 
to Serhend. Thefe people have found means to free 
themfelves from the chains of defpotifm, though en- 
compafled by nations of Haves. During the calamines 
of the Mogul empire, their number increafed confidc- 
rably by refugees from different nations. It is affirmed 
that they have a temple with an altar, on which (lands 
their code of laws, and next to it a fceptre and a dagger. 
To be admitted amongft them, nothing more is re- 
quired than to fwear an utter abhorrence of iwonarchy. 

Cafhmire, or Caffimire, which is about 76 miles iin 
length, and 30 broad, is one of the mod plealant 
countries in all India : it is divided from I artaiy by 
Mount Caucafus, and is fituated, in the northern . \mi 
of the empire. This place, though inconfiderable ns 
to its revenues, was uniformly held in the hmhcH ani- 
mation by the emperors of Hindoftan. J Imlier t icy 
repaired in the plenitude of their grcatncU, when tm 
affairs *>fftatc would admit of their abfencr, and tun 
they diverted themfelves of form, and all the oppitinvc 

ceremonies of flate. . W . K 

The royal manner of travelling to Cafhmire 
grand, though tedious and unweildy, and flievvui, 
an eminent degree, the fplendour and magnificence 

caftern potentates. . ne If ; s 

The temperature of the air here, elevated, «s 11 
fo much above the adjoining country, .^^"^^ 
the ftrcams which continually pour from "s inoiu^r - 
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° ( r&rs fupply the inhabitants with almoft every 
Iher vir fweet herb for the 

ffi S the ptos are covered with grain of different 
1 K and the woods are ftored with variety of game 
? country, tlierefore, it is not to be wondered 

are fo Angularly beautiful. The picture 
intended by nature would have been incomplete without • 

them. 

Adown their necks, more white than virgin fnow, 
Of fofteft hue, the golden trefles flow : 
Their heaving breafts, of purer, fof ter white 
Than fnow hills glifVning in the moon's pale light, 
Except where cover'd by the fafh, were bare j 
And love itfelf fmil'd foft and panted there. 

In almoft every other part of Afia the Scythian fea- 
ture is to be traced in a greater or lefs degree. It is not 
fohere. The Calhmireans feem a race diftincl from 
all others in the eaft. Their perfons are more elegant, 
and their complexions more delicate, and more tinged 

m Where beauty is, there ever will be love ; and love 
will always be attended by poetry and mufic. Thus 
we find the Calhmireans cultivate thofe arts with ex- 
traordinary fuccefs ; poetry in particular.^ No country 
of the eaft has produced more elegant eftufions of ima- 
gination than Calhmire, nor has any been more cele- 
brated in ftory or romance. 

On the decline of the Mogul power in Hindoftan, 
Cafhmire felt fome of the ravages of war. It is now, 
however, in peace, and the inhabitants are defirous of 
keeping it fo. Induftry, fprightlinefs, and goodfel- 
lowfhip, fill up the meafure of their time. They 
♦rratefully return thanks to heaven for the bleflings they 
enjoy. Their days are days of comfort, and their 
nights are crowned with tranquillity and repofe. 

To the north of Calhmire is the province of Lahor, 
fituated in 32 degrees north latitude, which was fub- 
dued by the Patans. In this province are mofques, 
caravanferas, baths, pagodas, palaces, and gardens. 
There is, in particular, antique edifices here, once the 
refidenccs of the Moguls, and on which are inferibed 
the exploits of many of thofe monarchs. 

The province of Sindy, fituated on the river Sind, is 
a very fruitful country. Here is a great plenty of cat- 
tle of all forts, and numbers of tame and wild fowl. 
The province abounds in wheat, rice, and pulfe. They 
never have a dearth, the Indus overflowing all the low 
grounds in April, May, and June, and leaving a fat 
flime that enriches the earth. 

This country produces falt-petre, fal-ammoniac, bo- 
rax, lapis-lazuli, lapis- tutue, afla-fcetida, lignum-dulec, 
bezoar, opoponax, and raw filk. 

The natives manufacture both filk and cotton, as 
well as chintz, and very handfomc counterpanes. They 
-dlo make fine cabinets, lacouered, and inlaid with 
ivory. They export a great deal of butter, which is 
pm into duppas, or jars, containing from 5 to 200 lb. 

7' h . c q i, <*a of forces furmfhed from hence to 
the Mogul, is 4000 horfe, and 8000 foot. 

I he eftabliflied leligion of the people is Muhome- 
hnmetun arc ' howcvcr * ten Gemoos to one Ma- 

They have here a particular feflival, called the Ecaft 
0 Wooly whc n both fcxei meet, and dance to the 

und of drums, pipcSf Rnd cvi!l b.ils. 
mnbxnc rweetmcats, and the men fquirc oil at each 

The 



The women 
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Near the city are feveral very large and magnificent 
tombs, which contain the remains of fome of the an- 
cient monarchs of Sindy. The largeft, which is in the 
form of a cupola, is about 30 feet in height, and 21 in 
diameter. It confifts of the molt beautiful variegated 
porphyry, polifhed in the moft exquifite manner. 

The province of Guzurat, or Cambaya, lies to the 
fouth of Sindy, and is rendered a peninfula by Cam- 
baya bay on the fouth -eaft, and Sindy bay on the north - 
weft. From north to fouth it extends about 300 miles, 
and from eaft to weft about 400 miles. 

Amadab is the chief city of Cambaya, and lies about 
140 miles to the northward of Surat, in 23 degrees 
north latitude, and 72 degrees eaft longitude, from 
London. It ftands in a moft delightful plain, watered 
by the river Sabremetty, and is furrounded by a wall 
of brick and ftone, flanked with round towers, forty 
feet high, and has twelve gates. The town, including 
its fuburbs, is about four miles in length. It is fo in- 
termixed with gardens and groves, that it has a moft 
pleafing and rural afpect at a diftance 5 and has up- 
wards of 20 towns, and near 300 villages under its ju- 
rifdiction. One of the villages, called Serquech, is 
diftinguifhed for the tombs and monuments of the an- 
cient kings of Cambaya, or Guzurat. 

The city of Cambaya is fituated in 23 dcg. north 
latitude, at the bottom of a gulph of the fame name. 
It is about two leagues in circumference, and has very 
extenfive fuburbs, exclufive of fine gardens : the ftreets 
are fpacious, and the houfes well built with brick. 
The Englifh and Dutch have factories here; though 
great part of the trade is removed to Surat ; on which 
account the city is but thinly inhabited. It is furround- 
ed by a brick wall, and has feveral fepulchres, befides 
a ftately caftle for the nabob. 

The Banian inhabitants here mew a particular in- 
dulgence to monkies, which fwarm, and are very mif- 
chievous. Originally there was an hofpital for animals 
in this place, and the ruins of it are ftill vifible. In the 
country are prodigious numbers of peacocks, which the 
natives catch after the birds have retired to reft. The 
fiefti of the young ones is white, and the tafte of it 
fomewhat like that of a turkey. 

The tide in the bay of Cambaya runs with fuch amaz- 
ing rapidity, that it is faid to exceed the pace of the 
fwifteft animal. 

Surat is a great commercial city fituated in the pro- 
vince of Guzurat, on the river Tapta, a fhort diftance 
from the ocean. The ftreets of this city are irregularly 
laid out, though wide at bottom. The (hops have ra- 
ther a mean appearance, the chief traders keeping their 
commodities in warehoufes. Here are, however, a 
great number of very good buildings. 

The building of this city was begun about the middle 
of the lad century, and in a few years became a very 
confiderable place. It is faid to contain about 200,000 
inhabitants. 

Before the Englifh Eaft India Company poflcfled 
Bombay, the prefident and council managed their af- 
fairs at Surat, where a factory, which had been efta- 
bliflied there, was ftill continued, after the prefidency 
was removed to Bombay. This factory had received 
from the Mogul government many valuable immunities j 
and Perfians, Moguls, Indians, Arabs, Arminians, 
Jews, and Europeans, all reforted to Surat, where 
money was eafily obtained, and bills of exchange were 
to be had for every market in India. Bags of money, 
ticketed and fealcd, would circulate for years, without 
being weighed or counted j fuch was the honefty of the 
traders. Fortunes were proportionable to the cafe and 
readinefs with which they were to be obtained by com- 
merce i and a fortune of aoo,oool. was common. 

In hot weather the principal people retire into the 
country} and the Englifh factory have a very pleafanc 
garden, kept in the moft regular order. 

This place abounds with all kinds of provifions , 
the foil of the country is extremely fertile, and produces 
thefincft wheat in India. Merc are great numbers 01 

^ y y antelopes, 
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antelopes, and fome deer, with a great plenty of wild 

fowl. . , . 

The Moors, who have the government entirely in 

their own hands, tolerate all religions. When they 
take an European into their fervice, they never make 
any enquiry about his religion* or wilh him to become 
a profelyte. 

In the year i664Surat was plundered by Raja Savagi, 
who carried off no left than i,20o,oool. The plunder 
would have been much more confiderable, had not the 
Englifh and Dutch avoided the depredation, by having 
placed their richeft commodities in the cattle, which 
was out of the rajah's reach : they had, be fides, well 
fortified their factories ; fo that the plunderer thought 
it prudent to retire, without attempting to attack 
them. 

In confequence of the above lofs, the inhabitants 
built walls lound the city : not, however, that this 
precaution was attended with the advantages expected ; 
for the Englifh, in 1686, flopped all the fliips that 
were fitted out at Surat for the feveral leas ; and this 
oppreflion continuing a confiderable time, Surat was 
deprived of almoft every branch of commerce that was 

not its own immediate property. 

However, notwithstanding thefe and other misfor- 
tunes, Surat is at this time a fiourifhing city. Of the 

produce of the manufactures of Guzurat, which aie 
depofited in warehoufes, a confiderable part is carried 

into the inland countries, and the reft to all parts of 

the globe. The commodities moft, commonly known 

aie blue linens, white linens, blue and white checks, 

printed callicos, ft lk and cotton fluffs, gauzes, fhawls, 

and dutties. Surat receives in exchange for her ex- 



ports great quantities of fpices from the Dutch ; iron, 
lead, cloth, cochineal, and hard-wares, from the Eng- 
lifh ; filk from Bengal and Perfia ; mails and pepper 
from Malabar j flaves and perfumes from Arabia ; 
leas, fugars, camphire, quickfilver, and toys, from 
China ; and gums, dried fruits, pearls, and copper, 
from Perfia. The manufacturers here have generally 
their work befpoke by the wholefale merchants ; and 
this being the only lea-port of any importance in the 
Mogul's dominions that the F.uropeans do not poffefs, 
the inland trade employs great numbers of caravans for 
the diftri button of die articles imported ; and a continual 
intercourle is prefeived from hence with Bombay, both 
by fea and land. The governor of Surat, who, in the 
adminiftration of public juftice, attends perfonally in 
the durbar, prefides with great ftate, and decides on all 
actions of a civil and criminal nature. 

Bifnagar, the capital of the kingdom of the fame 
name, and which is about 200 miles to the eaft of Car- 
war, Hands on the fummit of a high mountain, and is 
funounded by no lels than three walls. 

SECTION IX. 

Evglijh Poffeffions and Settlements in the Eaft Indies. 
Account of the Cruelties excrcifed on the Englijh in the 
Black Hole at Calcutta. 

THE province of Bengal is well known by giving 
its name to the ^reated gulph in Afia, which fe- 
a rates the two peninlulas of the Indies. It is bounded 
y Afem and Araccan on the eaft, by feveral provinces 
belonging to the Great Mogul on the weft, by hideous 
rocks on the north, and by tnc fea on the ibuth. It is 
upwards of 240 leagues from eaft to weft, and is deem- 
ed the moft fertile country in India for a variety of 
valuable articles, fuch as fugar, filk, gum-lack, falt- 
petre, rice, opium, pepper, fruits, ore. The greateft 
part of the Bengal lilk is produced in the territory of 
Coflimbuzar, where the filk- worms are reared and fed 
in the fame manner as in other places j but the natural 
heat of the climate hatches and brings them to perfec- 
tion at all times of the year. Confiderable quantities 
of (ilk and cotton Huffs are manufactured here, and cir- 
culatod through part of Afia. 



The Englifh Eaft India Company's forces efhhllfl a 
in Bengal are very confiderable; and the whole k 
dom may be faid, in a great meafure, to be enff" 
under their rule and guidance; as the Subah andrh' 
other rajas and princes, can only act under their 
troul. 
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A late writer gives the following account of arev : ew 
of the company's troops in the prefence of the GrZ 
Mogul. ac 

" On a great holiday among the Mahometans, byde 
fire of the Great Mogul, the Englifh troops were on 
dered out to be reviewed by him : but it appeared very 
extraordinary that he did not take the leafl notice of 
any thing, or even look on the troops while they were 
going through their evolutions : if he did, it was with 
an eye afkaunt, much pra&ifed by the Muflulmen. It 
feems it is inconfiftent with dignity to appear to obferve. 
All the trappings of dignity were displayed upon this 
occafion. The Mogul himfelf was on an elephant 
richly covered with embroidered velvet, the howder 
magnificently lacquered and gilded ; and his fons were 
likewife on elephants. The plain was almoft covered 
with his attendants : the officers of his court, their fer- 
vants, their fervants fervants, feapoys, peaders, &c. 
&:c. did not amount to lefs than 1 500 people. All, 
except the feapoys, were, according to cuftom, drefled 
in white jemmers and turbans. The principal people 
were on horfeback, and well mounted. The train was 
increafed by a great number of (late elephants, Hate 
palanquins, and led horfes richly caparifoned. The 
gilding of the howders and palanquins, the gold flufls 
of the bedding and cufhions, the nlver and gold orna- 
ments, the tafTals and fringe of various colours, fome 
of them even mixed with fmall pearls, the rich um- 
brellas, trappings of the horfes, and all together, glit- 
tered in the fun, and made a moft brilliant appearance." 

Patna, which is fituated in the Upper Ganges, is 
thought to be the moft famous place in theuniverfe for 
the cultivation of opium 5 but it is far inferior in its 
ftrength to that made in Syria and Perfia. The Indians 
in general are exceeding fond of it 5 though its uie has 
been prohibited by the moft fevere penal Taws. In the 
neighbouring iflands, however, it is con fumed in great 
quantities. They not only chew it, but intermix it 
with their tobacco when they fmoak, which frequently 
intoxicates them even to a degree of infanity, and 
prompts them to commit outrages of the moft prejudi- 
cial tendency. 

Patna is the capital of the territory of the fame name, 
and one of the largeft cities in India. The Englifh 
have a capital factory here, at which is bought up mv 
menfe quantities of opium and falt-petre. 

Dacca is fituated in 24 degrees north latitude, 
foil is rich, the fituation fine, and to its market are 
brought the richeft commodities of India and humpc. 
It receives confiderable advantages from its cotton*, 
from which are produced ftriped and worked nniflim, 
more valuable in their texture than thofe nude in any 



The 



other part of India. 

The factory of Fort William, at Calcutta, belong 
to the Englifh Eaft India Company, and is the mo» 
capital fettlement they poflefion the continent of India, 
being the refidence of their governor-general, who is 
aflifted by a fupreme council, of which he is prcli^m, 
and a board of trade. It is fituated on the river ling" 
ley, the moft: wefterly part of the Ganges. Mere ait 4 
great number of ftoro-houfes, magazines, and an no ■ 
pital. Here is alfo a good garriloiv of loldicrs. a 

ovifions are very cheap at this plan; ; 1 ' 
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the air of Calc utta is unhealthy, the water brarkim, "h- 
anchorage unfaf" 

but few mantiLw ., — ^. 1 iw tin- 

numbers of the moft: wealthy merchants, invited ny - 
profpeft of fecurity and liberty, have fixed their re. 
dence here. 



cutta is unneairny, uw wan.. . 
hfe, and die neighbouring *°™W* h "% 
ufaauresi notwithftanding winch, &tx 
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In 1757 the Subah of Bengal, noni uiot.ves ofe^ 
iiighrinclk and defpotilm, inverted Calcuit.i, w 
as then in a dcfencclcfs flate. The governor, auni 
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the appearance of a very numerous army, abandoned 
+h*> fort and, with many of the chief inhabitants, re- 
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paired on board a vefiel in the river. Mr. Holwell, 
however, who was fecond in command, a (lifted by a 
few intrepid officers, and a weak garrifon, defended 
the place for fome time, but was at length obliged ro 
furrender; and the .inhabitants, with the whole garri- 
fon were all forced into a dungeon called the Black 
Hole, from which only 23, out of 146 perfons, came 
out alive j the reft being fufFocatcd by extreme heat. 

The humane mind will eafily paint to itfelf the mod 
wretched fituation of fuch a number of fellow-creatures 
crammed together in a cube of 1 8 feet, in a clofe fultry 
night, with fcarce the fainteft circulation of air. They 
had been but a few minutes confined, when every 
miferable captive fell into fo violent a perfpiration, as 
brought on a moft raging thirlt. They all ftripped ofT 
their cloaths except Mr. Holwell and three other gen- 
tlemen j and a propofition was then made, that every 
man fhould fit down on his hams. This expedient was 
;ordingly praclifed feveral times, and at each time 
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many of the unhappy wretches, more weak than others, 
and who could not recover their legs when the word 
was given to rife, fell all along, and were inftantly fuf- 
focated or trod to death. Repeated efforts had been 
made to force the door, but to no purpofe. Before 
nine o'clock every man's perfpiration and thirftwas fo 
exceflive, that " water I water!" was the general cry; 
and an old jemmantadar, among the guards, being 
moved with companion at their extreme iufTerings, or- 
dered fome fkins of water to be brought. 

The tumult, madnefs, tranfport ! the fury and avi- 
dity, the confufion and violence, the lunacy and rav- 
ings of the miferable captives on the appearance of 
water, cannot poflibly be conveyed to our readers in a 
more linking view, than by quoting die words of Mr. 
Holwell. 

" The water appeared ! (fays Mr. Holwell.) Words 
cannot paint to you the univerfal agitation and raving 
the fight of it threw us into. We had no means of con- 
veying it into the prifon, but by hats forced through 
the bars } and thus myfelf, who ftood clofe to the bars, 
and Meflrs. Coles and Scott, fupplied our fellow fuffer- 
ers as faft as poflible. But thofe who have experienced 
intenie thirft, or are acquainted with the caule and na- 
ture of this appetite, will be fufficiently fenfible it could 
be no more than a momentary alleviation : the caufc frill 
fiibfiftcd. Though we brought full hats within the 
bars, there enfued fuch violent ftruggles and frequent 
conceits to get at them, that before they reached the 
hps of any one there would be fcarcely a tea-cup full 
left in them. Theft fupplies, like fprinkling water on 
fire, only ferved to feed and raife the Hamc. 

O, my dear friend ! how (hall I give you a concen- 
ion of what I felt at the cries and ravings of thofe "n the 
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great difficulty, got into the middle of the priibn, where 
the throng was lefs by the many that were dead, and by 
others who flocked to the windows; for by this time 
they had water alio at another window. 

In the prifon there was a platform, railed between 
three and four feet from the floor, and open underneath. 
Upon this platform Mr. Holwell lay down among 
many dead bodies, hoping here fpeedily to breathe his 
laft ; but, alas ! he had not lain many minutes before 
he was feized with a moft violent pain in hisbreaft, and 
palpitation of the heart, attended with a difficulty of 
breathing, and an increafing exceffive thirft. Unable 
to bear thefe united pains, he made a vigorous effort 
to get to a window oppofite to him, and gaining the 
third rank at it, with one hand feized the bars, and by 
that means gained a fecond. In a few moments the 
air from the window relieved the pain in his breaft, as 
well as the palpitation and difficulty of breathing j but 
his thirft was as great as ever. He got fome water; but 
this increafing, inftead of abating his thirft, he con- 
tented himfelf with fucking into his mouth the perfpi- 
ration from his fhirt fleeves, and catching large drops 
as they fell from his face. 

" Whilft I was at the window (fays Mr.. Hoi well) 
I was obferved by one of my miferable companions on 
the right of me, in the expedient of allaying my thirft 
by fucking my fhirt fleeves, upon which he rook the 
freedom to rob me from time to time of a confiderable 
part of my ftore ; though, after I detected him, 1 be- 
gan upon that fleeve he was making free with, and our 
mouths and nofes often met in the conteft. This plun- 
derer I found afterwards was a worthy young gentleman 
in the fervice, Mr. Lufhington, one of the few who 
efcaped from death, and fi nee paid me the compliment 
of attiring me, he believed he owed his life to the many 
comfortable fucks he had from my fleeves." 

About half after eleven, the majority of thefurviving 
prifoners were in an outrageous delirium. Every pof- 
fible abufe of the fubah, and every infult againft the 
guard, that could be thought of or fpoken, in order 
to provoke them to fire into the prifon, were repeatedly 
pra&ifed to no kind of effect. Indeed, even before 
nine o'clock, many infults were offered to the guard, to 
provoke them to fire. 

cc I need not, my dear friend, (fays Mr. Holwell,) 
afk your commiferation, when I tell you, that in this 
plight, from half an hour after eleven, till near two in 
the morning, I fuftained the weight of a heavy man, 
with his knees on my back, and the preflure of his 
whole bodv on my head ; a Dutch ferjeant, who had 
taken his feat on my left fhoulder, and a black Chrif- 
tian ioldier bearing on my right; all which nothing 
could have enabled me to fupport, but the props and 
preflure equally fuftaining me all around. The two 
atter I frequently diflodged by fhifting my hold on the 
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was immoveable. 

i " . T r h ^ rc P eated trials and efforts I made to di (lodge 
this in ifufferable encumbrance on me, at lafl quite ex- 
Juiilted me i and towards two o'clock, finding I mufl 
"uit the window, or fink where I was, I refolved on the 
ormer, having borne, truly for the fake of others, in- 
finitely more for life, than the beft of it is worth. 

r"u ln n^ C rank clofc bchind nic was an officer of one 
of the fhiDS, whofe name was Carey, and who behaved 

with much braverv during the fiege, (his wife, a fine 
woman, country born, would not quit him, but ac- 
companied him into the prifon, and was one who fur- 
vi veil.) This poor wretch had been long raving for 

air. I told him I was determined to irive 
up life, and recommended his gaining my ftarton. On 
my quitting, he made an attempt to get my place, but 
was prevented. ' 1 

" i T° ?r Carc y cx P rclT « ; d thankfulnefs, and faid he 
would give up life too : but it was with the utmoll la~ 
bour we forced our way from the window, (feveral in 
the inner ranks . appeared dead, Handing, unable to fall 

by 



water and air. 
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by the throng and prefTure around.) He laid himfelf 
down to diet and his death I believe, was very fin - 
den; for he was a fliort, full, fangume man. His 
ftrength was great; and I imagine, that had he not re- 
tired with me, I mould never have been able to force 
my way. I was at this time fenfible of no pain, and 
little uneafinefs. I found a Itupor coming on apace, 
and laid myfelf down by that gallant old man, the Kev. 
Mr. Tervas Bellamy, who laid dead with his fon the 
lieutenant, hand in hand. When I had lain here fome 
time, 1 mil had reflection enough to fuffer fome uneah- 
nefs in the thought that I mould be trampled upon 
when dead, as I myfelf had been obliged to trample 
upon others. With fome difficulty I raifed myfelf, and 
pained the platform a fecond time, where I prefently 
loft all fenfation. The laft trace of fenfibihty that I 
have been able to recollea after my laying down, was 
my falh being uneafy about my waift, which I untied, 
and threw from me. Of what paffed in this interval, to 
the time of my refurreftion from this hole of horror, I 

can give you no account. 

" When the day broke, and no intreaties whatever 
could prevail to get the pri fon door opened, it occurred 
to a gentleman, (I think Mr. Secretary Cook) to make 
a fearch for me, in hopes I might have influence e- 
nough to gain a releafe from this fcene of mifery. Ac- 
cordingly Meflrs. Lufhington and Walcot undertook 
the fearch, and by my fhirt difcovered me on the plat- 
form, from whence they took me, and, imagining I 
han fome figns of life, brought me towards the window 
I had firft pofleffion of. But as life was equally dear to 
every man, and the ftench from the dead bodies was 
intolerable, no one would give up his ftation in or 
near die window; fo they were obliged to carry me 
back again. Soon afterwards Captain Mills, who was 
in pofTefiion of a feat in the window, had the humanity 
to refign it. I was again brought by the fame gentle- 
men and placed in the window. 

« At this juncture the Subah, who had received an 
account of the havock which death had made amongtt 
us, lent one of his jemmantadars to enquire whether the 
chief furvived. They (lie wed me to him, telling him 
I had the appearance of life flill remaining, and that it 
was poflible I might recover, if the door was loon 
opened. This anfwer being returned to the Subah, an 
order came immediately for our releafe, it being then 
near fix in the morning.'* 

Mr. Hoi well then proceeds to relate, that from the 
number of dead bodies that were piled up againft the 
door, which opened inwards, there was no pofiibihty 
of opening it till the dead were removed; and that this 
work took up twenty minutes. 

About a quarter after fix o'clock, the remains of 
146 fouls, being only 13, came alive from the dun- 
geon, amon^r whom was M.s. Carey. The dead bo- 
dies we! e dragged out of the prifon by the ioldiers, and 

thrown into a ditch. 

The furvivors were all fet at liberty, except Mr. 
Holwell, Mr. Court, Mr. Walcot, Mr. Burdct, and 
Mrs. Carey; the fiift was ordered into the cuftody 
of an officer; and the laft was detained on account 
of her perfonal beauty, to be the further victim of a 
frefh tyranny, the luft of fome great officer. 

Mr. Holwell was in ft high fever when he came out 
of the prifon, and was in this condition taken before 
the Subah ; as he was unable to (land, they carried him 
to the tyrant, who faid to him, " I hear there is trea- 
sure to a very confiderable amount fecreted in the fort; 
if you do not difcover where it is, you nut ft expect no 
mercy." Mr. Holwell allured him that lie did not 
know of any trcafure ; and the Subah, finding no in- 
telligence* could be got, ordered Mhir Muddon, the 
general of his houihould troops, to take Mr. Holwell 

into his cuftody. * _ 

It was the voluntary oppofiuon made by Mr. j-ioi- 
«ell, after the governor (Drake) had quitted the fort, 
that fo particularly enraged the Subah; and this led 
him to believe, that there mud certainly be fome con- 



fiderable treafu re hidden; for Mr. Holwell it 
imagined, would not have undertaken a work of 
danger, had he not been actuated to it by Vury • uc * 1 
refted principles. ' mtc " 

Mr. Holwell and his companions were conveyed ' 
a hackry to the camp, and there loaded with I'tte - 
they were lodged in the tent of a Mooriih fbiuV 
which was fo fmal 1, that they were under a neceiTuy r? 
lying, ill as they were, half in, and half out °' 
tent, during a moft difagreeable and rainy night. r n 
following day, however, their fever fortunately eon 
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tent, during a moft difagreeable and rainy night, 
following day, however, their fever fortunately u liliin , r 
to a crifis, boils broke out on their bodies, and the da * 
enfuing they were removed to the coaft, from whence 
they were foon fent by fea to Muxadabad, to be difpof. 
ed of as the Subah mould think proper, who was ex- 
pected to return to that capital from Calcutta. 

On their, arrival at Muxadabad, after a voyage of 
thirteen days, their boils had become running lores 
and the irons on their legs had coniumed their ftefli 
nearly to the bone. Mr. Holwell now fent a letter to 
Mr. Law, chief of the French fa&ory, with an account 
of their miferable fituation, and Mr. Law was fo hu- 
mane as to fend them every neceflary they wanted. 
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fpectacle, were placed upon a fried, not far from the 
viceroy's palace, were they where relieved with great 
humanity by the French and Dutch chiefs, as well as 
by the Arabian merchants. 

On the 1 8th of July the Subah arrived, and on the 
25th the poor prifoners were led to his palace to know 
their future fate; but it happened that no audience 
could be given them on that day : and in the evening 
the S 1.1 ban's pnindmother interceded for their reftora* 
tion to freedom, at a feaft celebrated in honour of the 
viceroy's return home. 

The next morning, very early, the unhappy fiifferers 
waiting the Subah's patting to his palace of Mooteejeel, 
and paying him, as foon as lie came near them, the 
ufual homage, he call his eyes on them with an ap- 
pearance of fome companion, and ordered their irons 
to be knocked oft-'; he at the fame time ordered two of 
his officers to conduct them wherever they fliould be 
inclined to go, and charged them to prevent any intuit 

being offered to their perfons. 

As foon as Mr. Holwell and his friends ohramcJ 
their difcharge, they took boat, and arrived at Coicc- 
madad, a Dutch fettlementj whenre they cmbaikcJ, 

and failed for England. 

Meffis. Watfon and Clive, foon after this dreadful 
cataftrophe, made their appearance before Calcutta, 
and entirely reduced the place. The Subah, new 
more enraged than ever, led his army towards Calcutta, 
and encamped within about a mile of the town, wlwn 
Colonel Clive attacked him fo vigoroufly, that thr 
viceroy was forced to retreat, after having Umatnci a 
confiderable lofs in killed, wounded, and prifoners 

The town of Calcutta is fituatcd on the banks ot tiu 
river Finely, which is an arm of the Gangri. «J| 
veiy large, but appears rather uncouth to thecyf I. 11. 
the llrange irregularity of its buildings. Isvery per , 
who erects a houfe, pleafes his own fancy vvulnelpuf 
to the manner of the edifice, without pavin- an> . ■ - 
tention to the uniformity of the town s fo that Inny 
fmail, elegant and mean, are blended together I\w 
the centre of the town is the old for r, iii wh. h . u 
place of confinement called the Black \M*> "\ . 
before mentioned, the unhappy hndilh "<» 
moil wretched puniOuixrQt by order of the MhoD 

rajah Do wl ah. . . ft n r L 'r 

About a mile fiom the town, by the fid • 
river, is the new fort, which is a very h^dlo.n ; 

rtrong building. It is furrounded w.th . I . ■ » _ 
ceedingfpac ious, containing maga'/uus 
racks for Ioldiers, and elegant iiparnrw ;^ , „ 

fuettive officers ; bcfides whuh, then a. h 1 ■ ^ 
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or the accommodation of the engineers andctn. 



ficcrs who rcfidc at Calcutta. 
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In the environs of Calcutta are federal beautiful vil- 
iJes which contain many elegant buddings, the 

..nirv reliances of Englifh gentlemen/ who retire 
we particularly in the hot feafon, to enjoy the benefit 
of the air, which is cooler, and much more wholefome, 

th Of?he°many difeafes caufed by the heat of the cli- 
at e the moft fatal is that called the pucker fever, 
which carries off the pcrfon feized with it in a very 
fhort Ipacc of time. It is faid that lefs women die here, 
n proportion, than men, which is attributed to the ab- 
/ternioufnefs of the former, and the intemperance of 

th Madras, or Fort St. George, or Madrafpatan, (fig- 
nifying, in the Indian language, the town of Madras,) 
is a capiral fettlcment of the Englifh in India, and is 
fituated in 80 degrees eaft longitude, and 13 degrees 
north latitude. It is near 4800 miles eaft of 
and the fun rifes and fets fix hours fooner at Madras 
than with us. 

This place is by no means convenient \ for the ocean 
beats with prodigious violence againft the more, and 
it is fubjedl to inundations from a fak water river be- 
hind it ; nor is there a drop of £refh water to be got 
within a mile of it. It has a fort and garrifon, and in 
the middle of the fort is the governor's houfc, which is 
a handfome (tone building. 

In the town are feveral handfome ftreets, with good 
houfes. The Europeans inhabit what they call the 
White Town, which forms an oblong fquare of about 
a mile long, furrounded by walls. The Englifh church 
here is a very pretty ftructure, with an handfome altar, 
a carved gallery, and an organ. 

The Black Town, occupied by -Armenians, Indians, 
Portugucfe, and others, is near two miles in circumfe- 
rtnee, and encompafled by a very thick bi ick wall, for- 
tified in the modern manner. The ftreets are wide, 
but the houfes mean. It is a place of confiderable 
wealth, however, and very populous. In this town 
there is an Armenian church, as well as feveral fmall 
pagodas, to which belong great numbers of finging 
girls. 

The trade of this colony is chiefly in the hands of 
Armenians and Jews. The article* the Englifh deal 
in are diamonds, chints, callicos, &cc. 

Madras was taken by the French in 1746, but ref- 
tored die following peace. In 1758 they attacked it 
again under General Lally, but were rcpulfed by the 
forces under the Generals Lawrence and Draper. 

Some years fince it was computed that the towns and 
villages belonging to Fort St. George contained 80,000 
people, 5000 of whom were Europeans. 

Trade is carried on from hence to all parts eaftward 
of die Cape of Good Hope : but the largeft fliips ufe 
the Mocha, Perfia, and Surat markets, with Bengal 
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__ r ™ 6 w„v. a> vvuiui icccn tJie belt market 
prices here, axe wines, beer, ale, cyder, chcefe, cold 
and Hlver ace, worrtcd and thread (lockings lead 
«m ware, looking-glaflls, &c. &c. g ' 

J he nabob of Arcot has 
•iltancc from Madn 

will* mm ' - -I I--T- *->v puirtu miii:aa or 

S of Jn? apCnUr ? ° f colon ^es admit the light in 
of doors V,n *r?^ nd 5^" P«ica. ferve the p^rpofc 



elegant villa at a little 
fupported by pillars inftead of 



' I door* Tlw. All r 1 . C I uic purpoic 

rv Tnd "onen , J i arc ' ,,tcftur c is thus dcgaWly 
mm rctrtat in a climate Jo exceeding fultrv 

lofiy rocks ™i i arC rum ; untlcd b y » w *» a»d five 
^ a wall rS^M tlu ' f V. owm are feparatcd 

^fSf fitiited four COl °7 an , d fort bdo «Sing to the 

x.t ' ln thc year 1686 this nlar* U^k. 



ytnr 1686 this place was bought 



for the confideration of 90,000 pagodas, by the gover- 
nor of Fort Sc. George, for the Eaft India. Company* 
and is eftecmed a fituation of great cenfequence to the, 
Englifh. In 1758 it was taken by the French forces 
under the command of General Lally, who blew up the 
fortifications; but fortune afterwards turning her back 
upon the victors, they were forced to give up to thc 
Englifh moft of their pofleffions. Great quantities 

of chints, callicos, and muflins, are manufactured 
here. 

Tanjore (the capital of the kingdom of Tanjore) is 

fituated in 1 1 degrees north latitude. This kingdom is 

bounded by the ocean on the eaft, by Trichinopoly on 

the weft, by the river Coleroon on the north, and on 

die fouth by the territories of two great perfonages, 

ftiled polygars, or lords. The Englifh have a forr, 

with land belonging to it, near thc mouth of the Cole- 
roon. 

When General Lally made his appearance before this 
place in 1741, he privately erected batteries at the very 
time he was pretending to commence a negociation 
with the prince, and even fired upon the town ; when 
the inhabitants, inflamed with a juft revenge, attacked 
the French with fuch fpirit and vigour, as to drive them 
entirely away. 

The fort poffeffed by the Englifh at the mouth of the 
river Coleroon, and which is named Davecotah, was 
granted to them by the king of Tanjore. 

Bombay is an ifland feven miles in length, and about 
20 miles in circumference, fituated in 1 3 deg. 41 min 
north latitude, on the coaft of Decan, and forms a 
commodious bay. The harbour will hold 1000 fail of 
fhipping. This is one of the Englifh Eaft India Com- 
pany s principal fettlements in India, being well forti- 
fied, and having a good garrifon. 

Bombay formerly belonged to the Portuguefe, who, 
in 1660, gave it up to King Charles II. on his efpou- 
fing the Infanta of Portugal j and the king afterwards 
gave it to the Eaft India Company. 

They have wet weather at Bombay about four months 
in the year, which is commonly preceded by a very 
violent thunder ftorm. During this feafon moft of the 
trading veflels are laid up. The rains begin about the 
latter end of May, and end in September, when the 
black merchants hold a feftival, gilding a cocoa-nut, 
which they confecratc, and commit to the waves. 

The town or city of Bombay is furrounded by "a wall 
and ditch a mile long, and has a good caftle The. 
land is laid out principally in groves of cocoas, rice 
fields, and onion grounds. This place is a great mart 
for cotton for the Englifh trade to China. 

There is not a place in the world where there is a 
greater medley of different nations than in the prefiden- 
cy of Bombay. This region being conveniently fituated 
for commerce by fea with all maritime nations, and 
having alfo a communication by land with the Perfian 
empire, here are, be fides Europeans of all countries, 
Turks, Pcrfians Arabians, Armenians, and a mixed 
race the vileft of their fpecies/defcended from thePor- 
gucie, and the outcafts from the Gentoo religion. 

There is a race of mortals in this country, that they 
call Cafnces, who are (laves to every other tribe. They 
have black woollv hair, and came originally fror- 
fna, in thc fouth uromontorv of a R;^ t-i. 



fcnfible of their inferiority, in education at leaf], if not 
in nature, to the Moors, Hindoos, and Chriftians, and 
feem contented with their fituation. They are fo li- 
quated to ilavery, that they feem to have loft all de" 
fire of freedom, and to be happier in the ferviee of a 
good maftcr, who is their protcclor, than they would 
be in a ftatc of independence. 

The native, of this country are more Him, and gene- 
rally of a lhorrer ftature, than Europeans. It is a cu- 
rious fight to fee their children running about naked, 
and peaking by the time they are half a year old. It 
mult be afton.fh.ng : to a traveller, on his vifit to ihefe 
pans, tu be Wuted by thole little figures, who, after 
jSivmg lmn the faalain, (putting their hand* to their 

^ * 4 ftrehead*. 
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foreheads, and bowing to the ground,) will afk for 
fomething ; for all the children of the lower cafts are 
great beggars, and they go ft ark naked until they are 
nearly at the age of puberty. Their mental faculties, 
as well as their bodily powers, arrive much fooner at 
maturity than thofe of Europeans, nor do they fo foon 
decay as is commonly believed. 

Children are all taught reading and arithmetic in the 
open air. They learn to diftinguifh their letters, and 
the figures they ufe in their arithmetic, by forming 
them with their own hands, either in the fand, or on 
boards. 

In Bombay, where people of fo many different na- 
tions are collected together, there is a kind of language 
which is compofed of the moil common words of the 
language of each nation, and of natural figns. Con- 
vention is carried on, in a great meafure, by gefticu- 
lation, pointing, and various diftortions of countenance. 
This affords to a ft ranger a ludicrous fpectacle; and 
as the Hindoos fpeak in a very loud tone of voice, it 
appears difngrreable to grangers, before cuftom (that 
reconciles us to every thing) renders it familiar. Yet 
their voices arc not harfli, but naturally fweet and me- 
lodious. 

The trade of a potter is an excellent one in this coun- 
try i for the Gentoos never ufe the fame pot or plate 
twice; that would be pollution: but as to plates, their 
place is generally fupplied by the broad and tough leaves 
of banian trees, and they ufe no fpoons. The carni- 
vorous appetites of F.uropeans fhock them; for, the 
warriors excepted, the Gentoos eat no flelh meat. 
Certain other cafts are allowed to eat fifh. Of the 
Englifh, particularly, they fay, (baking their heads, 
" Ah ! Englifhmans eat ' every thing, fight every 
thing." 

The chief Iflands near Bombay are Butcher's Ifland, 
Elephanta, and Salfette. The firfr. is fo called, from 
r;reat numbers of cattle being kept on it for the ufe of 
Bombay ; and the fecond has its name from the enor- 
mous figure of an elephant cut in ftone, and which, at 
a diftance, appears as if alive, the ftone being exactly 
of the colour of that quadruped. 

Salfette lies to the northward of Bombay, being about 
aG miles in length, and 9 or 10 broad. Here is a 
ruinated place called Canara, where are feveral caverns 
in rocks, which confiderably gratify the curiofity of 
fuch Europeans as vifit them. The foil of this ifland 
is extremely fertile, and abounds with great plenty of 
game. It was originally comprehended under the re- 
gality of Bombay, and of conlequence became the pro- 
perty of the Englifh crown when Bombay was given to 
Charles II. but the Portuguefe defrauded them of it ; 
though it is fo connected with Bombay, that the people 
thereof cannot fubfift without it, having almoft all their 
provifions from it. The Portuguefe, however, loft it 
by an invafioi: of the Marattas j and they ceded it to 
the EngliJh at the conclufion of a peace with them 

a. few years back. 

The Maratta nation are equally bred' to arms and 
agriculture. The ufe of the former they have learnt of 
the Europeans; though they depend greatly on targets, 
which will turn the ball of a piftol, and even that of 
a mulket, from fome diftance. If their mufkets are 
but very indifferent, their fwords are excellent, and 
they ufe them with great execution. Their targets arc 
quite round, and rife in the center nearly to a point. 
The horfes on which they ride are fmall, aftive, and 
will go through any fatigue. 

We fliall now give an account of the celebrated pi- 
rate, Konna Ji Angria, whofe dominions were taken 
from him by the Englifh. 

This notorious and common difturber, about a cen- 
tury ago, from the humble condition of a private indi- 
vidual among the Marattas, rofe to the elevated fphcrc 
«f admiral, and fcrved in the wars againft the Mogul. 
Being, in conlequence of his fervices, appointed go- 
vernor of the little Ifland of Severndroog, lie took the 

liberty to fcizc many vcffcU that he had once the com- 

3- 



mand of, and became a very formidable en 
time. He took feveral of the fea-ports belong m 
his countrymen, and extended his depredatio^"^ t(> 
dually near 60 leagues along the coaft. S & ra " 

The fucceflbrs of this man, by a ferica of rr 0 ol r 
tune on their fide, became at length fo powtrW 1 
with their power fo daring, that they feized not' ( 1 
the veflels of their countrymen, but likewife all F 
ean and Moorifh mips that they met with ; f 0 thattl" 
-aft India Company were under the neceflity of taki ^ 
meafures to cnifli thefe common robbers. No attc ^ 
againft them, however, fucceeded till the year 17 
when Commodore James, with a fmall fleet of fixflu^ 
under his command, levelled fix of Angria's forts wit? 
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the ground, and dcitroyed feveral ftiips that were rid 
in his harbours. 

It is here to be obferved, that the fucceflbrs of the 
firft pirate, Angria, were all of the fame family 



ami 



name. 



In February 1756, Rear Admiral Watfon and Co 
lonel CI ive anchored in the road of Geriah (the 
ftrongeft place belonging to Angria) and fnrnmone'd 
the fort to furrender j but the anfwer was, that the Wn 
would be defended to the la ft extremity. Next d.-y" 
however, fome relations of Anuria came to the ad- 
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weighed, and ftood in for Geriah harbour. The en- 
gagement commenced about two o'clock, and ,ihou: 
leven Mr. Clive left the fhips with the l'lcr. undiv 
his command ; landed at a convenient phio , rafiwan 1 
of the fort, and was foon joined by a confuierabk Ma- 
ratta reinforcement. 

The bomb veffels threw fli ell's continually info the 
fort till the next day's dawn ; and on this day a i'camd 
fummons was fent to the fort to furrender. The an- 
fwer was, that the fort would be defended. 

A general attack now began, and about two in t'jc 
afternoon,, a magazine in the fort blowing up, a rUj ul 
fubmiffion was dilplayed about four. 

Upon this, the admiral demanded immediate ad- 
mittance into the fort; but the meftengcr whom the? 
admiral had fent returning with an anfwer hy no 
means fatisfactory, the attack was renewed, and duy 
then foon hung out a flag of furrender. 

Mr. Clive, who had confiderably annoyed the encrry 
by land, then came on board the admiral's fiiip, in 
company with an officer from the fort, with articles of 
capitulation, which were agreed to, and Gen ah be- 
came poiTefled by the Englifh, with very little lols 
there not being above twenty men killed. 

Angria, who had prudently efcaped from the fort 
before it wa* attacked, was now totally ruined. A 
prodigious quantity of ftores and ammunition, nipeis 
to the amount of 100,000 pounds fterling, and eKvris 
to the value of about 30,000 more, were found in U:c 

Tort. , 
Angria left in the fort his mother, his wife, ami two 

children; and a very affecting fcene palled \M^vn 
thefe captives and the admiral, as the reader will una 
in the following quotation from Captain Ives s voyage 

to India. . f M 

" The admiral, with great humanity, lays i\ r, 
Ives, « vifited thefe unfortunate captives. Upon - 
entrance they all made a reverential bow even ro m 
very ground, fhedding many tears. I lie ; m - 
bade them be comforted, prom fin g them t la ^ 
mould fuffer no injury. Angria's mothe. 
aflcfted, cried out, that the people had no 1 in , 
no fon, her daughter no hufband, the ^ 
thcr." Mr. Watfon replied, « he would be ihtu 

and their friend." 

Upo; 
innoce 
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M, intention to fettle thefe poor captives at Bom- 
waS knf^fhev afked permifllon to remain at Genah. 
bay; . bl1 l^Llv ftands in a plain that was once en- 

f°T^Ef but which now wears a much lefs plcafing 
Iwt villas, d ^ . g aboitt four miks , clrcum . 

r P , fortified wirh a double wall, and defended by 
fcren r , * it has a clitcH near thirty feet wide. In this 
t0W v n 1 e e i a rock about 300 feet high, On the fum- 
t0 - nfwhich h a pagoda, Trichonopoly is the key of 
Taniore ami Madura, and gives them great influence 
ft was a principal fcene of our military operations laft 

Wi Tn die vear i7<3 the French made an attempt to 
,,ke it by furprize; mainly furmifing, that firing alone 
would terrify the garrifon, they turned a couple of 
^.,r 1 2 pounders on the battery againft the town, having 
nrevioufly fcaled the outer wall. They were however, 
-hroueh the exertion of equal judgment and bravery, 
entirely repulfed, and upwards of 360 Europeans were 

made prifoners. ' . 

Madura, which was taken by the Englifh in 1757, 
is the capital of the province of Madura, and is a large 

fortified town. o. t j* /** 1 ,1 

At Tellicherry the Eafl: India Company have a well 

defended factory. The town (lands at the back of the 
forr, and lias a ilonc wall round it. The religion of the 
place is that of the Gcntoos; there are, however, fome 
few black Chriftians who live protected by the fac- 
tory. A fine deep purple opium is produced here- 
about. 

The Englifh have alfo a factory with a fort and gar- 
rifon at Anjengo, which is farther to the fouth. 

SECTION X. 

VoJfe(fions of the French in India. 

THE capkal of the French fettlements in India is 
Pondicherry, on the Coromandel coafl; it is a 
large handfome town, fituated in 80 deg. 30 min. eafl 
longitude from London, and 12 deg. 20 min. north 
latitude. The ftreets are all regular, and the principal 
one not lefs than half a league long. The city is fur- 
rounded by a wall, and has 6 gates, 10 or 18 baftions, 
and upwards of 400 cannon mounted^ exclufive of 

mortars, bombs, &c. 

Pondicherry ftands upon a low ground, and vcflels 
cannot anchor nearer than within about half a league; 
even the canoes cannot come up to it by fomc way; fo 
that the blacks convey perfons and mercantile articles 
to the fleet in flat-bottomed boats. 

The chief buildings in Pondicherry are, the houfc 
flf the Governor, the Jefuit's houfc, and an elegant 
frruclurc in the Company's gardens. The houfes in 
common confifl only of one ftory, as is ufual in molt 
of the towns of the piovincc. The Gencoos generally 
fhep in their courts, or on the tops of their houfes: 
thefe people toil hard in their respective profeflions, 
fuchas weaving, painting, &c. for about a penny per 
day, and their ufual food is boiled rice 5 for the coun- 
try, notwithstanding its natural drynefs, produces great 
quantities of that neccflary of life, owing principally 
to the unwearied induftry of the Gcntoos, who at pro- 

rerdiftances dig wells in the fields for refrefhinrr the 
ground. fa 

Mahometans arc never animated by the laud- 
able Ipiru of indullry in the Gentoos, but arc as indo- 
Kntaml lazy as the former arc affiduous and careful. 

T ^. vernor » when honoured with a vifit from any 
E eat perionnge, is attended by three hundred peons, 

oer?n ! t ; 8 T 1 ? * and whcn hc Soes out on any public 
whir u . 1 n C n rr i ed on a P^anquin, the canopy of 
Which .s embelhlhed with the morf fupcrb ornaments. 

the IWW 17 1 W L h,ch in thc y rar ,6 93 was taken by 
^ Dutch from the French, and reftored to them at 



the nevr r,f » r • 1 .» ancl rc,torea to tlicm at 

lift but rL R ^ ck ' was « in »7S*» ^ken by thc Eng. 
m > ^ reaorcd in 1763. I c ww again taken by tfic 



Englifli in October 1770, but reftored to them by the 
peace in 1783. 

Karieal is an ancient city and fettlement belonging 
to the French, and lies in 40 deg. 34 min. north lati- 
tude^ about four leagues fouth of Tranquebar, and 
25 fouth of Pondicherry. The town contains five Ipa- 
cious pagodas, nine lefler ones, four mofques, between 
fix and feven hundred houfes, and about five or fix 
thoufand people. 

Tiroumale Rayan Patuam, which is under the ju- 
rifdiftion of Karieal, and lies to the fouth of it, is a 
large town, containing four large pagodas, near 30 
lefler ones, four mofqnes, and about 500 brick houfes, 
exclufive of 24 public inns for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

Chandernagore, belonging to the French, is fur- 
rounded* by a wall, and well fortified ; it was, however, 
reduced by Meflrs. Watfon and Pocock, in conjunc- 
tion with Colonel Clive. Chandernagore has rather 
the di fad vantage of being rather expo fed on the weft- 
em fide; but its harbour is excellent, and the air is as 
pure as it can be on the banks of the Ganges. Here is 
a very ccnfiderablc manufacture of handkerchiefs and 
flriped mud ins: this, however, has not made Chan- 
dernagore the rival of Calcutta, whofe immenfe opu- 
lence enables it to engage in the mod extenfive com- 
mercial undertakings. 

SECTION XL 

Portuguefe, Dutch, and Danijh Poffeffions in India. 

THE principal place belonging to the Portuguefe 
in India is Goa, fituated upon an ifland about 
1 2 miles in length and 6 in breadth, furrounded by a 
river of fait water falling into the ocean a few leagues 
below the town, and forming a mod excellent harbour. 
It lies in 1 5 deg. 20 min. north lat. and 74 deg. 20 
min. eaft long, from London. The houfes, which are 
of ftone, are fpacious and handfome; and there are 27 
churches and convents, befides a cathedral, a noble 
hofpital, a houfe of inquifition, and other public 
buildings. 

Two veflels fail annually from Macao to Goa, laden 
with china and other articles, that are reje&ed at 
Canton; the owners of which are generally Chincfo 
merchants. 

The ifland produces a great variety of excellent, 
fruits, though but little corn ; and here is a plenty of 
hogs and fowls. 

Great homage is paid by the flaves of Goa to their 
fuperiois, who attend them with umbrellas to fhelter 
them from the fun. The ladies wear rofaries of gold and 
filvcr, golden bracelets, diamond pendants, and pearl 
necklaces. They wear no (lockings, but have very 
elegant flippers. 

The chief food here is roots and fruits, with rice 
and bread. The poorer fort of people fubfifl Upon 
boiled rice, with a little fait fifli, or fruit pickled. 
Very little butcher's meat is eaten; for the flelh in ge- 
neral is lean and unwholefome. 

Thc religion of the people here is that of the Ro- 
mifh church; and the Court of Inquifition (that in- 
famous tribunal) proceeds with a mod cruel rigour 
againft fuch as are (tiled heretics. 

Diu, or Dio, is a city fituated on an ifland that bears 
the fame name in the Gulph of Cambaya; the ifland 
is three miles long, and two broad, and is divided from 
the continent by a narrow channel. Thc city is large, 
and furrounded with a (lone wall well fortified j it lias 
a very fafe harbour, and was formerly a place of good 
trade: the harbour is defended by two Itrong catties 
on the land, and every approach on the fea fide is pre- 
vented by urodigious roclcs and clifts. 

The buildings in this city arc fuperior in grandeur to 
thofe of mod other cities in India, being principally 
built with free-done and marble. The city llanos 
an eafy afcent from the great caftlc, and has five dt 
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fix fine churches, befidcs convents, elegantly adorned 
with paintings, &c. The churches form a rno* plea- 
fing profj** from the fea, having their beautiful fronts 

towards^. ^ was attackcd an d plundered by the 
Mufcat Arabs, who did it fomuch damage that it hath 
not to this day recovered its former fiplendor. 

Meliapour, about three miles fouth ot rort J>t. 
Geor K e, was once the mod confiderable place on the 
Commanded coafi. The Portuguefe raifcd it from the 
vcr"eof ruin to a (late of opulence and magnificence, 
bur°were ditven fi om thence by the Moors, when it 
became fubject to the king of Golconda, but was re- 
duced by the French in 1666; the Dutch, however, 
in conjunction with the king of Golconda, about four 
ve a rs after, took it from the French; upon which the 
fortifications were entirely deftroyed, and never re- 
paired afterwards. The inhabitants are Gentoos, Por- 
tuguefe, and Moors, and others of different nations. 

Balicut; the capital of the kingdom of that name, is 
fituatcd to the fouth of Tellicherry. It is furrounded 
by a biick wall: there are about 6000 brick houfes, 
molt of which have gardens. 

Mere all nations are admitted, though none have any 
fway. The lb ve reign is a Bramin; and this is almolt 
the only throne in India that is rilled by apcrfon of the 
firft clafs. He is fliled Samorin, or Emperor, and is 
the mod potent of the Malabar princes. 

No police is eftablifhed here, and rhe trade, which 
is loaded with imports, is almoft entirely in the hands 
of a few of the vileft Moois in India. This was the 
fnft place at which the Portuguefe landed in 1498, 
after their difcovery of India. 

Contiguous to the Prince's dominions i9 the country 
of the Raja of Sarimpatan; the natives of which are a 
civilized, juft, and humane people; ,and it is faid their 
country was never yet conquered. 

Cochin, a city fituatcd in a kingdom of the feme 
name, lies in ten degrees north latitude. There arc 
two towns of the name of Cochin, the Old and the 
New; the latter was built by the Portuguefe, and had 
ieveral very handfome houfes, as well as churches and 
monaiteries; many of which were deftroyed by the 
Dutch, who took this place in the year 1662, aiTiftcd 
by the king of Cochin, who had been extremely ill 
tiled by the Portuguefe. 

The above monarch, at the time Cochin was taken 
from him by the Portuguefe, had piefcrvcd his do- 
minions, which have been repeatedly invaded by the 
natives of Travancor, a country extending from Cape 
Comoian to the frontiers of Cochin; and it is from 
neceflity he dwells in the Old Town. His revenue is 
144,000 livres, ftipulated to be paid him by ancient 
capitulations, out of the produce of his cuftoms. 

The ki.ig of Cochin lives in the Old Town, which 
is fituatcd on a river half a league from the fea, and 

has feveral pagodas. 

In this place is a colony of indufbious Jews, who are 

white men, and abfuidly boatt that their anccltors were 
fettled lee at the oera of the Babylonifh captivity; 
they have, however, been certainly here a very confi- 
derable time. They have a fynagoguc, in which their 
records arc prefcrved with great care. 

Canannr is a confiderable town in the kingdom of 
tin' fame name, with a molt commodious harbour, and 
is lituatrd in 1 a degrees north latitude. The Dutch 
have a fort here of great extent. This place was origi- 
nally poflVfTed by the Portuguefe, from whom the 
Dutch took it in the year 1660. It is a very populous 
town, and inhabited principally by Mahometan mer- 
chants. The chief articles in trade here are pepper, 
ginper, raffia, ambergris, mirobolans, tamarinds, and 
previous Hones. 

At t in- bottom of the hay there is a large town inde- 
pendent of the Dutch, under the jurifdiction of a prince 
who can bung 30,000 men into the field. 

Near (Miaiidrriuigore is Chinfura, more generally 
known by the name of Dougli, whore the Dutch have 
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a fort, but no other poiTeffion whatever, the terr 



round it depending on the government of the 
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To the north of Calcutta is Hugley. The°Du^j' 
diftance from the river. It is defended* by a ftroVg fof 



have a factory here, creeled in an open place, at 



trefs, and fut rounded by a very deep ditch. 

Saumelpour is a fmall place, but celebrated for ' 
precious (tones, which are not, as in other places & 
from mines, but found in the fands of the river. Gre^ 
numbers of people are employed in fearching for thcf C 
valuable articles. 

Bandel is a factory for the fale of women to the Moon 
and Dutch. It was formerly the chief feat of the P 0 r 
tuguefe commerce; and there are fome miferable 
wretches remaining, who employ themfelves principal 
ly in the above fhocking traffic, and are at the diftance 
of about 80 leagues from the mouth of the Ganges. 

Chaligan is a place where the Portuguefe once efau 
bli flied a fort of abfohite or fovereign power, and 
formed an alliance with the robbers of different nations 
who took refuge here, and acknowledged no fubordina- 
tion to any prince whatever, not even to their own. The 
Mogul, however, finding them too trouble/bine to be 
borne with, fent a force againfl them, and totally ex- 
tirpated them. The town has no confiderable manu- 
facture. It lies in 23 deg. north lat. near the motith of 
the mofl ealterly branch of the Ganges. 

Tanquebar, a fettlement on the coaft of Coromandel, 
is claimed by the Danes, It is fituated in 1 1 deg. 16 
min. north lat. furrounded by a wall, and is about two 
miles in circumference. It was purchafed of the king 
of Tanjorc by the Danes in the year 1631. Theftreets 
are wide, and have a brick pavement on the fides. The 
habitations of the Danes, and other Europeans, are of 
brick and (tone, but with only the ground tioor. Thofe 
of the Indians are very mean. 

The Danifh mifTionaries here have a congregation 
which thrives, though vigoroufly oppofed by the Popifh 
miifionarics. They have a fchool here for youth, who 
are inftructed in the Protectant faith. They have alio 
a printing-office and a paper-mill. The town is fup- 
pofed to contain about 5000 inhabitants, and has a moft 
agreeable pmfpect from the fea. It Rood a fix months 
fiege in 1699, againfl: the king of Tanj ore's forces, af- 
fifted by the Dutch, and would, in all human probabi- 
lity, have been taken, had not Governor Pitt fent a 
reinforcement of Englifh from Fort St. George to lti 
relief. 

The fondnefs for the manufactures of Coromandel, 
when it fir (t began to prevail here, infpiied the Euro- 
peans trading to the Indian Seas with a refutation of 
formi ng fcttlements there. The firft colonies wcrcefta- 
blifhed near the fhore. Some of them obtained a let. 
tlemcnt by dint of force. Moft of them were formed 
with the confent of the fovcreigns, and all were confined 
to a very narrow track of land. The boundaries of each 
were marked out by an hedge of thorny plants, whi d\ 
was their only defence. In procefs of time, however, 
fortifications were raifed, the colonifts incrcafed, and 
each colony llourifhed in proportion to the prudence 
and opulence of the nation which founded it. 

The greatcU part of the trade of the coaft of Coro- 
mandel is now in the hands of the Europeans: thonWi 
for fome time it was noobjeft of their attention, being 
feparated by inacceflible mountains from Malabar, 
where thefe bold navigators endeavoured roiYuh;. hpius 
and aroniatics, which principally engaged t hor vic*>, 
were not to be found there. In fhort, civil AM™"™ 
had banifhed liom it tranquillity, fecurity, and in Uu itry. 
At this period the empire of Bifnagar, to which # 
extcnlivc country was fubject, was verging to r»j j 
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affumcd the prerogative of kings, juft when tnc j- 
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SECTION XII. 

tfbe Kingdom of Golconda 




ttIS kingdom extends 160 miles along the bay 
of Bengal, in the form of a crefcent, and is about 
- m : ks in the broadeft part from eaft to weft. It has 
B&r on the fouth, the mountains of Gata on the 
IcRnd thofe of Orixa and Baligate on the north. It 
Tfamous for its diamond mines ; in fome of which the 
diamonds lie fcattered within a few fathoms of the 
rarth's fur face; and others are difcovered in a mineral 
in the rocks, more than forty fathoms deep. The 
workmen dig into the rock, and then, by means of fire, 
(often the ftone, and fo proceed till they find the vein, 
which often runs two or three furlongs under the rock. 
All the earth is brought out, and, after great care 
bellowed on it, produces ftones of a confiderable fize, 

but of different fhapes. 

In order to difcover the fituation of thefe (tones, the 
workmen build a cittern of clay : on one fide, towards 
the bottom, is a fmall aperture, which, when clofed 
up, the earth containing the diamond is thrown into 
the ciftern : water is then poured in to foften the earth, 
and afterwards drawn off by means of the fmall drain. 
•When the ciftern is clear from mud, the gravelly fand 
is critically fearched, during fun-mine, for the dia- 
monds, the luftre of the ftones themfelves aflifting the 
fearchers in their endeavours to find them. 

The fuperintendants are obliged to look after the 
workmen with the utmoft vigilance, left they fhould be 
tempted to embezzle any of the precious articles which 
they are employed to difcover. One of them was once 
detected in putting a fmall ftone into the corner of his 
rye; and there have been many instances of their fwal- 
lowingthe diamonds. 

All diamonds that exceed the weight of a pagoda are 
the king's property ; but all of an inferior weight ap- 
pertain to the merchants. 

The largeft diamond ever found was prefcnted to the 
. Mogul: it weighed 279 carats, each carat being four 
grains. 

There have been attempts to make artificial diamonds, 
but with no degree of fuccefs, the belt of them falling 
very (hort of the genuine ones. 

The real diamond is the hardeft fubftance that hath 
hitherto been difcovered : when polifhed it is perfect- 
ly clear, admirably pellucid, and exceeds all other 
precious ftones in the fplendor of its rays, and the luftre 
reflected' from its furfaces : but in the dark it does not 
ihine, as it hath no light of itfelf. 

The chief harbour of this kingdom is Mafulipatan } 
and the country extends from the gulph of Vifapour. 
It once formed part of a very extenfive empire, fub- 
ject to the emperor of Bifnagar, and comprehended 
nearly the whole of the peninfula, from the northern 
extremity of Orixa to Cape Comorin. 

The chief city is Golconda, fituated about 238 miles 
weft of Mafulipatan, and about 200 north-weft of Ma- 
dras, , n a good foil, and falubrious air. It is furround- 
eel with (tone walls and deep ditches, divided into tanks 
or pom s of clear water. It has many qrand mofques, 
»n which are the tombs of the kings of Golconda. It 
niMered greatly by an inundation in the year 16 14, when 
about 5000 houles were warned away, and fome thou- 

\a - i pt * 0plc and catlle P cr 'Aied. 

Maluhpatan is fituated on the north fide of the river 

Na vumh, winch feparates Golconda and Bifnagar, in 
drir Mn -«*fl longitude from London, and 16 

ofL fa m norrfl laMtU(k '- ^ was, towards the clofe 

Int 1 l i? U,ry, /r of the m « ft thrivin R towns in 
rill ti ? ^^advantageous of the En^ifh AAo- 
fa^tfe?"* 1 .' } ^""twfe, and Dutch, had alfo 



time about 200,000. It is now, however, only a Dutch 
factory for chines. It is furrounded by a wall and ditch, 
and towards the land fide is a deep morals, over which 
is a bridge of wood. 

The French were in pofleflion of this city in the year 
1759, u °der the Marquis de Conflans ; but it was taken 
from them by the Englifh forces under the command 
of Colonel Forde. Near the bar the waves of the fea 
are fo rapid as to make a noife like the cataracts of the 
Nile, and ibme times have almoft as great a fall. The 
heat here, efpecialLy in May, is fo intenfe, that people 
dare not ftir out of their houfes in fome parts of the 
day. 

The Englifh have a factory at Pettipoly, or Penta^ 
pooli, between 20 and 30 miles to the fouth -we ft of the 
city of Mafulipatan. The printed and dyed ftufFs of 
this place are highly efleemed : and in an ifland oppofite 
to it grows a root which makes fo deep a colour, that 
it is obliged to be mixed with other colours to make it 
lively. 

The Englifh have alfo a fmall factory about 100 
miles farther fouth, called Coletore : and ftill a little 
farther fouth is a factory belonging to the Dutch, called 
Palicate. 

SECTION XIII. 
CONCISE HISTORY of HINDOSTAN. 

THE opulence of this country attracted the notice 
of the firft conqueror of the world, and furnifhed 
an ample field for the ancient Grecian mythology. 
The 6rft authentic account of the invafion of this coun- 
try is that of Alexander the Great, the celebrated Ma- 
cedonian hero, who pafTed the river Indus without the 
leaft oppofition, received the fubmiffion of one of the 
princes, vanquifhed Porus, whofe dominions lay be- 
yond the river Hydafpes, which he bravely defended, 
but afterwards reftored him to them, for the courage 
he had (hewn in defence ofhimfelf and people. 

The Arabs, at the beginning of the eighth century, 
overran India, and fubjected fome few iflands to their 
dominion ; but they did not think proper to make any 
fettlements. 

Some barbarians from ChorafTan, about three centu 
ries afterwards, invaded India on the north fide, and 
extended their ravages to Gazurat, carrying off im- 
menfe fpoils. 

Thefe were fucceeded by Zingis Khan, who, at the 
head of his Tartars, invaded the weftern parts of India, 
about the year 1 200, and made the emperor forfake his 
capital. Afterwards the Patans reigned over the fine 
country of Hindoftan. 

Towards the clofe of the 13th century, Tamerlane, 
from Tartary, made his appearance before the north 
fide of Hindoftan, andfecuring the northern provinces 
to himfelf, gave up the plunder of the fouthern to his 
officers. He appeared refolvcd to conquer all India, 
when, at the fohcitation of the Chriflians, fuddcnly 
attacking Bajazet, emperor of the Turks, he fubdued 
and depofedhim, and found himfelf matter, on uniting 
his conquefts, of the vafl track of territory from the 
coafl of Smyrna to the borders of the Ganges. 

The hiftory of the fucceffors of the mighty Tamer- 
lane, who reigned over this vafl track, with little inter- 
ruption, more than 350 years, has been varioufly re- 
prefented ; but writers in general agree that they were 
powerful and defpotic princes, and that they committed 
their provinces to rapacious governors, by which meant 
their empire was frequently brought to a d i ft r acted ftate. 

In the year 1667 the famous Aurcngzcbe afcended 
the throne of Hindoftan, after flaining his hands with 
the blood of his father, his brother, and nephews. 
Aurengzebe may be confidercd as the real founder and 
legiflator of the emnire. He was a great and politic 
prince, and the firft who extended his domonion over 
the peninfula within the Ganges, and lived fo late as 
the year 1707. 

4 A A (tor 
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After him the empire was difputed by feveral of his 
defendants, moft of whom being (laves to their paf- 
fions, duped by their governors of provinces, or taken 
off by the ai acagetns of their rivals, held the imperial 
fwaybuta (h on time of ftrife and confufion, till Shah 
jehan was put in tranquil poflefflon of the empire, but 

died in the year 17 19. 

He was tuccecdcd by a prince of the Mogul race, 
who took the name of Mahommed Shah, and main- 
tained the empire a confiderable time againft: powerful 
opponents, till, abandoning himfelf to the fame couries 
that had been fo fatal to his predeceflbrs, Nizam, his 
principal general, and confidered as the firft fubjeft in 
the empire, invited Nadir Shah, otherwife Kouli Khan, 
the ufurper of Perfia, to invade Hindoftan. The fuc- 
cefles of Nadir Shah are well known, as well as the im- 
menfe treafures he carried from Hindoftan in 1739. 

The invafion of Nadir Shah may be confidered, in- 
deed, as putting a period to thegreatnefs of the Mogul 
empire in the houie of Tamerlane. However, when 
Nadir had fufficiently enriched himfelf, he rcinftated 
the Mogul, Mahommed Shah, in the fovereignty, and 
returned to his own country. 

A general defection of the provinces foon after en- 
fued, none being willing to yield obedience to a prince 
deprived of the power toenfoiceit. 

This circumftance brought on another invafion from 
Achmet Abdallah, trtafin er to Nadir Shah, who being 
aftaflinated in 1747, Achmec put himfelf at the head 
of a powerful army, marched againft Delhi, and b. ing 
bppofed by the Mogul's eldett fon, Piince Ahmed 
Shall, a war was carried on with various fuccefs, and 
Mahommed Shah died before its termination. 



His fon, Ahmed Shah, then afcended the imn. • 
throne at Delhi, but the empire fell daily mor 
decay. Achmet Abdallah creeled an independent! 



dorn, of which the river Indus is the general boundary 
Ahmed Shah reigned only feven years, after which 
much diforder and confufion prevailed in Hindoft 
and the people fuffercd great calamities. an * 
The power of the Great Mogul (fo called frombein 
defcended from Tamerlane, the Mongul, or Mo* f 
Tartar) is little more than ideal. This very Mo*") 
who is ftiled emperor of Hindoftan, Conqueror ofd ' 
World, The Ornament of the Throne, &c. & c# fo 
from having been compelled, more than once, to make 
the mod humiliating folici tat ions of affiftance from the 
Englifh, againft: the independent nabobs that furround 
him, is now little better than in a ftate of fubordination 
to them, and is proportionally as poor as his prede- 
ceflbrs have been wealthy. 

V We hope our readers will not think us remits 
in concluding our account of Hindoftan without entering 
into the condutJ of our late eaftern governors, &c. which 
we conjider as deviating from the plan of our work. Be- 
fides , it is a fubjetJ of fo copious a nature, that a larvt 
volume would not contain it ; therefore it is of courfe too 
prolix to be here admitted. We beg leave, however 
to obferve, that whatever tranfatJions may take place] 
from the foregoing biflory to the conclufion of our work, 
fhall be infer ted by way of fupplement in one of our latter- 
numbers , tracing the hiftory down to the lateft period, (to- 
gether with the rife and progrefs of the Eaft India Compa- 
ny,) as well as every other inter eft ing circumftance that can 
pojfibly contribute to information and entertainment. 



CHAP. 




ASIATIC 



ISLANDS 



SECTION I. 
The ISLANDS of FORMOSA, HAINAN, &c. 

WI TH refpeel to government, fome parts of thefe 
ifl.tnd» are fubject to the emperor of China, 
while others are under their own laws. 

The word Formofa, which fignifies beautiful, is pe~ 
culiarly applicable to this ifland, it being remarkably 
fertile and fine. Ir is fituated nearly oppofite to the 
province of Fo-kien, in China, and is computed to be 
216 miles in length, from north to fouth, and about 
70 miles in rhe broadeft part. Its longitude from Pe- 
king is fiom 3 deg. 20 min. to 5 deg. 40 mm. eaft: fo 
that when the fun is almoft vertical over it, the climate 
is rather hot ; but this is far from being difagreeable, 
as the violence of the heat is greatly mitigated by the 
fituation of the ifland, which is fo elevated as to receive 
the moll agreeable advantages fron the cooling breezes 
t)f the fea. 

Thus while the fun with rays intenfe ahVail, 
The y.rphyrs haften with a friendly gala, 
<ilide through the fainting Formofan's retreat, 
And quench the rage of equinoctial heat- 
That parr of the Ifl.nd of Formofa pofleflcd by the 
Chinefe pJO'luf rs great quantities of different kinds of 
I rum, 1 fpu i ;dly nee ; ami its fertility is accelerated by 
the numcions river."., whole 11 reams glide conveniently 
through it. Ai jurat a variety of fruits arc to he found 
upon it as in any other part of the Indies, particularly 
oranges, cocoas, bananas, ananas, guavas, papayas, 
cVc. Alio level al kinds of thofe produced in Europe, 
as peache s, apiicots, figs, grapes, ami chefnuts. They 
have likcwife a fort of melon, which is of an oblong 
form, and nuuh larger than thole in Europe: they 



contain a white or red pulp, and are full of a fine 
juice, very grateful to the taltc. Sugar and tobacco 
alfo grow here to the greateft perfection ; and the trees 
that produce thefe are fo agreeably arranged, that they 
appear as if calculated to embcllifh the moll beautiful 
garden. 

There are but few wild beads on this ifland, and 
thofe feldom feen, as they chiefly inhabit the inlani 
parts of ir, which are vory mountainous, and leUom 
reforted to by the inhabitants. They have fome horlls 
oxen, fhecp, goars, and hogs. They have but fnv 
birds, the principal of which is the phcafant; but the 
rivers produce great plenty of various kinds of fifli. 

As the coafts about this ifland are very high ami 
rocky, and have neither havens or fea- pom, it u al- 
moft impoflible to cftvcT; an invafion. Teovang, «"" 
Tyowang, is the only bay in the whole ifland where 
fliips of any bulk can approach, and this is fituared .'t 
the mouth of a river fo narrow, and defended by Inch 
high rocks and forts on each fide, that no enemy couM 
poflibly enter it without being rcpulfed. 

Thofe who inhabit fuch parts of the ifland as hrlonfl 
to the Chinefe have the fame manners and cufloins, 
and are under the fame government, ns thofe ol China; 
fo that a repetition of them would be heie unnec clfary j 
we (hall, therefore, only defcribe the perfons manner., 
and cuftoms of the natives. . 

The natives of this ifland, who are My eft "> 
Chinefe, are divided into 45 boroughs or towns, 3 > " 
which are in the northern part, anil 9 in the loui hcin. 
They arc in general of a low flaturc, have h'"^ 
mouths, and arc very fvarihy in complexion* 1 l y 
have a very high forehead, and are altogether great v 
ilifproportioned j for the body is very lliort, the- in* 
fmall, and the armsand legs remarkably long. 

Their 
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Their drefs con fids only of a rough piece of cloth 
tied round the waift, and reaching to the knees : but 
they adorn their bodies with the figures of trees, flowers, 
animals, &c. in doing which they undergo fuch vio- 
lent pain, that only a fmall part of the operation muft 
be performed at one time; fo that it will take fome 
months before the whole is completed. Thefe embel- 
lifhments, however, are only permitted to fuch as have 
diftinguifhed themfelves either by feats of activity or 
courage. The better fort avoid the punifhment of ob- 
taining thefe ornaments, by ufing the hair of animals in- 
termixed with filk, and embroidered with gold and fil- 
ver. They have all, however, liberty to ornament 
their arms and ears, which they do with the greatefl pro- 
fufion. On their heads they wear a kind of coronet, 
the top of which is terminated by a plume made of the 
feathers of cocks or pheafants. In lhort, the whole of 
their ornaments, with the aukwardnefs of their fhape, 
form together a very whimfical appearance. 

As the climate of the northern part is Icfs temperate 
than the fouthern, the inhabitants are better cloathed, 
their drefs confifting of the fkins of beads, particularly 
frags, which they kill in hunting. This garment, how- 
ever, is very uncouth in its form, being fhaped like a 
veftment worn by priefts, and without ileeves. They 
wear a kind of bonnet on their heads, made of the leaves 
of bananas, and adorned with coronets placed one above 
another, in the form of a pyramid : the whole is fatten- 
ed with locks of hair of different colours, and the top 
of it, like thofe in the fbuth, is terminated by a plume 
of feathers. 

In the northern part the houfes are built after the 
manner of the Chincfe ; but thofe of the foirh are 
mean cottages made of earth and bamboo covered 
with ftraw, and fo clofe together, that they are only fe- 
parated by a very flight partition. Their cuftoms, how- 
ever, in both parts are the fame. They have neither 
chairs, tnbles, benches, or beds. Inftead of the latter 
they ufe the leaves of trees, which they fpread on the 
floor, and lay themfelves down without any fort of co- 
vering. Thvy drefs their vi&uals in a kind of chimney 
or Hove, placed in the center of the room, and are ex- 
ceeding fil: hy m their manner of eating j t . Thev have 
neither dijhe*, fpo ns, or knives, fo that when the 
piovibon h drefled, it is laid on a piece of wood or 
mat, am, they puU it to pieces with their fingers Thev 
do not take much pains in dreffin« their meat, for the 
h - s it is done the better they like it ; and fome of the in 

Their food 
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nv>H common method , for their agility | b " \ " 
'hey will even out-, u„ the fwifteft horfe. 8 ' 
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confift of hops. 



over a flow fire for nine days, after which they wrap 
the corpfe in a mat, and lay it on a higher fcaffold, co- 
vered with a pavilion made of Ihreds of filk, cloth, Sec. 
Here it remains for two years, at the expiration of 
which they dig a large hole in the ground, and bury it. 
Each of thefe ceremonies are accompanied with feaft- 
ing, mufic, dancing, &c. 

Such is the notion of humanity with which thefe peo- 
ple are poflefled, that if a perfora is exceeding ill, or 
afflicted with any painful diforder, which is not likely 

to be removed, they think it a kindnefs to difpatch 
him. r 

The government of each town or borough is confined 
fo jtfelf. Three or four of the moft ancient, who are 
known to be men of integrity, are appointed as judges 
over the reft, who determine all differences * and he 
who refufes to fubmit to the decifion is banifhed the 
town ; nor can he either return, or be admitted into any 
of the others, fo that he is obliged' to finifh his days 
without ever again participating of the natural enjoy- 
ments of fociety. 

The inhabitants of this ifland pay an annual tribute 
to the Chincfe, which confifls of certain quantities of 

grain, the tails and fkins of flags, and other productions 
of the country. 

The capital city, which is in the pofTefiion of the 
Chinefe, is called Tai-ouan-fou. It h large and popu- 
lous, and carries on fo extenfive a trade, that it is little 
inferior to fome of the moft opulent in China It is 
plentifully fupplied with all kinds of provifions, cither 
of its own product, or commodities brought from other 
countries, as rice, cotton, fugar, wine, tobacco, and 
dried venifon ; the latter of which is greatly admired by 
the Chinefe, and confidered as the moft delicious food 
They have likewife ail kinds of fruits, medicinal herbs" 

roots, gums, &c, with plenty of linen, filk, and cotton 
of various forts , 

The houfes are in general very fmall, and are built 
of clay, covered with thatch. The ftreets are lono- 
and fpacious, and the buildings on each fide have awn- 
ings, that join in fuch a manner as to cover the ftreet - 
but thefe are only ufed during the hot months, to keep 
off the exceffive heat of the fun. Some of the ftreets 
are near three miles in length, and between thirty and 
forty feet broad. Thefe ftreets arc chiefly occupied bv 
dealers, whofe (hops are furniflicd with ail kinds of 
goods, ranged and difplayed to the greateft advantage 
1 hefe mops appear very brilliant, and many people 
walk in the ftreets merely to gratify themfelves with the 
fight of fo great a variety of the richeft commodities 

The city is not defended either by walls or fortifica* 
tions ; but it has a good garrifon of horfc and foot, con- 
fifting of 10,000 men, who are principally Tartars 
Thefe are commanded by a lieutenant-general, two 
major-generals, and a number of inferior officers,' who 
are at liberty to relinquifh their foliation after having 

ierved three years, or fooner, if occafion fiiould re- 
quire. 

The harbour is tolerably good, and flickered from 
the winds; but the entrance to it is dangerous for fhips 
of burthen, the bottom of it being rocky, and the water 
not above ten feet deep at the higheft tides. 

The Ifland of Formofa was firft inhabited by the J.t- 
pancfe, about the beginning of the laft century. Thefe 
people were fo pleafrd with the appearance of thecoun. 
try, that they built levcral fmall towns, and foon fet- 
tled a colony. They were but a fliort time on the ifland, 
however, before they were interrupted by the Dutch, a 
flup belonging to whom being accidentally forced in- 
to the harbour, the people landed on the ifland, in or. 
der to obtain refrefhments, and repair the damage die 
vefTel had fuflained hy the florin. Pleafed with the up. 
parent fertility of the country, and the wholcfomenefs of 
the climate, they formed apian of circumventing the 
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was tupenor to that of the Japanefe, but were fearful of 
offending them, left it fhoukl be injurious to their trade. 

1 lowcver. 
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However, after federal felicitations for a fmali fpot of- 
ground on the ifland to build a fingle habitation, which 
proved ineffe&ual, they accompliihed their purpofe by 
ftratagem, out- witting their rivals by policy, and 
thereby gained a fufficiency on which to creel a little 
town, confiding of feverai ftrong buildings, and a good 
cattle, which they called Zealand, (i mated on fo ad- 
vantageous a fpot, that it was impoffible for any fhip to 
enter it, of whatever force, without being repulfed. 
The Japanefe, either offended at the great progrds the 
Dutch had made, or not finding the advantages they 
expected, foon quieted the ifland, and lefc the Dutch in 
fole poffeflionof ir, after which the latter creeled other 
fortifications oppofitc to their new fort, and railed fuch 
other defences, as made them complete mailers of the 

ifland. . 
The Dutch, however, with all their policy, continued 

on the ifiand but a few years ; for one of the Chinefe ge- 
nerals (a man of an enterprizing genius) being defeated 
by the Tartars, who were then at war with the Chi- 
nefe, fixed his views on Formofa, formed a refolution 
of oufting the Dutch, and eftablifhing a new kingdom 
on the ifland. Accordingly he failed from China with 
a very confiderabJc fleet, and arriving near the mouth 
of the harbour he landed fome of his men, and began to 
attack the fort of Zealand. The Dutch, not being ap- 
prehen five of any danger, were ill provided for the at- 
tack of fo powerful an enemy. However, they held 
out a three months fiege ; at the end of which time they 
agreed to abandon the ifland, on condition they were 
permitted to take all their valuables with them, which 
was agreed to by the Chinefe general, who was now lefc 
fole pofleflbr. He, however, immediately acknow- 
ledged fubmifTTon to the emperor, and feverai other 
towns were foon built on different parts of the ifland, the 
inhabitants of which have ever fince been fubject to the 
government of China. 

1 he ifland of Hainan (great part of which alfo be- 
longs to the Chinefe) is of confiderable extent, and 
fome of their towns arc very populous. It is fituated 
between 107 and no degrees eaft longitude, and be- 
tween 1 8 and 20 degrees north latitude. It is bounded 
on the eaft by the Chinefe Sea ; on the weft by the coafl 
of Cochin-China; on the north part by the province of 
Qtiang-tong, to which it belongs ; and on the fbuth by 
the channel of Paracel, which joins theeaftern coaft of 
Cochin-China. It is about 200 miles in length from 
eaft to weft, near 150 in breadth, and about 400- in 
circumference. 

Kiun-tcheou, the chief city, is fo fituated, that /hips 
lie at anchor clofc to its walls, with the greatefl fecurity. 
The ftreets are very uniform, and fome of them at leaft 
a mile in length, but the houfes in general are low mean 
buildings. 

There are feverai other confiderable cities on the 
ifland, all of which are fituated near the fea-fide, agd 
iubjeci: to the jurifdiftion of Kiun-tcheou, which is go- 
verned by mandarins of two orders, thole of learning, 

and thole of arms. 

On the fouthcrn part of the ifiand i3 a fine port, the 
hay of which is near twenty fe et deep. There is alfo 
another very convenient port on the northern parr, the 
entrance to which is defended by two fmall forts, though 
the depth of water does not exceed twelve feet. Here 

the haiks frequently come from Canton with various 
commodities, in exchange for which they take feverai 
kinds of minerals, the natural produce of the country: 
for in fome parts of the ifland there are gold and filver 
mines, as alio mines diat produce tlve lipis- lazuli, which 
the natives of Canton ufe in painting the blue porcelain. 
Between the two forts that defend the entrance of the 
northern fort, is a large plain* on which are feverai 
handfome Chinefe fepulchres* 

Though the foil is tolerably fertile, the climate of this 
ifland is in general very unhealthy, particularly the 
northern part. The (outlier n and eaftern parts ate ex- 
ceeding mountainous * but the vallics beneath are rich, 
and produce great plenty of rice. Here are likewife 
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feverai forts of very valuable trees, particularly the 
or violet-tree, which is fo fragrant in its fcent, that ^ 
Durchafed at a very high price for the fnU _r lt . li 



purcnaiea at a very mgn price for the ible ufe of th 
emperor. There is alio another tree little infe 
this : it producers a kind of liquid, which 
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gon's blood by the natives, and, if thrown into the fir " 
diffufes a fcent of the moft agreeable nature. L> 
Sugar, tobacco, cotton, and indigo, grow vcrv 
plentifully on this ifland; and they have a great variety 
of the moft: delicious fruits. ' 

Horfes, fhecp, cows, and hogs, are the chief ani- 
mals on this ifiand. On the mountains, and in the 
woods, are prodigious numbers of apes. It alfo abounds 
with various kinds of game, particularly deer and 
hares : alfo of different kinds or birds, as partridges 
woodcocks, fnipe-, turtle-dove?, and moft forts of 
water-fowl, all of which are little inferior to thofe of 
Europe. They have likewife moft forts of fifli in great 
abundance. Among thefe is a little blue fifh found 
on the rocks, which is fo beautiful as to be efteemed of 
greater value than the gold coloured rifh ; but they will 
live only a few days out of their natural element. 

The natives are fhort in flat lire, of a reddifh com- 
plexion, and fome of them greatly deformed. Their 
chief weapons are bows and arrows, in the ufe of which 
they are not fo expert as the inhabitants of Formofa. 
They have alfo a kind of hanger failencd with a girdle 
to their waift, which they generally ufe to clear the way 
in forefts, or other woody places. 

Thofe natives who occupy the center part of the 
ifland, which is very mountainous, live independent, 
being fubjedt only to their own laws and modes of go- 
vernment. They are feldom feen by the Chinefe, ex- 
cept when they make an attempt to furprize any of the 
neighbouring villages. This, however, feldom hap- 
pens ; and when it does, they are naturally fuch cow- 
ards, that half a dozen Chinefe will defeat at lead an 

hundred of them. 

Near Formofa and Hainan are a number of fmall 
iflands, called the Pifcatores, or Fifher Iftands, which 
are fituated in 23 deg. north latitude. On the weft fine 
of one of thefe iflands is a. large town, with a fort, de- 
fended by a garrifon confifling of 300 Tartars. 

Between Formofa and Luconia are a fet of ifiand* 
called the Five lfles, the northernmoft of which lies in 
20 deg. 20 min. north latitude. The iargeft of thefe 
is uninhabited, on account of its being a barren coun- 
try j but the others have feverai good towns in them, 
and are very populous. 

The hills of thefe iflands are rocky, but the valhei 
are very fertile, being well watered with running 
flreamj. They produce plenty of pine-apples, plan- 
tains, bananas, fugar- canes, cotton, pomptons, and 
potatoes; and there are alfo great numbers of goats, 

oxen, and hogs. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands arc of an olive com- 
plexion, are fhort in ftature, with round face*, low 
foreheads, and thick eye-brows. They hive black 
hair, which they cut fo fhort that it barely ton dies then- 
ears. The men wear only a cloth about their middle, 
and have no covering on their headi. The women wear 
a fhort petticoat made of coai-fi < allico, which rcache* 
from the waift to the calves of their legs. Both exes 
wear rings in their ears, made of a metal re IcmWmg 
gold, which they dig out of the mountains. 

Their houfes are fmall, and confiit only of a ic* 
pofh, bound together and covered with boughs of trees. 
The fire-place is at one end, and here they lay boards, 
on which they fleep. The houfei are built in rows one 
above another, on the fides of the rocks, and they .u- 
cend to them by the help of ladders. There is a k ma 
of ftreet to each row of houfes, which runs parallel wan 
the tops of the buildings in the row bgncath. 

Thefe iflandcrs are naturally ingenious: they unatr- 
ftand the ufe of iron, which they work into various tow** 
and build very neat boats, that referable thole with •> 
called yawls. They h ave likewife fome large ve litis, 
which they row with twelve or fourteen oars. ^ 



ASIA.] 



LA&RONE ISLANDS. 



hemfelvcs. The only 

When 



wear 



Th n « th« l X^T.nce.hc«Jed with iron A 

on the mountains in purfuit of beafts, they 

th Xfof amfour made of a'buffalo's fk.n which has 
a kind of armour ^ ^ q( th , 

t^dr at the bottom, but clofe about the fhoulders, 
*Ia i To( fSh folid fubftance as hardly to be penetrated. 
. ,„rrJ thev are a very civil people, and will neither 
Ing ;„ miarrels among themfelves, or with ftrangers. 

- n h.ifbandrv. Each man is prohibited from hav- 

r The boys are brought tip by their fathers to 
SSner and the girls work with their mothers in the 
Stations, which are in vallics, where every perfon 
£ ants as much ground as is iufficient to Amply the ne- 
Jefflties of the family. They have no ftated laws, nei- 
ther have they occafion for any : every family has one 
Wrior to whom the reft are fubfervient; and children 
Lhave with the greateft refpeet to their parents. In 
ihort, thefe people appear to enjoy real felicity, by 
f king that happinefs in their own minds, which is not 
to be found independent of ourfelves. They have no 
ambition, and therefore are notdefirous of leaving their 
own home to look after imaginary baubles. They con- 
tent themfelves with the fituation in which Providence 
has placed them, and each fuccceding day contributes 
$oincreafe their happinefs. 

If folid happinefs we prize, 
Within our breaft this jewel lies ; 

And they are fools who roam : 
The world has nothing to beftow ; 
From our own felves our ioys muft flow, 

And that dear hut our home. 



SECTION II. 

The MARIAN, or LADRONE ISLANDS. 

THESE iflands derived the appellation of Ladrones, 
or Jfiands of Thieves, (from Magellan, who dif- 
covered diem in 1521,) on account of the thievifh dif- 
pofition of the natives. They obtained the name of 
Marian Iflands from Mary, queen of Spain, .who reign- 
ed at the time of their being tuft inhabited by her fub- 
jects. 

The Ladrone Iflands lie about 600 leagues to the eaft 
of Canton in China, 700 leagues eaft from the Philip- 
pines, and 7300 weft from Cape Corientes in America. 
The principal parts of them have been for many years 
uninhabited, notwithftanding they are all pleafantly 
fmiated, and the foil in general is very fertile. The 
only one that can properly be faid to be now inhabited 
by the Spaniards, is Guam, where a governor refides, 
and where there is a very ftrong garrifon kept. It is at 
this ifland that the Manilla rrmfter (hip generally takes 
in frefh provifions and water in her paiTage from Aca- 
pulco to the Philippines. 
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linian and Rota were once very populous places; 
>ut the foimer is now ouite uninhabited ; and the latter 
contains only a few Indians, who arc employed in cul- 
tivating nee for the inhabitants of Guam. 

Guam is about 40 miles in length, and 90 miles in 
c ircurnfcrence, and the number of inhabitants are efti- 
mcd at 40005 out of which, it is iuppofed, 1000 
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fof?" r fuaI ^ re S Kk8 ' lt is pJ«*&nrly fltuated, and af- 
I u - h V uUca H c when viewed from the fea. The 
have & 1 1 : C f i k Induces little rice, but they 
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black hair, anoint themfelves with the oil of the cocoa- 
nut, and paint their teeth with red and black colours. 
Their houfes are chiefly built of ftone and timber, and 
the tops of them are covered with tiles. Their food 
chiefly confifts of cocoa-nuts, bananas, fowls, fifh, and 
pork $ the latter of which is peculiarly fweet in its tafte, 
the hogs being principally fed with cocoa-nuts, which 
grow here in great abundance. 

In many parts of thefe iflands the indigo plant grows, 
wild, as do feveral other articles, which would be very 
valuable if properly cultivated : but as the other iflands 
are uninhabited, and too remote, fo the Spaniards in- 
dulge their natural indolence, by not taking any notice 
of them. 

The natives formerly ufed flings and lances as wea- 
pons of defence; but they have for fome years been re- 
ftrained from exercifing the latter j inftead of which, 
they now ufe pieces of clay, made of an oval form, and 
baked fo hard as to be little inferior .in fubftance to ftone. 
They throw thefe with great dexterity, and feldom 
mifs the object. Some of thefe pieces or balls are fo 
large, and thrown with fuch force, that they will kill a 
man at a confiderable di fiance. 

As the natives of Guam are not always upon terms 
of friendfliip with the Spaniards, the latter always keep 
here three companies of foot foldiers. They have like- 
wife two fmall caftles, each mounting only five guns ; 
and on an eminence near the fea is a fmall battery, con- 
lifting of five pieces of cannon. 

The other iflands here, though uninhabited, afford 
a great plenty of provifions ; but neither of them have 
any commodious harbour. 

Though the I (land of Tinian is uninhabited, yet it is 
one of the moft delightful fpots in the univerfe. It is 
divided into hills and dales, both of which are beauti- 
fully diverfified with woods and lawns. The woods 
confift of tall trees, whofe fpreading branches yield the 
moft delicious fruits ; and the lawns, which are in ge- 
neral very broad, are covered with fine trefoil, inter- 
mixed with a variety of the moft fragrant flowers. 
Among the fruits is one of a peculiar nature, called 
Rhyma, and, when roafted, is ufed by the natives of 
Guam inftead of bread. Here are alfo many other ve- 
getables of a very ufeful nature, as fcurvy-grafs, fbrrel, 
mint, dandelion, creeping purflane, and water melons, 
all of which are efficacious for many diforders, particu- 
larly thofe of a fcorbutic nature. 

This ifland likewife abounds with cattle; and in the 
woods are great plenty of different forts of poultry. 
The cattle are fo numerous, that it is no uncommon 
thing to fee fome hundreds of them grazing together, 
which, when the ifland is viewed from the fea, greatly 
enhances the beauties of the profpect. The flefh or 
thefe animals is well tafted, and very eafy of digeftion. 
The poultry is alfo exceeding good, and very readily 
obtained. They are in general large, andean hardly 
fly an hundred yards at a time, fo that they are frequent- 
ly caught by being run down, which is the better ef- 
fected from the openings of the woods, that in fome 
parts are very confiderable. . 

There are two large pieces of water near the center 
of the ifland, which are well flocked with plenty of wild 
fowl, as ducks, teal, curlieus, and a bird called the 
whittling plover. The natives of Guam catch thefe 
with fnares, which are ingenioufly projected ; and this 
is the only method whereby they can obtain them, at 
they are reftraincd from the ufe of fire-arms. 

Upon this ifland are great numbers of mufketos, and 
other fpecies of infects, which, if they happen to fix on 
the fkin^will produce an immediate inflammation, and, 
if proper remedies are not foon applied, will be produc- 
tive of the moft fatal confequences. There are like- 
wife fome fcorpions and centipedes, but thefe arc fo 
few that they are feldom feen, 

This ifland was once exceeding populous, and is 
faid to have contained at leaft 30,000 inhabitants. It 
was in this fituation about the beginning of the prefent 

century, when a dreadful mortality raging among the 

4 1) inhabitants. 
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inhabitants, prodigious numbers of them died : and 
the mortality raging with equal violence in the Iflands 
Of Rota and Guam, the Spaniards obliged thofe that re- 
' tnained at Tinian to remove to Guam, in order to make 
good the deficiency by the number of fouls that had 

Eeriflied in that ifland ; fince which time Tinian has 
een totally uninhabited. 
The Ifland of Rota has not any thing in it that de- 
mands particular attention. Its chief produce is rice, 
which is cultivated by a few Indians, who live there 
tindifturbed, but are fubject to the Spanifh governor 
that refides at Guam. 

The other iflands, though uninhabited, are in gene- 
ral exceeding fertile, the air good, and the climate 
temperate. They alfo produce plenty of provifions ; 
but they are feldom vifited, on account of the great in- 
con venience arifing from the want of water for anchor- 
age. That which has the greateft convenience in this 
particular is Tinian;. but even there it is very unfafe, 
particularly from June to October, which is the fealbn 
of the welter n monfoons. 

SECTION III. 

The PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

THESE iflands, which are numerous, were difco- 
vered by Magellan in 151 9. They lie from 5 
to 1 9 degrees noith latitude, and from the 1 14th to the 
130th degree of eaft longitude, being fituated in the Pa- 
cific Ocean, 300 miles to the fouth-cafl: of China. In 
general they abound with every delicacy, and the foil is 
inconceivably fertile; but the execflive heat from their 
vicinity to the line; the innumerable noxious infects, 
and venemous reptiles ; the dreadful earthquakes, and 
the frequent eruptions from many of their mountains, 
which are volcanos j the great number of poifonous 
herbs and flowers, from which the mod pernicious va- 
pours exhale; and the terrible ftorms of thunder, light- 
ning, and rain, which fpread mocking devaluations 
around, combine to render them neither fafe or defira- 
blc. In fine, this clufter of iflands refcmbles a fair 
perfon with a foul temper. 

Beauties can thus enchanting fmiles impart, 
While fee ret malice lurks within the heart, 
'Till loll in tears the haplefs lover drowns, 
Martyr'd by falfehoods, facriflc'd by frowns. 

•The principal of thefe iflands are the following : 
1. Luconia, or Manila, This ifland is the largeft of 
the Philippines, being near 400 miles in length, and 
above 180 in breadth, is fituated in 15 deg. north lat. 
and deemed more healthy than either of the others. It 
has many mountains which contain gold, fertile plains, 
fine paftures, and fprings of the moll excellent water in 
the univerfe. It produces bufialos, flieep, hogs, goats, 
horfes, fruir, &c. 

The city of Manila lies upon an excellent bay, 
-which is circular, and near 90 miles in circumference; 
the port is of cotirfc remarkably good, and well fituated 
for the Chineieand Eaft India tiade. It contains about 
3000 inhabitants ; and, during the war of 1762, was 
taken by Admiral Cornifhand Sir William Draper. It 
was, however, ftipulatcd to be ranfomed ; butthcran- 
fom money has never yet been entirely difcharged. It 
is a handfome city, containing feveral ipacious ftreets, 
good houfes, elegant churches, decent convents, and 
tolerable colleges. The feat of the Spanifh govern- 
ment is here; The Indians pay a poll-tax ; and aeon- 
fiderable fum of money is annually allowed for the (Im- 
port of female orphans, born of Spanifh anil Indian 
parents. To this ifland the Spaniards bring divers com- 
modities j fueh as filvcr from New Spain, Mexico, and 
Peru i diamonds from Golconda ; filks, teas, Japan 
and China ware, and gold dull, from China and Japan. 
The Spaniards fend two large fhip* every year from 

hence to Acapulco in Mexico, with merchandize, and 
rtrurn back with filvcr. 

1 




before recited. 1 he inhabitants are good-natu 
humane, but exceedingly ignorant. Their ma ^ 
ceremony is nothing more than putting earth 



head of the woman, in token of her Cuboi d ina^n lllc 
and the neccflity of implicit obedience to her Ufk j 
They call thcmfclves Chriftians. They wear only 1 1 ?f 
robe of cotton or callico, which hangs to their feet -h 
men throw it over their moulders, and wrap \ t ' | 
their waifls; the women cover their heads with it in" 
hood, and clofe it at their breads ; but the men po b ^ * 
headed, and the children naked. In this ifland th*" 
is only one town, which is erected upon potts, but it ^ 
both i neon fiderable and mean, and the furniture of th* 
houfes defpicable. c 

3. Mindanao is 180 miles in length, atxl aboyt no 
in breadth : the hills are ftony, but produce many trees. 
the vallies are fertile, and well watered; and the inha- 
bitants are plentifully fupplied with all the neceflaiies 
and many of the luxuries of life. 1 

This ifland is governed by a fultan, fubordirute to 
whom are feveralpetty fovereigns, who rule over va- 
rious diftricts. The monarch, when he goes abroad 
is carried in a palanquin, and has a ftrong guard to at- 
tend him, who are armed with lances, fwords, and 
bayonets. 

The chief trade of this ifland is to Manila and Borneo- 
and the Dutch come from the Moluccas to purchaic of 
them rice, tobacco, bees-wax, &c. The common 
people are always boafting of their honefty, but prac- 
tife roguery : they (leal whatever they can lay their 
hands on ; and the magistrates, inftead of punifhing the 
delinquents, will protect them in order to partake of 
the booty. 

The inhabitants of the various diftricts, or fubje&s 
of the feveral petty kings, fpeak different languages, 

but have a general refcmblance in perfons and features. 

They are fhort of ftature, have tawny complexions, 
fmall eyes, little nofes, wide mouths, thin lips, black 
teeth, and lank hair. They are ingenious, yet indo- 
lent; active, yet lazy; and good humoured, though 
revengeful. They live on the flefh of buffalos, molt 
kinds of fowls, all forts of fifh that their feas and liver* 
afford, with rice and fago. They are, however, bntflo- 
venly in their cookery, and eat without either knives> 
forks, or fpoons. 

Some fettlements in this ifland formerly belonged to 
the Spaniards, but they were driven from hence by the 
natives, who have been ever fince extremely jealous of 
any foreigners making fettlements among them. 

The inhabitants in general are Mahometans. Thofe 
who refide in the interior parts of the country are called 
HiJanoons, and pofTefs feveral gold mines. The peo- 
ple of the north-weft part of the ifland are the moil 
lavage, and, in making war, neither give or take quar- 
ter. They allow of polygamy. The difeafes they arc 
fubject to are fluxes, agues, cholics, and the fcurvy. 

Mindanao, the capital, is fituated on the fouth fide 
of the ifland, in 6 deg. 20 min. north lat. and irj 
deg. T5 min. eafl long. It is watered by a fmall nm 
that will not admit of fliips of any eonfiderable hurihenj 
and thofe that do come up to the city, are greatly in 
danger of having their bottoms dcflroycd l>> worn) 1 ', 
which abound in that river, unlcfs they are well fhcatn- 
ed. The city is fquare, being about a iiiilrradi way: 
the houfes are built upon polls near twenty fm lnf$«j 
with ladders to amend them, according to the uHui 
fafhion of building in the Philippine Iflands : they con- 
f.ft of but one floor, but are divided by partitions into 
many apartments. The fultan's palace is fupp^u;^ »y 
1 50 wooden pillars, or rather pofls, and is >^ l,ch J^; mn 
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houfcs are matted, upon which the people fit crofs- 
i eced 'I he principal trades arc fh ip- builders, gold- 
Lifhs,' and blackfrniths. 

1 Bohol is fituatcd to the north of Mindanao, being 
about 1 20 miles in circumference : it produces cattle, 

fifh, roots, rice, and gold. 

C Layta is about 270 miles in circumference, and 
• fuuated about 20 leagues north of Mindanao : a 
chain of mountains runs through the middle, and occa- 
fions fuch a fingular variety in the climate, that while 
the northern fide is benumbed with the chilling blafts of 
winter, the fouthern parts are cheared with the genial 
warmth of fummer. The foil is in general fertile, and 
the people tolerably civilized. 

6. Paragon, by 'fome called Little Borneo, lies be- 
tween 9 and 11 deg. north lat. and 114 and 118 deg. 
eaft long, and is the remoteft of the Philippine Iflands 
to the fouth-weft : it is 240 miles in length, and 60 in 
breadth. Different parts of it have different matters : 
the interior diftricts belong to the native Indians, the 
north-eafl: parrs to the Spaniards, and the fouth-weft to 
the fovcreign of Borneo. The Indian inhabitants are 
Mahometans, and poflefs the greater!: military fpirit of 
any people who are natives of the Philippines. It pro- 
duces prodigious large figs, a fmaller fort, which is fu- 
perior in quality, and plenty of rice. 

Three inconfiderable iflands, called Calamines, lie 
to the north and north-eaft of Paragon, which are not 
remarkable for any thing but plenty of wild birds. 

7. Mindora is about 60 miles long, and 36 broad, 
and extends from 12 to 13 deg. north lat. and from 
119 to i20eaft long. It produces gold and pepper, 
and is divided from LAiconia by the Straits of Mindora. 

8. Tandaya is one of the mod eafterly of the Philip- 
pines : it is feparated from Manila by a narrow (trait, 
and is 125 miles in length, and 100 in breadth. On 
the northern coatt there is a volcano, which throws out 
fire and flames. 

9. Philippina was the firft that was difcovered of this 
clufter of iflands, and confequently gave name to the 
reft. It lies between 12 and 14 deg. jomin. north lat. 
and is the mod fertile and plcafant of all the Philip- 
pines, exhibiting a fcene of perpetual verdure ; for here 
the fun is powerful without being difagreeable. 

10. Sebu, fouth-weft of Lay ta, is 60 miles long, and 
38 broad. On the eaft fide of it is the town of Nombre 
<ie Dios. The Spanifh ftandard was firft fet up here 
by Magellan, the primitive circumnavigator of the 
world, who was afterwards murdered in this ifland by 
the natives. The town of Nombre de Dios is guarded 
by a confutable garrifon, defended by a ftrong fort 
and has a good haven. The iflnnd produces cotton' 
bees-wax, garlick, onions, and the abaca plant, of 
-which cordage and packthread are made. 

1 1. Panay lies between 10 and 1 1 deg. north lat. and 
4 10 and 121 deg. caft long, and is about 300 miles in 
circumference and has the name of being the moft po- 
pulous of all the Philippines. It is watered by many 
Jivm, and is exceeding fruitful, particularly in rice, of 
which it produces about ,00,000 bufhels annually above 
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Of all the race of animals alone, 
The bees have common cities of their own, 
And common Ions * beneath one law they live. 
And with one common dock their traffic drivel 
Each has a certain home, a lev'ral ft all % 
All is the ftate's, the ftate provides for all. 
Mindful of coming cold, they fharc the pain, 
And hoard, for winter's ufe, the fummer'sgain. 
Some o'er the public magazines prefide, 
And fome are fent new forage to provide- 
All with united force combine to drive 
The lazy drones from the laborious hive. 
Their toil is common, common is their fleep : 
They fhake their wings when morn begins to peep, 
Ruin through the city gates without delay, 
Nor ends their work but with declining day. 

13. Xolo is the moft fouth-wefterly of all the Philip- 
pines, and is governed by a fovereign prince of its own. 
It produces great quantities of rice and elephants teeth, 
and, indeed, is the only ifland among the Philippines 
in which elephants are bred. The air in this ifland is 
tolerable, being refrefhed by frequent rains. The fca 
yields pearls; and great quantities of ambergris are 
found upon the fhorer. The foil is fertile in fruits, 
nee, and pepper - t and numerous herds of cattle graze 
in the paftures. 

74. Mafbate, which lies almoft in the center of the 
Philippines, is 93 miles in circumference, and abounds 
in gold, civit, bees-wax, and fait. 

Thefe iflands produce great quantities of gold and 
other metals, pearls, ambergris, loadftones, ivory, 
pepper, bees-wax, and an excellent fruit called tanter, 
of which a moft delicious pickle is made 5 mangos, du- 
rians, oranges, which are both larger and better than 
thofe of Europe ; lemons, both four and fweet ; palm- 
trees, of which there are forty fpecies, the principal 
being the fago ; tamarinds, plantains, bananas, the 
caflia-tree, and ebony ■, moft of the common timber 
trees, fugar-canes, tobacco, indigo ; odoriferous and 
medicinal herbs, admirable flowers, and culinary ve- 
getables, particularly potatoes, &c. 

There is a fingular fpecies of cane-trees about the 
mountains of theft iflands, which being cut, yield wa- 
ter in great plenty. Thefe canes afford great relief and 
refrefliment to the natives, who would other wife be 
parched with thirft, as no running dreams or fprino- s 
are found in any of the mountains where they grow.° 

They have one plant that has all the properties of, and 
is ufed as a fubftitute for, opium ; ot this the natives 
are very fond, and frequently intoxicate themfclves 
with it. 

The camondog-tree is of fuch a poifonous nature, 
that death inftantly feizes any living creature who taftes 
either its fruit or leaves. It differs no verdure to grow 




tree, from whence a liquor flows, into which they dip 
the points of their arrows and darts, in order to poifon 
them 1 after which, a wound received from any of thofe 
weapons proves mortal. Befides this tree, there arc 
many poifonous herbs and flowers. 

The Philippines Jikewife abound in cattle of all kinds ; 
wild beads, whole flclh and (kins are valuable articles * 
horfes, Iheep, civit-cats, game-fowls, fifh, & c . * 
Alligators here are very dangerous; and the ignana* 
a kind of land alligator, does a great deal of mil chief. 
Mere are abundance of fnakes, fcorpions, centipedes' 
&c. The peacocks, parrots, cocatoos, and turtle-doves* 
arc very beautiful j the Xolo bird cats like a turkey I 
the camboxa is a well tailed fowl, peculiar to thefe 
iflands i and they have another kind of fowl, whole flefh 
and bones are mute black, but are, nevn thelcls, de- 
licious food. The hcrrero, or carpenter, is a fine lar»c 
rreen bird. It is called carpenter becauie its beak is?u> 



hard, that it digs a hole in the trunk, or fome large 
branch of a tree, in order to build its ikIU The tavan 
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yans, Portuguefe, Spaniards, other Europeans, 
mongrel breed from the whole: the make, fe 



a lea-fowl, lays its eggs in the fand, to be hatched by 

the heat of the fun. 

Monkies and baboons here arc very fugacious. Dur- 
ing the feafon, when there is 'no fruit to be got, they 
go down to the fea-fide to catch oyfters. That the fiih 
may not pinch their paws, they put a ftone between 
the (hells to prevent their fhutting clofe. 

In general the natives of theft iflands are compofed 
. of native blacks andtawnies; Chinefe, or the pofterity 
of Chinefe, who have long fettled among them ; Mala- 
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features, 

complexions, and manners of the people, confequently 
vajy from each other. 

Rice, fifli, and fruit, are the common food of the na- 
tives, who cat very little flefh. They drink water, palm 
wine, and fpirits diftilled from cocoa and palm-trees. 
The Spaniards, however, live luxurioufly, eating flefh 
at noon, and filh at night, and indulging themfelves 
with all manner of Afiatic delicacies. Spaniards, as 
v/ell as natives, fmoak tobacco; but the latter chew be- 
tel and areka. 

Swimming, bathing, dancing, mufic, and dramatic 
performances, are their amufements. Their weapons 
arc bows, arrows, lances, daggers : and darts; and they 
defend thcmfelves with helmets, fliields, and breaft- 
plates. 

Polygamy is permitted among fome of the Indian 
nations, but in others it is not allowed, except in cafes 
of barrennefs. They admit of divorces, which frequent- 
ly happen. The hufband buys the wife from her father, 
or neareft relation : a beaft is facrificed, an entertain- 
ment made of the flefh, and the bride and bridegroom 
having eat together out of the fame trencher, are deemed 
lawfully married. 

Children are either named afcer herbs or flowers, or 
from fome accidental circumftance that occurs at the 
time of their birth : but as foon as they marry they 
chufe new names, and their parents are obliged to make 

ufe of their old ones. 

The bodies of the dead are warned and perfumed, 
wrapped in filk, and put in a clofe coffin, near which 
a elicit i:> placed, that contains the arms of a man, or 
dome (lie utcnfils of a woman. Mourners are hired to 
afTift in making a difmal noife : but as foon as the body 
is buried, an entertainment is made, and all is con- 
verted to mirth and feftivity. In general they mourn 
in black garments, and fliave their heads and eye-brows. 
The real natives are exceedingly fuperftitious, piofefs 
the moll: grofs idolatry, and their religious tenets arc a 
jumble of ideas ridiculous and abfurd. 

The only accounts wc have of the Caroline or New 
Philippine Iflands, are thofe written by two prieits, 
Father Clan and Father Gobien, which were compofed 
at Manila, and founded on a defcription of them given 
by fome of the natives, who were driven by ftrefs of 
Weather upon the Ifland of Tandaya. 

Thefe accounts place thofe iflands between 6 and 12 
cleg, north lat. and 127 and 138 deg. call Ion. Thofe 
gentlemen inform us, that they are exceeding popu- 
lous, and governed by a king, who rcfides in one of 
them, named I^amaree $ that the natives refemble the 
Malayans, go^almoft naked, paint their bodies, fpeak 
;i language fome what like the Arabic, arc without any 
form of worfhip, make no fet meals, live tempeeatcly, 
ike. They have a few fowls, plenty of fifli, and fertile 
lands, but they are without quadrupeds of any kind. 
The women adorn themfdves with necklaces, bracelets, 
and rings, all made of tortoife-fhell. They are of* fo 
placid a difpofition, that no quarrel ever happens among 
them, and war is totally unknown. 

We may conclude, from this brief account, that thefe 
•re the moil happy people that havt? ever yet fallen under 
our obfervafion. They have no foes to rWlu, quarrels 
to decide, beafls to hunt, or game to kill $ but each 
fuccceding day endjoy the bounties of Providence 
without bodily labour, and iafcnfiblc of any anxiety ol 
mind. 



SECTION IV. 
The CELEBES, or Island of MACASSAR 

THIS ifland, which lies under the equator U H' 
vided from Borneo by the (freights of MacafT 
as it is by the ocean from the Molucca Iflands on h* 
eaft, and the Philippines on the north. I ts c 
from north to fouth is upwards of 300 miles, and^ 
the broadeft part it is near 240. It is divided into 
petty kingdoms or provinces, the principal of whicT 
are, the Celebes on the north-weft, and Macaflar th* 
latter of which takes in all the fouthern part of th 
ifland. But as all the other provinces are fubject to 
thefe two, the ifland is fometimes called by the name 
of one, and fometimes by the other . 

As the climate is both hot and moift, it is therefore 
unhealthy, except at the times of the northern mon- 
foons. The weftern part lies low and flat, but the 
fouthern part is very high. In the rivers here is found 
gold dull, which is wafhed down in the fands from the 
neighbouring hills by the great torrents of water that 
fometimes fall after exceflive rains. 

Here is great plenty of various kinds of vegetables 
all excellent in their qualities : the rice in particular is 
faid to be much fuperior to that cultivated in any other 
part of the Indies. Their fruits and flowers are much 
the fame as thofe in the Philippines. They hwc pep- 
per, fugar, betel and areka, with the beft cotton and 
opium ; and their cattle are much larger and rincr than 
any to be met with in other eaftern countries. Their 
oxen and buflalos are ufed only for draught, and they 
have very fmall horfes for riding ; but the natives ufe 
no other faddle than a painted cloth, without uirrupsor 
bridle, having only a cord fattened to a bit made of 
wood. Thefe horfes have very hard hoofs, and are 
never fhod. 

There are prodigious numbers of monkies and ba- 
boons in the woods and forefts, which arc* fo large, and 
go together in fuch confiderable bodies, that they are 
very dangerous to travellers ; but they have one enemy 
by whom they are fometimes conquered, namely, fer- 
pents, which are here of a moft extraordinary fizc, and 
have fuch agility and ftrength, that they will purfuc 
them to the very tops of trees, and frequently deftroy 
them. 

There is but one large river in the ifland, and that is 
dangerous, by reafon of its being greatly infefted with 
crocodiles. It runs from north to fouth into the bay of 
Macaflar, where it is about half a league broad, and 
waflies the walls of the city of that name : its channel 
is deep enough in fome places to admit the largcft vef- 
fels, but in others it is very (hallow. 

The natives arc rather fhort in ftature, and of a light 
olive complexion : they are particularly fond of having 
flat nofes, infomuch that they pra&ife methods in their 
infancy to obtain that diftinguifhed form, with as much 
labour and attention as the Chinefe women do to ac- 
quire fmall feet. Neither men or women wear any 
covering on their heads \ but their hair, which is of a 
fine fliintng black, is ingenioufly tied up, and from ic 
hang cuils that lay gracefully on the neck and fhoukl- 
ers. 1 he men ornament their hair with jewels, but the 
women do not : the latter only wear a gold chain round 
their necks. Both ll xcs, however, dye their nails red, 
and their teeth either black or red, both of which thc> 
confider as very material ornaments. 

The lower fort of people wear a ioofe garment made 
of cotton, which reaches below the knees i but none ulc 
cither fhoes or llockings. The women have a p;u nicnt 
made of muflin, with ftrait fleeves that button at the 
wrifh j befidcs which they wear a kind of drawers made 
of cotton, that are fattened round the watlt, 4ml rcacft 
to the ancles. The garments of the better fort ar« 
made of fcarlet cloth, or brocaded filk, with large out. 

tons of folid gold. They have, likowifc » very btna- 



Y4 , ISLAND OFCELE B Ec S«. 

ASIA] 

. e ftft made of filk, and embroidered, which con- 

4h?& d of^-l^W conHfts principally 
c w herbs, roots and fifh ; and their ufuaj drink is 

0 Tor tea • the better fort eat flefh and poultry, the 
Sr bS generally beef or kid, which are both ex- 
f la fine and they drink tea, coffee, and choco- 
Ure the latter of which they get from the Spaniards m 
!he Philippine IHands ; they alfoule palm wine, arrack, 

nd other fpirituous liquors. They have but two meals 

1 dav one in the morning,, and the other about fun- 
fet the latter of which is the principal : in the interme- 
diate fpace they refrelh themfelves by chewing betel 
and areka, or fmoaking tobacco intermixed with opium. 
They fit crofs -legged on the floor at their meals, and 
have very low tables for their provifions, which are fet 
on them in plates or diihes made of wood ; but they 
ufe neither knives or fpoons. . 

Their houfes, which are fmall but very neat, are 
chiefly built of ebony, and other wood of variegated 
colours. They have but little furniture, except the 
neceffary utenfils for dreffing their provifions ; but what 
they have is always kept exceeding clean ; and to pre- 
vent the houfe being made filthy, they have vefTels to 
fpit in when they chew betel or 1 Vnoak tobacco. 

In general the men are very robuft, and naturally fo 
courageous, that they are efteemed the beft foldiera in 
India ; for which reafon they are frequently hired into 
the fervices of other princes. Their arms are fabres 
and daggers, the latter of which they often infect with 
poiibnj and they have trunks from which they blow 
poifoned darts : thefe darts are pointed with the tooth 
of a fifli dipped in the venomous juice of certain drugs 
that grow in the country, and it is faid they will ilrike 
a mark with them at near 100 yards diflance. 

Thefe courageous i (landers were the laft en (laved by 
the Dutch, who, however, could not effect a conqueft 
till after a very long and expenfive war, in which were 
employed almoft all the forces they had at that time in 
India. The Dutch firft joined the natives to oppofe 
the Pomiguefe, who made an attempt to fubdue this 
ifland ; but the latter being foon conquered, the Dutch 
immediately took fole pofleflion of it, and have pre«r 
ferved an abfolutc dominion over it ever fince. 

The Portuguefe, and after them the Dutch, endea- 
voured to fubdue this ifland, becaufe it is fituated near 
the Molucca and Banda Iflands, which produce fuch 
great plenty of cloves and nutmegs, the pofleflion of 
which they could not have fecured without being ma- 
tters of this ifland. 

The natives, if welJ nfed, are loving and faithful in 
their difpofnioni but, if ill treated, will not be fatisficd 
till they have had revenge on the party by whom they 
were injured. They are rmfty and paflionate, but have 
fuch juft notions of honour, that when they difcovcr 
themfelves to be wrong, they will condemn their own 
conduct, and be glad to comply with any fubmiflion 
that may be thought ncceflary, as a recompence for the 
offence committed. 

The women of this ifland are obliged to be very cir- 
cumfpect in their carriage, and very careful not to be 

11 ,n ^ m P an y with any other man than their huf- 
bano. When this happens to be the cafe, the hufband 
u indemmfkd if he kills the man he finds with his wife 
Un the contrary, the hufband is permitted to have as 
many wives and concubine* a. he thinks proper; am 

tbZl^ r f Cn r hc . haS > the 6 rcatcr hc » conflderec 
as being uleful to fociety. 

ixZ^!\*™*? rcndcrtd active ^y a cuftom prattifed 
Z t infancy. Every day their nurlcs rub them 

cour, ' WatCT J uft Warm > antl «hcfc unflions en- 
f»ee Z ^mT-?" 1 h « fc M"with the mort extenfivc 
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cried by the careffes of .their mothers, and a habit of 
reciprocal, tendernete. They do not return to their 
parents till they arrivef at the ^ge of fifteen or fix teen, 
when the law allows them to marry : but this is a liber- 
ty they feldom ufe, till they are thoroughly verfed in 
the excrcife of arms. The boys are fent to fchool to 
the pridls, who teach them reading, writing, arithme- 
tic, and the precepts of the Koran i for though they re- 
tain many Chinefe ceremonies, they are pro fe fled Ma- 
hometans. The girls are taught to read and write, to 
fpin, cook, and make cloaths ; for as there are not any 
taylors here, the women not only make their own cloaths, 
but alfo thofe worn by the men j and fome of them are 
fo induftrious and expert, that they will obtain very 
handfome fortunes by that profefTion. 

Thefe people are fo. little addicted to infamous prac- 
tices, or litigious difputes, that they have neither law- 
yers, attornies, or bailiffs. If any differences arife, 
the parties apply pcrfonally to the judge, who deter- 
mines the matter with expedition and equity. In fome 
matters of a criminal nature they are permitted to do 
juftice to themfelves. If a man detects another in the 
commiflion of adultery, murder, or robbery, he has a 

right to execute juftice himfelf, by deltroying the 
culprit. 

The hufband, on marriage, receives no other portion 
with his wife than the prefents fhe received before the 
ceremony, which, as foon as the prieft has performed, 
the new married couple are confined in an apartment 
by themfelves for three fucceflive days, having only a 
fervant to bring them fuch necefTaries as they may have 
occafionfor; during which time their friends and ac- 
quaintances are entertained, and great rejoicings made 
at the houfe of the bride's father. At the expiration of 
the three days the parties are fet at liberty, and receive 
the congratulations of their friends j after which the 
bridegroom conducts his wife home, and each apply 
themfelves to bufinefs, he to his accuflomed profeffion, 
and fhe to the duties of houfewifery. 

Thefe iflanders are all of the Mahometan religion. 
Many of them are great pretenders to magic, and carry 
charms about them, on a fuppofition of their fecuring 
them from every danger. 

Funeral ceremonies are performed here with great 
decency ; to fecure which, the meaneft perfon makes 
provifion while in health, by afligning a certain fum to 
defray the incidental expences. As foon as a perfon is 
dead, the body is warned, and being cloathed in a white 
robe, is placed in a room hung with white, which is 
fcented with theftrongeft perfumes. Here it continues 
for three days, and on the fourth it is carried on a pa- 
lanquin to the grave, preceded by the friends and rela- 
tions, and followed by the priefts, who have attendants 
that carry incenfe and perfumes, which are burnt all 
the way from the houfe to the grave. The body is in- 
terred without a coffin, there being only a plank at the 
bottom of the grave for it to lie on, and another to cover 
it ; and when this laft is placed, the earth is thrown in, 
and the grave filled up. If thepeifon is of diftinguifhed 
quality, a handfome tomb is immediately placed over 
the grave, adorned with flowers ; and the relations 

burn incenfe antl other perfumes for forty fucceflive 
days. 

This ifland was formerly under monarchial govern- 
ment } and in order to prevent the crown falling on an 
infant, the eldcit brother fucceeded after the death of 
the king. ^ All places of truft in the civil government 
were difpofed of by the prime minifters * but the officers 
of the revenue, and of the houfthold, were appointed 
by the fovercign. The king's forces, when out of ac- 
tual feivice, were not allowed any pay, but only their 
cloaths, arms, and ammunition. It is laid that in fome 
former wars he has brought into the field i 2,000 hoi fe, 
and 80,000 foot. 

Aflcmblics are held at particular times on affairs that 
concern flic general intereft, and the refuli of their de- 
terminations becomes a law to each Hate. When any 
coiucll arifes, it is decided by the governor of the 

4 C Dutch 
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Dutch colony, who prefides at this diet, 
watchful eye over thefe different fovcreigns, and keeps 
them in perfect equality with each other, tapreventany 
one from aggrandizing himfclf to the prejudice of 
the company. The Dutch have difarmed them all, 
under pretence of hindei ing them fi om injuring each 
ethei ; but, in reality, with a view only to keep them 
in a ftate of fubjection. 

The only foieigneis permitted to come to this ifland 
are the Chinefe, who bring hither tobacco, gold-wire, 
china, and unwrought filks j in return for which they 
take opium, fpirituous liquors, gurr, and linens. They 
get but little gold from hence, but grear quantities of 
rice, wax, flaves, and tripam, a fpecies of mufhroom, 
which the rounder and blacker, the more excellent it is 
eftecmed. The cuftoms bring in upwards of 80 000 
livres to the company : but they obtain a much larger 
profit from their trade, and the tenth part of the terri- 
tory, which they hold in full right of fovereignty. 

The chief city, MacafTar, is fituated on the banks of 
a river of the fame name, near the fouth- weft ccrner 
of the ifiand. Here the Dutch have a very ftrong fort, 
mourned with a great number of cannon, and the garri- 
fon confifts of 800 men. 

In general, the ftreets of the city are very long and 
fpacious, and are planted on each fide with t: ees ; 
but there are not any of them paved. The mofques 
and houfes of the quality are built with (lone; -but thofe 
of the common people are of wood, and elevated from 
the ground with pillars. They are made of wood of 
various colours, and the tops of them are covered with 
palm or cocoa leaves. Here are large markets for the 
falc of provifions and other commodities. The markets 
are opened twice a clay, viz. in the morning and even- 
ing, before the rifing and fetting of the fun. The pro- 
vifions are brought to n arket and fold by women only ; 
for if a man was to be feen in that character, he would 
be treated with the moft diftinguifhed contempt. The 
number of inhabitants in this city were foimerly eftima- 
ted at 160,000 men able to bear arms; but fince the 
Dutch deprived them of their trade, great numbers 
have for fatten it: and the other towns and villages, 
which were proportionably populous, have been greatly 
defatted for the fame rcafon. 

Jampandam, the only princ ; pal place on this ifland, 
cxclufive of the city of MacafTar, is fituated about 15 
miles to the fbuth of Macaflar river. This was the firft 
place of any importance taken by the Dutch, who have 
a good fori* here; and there is as commodious an har- 
bour as any to be met with in the Indian Seas. 

Of the feveral i Hands about the Celebes that go by the 
fame naive, the principal is fituated about five leagues 
from the fouth-eaft corner. This ifland is about 80 
miles long, and 30 broad. On the eaft fide of it is a 
large town and haibour called Callacaflbng, the ftreets 
of which are fpacious, and enclofed on each fide with 
cocoa- trees. The inhabitants are Mahometans, (peak 
the Malayan tongue, and are governed by an abiolute 
prince. 

To the north-caft of this ifland are the Straits of Pa- 
tience, fo called from the great difficulty in patting 
them, which arifes from the violence of the currents, 
and th« contrariety of winds. 

SECTION V. 
THE S U N D A ISLANDS. 
ISLAND of BORNEO. 

BORNEO, the large fl of the Sunda lflands, was 
difcovercd by the Portuguefe in 1541. It is of 
great extent, being fituated between 7 deg. 30 min. 
north 1 at. and 4 deg. 10 min. fouth, under the equi- 
noctial line, which divides it into two unequal parts, 
7 deg« ,10 min. lvinjjj northward of it, and 4 deg. to min. 
fouthward 1 fo that it is 700 miles in length, and 480 
in breadth. It is bounded on the calk hy the Celebes, 
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on the weft by Sumatra, on the north by the PhT 
pines, and on the fouth by the Ifland of Java. 

Confidering the fituation of the country, the ' • 
tolerable, particularly in thofe parts next the a 
which are refrefhed every morning by cooling bS 
from the fea, other wife the heat would be infu Pwj 
ble. Thefe parts, however, are very unwholeforr^l" 
they lay on a flat for many hundred miles, and area 
nually overflowed. When the waters retire, a mudd 
flime is left on the furface of the earth, which the f 
fhining upon with perpendicular rays, occafions thick 
fogs, that afterwards turn to rain, with cold chilim? 
wii ds j fo that the air at this time is very unwholeforu 
Another cir cum dance that contributes to thii, JS ^' 
great number of frogs and other vermin left on the mu/ 
which being deftroyed by the heat of the fun, pioduc* 
an intolerable ftench. 

In April the dry feafon begins, and comities till Sep- 
tember, during which time the wind is eaftuly betwun 
the fouth coaf s of Borneo and the Lland of Java; but 
from September to April the winds are weftcrJy, ar . 
tended by violent ftornis of rain, thunder, and light! 
ning. Thefe ftorms are fo continual, efpecially on the 
fouth coaft, that it is thought very extraordinary to 
have two hours fa r weather in the courfe of 24. 

Exclufive of lice, which is very plentiful, the pro. 
duce of this country ccnfifls of ftankincenfe, muflc, 
aloes, pepper, cinnarrcn, and other fpices ; alfo va- 
rious kinds of fruits, w ith excellent maftic, and other 
gurrs, wax, caffia, honey, cotton, and the belt cam- 
phire. 

Borneo produces great quantities of excellent timber, 
with the cotton fhrub, canes, and rattans. In the rivers,, 
particulaily that of" Succadanea, are found excellent 
diamonds, and great quantities of gold dull aiegathucd 
from thefands. The loadftone is alfo found here; and 
the wild ape produces the richer!: bezoar flones that are 
any where to be met with. Here are alfo mines of iron 
and tin, which are faid to be excellent in their qualties. 

The animals of this country are oxen, bufliJos, 
horfes, deer, and goats j be fides which there are feve- 
ral forts of wild beafts, as elephants, bears, tygers, 
monkies, and baboons. 

There are various kinds of parrots and paroquets, 
one of which is called by the Banjareens lune> and is 
admired for its beauty. They have alio level al other 
kinds of Birds, but not any like thofe in Europe, ex- 
cept the fparrow. During the time of the wt ftcrn mon- 
foons, the fky is frequently darkened with bats, which 
fly in prodigious numbers. They are called by fonic 
flying cats, and, in colour, fhape, and fmell, much re- 
lemble a fox, though not fo large j but their wings, 
when extended, are not lefs than fix feet from the tip 
of the one to that of the other. 

The natives of this ifland may be confidercd as of two 
clafles, differing as well in their pcrfons anil drefs, m 
in their cuftoms and religion. Thofe who inhabit the 
fca-coaft are Mahometans, and called Banjareens, from 
the town of Banjar, to which moft nations rcfort to pur- 
chafe the various commodities of the country. 1 he 
Banjareens are rather low in ftature, and of a fwarthy 
complexion, but, on the whole, very proportionally 
made. The common people have no other covering 
than a fmall piece of linen fattened round the wailj u but 
the better fort wear a kind of waiflcoat made of in*. 



or European cloth, over which thry throw a look; Rai- 
ment of filk or betella, that reaches to the knees. I my 
alfo wear a pair of drawers, but have neithci ln»"» 
fhoes, or ftockings. Their hair is tied up m a ion, 
and covered with a piece of muflin or calhco > 
when they go abroad, they always carry a dagg« * 
them. . r 

The women are fmaller than the men, and then 
cures much more delicate : they are alfo much la | K Jian 
complexion i and, contrary to the mode of moll in*-* 

ny upriglu, ? nd Hep with a r«« 
pry conftant after mairiage, bur m 
i wkdi great freedom when » n B lc ^ v .j 



women, walk vei 
air. They are very 
to beflow favours 
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~~A' t G-t*et thcv may have been in this point, 
h^J^S^^JU for it by theifhufbands, 

^h«^S5^ * cm for thc faults thcy havc 

n0 r d^e any o m e f marriage. 
C °?hc rhif^t of their food is rice, but with it they 
/nitn fifli and fowl. The better fort are ferved 
f aC ^ju made of gold or filver, but the poorer fort 
Vo£s made of £rth or brafs. They alTfit crofs- 
waed at their meals upon mats or carpets : both fexes 
rhewbetel and areka, and are very fond of fmoaking 
tobTcco, with which they often mix opium made into 
Ik after being boiled in water till it comes to a con- 
jfflencvt The whole company ufually finoke out of 
the fame pipe : the matter begins, and after having 
fmoked two or three whiffs, he gives it to the perfon 
neareft him, from whom it paffes round till it comes to 

the mafter again. . 

Their principal diverfions are dancing and come- 
dies which are performed after the manner of the eaft. 
Their rural fports are (hooting at a mark and hunting. 
They travel chiefly in the night, on account of the 
coolnefs of the air at that time : the common people 
ufually go in covered boats, but the better fort travel 
by land on elephants and horfes. 

The falam, or lifting the hands to the head, and 
bending the body, is their mode of falutation. When 
they appear before their fuperiors, they raife their hands 
above the forehead ; and if before a prince they pro- 
ftrate themfelves on the ground, and retire backwards 

on their knees. 

Thofe who inhabit the inland parts of this ifland are 
taller, and much more robuft than the Banjareens. 
They are called Byajos, and are pagans in their reli- 
gion. Their complexion is more fwarthy than the in- 
habitants of thecoaftj and their time is chiefly em- 
ployed in hunting and attending their cattle. They go 
almoft naked, having only a fmall piece of linen fa- 
ttened round the waift : they paint their bodies of a 
biueifh colour, and befmear them with (linking oil. 
Some of them arc very fond of having large ears, to 
obtain which they make holes in the foft parts of them 
when young ; to thefe holes are fattened weights about 
the breadth of a crown piece, which continually pref- 
fing on the ears expand them to an immoderate length. 
The better fort pull out their fore teeth, and place arti- 
ficial ones in their (lead, made of gold ; but their 
greateft ornament confifts of a number of tygers teeth, 
which are ft rung together, and worn about the neck. 

The Banjareens, in burying their dead, always place 
the head to the north, and throw into the grave feveral 
kinds of provifions, from a fuperftitious notion that 
they may be uleful to them in the other world. They 
fix the place of interment out of the reach of the floods, 
and the mourners, as in Japan and China, are drefled 
in white, and carry lighted torches in their hands. 

Pagans as well as Mahometans allow a plurality of 
wives and concubines. They in general live to an ad- 
vanced age, which is attributed to their frequent ufe of 
the water, for both men and women bathe in the rivers 
once in the day ; from which practice they are very ex- 
pert in fwimming. Thc Malayan is the language of 
thole on the coaft. 

They are ftrangcrs to the ufe of phyfic ; and the let- 
ting of blood, however defberate the cafe of the pa- 
t,cnt » IS t0 them a circumftance of the moft alarming 
nature. An inftance of their great timidity on this 
occaiion is thus given by Capt. Beckman, who was un- 
ner the neccflity of fubmitting to that operation. "One 

rJki T ' bcin S Midifpofed, I ordered the furgeon 
ro oiecc! me : Cay Deponattee, and feveral others of 

0 ^f lvcs ' bc, ng in the room, and ftrangcrs to the 
I cration, were in great amazement to know what we 

law \h n . Ul1 at lcn B th thc vein bc ' ln S opened, they 
hat till •°° d «5 ni OUt : at lhis ihc Y wcrc » lightened 
tat hlsHf imnicdlfttc| y ran out of the room, crying out, 

aft wk" 'l 8 ? 8 ^ " the man>a hcart ormind » fooW' 
Uvea wilif ' i Y m > wc lct out «w very fouh and 
willingly, which they faid was very iU done. To 



this I anfwered, that their diet being mean, and their 
drink only water* they had no occafion for bleeding j 
but that we who drank fo much wine and punch, and 
fed upon lb much flefli, Which rendered the blood hoc 
and rich* had an abfolute neceflity of doing it, other- 
wife wc Ihould be fick. " Ay, fays Cay Deponattee, I 
think that Ihews you to be (till greater fools, in putting 
yourlclves to fuch expend ve charges, on purpofe to re- 
ceive pain for it." This was certainly a very trite ob- 
fervation, and fully evinced, that if they wanted faith 
in the utility of this expedient, they were not defective 
in natural under (land in 




As they fuppofe moft of their diftempers to ari(c 
from the malice of fome evil demon, when a perlon is 
fick, inftead of applying to medicine, they make an 
entertainment of various kinds of provifions, which 
they hold under fome confpicuous tree in a Mel J : thefe 
provifions, which confift of rice, fowls, fifh, &c. they 
offer for the relief of the perfons afflicled : and if he 
recovers, they repeat the offering, by way of returning 
thanks for the bleffing received j but if the patient 
dies, they exprefs their refentment againft the fpirit, by 
whom he is fuppofed to have been affected* 

They know nothing of aftronomy, and when an 
eclipfe happens, they think the world is going to be 
deftroyed. They likewife know little of arithmetic, 
and their only method of calculating is by parallel lines 
and moveable buttons on a board. 

Their current money is dollars and half and quarter 
dollars j and for fmall change they have a fort of mo- 
ney made of lead in the form of rings, which are 
ftrung on a kind of dry leaf. 

The towns and factories to which the Europeans 
trade are built on floats of timber on the river : each 
town confifts of one long ftrect ; and, to fecure them 
from being carried away by the ftream, pofts are driven 
into the ground near the more, to which they are 
fattened with cables made of rattans. Each houfe con- 
fifts only of one floor divided into different apartments, 
according to the number in family : the fides of the 
building are made with fplit bamboo, and the loof is 
covered with leaves of trees ; the walls are made high 
for the benefit of the air, and from their tops hang co- 
verings that reach within five feet of the logs, and are 
made in a floping form, to keep off the fcorching heat 
of the fun. The floats are made of large logs of wood, 
and the houfes are fo light in their conftruction, that a 
great part of th* float is feen above the furface of the 
water. 

The houfes of the poorer (brt are built on piles of 
bamboo, in the mud on each fide, and are ranged in an 
uniform manner behind thofe on the floats. At high 
water they get to their houfes with boats ; and when the 
water is low, they go from one to the other on logs of 
timber. It fometimes happens, at ebb tidcg, when the 
current is excefllve ftrong, that thefe houjfrs will be re- 
moved a confiderable diftance, and with great difficulty 
brought back to their original (lations. inftances havc 
been Known of their being driven to fea and totally loft. 

The city of Borneo on the north, Pafleer on the 
eaft, Succadanea on the weft, and Banjar MafTeen on 
the fouth, are the principal places for trade on this 
ifland. The laft ot thefe is the moft confiderable on 
account of the river Banjar, which is fo commodious, 
as to admit (hips of the greateft burden. This river 
runs from north to fouth above half through the ifland, 
and towards its mouth is near two miles broad. Its 
banks are planted with thick groves of evergreens j 
and one branch of it is called the China River, from 
thc Chinefe junks conftantly pafllng it. 

The inland part of this country is divided into fe- 
veral petty kingdoms, each of which is governed by a 
rajah, or king. Formerly all thc rajahs were fubject to 
the rajah of Borneo, who was cfteemcd the fuprcmc 
king over thc whole ifland; but his authority has been 
of late years greatly diminifticd; and there are other 
kings equal, if not more powerful than himfclfi par- 
ticularly die king of Caytonge. The town where this 

prince 
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prince reticles' is fituatcd about 80 miles tijl the'Banjar 
river* His palace is a very elegant building, elected 
on pillars, and is open on all fides. Before the palace 
is a large building, confuting only of one room, which 
is fet apait for holding councils, and entertaining fo- 
reigners. In the center of the room is the throne, co- 
vered wich a rich canopy of gold and filvcr brocade. 
About the palace are planted feveral cannon, which are 
fo old, and mounted on fuch wretched carriages, that 
they are neither ornamental or ufeful. 

1 he fuperiority of this prince is derived from the 
Cuftoms he receives ar the poit of Banjar Malfeen, 
which are odi mated :it 8ojo pieces of eight per annum. 

Next in rank to the above, is the king or fultan of 
Negaree, whole palace is fituated at a place called Me- 
tapooraj about 10 miles from Caytonge. Before the 
gates of his palace is an handlbme armoury, which 
contains a great number of fire-arms, and feveral can- 
non. He is always on good terms with his neighbour 
the prinCe of Caytonge, and to thefe two princes the red 
are fubordinatCi 

The natives pay great homage to thefe princes, and 
it is difficult for a dranger to get accefs to them. The 
only means to effect this is by complimenting them 
with fome valuable prefent ; for avarice is their darling 
paffion j and the ftranger will be treated with refpect in 
proportion to the prefent he makes. 

The mountaineers live independent of any of thefe 
kings : they are divided into different clans under their 
refpective chiefs, and are fubjecl: to a government pe- 
culiar to themfelves. They are feldom feen, as they 
live in the woods and forefts, where they are fo fecure, 
that it would be difficult to attack them ; and they are 
fo favagc, that an attempt would, in all probability, be 
attended with the mod fatal confecjuences. Their arms 
are a dagger, and a trunk about feven feet long, thro' 
which they moot poifoned darts made of brafs, and 
barbed on each fide. Their drefs confids only of a 
piece of cloth wrapped round the waift, and a rag about 
their heads. They often come down to Tatas to get 
commodities from the Banjareens, in exchange for which 
they give gold, bezoar, rice, wax, &c. 

The Dutch uofTcfs the principal parts on the coaft of 
this ifland, ana are mailers of the bed ports, and moll 
valuable articles in traffic j but there are many creeks 
about the ifland, where others have free commerce 
without moleftation. As this country produces a great 
variety of articles, whole value are more edimable to 
other nations than to the Dutch, numbers of foreigners 
refort here for thofe commodities that are bed adapted 
to the trade of their own nation. The Chinefe aad Ja- 
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pancfe come here for fpices j the Malayans for gold j 
and thofe from the Mogul country in fearch of diamonds, 
s the Dutch reckon the pepper, cloves, and cinna- 
on, as inferior to thofe of the other fpicc iflands, fo 
they fnfTer them to be (old without interruption. The 
natives are fupplied by the Dutch with the manufactures 
of India ; in exchange for which they receive gold, 
diamonds, and oilier valuable commodities. 

Pepper, gold, precious done?;, and a gum called 
dragon's blood, which is faid to be finer here than in 
any other part of the world, arc the principal articles 
purchafed by the Knglifh merchants. 

The European commodities taken here confid of 
uns, pidols, gunpowder, Jheet-lead, iron and deel 
ars, nails of different fizes, hangers, knives, and 
other cutlery wares, boors made of red leather, fpefta- 
clea, looking -glades, clock-work, callimaneos, and 
varioui torts of linens. * 

The capital city, Borneo, is fituated on the north- 
wed corner of the ifland, and lies in 112 deg. a min. 
cad long, and in 4 deg. 55 min. north iat.° On the 
cafl fide of it is an excellent harbour, adjoining to 
which is a large river, capable of accommodating ihips 
of the fucateft burthen. The town is very large, the 
(beets lp u ious, and the houles well built : they are, 
in gener.d, three dories high, covered with flat roofs. 
The fultan's palace is an elegant andcKtcnfivc buildinc. 



This place is the chief feat of commerce h r > u n 
and the port belonging to it is continually V r m! ' 
with (hips from various nations, particularly from r?' dH 
Cambodia, Siam, and Malacca: and there ar na » 
gious numbers of boats that come from the pf •F oJi - 
and other iflands. The Dutch import her. .J'? 1 ** 
nabar, cloths, woollens, and iron, in exchange for ' P",' 
they take camphire, gold, and precious ftones U 
Portug 1 -- 1 T " Vrt 1 

no fett 
tions 

coad of Coromandel. 

Here it may not be improper to obferve tint h 
who barter with the natives of Borneo mi/ft car ?T 
examine the goods they purchafe, and fee that f 
weight or meafure is juft ; for they are arrant che- 
and fuch ftrangers are they to any remorfe of conlcien 
that he thinks himfelf the mod ingenious, whoennw 
the mod didinguifhed fraud. The*y make compoS 
to imitate fome of the mod valuable articles, particulT 
ly bezoar and bars of gold ; the latter of which is £ 
artfully executed, that unlefs a penetration is made en 
tircly through them, the deception cannot bedifcovered 



SECTION VI. 
ISLAND op JAVA, 

As defcribed by our Countryman Captain Cook. 

THIS ifland is fituated between 102 and n? fr v 
ead long, and between 5 and 8 deg. of fourh hi 
being about 700 miles in length, and 200 in bread')/ 
It is bounded on the ead by the Ifland and Struts V 
Bally, on the wed by the Straits of Stinda, (from 
whence it is called one of the Sunda Iflands,) on the 
north by the Ifland of Borneo, and on the fouth by the 
Indian Ocean. 

The Ifland of Java produces goats, fheep, hevs, 
bufTalos, and horfes. The ho; fe which is fai 1 to have 
been met with here when the country was fird uncover- 
ed, is a final 1, but nimble animal, being feldom above 
thirteen hands high. The horned cattle" of this county 
are different from thofe of Europe ; the fle/h is ex- 
tremely lean, but of a very fine grain. Both the Chi- 
nefe, and the natives of the ifland, feed on the buffalo; 
but the Dutch will neither tafte the flefh or the milk, 
from a ridiculous idea that they are productive of fevers. 
The fheep are tough and ill-tailed, and they have ion;, 
hanging ears. A few fheep from the Cape of Good 
Hope being at Batavia, Captain Cook bought fome of 
them at the rate of is. per pound. 

Formerly this ifland produced no kind of fpices bur 
pepper, and the quantity which the Dutch bring an- 
nually from thence is very confiderable j but the quan- 
tity 11 fed in the country is very fmall, as the people 
there give the preference to Cayan pepper. 'I he in- 
habitants are very fond of nutmeg and cloves 1m,c 
they bear too high a price to be much in ufe, as fin- 
trees which produce them are all become Dutch pro- 
perty. 

The natives of Java profefs the religion of Mah me r , 
and of courfc do not indulge in wine, at lead pub'hlv . 
but, not to be exceeded in the vice of drunkennefs by 
their Chnftian neighbours, they arc almolt conllanilv 
chewing opium, which is well known to intoxicate in 
high degree. 

The mod didinguifhed ciry in this iflaiul is lliuvn, 
fituatcd in 6 deg. 10 min. fouth lat. and 106 degt 
min. ead long, from the meridian of Gieenwich. It u 



built on the bank of a large bay, fomething more than 
twenty miles from the Straight of Sunda, on rj.e inrtu 
fide of the ifland of Java, in low boggy ground. Se- 



veral fmall rivers, which rife forty miles up the i aim- 
try in the mountains of Mlaetiwcn Berg, tlWduif'e 
themfelves into the fra at this place, having fird inter- 
filed the town in different directions. There ate wale 
caaah of nearly llagnatcd water in alnioft every fti ««j 
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" r) e rivers are navi^u %. uw,< 7 ~ r 

^ country , and, indeed, the Dutch appear to have 
rhUn this fpot to build ihi- town on, for the fake of 

. nri^rf, in which conveni-nre Batavia exceeds 
water-"- 



water-car ' ' . run i 

rV p1?cc in the world, except the towns of Holland. 

tV Tne nreets beina; wide, ai*d the houfes large, it 
ftands on more ground than any other place that has 
only an equal mv\ ber of houfes. 

In dry wear her a moft hon Id flench ahfes from the 
canals, and mints the air to a great degree ; and when 
the rains have fo fwelled the canals that they overflow 




happens to cany them away. This was the cat* with a 
<'ead buffalo, while t^e c rw of the Endeavour were 
there, vhichlay ftir.king on the fhoal of a river in one 
of the chief ftreeis for feveral days : indeed, the air of 
this place is fo very iinwholefome thic it is reprefented 
by Captain Cook as the grave of European navigatv rs. 

Any number of (hips may anchor in the harbour of 
Batavia, the ground of which is fo excellent, that the 
anchor will never quit its hold. This harbour is fome- 
limes dangerous for boats, when the fea breeze blow*, 
frelh } but, upon the whole, it is deemed the bed and 
molt commodious in all India. 

The environs of Batavia have a very pleafing ap- 
pearance, and would, in almoft any other country, be 
an enviable fit'iarion. Gardens and houfes occupy thr 
country for fever al miles ; but the gardens are fo co- 
vered with trees, that the advantage of the land having 
been clean d of the wood with which it was originally 
covered, is almofl wholly loft; while thefe gardens, 
and ihe fields adjacent to them, are furrounded by 
ditches which yield not the moft fragrant fcent, and 
the bogs and moratfes in the adjacent fields are dill 
more often five. 

At near forty miles from the town the land rifes into 
Ms, and the air is purified in a great degree : to this 
diftance the invalids are font by the phyficians, when 
every of hT profpeel of their recovery has failed, a-d 
t re cxnen.nent fucceeds in almoft every inftance, for 
Je lick are foon reftored to health ; but they no foone, 
rerum to the town than their former difordcrs vifitthem 
l ™ a PP lc , s K t ? w hcre in fuch abundance, that they 

°»M^op]e bought fome ve^ We 
one. for a halfpenny apiece at the fruit fhopi: * 

ffrio rn 7 f y , ° f rtia re° s * but thcir is ' f <" in- 

ch ti t fhc md «ng-P«ch of England, to 
wiMcn they have been compared. . 

he'Sfr 6 r qm - ly ch . ea P and P knt " f «> I but 
n£s^°^ f Ptf™f them, which ■■ is in fait, 

of the in , . ta V 9n /\ as we,! as the n "*'ves of other parts 
iittt »^SS\SS. »n ar f . a ^oft ^.ays burn- ; 

ffmUc. bcm 8 needing navifcoyi incl <Jif a 

Cto^t 1 ■ P^ife of -(hootlr 



the wifd 



* in « country are as b% ft . ^ F . ICCS: ! lhe fr™ 

abound on ^ iftlt^ 1 ?* ft hog. 

J on thtf iftahd, and wild Hotfc» swd'othci 
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cattle are found on the mountains at a donfiderable di- 

ftance from Batavia. 

Few monkies are feen near the towns, but there are 
many on the mountains and defert places, where arealfo 
a few rhinocerofes, and great numbers of tygers. 

The quantity of fifh taken here is aftonifliingly great, 
and all the kinds of them are fine food, except a few 
which are very fcarce; yet fuch is the falfe pride of the 
inhabitants, that thefe few forts are fold at very high 
rates, while thofe that are good are fold for a mere 
trifle, nor are they eaten but Jby,the flav,es. A gentle^ 
iv. an v-vith whom Captain Cook dined told him, he could 
have bought a finer dffh of fifli for a (hilling than what 
he had given ten for; but that he mould have been the 
ridicule of all the politer people, if he had gone to fo 
good a market. 

Mr. Banks, while here, fhot a lizard five feet Jong, 
which was exceeding well tailed ; and our adventurers 
were informed, that fomc of thefe animals had' l>een 
feen, which were full a* thick as .the thigh of a man. 

Captain Cook was informed" that, at the time he was 
there, the whole place could not furnifti fifty women 
who were natives of Europe, yet the town abounded 
with white women who were defcended from Eurotc- 
ans, who. had feitled there at different times, all the ■ 
men having paid the debt of nature ; for fo it is, tha.c 
the climate of Batavia dutroys the men much fafter 
than the women. 

Mercantile bufinefs is conducted at Batavia with the 
flighted trouble imaginable. When a merchant re- 
ceives an order for goods of any kind, he communi- 
cates th- contents of it to the Chinefe, who are the 
umverfal manufacturers. The Chinefe agent delivers 
ihe effects on board the (hip for which they are be- 
fuoke, and taking a receipt for them from the mailer 

• , t] £ vefic1 ' he delivers it to the merchant, who pays 
the Chinefe for the goods, and referves a confiderable 
profit, without the lead, trouble, riik or anxiety. 

The Indian inhabitants of Batavia, and the country 

■ in its neighbourhood, are not native Javanefe, but arc 
either born on the feveral iflands from whence the 
Dutch bring their Haves, or the offspring of fuch as 
have been born on thofe iflands : and thefe having been; 
made free, either in their own perfons, or in the per- 
fons of their anccftors, enjoy all the privileges of free- 
men. They receive the general appellation of Dran- 
flam, which implies, " Believers of the true faith," 

The hair" of the people, which is black, without a 
fingle exception, grows in great abundance ; yet the 
women make ufe of oils and other ingredients, to in^ 
creafe the quantity of it : they faften it to the crown 
of the head with a bodkin, having firft twifted it into a 
circle, round which circle they place an elegant wreath 

■ of flowers, fo that the whole head-drefs has a mod 
beautiful appearance. 

It is a umverfal cuftore, both with the men and wo- 
men, to buhc in a riyer once a day, and fometimei 
.oftener, which not only promotes health, but prevents 
. that contraaion of filth, which would be otherwilc tin- 

• avoidable m fo hot a climate. 

Almoft every perfon has heard or read of the Mo- 
' hawks i and thefe are the people who are fo denomi- 
nated, from a corruption of the word Amock, which 
will be fully explained bv the following ft ory and ob- 
(ervations to run a muck is to get drunk with opi* 
urn, and then fazing fomc orTcnfive weapon, to fally 
[forth from the houle, kill the perfon orpcrYons fup- 
pofed to have injured the Amock, and any other per- 
son who attempts to impede his i^rTage, till himfelf is 
taken prifoner, or killed on the fpot. 

WWlc Captain Cook was at Batavia, a perfon whofe 
urcumftunces in life were independent becoming jea- 
lous of h,s brother, intoxicated himfelf with opium, 
and then murdered his brother, and two other men 
who endeavoured to faze him. This man, contrary to* 
the ufual cul^in, did not leave his own hcnjfe, but 
made tus refiftancc from within it, yet he had taken 
iuch a quantity of the opium, that he was totally ddU 

4 ^ rioua, 
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Vious, which appeared from his attempting to fire three 
rnufquets, neither of which had been loaded, or even 

Pr During Capt. Cook's ftay feveral inftances of the like 
kind occurred; and he was informed by an officer, 
whofe duty it was to take fuch offenders into cuftody, 
that hardly a week palTed m the year in which he was 
not obliged to exercife his authority : the Captain was 
alfo told, that jealoufy of the women is the ufual reafon 
of thefe poor creatures- running a muck, and that the 
firft object of their vengeance is always the perfon 
whom they fuppofe to have injured them. The offi- 
cer, whofe bufinefs it is to apprehend thefe unhappy 
wretches, is furnifhed with a long pair of tongs, in or- 
der to take hold of them at fuch a diflance from the 
point of their weapons, as to en (lire his perfon al fafety. 
When he takes one of them alive he is amply rewarded; 
but this is not often the cafe, as they are fo defperate 
as not to be cafily apprehended : when they are killed 
in the attempt to take them, the officer has only the 
cuftomary gratification. Thofe who are taken alive 
are broken on the wheel, as near as pofllble to the 
place where the firft murder was perpetrated ; and, as 
they are feldom apprehended without being previoufly 
wounded, the time of thnr execution is fooner or la- 
ter, according to the opinion of the phyficians, whe- 
ther the wounds arc, or are not mortal. 

There are many rnftances of the fu perdition of thefe 
people that might be thought very extraordinary j but 
«he following will appear much more fo. They are 
po fiTe(Ted with an idea, that when one of their wives is 
Drought to bed, a crocodile is born, as a brother to the 
infant j and they imagine that the midwife conveys the 
young crocodtte to an adjacent river, into which fhe 
puts it with the utmoit care and tendernefs. Thofe 
who fuppofe themfelves honoured by the birth of this 
new relation, fail not to put food in the river for his 
fubfiftence ; but this is the peculiar duty of the twin- 
broiluT, who performs this fervrce regularly, at fixed 
criods, during the whole eourfe of his life j firmly 
clieving at the fame time, that ficknefs or death would 
be the confequence of an ©million on his part. 

In the iflands of B on ton and Celebes the natives keep 
crocodiles in their families j and it is conjectured, that 
the f I range idea of the twin crocodile was firft con- 
ceived in one of thofe iflands: it extends, however, to 
Java ?nd Sumatra weftward, and among the iflands to 
the eaftward as far as Ceram and Timor. It is a mat- 
ter of perfect aftonifliment, how even the mod igno- 
rant and credulous of the human race fhould firmly be- 
lieve an utter impoffibility to occur daily ; yet it is cer- 
tain, that not one of the Indians whom Cautain Cook 
queftioned on the fubjeel:, entertained the leaft doubt 
about the matter* The crocodiles fuppofed to be thus 
born arc diflinguifhed by the name of Sudaras; and 
our readers cannot fail of being entertained with the 
following (lory refpecting them, which Mr. Banks heard 
from a young woman who was born at Bencoolen, and 
having lived among the Englifh at that place, had 
learnt to fpeak as much of our language as was fufficV 
ent to make her ftory intelligible. 

She faid that, when her father was on his death-bed, 
ha laid the ftrongeft injunctions on her to feed a croco- 
dile that was his Sudara j that he told her the name by 
which he might be called up r and the particular part of 
the river where flic would find him. Soon after the 
death of^ her father fliejiaftened to the river, and calling 

idara 

appearance, and fhe fed him with 
her own hands. She defcribed him as being more 
beautiful than crocodiles are in general, fdr he had a 
red nole, and foots on his body his cars we're adorned 
with rings, and his feet with ornaments of gold. This 
ftory will appear the more extravagantly ridiculous when 
it is recollected that crocodiles have not any ears, 

.A man whofe mother was a native of the ifland of 
Java, and whofe father was a Dutchman, was engaged 
m the fcrvicc of Mr, Banks during his refidtnee it Ba- 
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tavia. 



This man told his maftcr, that feveral 



,, «-» «*v imuciicu ujuk HVCIj Hliu till 

Radja Poiiti (which flgnlfies white king) the Su 
crocodile made his appearance, and fhe fed hirh 
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men, and many Javanefe, as well as himfclf V r' c!u 
fuch a crocodile as was defcribed by the eirl u Cfl 
the preceding ftory, and that, like her'- : * toId 



adorned with gold. On Mr. Banks's remark^ T 
abfurdity of thefe tales, and faying that SSm 91 ^ 
not ears, he replied, that the Sudaras differed r r , 
rably from other crocodiles j that they had ears 
he acknowledged they were fmall, that their 



rably from other crocodiles that they lud car, ti , 
he acknowledged they were fmall, that their^** 
filled their mouths, and that on each foot th™ l > 
five toes. uc " h *i 

While Captain Cook was at Batavia, SnanifK a . 
lars fold at five fhillings and five pence^aff 1ft 
price is feldom much lower. The Chinefe would j 
only the value of twenty (hillings for an Englifh Jl! 
that was almoft new,, and for thofe that were old 
much worn, only feventeen fhillings. ' 

Captain Cook obferves, that a remarkable fubordi 
nation prevails among the people in Batavia. Every 
houfe-keeper has a certain fpecific rank, according to 
the length of time he has ferved the company, fhe 
different ranks thus acquired are diftinguifhed by the 
ornaments of the coaches, and the drefTes of the coach, 
men : fome ride in plain coaches, fome are allowed to 
painr them with different devices, and fo.nc to gild 
them. The coachmen alio are oblige.! to appear in 
clothes quite plain, or ornamented in various manncri 
and degrees. 

The chief officer in this place has the title of gover- 
nor-general of the Indies, to whom the Dutch gover- 
nors of all other fettlements are fubordinatej and they 
are obliged to repair to Batavia in order to h .w tU-ir 
accounts patTed by him. Should they appear to have 
been criminal, or even negligent, he detains them dur- 
ing pleafui e ; fometimes three years j for they cannot, 
without his permiffion, quit the place. The members 
of the council, called by the natives Eddc He ren, 
and by the Englifh, Idoleers, are next in rank to the 
governor-general. Thefe alTume fo much irate, thac 
whoever meets them in a carriage are expected ro rife 
up and bow, and after this compliment they drive to 
one fide of the road and ftop, till the members of the 
council have palled : their wives and children expeft 
alfo the fame homage, and it is commonly paid them 
by the inhabitants. Some Englifh captains have con- 
fidered this as a flavifh mark of refpecl, derogatory to 
their dignity as fervants of his -Britannic majefty, and 
for this reafon have refufed to pay it : neverthelefs, 
when 'rn ( an hired coach nothing bur; a menace of in- 
mediate death could prevent the coachman from ho- 
nouring, the Dutch grandee, at the expence of their 
mortification. 
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own people. A chriftian is always indulged witn 
oppo.tunity of tfcaping before he is brought ro t 
whatever may be his offence, and when convicted, 
is feldom punifhed with death. ~ -■ - - ■•*' 



liar ranks of diftinclion arrjpng themfelves. Their de- 
cifions in criminal cafes fecm to be feverc with iefot& 
to the natives, but lenient in a partial degree to their 

own beople. A chriftian is always indulged with an 

r - - - - • -- cr ial, 

he 

,n " r ' ~ ' ' h death. On the contrary, the 
poor Indians aie hanged, broken upon the wheel, and 
» even in paled alive. As to the Malays and Ch nr.c 
' they have judicial officers of their own, na-n« d caywini 
j and lieutenants, who determine in civil c;alVs 9 fub;ect 10 
an appeal to the Dutch tribunal. The raxc* laid m><m 
thefe people by the company are very conn )U > 
among which, that exacYed for liberty to wear their haii 
is not the fcaltl The rime of payment is monthly. • iIJU 
to favc thcoharge and trouble of collccling them, no- 
tice is given of this by hoifting a flag upon the to o 
ahoufe in the middle of the town, and the Chinefe I nu 
' it their intereft to repair thither when a payment u> m 
Without delay. , . j ■ . rc 

' "About Bo miles caft of Batavia is Clierebon. j place 
of confiderable extent, and where fhe JJiitii • 
faclory. The country is very fertile, and pn xlua s . 

kin4| «f .«rr;r,,1arl« rise. liw lBh»blt*n» 
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» dominion of four great lords, called ful- 
3rC Un ^ of thorn "particularly attached to the Dutch, 
"Kr thttS is^iftinguiOied from the reft by the 

1 tee "he metropolis of a great 
,• „i«m is the principal place of commerce at the 
^rn i^ of this iuand. *It ftands in a plain at the 
S of a P mountain, from .hence iffues a river that d,- 
Sd -s itfelf into three ftreams, one of which runs rhro 
.. L, n and the others furround it. It is i 2 miles 11 



v 

the town 
circumfirence 



and, before it was reduced by 



in 
the 
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achery of the Dutch, (who firft joined the natives 
iin(l their king, and then ftnpped the latter of all le- 



w 



u 5 power,) was very populous, well fortified, an S i 
Adorned with feveral elegant buildings and palaces At 
this time, however, it is a very ruinous place, inhabited 

only by the poo reft people. 

Palamboan, the capital of a kingdom or principality 
©f the fame name, is fituated in i 14 deg. eaft longitude, 
tn d in 7 deg. 30 min. fouth latitude, on the Straits of 
Bally, through which the Eaft. India fhips fometimes 
pals when they are homeward-bound from Borneo. 

Mataram, an empire that once extended over the 
..hole iuand, and even now takes up a confiderable part 
of it is under the government of the Dutch, and was 
the lad reduced to fubjection by them on this ifland. 
The country of Mataram is in general very fertile, and 
produces great quantities of rice, as alfo plenty of fruit. 
There areTikcwife various forts of animals, particularly 
horfts, fheep, goats, and remarkable large oxen. The 
rivers abound with fifli, and the woods produce great 
plenty of game. But the mofl valuable articles of this 
country are rice, pepper, cadjang, cotton, yarn, car- 

damon, and indigo ; the latter of which is efteemed to 
be as good in quality as any found in the Indies. 

Mataram, the capital of the kingdom, is the ufual 
refidenceof the king. His palace is a very handfome 
fpacious building, adjoining to which are many good 
houfes belonging to his nobles, who every day wait on 
him; and his fubjects in general pay him the greateft 
homage. 

Though thefe princes are vaflals, yet they are per- 
mitted to live in as great ftate as if they were really mo- 
narchsi and the orders of the Dutch are always execu- 
ted in their names. They therefore a flume a dignity 
not inferior to the mofl defpotic prince ; and when they 
go abroad are attended with every diftinguiftied mark 
of royalty. 

Japarais fituated at the bottom of an eminence called 
the Invincible Mountain, on the top of which is a fort 
built of wood. It is a very confiderable place, and has 
1 good road, fecured by two fmall iflands. The Eng- 
lilh had once a factory here, but they were driven from 
it by the Portuguefe. 

The natives of this country are very fond of diver- 

fions, particularly the reprefentation of comedies i and 

they arefuch (laves to cock-fighting, that, by the large 

fums they bet, they are often reduced to the mofl abject 
dittrefs. J 

The inhabitants ofjapara are chiefly Mahometans, 
ts is alfo the chief, who generally rcfides at a place call- 
ed Kattafura, where the Dutch have a fori andcarrifon. 
1 his prince reigns abfolute among his fubjects, who 
aie very faithful, and pay him the greateft homage. 
Uke mod eaftcrn monarchs, he is conflantly attended 
by 'women, and takes as many wives and concubines as 
ne thinks proper. When his courtiers obtain an audi- 
ence, they approach him with the greateft humility. 

SECTION VII. 

ISLAND 01 SUMATRA. 

HIS moft confiderable of the Sunda Iflands ii 
A luuated in the Indian Ocean, between 93 and 

lo »6. ™»S deg. 30 min. nortn lat. 
mIc^" d T 5* calV b V Bornto > on the north by 

mmcA, on the fouth-cait by Java, and qo d>n weft 



by the Indian Ocean. It is long and narrow, reaching 
in a direct line from the north- weft to the fouth- eaft, 
and is about 750 miles in length, and 175 in breadth. 
It is the firft of the remarkable iflands that form the 
Great Archipelago of the eaft, the entrance of which 
is, as it were, blocked up by this ifland and Java, which 
form a barrier, fcparating the Indian from the Chinefe 
Ocean; with this exception, that in the center, between 
the two ifl.inds, there is an opening, which appears as 
if purpofely defigned to admit a free paflage for the 
advantage of commerce. This opening is called the, 
Straits of Sunda, the fouth part of which is the north of 
Java, and called Java Head ; and the north point is 
the fouth of Sumatra, called Flat Point. Thefe two 
are about fix leagues afunder, between which (hips pafs 
fiom Europe directly to Batavia or China, without 
touching in the Indies. They drench away eaft from 
the Cape of Good Hope, and make no land till, hav- 
ing traverfed the whole Indian Sea, they arrive at Java 
Head. 

The air of this ifland is in general very unwholefome, 
arifing chiefly from the two extremes of heat and cold, 
1 and the intermixture of wet from very heavy rains. The 
day and night arc equal; and the inconveniencies that 
occur from the exce (five heat of the former are greatly 
increafed by the cold chilling winds of the latter. 

A chain of mountains run through the whole ifland 
from the louth-eaft to the north-weft, and here the arr 
is more wholefome than On the coaft. There are alfo 
confiderable mountains on the weft coaft, in one of 
which is a volcano, that frequently throws out flames 
of fire. 

The monfoons, or periodical winds,- fhifc here at the 
equinoxes, as they do in other parts of the Indian Seas, 
blowing fix months in one direction, and fix months in 
the oppofite direction. Near the coaft there are other 
periodical winds, which blow the greateft part of the 
day from the fea, and in the night, and part of the morn- 
ing, from the land; but thefe fcarce extend feven miles 
from the coaft. 

Of the many fmall rivers on this ifland, none are na- 
vigable ; and their waters are very unwholefome. The 
river Indapura, which falls into the fea on the weft 
coaft, has a water tinged with red, occafioned, as it is 
faid, by the great quantity of ochre that grows on its 
banks, which are always covered at the time of the 
floods. The waters of all the rivers that overflow the 
low countries are very foul, and not fit for ufe till they 
have been boiled, and infufed with tea, or lome other 
wholefome herbs. 

Pepper, rice, fugar, camphire, gold duft, bczoar, 
canes, and cotton, are the moft valuable produce of 
this ifland. The foil is in fome parts very fertile, and 
well watered with rivulets ; but in the low lands, next 
the fea, are abundance of bogs and marfhes, which 
produce only reeds and canes ot bamboo. 

Moft kinds of fruits abound here, arrive to the great- 
eft perfection, and are equal toany found in the Indies* 
as cocoa-nuts, limes, oranges, mangos, plantains, 
guavas, jakas, durians, pine- apples, mango (tans, and 
other tropical fruits. They have alfo melons, peas, 
beans, potatoes, yams, radi flies, pot-herbs, fallads, 
and plenty of all kinds of garden fluff. There is like- 
wife a plant grows here called bang, which is fomewhat 
like hemp, and, when infufed in liquor, operates mud 
like opium. This is fometimes ufed by the natives, par- 
ticularly when they are engaged in war, as it animates 
them to pcrfevcrc in the moft dangerous undertakings. 

The animals here are horfes, buffalos, deer, goats, 
hogs, oxen, and hog-deer, from the latter of which is 
obtained a fuecics or kind of the bezoar ftone. This 
(tone is of a tlark brown colour, and has two fmall coats, 
the inncrmoft of which is covered with fmall firings, 
but the outer coat is quite fmooth. When the ftonc 
isdiflblved in any liquor, its tafte is exceeding bitten 
but if a fmall Quantity of it is taken by thole who have 
an opurefTion or the ftomach, a foul blood, or a want of 
•tppeute, it will remove the complaints j and is aifb 

very 
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very efficacious in other diforders incident to human 

Harare. , . , 

There arc fever al forts of wild animals in the woods 
and mountains, as tygers, elephants, rhinocerofes, 
monkies, and wild boars. Theie are alfo fqumels, 
guanos, po.cpines, alligators, fefpents, fcorpions 
mufketos, and other venomous infefts : and this is faid 
to be the only ifland in the Kaft Indies where there are 

Here are feveral forts of poultry, particularly fowls 
and ducks ; alfo pigeons, doves, parrots, paroquets, 
rnackaws, and a great variety of linall birds. 

The rivers abound with fiih, among which are mul- 
lets, craw-fifh, flirimps, eels, oyllers, cVc. and they 
have plenty of turtles. But fome of the rivers are greatly 

peftered with crocodiles. 

Great quantities of gold arc got out of the rivers and 
mountains on the north part of the ifland ; and the 
trade of Achen principally depends on this valuable 
commodity. There are alfo mines of tin, iron, brafs, 
copper, &c. It has not any wheat or rye, but g; eat 
quantities of barley, honey, wax, fugar, ginger, and 
pepper, with which they load their veffels every year > 
and they fend their pepper and gold in exchange for' 
rice and opium, which our merchants fend them from 

Bengal and other parts. 

The inhabitants on the coaft are Mahometans ; the 
mountaineers, or natives, are Pagans. They are in ge- 
ral of a moderate Aature, and veiy fwarthy complexion. 
They have black eyes, flat faces, and high cheek bones. 
Their hair is long and black, and they take great pains 
to dye their teeth of the fame colour. They likewife 
befmear themfelves with oil, as in other hot countries, 
Co prevent bung flung by the infects and let their 
nails grow exceeding long, fcraping them till they are 
tranfparent, and dying them with vermilion. 

r I he poorer fort have a fmall piece of cloth fattened 
round the waift; and about their heads they wear a 
piece of linen, or a cap made of leaves, refembling the 
crown of a hat ; but they have neither /hoes or (lock- 
ings. The better fort wear drawers or breeches, and a 
piece of callicoor filk wrapped about their loins, and 
tin own over the left moulder j and when in towns they 
wear fandals on their feet. 

They are very proud and revengeful ; and fo indolent, 
that they will neither endeavour to improve themfelves 
in arts, fciences, or husbandry ; but Airier their manu- 
factures to be neglected, and their lands to lie without 
cultivation. 

Their flying proas, or failing vefTels, are greatly ad- 
mired for the neat and convenient manner in which 
they arc conftructed. They are very expert in building 
their houfes, but in all other mechanical arts they are 
very deficient. 

Sumatra is divided into feveral kingdoms and prin- 
cipalities ; but the mod confidcrablc is Achen, which 
comprehends the whole northern part of the ifland. 

Befides the king of Achen, who is the greatcft mo- 
narch in the ifland, there are feveral orancayas, or great 
lords, in thi» kingdom, who exercife fovereign autho- 
rity in their rtfpcctive territories : but they all acknow- 
ledge the king of Achen their fuperior, and accept the 
great offices in his court. In former times the kings 
have exercifed fuch defpotic power as to difplace fome 
of thefe, and depofe others j and, on the contrary, in- 
(lances have been known where thefe princes have dc- 
j)ofed the king, and placed another on the throne. 

The king of Achen and thefe princes have often 
flruggled for fovereign power j and if the former has 
been abfolute in fome rcijms, he has had a very limited 
•uthoiity mothers. The king has the power of difpo- 
ling of the crown during his life to fuch of his children 
as he thinks proper, whether born of a wife or a concu- 
bine : but if the king docs not drfpofe of it in his life- 
time, there are fometimes feveral competitors for it* 
anil he who is moft favoured by the orancayas, or vaflal 
princes, ufually carries his puinti and in thefe cafes 

liui crown it elective. 
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The capital city of this kingdom is Achen, feua** 
in 93 deg. 30 mm eaft long, and 5 cleg. 30 min. nort 
latitude. It Itands on a plain about rive miles fro l 
fea, 1000 miles fouth-ealt of Fort St. George inlnl 
and about 450 miles north- weft of the city of Mai ace* 
The harbour, which is capable of containing any num' 
ber of the Iargeft fliips, is commanded by° a fpacio 
fortrefs, encompaficd with a ditch, well fortified ac* 
corciing to the Indian manner, and mounted with can' 
non. There are feven gates belonging to the city be" 
fides which there are other redoubts and fortificat 
in the adjacent marfhes. 

In Achen are about 8000 houfes, which arc built on 
pods two feet above the ground, on account of the great 
rains that fometimes fo oveiflow the city, that the inha- 
bitants go from one houfe to another in boats. The 
floors and fides are made of fplit bamboos, and they are 
covered with reeds, cocoa or palmetto leaves. Thtv 
are chiefly divided by pallifadoes, except in two or three 
particular ftrcets fee apait for tiade, and one that ;a 
particularly inhabited by the Chinefe. The Europeans 
live as near each other as they can, in a long ltreetnear 
the river. They confift of Engliih, Dutch, Danes, 
and Port uguefe, who > with the Guzurats andChinefe) 
aie the chief traders in the city. 

The king's elephants and magazines are kept in the 
outer courts of the palace and at proper dilhnces are 
feveral fmall forts, well guarded, and ltored with artil- 
lery and fire-arms. But the king's greatcft. flrength 
confifts in his elephants, which are very numerous, and 
fo trained, that they will ftand unmoved at the firing of 
artillery. It is faid, that when they pals the king's 
apartments, they will falute him by bending their necks, 
and railing their trunks. 

The king has alfo a great number of horfes, all of 
which, as well as the elephants, have rich and magni- 
ficent trappings. 

He is not at any expence in times of war; for, at his 
command, all his fubjedts are obliged to march at their 
own expence, and carry with them provifions for three 
months. If they are in the field longer than that time* 
he fupplies them with rice for their fupport. On their 
going out he furni/hes them with arms, a regifter of 
which is kept, and they are obliged to reftore them at 
their return. 

This monarch muft be very rich, for he is at much 
lefs expence than any other prince in the Indies, In 
war he is only at the expence of arms, powder, leach 
and rice, which is very trifling; and in jr ace it dors 
not coft him any thing, even for the maintenance of his 
family. He has more flefh, fowl, and all kinds of' 
provifions, paid him by his fubje&s, than are con fumed 
in his palace ; and the furplus is fold at the market for 
his benefit. He divides hereditary eftatcs among his 
fubjecls, whom he obliges to furnifh him with a certain 
quantity of rice every year. This he puts into his ma- 
gazines, and exports to places where there is a fcarnty 
of that article. 

He is not at any expence either for his own cloarhs, or 
thofe of his concubines; for, on a certain day m the 
year, all who have any office or place in the city, are 
obliged to make him a prcfent of one or more garments, 
according to the income of their places. I H he king 
difapproves of what is pre fen ted, lie returns it hack t 
and the officer that gave it is Aire to be turned out ot 
his place, unlcfs he adjuAs the matter by compliment- 
ing him with a Aim of money. 

He is heir to all his fubjecls who die without im w 
ifliie. If they have any daughters unmarried, hr kiuJ* 
them to the palace. He is alfo heir to all foreign- rs 
that die within his territories - t for when fuch a l"' 1 nn 
is known to he ill, the king's oiTiccis take pofltfli"" ™ 
his houfe, and, on his death, remove his cfJecis to tie 
caAlc. He has the eilates of all thofe put m dcatiw 
and almoA every day pioduces an iniianec of lome : in- 
nocent man's fufTcring purely to gratify his unhounu^ 
avarice. If it is a wealthy perfon in office that to pn< K 

he is accufed of mal-adminiAratioi) j anU ' "J 
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pre vent their ~£ cCfen^" 

b LW*^ov«bL lodged in the caftle, be- 
S *ey know Their fentence. Such is the tyranny of 

^tetailvefpf Achen are proud, envious, and 
The na " vc , f - f their neighbours, and yet pretend 

Sanity than t.fe inhabitants of any other 
Jon Some of them are good mechan.es, efpec.ally 
Siding -allies; and they are very dextrous ,n domg 
m buiwing , 0 . • . They a fo work well in 

a " k r a ndcoppe and fume JtbL are (killed in mak- 
wood and copper , an un.„„\, w {\„ s their chief 
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wooa rv Thev live very abftemiouuy, th 
"^bSice^S ^wS'fo^e of the better fc 

Si q« of fifh, and their ufual drink s waf cr 

Thev are very fond pf tobacco, though they have but 
Utde of their own railing and for want of p.pes they 
Ske in a bueno, which is the leaf of a tree rolled up 
wUh a little tobacco in it ; this they light at one end, 
draw the fmoke through the other, till it is nearly 
burnt to the lips. Thefe roll s are very cunoufly form- 
ed, and great quantities of them are fold in the public 

As Mahometans, agreeable to the laws of the Koran, 
thev are permitted to marry as many women as they 
pleafe - t but the firft is entitled to the preference, and 
the children by her are efteemed the lawful heirs. If 
any diiputcs arife between the hufband and his wives, 
they may feparate, provided they mutually requeft it ; 
but the folicitation of one only will not be fufficient 
The rites of marriage among the Sumatrans conlilt 
Cmply in joining the hands of the parties, and pronoun- 
cing them man and wife, without much ceremony, ex- 
cept the entertainment given upon the occafion. But 
little apparent courtfhip precedes the marriages their 
manners do not admit of it, the young people of each 
fex being carefully kept afunder, and the girls being 
fcldom trufted from under the wings of their mothers. 
The opportunities which the young people have of fee- 
ing each other, are at the public feftivais. On thefe 
occafions the per/ons who are unmarried meet together, 
and dance and fing in company. The men, when de- 
termined in their choice, generally employ an old wo- 
man as their agent, by whom they make known their 
fentiments, and fend prefents to the female of their 
choice. The parents then interfere, and the prelimi- 
naries being fettled, a feaft takes place. The greater 
the concoui fc at thefe feftivais, the more is the credit 
of the hoft, who is generally the father of the girl. 

Mothers do not carry their children on the arm as our 
nurfes do, but ftraddling on the hip, and ufually fup- 
poncd by a cloth, which tics in a knot on the oppofite 
Ihouldcr. The children are nurfed but little, not con- 
fined by any fwathing or bandages, and being fuffcred 
10 roll about the floor, foon learn to walk and fhift for 
ihemfclves. Whon cradles are ufed, they fwing fuf- 
pended from the ceilings of the room. 

At their funerals the corpfe is carried to the place of 
interment on a broad plank, which is kept for the pub- 
lic fcrvice, and lafts many generations. It is conftantly 
nibbed with lime, either to prevent its decay, or keep 
it pure. No coffin is ufed, the body being fimply 
wrapped in white cloth. In forming the grave, after 
djgRing to a convenient depth, they make a cavity in 
the fide at bottom, of fufficient dimenfions to contain 
the body, by which means the earth lies light upon it; 
ami this cavity, after ftrewing flowers in it, they flop 
wp by two boards, fattened angularly to each other - t fo 
that the one is on the top of tfce corpfe, while the other 
aeicnds ir on the open fide, the edge rcftinrr on the bot- 



tom of ihc grave. The outer |JL 
*"» wuh, and little white (lacs 
hick in order around. 

bca 



is then filled up 
gs, or ft reamers, are 
They hkewife plant a fhrub 



paring a white flower, and in fome places maijorum. 
i e women who attend the funeral, make a nideous 
n^tc, not unlike the Irifh howl. 

fKret^^ a^ ^ f^0m J h . c acooun » of W. Marfden, Efq. 
lurctary to the prcfident and council of Fort Marlbro', 
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that the people of Batta, tn the Ifland of Sumatra eat 
human flefh ; not as a gluttonous delicacy, like the 
New Zealanders, but as a mode of Chewing their deteftn 
tion of crimes, and an horrid indication of revenge and 
infult to their unfortunate enemies. The objects of 
this barbarous repaft are prifoners taken in war, and of- 
fenders convicted and condemned for capital crimes. 
The unhappy object, whether prifoner of war or male- 
factor, is tied to a flake : the people aftembled throw 
their lances at him from a certain diftance,^ and when 
mortally wounded, they run up to him aii if in a tran- 
fport of pafiion, cut pieces from the body with their 
knives, dip them in a difh of fait and lemon juice, 
(lightly broil them over a fire prepared for the purpofe, 
and fwallow the morfels with a degree of lavage enthu- 
fiafm. Inftances have been known where, with barba- 
rity Hill aggravated, they have torn the flefh from the 
carcafe with their mouths. It is, however, but juftice 
to obferve, that though there have been inftances of 
their eating the bodies of their enemies (lain in battle, 
that horrid practice but rarely takes place. 

Their method of deftroying tygers is extraordinary, , 
and worthy of notice. Torches, made of dried bam- 
boos, are carried with a view to frighten away the ty- 
gers, which are alarmed at the appearance of fire ; and 
for the fame rcafon it is common to make ablaze with 
wood, in different parts round their villages. Thefe 
animals prove to the inhabitants, both in their journies, 
and even their domeftic occupations, mod fatal enemies. 
The number of people annually (lain by thefe rapacious 
tyrants of the woods is almoft incredible. Inftances 
have been known of whole villages being depopulated 
by them; yet, from a fuperftitious prejudice, it is with 
difficulty the natives are prevailed on by a large reward, 
which the India Company offers, toufe methods of de- 
ftroying them, till they have fuftained fome particular 
injury in their own family or kindred* Their traps, of 
which they can make variety, are very ingenioufly con- 
trived. Sometimes they are in the nature of ftrin 
cages, with falling doors, into which the beaft is entice 
by a goat or dog enclofed as a bait. Sometimes they 
manage that a large timber lhall fall in a groove acrofs 
his back. Sometimes he is noofed about the loins with 
ftrong rattans. Sometimes he is led to afcend a plank 
nearly balanced, which, turning when he is paft the 
center, lets him fall upon fharp ftakes prepared below. 

The fize and ftrengtli of the fpecies which infeft this 
ifland are prodigious. They are faid to break with a 
ftroke of their fore paw the leg of a horfe or a buffalo ; 
and the largeft prey they kill is, without difficulty, 
dragged by them into the woods. This they ufually 
perform the fecond night, being fuppofed on the firft to 
gratify themfelves with fucking the blood only. Time 
is, by this delay, afforded to prepare for their deftruc- 
tion and to the methods already enumerated, may be 
added that of placing a veffel of water, ftrongly im- 
pregnated with arfenic, near the carcafe, which is fas- 
tened to a tret, to prevent its being carried off. The 
tyger having fatiated himfelf with the flefh, is prompted 
to afluage his thirft with the tempting licjuor at hand, 
and pcrifhes in the indulgence. Their chief fubfiftencc 
is moft probably the unfortunate monkies, with which 
the woods abound. They arc defcribed as alluring them 
to their fate by a fafcinating power fimilar to what has 
been fuppofed of the fnake, the alligator, and the cro- 
codile. 

In this ifland every old man and woman is a phyfi- 
cian, their rewards depending on their fuccefs. The 
mode of practice is cither by adminiftering the juices of 
certain trees and herbs inwardly, or by applying out- 
wardly a poultice of leaves, chopped I'm all, upon the 
bread, or part affected, renewing it as foon as it be- 
comes dry. For internal pains they rub oil on a large 
leaf, of a ftimulant quality, and heating it before the 
fire, clap it on the body of the patient as a blifter, which 
produces very powerful effects. They never ufc bleeding. 
The final 1 pox fometimes vifits the ifland, and makes 
tcjriblf ravages. It is looked upon as a plague, and 
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drives from the country thou rands whom the infeftion 
fpares Their method of (topping its promts (for they 
do not attempt a cure) is by converting into an hoipitaJ, 
or recej S the reft, that village where he the great- 
eft number of Hck, whither they fend all who are at- 
tacked by the diforder from the country round. The 
moft effectual methods are purfued to prevent any per 
fon cfcaping from the village, which is burnt to the 
Iround, as ?bon as the infection has I pent itfelf, or de- 
£ all the victims thus offered to *. Ino«L mon 
teems to be an idea not thought of. The veneieal 
difeafe, though common in the Malay country, is, in 
this ifland, almoft unknown. A man returning to his 
village with the infection is Ihunned by the inhabitants 
as an unclean and interdicted perfon. The Malayans 
cure it with a decoction of a China root, called by them 
cradoong, which caufes a falivation. 
& Robberies and murders are more frequent here than 
in any other part of the Indies, notwithstanding the laws 
ire of the mod fevere nature. All offenders are brought 
to a fpeedy trial, and the punimment is inflicted im- 
mediately after their conviction. If the offence be of a 
trittiiiK nature, the punifhment, for the firft time, is 
the lois only of a hand or foot, and the fame for the ie- 
cond ; but for the third, or if they rob to a confiderable 
amount, they are impaled alive. When the hand or 
foot is to be cutoff, the limb is laid on the edge of a 
broad hatchet, and the executioner ftrikes it with a large 
mallet till the amputation is perfected ; and dien they 
put the Hump into a hollow bamboo Huffed with rags 
or mofs, to prevent the criminal from dying by the lofs 
of blood. After he has thus fuffered, whether by the 
king's command, or the fentence of the judge, all the 
ignominy of his crime is wiped off ; and if any one up- 
braids him with it, he may kill him with impunity. 
Murder and adultery are punifhed with death ; and^ in 
this cafe, the criminal has many executioners, he being 
placed amidft a number of people, who ftab him with 
their daggers : but female offenders are put to death by 
fli-angling. The king is frequently a fpeftator of thefe 
punimments, and foinetimes acls himfelfas executioner: 
and though fuch a fpeclacle mutt, to a feeling mind, 
appear of the molt horrid nature, yet fo little does he 
feem to be affected by it, that inflances have been known 
of his executing a criminal, and immediately going to 
entertain himfelfwith cock-fighting, a diverfion more 
universally eftccmcd than any other in the country. A 
Gentleman, lately arrived from this part of the world, 
has favoured us with the following particulars relative 
to that amufement. The cock-pit (if the expreflion may 
be tiled) L< a foot on the level ground, on a ftage erected 
and coveted in. It is encloied with a railing, which 
keeps off the fpccUtors, none but the handlers and 
heelers being admitted within fide. A man who has a 
high opinion of, and regard for his cock, will not fight 
him under a certain number of dollars, which he places 
in order on the floor. I lis poorer adverfary is perhaps 
unable to depofit one half : the (landers by make up 
the fum, and receive their dividends in proportion, if 
fuccefsful. A father on his death-bed has been known 
to defire his fon to take the firft opportunity of match- 
ing a c ock for a fum equal to his whole property, upon 
a blind conviction of its being invulnerable. Cocks of 
the fame colour are never matched, but a grey agamft 
a pile, a yellow againll a red, and the like, Great 
pains are taken in rearing and feeding. Contrary to 
our laws, the owner is allowed to take up and handle 
his cock during the battle, to dear his eye Of a feather, 
or his mouth of blood. The cocks are never trimmed, 
but matched in full feather. The artificial fpur ufed in 
Sumarra refemhles the blade of a fcymetar in fhape, 
and proves a more dcdruclive weapon than the Euro- 
pean fpur. It has no ibeket, but is tied to the leg, and 
in the polition of it the nicety of the match is regulated. 
As in horfc-raeing weight is proportioned to inches, fo 
in cot king a bird of fuperior weight and fixe is brought 
to an equality with his adverfary, by fixing the ftccl 
fpur fo many leaks of the leg above the natural fpur, 
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and thus obliging him to fight with a degree of difad 
vantage. It rarely happens that both cocks furviveth 



combat. 



Survive the 

Having thus noticed the particulars relative to the 
kingdom and city of Achen, we fliall now pr>i nt out 
the other placer, that are diilinguifhed in this ifland, be- 
ginning with thofe on the weltern road:. The firft of 
thefe is Bencoolen, a fettlement belonging to the En<v- 
lifh, but chiefly inhabited by people of other nations. 
Th's town is fituated in 103 deg. eall longitude, and 3 
deg. 10 min. lb uth latitude. The adjacent country is 
mountainous and woody j and in lo me parts are volcano* 
that fiequently ifiue out fire. The air is veiy un- 
whokfome, and the mountains are generally covered 
with thick clouds, that bur ft in dorms of thunder, rain, 
cVc. The foil is a fertile clay, and the chief produce 
is grafs; but near the lea it is ail a morals. The na- 
tives build their houfes on bamboo pillars as at Achen, 
but the Englifh build theirs with timber, not only from 
their being in want of (lone, but on account of earth- 
quakes, which very frequently happen in this part of 
the ifland. 

There is a fmall liver on the north-weft fide of the 
town, by which the pepper is brought here from the in- 
land part of the country; but there is a great incon- 
venience in fhipping it, on account of a dangerous bar 
at the mouth of the river. The road is alfo dangerou* 
for mips, as it has no other defence from the violence 
of the fea during the fouth-wclt monfoons, than a fmall 
place named Rat Ifland, which, with the land of IVmc 
Sillabar, makes the haven. The town is about two 
miles in circumference, and is known at fea by a wry 
high (lender mountain, called die Sugar-Loaf, which 
rifes in the country twenty-nine miles beyond the town. 

A few years after the Englifh firft lettled on this 
iQand, which was about the year 1685, the K: ft-India 
Company built a fort, and called i: Fort York. In 1690 
a contagious diflemper ra£»ed with fuch violence, that 
the governor and council all di,d in a very fhort l«>ace 
of time, which was attributed to The town being fttuarol 
on fo unwholefome a fpot as not to be borne by an hu- 
ropean conftitution. In confequence ut t.us calamity, 
the Englifh, in 17 19, began to build a new tort in a 
more healthy part, and better adapted for regular fortifi- 
cations ; but they had no fooner railed the walls of it, 
dian the natives, who had along time been at enmity 
with them, attacked the place, and fet fire to the prin- 
cipal part of their buildings ; on which the governor, 
with his fmall garrifon, precipitately embarked for Ba- 
tavia, leaving behind" them feveral chtfts of money, and 
all the artillery, arms, ammunition, &c. I he na- 
tives, however, finding ihemfclves greatly injured ny 
the abfence of the En^lifo, and not hayingany methm 
of difpofing of their pepper, in a ihort time after inviwl 
them to return, and again take polTcflion of their ntw 
fettlement. This invitation being nrceptcd, the fort 
they had begun was foon completed, under the nimf « 
Marlborough Fort ; and they have been in quiet poltti- 
Hon of the place from that time to the prelent. 

Sillcbar is an Knglith fettlement, fmiatrc abot t 5 
miles from Bencoolen, where they conftantly t * 
detachment from Marlborough Fort. The torn^ ; 
leiably lar-r, and before it is a convenient ha v . 
but it has not any building, or other matter, Uutut 
mands particular attention. , n ( 

They have alio other icttlnuents t^'* Tif™. ^ 
e above, particularly at Caitoun. ^lf ^ m 
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miles from Bencoolen ; I]T<>> sil.mit.r) ""J"';", ,„iH 
the north i Bantall, which is iijw.u-.l-. . , the 
north of Renccmlcn i and Mocho, luuaicd a Mill 

fouth of Indrapour. r.nl.-iwiir.ni* 
The Dutch have likcwife feveral ;^>d . t < m> • 

this .Hand, the molt confutable o( vd>" ^ , ;„ l ,| 1 . 
bang, orPullambam, fituatcd about '-? ,„.,,. is 
caft b of Bencoolen. The ch rl a.tale »l ^ " 
pieppcr, of which the Dutch have pro.J>:<'.u. 1 

titles. 

The Dutch fa£tori« here arc, Bandit 
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it,ncalis, Rented nearly oppofite to Malacca on the 
, 5" 0 f a fpacious river of its own name The chief 
b • 1 \ fold bv the company here are cloth and 
? rSJSKh theyVeive gold duft . 
,n S i fituated on the river Andraghina but is an 
inconfiderable place, on account of the unwholcfome- 

"'klJc^n'tuated about 60 miles fouth of the cqua- 
«nd has a fine river, where large (hips may come 
t0 n and ride in fafety ; but it is the moll infignificant 
r tr'lrmcnt the Dutch have on this ifland. 

PHaman, fituated nearly oppofite to Padang, about 
,00 miles north-«eft of Indrapour. It is very popu- 
lous and plentifully fupplied with moft kinds of pro- 
tons The natives carry on a confiderable trade in 
old with the inhabitants of Manimcabo. The Dutch 
factory here for fome years, but were at length 
driven from it by the king of Achen. 

Ticdw is fituated about feven leagues from Daffa- 
man, in 10 deg. fouth lat. The inland part of the 
country is very high, but that next the fea is low, co- 
vered with woods, and watered with feveral fmall ri- 
vers, which render it marlhy. There are, however, 
many pleafant meadows well flocked with buffalos and 
nxen, which are purchafed at a very eafy price. It 
likew'ife affords plenty of rice, poultry, and feveral 
forts of fruits, as durians, ananas, oranges, citrons, 
pomegranates, melons, mangos, cucumbers and po- 
tatoes. But its moft valuable produce is pepper, with 
which it abounds, and is in quality efteemed fupcrior 
to that of any other place on the ifland ; for which rea- 
fon thofe parts are exceeding populous. The city is 
fituated about two miles from the fea, oppofite to a 
fmall ifland. It is but a mean place, for the city and 
fuburbs do not contain 800 houfes, which are chiefly 
built with reeds, and are neither ftrong or convenient. 

Barros, one of the moft considerable places on the 
weft coafl belonging to the king of Achen, is fituated 
on a fine river near about the center between Ticow 
and Achen. The Dutch and Engliih, as alfo the in- 
habitants of the coaft, buy up the camphire here, in 
order to carry it to Surat, and the Streighti of Sunda. 

A.ndrigi is a fmall province, but is remarkable for 
producing great quantities of pepper and gold is 
cheaper here than in any other part of the ifland. 

Jambay alfo produces great quantities of pepper, 
which is faid to be much fuperior in quality to that of 
Andigri. 

Pedir is a large territory fituated about 30 miles 
from Achen, and has the advantage of an excellent 
river. The foil is very fertile, and the country pro- 
duces fuch quantities of rice, that, it is called the gra- 
nary of Achen. 

Paflamnn is a large place fituated at the foot of a 
very high mountain, but is remarkable only for pro- 
ducing pepper. 

There are feveral iflands belonging to that of Su- 
rnatia, among which is one called by the inhabitants 
nno Lanchakay, and by the natives of Achen, Pulo 
Uula, or Ifland of Pepper, from its producing fuch a 
I>rodig,ous abundance of that article. 

Lmgcn Ifland \fi fituated about 60 mile* north-eafl 

arr y ! ami about the fame Pittance *o the fouth- 
jWtof Johorc. It is 50 miles in length and 10 in 
nrea< t n: the interior part of it is very mountainous, 
that next the fea lies low, and is very fertile. It 
Produces pepper and canes, and in fomo parts of it 



lead 150 miles in 
The natives, like 



' great numbers of porcupines. 
Banca Ifland is large, being at 

W Jli 5 Malayans, are treacherous, and very in- 
en in *! fl l ch ftran 8 cra as unfortunately happen to 
WtTn^n ° D . thc C0aft - At the mouth ^f the 

rs at , t n has but fC r W ^ttantt, and only pro- 
!, I a ,m «' quantity of pepper. 

**£S Voii ry 7 ll i.? t , hcr * na11 iflands ^longing to 
lo trip [!' . of are ""inhabited and <fcc rcC 
trifling ai not to admit of Ocfcjipcipru W 



SECTION VIII. 

The MOLUCCAS, or SPICE ISLANDS. 

rT"\HESE iflands are called Moluccas from the word 

Moloc, fignifying bead, and referring to their 
fituat'on at the head or entrance of the Archipelago of 
St. Lazarus. They are -denominated Spice Iflands 
from their abounding in fpices, particularly nutmegs 
and cloves, which grow in no other countries in the 
known world. They lie between 5 deg. north, and 
7 deg. fouth lat. and from 121 to 130 deg. eaft: long. 

The principal of thefe iflands are the following, viz. 
Banda, Pulloway, Pulorin, Nora. Gumanpi, and Gu- 
liaien, all of which produce nutmegs, and are diftin- 
guifhed under the name of the Banda Iflands. Tern ate, 
Tidore or Tidor, Motir, Machian, Bachian, Amboy- 
na, Bouro, Ceram, Gilolo and Bouton, moftly pro- 
duce cloves, Sec. - 

The fpices of thefe iflands were known to the Euro- 
peans long before the pafiage to the Eaft: Indies by the 
way of the Cape of Good Hope had been found out, 
being brought to the Mediterranean by the way of the 
Red Sea, or fometimes through Pcrfia and Turkey. 
But the Portuguefe difcovering the before-mentioned 
pafiage, and penetrating to thefe iflands in 151 1, the 
emperor Charles V. claimed them as his own ; but the 
Portuguefe would not give them up : they were, how- 
ever, driven out by the Dutch, who are at prefent in 
pofTellion of them, and deftroy great quantities of the 
fpices annually, in order to keep up the price, and not 
glut the markets. 

The nutmeg refembles a peach, and the clove a 
laurel-tree, only the leaves are fmaller than eidier : the 
fruit of the former is both nutmeg and mace, the nut- 
meg being the kernel, and the mace a kind of leaf that 
inclofes the nutmeg- (hell, and the whole is contained 
in a large coat like that of a walnut: but the cloves 
appear in clufters j the bloflbm changes gradually from 
white to green, red and brown, which latter is the cha- 
ra&eriftic of its ripenefs ; but when it is dried in the 
fun it receives a blackifh hue. The clove is gathered 
from September to February, and the nutmeg in A- 
pril, Auguft and December. The April crop is, how- 
ever, deemed the bed ■> and the nutmegs, when ga- 
thered, are boiled in lime to prevent their being worm- 
eaten. 

The Banda Iflands, or thofe which produce the nut- 
megs, lie near each other. Banda, the principal of 
them, is about 10 miles long and 10 broad. Befides 
the large forefts of nutmeg and clove trees, which grow 
fpontaneoufly, and require not the lead: trouble, the 
foil is fertile in a variety of delicious fruits. The ifland 
is in the fhape of a crefcent, and the concavity of it 
forms an excellent bay, near which (lands the principal 
town. Several brooks which fiuw fiom a fmall moun- 
tain water the whole country, and render it exceeding 

pleafant. 

The natives are ftrong in their peiTonr., difagrecable 
in their features, malicious in their rempeis, and me- 
lancholy io their difpofuions. The Dutch fay, 

They are ugly and flrong, 
And bear malice long. 

The Ifland of Banda is divided into three difrricTs : 
the religions are Mahometaniim and Paganifm. The 
native* have Ihips of fome force, containing a few 
cannon in each, and ufe bucklers, back and bread: - 
plates as dcfenfive, and carbines, darts, lances, fey- 
meters, &c, as offend ve weapons. The men are very 
idle, and oblige the women not only to do all the do- 
meftic drudgery, but to cultivate the land. They have 
thrte harvefti in the year, but make fruit a principal 
part of their diet. 

The Dutch have a fort at the weftern part of die 
ifland, erected upon the top of a mountain, and af- 
. cended to by 324 done dt p*. At the ft.ot of the 

mount am 
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mountain ft ands a negro town, the principal fa&ory of 
the Dutch being at Neia, which is well fortified, as 
are all the landing places in the illand ; and the whole 
are under the direction and fupcrinte.idance of a go- 
vernor and council. 

The imports into this and the other Banda iflands 
?re, gold chains, gold coins, enameKed and darnafked 
fword' blades, filvcr cups gilt, guns, china ware; 
broad cloth, velvets, damafks, flannels, rice, &c. 1 he 
exports are fpiees and fi nits. 

Nothing can be laid of the other Little Banda 
iflands, but what is included in the above general de- 
fcriptio.i of Bandi. 

Tern.iU is not above 24 miles in circumference ; 
but though inferior in fi e to f>meof the other Moluc- 
cas, it is deemed the principal both by the Dutch and 
natives, as the Dutch rruke it the head feat of their 
government, anil the chief prince of thefe iflands the 

place of his refidence. 

This illand produces cloves in great abundance, ad- 
mirable almonds, delicious fruits, a few goats, and 
feme poultry, but not rice or any other grain; for the 
exceflivc lu at which is requidte to ripen fpiees, and 
meliorate fruit, parches the earth fo as to render it in- 
capable of bearing wheat, barley, or rice : for here 
die fun is feen in all his fplendor and power, and his 
influence is fo greatly felt, that his rays penetrate thro' 
the pores of the earth, and warm the foil to a con- 
fiderable depth beneath the furface: 

For like a giant flron^, or bridegroom gay, 
The fun fpiings dancim? thro* the gates of day ; 
lie (hakes his dewy locks, and hulls his beams 
O'er the proud hills, and warms the eaftern ftreams : 
His fiery couriers bound above the main, 
And whirl the car along th* ethereal plain ; 
The fiery couriers and the car difplay 
A ft ream cf glory, and a flood of day. 

The natives have a fubftitute for bread, which makes 
the moft whole fome and exquifitc cakes in the univerfe, 
that is, the pith of a tree called Sago, whofe falubrious 
qualities are well known in Europe. This excellent 
tree is not only of utility with refpeft to its medicinal 
virtues, and for yielding them bread, but it affords 
them likewife drink, cloathing and flicker ; for by in- 
cifion, a liquor is drawn from it that exceeds moft: wines j 
the leaves being a kind of cotton, the fmaller are con- 
verted into garments, and the larger 11 fed to thatch their 
houics. This bread contributes to the longevity of the 
natives, moft of whom live to an hundred years of age. 

All the Moluccas are fubjctSr to a king, who receives 
tribute from every one of the iflands. The natives 
ftruggled againft the encroachments of foreigners many 
years, but were totally fubducd by the Dutch in 1680 ; 
and the latter have at pre font fo many forts, and fuch 
ftrong garrilbn*, that the former do not entertain the 
lead idea of driving them from their country. 

The houfes in general art built of cane; fome few 
of the better fort, indeed, have wooden houfes. With 
refpect to their furniture, a mat ferves them in (lead of 
a bed, chair and table ; for they lie on it, cat and drink 
on it, and fit on it. This, and a pot to drefs their 
victuals, a hatchet to cut their wood, and a calibafli to 
hold their water, make the whole catalogue of their 
houfhold utenfils : their windows arc not glazed, nor 
are their doors fecured by locks. They wear filk or 
•allico, and all perfons make their own garments, the 
king and grandees excepted. Their fuel is odoriferous 
woods, and even their (mithsufe nothing in their forges 
but almond (hells. The king refides at Malaya, a 
little town fortified witU a mud wall ; but the fuburbs, 
in which the Dutch faclory have a fine garden, is pretty 
large, and well inhabited by blacks. The palace is 
but a trivial building, but the gardens belonging to it 
•re very plea f ant, and contain an aviary filled with a 
gnmt variety of beautiful birds, whole harmonious notes 
mrc delightful to the ear. 

The waters in this ifland are remarkably clear, and 
tht fi/h very delicious. 



Ternate produces parrots, which are handfom 
fpeak mo e diftinAly than thofe of the Weft.y f ^ 
the moft remarkable of the feathered race in rk^n 
is the bird of paradife, which is juftly deerneftS 
beautiful bird in the univerfe. The head is like rK r 
a fwallow, but the bdl confiderably longer ; the bL? 
is final!, but the plumage difplays fuch admirable 
lours, as are inconceivably pleafing to behold. 



y 
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There is a volcano in this ifland, which cafts out a 
does great mifchief. We have the following w c 



iulphurous fire three months in the year, and fometi 



count of its dreadful devaluations in a letter from 
merchant at Batavia, dated Oft. 18, 1776. 

" On the 4th of June 1775 there were more than 
100 (hocks of earthquakes felt here, fome of which 
were fo violent that they feemed to threaten the dc 
(traction of the whole ifland. About the 20th of Au~ 
guft they were felt again, and the burning mountain" 
after a dreadful explofion, threw out hot ftones, tin! 
ders, and lava in abundance 4 and on the 5th of No- 
vember the earth was never dill for three hours j the 
mountain feemed all on fire, and the moft dreadful 
dorm of thunder and lightning fell in every part of the 
ifland, which threw die inhabitants into fuch a confter- 
nation, that they ran from one part to another for flieU 
ter, but none was to be found : the fea was fo dread- 
fully boitterous that deftruction was there inevitable, 
and on the land the earth opened and trembled under 
them, as if the whole ifland was going to be annihilated; 
but by the providence of the Almighty a calm was re- 
ftored, and the inhabitants had time to fee what da- 
mage had been done, when it appeared that the Dutch 
fettlement had fuffered but little i but it will be fome 
years before the iflanders recover their lofs. The king 
has made a report, that a large track of land on the 
north fide of the ifland, in the diftrict of Xulla Ta- 
cory, has been fwallowed up, by which 16 plantations 
have been totally deftroyed, and 141 perfons either 
burnt, or drowned in the fea, where many of diem took, 
refuge in their boats, This report has been confirmed 
by about 30 of the unfortunate inhabitants, who are ren- 
dered dreadful objects by wounds and burns in this 
(hocking event. On the 5th and 6th of November the 
earthquakes, and effufions of fire, (lone and fulphur- 
ous fmoak from the mountains began as bad as ever, 
but no lives were loft. The horrors of this night are 
not to be defcribed, for the thunder, lightning, and 
moft (hocking earthquakes continued without inter- 
ruption for ia hours, with the moft terrible violence : 
from this dreadful night there were no more earth- 
quakes till July 1, 1776, when they were again felt for 
two hours, but not violent." 

The iflands of Tidor, Motir, Machian and Ba- 
chian are remarkable only for producing nutmegs and 
cloves. 

Amboyna, which is better than 70 miles to the north- 
ward of Banda, is about 7 a miles in circumference, 
and lies in 3 deg. 8 min. fouth lat. and 127 deg. 10 
min. cad long. It contains at prefent above 50 pro- 
teftant churches, and many of the natives, who Iiavs 
been fent over to Holland for education, officiate as 
clergymen and miffionarics, by which means prolelyies 
are exceeding numerous. The foil is very Icrule, pro- 
ducing in abundance nutmegs, cloves, oranges, le- 
mons, citrons, potatoes, millet, tobacco, fugar, barn- 
boos, &c. but the air is unwholefome : there is a goon 
bay, which oenetratcs very far into the land, and oy 
that means forms a commodious harbour. *J hc P c0 ^ 
extract a fpirituous liquor, and a kind of oil fromgrcfn 
cloves, which are both good in paralytic cafes.^ 

men 
a 
c 

them, 

cious difpofition. -. ~- - ,. mnr 

houfes are all built very low. The ftrong and imp 
tant fortrefs called Fort Victory, is the ftaplc or in* 
Dutch Eaft India Company in thole parts. 11 



len wear only a piece of cloth about their wailts, »"« 
re mighty proud of having large whiflcr rs. I ncy p - 
hafe their wives, but, in cafe of barrenncf*. clivoic 

The women are both of a loofc and of a ma - 

On account of the carthqu*" the 
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a u f™ir bulwarks, a broad ditch, and a garrifon 
fended by T7 n alifh had formerly factories here 

° f S afthe Dutch ; but, in 1 6 ?3 , the latter maflacrcd 
as well as uic f d the dominion of the Spice 

th n C f w ich had been ceded to the Englifh by the 
Iflan ^mMves. In putting the Englifh and fome 
SSkSSi they &d thfe moil horrid cruelties 
Japancie con f e ffions concerning a pretended 

"J Ihirh they accufed them of having formed: and, 
(tame of King James I. and King Charles I. no 

n ver Cromwell was nor, however, fo eafy about the 
rrl . for he frightened the Dutch into the payment 
rf 00,000). as fome kind of retribution There are 
fcvcral populous villages in the ifland, in the crunches 
and chapels of which religious fervice is performed both 
" the Dutch and Malayan tongues. It contains like- 

with fprings of excellent water. 



in 
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wife many mountains, 

Bouro, in 2 deg. 3° mm. fouth lat. and 125 deg. 30 
eaitlong. is about 75 miles in length, and 30 in 
breadth The Dutch have a ftrong fort here ; though 
the ifland is perfectly fecure from the Angularity of its 
coaft which rifes in a high ridge, and ericompaflcs the 
whole as with a wall. It con rains fome prodigious high 
mountains, but is, neverthelefs, very fertile, producing 
cloves, nutmegs, cocoa-trees, bananas, piany, green 
ebony, beans, ptas, potatoes, tobacco, Indian wheat, 
lime-trees, herbs, flowers, &c. Among the beads are 
the civit-cat, and a fingular kind of roe-buck, whole 
fkfh is very delicate. The natives are black, and go 
entirely naked till they are twelve years of age, at which 
period they tie a piece of cloth round their waifts, and 
never wear any other garment. They are Mahometans 
and Pagans, but, upon the whole, have very little fenfe 
of religion. When a relatk i dies, they appear very 
fad till the corpfe is in the ground, and then they feem 
merry to an excefs ; but do not forget to make a kind 
of fepulchre of ftone and clay, to cover the grave of the 
defunct* The next day after the women are delivered 
of children* in t his ifland, they go about their ordinary 
work, while the men indulge themfelves in bed, and 
pretend to be vaflly ill. Inftead of a cradle, they put 
their infants in a kind of net-work hammock, which 
they hang upon a peg whenever they are too bufy to 
dandle it in their arms. 

Cerani is in a deg. 3omin. fouth lat. and in 127 deg. 
cafl long, and produces cloves and nutmegs, but is 
woody and mountainous. The Dutch factory, called 
Am bay, is defended by a ftrong fort and good garrifon. 
The inhabitants, who are Pagans and Mahometans, 
own the king of Ternate as their fovereign, though they 
have a prince of their own who dwells at Cambello. 

Gilolo extends from 1 deg. fouth, to 2 deg. north 
latitude; and from 12510 128 deg. cafl longitude; 
and is 190 miles long, and 110 broad. The air is un- 
healthy, and the foil produces rice and fago, but no 
fpices. The inhabitants arc ftrong and tall, but bar- 
barous and cruel, and have an independent fovereign 
of their own. 

Bouton lies between 4 and 5 deg. fouth lat. and in 
in deg. 30 min. cafl longitude. It is 75 miles in 
length, and 30 in breadth. It has a good harbour, and 
contains a large town with tolerable houfes, built in the 
manner of thole of Mindano. This town is cnclofed 
by a ftone wall, and fur rounded by groves of cocoa- 
trees. The natives arc governed by a prince of their 
own, fpeak the Maylayan language, and nrofefs the 
Mahometan religion. 

SECTION IX. 

Islands adjoinino to Java, with the Island or 

T I M O R. 

KVRRAL iflands border on the coatt: of Java, 
where the European vefTels, in their voyages to 
Borneo, meet with refrefhments at a much eafier rate 
«*n at Batavia. The Dutch hav« forts in mail of 



thefe iflands, and the inhabitants are fubjecT: to thei r 
government. 

Oppofite the eaflermofl point of Java is the Ifland of 
Mandura, the moft valuable produce of which, for fo- 
reign markets, are deer flcins. Its principal town is 
Araba, fi mated near a deep bay, about eight leagues 
from the wefternmoft land of Java. The foil of this 
ifland is very fertile, and produces feveral forts of grain, 
particularly rice ; alio various kinds of the moft deli- 
cious fruits. The chief animals are buffalos, horfes, 
fheep, and oxen, the latter of which are remarkably 
large, and the flefli little inferior to thofe of Europe. 
The buildings of the inhabitants, and their maxims and 
cuftoms, are much the fame as in other Indian nations j 
but they are divided in their religion, fome of them be- 
ing Mahometans, and others Pagans. The men aie in 
general very robuft and courageous, for which reafon 
they are called upon by the Dutch, when occafion re- 
quires, to recruit Their forces at Batavia, or fuch other 
of their fettlements, where there is any deficiency in 
the fixed number of their troops. 

Bally, an ifland, by fome called LefTer Java, is 
fituated to the eaft of Java, from which it is divided on 
the weft by the Straits of Bally. It is fmall, but pro- 
duces a great plenty of all kinds of pro virions j and the 
natives are very ftrong and bold. The ttraits are nar- 
row and dangerous ; and it is with great difficulty that 
a paflage can be made fiom Mandura to this ifland, ow- 
ing to the violence of the winds, that blow from the 
fouth once in 24 hours. 

To the eaft of Bally is the Ifland ofLambock, which 
is alfo very fmall, but produces every necefiary article 
for the enjoyment of the inhabitants, though not any 
particular one for foreign markets. 

Near Lam bock are the Straits of Allafs, fo called 
from a town of that name on the fhore, oppofite to 
which lies the Ifland of Combava. This is a much 
larger ifland than either of the former two, notwith- 
standing which it does not produce any particular article 
for exportation. 

There are two fmall iflands to the eaft of Combava 
called Sappi, but they are not of any account in com- 
merce. Adjoining to thefe is the Ifland of Flores, 
which is tolerably large, being 1 50 miles in length, 
and upwards of 50 in breadth. At the weft en J of this 
ifland is a town called Larrcntoucka, the. inhabitants of 
which are diltinguifhed for the infamous practice of 
poifoning ftrangers. 

At a fmall diftance from Flores is the Ifland of Solor, 
where the Dutch have a factory; and to the eaft of this 
lie the Iflands of Leolana, Panterra, and Mifomby, all 
of which are only remarkable for producing a fmall 
quantity of fandal wood, and fome caffia-lignea. 

Timor lies about 50 miles from the three lalt men- 
tioned. It extends almoft north-caft and fourh-weftr, 
and is fituated betwixt 124 and 128 deg. of eaft Ion 
and the middle of it is in 9 deg. of fouth latitude, it 
is upwards of 200 miles in length, and more than 50 
in breadth, and is divided into feveral principalities or 
kingdoms. It has not any navigable rivers or harbours, 
but there are feveral bays, where fhips may ride, at fome 
feafons of the year, with the greatcft fafety, as the fhore 
is good, and free either from rocks or fhoals. The 
Dutch and Portuguefe have both factories on this ifland, 
but the latter is the moft confiderable. 

This ifland is very fertile, and produces a variety of 
valuable articles, particularly cocoa-nuts, which grow 
here in great abundance. There are alfo feveral forts 
of trees that make excellent timber for fhip building * 
and in fome parts of the ifland are fandal wood and cot- 
ton-trees. They have likewife many kinds of fruit, as 
pine-apples, mangos, jakas, plantains, pomegrana:cs, 
oranges, lemons, limes, and wild tamarinds. 

Trie animals here are oxen, horfes, goats, fheep f 
buffalos, wild boars, and different kinds of monkies. 
There are alfo great numbers of lizatds, fcorpions, ard 
ferpentsof various forts, fome of which arc exceeding 
large, and much dreaded by the natives. 

4 I? They 
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Thev have alfo different forts of poultry, among 
*hich are ducks and ^ecfe ; and the leas and nvers 
produce great plenty ot fifli. - . . 

¥ The natives are of a low ftature, and very fwarthy m 
complexion; but they are ftrait and their limbs rather 
delicately conftruclcd. Their dreis confifts only ot a 
fmall piece of cloth tied round the waift, and on their 
heads they wear a cap or bonnet made of pa, metto 
leaves. The better foit decorate their heads witn a kind 



water to be feen, and the natives were fupplied oni- \ 
final 1 fprings, fituated at a diftance up the counti * 
The rains in this country ceafe in March or Apiil J,\ 
fall again in November; and thefe rains produce abun 
dance of indigo, millet, and maize, which "rowb- 
neath the noble!) trees in the univeife. ° 
. , Befides thefe articles, the iiland produces toba'u, 
cQtton, betel, tamarinds, limes, oranges, marioo'' 
Guinea corn, rice, callevances, and water melons. ,\ 
trifling quantity of cinnamon v/as feen, and fonieEnro- 



of corona -made of thin plates of filver or gold, feci!- trifling auantityot cinnamon was teen and fonieEnro 
Led or indented on the edges, and the inflde of it is pean herks iuch as garlic, fennel, celery, and mar> 
E ,nv c?rname of various colours. ram. Befides which, there are fruits i of various kind. 



curioufly ornamented with feathers of various colours. 

Hunting and Billing are their uiual employments, in 
the former of which they are very expert. Their wea- 
pons are fwords, darts, and lances, and with thefe they 
go into the woods in purfuit of bufTalos, which they 
run down, and then kill them with their darts. 

Land is of little value here ; for the natives, in gene- 
ral, are too indolent to be at the trouble of cultivating 
jt; but thofe who do arc rewarded by the land becom- 
ing their own property. 

They know little of arts or friences, and are very 
poor mechanics, their principal ingenuity confuting 
only in building, the implements and materials fox 
which they, receive from the Chinefe, who alio bring 
them rice, tea. iron, porcelain, and taw and wiouvht 
filk ; in exchange for which they take bees-wax and 

fandal-wood. . 

The Malayan, and a corruption of the Portuguese, 

are the molt general languages ufed by die inhabitants 
of this ifland ; but the natives have a language of their 
own. It is faid, thole who are independent of the 
Dutch and Portuguefe, have a peculiar enmity to Eu- 
ropean ftrangers, and that when any land on the coaft, 
if they have an opportunity, they will not hefitate to 

murder them. . 

The fort belonging to the Dutch here is called Con- 
cordia, fituated on a rock near the lea, between two and 
three miles from the fouth-eaft point of the ifland. It 
is a plain building, and poorly fortified ; but the na- 
tives are fo well alfedted to them, that they are not un- 
der any apprchenfion of danger. 

The Portuguefe have a fettlement on this ifland 
which is called I.aphao, and fituated by the fea fide, 
abouc three leagues to the eaft of th\* Dutch fort. It is 
a very fmall place, containing only a few mean houfes, 
and a church made of boards, covered with palmetto 
leaves. There is, indeed, a kind of platform here, on 
which are fix iron guns ; but the whole are lb much 
decayed, as to be rendered almofl ufelefs. The people 
in general fpeak the Portuguefe language ; and the na- 
tives have oeen fo intermixed, with the Portuguefe by 
marriages, that ir, is difficult to know one fiom the 
other. They are very fond of being called Portuguefe, 
and mod of them profefs the Roman Catholic religion : 
but in other part* of the iQand they are either Maho- 
metans or Pagans. Some trade is carried oa at this 
place by the Chinefe,, who come here annually with 
their junks, ami take the commodities of. this country 
in exchange fqr thofe of their own. But the place 
where tlie greatelt trade is carried on is Porto Nova, 
fiiuated at the eaft end of the ifland, and where the 
Portuguefe governor ufually re fides. This town, with 
that of Concordia, belonging to the Dutch, were fume 
years ago attacked by a pirate, who plundered, and then 

Ueiboycd fcveral of the buildings. 

Among thefe i Hands is an impoitant one called Savu, 
fituated in 10 deg. 35 min fouth Lu;. and 137 deg. 30 
\Xi\i\. weft long. Captain C$ok, w^ho touched at it in 
his voyage in the Endeavour, in 1770, obferves, that 
it had before been very little known, or very impcifctU 
ly defer ibed. The following account, therefore, as 
taken from the journal of that celebrated navigator, to 
which we arc happy in referring on every pofliblc^ occa- 
fipn* we prefume will be acceptable to our readers* 
At, the time the*lM\deavour lay there it was near the end 
of thr' dry fcafon, when it hail not rained for almoft 

(kven months, nor was there a running dream of frc(h 



and particularly the blimbi, which has a flurp taft- 
and is faid to be a fine pickle, but it is not eaten raw 
Several butFalos were feen on this ifland, which wcic 
almoltas large as an ox ; and from a pair of enormom 
horns of this animal which Mr. Banks faw, it was con- 
jectured that fome of them were much larger ; yet they 
did not weigh more than half as much as an ox of the 
fame apparent fize, having loft the greater part of their 
Hem through the late dry weather ; the meat, however, 
was juicy, and of a delicate flavour. The hows of 
thefe animals bend backwards: they have no dc whip* , 
nor Icarce any hair on their fkins, and their ears are re- 
markably large. The other tame animals on thciflaml 
are dogs, cats, pigeons, fowls, hogs, goats, fk-e 
aiTes, and horfes* 

Few of the horfes are above twelve hands high, yet 
they are full of mettle, and pace naturally in an expedi- 
tious manner ; the natives ride them with a halter only. 
The Iheep are not unlike a goat, and are therefore called 
cabritos. The fca-coafl furnilhcs the inhabitants with 
turtle, but not in any great abundance. 

The natives of the ifland of Savu are rather below 
the middle ftature : their hair is black anil llrait ; ami 
perfons of all ranks, as well thofe that are expofed u 
the v/eather, as thofe that are not, have one general 
complexion, which is dark brown. The men are wdl 
formed and fprightly, and their features differ much 
from each other. The women, on the contrary, have 
all one fet of features, and are veiy fhoit and broad 
built. 

The men have filver pincers hanging by firings 
round their necks, with which they pluck out the hair 
of their beards : and both men and women root out the 



hair that grows under the arms. 

The drefs of the men confifts of two pieces of cotton 
cloth, one of which is bound round the middle, and 
the lower edge of it being drawn pretty tight between 
the legs, the upper edge is left loofe, fo as to form a 
kind of pocket, in which they carry rheir knives and 
other things: the other piece being palled under He 
former, on the back of the wearer, the ends of it a.e 
carried over the moulders, and tucked into tUp<.cyr 
before. The women draw the upper edge of the pirn 
round the waift tight, while the lower edge, diopp'iy, 
to the knees, makes a kind of a petticoat : the "tui 
piece of cloth is fattened acroft the bread, and under ua 
arms. This cloth, which is manufactuied by the na 
tives, is dyed blue while in the yarn; and, as it i* 
various (hades, its look, when it comes to be wain, 

very beautiful. , 

The ornaments of the natives of Savu arc ycr> n«»v 
rous, and confift of rings, beads worn round the • 
and on the wrifts, and chains of plaited gold wik, l« 
wife hung round the nock. Thefe things are vo 
both fexes; but the women have alio girdle* jrt • 
round their waifls, which help to keep up Ult I 



tu 



coat. 



The houfes on the '.Hand of Savu are of di ^ 
lengths, from 20 feet to 400, according to VV' fn« 
the inhabitant, and are fixed on polls about lour . { ( t 
feet from the ground. The houfes are ^eiu raiij ui . 
into three room* of equal fize, the renter 
fet apart for the ufc of the women , ^.r 1 ,..,,! 



limllcrVoo'ms are enclofcd from the fides of ^ t ^ M 
ing, the whole of wWdv.it diawhed with 

the pahn-trct\ f he 
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-rur natives eat of all the tame animals which fthe 
The natives w h aH the rcftt 

ifland proclac^ S toSK ^mire that of the horfe, 
NCX Vrh Icce^df hTLuffalo, and then the poultry : 
"ftet£^*toofc*und dogs much better than 
and they 1U < C Tney r d dom eat fifh. 

K£SS mS Remarkable, and moft ufe- 
fulTree hat P grows on the ifland its ufe. be.n* equally 
Sl and various. Soon after the buds put S rth the 
S ites cut them, and tying under them little balkets 
formed of the leaves of the tree, a l.quor drops into 
hem which has the tafte of a light wine, and is the 
common liquor of all the inhabitants The leaves of 
the tree are applied to the various ufes of making to- 
bacco-pipes, umbrellas, cups, baflcets and the thatch, 
in* of houfes. The fruit is nearly of the fize of a full- 
grown turnip; but the natives are not fond of it 

The ifland confifts of five divifions, each of which 
has a rajah, or chief governor, of its own. Thefe divi- 
fions are called Timo, Maflara, Regeeua, Laai, and 
Seba. It was on this laft divifion that our Engbfh ad- 
venturers went on more, the raja of which was between 
thirty and forty years of age, and remarkable for his 
corpulency. He governs his people with the moft ab- 
folute authority, but takes on him very little of the pa- 
rade or pomp of royalty. 

Ths natives are fo expert in the ufe of their lances, 
that they will throw them with fuch force and exactnefs, 
as to pierce a man through the heart at the diftance of 

fixty or feventy yards. 

The inhabitants of Savu are divided into five ranks, 
the rajas, the land-owners, manufacturers, labourers, 
andflaves. The land-owners are refpe&ed in propor- 
tion to the extent of their lands, and the number of their 
Haves, which laft are bought and fold with the eftates to 
which they belong j but when a flave is bought fepa- 
rately, a fat hog is the price of the purchafe. Though 
a man may fell his flave in this manner, or convey him 
v/ith his lands, yet his power 6ver him extends no far- 
ther; for he muft not even ftrike him without the raja's 
permiffion. 

The natives in general are robuft and healthy, and 

have the appearance of being long-lived. The fmall-pox 

has found its way to this ifland, and is as much dreaded 

as the pe.ftilence. When this diforder attacks any per- 

ibn, he is carried to fome fpot at a great* diftance from 

any houfe, where his food is conveyed to him by means 

of a long ftick, for no one will venture very near the 

invalid, who is thus left to take' his chance of life' or 
death. 

The Illand of Savu having been viflted by the Portu- 
guese almoft at; their firft failing into this part of the 
work!, they eftablifhed a fettlement upon it ; but in a 
little time they were fuccteded by the Dutch, who, tho' 
they did not formally poflefs thernfelves of the ifland, 
lent a number of trading veflels to eftablifh a treaty of 
commerce with the natives. The principal object of 
this treaty is, that the rajas mould furnifh the Dutch, 
lor the confumption of their fpice iflands, with rice, 
■naiv.e, &e. annually, and they are to retdin the value 
>» arrack, cutlery wares, linen, and fllk. In this 
affrei-mrnt the rajas ftipulatrd . that a Dutch refldent 



fliouLI l) C conltantly on the ifland, to obferve that their 
partj)! the contract was fulfilled-. 




jw Mir rajas. He hud (lays Caprain Cook) befn on 
nnbiiliimlirn years, during all which lime he had not 

Z , / rlon| ****** thofc wh0 canv annually in 
tain ill P to carr * ° ,y ' the ricc ' H « WiW marricil 
^ hSi^ W °r n ; a nativr wf the Ifland ^ Timor, 

UK ? d,w *V*B e ^ «P^ks better than any other. 
£ ' ^ e fi «*°n the ground, and chews betel, 

*!utui» hxdmu except in drcft and complexion! 
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The morality of thefe people is of die pureft kind; 
A robbery is fcarce ever committed, and a murder is 
never perpetrated. When, any difputes ariie between 
the natives, they inftanrjy iubmit the point in debate 
to the decifion of the Raja, and reft perfectly fatisfied 
with his determination. No man is permitted to marry 
more than, one wife ; yet a violation of the marriage- 
bed, or eyen the crime of Ample fornication, is almoft 
wholly unknown among them. 



SECTION X. 
ISLAND of CEYLON. 

THIS ifland (which was well known to the anci- 
ents, and is delcribed by Ptolemy under the 
name of Taprobane) lies between 5 deg. 30 min. and 
10 deg. 16 min. north lat. and between 79 deg. 40 
min. and 82 deg. 45 min. eaft, at the diftance of near 
1 90 miles from Cape Comorin, on the continent of 
India. It is above 300 miles in length, about 140 in 
breadth, and 900 in circumference. The Dutch call 
their fort at Jaffhapatan, Ham's-Heel, from fancying 
that the ifland in form refembles a Wheftphalia ham. 

Ceylon is one of the moft pleafant and fertile iflands 
in all the Indies, and the air is much more temperate 
than could be expected from its vicinity to the Line. 
The mountainous parts are woody, but the plains are 
exceeding fertile ; fprings, meandring ftreams, and ri- 
vers water the whole, but the latter in general are fo 
rocky as not to be navigable. The principal * river 
rifes in Adam's Peak:, it is called Mavillagouga, 
wafties the city of Candy, and difembogues itfelf into 
the ocean at Trincomale. The variation of the fea- 
fons, and the winds which occafion the monfoons, are 
much the fame on this coaft as on the coaft of India. 
The northern corner of this ifland is the moft unfertile 
on account of its deficiency with refpect to rivers, ri- 
vulets, fprings, &:c. and not enjoying any refreshing 
(bowers: but the other parts are amazingly fertile, be- 
ing plentifully fupplied with water, and enjoying pe- 
riodical rains, which always proceed from the fbuth- 
ward, but are prevented from reaching the northern 
district by a chain of very high mountains. 

Ceylon produces all the fruits that are known in In- 
dia, cither on the continent or in the iflands : hence it 
is called the Garden of the Eajt, and Paradife of the- 
Indies \ grapes in particular are found in perfection 
during nine month* in the year. It alfo produces 
plenty of ginger, pepper, fugar, mulberries, palms, 
cardamum, calacafs, cotton, and areka trees j rigs, 
originally planted by the Portuguefe, long pepper, 
melons, various forts of mangos, onions, gailick, and 
other European roots; but above all, cinnamon. 

The cinnamon trees peculiar to Ceylon are the beft 
of any known. In a very dry foil they are fit to be 
ftripped of their bark in two or three years : if the foil 
is a moift white fand, five years are required j but in 
a wet earth they are eight or nine years before they be- 
come ripe. Thofe that happen to L*rnw in the (hade 
do not yield fo fine a flavour as thofe that arc entirely 
expo fed to the fun. 

This fpice is of immenfe value to the Dutch, being 
univerfally admired for the fragrancy of its fcent and 
delicacy of its tafte j and the oil which they extract 
from it is an important article of commerce. 

The fruit of the cinnamon-tree is about the fize of 
a large hazle nut, refembles an acorn, and when boiled 
to a liquid ferves the domeftic purpofe of burning in 
lamps in Head of oil \ as alfo the medicinal purpole of 
curing aclus, pains, fores, &c. for which it if in great 
repute. 

A gentleman, long refiderit in Ceylon in an exalted 
ftatiou, fays, that the cinnamon plant appears to thrive 
better when felf-fown, than when propngated by cul- 
ture. To this the crows greatly conduce \ for 1 being 
fond of eating the red and quick tailed fruit of the 

cinnamon 
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cinnamon tree, they follow along w,th Acfiurtdc 
kernels, and fcatter them thus indigefted eve y where 
with thdr dun-, by which the foil »s at the fame time 
manured, and the feed fhortly after finking root fpnngs 
tip out of the earth. On this account no- one dares to 
illoor, or otherwife kill a crow, under a levere penalty 
The lame author relates the following extraordinary 
ci.cu stance to flirw the medicinal virtues of the pine- 
apple, which is like-wife to be found in Ceylon. An 
European that lay ill in this ifland cried out day and 
night for fomebody to bring him a pine-apple. It was, 
however, denied him by the phyficianv In a few days 
hecli d, and being opened, a worm of a large fize was 
found in his flomach, which it had already begun to 
rat into. 1 he people who attended the fick man, re- 
membering what Ik* had longed for, by way of expe- 
riment dropped ibme pine-apple juice on- the worm, 

which died in an inflant. 

The betel (fo much chewed in Afia) grows on a fmafl 
fhrub, the leaves referable thofe of ivy, and are natu- 
rally of a green colour, but the natives whiten them 
by artificial means without impairing their virtues; 
the flavour is exceedingly pleafant, and the fcent aro- 
matic. 

In p eparing the quid, or rather pill, for chewing, 
they take a piece of chalky eu*th, or a kind of lime, 
about as big as a pea, which they mix with a fourth 
part of the areka nut, wrap the whole in three betel 
leaves and chew in when they think proper. The 
arcka-tree is ftrait, has no branches, but bears the 
fruic among a few leaves at the top. Till a perfon is 
aceuflomed to this chewing, it occafions a dizzinefs 
and ilii^c^ftion like tobacco but when grown fami- 
liar is much more agreeable-. 

The mangos here refemble nectarines, and are, when- 
ripe, either red, white, or green: they are from . the 
ilze of an egg to that of a very large pear, are delici- 
ous when preferved^ and make an admirable pickle. 

The jackies produce nuts like chefnurs, which are 
fuhllituted for bread when rice is fcacce : they are, how- 
ever, far from being wholefome. 

Ceylon likewife produces the fnake-tree, the root- 
tree, whole branches hang to the ground, and take frefli 
rooti and the talipot-tree, which is as high as the maft 
of a Ihip, but without any branches or leaves, except at 
the fummit. The top is therefore cut off, and ufed as 
an umbrella, or a foldier's tent i as it is very ftrong and 
light, ant! will fold like a fan-. 

Here are other fpecies of grain that; are converted 
either into bread or oil > the mod Angular of which is 
the tanna, celebrated not only for its goodnefs, but for 
yielding a thoufand-fold. 

The elephants of Ceylon arc the large (I in the uni- 
verfe, and if fpotted preferred to all others : the tygers 
and bears are very fierce j and the buffalos, oxen, hogs, 
deer, &c. are excellent eating ; ncverthelefs, the natives 
are fond of the flelh of goats,, fqwirrels and monkies. 
The monkies in this ifland are innumerable, and of 
many different fpecies j ibme of which do not refemble 
any that are to be found in other countries. One fort 
have grey hairs, with black vifages, and a whit* beard 
from ear to car, which makes them appear at a diftancc 
like old men i another fort are of the lame fize, but of 
an amazing whiteneis. They refide in the woods, but 
often make excurfions, and do a great deal of mifehief,. 
digging the dead, bodies out of the ground to feed upon 

them. 

The dogs are ferocious, but at the fame time greatly 
admired for their fagacity, and are fo faithful to their 
mailers, that they fully nvrit ihc encomiums given by 
1 Vomer to the dog of Ulyfles, 

When wife UlyflTes, from his native coaft 
J ,ong kept by wars, and long by temped* toft j 



known 



An iv'd at larf, poor, old, diffjiuVd, alone, 
To all his friends, and e'en his queen unk 
Ch&ng'd a* he was, with age, and toil, and cares, 
i'urrowVl his revYend face, and white his hairs i 



In his own palace fore'd to afk his bread, 
Scorn 'd by thofe flaves his former bounty ( Cv |* 
Forgot of all his own domeftic crew, 9 
The faithful dog alone his rightful mailer knew- 
Unfed, unhous'd, neglefted, on the clay, " 
Like an old fervant, now caftiier'd, he lay ; 
Touch'd with relent ment at ungrateful man 
And longing to behold his ancient lord ao^in- 
Him, when he faw, he rofe, and craw I'd to meet 
'Twas all he cou'd, and fawn'd, andkifs'd his feet- 
Seiz'd with dumb joy, then falling by his fide * 
Own'd his returned lord, look'd up, and dy'd. 

The natives feed fometimes upon young crocodiles 
and alligators, and out of their heads take a bone 
which,, when reduced to powder, is deemed a fpecific 
for the ftone and gravel. 

Here are fwarms of ants, which throw up prodigious 
large hills,, four or five feet in height, and two or three 
in diameter : thefe they arch in an admirable manner 
make fo- ftrong that it is difficult to deftroy them with 
aj pick-ax, and fill them with all kinds of grain for 
their winter fubfiftence. 

One fpecies of bees here builds the combs on the 
boughs of trees. When the inhabitants would take 
the honey they hold lighted torches under the trees, 
which affects the little animals in Rich a manner that 
they fall down dead ; the comb is then taken, and the 
bees gathered up and boiled for food. 

Serpents and leaches are very numerous, and confe- 
quently very dangerous, as the natives go bare-lefrged ; 
but as much as poflible to- prevent them from biting* 
they rub their legs and feet with a compofition of allies, 

fait and lemon juice.. 

No perfon but the king is permitted to keepturkie.% 
geefe,. clucks and pigeons : his fubje&s are, however, 
allowed the uie of all other fowls, wild and tame. Here 
are many wild peacocks and green parrots ; but par- 
tridges, woodcocks, wood-doves, fnipes, fparrows, 6cc. 
are notj fo plenty.. The mod Angular bird, however, 
is one entirely black, called carlos : it has a large ugly 
head, a long bill, and lhort legs : it never lights upon 
the ground, but fits almoft continually on a tree, where 
it quacks like a duck. 

The ifland abounds with fea and frcm water fifh, fe- 
deral kinds of which are appropriated folely to the uf: 
of the king ; and it is death by the law for any perion 

to catch them but? for his ufe. 

Though Ceylon abounds with mines of gold, filver N 
and other metal's, none are permitted to be worked, Uit 
thofe of iron ; and fuch as produce precious Moms arc 
all monopolized by the fovereign. The catVeyc, 
which has a variety of fine colours, and needs no po* 
lifhing, is the favourite gem; though their rubies, 
fapphircs, topazes, hyacinths, turquoifes, &c. arc tome 
of the fineft in the univcrfe. The mountains likcwile 
produce cry Hal, green, white and red; brunflone, ialt- 

petre, &c. , 

The inhabitants of Ceylon are compofed of i)l,tcn r 
Portuguefe, Moors, Malabars, and a mongrd brm 
of all four; but the natives, who refide m the inian« 
parts are called Cingulay* or Cinglaffes. 1 here are m 
twoclafiTcs, the Cingulays, properly fo called, who ait 
rather a civilized people; and the Vaddans, who live 
in the woods,, and ate quite wild. The hrft an: well 
made, have regular features, are very active, mguu- 

ril|(I I i i n»ir ■ hilt tO OA' 
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plailant. The latter live without civ.l government, 
are excellent archers, and their principal bulineis, , s 
kill and dry venifon. When they have eipcwW < * 
fpoilcd their arrows, and want new ones made, i c y b 
towards the houfe of a fmith in the n>shr, ana hang K 
a quantity of venifon, with a leaf faih.oned inw t 
form and fiza of the arrow's point they want, oy • y 
pattern : if the fmith makes the arrows as tmy 
have them, and leaves them in Ueg of the vemton, ,* 



nis, hardy, frugal, temperate, and neat; but too.- 
ance their good qualities, they are talkative, y« B ra ^ ' 
:rafty r yet courteous i and treacherous though coo 
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. i ; „„ f u e form and fize of the arrow s 
a leaf '^av of pattern : if the fmith makes 

P oint Is they woufd haVe them., and leaves them 
{he arrows as tuey rd him wjth more deer s 

in lieu of the venifon, ™£ , are fure to do him 

flcft.}. ]S ; f ^ich|rtes thTt they'profefs integrity and 
a mifchief , wi r f of rcfentm ent and malice, 
gratitude, as we . r is i ike wife evident from their 
-! b at they are p ferving fl e fli againft a time of 
lingular m « h ° d is °L P rub bing the inf.de of a hollow tree 
1 " car L Clt) '' 1 £ of honey, filling it with flelh, and cio- 
^ ith ?„ q he Srwr wit? clay, which prefers it as ef- 

f,n rfi,«ff it was falted. They love to live under 
f *SS e f3«U - here they fortify themfelves 
^nffi attacks of wild beafts with boughs 



lg ^, , rhineulays, of more civilized rfatives of Ceylon, 
• 1 Sc°s hit are low, built with (licks, or canes 
•, ,V C , A «ve WSh clay, and covered with thatch. They 
Sfo chSs, ye^ouldwilhng.y white wafh their 
L rTnlren- but this they dare not do, as the life of 

one of the k./g's peculiar privileges ; and 
t death by the law to infringe upon any of his prero- 
L ves, however abfurd or repugnant to public utility. 
B %c/iniivcs fit crofs-lcggcd on the floor, which is 
ufuallv matted. Cane bedneads and (tools, and a few 
china' Plates, brazen and earthen vefiels for drelling 
food or to ferve as lamps, are the whole of their furni- 
' The men undrefs themfelves, and fleep between 
two mats The women and children lie upon the floor 
on a fmrie mat, but keep their cloaths on. But what 
is the nvoft extraordinary in fo warm a climate, they 
I:eep a fire burning all night. . 

The Chingulays eat but little flcfh through inclina- 
tion * beef they are prohibited from touching, and even 
fowls they rather abftain from. They ufe fpoons and 
ladles, but neither knives or forks. The hufband fits 
down to meals alone, the wife being obliged to wait 
upon him with all imaginable obiequioulhefs ; and 
when he has done, fhe prefumes to fit clown with her 
children. Like fome other Afiatics, they do not touch 
the veiTel they dnnk out of with their lips, but hold it 
at a diftance, and pour the liquor into their mouths. 
Old people let their beards grow long, and wear a cap 
like a mitre : but with refpeft to the people in general, 
they wear a waiftcoat either of blue or white callico, and 
another piece of callico about the middle, tied round 
withafafh. In the latter they wear their ornamental 
weapons, Rich as a hanger, with an enamelled hilt, and 
fcabbard finely emboflTed. The people are obliged to 
go bare-footed, becaufe none but the king is allowed to 
wear Ihocs and (lockings. The women greafe -their hair 
with oil of cocoa-nuts, and comb it down behind. They 
wear a flowered waiftcoat, and callico apron, and adorn 
themfelves with pendants in their ears, bracelets upon 
their arms, necklaces about their necks, rings on t leir 
toes and fingers, and a girdle of filver wire; and, upon 
avifir, a filk hood is added to the reft of the drefs. 

The Chingulays are divided into five clafTes, viz. the 
hondrews or nobility, nrtifts and mechanics, handi- 
craftfmenof a lower order, flaves, and beggars. 

They are, in general, fo addicted to the ufe both of 
betel and tobacco, that they even fmoke and chew in 
the nigh-, time ; and when they are perfectly intoxicated, 
fall a (inking till they drop allcep i a cullom they are 
taught from their infancy. 

1'revious to the marriage ceremony, the man fends a 
friend to purchafe the woman's cloaths, which fhe free- 
ly fells for a ftipulattd fum. In the evening he carries 
them to her, deeps with her all night, and in the morn- 
ing appoints the day of marriage, on which he provides 
an eiiwrtainmcnrof two courfes, for the frienua of both 
partk-,. The feaft is held at the bride's houfe, when 
the young couple eat out of the fame difh, tie the ii 
thumbs together, deep together that night, and, on the 

cnUung morning, depart for the bridegroom's habita- 
tion. 

The dtfign in pin-chafing the bride's cloaths is that 
«»c and her friends may be fatUfied with refpett to the 

No. a8. * 
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man's circumflances, as (he always alks as much for therri 
as fhe thinks it is requifite that a young couple fhould 
pofTefs upon their firft entering upon the world, and 
becoming liable to the expences incurred by fupporting 
a young family. Thus, what at firft appears to be a ri- 
diculous cuftom, is, in reality, a very prudential 
maxim. 

Let reafon teach what fafhion fain would hide, 
That Hymen's bands by prudence mould be ty'd* 
Venus in vain the wedded pair would crown, 
If angry fortune on their union frown : 
Soon will the flattering dream of blifs be o'er, 
And cloy'd imagination cheat no more. 
Then waking to the fenfe of lafting pain, 
With mutual tears the nuptial couch they ftain ; 
And that fond love which fhould afford relief, 
Does butincreafe the anguifh of their grief ; 
While both could eafier their own forrows bear, 
Than the fad knowledge of each other's care. 

They are permitted to part from each other whenever 
they pleafe: but if there are any children, the man is 
obliged to maintain the boys, and the woman the girls. 
They are fo fond of availing themfelves of this law, that 
fome have been known to change a dozen times before 
they have entirely fuited their inclinations. 

All the male Chingulays are allowed to command 
thofe who are within hearing to affift them upon any 
emergency in the apprehending of delinquents : but the 
women are not permitted to mention the king's name, 
under the fevere penalty of having their tongues cut 
out. 

Criminals in Ceylon are frequently impaled alive, or 
have Hakes driven through their bodies. Some are 
hung upon trees, and many are worried by dogs, who 
are lb accuftomed to the horrid butchery, that, on the 
days appointed for the death of criminals, they, by cer- 
tain tokens, run to the place of execution. But the 
mod remarkable criminal punifhment is by the king 
himfelf, who rides an elephant trained up on purpofe, 
while the bead tramples the unhappy wretch to death, 
and tears him limb from limb. 

There are other modes of punifhing by fines and im- 
prifonment, at the difcretion of thejudges. When the 
fine is decreed, the officers feize the culprit wherever 
they meet him, ftrip him naked, (his cloaths going as 
part of payment,) and oblige him to carry a large {lone* 
the weight being daily increaled by the addition of others 
that are fmallcr, till the money is either paid or re- 
mitted. 

A creditorwill fometimes go to the houfe of his debtor, 
and very gravely affirm, that if he does not difcharge 
the debt he owes him immediately, he will deftroy him- 
felf. This fo greatly terrifies the other, that he inftant- 
ly mufters all the money he can, even fells his wife and 
children not to be deficient, and pays the fum demand- 
ed. T his is owing to a law, which fpecifies, that if 
any man deftroy s himfelf on account of a debt nou being 
discharged, the debtor (hall immediately pay the money 
to the furviving relations, or forfeit his own life, unlefs 
he is able to redeem it by the payment of a. very large 
fum to the king. Such has been the revengeful difpofi- 
tion of fome, that they have put an end to their own ex- 
iftence, in order to overwhelm others, and thus wick- 
edly gratified their malice at the exnence of their lives. 

A woman mult not be beaten without perm i (lion from 
the king ; but they may be made to carry heavy bafkets 
offand upon their heads as long as the punifher pleafcs, 
v>hich is much more dreadful to them than a hearty 
diubbing. The circumflances of the children depend 
upon (hole of the mother; for if the mother is a free 
wo. nan, they are free, but if Ihe is a flave, they arc al- 
ways vaffals. 

The Chingulays worfhipboth God and the devil. The 
firll they think they ought, in gratitude, to pay adoration 
10, for the innumerable bleffings he bellows upon them j 
and the latter they worlhip, that he mould do them no 
mile hie f. 



4G 



Inferiors 



4 



302 



A NEW, ROYAL amd AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



Inferiors falute their fuperiors by bowing their bodies 
and extending their arms, with the palms of their hands 
Hi wards; but the great only extend one hand, and not 
the head. The falutation of the women is by clapping 



their hands together, and then carrying thein fo clofed 

to their foreheads. . 

The begging clafs of Chingulays are mountebanks in 
their way : the men beat a drum, the women dance, 
and both lhewa variety of whimfical tricks. They beg, 
or rather amufe people, for their bread, in great com- 
panies. They are prohibited, by law, from touching the 
waters in wells or fprings, and mull ufe none but what 
is procured from rivers or ditches. If a nobleman or 
gentleman commits high treafon, he is put to death, 
and his wives and daughters are delivered to fome of 
thefe beggars, which is looked upon in fo difgraceful a 
light, that they frequently deftroy themfelves to avoid 
any connections with perfons efteemed fo delpi cable. 

Their method of teaching children to write here is 
very lingular, as they inftruct them by writing with 
flicks in the fand, andfoft clay of the roads and ftreets. 

The articles of commerce for exportation are car- 
damum, jaggory, oil, black lead, turmeric, betel nuts, 
mufk, fait, rice, wax, pepper, coral, amber, pearls, 
&x. in return for which they import velvets, filks, 
china, red caps, fpices, opium, China roots, fandal 
wood, lead, copper, tin, looking-glafTes, c alii cos, 
bottles, camphiiv, &c. 

Agriculture is followed here by the principal part of 
the natives. They tread the ground, or rather mud, 
in which they low rice, with buffalos ; but before they 
put the rice into it, they foak it in water till blades 
begin to fprout. They embank their wet marfhy lands, 
in order to have foot-paths. When the rice is about fix 
inches in height, they weed and tranfplant it. After 
reaping, the women gather and put it into a pit, where 
it is threfhed, or rather trod by buffalo*. 

The Poitugucfe landed in Ceylon in i 505, and about 
twelve years after they eflablilhed factories there, the 
reigning king permitting them to build forts. Upon 
his demife he dec lared the king of Portugal his heir ; 
but in procels of time, the Portuguefe behaving with 
great cruelty and arrogance, the young king of Candy 
invited in the Dutch, in 1639, who, after a tedious 
war, at length, in the year 1655, fubdued the Portu- 
guefe, and became mailers of the coaft and tiade. The 
king, their ally, they drove into the mountains, and, 
with their ufuaj gratitude, made him their tributary. 
The Dutch have, in fubfequent years, committed many 
cruelties, and the natives frequently retaliate by mak- 
ing inctirlions among them, or murdering all they meet 
with at a diflance from the forts. 
The ifland 



formerly divided into nine monar- 
chies, but at prefent it is under the dominion of one 
king, whole court is kept in the center of the ifland, at 
a place caljed Digligy-Neur. The palate is bur 
meanly built, though the gates are large, (lately, and 
finely carved, and the window-frames made of ebony, 
and inlaid with (liver. His elephants, troops, and fpies 
arc numerous, and his concubines many. The guards 
aie commanded by Dutch and Portuguefe renegado offi- 
cers, lie alfumes great dignity, and demands much 
refpect, which his fubjects readily pay him, as they 
imagine that all their kings are immediately, upon their 
demife, tinned into gods. He expects that Chrillians 
fhould lalute him kneeling and uncovered, but requires 
nothing more of them. His title is Emperor of Cey- 
lon, Kino of Candy, Prince of Onva and rhe Four 
Colli ?., Cheat Duke of the Seven Corles, Matciuis of 
Duranura, 1 ,oid of the Sea-Ports and Fiflienes of 
Pearls and Precious Stones, Lord of the (iolden 
Sun, Nc. &c\ <\t. His revenue confills in the tufts 
and ofierinps of his fuhjecls. II is palaces are built upon 
almotl inac eellible places for the greater fecuriiy. No 
budges are permitted to be erected over rivers or 
(b eams, or good roads to b< ma le, to render the coun- 
try as imjullable as poffiblc. None are allowed to ap- 
proach his palace withour a pallpoi t (lamped on clay. 

1 



The troops arc hereditary, and carry as weapons f wo H 
guns, pikes, bows, arrows, &c. They are fubtle h' 
not courageous, and will not engage an enemy bur > 
liirprife, and when there is fome manifeft advantae 
their own favour. It is fo difficult to penetrate into/ 11 
inland parts, and all the paffes are fo well guarcbf 
that even the Dutch themfelves are unacquainted w h 
the greateft part of the ifland. The chief city, Cand 
has nothing remarkable refpecting it but its fituatiof' 
being naturally fortified by the furrounding rocks- 
having formerly been burnt feveral times by th» Poitii' 
guefe, and the court being removed to Digligy_N eur " 
it retains very little of its former confequence. 1 

The moll remarkable places on and about the coaft 
are the Ifland of Manaar, Chialo, Columbo, Baticala 
Jaffnapatama, Negumbo, Point de Galle, Trincon'V 
Batchiarapalle, and the feven little iflands of Ourature 
Xho Deferta, AnaJativa, Caradiva, Pongaidiva, Nai- 
nandiva, and Nindundiva. 

Adam's Peak, which Hands on the eaft of Colombo 
is not only the higheft mountain in Ceylon, but in all 
India. It receives its name from a tradition of the na- 
tives, that Ad am was created and buried here. It is 
deep and craggy, and of a conical figure. Atthefum- 
mit there is a fmooth (lone, on which appears the im- 
preflion of a large human foot, which the Chingulays 
affirm to have been made by Adam. This occafions 
them to pay a great adoration to it ; and, at the com- 
mencement of every year vaft multitudes clamber up 
to it, notwithftanding the afcent is fo difficult, that 
iron fpikes and chains have been fixed to the rocks, in 
order to facilitate their climbing. In another part of 
the mountain there is a lake, which the natives, with 
equal gravity, aver to have been made by the tears 
which they fay Eve continued fhedding, on account of 
the death of Abel, for 100 years fuccefliveiy. 

SECTION XL 
MALDIVIA ISLANDS. 

rT^HE Maldives were the firfl: iflands difcovered by 
X the European navigators on their arrival in the 

Indies. They are fituated about 500 miles from Cey- 
lon, and reach from 1 deg. fouth, to 7 deg. north lati- 
tude. They extend about 600 miles in length, and are 
upwards of 100 in the broadeft part. They are nume- 
rous, but many of them are only large hillocks of fand, 
and, from the barrennefs of the foil, are entirely unin- 
habited. The whole country is divided into thirteen 
provinces, called Attolons, each of which contain* 
many fmall iflands, and is of a circular form, about 100 
miles in circumference. Thefe provinces all lie m a 
line, and are fcparated by channels, four of which are 
navigable for large Chips, but are very dangerous, on 
account of the amazing rocks, that break the force 0! 
the fea, and raifc prodigious forges. 1 he current, 
run eaft and wed alternately for fix months but tn. 
time of the change is uncertain 1 and lometnnes they 
fliift from north to fouth. At the bottom or thefe chan- 
nels is found a fubllance like white coial, wh.cn, vvlun 
boiled in cocoa warer, greatly rcfembles u'. 

As thefe iflands lie fo near the equinoctial on mt\ 
fides, the climate is exceeding lultiy. I he l) f n>> 
however, are tolerably cool, and produce heavy > 
that are refrefliing to the tiees and vegctabhs. 1 " 
winter commences in April, and continues till • 
during which they have heavy rains, aucH*rong »J 
winds j but they never have any boll. J he 01 
begins in October, and c ontinues fix months »" 
which time the winds are cailciiy, an 1 ih. re not u 
any rain, the heat is fo cxceflivc as h arce 10 he no . 

In general the Maldives are very fertile, ami, 111 
ticular, produce meat (piantities o( millet, ami a 
grain much like it, of both whic h they have • 
veils every year. They have alio feveral kinds o r o 
that ferve for fond, particularly a fort of * 
called ndlpou, which grows wild, and in lJKC§ 
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dance. The woods produce excellent fruits, as cocoas, 
chtons, pomegranates, and Indian figs. Their only 
animals for ule are fbeep and buffalos, except a few 
cows or bulls that belong to the king, and are imported 
from the continent 5 but thefe are only ufed at particular 
feftivals. They have little domeftic poultry, but are 
well fupplied with prodigious quantities of wild fowl, 
which are caught in the woods, and fold at very low 
prices. They have alfo plenty of wild pigeons, ducks, 
rails, and birds refembling fparrow- hawks. The fea 
produces moll kinds of fifh, great quantities of which 
are exported from hence to Sumatra. Among the fifli 
is one called a coivrie, the fliells of which are ufed in 
many parts of the Indies inftead of coin j and thele are 
the fame as thofe known in England by ti 
blackamoor's teeth. 

There is a very dangerous fort of fnake that frequents 
the borders of the fea. The inhabitants are alfo greatly 
peftcrcd with rats, dormice, pifmires, and other forts 
of vermin, which are very deftructive to their provi- 
fions, fruit, and other perifhable commodities ; for 
which reafon they build their granaries on piles in the 
fea, at lbnne diftance from the more ; and molt of the 
king's granaries are built in the fame manner. 

The natives are very robuft, of an olive complexion, 
and well featured. They are naturally ingenious, and 
apply them/elves with great induflry to various manu- 
factures, particularly the making of filk and cotton 
They are cautious andfharp in trading, and courageous 
and well fkilled in arms. 

The diet's of the common people is only a piece of 
cotton fattened round their wailr, except on feftival 
days, when they wear cotton or filk jerkins, with waiit- 
coats the fleeves of which reach only to the elbows. 
7 he better fort tie a piece of cloth between their lees 
and round the wailt, next to which they have a piece of 
blue or red cotton cloth, that readies to the knees. 
Wirfun a gird e, on the left fide, they keep their money 
and betel and on the right fide a knife. They™ £ 
great value on this inftrument, from its being their on- 

i wKi/? nonc but th l king ' s oiBcers and 

aiepeimitted to wear any other. 

The women are fairer than the men, and, in genera] 
of a very agreeable difpofition. They wear ac oat of 
cotton or hit, that reaches from the waift to the Tncles 
over which they have a long robe of tafFaty, or fine cot' 
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very libidinous, and fornication is not confidered any 
crime : neither mtift any perfon offer infult to a vvom.-m 
that has been guilty of mifcondu£t previous to marriage. 
I very man is permitted to have three wives, if he can 
maintain them, but not more. 

They are very abftemious in their diet, their princi- 
pal food confiding of roots made into meal, and baked. 
They fit crofs-leggcd at rheir meals, in the fame mari- 
ner as in other eaftern countries. The floor on which 
they fit is covered with a fine mat; and, inftead of ta- 
ble-cloths, they tife banana leaves. Their dimes are 
chiefly of china, all vefiels of gold and filver being pro. 
limited I by law: they are made round, with a cover, 
over which is a piece of filk to keep out the ants. They 
take up their victuals with their ringers, and in fo care- 
rui a manner as not to let any fall ; and if they have oc- 
canon to fpit, they rife from the table and walk out. 
} n 7 do ™t drink till they have finifhed their meal, 
tor they confider that as a mark of rudenefs } and they 
are very cautious of eating in the prefenceof Arrangers. 

I neie people are naturally very cleanly, and when 
tney rife in the morning immediately wafh themfelves, 
rub their eyes with oil, and black their eyebrows. 

i hough they are Mahometans, yet they prefcrve 
many Pagan cuftoms : for when c rolled at fea, they 
pray to the king of the winds : and in every ifiand there 
is a place where thofe who have efcaped danger make 
pftenngsto him of little vellels made for thepwrpofc, 
m winch they put fragrant woods, flowers, and other 
perfumes, and then turn the vefTel adrift to the mercv 
ot the wuyes. Such are the fupcrftitious notions they 
nave of this airy king, that they dare not fpit to the 
windward for fear of offending him ; and all their vefiels 
being devoted to him, they are kept equally clean with 
their mofques They impute crolTes, ficknefs, and 
oeath, to the devil; and in a certain place make him 
him ngS flowers and ^nquets, in order to pacify 

Their mofques are very neat buildings, and made of 
itone well cemented : each of them is fituated in the 

de*T fc ^ arc > and t round Acm they bury their 

n fl- 1 Vlf mofc l^ l has three doors, each afcended by 
a flight of fteps The walls within are wainfeotted, and 
Uie ceiling is of wood beautifully variegated. The floor 
is of pohfihed ftone, covered with mats and tapeftrv ; 
and the ceiling and wainfcot ting are firmly joined with- 
out either nails or pegs. 

Each mofque has its pried, who, befides the public 
duties of his office, teaches the children to read and 
wnte the Maldivian language, which is a radical tongue, 
lie alfo mftru&s them in the Arabic language, and ia 
rewarded for thefe fervices by the parents. 

'I hofe who are very religious go to the mofque five 
tjmes aday i and, before they enter it, they wafh their 
feet hands, ears, eyes, and mouth ; nor will they 
neglcft doing this on any occafion whatever. Thole 
who do not chufe to go to the mofque may fay their 
prayers at home ; but if they are known to omit doinir 
one or the other, they are treated with the greater? 

contempt, as no perfon will either eat or convcrfe with 
them. 

Thvy key their fabbath on the Friday, which is ce- 
lebrated with meat feflivity s and the fame is obfervrd 
on the day of every new moon. They have likcwife 
leveral other feftivals in the courfe of the year. 

When two pcrfbns intend entering into the marriarre 
ftate, the man gives information of his defign to thV 
pamhare, or governor, who afks him if he is willing 
to have the woman propofed : on his anfwet nv* in the 
affirmative, the pandiure queftions the tmema ai to 
their conicnt : if they approve of it the woman is then 
nroughr, and the parties are married in the pretence of 
their friends and relations. A woman cannot part from 
her hufhaud without his content, though a man may 
Uivoree ins wife. 7 

On the death of any one the corpfe is wa/hed by a 

j;; ro V ; llc famc ?«• °f which « a^J i„ 

each Uhmd appointed for that purpofe. After this is 

done, 
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done, it is wrapped up in cotton, with the right hand 
pjaced on the ear, and the le ft on the thigh, ft is then 
laid on the right fide in a coffin of candou wood, and 
t arried to the place of interment by fix relations or 
friends, and followed by the neighbours, who attend 
without being inviied. The grave is covered with a 
large piece of filk or cotton, which, after the inter- 
ment, becomes the property of the pried. Thecorpfe 
is laid in the grave with the face towards Mahomet's 
tomb ; and after it is depofltcd, the grave is filled up 
with white fand fprinklcd with water. In the proccf- 
jion both to and from the grave, the relations fcatter 
live! Is for the benefit of the poor, and give pieces of 
gold and filver to the pikft, in proportion to the cir- 
rumdartccs of the deceafed. 'I he pricft fings continu- 
ally during the ceremony, and when the whole is over, 
the relations invite the company to a fcad. They in- 
( lofe their graves with wooden rail*, for they confider 
it ;is a fin for any pcrlbn to walk over them j and they 
pay fuch refpedt to the bones of the dead, that no per- 
ions dare touch them, not even the priefls themfelvcs. 
Tliey make little difference in their habit on thefe oc~ 
rafjons : the mourners only go bareheaded to the grave, 
and continue fo for a few days after the interment. 

If a perfon dies at fea, the body, after being wafhed, 
is put into a coffin, with a written paper mentioning 
his religion, and requeding thofe who may meet with 
the corpfe to give it decent interment. 1 hey then 
ling over it, and, after having compleated their cere- 
monies, they place it on a plank of candou wood, and 
commit it to the waves. 

Male, the mod confiderable of the Maldive iflands, 
is the refidence of the king. It is fituated in the 
center of the red, and is about five miles in circum- 
ference. The king lias here a magnificent palace, in 
which his beds are hung like hammocks between two 
pillars ornamented with gold ; and when he lies down, 
he is rocked to flcep by his attendants. His ufual drefs 
confids of a coat made of fine white cloth or cotton, 
with white and blue edgings, fadened with buttons of 
folid gold : under this is a piece of red embroidered 
tapedry that reaches ck>wn to his heels, and is fadened 
with a large filk girdle fringed, and a great gold chain 
before, with a lock formed of the mod precious and 
valuable dones. He wears a fcarlet cap on his head, 
which is a colour fo edeemed that no other perfon dare 
prefume to ufe it. This cap is laced with gold, and 
on the top of it is a large gold button with a precious 
done. The grandees and foldicrs wear long hair, but 
the king's head is fliaved once a week : he goes bare- 
legged, but wears fandals of gilt copper, which mud 
not be worn by any other perfons except thofe of the 
royal family. 

When he goes abroad his dignity is particularly di- 
dinguifhed by a white umbrella, which no other perfon, 
except drantrers, are permitted to ufe. He has three- 
pages near his perfon, one of whom carries his fur, 
another his fword and buckler, and a third a box of 
betel and areka, which he aim oft conftantly chews. 

When the queen goes abroad, all the women in their 
refpeftive diftricts meet her with flowers, fruits, &c. 
She is attended by a great number of female flaves, 
fome of whom go before to give notice to the men to 
keep out of the way i and four ladies carry a veil of 
white filk over her head that reaches to the ground. 
She and her ladies frequently bathe in the fea for their 
health, for the convenience of which they have a place 
cm the fhore clofe to the water, which is inclofed, and 
the top of it' covered with white cotton. 



edeemed, that when the king banifnes a r.; « 
thought to be diffidently punilhed by b c W flal he » 
fouth. 7 zm & * e ftt to the 



The king s guards confid of 600, who are cam 
ed by his grandees and he h« confiderable m ^ 
of armour, cannon, and fevers! forts of flm gazin « 
His revenue confids chiefly of a number oS?^ 
propnated to the crown, with certain tax^«« 1 a P* 
nous productions of others : in the money paid ? ^ 
chaie titles and offices, and for licence/ £ to !' l,N 
cloaths. "tenets to wear ft* 

All the ambergris foimd m this country fwhlrJ, 
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duce s more than any other part of the IhdW 
the property of the king , and fo narrowly j s \ 
hat whoever » detcfted in converting it to hi m, f 
is punilhed with the loft of his righf h™d °" ft ufe > 
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The government here is abfolute monarchy f 
every thing depends on the king's pleafure vZu * 
talon, or province, has a raybe, or governor Z 
both a pned and a doctor of the h n £ He not tl" 
prcfides over the inferior prieds, and » veded vB 
management of all religious affairs, but he is lZ r 
entrufleci with the adminidration of juttice" b5 h g 
civil and cnminal cafes. They are, in fad fo Z v 
judges, and m<.ke four circuits every year thrnn*?, 
their refpeftive jurifdicW. Y) 
s The punilhments for crimes are various : if 3 m , n 
ts murdered the wife cannot profecnte the criminal 
but if the deceafed has left any children, the \Zl 
obliges him to maintain them till they are ofaoe when 
they may either profecure or pardon the murdea-r' The 
dealing any thing valuable is punifhed with the toft <a 
a hand, and tor trifling matters they are banifocd ro :h" 
fouthern iflands. An adultrefs is punifhed hy having 
her hair cutoff, and thofe guilty of perjury pav a pe- 
cuniary mulft. Notwithdanding the law makes homl 
cide death, yet a criminal is never condemned to d>e 
unlefs it is exprefsly ordered by the king; in which 
cafe he fends his own foldiers to execute the fentence. 

The principal articles exported from thefe iflands are, 
cocoa-nuts, cowries and tortoife-lhell, the lad of which 
is exceeding beautiful, and not to be met with in any 
other place, except the Philippine Iflands. The ar- 
ticles imported are, iron, deel, fpices, china, rice, &i. 
all which are engroffed by the king, who fells them to 
his fubjects at his own price. 

Their money is filver, and of one fort only, called 
lorrins, each of which is about the value of 8d. It h 
about two inches In length, and folded, the king's 
name being let upon the folds in Arabic characters. 
They fome times ufe the fhells of cowries, inflead of 
fmall change, 1 200 of which make a Ion in ; but in 
their own markets they frequently barter one diing for 
another. Their gold and filver is all imported from 
abroad, and is current here by weight, as in many other 
parts of the Indies. 

Thefe iflands arc happily fituated for producing mu- 
tual commerce to the refpecYive inhabitants: for tin* 1 
the thirteen attolons, or provinces, are in the uniu 



i he principal part of the nobility and gentry live i 
the north parts of this illand, for the convenience o. 
being near the court ; and fo much is this divifion 
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climate, and all of them very fertile, yet tliey produce 
fuch different commodities, that the people in one can- 
not live without what is found in another. The inhi- 
bit ants have likewife fo divided themfelves, n* jnratly 
to enhance this commercial advantage; for all the wea- 
vers live in one ifland, the goldfmiths in another at-d 
fo on of the different manufactures. In order, how- 
ever, to make the communication eafy, thefe artific r. 
have fmall boats built high on both fides, in which the) 
work, fleep and eat, while failing from one ifhuvl to an- 
other to expofe their goods to fale, and fomctinxs tiwv 
iueout a confiderable time before they return totlv.v 
fixed habitations. 
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ISLANDS of ASIA under the Dominion of the TURKS. 



THE Afiatic I (lands belonging to the Turks are 
(tattered about the Archipelago, fo called from 
the Greek words jfrcbos and Pelagos, the firft fignifying 
chief, and the latter a Tea, this being the chief fea in 
thefc'p arts ' Through the oppreflion of the Ottoman 
government, they maintain but little of their former 
opulence and importance. We lhall defcribe them in 
order as follows. 



T E N E D O S. 

No one of the itlands of the Archipelago has been 
more famed in the hiftorian's page, and the poet's num- 
bers, than Tenedos, though it is one of the (mailed in 
this Archipelago. It lies in 40 deg. north latitude, and 
26 degrees eaft longitude, exactly oppofue to Troy, 
from the fhore of which it is about two leagues diftant, 
and, indeed, formed the Trojan harbour. It was be- 
hind this ifland that the Grecians concealed their Meet, 
in ordtr to delude the Trojans, by making them fup- 
pofe that they had raifed the fiege, and gone home. 

After the fall of Troy, the inhabitants of this iQand 
were reduced to a (late of the mm oft indigence. At 
length they were conquered by the Perfuns, and after- 
wards alternately fubdued by the Lacedemonians, Ro- 
mans, and Turks. It is near twenty miles in circum- 
ference, and formerly had a considerable city, and two 
havens. It was likewife celebrated for a temple dedi- 
cated to Apollo Smynthius. The only antiquities now 
tobe feenon this ifland, are the ruins of the granaries 
built by the emperor Juftinian : they were 280 feet in 
length, and 90 in breadth. This iQand produces the 
beft and moft delicious wine in ail the Levant, which 
is called Mufcadine, and is held in the higheft repute 
both by Europeans and Afiatics. Tenedos is furrounded 
by rocks, and contains feveral towns, or rather villages, 
the principal of which has the fame name as the ifland) 
is inhabited by Greeks, and adorned with many foxm- 
tuns of white marble, being made of ftones brought 
from the ruins of Troy. A ftrong cattle, flanked with 
iquare towers, (lands on the north of the town, clofe 
to the fea ; befides which, two round towers, and a 
battery of 20 guns, defend the haven. To the fouth 
ot the port there is another caftle, which commands the 
town and harbour, and is confequently of the utmotl 
importance to the place. The tombs of Marpefia, 

Chw Amazons * and of thc hero Achilles, are 

LESBOS, or MITYLENE. 



iJ^i^i' 0n S of t] } c P rinci P a l iflands of the Archipc 
3 C ° f A f ,a ' ]t ,ics l,ndtr 3 9 th decree of 

186 n c lr /' be,ng about miles in length, and 

AiSh* C T f r nCr " Thc dlicf citic * ° 
qmkc WAS Cmird y ***y*l ^ an earth- 

^^ai^ 1 ^ towards Grtccc > which 

Agamis an,C fate as thc fo ™, as did Hicraand 
*S£S Td ° n rh r C fcuthm Promontory of 

J*f * r I^H , 'V 1 1 u I wa ii -^tj A^'f^iv ' r^" as Overly an ifland 

which t ,? dj ) ntllU frombcin« oppofitcf to 
'^'7^^ ^ nameW Ufa.' 



Methymna. This city was the place of Arion's na- 
tivity, and was in great repute for the excellent wine 
which the inhabitants made. 

Mitylene, the metropolis of T^efbos. This city was 
not more famed for the fertility of the circumjacent 
country, and the uncommon magnificence of its build- 
ings, than for the number of confiderable perfoliate 
to whom it gave birth. Among thefe were Pktacus, 
one ofthefeven Grecian fages; Alceus, the lyric poet ; 
i>appho, the celebrated poetefs ; Terpander, the mufi- 
cianj Hellanicus, the hiftorian; Callias, the critic, 
ur Indecd » M Xylene was deemed fo much < 

A-n, Mufes > and the center of politenefs, that 

Ariitotle refided in it two years, to partake of the ele- 
gant conyerfation of its inhabitants. 

The city, after having revolted fiom the Athenians, 
was greatly injured by the Peloponnefian war. It was 
frequently deftroyed by the Romans; and at its fiege 
the famous Julius Caefiir made his firft campaign, and 
greatly fignal.zed his courage. Being afterwards re- 
built, Pompey reftored it to its ancient franchifes The 
emperor Prajan adorned it with many elegant ftruarures, 
and from his own name called it Traianopolis. Tlrs 
ifland is naturally exceeding fertile, and was celebrated 

the n! a S- CICntS f °i P|i oduc ' in g. in © abundance, all 
the neceflanes and delicacies of life. The win* i n 

particular, ^excellent, and as much celebrated by phvli • 
cians for us falubrity, as admired by the voluptuous for 
its admirable flavour. * 

So immoral was the charader of the Lefijians, that 
at length u became proverbial : for the Greek faying. 
To hve like a Ujbian, implied to live the moft abaf- 
doned and profligate life that it was poffible for the 
mind to conceive- 

Ldbos is at prefent but thinly peopled, and fcarce 
any thing ,s to be feen but the fragments of its forme? 
magnificence. However, ijo finaU vTages are (till 
reckoned, and feveral harbours, particularly Caflr 
built on the ruin, of the ancient Mitylene, which is 
fituated on the eaft fide of thc ifland, has an excellent 
port, and is defended by a ftrong cafi! " exceI1 ™t 
Cos-doggis a town built on the fix* where a citvan- 
icntly flood, called the Mounts of Ida. The inhahi 
tants are principally Greeks , but the neighbouring 
mountains are infefted by a great number of Turkilfi 

^fexT„r n g. e f ° me ° f m ° ft bl ° 0dy and mercile,i 
The trade of this ifland confifts principally of wine 
gram, fruits, cheefe, butter, pitch, &c. The duties 

amount co 18,000 piastres 1 
and the inhabitants are computed at about 20 0 0 The 
houfes at prefent are low and mean built, and 'the peo- 
ple mifrrably poor. They are, however, ns much de- 
bauched as when they lived in greater afflm ncr M l 
gazines arc here kept, to furnifli the Turk.lh ra Jji« 
with (lores, which are employed by the Poire t<* cmift 
againft: the pirates that infett fome of thefe iflands i hi 
governor is a cadi i but the troops on thc ifland arc 
commanded by an aga of thc janiflaries. 

THE CAREENER9, 

The Careeners or Spalmadori Iflands, arc fmaJL and 
being fituated north of Lcfbo,, the pirates put in here 
to careen the fituanon being the belt imaginable for 

watching die (hips that trade to and from CorLmi nop£ 

C H 1 O S. 



Chios, or Scio, which lies in 
ind aj deg. eixii longitude, is 

4 H 



39 ( kg. north latitude, 
tailed by the TmJu 

Sakilivduci, 
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Sakifaduci. It is fituated oppolite to the coaft of Ionia, 
and has a coaft of 80 miles m circuit, being divided 
into upper and lower ground , the former tenninanng 
towards the north, at Cape Apanorneria ; and the latter 
towards the Couth, at Cape Maft.co. This .fland is 
mountainous and rocky ; yet the plains produce corn, 
wine, oil, honey, fruits, and gums , though the ferti- 
lity is much impeded by the great fcarcity of water. 
The country is fertile and populous, and the inhabi- 
tants opulent. The men are well made, the women 
handfome, and both fexes fo much inclined to mirth, 
that they think all the time loft which is not employed 
in finging, dancing, fcafting, revelling, or gallan- 



.4 



A corifiderable commerce is carried on here 5 but the 
harbour is bad, and, indeed, dangerous; yet the Ihips 
going to and coming from Conttantinople rendezvous 
at this place : and a TurkTfh fquadron is kept here to 
protect the merchant Ihips, and annoy the pirates. 

Scio, the capital, is a handfome city. The houfes 
are elegant, and have grand terraces, and windows 
glazed with red and green glafs; The Venetians took 
ic in 1604, and greatly embellifhed it, but loft it the 
year following. It is two miles in circumference, and 
environed by feveral beautiful gardens. The inhabi- 
tants are chiefly of the Greek Church, or Roman Ca- 
tholics, and have feveral churches and monafteries, 
which remain unmolefted by the Turks, who likewife 
permit them openly to profefs their religion. 

The citadel was erected by the Genoefe, in order to 
defend the entrance of the harbour. It is guarded by a 
Turkilh garrifon. The efplanade, or fpace between 
the citadel and firft houfes of the town, was formed by 
the Venetians, who, for that purpofe, demolished all 
die houfes in the vicinity of the cattle. On this efpla- 
nade, which prefents a moft pleafmg appearance, there 
is a fine fountain in the Turkifli ftile. We (hall annex 
a beautiful view of the whole. Part of the citadel ap- 
pears to the left of this pi&urefque fecne. 

About two leagues from the city, in the mid (I of the 
mountains, is a convent, very considerable for its vaft 
revenues. 

At Scio they manufacture filk, and gold and filver 
fluffs. 1 here is a branch of commerce peculiar to this 
ifland j this is the produce of the lentijk trees, which fur- 
nifh the gum called maftich > of which the Turkilh and 
Grecian ladies confume great quantities. They con- 
tinually chew this drug, which gives an agreeable aro- 
matic flavour to their breath, but is very injurious to 
the beaut) of the teeth. 

It is ro be obferved, that Scio* was one of the feven 
cities that contended for the honour of having given 
birth to Homer, and their coin formeily was ftamped 

with his image. 

The natives of this ifland are, by their neighbours 
in general, deemed a very ftupid and ignorant fet of 
people. The Turks call them Prafmos, which fignifies 
jhallow wretches, and have a proverb concerning them, 
which may be thus tranflated : 

Before a wife Sciot (hall ever be feen, 

Be fure you fhall meet with a horfe that is green. 

The whole ifland contains 30 villages, 300 churches, 
2000 Latins, 10,000 Turks, and 100,000 Greeks. 
In time of peace it is governed by a cadi, with a ftipend 
of 500 afpers per day : but in war time a bafliaw is 
fent from Conttantinople to take upon him the fupremc 
command. The Greek bifhop is immenfely rich, hav- 
ing, befides the above-mentioned 300 churches, many 

thapcls and monafteries tinder his jurifdi&ion. The 
chief of the latter, called Ncamoni, or New Solitude, 
is about Ave miles from Scio, contains 150 monks, 
and pays to the government £0,000 crowns annually, 
which it can well afford, its yearly revenue being 
50,000 crowns, or an eighth of the produce of the 
whole ifland. 

Next to the capital, the following arc tht moft con- 
Mcrable town* in the ifl— J 



Callimacha, the chief maftich town, contains < 
churches, which have 30 fubordinate chapels a 
nunnery belonging to them. * ancl a 

Pergi, which contains a cattle, 30 church 
2000 inhab * 



«s, and 



wine 



Mefta. This town is famous for the nectar 
which its neighbouring vineyards produce. 

Armolia is a maftich town, defended by a ffro 
cattle. n & 

Volifta is famous for its fi lk manufactory. Itcontai 
300 houfes, 1500 inhabitants, and is defended by"* 
cattle, which was erected by the celebrated Belifanus* 
who experienced the moft aftonifhing reverfe of for! 
tune, and, from the glorious conqueror, became the 
public beggar. 

St. Helena, of the Archipelago, is fituated on a rock 
and contains two churches, a chapel, and about aoo 
inhabitants. 

Cambia has a cattle upon a rock, and is celebrated 
for its pines; with which the Turks build many gallies 
and for a hot medicinal fpring. * 

Cardamita is fituated in a very rich territory, which 
in particular, pioduces 170 tons of excellent wine an- 
nually. Many coins of Conft amine the G res* have been 
dug up in the neighbourhood. A fpring of water iffuu 
from a rock at no great diftance, which, in its fall, forms 
a beautiful cafcade. The town was anciently famed for 
the temple of Neptune, near Port Dolphin, the ruins 
of which are yet to be feen. 

While this ifland was under the dominion of the Ve- 
netians and the Genoefe, the natives were permitted to 
be governed by their own laws ; but fmce the Turks 
conquered it, the poor people are both defpifed and 
opprefled. 

Thus conqueft gives the bloody power to kill, 
Or the black privilege of ufing ill. 
Who heaves a flgh, if freedom be the caufe, 
Is by the victor deem'd to break the laws. 
On godlike liberty who cafts a glance, 
Falls the fad victim of the reeking lance. 
Th' opprefs'd in filent forrow mutt remain, 
Nor dare of their hard deftiny complain. 



P S A R A. 

Psara, a very fmall ifland to the weft ward of Chios, 
is not remarkable for any thing but a breed of affes, who 
die immediately after being carried from the lOam ; 
but are exceeding ftrong, hardy, and long lived, while 
they remain in their native place. 

Near this ifland are fome fmaller iflands called u- 
reeners, which, like thofe already mentioned, are fre- 
quented by Pirates. 

S A M O S. 

SAMOslies in 31 degrees north latitude, and a7.de- 
•ees eaft longitude, at the diftance of 40 ni.ks from 
^hios, and oppofitc to the fouth coaft of Ionia. It 
about SomileVin circumference, and the lee of an cl 
bimop : but this prelate is exceeding poor * for he 
obliged to pay annually fo large a ftipend to h court 
of Conttantinople, that he fcarce leaves ^« f ^ 
thing. It was formerly a commonwealth > and 11 n. 
rally fb very fertile, that when Greece was . at the m 
mit of her glory, it was deemed, though lef than jao y, 
of as much Importance as any of the *fon*of**J* 
chipelago. T*he trade at prefent conjft , <>M 
fom of wines, which arc admirable, a « 
onions and garlic, fine earthen ware, raw 1 ^ 
honey, faffron, fruju,^. "Tft^^ 




coaft, that they are in general ",T u ' n Vceks. 1 M 
inhabitant, are about ia,ooo, pnncipauy 64CC 

...w,™ ux W hich they pay amount* to w 
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cruw^> — , . an aga ot tie lanuianes, cui- 

The governor who » « himfelf, and makes 

bmfett ' Kew ki moncy houfe, goods, and indeed 

out "h! garden^ which 5 left to the quiet 

•r r rhe Turks called Suflan, is now reduced to a 
1 Zr mean village : and to add to its wretchednefs, the 

SS^quW P lunder it: but thC - n0ble fra S ments 
P fTts antient fplendor, which dill remain, excite at once 

admiration and melancholy in the beholder. 

Vati though formerly a fplendid city, is now only 
a mean village, containing about 300 miferable houfes, 
and a few wretched inhabitants. 

Cora contains about 600 houfes, but fince it was 
plundered by the Venetians many of them are gone to 
ruin, and more are uninhabited. 

The reft of the towns are as miferable ; and, upon 
the whole, the ifland prefents little befides but fcenes 
that are fhocking to the imagination. 

The Hermitage of Cacoperata is highly reverenced 
by the Greeks : it is a horrid cavern, with a rocky af- 
cent to it of about 500 yards, narrow, fteep, and 
craggy ; but they arc very fond of fuch difmal and 
romantic fituations. 

Samos is celebrated in hiftory for having given birth 
to that admirable philofopher Pythagoras. 

The city of Samos was formerly very magnificent, 
as we may judge from its ruins, which are (till fuperb 
monuments of its antient grandeur. It was famous 
for a noble temple built to the honour of Juno, fome 
veftiges of which ftill remain. 

N I C A R I A, or I C A R I A. 

Nicaria lies in 37 deg. 30 min. north lat. and 16 
ileg. 30 min. eaft long, is about 70 miles in circumfe- 
rence, and rocky, mountainous and barren. It has no 
harbours for (hipping, and confequently muft be with- 
out commerce. The Samians fay, that when the two 
iflands were made, all the good materials were ex- 
haufted in making Samos, and that nothing but rub- 
bifh remained for Nicaria. Some benefits, however, 
arife to the natives from thefe difadvantages, for the 
Turks do not think it worth their while to oppiefs 
them, nor the pirates to plunder them. 

The inhabitants, who are about 3000 in number, 
have wine, fheep, goats, and aromatic herbs ; they row 
their boats, and do other work quite naked, for fear of 
wearing out the few cloaths they are able to procure. 

A ridge of mountains parts the ifland. There are 
but two towns and a few fcattered houfes, and the na- 
tives are very lazy, of a favage difpofition, and fpeak 
a molt barbarous dialed* of the Greek. They have a 
kind of bilhop, 24pricfts, and a few chapels. The 
people are (trong and well made, but ill favoured and 
naity, and have in general a bad character. 

PATMOS, or PATHMOS. 

The ifland of Patmos lies in 37 deg. 10 min. north 

wurot Nicaria, and only about 18 in circumference; 

ctlv '» 1 \ l has fcvc?ral convenient harbours, which 
ffiy! lh « ^vantage over many other of the Levant 

ve v Lv ■ .* S A Ca!a ' its P"ncipal port, is deemed the 
lik/Jf 10 ,, Archipelago. Sapfila and Cricou arc 
Sea L" XCdlent h f bours ' they are all terribly in- 
sS^^*^ ™ h } Qh has obli « cd thc inhabitants of 

inThill rn?K aCUare t] ? t0wn ' and rctire «P a neighbour. 

l K hc ^™ftcry of St. John, wnich is at once 

Waown fc ? nd f ° rtrcf8 » llas an a ™ ual revenue of 
wfc of h7\u'* a ,n ^ tai nB 100 monks. Though the 
Turk 0 1 JL 1 • P roh,blt ^ in all other parts of the 
Wc 3^ V« monk, of tliu monaftery 
ecrmut«i t 0 have two large ones. 



St. John the Evangelift was banifhed by the Romans 
to this ifland, and here compofed his Apocalypfe or Re- 
velation ; the place is confequently in great efteem 
both by Turks and Chriftians. St. John s hermitage 
is fituated upon a rock between Port de la Scala and 
the monaftery ; the entrance is hewn out of the folid 
rock, and leads to the chapel, which is almoft 44 feet 
in length, 1 5 in breadth, and is covered with a gothic 
roof. 

The management of this ifland is committed to the 
care of two Greek officers, as no Turks refide upon it* 
The taxes produce about 10,000 crowns annually. The 
houfes are neater than thofe of rnoft of the other {(lands, 
and the chapels are well built, arched, and about 250 
in number. It is remarkable, that though the ifland 
does not contain above 300 men, yet the women are 
near 6000 in number : the latter are good tempered 
and handfome, but fpoil their faces by ufing a prodi- 
gious quantity of paint : however, the fweetnefs of 
their difpofitions makes amends for all faults, and fur- 
pafles beauty. 

C L A R O S. 

Claros lies very near Patmos, is mountainous, about 
40 miles in circumference, has two fea-ports, a town 
and caftle, to which it gives name, yet was never fa- 
mous for any thing but a magnificent temple dedicated 
to Apollo. 

LEROS. 

The ifland of Leros, Lerio, or Oleron, lies to the 
fouth of Patmos and north of Claros, is 18 miles in 
circumference, and produces abundance of aloes ; 
Greeks and Turks inhabit it, but are not numerous. 
It contains but one fmall town, a few fcattered ham- 
lets, and a fmall number of monafteries. Upon a hill 
are fome noble ruins, in particular about twenty fuperb 
marble pillars that remain entire, and which are, per- 
haps, the remnants of the temple of Diana, on whofe 
account this ifland was formerly famous. 

The MANDRIA ISLANDS. 

The Mandria Iflands are a clufter of fmall iflands to 
the eaftward of Leros j the center ifland is by far the 
largeft, but none of them are inhabited, except by the 
pirates that infeft thofe parts, and who are fome of the 
mod favage wretches exifting, murdering the crews of 
all the fhips they are able to overpower. 
Bold were the men, who on the ocean firfl 
Spread their new fails, when fhipwreck was thc word; 
More dangers now from man alone we find, 
Than from thc rocks, the billows, or the wind. 

S T A N C H I O, or COOS. 

Stanchio, which lies in 36 cleg. 40 min. north lar. 
and 27 deg. 30 min. eaft long, is oppofite to the coafl 
of Doris, 80 miles from Samos, 70 in circumference, 
has a fruitful foil, and towards the eaft gradually rifea 
into mountains ; it is rich in paflure, wines, fruit, tur- 
pentine, cyprefs, medicinal and other plants, &c. 

Cos, the capital, is fpaciotis, populous, well built, 
and ftrongly fortified : it is fituated on the t after n coaft, 
and was formerly famous for a fuperb temple < f /Efcu- 
lapius, as the ifland itfelf was for the birth of the ce- 
lebrated Hippocrates, whofe houfc is ftill (hewn in the 
town of Harangues ; but both thefe celebrated phyfi- 
cians owed their fame more to their recommending 
temperance than to any of the medicines they di (covered. 

Cos was celebrated for fome light garments made 
here, and called Veftimenta Coa ; but was ftill more 
famous for the flatue of Venus, made here by Apelles, 
who was a native of this little ifland ; and hence origi- 
nated the notion of Venus's rifing out of the lea. 

This fine piece of workmanfhip was I hit lodged in a 
(lately temple, but Aug u ft us carried it to Rome i and 

ro 
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to make the fuperftitious people fome amends for its 
lofs, their tribute was entirely remitted. The harbour 
is good, and well fecured from pirates. 

STAMPALIA. 

This 1 flan J lies about 40 miles from the coaft of 
Anatolia, is 60 miles in circumference, has a town of 
its own name on the fouth coaft, two harbours, and 
was anticmly celebrated for its temple of Apollo. It 
has a church or two fubjeft to a bifliop. 

CARPANTHUS. 

Carpanthus, or Scarpanto, on the fouth coaft of 
Doris, lies in 35 deg. 45 min. north lat, and 27 deg. 
40 min. call long, is between Cerate and Rhodes, and 
anciently gave name to the Carpanthian Sea. It is 
near 80 miles in circumference, but is mountainous, 
barren, and but thinly inhabited. It has no town ex- 
cept Scarpanto, whole harbour is tolerable, but ter- 
ribly infefted by the pirates. 

ISLANDS in the GULPH of SMYRNA. 

■ 

These iflands, which are five in number, are frnall 
and uninhabited; one is called I^ong Ifland, or Ifolade 
Eglerc, that is, Church Ifland; it is to miles long, 
rather narrow, and contains the ruins of a magnificent 
temple. Another of them the Greeks fay formerly 
contained many elegant buildings, of which no veftiges 
are at pre fen t left, but an apartment fup ported by four 
pillars, the whole being cut out of the folid rock - t from 
this ifland a caufeway formerly joined to the main land, 
but it is now entirely ruined. Some have imagined 
this to be the Clazomene of the antients, but whether 
the conjecture is right we cannot determine. 

RHODES. 

Rhodes extends from 35 deg. 50 min. to 36 deg. 
30 min. north lat. and from 28 deg. 20 min. to 28 deg. 
44 min. eaft long, being 75 miles eaft from Candia, 
8 from the I^yctan coaft, and about 120 in circumfe- 
rence. This ill and hath been long famed in hiftory 
under various names, and its inhabitants very early 
were deemed a maritime people. When attacked by 
the Greeks, the Rhodians called in the Romans to their 
afttflancc i who, according to their ufual cuflom, drove 
away the Rhodians's enemies, and repaid themfelves 
for their trouble, by feizing their country, and the 
J roper ty of the natives: after which it underwent va- 
rious revolutions. It was taken by the Venetians in 
1 1 24. The Turks conquered it in 1283, but were dri- 
ven out of it by the knights of St-. John of Jcrufahm 
in 1308: however, Soliman the Magnificent attacked 
it with an army of 200,000 men, and 300 fliips, and 
took it, Jan. 1, 1523, after the Rhodians had loft up- 
wards of 93,000 of their rticn, and the Turks a much 
greater number. After this nvsfortune moft of the 
Rhodians qui tied their country, fo that the ifland be- 
came very much depopulated; the Turks, however, 
(lie wed lb great a refpeft to the knights of Rhodes, 
that they fullered them to keep their lioufes, effects, 
coats of arms, Itatues, inferiptions, &c. and granted 
very confidcrahle privileges to fuch as would come and 
fettle there, which drew back fome of the Rhodians, 
and many of the Greeks i fo that Rhodes, at pi efent, 
is as populous and flourifhing as Turkifh tyranny will 
permit any place to be in the Ottoman territories. 

The metropolis of Rhodes it called by the fame 
name, and was always eftcemed a place of confiderable 
llrength. At pufenr, though its former fplendor is 
much decayed, it is a handfome city, and a good lea* 
port i the fiuiation at the fide of a hill is delightful; 
\t in about three miles in circuit, fortified by a tieble 
wall and caftle, though they arc but in bad repair j 
the ftrcct* are capacious and well paved, particularly 



up every 



that of St. John, which Is paved with beautiful 
the houfes are elegantly built in the IuP m ft "' 
the markets well {'applied with all kinds of „Sf* J 
It has two harbours, a large one for (hip* Q r Jy, w% - 
tions, and a fmalier for die Tin kilh C ;illir S . fla 
fquadron of which are always kept here " 
the Makefe fhips. This port is fluu 
with a chain, and near it is a fine piazza' adonid^ " 1 
(lately trees, at the extremity of which ?r<> rh- ! 
and dock. The church of Sc. Tohn a'm u ! mI 
Itructure, is converted into a molque. Many < 
churches, the palace formerly belonging to "be f!- X \ 
mafter, the houfes of the knights. &:c. are fl-;ii' „° 
ficcnt fabricks. lllU na fi*- 

This city was formerly celebrated for the learn, * 
and politenefs of its inhabitants, and the numerous ar ° 
demies for various arts and fciences, which were Ju-n* 
open at the public expence ; but at prefent, literatiVc 
meets herewith the fame treatment that it doe* in mt y[ 
other parts of the Turkifh dominions. 

The foil of Rhodes is fo fertile and rich, that it pro. 
duces every delicacy which man can wilh to enjoy j and 
the air is the moft pure and ferene that he could d<f JJC 
to breathe. Indeed, fuch is the beauty oft he count r" 
and delightfulnefs of the climate, as to give occafion to 
the poets to feign that Apollo rained golden fhoucrs 
upon ir, and bleficd it with his moft prolific and Salu- 
brious beams. 

The glorious ride r of the morning, So, 
But looks on flowers, and ftraighr they grow; 
And when his beams their light unfold, 
Ripens the dulleft earth, and warms it into gold. 

Hence the inhabitants erected the celebrated Coloflus, 
one of the wonders of the world, to the honour of 
Apollo, or the fun. This prodigious Itatue was made 
of brafs, 70 cubits, or about 123 feet in height, pro- 
portionably big in every part. It itood aflride over the 
haven, fo that fhips could fail in and out between its 
legs. In one hand it held a light-houfe, and in the 
other a fceptre ; and its head rcprefentcd a golden fun. 
The diftance between the two feet was 100 yards; and 
two men could fcarce, with extended arms, embrace 
its thumb. After having ftood 66 years, it was over- 
turned by an earthquake : and though the Rhodians 
collected, from the various Grecian Hates, a prodi^iou* 
fum to defray the'expences of repairing it, yet the mo- 
ney was embezzled, and the image was fu flexed to lay- 
on the ground for the fpace of 894 years, when the Sa- 
racens took the city, and fold it as old. brafs ro a Jew, 
who loaded 900 camels with it > the whole weight being 
7 20,000 lb. avoirdupoife. This wondcrftil work was 
made by Clares, a native of Rhodes, who *as twelve 
years in completing it. Juft on the fpot where the fret 
ftood, a caftle on one fide, and a tower on the other, 
were creeled, and are (landing at preient. 

The modern Chriftian inhabitants of this fine ill.md 
arc very poor, and are not fuffered to live witlim the 
walls of the city, which privilege is, however, grained 
to the Tews. The principal manufactures aie loan, 



tapeftry, and camblets; but the city is a mart for a. 
the commodities and productions of the 1 ,eyant , ye. 
Rhodes is kept merely in oppofition to the C liniluns 
as it does not remit any thing to the Grand Sri»n""« 



y tning 

the Turkifh bafhaw being allowed the whole of 
venues, to maintain the gallics, the garnlon, and Jnm- 

felf. 

CYPRUS. 

This celebrated ifland lies between 34 .and 36 de* 
north lat. and between 33 and 36 deg. cult :loiifr >« j. 
moft eafterly part of the Levant, and is the iur^ 
all the iflands of Afia Minor, being aoo miles in un» . 
46 in breadth where wideft, and about 3° from «it u- 
tinent. The ancients had many names for it, 
cular they called it Macaria, on account 01 M" 11 P 
fing fertility , and Cyprus, the name it (till h 
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u n^nre of cyprefs- trees which it produced. Th< 
the abundance of cyp , & the ucft 0 

r whSad it divided^to nine petty king- 



The 
f 



i%fter them, the emperors of Conftantinople poi- 

K91 ^ was conquered by Richard I k.ng 
^ndand, and 9 given by him to Guy of Lufignan, 
°{^tccc(Ton reigned over it till 1480, when the Ve- 
^mSZ who remained matters of it till 1 570, 
X it was conquered by the Turks, who ftill con- 

tinueinporTemon of it. r .. 

The foil produces all kinds of grain, wines, oil, 
fuaar, cotton, honey, faffron, wood, metals minerals, 
slants drugs, flowers, &c. all excellent in their kinds. 
It was' formerly populous and opulent, but at prcfentis 
Lc poor and thinly inhabited, which is chiefly owing 
to two caufts, viz. the tyranny of the Turkic govern- 
ment and the fwanns of locults which for lome ages 
pad have infefted it, to the frequent deftruflion of the 
produce of the earth. Their wool and cotton manufac- 
tures are the beft in the eaft, but the fill: is very indif- 
ferent. By one of the Turkifh bafhaws all the fugar 
canes in the ifland were deflroycd. The people, how- 
ever, have a great traffic in a delicious bird, which they 
catch in the months of September and October, and 
pickle in vaft quantities to export to Venice, where 
they are much prized, and purchafed at a high price by 

the voluptuous. 

It was formerly divided into 12 diflricls, eacli con- 
taining a large city, and the whole including 800 vil- 
lages. The inhabitants were formerly a mod debauched 
people, and, according to the mod authentic accounts, 
their inclinations are as depraved as ever ; but the 
Turkifli government compels them to a more referved 
behaviour, and obliges them, at lead, to a£t with an 
outward appearance of decency. The prefent inhabi- 
tants are chiefly Greeks, who drefs after the Italian 
fafhion, but retain their own religion and cuftoms. The 
people of this ifland were converted to Chriflianity by 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas, the latter of whom was a 
native of Cyprus. It gave birth to the poet Afclepiades, 
Xcnophon, Zeno, Apollonius, the famous bifliop Epi- 
phanius, and leveral other great men. 

Cyprus has no confiderable rivers, but fome famous 
mountains, particularly Olympus, whofe height and 
extent are aftoni filing. On Mount Olympus, at the 
dillance of every league, there is a Greek monaftery ; 
and a fountain faid to be erected by the emprefs Helena, 
the mother of Conftantinc the Great. 

Hardly any veftiges remain of the ancient city of Sa- 
ianVis, formerly celebrated for its temple of Jupiter, 
who was here reprefented by an image armed with 
thunder and lightning. 

The principal places at prefent are the following: 
Famagufta, or Arfinoc, an elegant city, and good 
lea-port, pleafantly fituated, and defended by two forts: 
»t tsenclofed on two fides by a ditch, and double wa.l, 
well fortified, and on the other two by the lea. The 
J urks are fertfible of the importance ot this place, and, 
contrary to their ufual cuftom, keep the fortifications 
in excellent repair. The governor of this city is ac- 
countable only to the Ottoman Porte, not being fubor- 
wnatv to the bafhaw of the iflands. The Greeks and 
outer C In ifluiiu are only permitted to keep fhops here 



in the day-time, but are not allowed to lay in the city, 
which is, however, a bifhop's fee, fubjec"t to the me- 
tropolitan of Nicofia. 

Though the laftmentioned is the moft important 

place, yet Nicofia is deemed the metropolis of Cyprus. 
This city, which is delightfully fituated in the center of 
the ifland, was formerly the feat of the Cyprian mo- 
narchs. It was then nine miles in circuit, but is now 
dwindled to three. It is, however, ftill a beautiful 
town, of a circular form, furrounded with walls, de- 
fended by a deep ditch, and well fortified. It formerly 
contained 40,000 houfes, and feveral noble palaces ; 
but many of the firft, and all the latter, are fallen to 
decay, or have been pulled down. The beft churches, 
particularly St. Sophia, the Turks have converted into 
mofques. The Greeks, L-atins, Arminhns, Nefto- 
rians, Maronites, &c. have their churches and chapels 
allowed them. This city is the refidence of the Turkifli 
bafhaw and the Greek archbifhop, the fuffragansof the 
latter being the bifliops of Famagufta, Paphos, Larneza, 
and Cerenes. 

Lame z a is a good fea-port, in which the French 
and Venetians have a conful. The houfes are, how- 
ever, low and mean, and the inhabitants compofed of 
Turks, Greeks, and fome Europeans. The commo- 
dities are cotton, cotton yarn, wool, &c„ 

Cerenes, the ancient Ceraunia, is almofl: in ruins, 
though formerly a ftrong and populous place. 

La mi fib is now nothing but a mean village, though it 
remains a bifhop's fee ; and the ficu ition of the ancient 
city of Amatheus is not at prefent known. 

Paphos, now called Baffa, is fituated on the weflern 
coaft of the ifland. St. Paul in this citv converted its 
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governor Sergius, and (truck the necromancer Barjefiw 
with blindnefs ; Actsxiii. 6. Though much decayed 
from its former glory, it is ftill a bifhop's fee, and a 
good fea-port town. In ancient times it was much ce- 
lebrated for its magnificent temple dedicated to Ve.nus, 
from which the goddefs of L.ove was called the Paphian 
Venus. 

The condition of the votaries of this captivating 
goddefs are thus finely defcribed by Dryden. 

In Venus's temple on the fides were feen 
The broken (lumbers of enamoured men ; 
Looks that e'en fpoke, and pity feem'd to call, 
And i fluing fighs that fmok'd along the wall ; 
Complaints and hot defires, the lover's hell, 
And fcalding tears that wore a channel where they 
fell ; 

Expence and after-thought, and idle care, 
And doubts of motly hue, and dark del pair ; 
Sufpicions, and fantaftical furmife, 
And jealoufy fuffus'd with jaundie'd eyes. 

" We think it necefTary to inform our readers, that 
u the I (lands of the Archipelago, or Great Sea, de- 
" fcribed in this Chapter, are only thole fituated in 

" Alia; the remainder belong to thofe parts which are 
" fituated in Europe, and will therefore be properly 
" defcribed in their refpective places, when we come 
u to a description of that part or the globe. We make 
'f this diftinftion in order to preferve that order and iini- 
" formity which is confident with our plan, and to ren- 
" der our wot k deferving the title of a Complete ami 
" Univerfal Syllem of Geography." 
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THE 



Various ISLANDS off the Coast of ASIA, in 

GREAT PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 

Including feveral difcovercd by our Countrymen Captains Cook, Clerke, Gore, King, &c f om g c 



which having been only fecn, but not vifited, can admit but of fmall Dcfcription. 



KFRGUELEN's LAND was difcovcred by Mon- 
fieur de Kerguclen, a French navigator, whofe 
name it bears. It is fituated in 48 deg. 41 min. ibuth 
lat. and 76 deg. 50 min. eafl: long, and was vifited by 
Captain Ccok in 1776. Having come to an anchor in 
the harbour, in order to procure water, and nearly 
completed their quantity, the commander allowed the 
{hips crews (Refolution and Difcovery) the 27th of 
December as a day of reft to celebrate Chriftmas ; in 
confequence of which, many of them wenr on fhore, 
and made excurfions into the country, which they found 
de (blare and barren in the extreme. In the evening 
one of thern, prcfenteda quart bottle to Captain Cooky 
-which lie had found on the north fide of the harbour, 
fattened with tome wire to a projecting rock. This 
bottle contained a piece of parchment, with the follow- 
ing infeription : 

Ludovico XV. Gall tar um 

regCy et de Boynes 

regi a Sccretis ad res 
maritimas annis 1772 et 

1773- 

Captain Cook, as a memorial of the Biitifh veflels 
having been in this harbour, wrote on the other fide of 
the parchment as follows : 

Naves Refolution 
et Diftovery 
de Rege Magn.c Britanni<e> 
Decern iris 1776. 

He then put it again into the bottle, accompanied 
with a lllver two-penny piece of 1772, covered the 
month of the bottle with a leaden cap, and placed it 
the next morning in a pile of (tones, erected for that 
purpoft: on an eminence, near the place where it was 
firft found, line Captain Cook difplayed the Brit ifh 
flag, and nam< d the place Chriftmas Harbour, it being 
on that fc.livul the vtflels arrived in it. 

As to tiit in.tnd, he was unwilling to rob Monfieur 
de Kerguclch of the honour of its bearing his name; 
though, from its fterility, it might properly be called 

" TheMandi of Deflation." 

Mr. Anderfon, who, during the fhorttimc the fliips 
lay in Chrifl mas Harbour, loll no opportunity of fearch- 
ing the country in every direction, relates the following 
particulars. 0 

No place (fays he) hitherto difcovcred in either he- 
mifphere affords lb fcanty a field for the naturalift as 
as this tttrile fpor. Some verdure, indeed, appeared, 
when at a im dl dill.uicc from the (hore, which might 
raifethe expectation of meeting with a little herbage; 
but all this lively appearance was occafioned by one 
■ nail plant, rcfcmbling laxifrage, which grew up the 
liillN in larjv' Ipreadin^ tufts, on a kind of rotten turf, 
which if dncd, might ferve for fuel, and was the only 
thing f,vn MIU . that could pollibly be applied to that 
pin pofe. 

Another plant, whi< h grew to near the height of two 
feel, was pretty plentifully fcatrered about the bejgery 
deelivitir, , it | u .j thc .^^aiance of a fllia| , cubl *[. 

when it w.ufho: mm feeds, lr had the watery acrid talle 1 
ol tlu- autii, 01 bum- plants, though ir matei ially differed 
from the who!- u ibe. Vv hen t aicn raw, it was not un- 
like tnr New Zealand fcurvy-gials, but when boiled, it 
a^purcd a rank llavoui. At ,| m time none of its feeds 
were ripe nwii-.h to be brought home, and introduced 
into our linglilh kitchcn-g udens, a 
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Near the brooks and boggy places were found 
other fmall plants, which were eaten as fallad • the 
like garden crelTes, and very hot and the other Z 
mild I he latter is a cunohty, having not only ^ 
and female, but alfo androgynus plants. 

Some coarfe grafs grew pretty plentifully i n a fc„ 
fmall fpots near the harbour, which was cm down f t 
our cattle. In fhort, the whole catalogue of plants dill 
not exceed eighteen, including a beautiful fpecirs < f 
lichen, and feveral lorts of n.ofs. Nor was there the 
appearance of a tree or fhrub in the whole country 

Among the animals the mod conliderablc were ibis 
which were diflinguiihed by the name of lea-bears be' 
ing the fort that are called the uiTine fcal. They come 
on (hore to repofe and breed. At that time theywcie 
ihedding their hair, and fo remarkably tame, that there 
was no difficulty in killing them. 

No other quadruped was feen ; but a great number 
of oceanic birds, as ducks, mags, petrels, tec. The 
ducks were fomewhat like a widgeon, both in Ike and 
figure. A confiderable number of them were killed and 
eaten. They were excellent food, and had not the leaib 
fifhy tafte. 

The Cape petrel, thc fmall blue one, and the fmall 
black one, or Mother Carey's chicken, were not in 
plenty here ; but another fort, which is the largeil of 
the petrels, and called by the feamen Mother Carey's 
goofe, is found in abundance. This petrel is as large 
as an albatrofs, and is carnivorous, feeding on the dead 
carcaffes of feals, birds, &c. 

The greateft number of birds here were penguin*;, 
which confift of three forts. The head of the lar^cil ii 
black, the upper part of the body of a leaden grey, the 
under part white, and the feet black : two bioad llripes 
of fine yellow defcend from rhe head to the breail : :!,; 
bill is ofareddilh colour, and longer than 11 the otlvr 
forts. The fecond fort is about half the fax of the 
former : it is of a blackilh grey on the upper part of the 
body, and has a white fpot on the upper part of tho 
head : the bill and feet are ycllowifh. In the third fort 
the upper part of the body and throat arc black, the 
rell white, except the top of thc head, which i> orna- 
mented with a fine yellow arch, which it can erect :fo 

tWO CTCils. 

The fhags here are of two forts, viz. thc Irfler coi mo- 
rant, or water-crow ; and anothei with a bla< kilh hack 
and a white belly. The fea-iwallow, the tun, the 
common lea-gull, and the Port Kgmont hen, wuc alto 
found here. 

I /arge Hocks of a lingular kind of white bin! Hew 
about here, having the bale of the bill coveie.l with » 
horny emit. Ic had a black bill and white leer, was 
fomewhat laroer than a pigeon, and the iklh talted like 
that of a duck. 

The feine was once hauled, when was found a tew 
fifli about the li/.e of a fn..dl haddoi k. The only Hull 
fifli feen here were a few limpets and muklcs. 

Many of the hills, notwithstanding tliey wer* <>f a 
moderate height, were at thai time eovend with fnuv.', 
though anfwering to our June. Jt is icaibnaM 'to 
gine that rain mult be very frequent hcie, as well Uom 
the nun ks of large torrents bavin;; iiilhid down, a-. In v; n 
the appeal a ncc of rhe country, which, even on lU hdh, 
was a continued bof» or Iwamp. 

The rocks con fid prhu i 
hard (lone, intermixed wi 
quart 7. Some confiderable 

of a brownilh brittle (lone 



.mp. 

pally of a dark blue an 1 very 

tii panicles of iduinu-, or 
c rocks weie allbioru.cd hue 
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Tct akds fo called from the great 
P f7Trocks which fcjors have likened to the 
Ss wi* whS'the Roman Catholics tell their pater- 
b X S rs They abound in corn and fruits, and are ra- 
ther populous/ but contain nothing remarkable. 

r *oRGiA, a clufter of barren iflands, about 54 deg. 
,0 min. fouth latitude, and 36 deg. 30 mm. weft long. 
One of them is between 50 and 60 leagues in length, 
and aifo contain nothing worth defer iption. 
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Island of Handsome People lies in 10 deg. fouth 
and 185 deg. eaft longitude. It is 18 miles in cir- 
cumference, and wasdifcovered by De Qiiiros in 1696. 
Votwithftanding the execflive heat of the climate, the 
natives are remarkably fair and handfome, from whence 
the ifland had its name. They are covered only from 
the waift downwards, with mats of palm, and wear a 
mantle of the fame on their (boulders. Their houfes, 
which are thatched, ftand in clutters; and their canoes 
arc trees hollowed out. 

Horn or Hoorn Island is fituated in 14 deg. 56 
min. fouth lat. and 179 deg. eaft long, and was difco- 
vered in 161 6, by Shouten. 

The male natives of this ifland are tall, well made, 
and iobuft. They are nimble runners, expert fwimmers, 
and good divers. Their complexion is a yellowifti 
brown j and they take great pleafure in dreffing their 
hair, which is black. Some tie it, others fHze it. 
Some let it grow down the waift, and tie it in five or fix 
tails ; and others drefs it right an end, Handing up like 
hog's briflles, ten or eleven inches long: but they do 
not fuffer the beard to grow. The women are ftiort of 
ltature, deformed both in features and body, and ra- 
ther indecent in their behaviour. Both fexes go naked, 
except a piece of covering between their legs ; and the 
women rub their heads and cheeks with fomething red. 

Their land produces fpontaneoufly a great variety of 
fruits, fuch as < ocoas, bananas, yams, &c. for they are 
ignorant of cultivation. At low water the women catch 
fifli, which is eaten raw. They have alfo fome hogs, 
whicli they cook wretchedly. 

Prince Edward's Islands, lying in 51 deg. fouth 
latitude, were difcovered by two French navigators, on 
their paHage from the Cape of Good Hope to the Phi- 
lippine Ifiands. They are two in number, and, as they 
had no names in the French Chart of the Southern 
Memifphere, Captain Cook, when he faw them in 1776, 
railed them Prince Edward's I Hands. That which lay 
molt to the fouth appeared to be about fifteen leagues 




Adventure Island, fo called from the (hip Ad- 
venture, in which captain Furneaux failed to the South 
*as. t lies in latitude 43 deg. 21 min. fouth, and 
longitude i 47 deg. a 9 min. weft. The natives arc 
Mcjibcd as mild and chearful, with little of that wild 
appearance nhjch lavages in general have, but at the 
tune totally devoid of perfonal activity or genius. 

ftj^m I™* a f T }l ifknd ' fo callcd ^ tot'"" 
17 L T - ° r Wn R ^lution. It lies in lat. 

»7 dcg. H min. fouth, and long. 1 41 deg. 45 nun. weft. 

wt M , ISU ^ is ? tl,ated on the coafl of New South 
Maria' "* I04n<h Solitary, Furneaux, 

ai« on B ii ,R . L f KD ' No "iiumiieri.and and Di- 
*""oatt I'"" 1 b 7 C fP' ain Cook > w, '» explored 

10 »bound Nvnh trees and K ra6, ai>d were 
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known to be inhabited from the fmoak that was Men 
afcending in many places. 

Bay of Islands, a group of fmall iflands fituated 
on the coaft of New Zealand : among which are in- 
cluded thofe called Gannst, Banks's, Solander's, 
Trap's, &c. 

Potoe is an ifland fituated about two leagues to the 
weft ward of the Grand or principal of the Ladrones. 
It is rocky and of fmall extent. 

Sentry-box Island is fituated about a league and 
an half from the fouth point of Chriftmas Harbour in 
Kerguelen's Land, and fo called from its refembling 
a fen try- box. 

Solor lies to the fouth of the I Hand of Celebes, in 
lat. 9 deg. fouth, and Jong. 1 23 deg. 5 5 min. eaft. It 
contains nothing remarkable. 

Nicobar Islands lie at the entrance of the Gulph 
of Bengal. The natives are tall and well proportioned, 
with long faces, black eyes, black lank hair, and 
copper-coloured fkins. They are faid to be an harm- 
lefs, good fort of people, and go quite naked, except 
a covering about the waift. They have neither temples 
nor idols, nor does there feem to be any great fupei i- 
ority among them. They are excellent fwimmers, and 
fometimes will overtake fmall veflels under fail. They 
live in little huts having no towns, and the country is 
almoft covered with wood. They have no corn, buc 
a fruit which ferves them inftead of bread, and they 
catch plenty of fifh. The largeft of thefe iflands, 
which gives name to the reft, is about 40 miles in 
length and 1 5 in breadth. 

Portland Island lies to the fouth ward of the 
Society Ifles, and was fo called by Captain Cook y who 
difcovered it on his firft voyage, from its refemblance 
to that of the fame name in the Britifh Channel. Some 
parts of this ifland appeared to be cultivated, and pu- 
mice ftones in great quantities lying along the fhore 
within the bay indicated that there was a vo'cano in 
the ifland. High palings upon thc ridges of hills were 
alfo vifible in two places, which were judged to be dc- 
figned for religious purpofes. 



Bare Island, fo called by Captain Cook, as it ap- 
peared to be barren, and inhabited only by fifhcnxien. 
It lies in lat. 39 deg. 45 min. fouth. 



East Island lies in lat. 37 deg. 42 min. 
appeared to Captain Cook, who difcovered 
his firft voyage, fmall and barren. 



fouth. It 
it alfo on 



White Island is contiguous to the former. 

Mayor and Court of Aldermen, a clufter of 
fmall iflands lying in lat. 37 deg. 59 min. fouth, about 
twelve miles from the main. They arc moftly barren, 
but very high. 

Mercury Islands, a clufter of different fizes. 
The Bay is called alfo Mercury Bay, and lies in lat. 36 
deg* 47 min - fouth, long. 184 deg. 4 min. weft, and 
has a fmall entrance at its mouth. 

Men and Chicken, fmall iflands fituated in lat. 
35 deg. 46 min. fouth. 

Poor Knights, a clufter of iflands lying in lat. 36 
deg. 36 min. fouth. On thefe iflands were feen a few 
towns which appeared fortified, and the land round 
them feemed well inhabited. 

Cavalles Islands, fo called by Captstin Cook, fium 
thc naaic of fome rjih the crew puichaleJ of the In* 

di.uig, 
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Tomoouy is an ifland fituated in oo deg. w , • 
fouth lat. and, in fhape, refcmbles a horfe-(hoe ^O* 
the ifland rifcs a hill, which takes up about thice fourth 1 
of its compafs, and on the fide of this hill are planta*' 
tions of tropical fruits and roots. * 
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dians. Thefe people were very infolent, ufing many 
frantic Rcllures, and throwing Hones at the crew. Some 
fmall fhot were fired, and one of them being hit, they 
all made a precipitate retreat. 

Three Kings; The chief* of thefe iflands lies in 
lat. 34 deg. 1 2 min. fouth, and long. 187 deg. 48 mm. 
weft. Birds were mot upon it which nearly refembled 
gecfe, and were very good eating. 

Hamote, a little ifland in lat. 4* deg. fouth, hear 
Queen Chat lotte's Sound. 

Entry IsLE, an high ifland fituated about nine or 
ten leagues from Cape Keamaroo, which lies in 41 deg. 
44 min. fouth lat. and 1 13 deg. 30 min. wefl longitude. 

Island of Lookers-on, fituated contiguous to the 
foimer, and fo called by Captain Cook, became the 
natives could not be prevailed on to approach the ihip. 

MAGtf£TiCAL Island, fo called by Captain Cook be- 
cause the compafs did not travel well when rhe flup was 
near it. It is faid to be high, rugged, rocky and bar- 
ren, yet not without inhabitants, for fmoak was feen in 
feveral parts about it. 

The Sisters. Thefe are two iflands of very fmall 
extent, plentifully flocked with wood, fituate in the 
lat. of 5 deg. fouth, and long. 106 deg. 1 1 min. eaft, 
near fouth and north from each other, and encom- 
pafled by a reef of coral rocks, the whole circuit of 
which is four or five miles. 

Caracatoa is the fouthernmoft of a duller of 
iflands lying in the entrance of the Straits of Sunda. 
Its fou them extremity is fituated in the lat. of 6 deg. 
9 min. fouth, and long. 105 deg. 15 min. eaft. Its 
whole circumference does not exceed nine miles. The 
ifland conlifts of elevated land, gradually rifing from 
the fea, and is entirely covered with trees, except a 
few fpots chared by the natives for the purpofe of 
forming rice fields. The population of the ifland is 
inconfiderable. The coral roofs afford turtles in abun- 
dance, but other refreflnmnts are very fcarce. 

Pulo- Bally is an ifland about two miles round, and 
lies in the lat. of 00 deg. 30 min. fouth. There is 
good a nc hoi age to the eallward of it in 12 and 13 fa- 
thom water, muddy ground. It has abundance of 
wood and frcfli water. 

Si'HOUTEM Islands, fo called from Schouren, a 
Dutch navigator, who difcovered them in 1616, lie in 
lat. 00 deg. 46 min. fouth. 

S E L A n o lies in lat. 00 deg. 50 min. fouth. It is 
not fiat, or very high. It forms two harbours with the 
main land, an outer and an inner harbour. There is no 
danger in running into either, but what is plainly feen. 
The inne r harbour is about two miles broad, and three 
long, and the general depth ten fathom. 

Pulo Ga'; lies in 00 deg. iS min fouth lat. and is 
an ifland of middling height. When plainly feen it ap- 
pears like the land of Europe, not being woody, 
as the iflands in thefe parts generally are. The valley is 
faid to have a rich Toil, and many fago trees upon if. 
It is not inhabited, though travellers by water often put 

into the bay to pais the night, and ibmetimcs (lay there 
Hilling levet al days. 

Piuncls Island lies in the weflern mouth of the 
Straits of Sunda. It abounds with vegetables of various 
kinds, deer, turtle, &c. Our India fhips ufed to touch 
here to take in water, but they have omitted this prac- 
tice fume yeaig fuue j though Captain Cock fays the 
water is exceeding good, if rilled towards the head of 
he brook, 1 



Waclol is a fmall flat ifland. Here it may not be 
improper to obferve, that at mod of thefe iflands lives 
one or more of certain chiefs called Synagees, who re- 
pair on board fuch veflels as vifit them, in order to beg 
prefents. The drefs of one of them is thus defcribed: 
one half of the coat and long drawers was clouded red 
white, and yellow ; the other half blue, white, and 
green, clouded alfo; not unlike the whimfical drefles 
of mafquerades. His turban, made of coarfe white 
calico, was pinked. 

The Mahometans upon thefe iflands live moflly upon 
fifti and fago bread. Sometimes they mix a cocoa-nut 
rafped down with the fago flower, and putting this into 
a thin Chinefe iron pan, they keep llirring the mixture 
on the fire, and eat it warm. They alfo eat the ordi- 
nary white fwallo, a root which is found every where 
in the fand at low water. They eat it raw, cut up fmall, 
and mixed with fait and lime juice. 

They have in this country the following peculiar me- 
thod of drawing blood. They put the rough fide of a 
certain leaf, about as large as a man's hand, on that 
part where they want to extract blood, then with the 
tongue they lick the upper fide of the leaf, and the under 
fide is prefently all over bloody. 

In thefe parts grows a particular kind of green fiviit, 
which the natives eat. It is as long as the hollow part 
of a quill, and almoft as fmall. They call it ciry. This 
fruit is very good in a curry or (lew, leaving a fine a»o- 
matic flavour. 

The two clutters of iflands Bo and Popo, lie nearly 
in the fame parallel of latitude, 1 deg. 17 min. fouth. 
They are about five leagues afunder. Bo confiftsof fix 

or ftven iflands. 

Thefe iflands, which have a good many inhabitants, 
can fupply plenty of cocoa-nuts, fait, and diied filh. 
To the weltward of the clutter, but contiguous to it, 
are about nine or ten fmall low iflands. To the eall- 
ward, on two iflands, are two little hills, which, at a 
diftance, look like two tea-cups, bottom up. 1 hefe 
iflands are faid to be well inhabited, and here refides a 

ra j ah - V • , r a 

It is affirmed by an authentic writer, with refpeft to 

the inhabitants of thefe paits, that not only women of- 
ten kill or burn themfelves with their deccaicd hufba il •., 
but men alfo, in honour of their decealed iiuhei*. 
Thofe who determine on this aie not limited to tune; 
they name, perhaps, a diflant day, and in the iii«'.m 
while their intention being made known, their is n< 
honour the natives can think of, but they pay to ih.ya-- 
votee. He is can-fled wherever he goes. On llitf taui 
day, by the fide of a great fire, a Joule iU^o * 
! is eredled ; on this he dances, working him kit u ' 
fit. He then ihips to the end of a plank, win* h nluiu,, 
he falls headlong into the Ihims. 

The nouh coafl of the kij of Wa ^ 
lies about half a degree to the noi thw.inl o tu< ■ ■ «| » 
is near , 5 leagues in length. The lull on U ^ 
pine, (a particular qua.terof Waygiov ,) ul.u^ ^ 
:s lhapc, is called the Ok k's Ciiinb, 



may 



about ao leagues of!'. Some white M"^ -W 1 ''" 1 |]M , 
Oppofitc to rhe entrance of the h.uUnu : " 1 ' * Jf|| x 
iflands, one lhaped like a fugar \ ir t \ util > ,>\ 

hilloc on it. At the bottom of tins lullou is . 
frefli water, where then- is anchorage in tueiv 1. ^ 
fand. J he two ifiands are joined »> ami 
rocks, dry at low water. Thne are laid to h ^ 
inhabitants upon the ifland, who wag<\ 1" ' 1 |t) 
with one anothei. Oflak ha, hour hes ... c < ^ 
min. north latitude. Near this ilLmd two W | ^ 
taken, the heads of which weic icuuiKawc iw ^ 
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The horn was 




„ • .l/hkck, and the body might be twenty inches 
, ft,n ' its tail was armed with two ftrong fcythes on 
each fide, with their points forwards. 

The Island of Abdon lies in oo dcg. 36 min. north 
• dc It is about three miles round, and 1 00 feet 
[*T Konibar may be about the fame height and 
r lg it is north of Abdon. The reft of the fixteen 
•Hands that form this clutter are flat and low, except 
Aiow Babar, which rifes about 500 feet. On Konibar 
^ faid to be plantations of yams, potatoes, fugar canes, 
and other tropical productions. 

The inhabitants of thefc iflands have fifh and turtle in 
fach abundance (and efpecially cockles about the big- 
ne f s of a man's head) that they neglect agriculture. 
When they want bread, they carry live turtle, and fau- 
e a<res made of their eggs, dried fifh, to Waygiow, 
vvhich they truck for fago, either baked or raw ; nay, 
perhaps go to the woods and provide themfelves, by 
cutting down the trees. On thefe excurfions they often 
carry their wives and families. 

Sanoir is an oblong ifland, extending from 3 deg. 
-30 min. t0 4deg. 30 min. north latitude. It is broadeft 
towards the north, and tapers fmall towards the fouth. 
About the middle of the weft coaft of the ifland is the 
town, harbour, and bay of Taroona, oppofite which, 
on the eaft coaft, is alfo a town and harbour, called ta- 
bookang. It abounds in cocoa-nuts, as do many iflands 
that lie neat it. A fathom of fmall brafs wire, fuch as 
isufed at the end of a fiihing-line, will purchafe 100 
cocoa outs, an ordinary knife 300, and four knives a 
battel (60 lb.) of cocoa-nut oil. 

Tulour, or TannaLabu, lies in 4 deg. 45 min. 
north latitude. It is fituated about 70 miles eaft of the 
north part of Sangir. It is of middling height. The 
inhabitants live on the fea-coaft, and have their planta- 
tions up the country. 

Salidabo Island lies to the fouth ward of Tulour, 
being divided only by a narrow ftrait, about a mile 
wide. It is not above eight or ten miles in circumfe- 
rence, is admirably cultivated, and contains feveral 
villages. 

Kabruang lies to the fouth -eaft of Salidabo, and is 
parted from it by a ftrait about four miles wide. This 
ifland is in high cultivation, and alfo contains feveral 



villages. 



1 aculanda contains about 1000 inhabitants, who, 
ncing lagans, eat pork. On the ifland are many goats, 
omc bullocks, and cocoa-nuts in abundance. The 

r « 1 « P , hcrc ' il C ««T°™1 and two foldicrs, alfo a 
^mailer for teaching the children the principles of 

kni v , ll iamt r," T \ m ' P l0n R". * hind of large chopping- 
kmves w,ll purclule a bulloc k, and one" a thoufand 
cocoa-nuts. 



for *hioKi n"? , is nCi l r Ta gulancla, and remarkable 
c J w • 1 h Wb a , harbo1 " on its fouth end, is 

"<j.uks, riih, turtle, and ratans. 



is comim,' „ ' , Nn ' »«« '»» Harbour of Syanjr, 
««le h ,0 T u- There are fome wikl 

b « from Cloo. y Cn ' "° t0nly from Mindanao, 
l °° t€0 No , : A "£ iS f ' tUatcd in 6 dc 8- "orth latitude, 



and 119 deg. eaft longitude. It is 30 miles long, 11 
broad, and contains a great number of inhabitants. It is 
governed by a king of its own. It is well cultivated, and 
affords a fineprofpect from the fea. Indeed, the ifland 
being rather fmall for its number of inhabitants, they 
ftudy agriculture more than thofe on the adjacent ones, 
where land is not deemed fo valuable. As they cannot 
depend on a crop of rice, not being furc of rain in due 
feafon, they cultivate many roots ; the Spanifh, or 
fweet potatoe ; the clody, or St. Hillano yam ; the 
China yam, both red and white ; fending to Mindanao 
for what rice they confume. They have great variety 
of fine tropical fruits. Their oranges are full as good 
as thofe 01 China. They have alfo a variety of the fruit 
called jack, or naka ; a kind of large cuftard apple, 
named madang ; mangos i and a fruit they call bolona, 
like a large plumb or mango, white-infide. They en- 
joy, in great abundance, a very innocent and delicious 
fruit, called lancey. The trees in tile woods are loaded 
with this fruit, which is large, and ripens well. The 
Sooloos having great connexion ^with China, and many 
Chinefe being fettled among them, they have learned 
the art of engrafting and improving their fruits. Here 
is no fpice tree but the cinnamon. 

This ifland enjoys a perpetual fummer. Up the 
country it is always cool, efpecially under the (hade of 
the toak trees, which are very numerous. This tree has 
a broad leaf, which, when bruifed between the fingers, 
ftains the hand red. The induftrious Chinefe gather 
thefe leaves, and the leaves of the fruit-tree called ma- 
dang, to line the bafkets of cane or bamboo, in which 
they pack up the Sooloo root, which they export in great 
quantities from this place. 

The Sooloos are not only neat in their cloaths, but 
drefs gaily. The men go generally in white waiftcoats, 
buttoned down to the wrift, with white breeches, fome- 
times ftrait, fometimes wide. 

The women are handfome in general, and, by com- 
parifon, fair. Thofe of rank wear waiftcoats of fine 
muflin, clofe fitted to their bodies; their necks, to the 
upper parts of the two breads, being bare. From the 
waift downwards, they wear a loofc robe, girt with an 
embroidered zone or belt about the middle, with a large 
clafp of gold, and a precious ftone. This being loofc, 
like a petticoat, comes over the drawers, and reaches 
to the middle of the leg, the drawers, which arc of fine 
muflin, reaching to the ancle. 

The fultanfiYip in Sooloo is hereditary, but the govern- 
ment mixed. About fifteen datoos, who maybe called 
the nobility, make the greater part of the legiflature. 
The title is hereditary to the eldeft fon, and they fit in 
council with the fultan. The fultan has two votes in 
this afTembly, anc^each datoo has one. 

The common people of Sooloo, called tell i man hood, 
do not enjoy much real freedom. It is faid that their 
haughty lords, when vifiting their eftates, will fome- 
times, with impunity, demand and carry oft' young 
women, whom they happen to fancy, to fwell the num- 
ber of their fandles (concubines) at Sooloo. Indeed, 
the lower clafs groan under various kinds of tyranny. 

The nobles here are extremely diffolutc. Thofe who 
have more than one wife, which is not very common, 
keep each in a feparate houfe : but their diftolu tenets 
confills in their numerous concubines and intrigues ; 
for here women have as much liberty in going ' abroad 
as in Europe. 

The Sooloos have a very good breed of horfes, and 
their women are very expert in liding. Their man net- 
is to ride backwards and forwards the length of a long 
broad ftreet upon findy pound, forcing theii horfes 
on a uuick trot, 'and checking them when they attempt 
to gallop: The horfes amiuomed to this not very 
faft. Riding is an excreife women of fafliion ult: all 
over the ifland. 

Here are wild elephants, the offspring (as h fuppoled 
with good foundation) of thole lent in former days 
from the continent of India as p relents to the kiiitfvof 
Sooloo. Thofe animals, avoid meeting with horned 
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cattle, though they are not fliy of horfes. Sooloo has 
fpotted deer, and abundance of goats and black cattle, 
but the people fddom milk their cows. They have 
very fewVep; but the wild hogs are numerous and 
do much mifchief by breaking down fences. After 
harveft the inhabitants hunt the elephants and wild 
hogs, endeavouring to deftroy them. 

Of birds there are here abundance of diminutive co- 

catooes and fmall green parrots. 

At Sooloo and the idands adjacent the pearl fiihery 
has been famous for many ages. In the fea between 
Mindano and Sooloo is a pearl fifhery not inferior to 
any in the Indies either in point of colour or fize. 
This, indeed, is the fource of their wealth. 

The Sooloos have in their families many Haves whom 
they purchafe from the different cruifers. Sometimes 
they purchafe whole cargoes, which they carry to Bor- 
neo, where, if the females are handfome, they are 
bought up for the*atavia market. The matters fome- 
times ufe their flaves cruelly, affuming the power ot 
life and death over thm. Many are put to death for 
trifling offences, and "their bodies left above ground. 
An attempt of elopement is here feldom pardoned. 

The (late of Sooloo is important : the inhabitants are 
very power ful, not only moft of the adjacent iflands 
being under them, but great part of Borneo. They 
have the character of being treacherous, and of endea- 
vouring always to fupply by fraud what they cannot 
effect by force. 

Pancatarran, lying a little to the fouthward of 
the former, is a long flat ifland, has no frefh water, 
nor is any good anchoring near, except infome few 
places. It abounds in cocoa nuts and a fruit called 
Guava. 

Ramancor lies in lat. 9 deg. 25 min. north, and 
long. 579 deg. 45 min. eaft. It is about 23 miles in 
circumference, very fandy, and has only a few villages 
in it and a temple. 



deg. 4 min 
It is elevat- 



Pulo-Sapata is fituated in lat. 10 
north, and long. 109 deg. 10 min. eaft. 
ed, fmall and unfertile. 

Pk ata lies in lat. ao deg. north. Near the fouthern 
extremity of the ifland ibme of the crew of the Refo- 
lution imagined they faw from the matt-head feveral 
openings in the reef, which feemed to promife fecure 
anchorage. The extent of the Prata lhoal is confide- 
rable, being about fix leagues from north to fouth. 

Myo lies in Int. 1 deg. 13 min. north. Tyfory is 
a flat ifland not fo large as Myo, and lies about W. 
by S. from it, diftant five or fix miles. It was formerly 
inhabited when the Spaniards had the Moluccas but 



the Dutch will not now permit any one to live there Ml 
it ihould be convenient for the fmuggling of fpiccs 

Karakita, Palla, Siao, and Grave are th ' 
cipal of a clufter of iflands lying between the ]S% 
3 and 4 deg. north. At Siao the Dutch entertain 
fchoolmafter, a corporal and a few foldiers, * - 

The Rabbit is a fmall rocky ifland wi th a few cocoa 
nut trees upon it, and many rocks like lWr loam 
round it. It lies to the eaftward of Karakita abo 
four miles, and derived its name from its lhape* Ut 

Sulphur Island, difcovcred by Captain Core * 
in 24 deg. 50 min. north latitude, and I4 o dee \fi 
min. eaft longitude. Its length is about five miles 
The fouth point is an elevated, barren hill, rather flat 
at the fummit, and, when feen from the weft foiuh-welL 
exhibits evident tokens of a volcanic eruption. The* 
fand, earth, or rock, (for it was difficult to diftinguifh 
of which of thefe fubftances its furface was compofed ) 
difplayed various colours ; and it was imagined that a 
confiderable part was fulphur, not only from its appear- 
ance to the eye, but from the ftrong fulphureous fmcll 
perceived in approaching the points. As the Refolu- 
tion pafTed nearer the land than the Difcovery, feveral 
of the officers of that fhip thought they di feemed fteaim 
proceeding from the top of the hill : thefe circumflances 
induced Captain Gore to beftow on this difcovery the 
appellation of Sulphur Ifland. 

Burney's Island is fituated on the north -eaft coaft 
of Afia, in 67 deg. 45 min. north latitude. The inland 
country about this part abounds with hills, fomeof 
which are of confiderable elevation. Captain Cfiok ob- 
ferves, that the land in general was covered with fnow, 
except a few fpots on the coaft. u 

St. Lawrence's Island, according to the moft ac- 
curate obfervations, lies in 63 deg. 47 min. north lar, 
and 188 deg. 15 min. eaft longitude. The northeni 
part of it may be difcerned at the diftance of ten 01 
twelve leagues. It is about three leagues in circumfe- 
rence. 

Bhertng's Island, fo called from the navigator 
who dilcovered it, lies in 58 degrees north latitude. 
Karakinskoi, Maidenoi, Ataka, and Shaimba, 
are all iflands that lie contiguous, laid to be little culti- 
vated, and very thinly, if at all, inhabited. 

Gore Island, fo named by Captain Cook, who dif- 
coverecl it in his lalt voyage, lies in about 64 deg. north 
lar. and 191 dor,, call longitude. It is about 301WW 

in extent, and appeared to our navigators to be ban en, 
and deflitute of inhabitants. 
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AFRICA is of vaft extent, encompafled all round by the fea, except at the Ifthmus, or narrow neck of land, 
at Suez, which feparatcs the Mediterranean from the Red Sea, whilft it joins the Continent of Afia to that 
of Africa. Itsutmoft length, from N. to S. on both fides of the Equator, that is, from Cape Bona, in the Medi- 
terranean, northward, to the Cape of Good Hope, fouthward, is 4300 miles. Its breadth, from Cape Verd, to 
Cape Guarda Fui, near the Straits of Babel Mandel, is 3500 miles. It is bounded on the N. by the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, by which it is divided from Europe ; on the S. by the Pacific Ocean ; on the E. by the Ifthmus of Suez, 
the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean j and on the W. by the Great Atlantic, which feparates it from America. 

As the equinoctial paffes through the middle of Africa, and the greater part of it lies between the tropics, the 
heat, in the inland parts efpecially, is almoft infupportable to Europeans. Though, from fituation, the climate 
can have but little variation, moft parts of this region are inhabited. The natives of thefe fultry climes are unac- 
quainted with fnow and ice, nor ever dream of the poflibility of fluids being; confolidated by the cold. The foil, 
through extreme heat, as well as drought, from want of rain, is, in general, fterile i but the coafts and banks of 
rivers, particularly thofe of the Nile, are fertilized by inyndations. 

ft 

The principal rivers of Africa are the Nile and the Niger. The Niger falls into the Atlantic, or Weftern Ocean, 
atJknegal, . aftejLa. winding courfe of 2800 miles: but the Nile has, from time immemorial, obtained the firft: 
rank, upon many valuable accounts. This celebrated river divides Egypt into two parts, and, after a vaft courfe, 
from its fource in Abyflinia, difcharges itfelfinto the Mediterranean. There are alfo tne rivers Gambia and Senegal, 
which are branches of the Nile, and feverai others of lefs note. 

The moft confiderable mountains in Africa arc the following. The Greater and LeflTer Atlas. The former 
wretches to the Atlantic Ocean weftward, to which it gives its name. The latter, called alfo Lant, and by the in- 



a on 



lUDitants fcrrif, is a ridge extending along the Mediterranean, from the Straits of Gibraltar to the city of Bon 

the fame coaft. The mountains of the Sun and Moon, called by the Spaniards Montes Claros, are famous for their 

prodigious height. The Sierra Leona, or Mountains of Lions, fo called from the numbers of thofe fierce creatures 
which 



wmch range at large on them, divide Nigritia from Guinea, and extend as far as Ethiopia. T he Peak or Pike of 
i enenffe, which is faid to be ftill higher than any of the reft, in the form of a fugar-loaf, is fituated on an ifland 
01 the fame name near die coaft. 



Though the fituation of Africa, as a peninfula, as it were, in the center of the globe, is extremely favourable 
Dut° h mn C ^ C r' * t ' l0u 8 ri tne country abounds with gold, as appears from the concurrent teftimoniesof the Englifli, 
Afri ft , ? cn » wll °bave fcttlements on the coafts, the natives derive little benefit from navigation. In fhort, 
conv? v torctl . w L 1 ! :a treafure, and capable, under improvement, of producing fo many things, delightful as well as 

Fui,™™' y uhm ,tfclf » fccma to be too much neglected, not only by the natives, but alfo by the more civilized 
Europeans who are fettled in it. 

divincs C \ WaS ° nCC ' ? nc ^ ect ^ & m ousforthe liberal arts, for opulence and commerced It has given birth to eminent 
verb Ntk* 8 / nn( ^ P octs : but tne natives are now degenerated to fiich a degree, as to become odious to a uro- 
CTcaturrft chlcf 5? mnicr <* i* that of all others the moft difgraccful to human nature, namely, the fade of our fellow 



but thrill the bread thai 



U notX 1 a ,P • ^ attcndcd with toch circumftanccs of horror and barbarity, as cannot bu 

the ferockv ffiu nic ? r feelings. Upon the whole, the nature of the clime, the brutality of the natives, and 
*hUe the T. ° A? bc i l " 8 » difplay the powerful effects of cxcefllve heat both on the vegetable and animal c reation t 
n luccrflive depredations of different nations have reduced it to the lowcft ebb of ignorance ami barbarity 
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GENERAL TABLE of the CONTINENT of AFRICA, 



Nations. 



length. Breadth. 



Principal Cities 



r 



pa 



rMorocco 

£• I Algiers 
■< I unis 

i Tripoli 
(_Barca 
Biledulgcrid 

f Zaara 

£ i Tombut 

rSierra Lcona 
g I Mundingo 
*o <! Pholey ") ' 

fcb 



500 
48O 

700 
40O 
25OO 
24OO 

Limits 

uncertain 



-1 



S5 

1 
c 

bo 



5 > 



c 

9 

-3 

o 
C 



and > Countries 

(JalofFs j 
f Slave Coaft 
Gold Coaft 
Tooth Coaft 
Grain Coaft 
Whidah 
Ardrah 
Fetu 

Commendo 
Jaby 
Anta 
^Axim 

Benin 



2 200 



- I 

J 
-1 



480 
100 
170 
240 
300 

35° 
660 



Morocco 

Algiers 

Tunis 

Tripoli 

Tolcmata 

Dara 

Tigefia 

iTombuto 



840 Mundingo 



DH'. &c B ear, from U ^ 
1080 



920 

990 

I 260 

I400 
I565 

I84O 



1 



s. 



s. 

s. 

E. 
E. 
E. 



J 



2500 



S. 



I 



J 



{Benguela 
Angola 
Congo Proper 
Loango 

1 d r 

g g-\ Monomotapa 

2 i (_^ onomu s* 

CafFraria 
, & rMelinda 
% "S f Mofambirue 
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C A F F R E R I A, or the Country of the Hottentots 



SECTION I. 

Name, Boundaries, Extent, Divifion. 

THERE are many places in the rude and uncivi- 
lized parts of the world, which feem, from the 
n.mreof their fituation, admirably adapted for the 
ourpofcs both of navigation and commerce , but which 
hZt been neglected through the infuperable indolence 
of the natives. No inftance affords a greater proof of 
the truth of this remark than the country now under 
confideration, which, (according to the accounts of Capt. 
Cook and other late navigators) from its contiguity to 
the lea, and that profufion of fpontaneous productions 
of nature in the vegetable fyftem, apparent both on 
its plains and vallies, evidently wants nothing but the 
exertion of human induftry in the grand points of na- 
vigation and cultivation to render it both advantageous 
and comfortable :o its inhabitants. 

Authors are divided with refpect to the origin of the 
name of this country : fome fuppofe it to be derived 
from Caftres, the appellation given to fome of its in- 
habitants, while others maintain that it is a ftigma af- 
fixed on them by the Arabs in common with ail who 
do not profefs the Mahometan religion, afligning as a 
reafon, that CafTreria is derived from Cafir, an Arabic 
word, fignifying an Infidel. 

CafTreria is bounded on the north by Negroland and 
Abyftinia, on the eaft by the Ocean, on the fouth by 
the Cape of Good Hope, and on the weft by a part of 
Guinea. It is computed at about 708 miles in length 
and 660 in breadth. 

This region may be divided into two parts ; the nor- 
thern including CafTreria Proper, and the fouthern, 
comprehending the Couatry of the Hottentots. Caf- 
freria Proper being little known by Europeans, we fliall 
begin wirh the Country of the Hottentots, after having 
premifed fome particulars relative to the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

SECTION II. 

Dcfcription bf the Cape of Good Hope. Situation. Dif- 
t'overy, Foundation of the Dutch Settlement. Cli- 
mate. Soil. Productions. Mountains. Curiofities 
defcribed by our countryman Captain Cook. Account 
of Cape Town, 

THE Cape of Good Hope, which is the fouthern 
extremity of Africa, lies in 34 deg. 29 min. fouth 
Lit", and 81 deg. 23 min. e;ift long. It was dilcovered 
by the Portugucfe in 149J, but they never made any 
lettlcnuut. The Dutch firll vifited it in 1600, and 
for many years afterwards touched at it in their voyages 
to and from the Eaft Indies for refrefhments. The 
idea of forming a fertlcment there was firfl fuggeftcd 
jn 1650 to the Dutch Eaft India Company by M. Van 
KK-beck, afurgeonof one of their (hips, who pointed 
out the advantages that might accrue from fuch an tin- 
1| ?. 'IP' Tbe fcheme meeting the approbation of 
tnedueclors, the propofer was pitched upon as the pro- 
'^'11 perlun to carry it into execution. Eour mips 



wne luted out for the Cape, having on board artificers, 
natrnais .implements and (lores necefTary for the oc- 
<a»'»n. M. Van Riebec, vefted with his credentials, 
: " ;l « Singly, ant i on his arriva , at thc Ca| 

, h,a,lv ^ciliated the natives by the diftributi 



pe fo 
ion of 



J;;* ' ''Hnm dries betook, fuch as brafs, toys, beads, 
l ' °' |, ™ l, «y. &c that a treaty was concluded, by 



No, 2<j % 



which it was ftipulated, that in confideration of certain 
articles to the amount of 50,000 gilders, being deli- 
vered up to the natives, the Dutch fhould have full li- 
berty to fettle there. 

A fort was then built, together with dwelling- 
houfes, warehoufes, an hofpital for the reception of 
the fick, and proper fortifications, and the Dutch 
trade eflablifhed on a good and folid foundation, with 
many confiderable privileges of great advantage to 
their commerce in the Indies. In procefs of time the 
trade as well as number of fettlers was fo greatly in- 
creafed, that it was judged expedient to augment the 
garrifon and enlarge the ftore-houfes ; and in order to 
be provided againft attempts from any of the European 
powers who began to envy the advantage the Dutch 
received from their fettlemcnt, a fort was built in a 
better fituation than the firfl, which at different times 
was fo confiderably augmented, that at length it be- 
came a ftrong and elegant building, provided with 
every kind of accommodation. The number of fet- 
tlers afterwards increafing to a confiderable degree, 
they were obliged to extend themfelves in colonies 
along the coaft, and were divided into four principal 
ones, viz. Cape, Hellenbogefti, Drakenftcin and Wa- 
veren. So that the province is of great extent, and 
the government of it a very confiderable pod. 

The climate would be intolerable, if the heat was 
not mitigated by the winds, which blow from the fou- 
thern ocean. Violent florms frequently arife, which, 
though they render the coaft very dangerous, are ab- 
folutely necefTary to the health of the inhabitants. • 

Captain Cook fays, the land over the Cape of Good 
Hope is mountainous and barren : beyond thefe moun- 
tains the country is covered with a light fand, "which 
will not admit of cultivation. There are, indeed, a 
few cultivated fpots, but they bear no proportion to 
the others. Provifions are brought to the Cape from 
a diftance fome hundred miles up the country. 

The fame celebrated navigator likewife affirms, that 
notwithftanding the natural fterility of the climate, the 
induftry of Europeans produces all the necelTaries and 
moil of the luxuries of life. The beef and mutton are 
excellent, though thc oxen and^flieep are natives of thc 
country. The cattle are lighter than ours, moll neatly 
made, and have much wider horns. The fheep are 
clothed with a fubftance between wool and hair, and 
have tails of an enormous fize, fome weighing upwards 
of twelve pounds. Good butter is made from the milk 
of cows, but the cheefe is very inferior to ours. 1 lere 
are hogs and a variety of poultry; alio goats, but thefe 
are never eaten. The hares are exactly like thole in 
Europe. There are quails of two forts and buftards, 
all well flavoured but not juicy. Thc fields produce 
European wheat and barley; the gardens European ve- 
getables and fruits of all kinds ; befides plantains, 
guavas, jamba and other Indian fruits, but thefe are 
not in perfection. The vineyards alfo produce wines 
of various forts, but not equal to thole of Europe, ex- 
cept the conftantia, which is made genuine only at one 
vineyard, about ten miles dillant from Cape Town. 
There is another vineyard near it, where wine is made 
and called by the fame name, but it is greatly inferior. 
Provifions in general are fold very cheap to the Dutch, 
who make all other Europeans that touch there pay 
dear for them. 

When we fpeak of agriculture, it is to be confined 
to Europeans, for fuch is the indolence of the Hotten- 
tots, that they deleft cultivation and every kjnd of 
labour. 

While Coptain Cook lay here, a firmer came to thc 
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Cape, bringing his young children with him from a 
diftanc- iomc hundred miles up the country, and winch 
took him fifteen days journey. On being alke*. why 
he had not left his children v.ith fome neighbour, he 
faid there was no inhabitant within five days journey 
of his farm. There are no trees that are even two 
yards in he^ht, except in fome plantations in the vi- 
cinity of Cape 'J own. 

The animal , r". und at the Cape are very numerous, 
as the elephant, ihinoceros, lion, tygcr, leopard, buf- 
falo, elk, harr, Cape {beep, wild afs, zebra, wild 
goat, wolf tyger, civil cat, ike. 

'I here is great variety of birds and fowls, as wild 
gecfe, gulls, penguins, oflrichcs, peacocks, pheafants, 
fnipes ravens, owls, &c. But the mod (insular is a 
pan.cular kind of eagle called dung-birds. They will 
attack an horfe or Cow in great flights, and making a 
hole in the belly of the bcaft with their beaks and ta- 
lons, fcoop out the infide, leaving only the bones and 
hide. The feas adjoining to the Cape abound with va- 
rious kinds of fifh. 

As a very fingular curiofiry we cannot omit to infert 
the cWfci iption of an extraordinary fpecies of cuckow, 
communicated in a letter from a member of the Royal 
Academy in Stockholm, to a fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety in London. " The Dutch fcttlers (lays he) at 
the place where thefe bilds are found have given them 
the name of Konig-wizer, or Honey-guide, from its 
difcovering wild honey to travellers. It ha-, nothing 
remarkable either in colour or fize, but the inllinct 
which prompts it to feek its food is truly admirable. 
Not only the Dutch and Hottentots, but like wife a 
fpecies of quadruped, which the Dutch name a Ratel, 
(probably a new fpecies of badger) are frequently con- 
dueled to wild bee hives by this bird, which, as it were, 
pilots them to the very fpot. The honey being its fa- 
vourite food, its own interefl prompts it to be infini- 
tum tai in robbing the hive, as fome fcraps are com- 
monly left for its funport. The morning and evening 
are its times of feeding, when it is heard calling, in a 
fhrill tone Cherr Cherr, to which the honey-hunters 
carefully attend as the fummons to the chafe. From 
lime to time they anfwer with a foft whittle, which the 
bird hearing always continues its note. As loon as 
they are in fight of each other, the bird gradually 
flutters towards the [dace where the hive is fituated, 
continually repeating its former call of Cherr Cherr. 
At laft, the bird is obferved to hover for a fhort time 
over a certain fpot, and then filently retiring to an ad- 
joining bum, or other retting place, the hunters are 
jure of finding the bees neft in that very fpot. While 
the hunters are bufy ir. taking the honey the bird is feen 
looking on attentively v> what is going forward, and 
waiting for its ttiare of the fpoil. The bee-hunters 
never fail to leave a fmall portion for their conductor, 
but commonly take care not to leave as much as would 
fatisfy its hunger. The bird's appetite being only 
whetted by this parfimony, it is obliged to make an- 
other difcovery in hopes of a better reward. It is fur- 
ther to be obferved, that the nearer the bird approaches 
the hidden hive, the more frequently it repeats its call, 
and feems more impatient." 

The reptiles of this country are various, and among 
them they have the fix following of the ferpent kind, 
viz. the tree fer pent, the afli-coloured afp, the ihoot 
ferpent, the blind flow worm, the thirtt terpen t v and 
the hair ferpent. There are alfo many infects of divers 
kinds. 

In the neighbourhood of the Cape are three principal 
eminences, called the Table- hill, Lion -hill and Wind- 
hill. There are no navigable rivers in this country, 
but the bjooks and rivulets which defcend from the 
mountains und gi early to the fertilization of the land. 

Captain Cook % when he touched at the Cape in his 
last voyage, went, accompanied by a party, to fee a 
remarkable large ttone in the colony of Drakenttein, 
called by the inhabitants The Tower of Babylon, or 
the Pearl Diamond. It Hand* on the top of fume low 



on the f •> 



hills, i of an oLlcr.g fhapc, rounded 
ly ; njr ncaiSy foutli and north. The circumk-tn • c 
thib none is . bout half a mile, us the party v'ere" I • 
an hour waling round it, including allowance* < 
popping and a bad road. Its heighr^rned to 
the dome of St. Paul s cathedral in London h • I - 
fome few ftfiures, it is one uninterrupted maf o' 

Cape Town, die principal European fcrtlcintrn: here' 
fituated in Cape-Colony, in 34 d. g. , 5 m i n . ,; (Mrh , 1 
and 1 6 deg. 5 mm. call long, is large, commr/ 0 iV 
pleafant and populous j the ttiects are fpaci* u ?n <! 
regulaily laid out i the houfes are tolen.blv ha.v'o," - 
but very low, and only thatched i in general' thev have 
pleafant gardens behind, and neat court- vards before 
them. Building, as well as tillage, i> greatly enco», 
raged at the Cape, and hind given for either pur r Jt ,r. 
to thofe who chufe to accept of it; but then the V„I 
vernment claims an annual tenth of the value of The 
foimer and produce of the latter, and a tithe of all 
pur chufe money when ettates are fold. The row,) (-■!■. 
tends from the lea fhore to the company's garden 
fprcading along the Table Bay. The fort il in a valW 
at a fmall dillance, and its form is pentagonal : it com- 
mands the landing-place, and is garrifoncd by 100 fol- 
diers : the government ftore-houfes are widii'n it : the 
governor and other officers have apartments here, ^ 
well as 600 fervants : the fame number of (laves are 
lodged in a commodious building in the town, which 
is divided into two wards, the one for the men, and 
the other for the women - t and the difiblute of cither 
lex are fent to a houfe of correction. 

The Dutch fhips derive great benefit on their out- 
ward and homeward bound palfagcs to and from India 
from the hofpiral founded here for difeafed mariners. 

The church is a large commodious edifice, elegantly 
plain, but the roof and fteeple are thatched. Thatch- 
ing, indeed, from the nature of the hurricanes, kerns 
abfolutely necefTary, but from the method in which ic 
was formerly done, it appears that it was frequently 
attended with danger, as we are informed that there 
were formerly fhelving pent- houfes erected on both 
fides the ftreets, to Inciter pafiengers in rainy weather; 
but thefe brought the inhabitants under fuch dangeis 
and inconveniences, that they were quickly all pul ed 
down by order of the government. Sailors and 1 Iot- 
tentots were continually crowding and linoaking the r 
pipes under them, and fometimes through carekflnels 
let them on fire. The government very dextroully 
laid hold of that occafion to rid the ftreets of rhofe 
fellows that were continually peftering them, by J u' - 
liming an order, which is ftill kept up, and fiom una- 
to time rcpublimed, that no Hottentot or common tai- 
lor fhall fmoak in the ftreets ; with a declaration, tlu; 
the failor or Hottentot who mould prefume to do I.j 
Hiall be tied to the whipping- poll, and fcvcrely lalhtd. 
This cleared the llrceos at once, and keeps them ck.tr 
to this day, of all tailors and Hottentots who have nn 
bufmefs there: for it is with great difficulty that r.i.it'f 
an Hottentot or a Dutch failor, if they have tob.'C 'u, 
and they aie feldom without it, can forbeai lmoaknr-j 
while they are awake. 

S E C T I O N III. 



Country of the Hottentots. 



all 
It is 



er parts is bounded by the Southern Ocean, n n 
ided into twenty parts or provinces, which bcinij » • 



THE country of the Hottentots extends towards 
the notch to the tropic of Capricorii, and on 1 

other 
div 

dependent of each other, are termed nations 

Hottentot States are as follow: . . 

I. The country ofHeykams. This country abouncs 

in cattle, though there is no fodder but flags and rcuis, 
nor any water but what is brackiflv. , a 

a. The Camtours diftrict contains the fineft 
lofty trees of any in the country of the Hot ant - 
The land in general is flue, th*ibil rich, and the wa J 
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ceJJent. Here is plenty of Tea and river ft lb, abun- 
dance of cat tie, great quantities of gamo, and a variety 

of wild beafts. _ . ' . 

The Houteniquas land contains many fipe Ihady 

wood-s, and fair ferule meadows : the firft are luxu."- «* 
jn abundance of medicinal herbs ; and the latter 
beautifully enamelled with a great variety of fragrant 

^A^The country of the Gauriques, or Gauros, is a 
fmailj but plentiful territory. Wild beafts abound more 
here than in anyochcr place within the vicinity of the 

Xhe people called Damaquas inhabit a diftrict 
which abounds in cattle, game, hemp, and water me- 
lons. Wood is very fcarce, and fait- pits are at once 
numerous and ufelcfsj for the Hottentots never eat 
any fait \ and the pits are too far from the ccafl: to be 
of any fervice to the Europeans. Thofe who travel 
through this territory are much obftructed by the fer- 
pentine river Palamites, which meande rs through the 
whole country, and is pafTcd upon floats, or in canoes, 
as the people have not the fmalleft idea of building a 
bridge. 

6. Duncjuas land is the leaft uneven, and mod ft rtile 
place in this part of Africa. It is watered by fevcral 
fine ftreams, which difembogue themielves into the river 
Palamites. Here is a profufion of cattle, game, fiih, 
herbs, and flowers. 

7. Thf Sonquas are but few in number, and inha- 
bit a very barren, rocky country; from 1 he nature of 
which, and the manner in which they pick up a fubfif- 
tence, they may be termed the Swifs of the Cape. Cat- 
tle is fo fcarce among them, that they never kill any but 
upon certain folemn occafions ; their food being either 
the game they provide themfelves with in hunting, or 
fuch roots, plants, and herbs, as their poor country 
furni/hes. 

8. The Heflequas, or Gafiequas, one of the richefl 
and moft polifhed of all the Hottentot nations ; that 
is, they have the greateft quantity of cattle, the only 
criterion of riches, and are the moft luxurious in their 
living, the fole mark of refinement which can be addu- 
ced in this country. Their kraals, or villages, are larger 
and better built* their bakkeleys, or oxen tor carriage 
Itrongerand more handfomej and their country is bet- 
ter inhabited than any other about the Cape. They 
have abundance pf game, and, indeed, every thine 
that m nccdOrp to convenience and pleafure in that tro- 
pica] fixation. Some of thefe people article themfelves 
as fervants to the Dutch for a certain term of years, 

* C ft, ^ ulatcd K "ft with the urmoft 

whL^«^° 0pmaAS rP 0frcrs a ,ar ? e fcrtilc territory, 

£?W^5k* m T ^ ur °I 3Can fcitTemcnta, and is well 
luppiicd with wood and water. 

The a J£5 Chgto r < 2' < l ua » territories are fmall and fertile. 

are ^ ° f about *>° ™*Y 

KmgZ ' Very flCh 10 Cattle ' a " cl ^crous » 

V u ®> or men-catcrs. 

tott^?^;? * e "^iiniqtia., which adjoins 

^itude?Tl iicwfft Z, v ? b T\ thC a6r!l dc « rcc ° f fouth 
forr, iSt ISSSa X '-'"^ k,40w » s wefliall, there- 
^Cfi^ a * wc mean 

1 1 The m!J r wh $J? 7*" authenticated. 

iJma tfe& S d|fcfr ™t»« oth,r Hottentots 

dakha. tl° ;f& f * ^ cultivate a Angular root called 



reported to be anthiopo- 




arTiflrance of thefe tremendous light troops, the Henfa- 
quas are exceeding formidable to their neighbours. 

14. The Attaquas are poor, having but few cattle, 
which is owing to the barrenne£of the country, and the 
want of water. This poverty of foil is, however, their 
grand fecurity againft invafion, as none care to fteal 
that which is not worth having, or to run the hazard of 
their lives with a certain profpeel of being lofers, 

15. The Chirigriquas inhabit a country bordering on 
the Bay of St. Helen's, and are a ftrong, active, bold 
people. The territory is watered by an excellent ftream 
called the Elephant's River, on account of the great 
number of elephants which frequent its banks. This 
diftrict abounds in mountains which are flat on the top, 
and the fumrnits of fome of them have all the verdure 
of the fineft meadows. The vallies are admirably ena- 
melled with the moft beautiful flowers ; but it is dange- 
rous to enjoy their fragrancy, on account of the prodi- 
gious number of fnakes with which they abound i that 
called Ceraftus being particubrly venomous. 

The Chirigriquas are very numerous, an A are cele- 
brated for being the moft dexterous of any of the Hot- 
tentots in throwing the aflagaye or half pike, which 
they do with a moft critical exa&ncfs. This weapon is 
made of a taper ftick about four feet long, armed at one 
end with an iron plate, fharp at the edge, and tapering 
to a point : the blade is always kept bright and clean, 
and when ufed in war is dipt in poifon. 

x6. The people called Namaquas are divided into 
two nations j the Greater Namaquas inhabit the coaft, 
and the Leffer Namaquas extend more to the eaftward. 
Though the government of thefe two nation? differ, the 
characters of the people are much the farne : they are 
more polifhed, and poHefsa. greater, degree, of reputa- 
tion than any of the other Hottentots. Their, ftrength, 
valour, fidelity, and difcretion, are much admired even 
by Europeans, 

17. The Odiquas inhabit a diftri<5t to the north of 
Saldano Bay. 1 hey are in perpetual alliance with the 
Safllquas, in order to defend each other mutually from 
the Chirigriquas, with whom they are continually at war, 

18. The Safliquas inhabit a country which is moun* 
tainous, but at the fame time covered with verdure, and 
the vallies are finely enamelled with flowers. The na r 
tives were numerous, till driven away by the Dutch 
freebooters, fo that it is now but thinly inhabited. 

19. The territory of the Cochaquas is a fine country, 
particularly in pafturage, on which account a great ex- 
tent of it is occupied by the Dutch farmers, who have, 
the care of furnifbing the Dutch Eaft India (hips with 
provifions. 

10. The Gorenghaiconas, or Ghunjemans, dwell 
promifcuoufly with the Dutch, as. they fold their coun- 
try to thofe people, only referving to each family a 
fmall portion of land. 

The above names of the fevcral Hottentot nations 
were not given to them by the Europeans, but arc ren- 
dered agreeable to the found of thofe appellations by 
which they diftinguifh each other. Nor is die word' 
Hottentot a word of dcriflon, as fome fuppufe, but the 
name by which thefe people have called themfelves time, 
immemorial. 

The Hottentots and the CaflVces have been often 
confounded together by writers, but they arc a different 
people, having a confiderable ditfimilarity even in pcr- 
fon and features, as the Caffrces arc totally black, and, 
the Hottentots of a dark olive colour. 

SECTION IV, 



Per/bns, Drtjs, Dtfpofttions, Habitations, Fnrniture, 
Viet, Diversions, Mufic, Dancing, Hunting Swim 
wing, Marriages, Di/eafes, Phyjhal and Cbirurghal 
Operations, Funeral Ceremonies, 



THE Hottentots are as tall, and in general more 
(lender than moft Europeans. A Ute intelligent 

voyager ailirms, that he wat> the firft who remarked, 
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that they have finall hands and feet compared with 
other parts of their bodies, and mentions it as a charac- 
tcriftic marl, of the nation. A flat noic being cftwm- 
cd beautiful, as foon as a child is born they break the 

Kiiftle of its noie. . . 

Their complexion is of a dark olive, their hps are 
not lb thick as thole of feveral of their neighbours ; 
their teeth are remarkably white, their eyes black and 
their hair fliort, black and c urled. Upon the whole, 
their pcrfons may be laid to be agreeable. 

It has been an opinion generally received, that the 
Hottentot women have an exuberance, or rather ex- 
crefccnce of flelh, which veils Rich parts as decency 
teaches others to conceal. A notion has likewife pre- 
vailed that the males, at the age of ten years, by a kind 
of callration, are deprived of one of thole organs nccei- 
fhi v for the propagation of the fpecies. But a phy fician 
of eminence, who travelled throughout this country, 
avers, that the Hottentots, in both thefe inftances, have 
been mifreprefented ; as the former have no parts un- 
common to the reft of their fex j and the men, at pre- 
ient, are by no means monorc hides. 

The Hottentots paint, or rather befmear, their bo- 
dies all over with greafe and foot, which they deem or- 
namental. They likewife perfume themfelves with a 
powder compofed of herbs, by them called biuku, and 
confidcrcd as pofleffing great virtues in curing diforders. 

The garments ufually worn by thefe people is a (heep- 
flcin, with the woolly fide inwards. When the weather 
is not cold, it hangs loofely over their (boulders, reach- 
ing down to the calves of their legs, leaving the lower 
part of the breatt, ftomach, and fore part of the legs and 
thighs bare : but in rainy and cold weather they wrap it 
round them, fo that the fore part of the body likewife 
is in fome meafure covered with it as far as below the 
knees. 

As one (beep (kin alone is not fufficient for this pur- 
pofe, there is a piece fewed on at the. top on each fide, 
or lather fattened on with a thong, finew, or cat-gut. 
In warmer weather they wear this cloak fometimes with 
the hairy fide outwards, but frequently take it off, and 
carry it on their arms. The cloak, or karofs,- (as they 
call it in broken Dutch,) ferves them at the fame time 
for cloathing and bedding, and in this they lie on the 
bare ground, drawing themfelves up in a heap fo dole, 
Specially when the weather is cold, that their karofs is 
fufricient to cover them. The women have a long 
peak on their karofies, which they turn up, forming 
with it a hood or little pouch, with the hairy fide in- 
wards. In this they carry their little children, to which 
their mothers breads are now and then thrown over 
their (boulders. The men in general wear no peculiar 
covering on their heads. Thofe who live nearclt to the 
colonifts, indeed, fancy the European hats. The wo- 
men go frequently bare-headed : fometimes they wear 
a cap, in the form of a fliort truncated cone. 

Both fexes often wear beads and other ornaments in 
their ears, and round their necks and wrifls. Impend- 
ing from a collar round the neck of the men is a pouch, 
which contains their pipe, tobacco, knife, dakha, &c. 
On their backs are flung a bow and quiver. They alfo 
carry a lance or javelin affixed to along (lick, by way 
of defence againit the wild beads. 

Indolence and intoxication are the predominant vices 
of the Hottentots, and thefe will cafily account for any 
enormities into which their votaries may be hurried, 
though they have the general character of being very 
hone (1 . 

Their habitations arc as homely as their drefs, fcarce- 
ly meriting any other name than that of huts. The 
(great fimpiirity of thefe huts is, perhaps, the reafon 
for which in an Hottentot kraal, or village, the huts 
are all built exactly alike. Molt of them are of a femi- 
ciitular, and fome of an oblong fliapc, refembling a 
bee hive or a vault. The highett of them are fo low, 
that even in the center of the arch it is fcarcely poflible 
n even a middle-fixed man to ftand upright. The 
m e flace is in the middle of each hut. The door, low 
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as it is, is the only place that lets in the day-light, and 
at the fame time, the only out-let that is left for the 
fmoke. The materials for thefe huts are by no means 
difficult to be procured ; and the manner of putting 
them together being inartificial, is very fuitable to the 
character of the Hottentot. When an Hottentot has a 1 
mind to take his houfe down, and remove his dwelling 
he lays all the materials on the backs of his cattle, and 
by that , means conveys them to the fpot he has fixed 
upon for removal. Their furniture con fids of two or 
three earthen pots for drefling their victuals, which is 
generally herbs, fle(h, v or (bell-fifli. As they are the 
mod indolent, fo they are the mod nafty people in the 
univerfe ; yet fuch as confine themfelves to the natural 
diet of the country live to a great age i but though 
their common drink is milk or water, many of them 
drink brandy and other ftrong liquors to fuch excefs, 
as to (liorten their lives. Both fexes are veiy fond of 
tobacco. 

The Hottentots ufe a variety of divcrfion*. Thcv 
have frequent feftive meetings, which ufually conclude 
with mufic, finging, and dancing. Their mufival in 
flmments are the greater and lelfer gongom and th : 
drum. The gonerom is a bow of iron or olive -wood, 
ftringed with (beeps finews. At one end of the bow .1 
t quill is placed upon the ftring, and a cocoa (hell fattened 
to it by two holes. The mouth is applied to the quill, 
and the player blows and modulates his breath as i.' 
playing on a Jew's harp. The drum is nude otfeait 1 ,.- "i 
ware, and covered with (beep (kin braced on with fi- 
news. The vocal mufic is confined to a few fon^s, and 
a frequent repetition of the monofyllable " ho," by u • 
of chorus. When they are to have a dance, the men 
fquat down in a circle ; then feveral couple prefer.!: 
themfelves j but only two couple enter the ring at the 
fame t-ne, performing face to face. Sometimes they 
dance back to back, but never take hands. 

The Hottentots are excellent huntfmen, and difpLiy 
great dexterity in difcharging and throwing their wea- 
pons. In hunting the lion, or any other wild bead, they 
attack him with their affagayes, and goad him till he 
drops down with lofs of blood. Elephants are ioirc- 
times taken by digging a hole in the paths through whic.i 
they go to their watering places, and covering it over 
with boughs. When the animal falls into one of their 
holes, the (take runs into him, and entangles him, till 
the natives furround the place and deftroy him. i 
The -Hottentots are very fkilful in fifhmg, either v/a.i 
net or hook, and are deemed fome of the molt expert 

fwimmers in the world. 

Hottentot marriages are made by the parents or nc.n 
eft relations. If the female does not appiove of ine 
match, ibe is obliged to remain with the bridegroom 
all night: if he forces her to conlummation, Ihe is 
compelled to be his wife, but, on the contraiy, it > 
prefcrves herfelf uncontaminated, flic is ever aHe k 
from him. The day after the nuptials an ox is k nu 
to feaft the company, who tear the fiefii from the b 
and fmear themfelves with the fat, powder each citlm 
with bukhu, and paint themfelves with red rlialk. 
The marriage ceremony itfelfis thus ^perfonntd 



men fquat in a circle, as they do indeed pon n 
other occafions, and the bridegroom is platu ; » ; 
center : the women fquat, and form another t . i u 
fu. roi.nd the bride : the prieft then goes ' " ^ 

to the other, and alternately urines on both hiuit 
bridegroom, who make furrows with then na I ' 
greafe with which they are plaiftercd, in oulir to 
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the precious libation. The prieft then p ro no un 
bencdiftion in thefe words, « May you 1 v 'I I 
together! may you have a ion before : the >ca> 
may he be a good huntfman and a great wan ioi. 

Thofe 
manner 

who refide among the Euroi 



be a good huntfman and a gr eat wa .. 
fe of Ihe Hottentots who T.ve .n tlu . 

arc rarely affliftcd with d.fcales, to '"'.j.,,,,, 
\,\,. nmnnir the Europeans arc very "•" ,| , t ;. , v 



! rhey perform aSonilning cures oy u: » ■ » ~ 
knowledge. In bleeding they arc only 1**^ 
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common clafp knife and a ftrap. When they have taken 
away as much blood as is thought neccflary, the orifice 
is clofed, and rubbed with mutton fat, and then the leaf 
of fome herb is bound over it. 

With all this (kill they are very fuperftitious!, and 
fond of divination. In order to know the fate of a fick 
pcrfon, they flea a flieep alive: if the poor animal, in 
this plight, is able to get up and run away, the omen 
js cftcemed favourable ; but, on the contrary, if it dies 
with die excruciating pain, it is deemed fatal to the pa- 
tient, who is therefore totally neglected. 

Savage as thefe people are, their phyficians are much 
more liberal than thofe of civilized countries, as they 
prefcribe gratis, and think the honour of having done 
good a fufEcient recompence for their pains. Each vil- 
lage hath ufually two, who are chofen from the wifeft 
and moft: experienced of the people, to be the guardians 
of the public health. The Europeans who refide at the 
Cape arc, in general, healthy. The fmall-pox and 
mcafles are not fo malignant as in moft: other coun- 
tries. The bloody flux ufually attacks new comers; 
and the principal diforders among the Cape Europeans 
are fore eyes and fore throats in both fexes, and fore 
breads in the women : but the country produces many 
efficacious remedies, which are ufually applied with 
fuccefs when wanted. 

When a H3ttentot falls fick, his friends make a dole- 
ful noife around him; but when he expires, their howl- 
ingb become truly hideous. A corpfe is always bent 
double, and being tied neck and heels, it is wrapped 
up in the karos or mantle of the defuncl:. They ufually 
bury the body in the cleft of a rock, or the den of fome 
wildbealt, as they are too lazy to dig a grave, if they 
can find one ready made. They inter their dead fix 
hours after they expire, or at lead fix hours after they 
fancy they expire; for it is imagined that many 
are buried alive by this precipitation. Previous 
to the funeral, the men and women fquat down in fepa- 
rate circles before the hut of the deccafed. The body 
is then brought out, not through the door, but through 
the fide of the hut, the mats being loofened for that 
purpofe. During the whole ceremony the company 
clap their hands, and cry bo, bo, bo. The corpfe is 
then followed without order, only each fex keeps fepa- 
rate from the other, when the howlings and grimaces 
are truly ridiculous. The grave is filled up with the 
mould of ant-hills, and well fe cured from the depreda- 
tions of wild- beafis, by being heavily covered, and de- 
fended with wood and ftones. The company then re- 
turn to the hut, fquat down as before, each fex in a 
circle, and renew their yelhngs. A fignal is then given 
for them to ceafe the hideous noife, when the two oldeft 
men in the village ftep into each circle, and urine upon 
the company, who rub in the precious liquor with An- 
gular fatisfadtion. Afterwards entering the hut of the 
deccafed, thefe elders take up a handful of ames each, 
with which they powder the mourners. This ceremony, 
at thedeceafe of rich perfons, is repeated feveral times, 
nut the poor have it only once performed. The latter 
Hkewife only mourn by (having their heads, hut the for- 
rner give an anderimaken, or fcaft, when the lamenta- 
tions are concluded, at which time a flieep is killed, 
*nd thc cawl well powdered with bakhu, is put about 
t ir^m who isoCliged to 

rtc dcLi. r ' a mcmorial of hia for 

whT,^ 1IO i tCCm ° tS f ometIm « expofe their old men, 
t^ul ^^ecrriiid, in the forefh, to be de- 

ESlS S? C f*; ™* >wcvcr, is done without 
we advice of the chief mm of the kraal. 

JriS n 1 • Thcy J c,ebr ««. indeed, mrtui-nal 

thefe t'rr r ,1 "^IT* * C thc ncW Bml fM '™>o,i ; but 

^Zm^t^t^ tG t] u mannc,s arul cufton » <> f 
I wcr or the n l|t ch to bung them over to thole of liu- 

JO. 
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ropeans. There is an inftance of an Hottentot who had 
been taken from C afire ri a while an infant, and iriftruc- 
ted in the learning, cuftoms, and religion of the Euro, 
peans; but, on returning to his native country, he 
abandoned all the advantages of education, returned his 
European drefs to his mafter, put on the fheep-flcin 
mantle^ and never more appeared among the Dutch. 



SECTION V. 

Civil, Military, and Commercial State of tbe Hot 

ten tots. 



AMONGST the Hottentots every nation or tribe is 
governed by a national chiefi called Konquer, 
whofe office is to command the army, conduct negocia- 
tions of peace, and prefide in the councils. Without 
him they can make neither peace or war. His inftalla- 
tion is attended with great pomp and folemnitv. Next 
to the Konquer is the Kraal Captain. Every village has 
one of thefe, who looks to the preservation of peace, 
the administration of juftice, and in war holds command 
under the national chief. He is bound by folemn en- 
gagement to the people, not to alter or deviate from the 
ancient laws or cuftoms of his kraal. He hears and de- 
cides all difputes of right and property, and tries and 
punifhes for crimes within his jurifdidtion. 

Juftice is difpenfed among the Hottentots with a moft 
laudable impartiality. If the criminality of the very 
captain of thc kraal is proved, he is feized as rudely, 
prefecuted as feverely, and punirtied as ignominioufly 
as the pooreft and meaneft. The charge againlt a cul- 
prit is pronounced by the profecutor, whofe wkneffes 
are heard by the court. The culprit makes his defence, 
and has his witnefles heard with the greateft indulgence. 
The captain, after debates on the evidence, collects 
the voices, the majority of which acquits or condemns. 
If the latter, and the crime be death, fentence is pro- 
nounced, and execution done immediately on the \pov, 
without a moment's time to confer with friends. The 
captain having pronounced the fatal word, the court 
rifes, but the criminal ftirs not a limb. Aiter a pro- 
found filence for a minute or two, the captain flies at 
him as in a rage, and, with one blow on the head with 
the kirri ftick, fells him to the ground, when the reft 
fall on and complete the execution, by beating him to a 
mummy, and breaking fcvcral of his limbs. He is then 
interred in the manner already defcribedj but his fami- 
ly and relations fuffcr nothing in name, privilege, or 
property. No mortal is reproached with the memory 
of his crime or punifhment j an example worthy the 
imitation of the moft civilized nations. 

The Hottentots have very little notion of military 
difcipline. The caufes of war arc chiefly three ; tref- 
pafling on each others diftricls, Healing the cattle, or 
running away with thc wives of their neighbours. Dif- 
putes are decided between two nations by fighting one 
battle, the fuccefs of which determines the whole affair. 
They mew great generoflty of fentimcnt, never plunder 
the dead, but fufler their friends to bury them, and 
difpofe of their arms as they think fit. 

The wealth of an Hottentot confifts in thc number of 
his flocks, and commerce is carried on here entirely by 
barter. The articles of the natives are cattle, fkins, 
elephants teeth, oftriches eggs, &c. in return for which 
they receive from Europeans, brandy, wine, tobacco, 
dak ha, coral, beads, brafs, copper, iron, oYc. But a 
Hottentot will not fell his arms, nor even a finglc wea- 
pon, upon any confideration. They are very juft and 
upright in their dealings. From proofs of their dexte- 
rity in fome handicraft profeflions, it appears they 
would be expert in moft, vcre they not prevented by 
their prevailing indolence from thc proiecution of 
them. 
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SECTION VI. 



" Ve/crsption of a Race of Hottentots, called Bofhies. 

THAT fpecies of Hottentots called Bofhies are 
fworn enemies to the paftoral life, their ma-xims 
being to live on hunting and plunder, and never to keep 
any animal alive for the fpace of one night. Their 
dwellings are as hideous as their maxims and manners. 
Like the wild beafls, bufhes and clifts in rocks by 
turns f/rve theminftead of houfes. • Many of them are 
entirely naked; but fuch as can procure the (kin of any 
animal, great or fmall, cover their bodies with it, from 
the fhoulders downwards, as far as it will reach, wear- 
ing it till it falls off their backs in rags. As ignorant 
of agriculture as apes and monkies, like them they are 
obliged to wander about over hills, after certain wild 
roots, berries, and plants, (which they eat raw,) in or- 
der to fuftain a life that this miferable food would foon 
extinguifti anddeftroy, were they ufed to better fare. 

The capture of (laves from among this race of men 
is effected in the following manner. Several farmers, 
that are in want of fervants, join together, and take a 
journey to that part of the country where the Bofhies 
live. They themfelves, with their attendants, who 
are Bofhies that have been caught before, and trained 
up to fidelity in their fervice, endeavour to fpy out 
the haunts of that wild race. This is beftdone by the 
fmoak of their fires. They are found in focicties, from 
10 to 50, and fometimes 100, reckoning great and 
fmall together. Notwithstanding this a the farmers will 
venture, on a dark night, to fet upon them with fix or 
eight people, which they contrive to do by previoufly 
Rationing themfelves at adiftance round about the (pot. 
They tken give the alarm by firing a gun or two. By 
this means there is fuch a confter nation fpread over the 
whole body of thefe favages, that it is only the mod 
bold and intelligent among them, that have courage to 
break through the circle and Ileal off. The reft allow 
themfelves to be taken, and carried into bondage. 
They are at firft treated by gentle means ; that is, the 
captors intermix the faireft piomifes with their threats, 
and endeavour, if poflible, to (hoot fo me of the larger 
kinds of game for their prifoners, fuch as buffalos, fea- 
cows, and the Hke. Such agreeable baits, together 
with a little tobacco, foon induce them, continually 
feafted as they are, to go with fome degree of chearful- 
fiefs to the place of abode of the colonifts. Then this 
luxurious living in meat is exchanged for more mode- 
rate portions, confifting moftly of butter-milk, fru- 
merty, and hafty- pudding. This diet, however, fat- 
tens the Bofhies in a few weeks. Their good living, 
indeed, is embittered by the taunts and grumblings of 
the mailer and miftrefs, to which are fometimes added 
curies and blows, for neglect, rem i fine fs, or idlenefs : 
fo that by nature and cullom detefting all manner of 



labour, and now, from greater corpulency, becoming 
flill more flothful, and having, befides, been .ufed to 
wandering life, fubjetf: to no controul, they moft f en fi* 
bly feci the want ot liberty. No wonder then rhar thev 
generally endeavour to regain it by making their efcaoc 
But what is really a fubjedl for wonder, when any one 
of them runs from his fervice, or, more properly bon 
dage, he never takes with him any thing that does not 
belong to him. This is an inftance of moderation in 
the lavages towards their tyrants which is univcrfally 
aflerted, and at the fame time praiftel and admired by 
the colonifts themfelves. It is neceflary to obferve here 
that fome of thefe Bofhies live in fmall focieties, peacea- 
bly and quietly, in defart tracks, where the colonics 
cannot eafily come at them, and are fometimes in the 
poflelTion of a few cows. 

With refpec"l to religion, thefe people, in general 
are not fenfible of the exi Hence of any being who is the 
origin and ruler of all things; for fome of them, who 
fpokc Dutch, being queftioned upon the lubjeA, by a 
learned traveller, anfwered him to this effect : " We 
are poor ftupid creatures, and have never heard, neither 
are we able to underftand, any thing of the matter." 
Many of the colonifts declared, that the Bofhies of both 
fexes ufed, in ftormy weather, to abufe the thunder 
with reproachful exprcflions ; and, at the lame time, in 
a furious manner, with their fhoes, or any tiling elfe. 
that was at hand, thi eaten and bid defiance to the fUflies 
of lightning, and peals of thunder, that flafhed and 
rolled over their heads. Nay, they moft obftinatcly 
per rifted in declaring that rain was always an evil, and 
that it would be a happy circumftance were it never to 
rain. 

They feem to have fome idea of fpirits, and of a fu- 
ture ftate, as they accoft their friends, as foon as they 
are dead, with reproaches for leaving them fo foon, at 
the fame time admonifhing them henceforth to demean 
themfelves properly ; by which they mean that their de- 
ceafed friends fhould not come back again to haunt 
them, nor allow themfelves to be made ufe of by wizards, 
to bring any mifchief on thofe that fnrvive them. 

There is a genus of infec~ls, called the mantis, or 
gold beetle, and deemed by the colonifts the Hottentots 
god. They think it would be a crime, as well as 
very dangerous, to do any harm Do thefe infects: but 
it is added, by a celebrated writer, that the fpecies is by 
no means an object of religious worfhip. 

The moon, according to fome writers, receives a 
kind of adoration from the Hottentots. But the fact is, 
that they merely take the opportunity of her beams, 
and at the fame time of the coolnefs of the night, to 
amufe themfelves with dancing, and confequcntly have 
no more thoughts of worshipping th/5 moon than flic 
European colonifts, who are feen at the fame time 
ftrollingin great numbers about the rtreets, and para- 
ding on the ilone fteps with which their houfes aie ulu- 
ally encircled. 
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8 E C T I O N L 
MATAMAN, ok CLIMB EDE. 

A GEOGRAPHER of repute fays, that Mataman 
is properly the name of the kings, that of the 
country being Climbcde. It is bounded by the river 
Biftvaghul on the eaft and weft, by Bengulea on the 
north, and by the Atlantic Ocean on the fouth. The 

firft plfrce worthy of oblci vation in this kingdom is 

a 



Cape Negro, or Black Cape, which receives ir. apprl 
lation from its fable appearance to mariners when at a 
confiderablc diftance at fea. At the extremity <>' tl)C 
northern angle is a bay about fix miles bi o.nl; and <M 
the fummit of the mountain is ii 
the arms of Portugal upon it. 

of fouth hit. lies Cape Ruy-Piz, wnn-u ■ , . 

10 leagues north- weft. Gnlfo-Frio, and the Lane or 
the fame name, lie in 18 dcg. 35 mill, and the Hay w 
St. Ambrofc in 21 dcg. fouth latitude 
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Thecoaft here is very Tandy, but the climate is tole- 
rably mild, confidering . the tropical fituation of the 
country The inland parts are fruitful, and a variety 
of trees' abound towards the north. The Dutch judge 
of their approach to this coaft by the Bight of the birds 
called mews, as thefe never fly above 20 leagues from 
land There is likewife another token by which failors 
know when they are near the fhore, that is, the floating 
of the weed called fargofla upon the furface of the waters. 
The government ot Climbede is defpotic, and the 
whole country fubject to one fovereign, fubordinate to 
-whom are a few petty lords, who ftile themfelves princes, 
though their dominions confift only of a fmall number 
of fcattered towns towards the fea coaft. 



SECTION II, 

Country of the Caffrees, 

THIS country "is bounded on the north by the pro- 
vince of Ohila, on the fouth by the country of 
the Hottentots, on the eaft by Monomotapa, and on 
the weft by Mataman or Climbede. 

The province of Abutua is faid to abound in gold 
mines. The province of Toraca contains many iron 
mines, and in the midft of them is a furprifmg fabric, 
being a capacious fquare caftle, built of polifhed free- 
ftone. The ftones are very lar ge-, and placed upon each 
other without any kind of cement. The walls are near 
nine feet thick, and contain feveral inferiptions, which 
none have yet been able to explain^ or even guefs to 
what language the characters belong. As rhe inhabi- 
tants are unacquainted with the name of the founder of 
this extraordinary pile, they compliment the devil with 
the honour of having been the architect. The nearefl 
ftone building to this caftle is a PorrugiK fe fort, which, 
however, is 200 leagues from it. The town of Fatuca, 
near this place, is rich in gold and precious ftones. 
Boro and Quitici likewife abound in goldmines) and 
Chicova, which lies more to the north-eaft, contains 
many filver mines. 

The following narrative, extracted from an account of 
the lofsof the Grofvenor Eaft-Indiaman, and the fub- 
fequent fate of the people, in 1782, is inferted as the 
heft description of the uncultivated natives of this country. 

This /hip failed from Trincomale, on their pa fTage 
to India from London, the 13th of June, having on 
board 142 faiiois, pafTengers, cVc. and on the 4 th of 
Auguft following, about 4 A. M. was wrecked on that 
part of thecoaft of Africa inhabited by the Caffrees, a 
favage people, feparated from the Hottentots by an un- 
inhabited country. 

. Whm the people on board found the (hip muft be 
irrecoverably loft, two lafcars fwam afhore, and made a 
nawier tall to a large rock, by means of which all the 

«cw got on more, except 15, who were drowned in the 
attempt. 

About noon the (hip parted by thc fore-chains, and in 
an hour after by the main-chains, at which ti.no there 
*utncar too perfons on board. ■ They Rot the women 
paffengm out of the ftarboard Quarter gallery, the reft 

Sfe f ft ****** ^ -d whence 
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At the time they fet out the chief-mate was exceeding 
ill, and therefore obliged to be carried. The fecond 
mate led the van, the ladies went in the middle, and 
the captain brought up the rear. On the third day after 
leaving the wreck they met with one of the natives* 
from whom the captain took his lance. The Caffree 
endeavoured, by figns, to get it back, but to no pur- 
pofe, on which he precipitately ran away, and in a 
fhort time returned with a great number of others, all 
armed with lances and targets. The captain placed 
the ladies, and thofe who were unable to do any thing, 
on a rifing ground with the baggage, and, affifted by 
thc crew, attacked the natives, who fled with the ut- 
moft precipitation. They, however, foon after re- 
turned, and brought fweet potatoes to exchange for the 
lances, ftaffs, and (licks they had thrown at our peo- 
ple. They fat themfelves down in a circle, and the 
captain giving them fome toys, which he happened to 
have about him, they arofe, and went away with great 
leeming iatisfaction. 

On the evening of the 1 2th of Auguft they were 
furrounded by another body of the natives, who want- 
ed to take from them their buttons, &c. and to fearch 
the ladies, but, by the vigilance of theEnglifti peo- 
ple, they were prevented from their defign, and obliged 
to fly. In the morning they came to a river (which was 
the firft they had met with after leaving the lhip,) and 
through this river the ladies waded bread high, being 
fupported by the failors, fome of whom carried over 
the children in their arms. 

After eroding the river the Lafcars and a black maid 
left them firft:. Thefe were followed by fome others, 
who fet out in ftraggiing parties, leaving the captain 
and ladies behind, together with 16 officers, 9 feamen, 
iapalfengers and children, 7 black men and women 
fervants, and a French officer and his fervant. 

From this period the body became more and more 
divided, fome going one way, and fome another : and 
the only accounts that could be collected of what hap- 
pened after, were from four of the crew who belonged 
to as many different parties, and who were the only 
four that reached England. The relation given by 
each of thefe was truly deplorable, being ibmetimes 
almoft pcrifhed with hunger and thirft, and at other 
times in the molt imminent danger from the favagenefs 
of the natives, the confequences of whofe ferocity they 
avoided either by oppofition and refolution, or pliabi- 
lity and condeicenfion. 

No account (to be depended on) could be given of 
what became of the captain, ladies, and children. It 
was fuppofed they fell into the hands of the natives. 
But the ifllie of their fate time only can difcover. 

At the time of the melancholy cataftrophe of the flap, 
there were 142 failors, pafTengers, and Lafcars on 
board. But the four who returned to England, and 
gave thc relation of what pa fifed after the wreck, only 
account for 102, viz. 15 drowned; 46 left with the 
captain, and not fince heard of; 17 left in the defert, 
and probably perifhed ; 15 died in the defart ; 2 left a; 
the Cape ; 3 went to Denmark; and 4 arrived in Eng- 
land. 

The calamities of the crew and paflenpers belonging 
to this lhip, it is probable, might have ari fen from want 
of proper management with rhe Caffrees. We have 
been informed by late navigators, who touched at the 
Cape of Good Hope, that fome of the furviving part 
of thefe fufferers arc ftill living, and are (in the way of 
the natives) treated in a manner as would reflect nodif* 
grace on a polite European, 
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takes about 3 deg. lat. from north to fomh. It was 
likewife, as well as the Cape, purclufcd by the Dutch, 
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for the convenience of commerce. The natives are 
neither fo indolent or fo filthy as the Hottentots. 1 he 
river D'Haaoa, which bounds the country on the north, 
s navigable, and has been frequented by European 
hips for the purpofcs of trade. There is plenty of 
water here. The v/ood produces good timber, and the 
fields kindly grafs. They have variety of beafti and 
birds But though the fea and rivers abound with fiflh, 
the natives feldom take any but tortoifes, and that chiefly 
when they come afhore to lay. ... - 

I'he natives of this country are but of a middle ita- 
ture yet have very good limbs; the colour of their 
flcins is black, and their hair crifped ; they are ova - 
vifao-cd; their nofes neither flat or high, but very well 
proportioned , their teeth are white, and their afpeft 
altogether graceful. ' Their chief employment is agri- 
culture. Their cattle, which are numerous, they care- 
fully attend. The men and women have their refpec- 
tive occupations, and their apparel is light but mean. 
Their ordinary fubfiftence is Guinea corn, beef, fifii, 
milk, hen-eggs, dec. They are of a facetious and iocial 
difpofition. °Thcy purchafe their wives, a circumftance 
which renders a female progeny advantageous. They 
live in fmall villages, under the government of the 
olden: man j and thole who live iri one village are all 
related ; and, as an amiable charaftenftic; they are jult 
and civil to ftrangers. 



SECTION IV. 
t E R R A dos FUMOS. 

THIS fmall country is bounded on the fouth b</ 
the river Dallagoa; which feparates it fiom Terra 
de Natal ; ott the north by Zanguana ; on the weft bv 
the country of Naontas; and the eaftern ocean on the 
eaft. It ex te lids from the mouth of the river Dellagoa 
to the mouth of the river De Ladroon, or Teude ; the 
firft appellation fignifying the river of robbers, which \> t 
in' 26 deg. 40 min. fouth lat. The only places worthy 
of notice here are, Cape Pedras, which is in about the 
2,9th deg. of fouth lat. Potto de Pe Pefqueria, or the 
Fifhing-place, which is a little beyond the former} and 
the bay of St. Laicia, which is between the latter and 
the Ladroon river; The Portuguefe, who either named 
places from the faint's day on which they difcovcred 
them, or from fome trivial circumftance which they ob- 
ferved when they firft law them, gave this country the 
name of Terra dos Fumos, or the Land of Smoak, from 
perceiving fome fmoak on their firft approaching this 
Ihore. The Europeans as yet have not made any fettle- 
ment here, and the Caffrees who inhabit the place live 
in a fimple ftate of nature, without towns, villages, or 
fettled habitations, and frequently indeed without even 
moveable huts. 
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MONOMOTAPA is an extenfivc empire, bound- 
ed on the eaft by the kingdom of Safala ; on 
the weft, by the mountains of CarTreria; on the riorth, 
by the river Cuama, which feparates it from Monce- 
mugi i and on the fouth, by the river del Spiritli Santto. 
It is fituaced between the 14th and 25th deg. of fouth 
Lit. and between the 41ft and 56th of eaft long, being 
160 miles in length from eaft to weft, and 660 in 
ireadth from north to fouth. 
This country is divided into fix provinces, or petty 
kingdoms, the governors of which are vafTals to the 
king or emperor of Monomotapa. The names of thefe 
provinces are, Monomotapa Proper, Quiteve, Manica, 
Inhambana, I nhamior, and Sabia. 

Monomotapa Proper is the moft comfiderable of the 
whole, and particularly Jiftinguifhed for containing the 
capital city of the empire. It is fituated in 1 1 deg. 27 
min. fouth lat. and 31 deg. 10 min. eaft long. It is a 
large and populous city, and the ftreets are very long 
and fpacious. The houles aie built with timber and 
earth, and are of different fixes. The greateft orna- 
ment of the city is the imperial palace, which is a large 
Ipacious fabric, well flanked with towers, having four 
avenues, or ftately gates, conftantly kept by a numerous 
guard. 

The other towns in this province are all very infig- 
nificant, except one called Tetc, which is large and po- 
pulous, and remarkable for being the rcfiderice of the 
Portuguefe jefuits* 

(^iiiteve lies to the fouth of Monomotapa Proper, 
and is bounded on the eaft by Sabia, on trie weft by 
CalVreria, ami on the fouth by Manica. The capital 
city is called I^ambave, and is fituated about 120 miles 
from Monomotapa Proper, It is a large and populous 
city, and the place where the king or governor of the 
province ufually re fides. 

The province of Manica is bounded on the eaft by 
Sabia, on the weft by Caftreria, on the north by Quin- 
teve, and on the fouth by the river de Spiritu Suncto. 
The capital town in called after the name of the pro- 
vince, but k is a fmall place, and very poorly inhabited. 



Inhambana lies fouth ward from the above province 
under the tropic of Capricorn, fo that the air here is 
exceeding fultry. The capital town is called Tongue, 
which, though fmall, is very populous, owing to the 
number of Portuguefe that refide there. 

The province of Inhamior is very extenfivc, but 
contains nothing that merits particular notice. Its 
chief town of the fame name is the conftant rcfidenccof 
the king or governor of the province. 

Sabia is alio, very large, and well watered by feveral 
excellent rivers, one of which is called Sabia, and the 
other Arcc. On the coaft of this kingdom is the ifland 
ofBocica, and the capes of St. Scbaftian and St. Ca- 
tharine. 

The climate of Monomotapa is much more whole- 
fomc than many other parts of Afi ica, and the foil is fo 
fertile that it produces a great plenty of the principal 
ncccir.uies of life. It abounds with pafture grounds, 
on which are bred piodigious quantities of cattle, ei;e- 

cially oxen and cows. . 

The natives here are in general tall, well mapea 
ftrong, and healthy: they are quire black, and luvi 
wooly hair, which they ornament with a great vain ry 
of trinkets. They are of a very fpnghtly and clonic 
difpofition, natwrthtlanchng which they are fond of ik-- 
ing engaged in war, and prefer that employment to a V 
omVr. The poorer fort are brought up to diving and 
their chief bufineis is to get the land or mud from * 
bottom of the rivers, ponds and lakes, from which my 
feparate the gold that is intermixed with it, ana k 
to the Portuguefe in exchange for cotton and various 
other articles of merchandize. . , 

Their common food is the flefli of oxen aiiU t <• 
chants, with bread made of rice or mdlet, whK.i 1 
baked into thin cakes ; and their diink is cithi 01 
milk or water. The better lore ufc ftrong h^or* 
made from honey, millet, rice, and fcvcral ^ 
fruits; but they moftly efteem P aln l^ in ^ nrr 
reckoned a royal liquor; and greatly ufed at eo^uru 

Polygamy is allowed here, as in molt other pa mo 
Afiica, every man being permitted to taKe w ^ 



AFRICA.] 

wives as he can maintain , but the firfl: wife is the prin- 
cipal, and the children born from her inherit the father s 

Cft Thev pay a religious worfhip to the dead, every one 
referving the bones of the moft diftinguifhcd of his 
P i Thefe they hang up in a court, and know to 
Xm'they belonged by fixing certain marks on them. 
Fverv feventh day the relations go and vifit them, be- 
. |i dreiTed in white, which is the mourning of the 
country. They fpread a table before them with provi- 
fions then pray to 

and afterwards fit down and regale themfelves, which 
they 'look upon as the greatefl honour that can be paid 

to the defunct. 

The kin^ or emperor of Mcnomotapa, has a pro- 
digious number of wives, the principal of whom are the 
diu*hters of f )mc of his vaffel princes ; but the firfl 
only is called cmprefs, or queen. The princefs and 
ladies of the higheft rank always attend upon him; they 
difchar^e this bufinefs in their turns, and think it the 
jjjahefthonour to be fo employed. He is waited upon 
alio by a great number of officers, who keep moft: pro- 
found filence, except when he drinks, or happens to 
fneeze or cough, at which time one of them cries aloud, 
« Pray for the health and profperity of the emperor 
as loon as the woids are repeated they all kneel, then 
rife, and teftify their joy by the loudeft acclamations. 

He alfo takes great pains to preferve the refpecl: of 
his fubjefts: he exacts no taxes or tribute from them, 
inftead of which he is fatisfied with a trifling prefent 
when they apply to him for any particular favour. 

This is an univerfal cuftom from an inferior to a fu- 
pcrior of every rank or denomination, and efteemed 
the higheft mark of refpect that can be lhewn. If at 
any time he orders his fubjecTts to Libouj tidier at the 
gold mines, or any other fervice, ( as is fometimes the 
cafe), he always fends them cows and o her provifions, 
fo that inftead of attending with reluctance, they obey 
his commands with the greareft chearfulnefs. 

His minifters and officers, both civil and military, 

as well as his foldiery, who fubfft by his pay, are indeed 

obliged, inftead of taxes, to pay him a kind of fei vice 

of feven days in every month, either in cultivating his 

grounds, or any other woik he thinks proper to employ 

them in ; the lords and noble are alfo bound to the 

fame fervice when required, unlefs ex mpted fiom it by 

fome particular privilege granted to their family or 
office. 

The emperor maintains a numerous army of foot, 
for he has no cavalry, there being but few horfes, and 
thole not fit for the purpofe, throughout his dominions. 
Wherever the emperor encamps they always creel: a 
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large wooden houfe, in which a fire mud be kept con- 
stantly burning. Neither he or any of his folcfiers are 
permitted to warn their hands or face while the war con- 
tinues j when it is over, and they have gained a com* 
plete victory, the fpoil is divided, the emperor relerving 
one part to himfelf ami diftributing the reft: in propor- 
tionable fhares to his officers and men. This equita- 
ble diftribution has an excellent erTect, as it animates 

the men, and makes them fight with diftinguiftied in- 
trepidity. 

The laws of this country are very few, and lb littla 
occafion is there for the confinement of criminals, that 
there is not a fingle prifor* throughout the whole em* 
pire. Thofe found guilty of murder are punifhed with, 
death ; but in trifling matters they only inflict corporal 
punifhmcnt, which is done by giving the party a cer- 
tain number of ftrokes with a knotted cord, according 
to the nature of the crimes 

Here are gold mines in the inland parts, which have 
produced confiderable advantages to the Portuguefc* 
There are other mines in different parts of tjie empire 
that produce excellent metal, particularly thofe near Ba- 
tua, a f. nail place bordering on the province of Manic a, 
and extending itfelf from the Mountains of the Moon 
to the river Magnico, whole governor is a vaffal to the 
emperor. 

There are feveral confiderable places between the 
mines and the fea-coaft, where fairs and markets are 
held for the fale of gold, particularly at thofe towns 
which lie on the river Zezebe, and Cuama, where the 
Porcugucfe have built fortrefles to keep the natives in 
awe, who come to thofe markets to exchange their gold 
for European and other commodities. In each of thefe 
markets they have an officer of their own, who decides 
all contefts and differences that arife about their traflc ; 
t.iey have likewife in mod of thefe towns churches 
and monafteries of the Dominican order. 

The emperor of Monomotapa firfl: permitted the Por- 
tuguefe to build their forts here, in gratitude for the 
fervice they had done in contributing to reduce fome 
revolted vafTals to return to their obedience, as well as 
to enable them, on all fuch exigencies, to be near at 
hand to afliit him. This was about the year 1640, fince 
which time they have been on good terms with the 
fovereigns of the empire. 

The commodities which they bring the natives are 
chiefly cloths of various forts, glafs beads of different 
fizes and colours, and other trifling trinkets ; in ex- 
change for which, befides gold, they receive great 
quantities of ivory, furs of fundry wild and tame beads, 
and other valuable articles, which makes their com- 
merce here very advantageous. 
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S OF ALA. an cxtenfive kingdom, and, like Mono- 
, motapa, remarkable for containing many excellent 
mines of gold. It is bounded on the eaft by the Indian 

n u thc . weft b y the province of Manica, on the 
north by the empire of Monomotapa, and on the fouth 

con T k ' n 8 dom of Sabia. It is, properly fpeaking, a 
eominued coaft, extending itfelf from the river Cuama 

j'lf*' t0 that of Magnico, or Del Spiritu Sanc- 

, c . fouth> Thc ,nli »"l Parts are very trifling in 



extent being confined on the weft by the empire of 
Monomotapa, notwithftanding which the whole kina- 
Thn computed to be at leaft 2*50 miles in compafs. 
the fW° ft co»fiderablp rivers of this country are 
" e fontSuv *f W"» Sanfto, both of which 

but i rC ^ C,VCC , '? W e ff om the. Porcviguefe, 

B «" is generally caJlcd 6y the natives Zambere. This 
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river waflies down great quantities of gold, which thc 
negroes gather when the waters are low, by diving to 
the bottom of fuch parts of it as, from practice, they 
know contain thc greateft abundance. They bring up 
the mud in buckets, which being properly lcvigateo, 
cafily difcovers the metal. 

On the coaft are feveral capes, the principal of which 
are called Corientes, St. Catharine and Sebaftian. The 
former is fituated under the 23d deg. of fouth latitude: 
it is noted for the many rocks, fands and fhelvea that 
lie between it and the ifland of St. Laurence, or Ma- 
dagafcar, and caufe frequent fhipwrecks aloog that 
channel. 

The climate of this kingdom is very unwholefome, 
occasioned by the' vaft number of marfhes, which being 
in fummcr dried up by the fcorching heat of the fun, 
infect thc air with peftilential ftcam». The foil, in 

4 N general 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYTbLMM o? UNIVERSAL GliOGRAPm 

dufl:, each according to hh 



general is very uneven, barren, and defart. The in- 
land parts abound with various forts of wild beads, but 
particularly elephants, great numbers of which are an- 
nually killed by the natives, not only for the fake of 
their flefh, which is the chief part of their food; but al- 
io for their teeth, which they fell to great advantage to 
the Europeans. The number of thefe animals deftroy- 
ed here by the natives is faid, one year with another, to 
amount to near 4000. 

The inhabitants of this kingdom are in general well- 
fhdped, and have Ihort curled hair : they cover them- 
felves only from the waift to the knees, with a garment 
made of filk or cotton ; but they adorn their arms', 
wfifts, legs and ancles, with rings of gold, amber, or 
coloured beads ; the better fort wear turbans on their 
heads, and have fwordS by their fides, the handles of 
which are made of ivory curioufly inlaid with precious 

fton es . 

• Their food confifts of the flefh of elephants, large 
dnd fmall cattle, and Mm, with which the rivers abound ; 
inftead of bread, they life rice and millet. The drink 
of the common people is water, but the better fort have 
a kind of beer, which is made of rice and millet; they 
have alfo (8m e (trong liquors made from honey, palm 
and other fruits. 

The king and his court, with a great number of the 
principal people, are descendants of Arabs, and not 
only (peak that language, but alfo (trictly profefs the 
Mahometan religion ; the original natives are permitted 
to retain their antient cuftoms, as alfo their religious 
maxims, the latter of which are much the fame as thole 
obferved in the principal parts of Africa. 

Sofala, the metropolis of this kingdom, is the only 
place of any note in it, and is pleafantly fituated on a 
imall ifland at the mouth of the river Cuama. The 
Portugucfe have built a ftrong fortrefs here, which is 
of infinite fervice to them, as it fecures their (hips in 
the harbour when they (lop here in their paflage to and 
from India. The articles they purchafe of the natives 
are gold, ambergris, flaves, and elephants teeth ; in 
exchange for which they fupply them with filks, (tuffs, 
cotton, glafs beads, and other trinkets. Both the for- 
trefs and ifland are tributary to the king of Portugal. 
The king keeps a great number of foldiers, who are 



all paid in gold dufl, each according to hr 
Their ongiiKtl weapons were bows and arrows [h T' 
metar, javelin, dagger, and hatchet; but fincethear" 
rival of the Portuguefe, they have been Uuahtth f / 
of fire-arms, of which they are very fond, an d exerci ! 
them with great dexterity. ""-'uk 

The inhabitants of Quiloa, Mombaza, and Mclirvl, 

ftT *?m 15 CO " ntr ? lma11 boa » ca 'l«» tambues, ^ 
ftuh* of blue and wh.te cottons, filk fluffs, yellow w 
red ambergns, wh.ch they exchange with the „ 

em to the 

inhabitants ot Monomotapa, who give them eokl in 
turn without weighing it, lb that the profit of the ev 
change is very confutable. This is the reafon tlnr 
when the Monomotapans come to purchafe thefe am 
cles, as foon as the Sofalans perceive their veflels atf 
they fignify their joy, and bid them welcome, bvljJ^ 
ing fires on the fhore. o 

The gold mines of this kingdom are faid to yield 
above two millions of rnetigais per annum, eachmeti 
gal amounting to fourteen livres j that the fhips from 
Zidemand Mecca carry off about two millions a year 
in time of peace ; and that the governor of Mofam 
bique, whofe office lifts but three years, has above 
300,000 crowns revenue, without including the foldiers 
pay, and the tribute annually paid to the king of Por- 
tugai. Fiom hence many learned men are of opinion 
that this is the Ophir whicher Solomon lent fhips every 
three years from Efiongeler to fetch gold ; Efiongder 
being thought to be Suez, a fca-port on the Red Sea. 
This conjecture is fupported by the remains of feveral 
(tately edifices, which are found in the different parts 
where the gold mines are fituated, and, from their ap- 
pearance, are fuppofed to have been oiiginally palaces 
or caftles, built by that opulent prince the king of 
Ifrael. It may alio be confirmed bv the authority of 
the Septuagint, who tranflate the word Ophri {1 Kings 
ix. 28.) into Sophira, which has fome refemblance to 
its prelent name of Sofala. As a farther confirmation 
of thele conjectures, Lopez, in his voyage to India, 
fays, the inhabitants of this country boalt that they 
have books which prove that, in the time of Solomon, 
the Ifiaelites failed every third year towards thefe parts 
to fetch gold. 
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THE empire of Monoemugi being an inland coun- 
try, is very little frequented by the Europeans. 
It is bounded on the call by part of Zanguebar, on the 
weft by Matamba and Makoko, on the north by Abyf- 
finia, and on the fouth by the empire of Monomotapa. 

The account we have of this country is chiefly 
founded on the authority of the Negroes, who carry on 
a commerce with it, European travellers not daring 
to venture themfelves into it, not only by reafon of the 
unwholclomencfs of the climate, but alfo for fear of the 
inhuman Jaggas, who infeft the more interior 4 parts of 
it, and maflacre all that happen to fall in their way. 

The extent of this country cannot be afcertainccl, but 
that it is very great appears from the diftance of its 
confines. The cmpei or is a powerful and rich prince, 
and has fubducd molt of the petty kingdoms about him 
to obedience 

The empire of Monoemugi is divided into five king- 
doms or provinces, all of which are governed by petty 
princes fubjert to the emperor. The name! of thede 
ureal follow, viz. Mujaco, Gingiro, Cambate, Alaba, 
and Monoemugi Proper, 

Mujaco is bounded on the eaft by Abyffinia, on the 
weft by Congo, on the north by Nubia, ami on the 
fouth by Makoko. It is a large kingdom, but very 
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poorly inhabited ; neither does it contain any th'n^ that 
deferves particular notice. 

Gingiro, which is alfo a large kingdom, lies between 
Narea, the molt fouthern kingdom of Abyffinia, ami 
Makoko and Cambate. A writer, who travelled thio' 
this kingdom, fays, the king preferves an extraordinary 
dignity, and that he contends with the fun ; for which 
reafon he never goes abroad, or gives audience, but 
before the fun riles, alledging that two funs cannot ap- 
pear at once. His palace is no better than a cottage, 
which, when he dies, is always burnt, and his fticccftor 
lias a new one built for him, which is dedicated with 
the blood of two or three men of a certain family killed 
at Che door, and on that account the faid family is free 
from all other duties, which are fo heavy, that they 
render this cruel compofition ac ceptuble } for when me 
king buys any thing of foreign merchants, he pays thcurt 
in flaves, and thefe are the fons and daughters ot any 
family, which he takes at pleafurc without any contra- 
diction. , A 

Cambate joins to the above kingdom on die ^. 
and is bounded on the eaft by Alaba, on the north oy 
Abyffinia, and on the fouth by Makoko. Iti* a poo* 
country, and badly inhabited. 
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Alaba is a large kingdom, and fituated on this coaft 
of Cam bate. It reaches to the coaft of Zanguebar, 
and is inhabited by a crUcl people called Gallas. The 
prince is a Mahometan, but many of his fubjects are 
idolaters, and of the word fort, for they offer human 

Monoertuigi Proper is bounded on the eaft by Congo, 
on the weft by Trahquebar, on the north by Monorho- 
tapa, and on the fouth by Makoko. This is the largeft 
divifion of the whole, but not otherwife remarkable, 
except from its being the refiderice of the emperor. 



The chief productions of this country, exclufive of 
the refpe&ive mines .of gold, filver, and copper, are 
palm-wine and oii. Honey is here fo plentiful, that 
the Negroes cannot confume one third of it, fo that 
they fuffer the reft to be loft. 

The natives drefs in filks and cottons, which they 
buy of ftrangers, and wear collars of tranfparent beads 
brought from Camboya. Thefe beads ferve alfo inftead 
of money, gold and filver being lb common that it is 
confidered by them as of no value. They are moft of 
them idolaters, and in their difpofitions refractory and 
cruel. 
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bounded on tne can oy mc inuiau vjtcan, on 
by Monon-nugi, on the north by Anian, an< 
fouth by the river Cuama, which feparates it fr 
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the country 



THIS country received its name from the Arabs, 
the word Zangue, in their language, fignifying 
black, all the inhabitants being of that colour. It is 
bounded on the eaft by the Indian Ocean, on the weft 

* «- - u« a_:-_ anc j on tnc 

om Mo- 

nomotapa. It is very difproportionate in its extent, 
being 1400 miles in length, and not more than 350 in 
the broad til part. 

The coaft is very extenfive, and in the 

has many rivers and iflands. This part of 7 

is belt known to the Europeans, owing to theconquefts 
made here by the Portugucfe. The inland parts con- 
fift of a large, barren, and unhealthy track, the lands 
lying low, and interfected by rivers, lakes, thick 
woods, foiefts, and marftiy grounds. Moil of the in- 
habitants are Arabs, being the defcendants of thofe 
who were baniftied here from their own country, on ac- 
count of their adherence to the feci: of Ali, of which 
they are ftill zealous profeflbrs. 

The principal river of this country is that called 
Kiimanci, or Quiimanca, the latter of which name was 
given it by the Portuguefe, from a fort and town fo 
called, built by them at the mouth of it. 

The continental part of Zanguebar is divided into two 
kingdoms, Mofambique and Melinda. 

Mofambique is divided into fever al provinces and 
lordlhips, each of which has a peculiar dialcc"t to itfelf. 

The climate is fultry and unwholfome, but the foil is 
fertile, producing plenty of millet, rice, and feveral 
forts of pulfe i as alfo abundance of orange and lemon 
trees. It abounds likewife with wild beafts, particular- 
ly bears and elephants, the latter of which are fo nume- 
rous, that the inhabitants are obliged to kindle fires 
round the fields to prevent them from devouring the 
com : nor dare they go abroad at night without carry- 
mg lighted torches in their hands to frighten them 

siwuy. 

... Th if. in , habi » n ts of Mofambique arc of low ftature, 

very b| ack( and havc curkd , . » 

orally cruel and deceitful. X 
and ,\Jf. • t0 M ,,S ar £, ve| y fmall. and the buildingi low 

elrDli„r Cab ' e ; J h ? T COmmon food * ^c fldh of 

TK. ? r WlHCl ? } he l alfo makc akind ofbeer. 

ebon? f WM l n ° f tl,efe P c °P le confift * 'n goM. 
M',"* 1 ^'. a " of which they fell to the 

5 £A ? ™» ^ a "X other fo- 



reigner* to enter their country. 
With refpeft to their relim 



Chriftians 7Z\ ~\ l* \ ell 8'°n» iome of them arc 
Part arc i-l, . Ma ''°metan S , but the principal 

>ous ruitoms, pradhfed in other idolatrous, coun- 



uica 
The 



domrfMtf,^ fma " ""joining to the king- 

Mofambique, called Mongalo and Angos : & 



former is fituated near the mouth of the river Cuama, 
and is chiefly inhabited by Arabs : the other is alfo 
fituated on a bank of the fame river, about 1 60 miles 
from the former. Both thefe places are fruitful, pro- 
ducing abundance of rice and millet ; as alfo great 
quantities of cattle. The inhabitants are chiefly Ma. 
hometans, but intermixed with Negroes, who are ido- 
laters, and remarkable for the lownefs of their ftature. 
They have no covering to the upper part of their bodies, 
but round their waifts they wrap pieces of cotton or 
filk. Some of the better fort wear a turban on their 
heads. 

The people of both thefe places carry on a commerce 
with the inhabitants of Monomotapa in gold, elephants 
teeth, gums. &c. 

Melinda is fituated partly under the equinoctial line, 
and partly on both fides of it ; for its fouthern bounda- 
ries he under the ad degree, and 30th minute, fouth 
latitude, and its northern extremity extends to the river 
Quilmanci. 

As this kingdom is well watered by rivers, the foH is 
in general fertile, and produces great abundance of the 
principal neceflaries of life. It abounds alfo with a va- 
riety of fruit-trees, particularly orange, palm, and ci- 
tron, the latter of which conftantly perfume the air 
with an odoriferous fcent. 

The inhabitants of this kingdom greatly differ in 
their complexions, fome of them being quite black, 
fome of an olive-colour, and others almoft white, par- 
ticularly the women. The common people wear only 
a loole piece of cloth about their waifts, but the better 
fort have a garment made of cotton or filk, which 
reaches from the waift to the knees, and on their heads 
they wear a turban. The ladies of Quality always ap- 
pear in filk, and ornament their necks and arms, the 
former with firings of gold, and the latter widi bracelets 
made of the fame metal. 

The city of Melinda, the capital of the kingdom, is 
fituated on a very agreeable plain, and contains a great 
number of houfes, moft of which are well built with 
free-ftone. It is the refidence of the king, and in it are 
a great number of rich merchants, who trade with the 
Indians of Camboya in gold, ivory, copper, quick- 
filver, and all forti of ftuffs. The Portuguefe are fo 
numerous in this city, that they have built feveral 
handfomc churches and chapels in it ; and before one 
of the churches they have alfo erected a (lately crofs of 
gilt marble. 

The king's palace is. a very fpacious edifice, built of 
Hone, and neatly ornamented. 

Whenever the king goes abroad he is carried in a 
redan, on the moulders of four of the grcateft men in his 
kingdom, and incenfe and other perfumes are burned 
before hirn as he partes along the ftrcett. At every 
town he enters, he is always met by a number of beauti- 
ful women, fome of whom prcfent him with flowers, 

and 
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and others go before him fcattering various kind, of 

of this country r ftp - ** 
wholly veiled in the power of the king £ Y 

f^rtment of the palace affigned for that purpofe. The 
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ing then gives him a number of blows on his back and 
reech, with a kind of whip, made with two long pi cccs 



k 

breech. 

of leather fattened to a ltick. 



As foon as the kW 
thinks he has fufficiently fcourged him, he delifts 
when the criminal rifes, puts on his cloaths, kifles the 
king's feet, and thanks him in the mud refpectful anil 
fubmiflive manner. 

The weapons ufed by the people of this kingdom arc 
bows, arrows, darts, andfhiclds. 

Some of thefe people are Mahometans, but the prin- 
cipal part are idolaters. The Portuguefe have nude 
but few profelites in this kingdom, the people being 
obftinate in preferring their own religious principles. 
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BRAVA, the only republican ftate on the whole 
coaft of Africa, is pleafantly fituated on the coaft 
of the fame name, being bounded on each fide by a 
river, fuppofed to be two branches of the great river 
Quilmanca. Its extent inland is very trifling 5 and he 
chief thing that renders it remarkable » «o ^capital 
which is called Brava, and fituated in the firft degree 
of north latitude, between the two rivers above-men- 
tioned, where it has a tolerable good harbour. It is a 
laree city, and, with the whole republic, was founded 
by feven Arabian brethren, who fled hitherto avoid 
the impending danger that threatened them from the 
tyranny of their king, one of the petty monarchs ot 

Arabia Felix. t , , , 

The city is furrounded by ftrong walls, and other- 
wife well fortified. The houfes are very fpacious, and 
built after the Morefco ftile. They are chiefly inhabi- 
ted by rich merchants, whofe principal traffic conftfts 
in cold, filver, cotton and other cloths, elephants teeth, 
gu m s and other drugs, particularly ambergris, with 

which this coaft abounds. 11 
The government of this republic is anftocratical, the 

inhabitants having a right to chufe twelve chicks from 
amongft the mod indent families, whom they truft 
with the management of all affairs, and the adminiftra- 

tion of iuftice. . 
The inhabitants are chiefly Mahometans, butfubjeot 

to the king of Portugal, to whom they pay an annual 

acknowledgement. 

The manner in which this republic became tributary 
to the Portuguefe is thus related: Triftran de Cugna, 
admiral of the Portuguefe fleet, having fet on fhorc at 
Melinda three a -nbaffadors, fent by king Emanuel to 
the emperor of Abyffinia, and recommended them to 
the care and protection of the king of it, continued his 
eourfe northward along the coaft, till he came to the 
city of Brava, where he caft anchor at the port. Here 
he difparched, according to the Portuguefe cuftom, one 
of his officers, named Lionel Codingo, to wait on the 
heads of the republic, and offer them peace, and the 
friendlhip and alliance of the king his mafter. To this 
the chicks anfwercd, that they had no objection to enter 
into fuch a treaty : hut this anfwer was only a piece of 
diffimulation, and calculated to detain the fleet to its 
deftrucT.on, the feafon being then near at hand when 
fuch boiflerous winds ufually blow in thefe parts, as 
would dam in pieces all their fhips, even in the very 

harbour. ' . 

Cugna, having diiVovered this artifice, refolved nn- 
mediafely to altaulr the city. Accordingly, before 
day-break, he drew' up his men on the fhorc, and 
formed them into two lines, the firft whereof conlilled 



of 600, the command of which he gave to AJphonfy 
Albuquerque, whilfl he refer ved to himfelfthe.com- 
mand of the others, which confifted of 600 foldiers. 

Brava was at this time garrifoned by 4000 men, half 
of whom immediately fallied out againft them. The 
conflict was fevere on both fides ; but the Portuguefe 
charged them with fuch fury, that they found them- 
felves obliged to give ground, and made a very regular 
retreat into the city; after which they (hut alhhe gates, 
to prevent the enemy from following them. 

The Portuguefe immediately furrounded the place, 
examining, with the utmoft diligence, where th y could 
bed force an entrance ; but were all that time terribly 
annoyed from 'within, by burning torches and other 

miflile weapons. . 

In the mean time Albuquerque, having diicovir.-d 
a weak part in the wall, began his attack there, but was 
quickly oppofed by the befiegcd, who flocked thither 
with all fpeed, and defended it with lurpnfin^ intrepi- 
dity. The conteft was kept up with great fury on both 

when, luckily for Albuquerque, the atonl 



ity 
fides, 



came up, at whofe approach the Moots were ftruck 
with fuch a panic, that they fled with the grentcfl pre- 
cipitation ; whiHl the Portuguefe foldiers eager foi 
their prey, would have purfued them into the city, bur 
were reftrained by their commanders. 

The city, however, was loon after entered, and plun- 
dered of a very large and , valuable booty, whu h .e 
Portuguefe immediately carried on hoard their ih • 
Great numbers of the befieged were flam and woun I, 
and many of them taken prisoners * but moft J>t J <- 
were foon after releafed. The Portuguefe J « ^abnu 
50 of their men killed, W many dangerouuy — 
cd, befides ,8 others who perimed in the lona tog 
which, through their infatiable avarice, they had Jo 
fo immoderately, as to occafion it to oveih r 
indeed, was the inhumanity of the Porn,, ue e iolc ^ 
and failors, and fuch their third after fpo , h 
cut off the arms of feven women, to come 1 « . 
dilyat their rings and bracelets * but Cugn. 1 ; . 
everely punimecTthe perpetrators of this cmelt) ^ 
by deterred the reft from the like ^rbanty. 
7 After the city was plundered, CuRna oukn n 



for the Portuguefe would not P^ r l"^;"^ n . mV other 
their city, or enjoy their ancient pr»vd <*% an .x ^ 
condition than that of paying the kin ^ 
an annual acknowledgement, winch the > have 
to do from that time to the prclcnt. cMAl*. 
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KINGDOM of MAGADOXA, or MAGADOSKA. 
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THIS kingdom is fituated on the coaft of Ajan, and 
is of confiderable extent, reaching from 5 deg. 
4omin. of north lat. to the equinox, where the river or 
gulph of Jubo feparates the coaft of Ajan from that of 
Zanguebar. It is bounded on the eaft by the ocean, 
on the weft by the kingdom of Alaba, on the north by 
the kingdom of Adel, and on the fouth by the territo- 
ries of Brava. It receives its name from its capital, 
fituated at the mouth of a river of the fame name, 
which river is called by the Arabs, the Nile of Maga- 
doxa, by reafon of its annual overflowing like that of 

Egypt. 

Befides this river, the country is well watered by a 
number of canals that are cut from it 5 fo that the foil 
is exceeding fertile, and produces great quantities of 
feveral kinds of grain, as alfo a variety of excellent 
fruits. It likewife affords good pafturage, for which 
reafon the natives breed great quantities of cattle, par- 
ticularly oxen and fheep. They have alfo numbers of 
horfes ; and in the inland parts are various Hnds of 
wild animals, particularly monkics, baboons, and apes. 
The rivers alfo produce feveral forts of fifh, which the 
inhabitants catch without any fear, as they are nor, as 
in moft other parts of Africa, infefted with crocodiles, 
or any other dangerous animals. 

The inhabitants greatly differ in their complexion, 
fome of them being guite black, others of a tawny co- 
lour, and ibme almoft white. They are very robuft, 
and of a courageous and warlike difpofition. Their 
weapons are darts and lances, as alfo bows and arrows, 
the latter of which are infected with apoifonous quality. 
• The city of Magadoxa is tolerably large, and well 
inhabited. It is rdbrted to by great numbers of mer- 
chants from the kingdoms of Adel, Camboya, and 
other parts, who bring here fturTs of various forts, 



alfod 
ceive 
commodities. 



rugs and fpices ; in exchange for which they re- 
of the inhabitants gold, ivory, wax, and other 

The king and his court are all Mahometans, as are 
alfo the chief of the inhabitants of the city; but thofe 
in the interior parts of the country are all idolaters, and 
ftnctly adhere to their heathenifh fuperftitions. 

With refpett to the hiftorical part of this kingdom, 
we have only to obferve, that an hoftile attempt was 



made on its capital by the Portuguefe fleet unrW *!tc 
command of Admiral Triftan de Cugna, who, as be- 
fore mentioned, reduced the city of Brava to afhes ; 
the circumftances attending which were as follow. 

Cugna having reduced that place, proceeded as far 
as the city of Magadoxa, which he caufed to be furn- 
rnoned, as ufual, to accept of peace of friendmip, or, 
ln Plainer terms, of fubjeftion and tribute to Portugal : 
but here he found the inhabitants ready prepared to 
give him a fuitable reception : great numbers of foot 
were patrolling along the more, the walls were covered 
with armed men, and a confiderable body of troops 
were drawn up before the town, which made Codingo, 
the officer fent with the furhmons, afraid of going on 
fliore ; therefore he difpatched one of the Bravan cap- 
tives to aflure the Magadoxans that the Pottuguefe 
came not to denounce war, but to offer peace to them. 
They, however, knowing what dreadful execution had 
been made at the city of Brava, fell furioufiy upon the 
meffenger, and tore him in pieces. They alfo threat- 
ened to- ferve Codingo in the fame manner, if he offered 
to land, which obliged him to return to his admiral, 
and acquaint him with the ill fuccefs he had met with, 
and the infolent menaces of the enemy. 

Upon this information, the admiral was fo enraged, 
that he determined to bombard and ftorm the place, 
but was happily diverted from his defign by the perfua- 
fion of his officers and pilots. The former reprefented 
to him the natural ftrength of the place, the number of 
the garnfon, the great plenty of ammunition, and the 
valour and refolution of the inhabitants. The latter 
pointed out the extreme danger that muft unavoidably 
anfe to the mips, both from the fire of the town, and 
the violence of the fea, efpecially as winter was then 
coming on, and the feafon for failing nearly expired ; 
fo that if his troops mould mifcarry in their attempt 
againft the place, their fleet and army muft inevitably 
penfh. From thefe reafonable obfervations Cugna im- 
mediately relinquiftied all thoughts of attempting the 
defign he had fo precipitately formed, and im media rely 
^ave orders for failing to the Mand of Socotora, where 
e foon after arrived with all his lhips, leaving the 

brave Magadoxans in the peaceable enjoyment of their 
own poftefllons. 
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Man^i boi,ndcd °" *■« north by the Straits of Babcl- 

k?nS« f o *7 M *P ido **> and on the weft by the 
fc 0 8 ? 11 ' . T% foil round the city of Zeilais 

water At of* ' n . hab,ta n« labour under a dearth of 
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through "t. 1,pl ' Cd by thc rive,s tha t run 

tai H ev "??.!"? a, ° nS the coaft > as f ar as Barbora, are 
"*ncy, but farther to the fouth they are jet black! 



They wear cotton garments in general, from the waifl 
downwards, and have the red of their bodies bare ; but 
thofe of fuperior rank have callico gowns, which cover 
their whole bodies, and arc diftinguiffied by wearing 
caps on their heads. b 

The Adelitcs are brave and warlike, but being un- 
acquainted with the art of making w«apons, they are 
furnilhed with them by the Turka and Arabs, who re- 
ceive tn exchange the flaves and fpoils they get from thc 
enemy. 

The country around the city of Barbora is fertile, and 
produces various kinds of grain, fruit, and cattle. 

The articles of traffic here are gold dull, elephants 
teeth, frankincenfe, and (lave*. 



•Vo. 30 1 . 



4 O 



CHAP. 



33° 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL, GEOGRAPHY 



CHAP. X. 



G U I N E A, 



GEOGRAPHERS divide this raft fpace into two 
parts, namely, Upper Guinea, or Guinea Pro- 
per, and Lower Guinea, diftinguifhed by the name of 
Congo. We fhall treat of them in that order. 

Upper Guinea, or Guinea Proper, is bounded On 
the north by Negroland, on the e aft by the unknown 
parts of Africa, and on the fouth and weft by Congo 
and the Atlantic Ocean. It is in length computed at 1 8oo 
miles, and in breadth at 360. The coaft of Guinea is 
much frequented by Europeans, who ufually divide it 
into the Slave, the Gold, the Ivory, and the Grain 
Coaft. 

The Europeans gave thefe names to the refpettive 
parts from the chief commodities they afford. For in- 
stance, the Slave Coaft is thus named from its furniffi- 
ing a greater number of (laves than any other country ; 
the Gold Coaft from the great quantity of that metal 
found there ■> the Ivory Coaft from the cargoes of ele- 
phants teeth brought from thence by the Europeans ; 
and the Grain Coaft from the Guinea pepper, which 
grows there in abundance. 

SECTION I. 
The SLAVE COAST. 

THIS part of Guinea is bounded on the eaft by the 
kingdom of Benin ; on the weft by the Gold 
Coaft; on the north by Biafara, with the Defert ofSeth; 
and on the fouth by the Atlantic Ocean. It compre- 
hends the kingdoms of Coto, Popo, Whidah, and 
Ardrah. The two firft, in comparifon with the two 
laft, are very inconfiderable : a particular defcription, 
therefore, of the cuftoms, manners, Sec. of the inhabi- 
tants, will be given under the refpective heads of Whi- 
dah and Ardrah, which form the principal parts of the 
Slave Coaft. 

The kingdom of Coto (by fome called the Land of 
Lampi) begins at the river Volta, and extends eaftward 
to Little Popo, a diftance of about 50 miles. It is a 
flat, iandy, and barren country ; and the only trees to 
be found in it are the palm and wfld cocoa. The town 
or village of Coto, otherwise called Verbon, is about 
fourteen miles from 'he river Volta, and was formerly 
the rehdence of the king. The inhabitants of Coto are 
poor and illiterate, and their chief traffic confifts in 
flaves, whom they fteal from the inland counttries, and 
fell to the Europeans. 

The kingdom of Popo extends about 30 miles, and 
is divided into two . parts, by ..the names of Great anfl 
Little Popo. The laft is lb remarkably Tandy, and fo 
barren, that the inhabitants are fupplied with all their 
provifions from Whidah. They chiefly live by plunder 
and ft ea ling (laves, in both which they exceed their 
neighbours of Coto, being of a more courageous and 
warlike difpofition. They are alfo great cheats, and 
frequently take in the Europeans by deluding them on 
lhorc in expectation of flaves, at a time when they have 
not one to difpofe of, when they not only fleece them, 
but lometimes detain them fur feveral months before 
they procure the number wanted, and then take the ad- 
vantage by fixing on them an exorbitant price. 

The town of Little Popo is fituated on the fhore, 
about ten miles from Coto. It is a poor, rhiferable 
^larr, and coniifts only of a number of flraffgling huts, 
inhabited by people whofe lives are chiefly (pent irr con- 
certing mealures for the dclhudion of their fellow- 
creatures. 

In the inland p. wis of Great Popo are plenty of va- 
rious kinds of hint, as alio cattle and poultry. The 



town (lands on an ifland formed by marfties, and 




ngot a numDeror nuts, encloled by lofty tr t . 
The king has a great number of concubines, two^of 
whom conftantly Hand by him with fans to cool and re 
frefli him. He is very fond of tobacco, and fpends 



and 



the principal part of his time in fmoking and converfin 
with his concubines. His drefs confifts only of a \o n f t 
gown of brocade, with an ofier cap on his head 
fandals-on his feet. 

The town of Great Popo is the only place in the king- 
dom that merits the lead notice, the reft bring only 
fmall hamlets of five or fix inftgnificant building 
whofe inhabitants, on the leaft apprehenfion of danger,' 
immediately retire to Great Popo. 

The blacks of this kingdom are addicted, in general 
to plunder and rapine. They carry on fome trade in 
flaves, but their chief advantages arifc from the fifh 
caught in the rivers. 

Kingdom of Whidah. 

Extent. Boundaries. Rivers. Set'/. Divijjons, Vegetable 

and Animal. 



THIS kingdom extends from Popo about 10 leagues 
along the Ihore, and in the middle reaches fix or 
feven inland j after which it divides itfclflike two arms, 
being in fome places 30 or 40 miles broad, and in others 
much more. It is bounded on the eaft; by the kingdom 
of Ardrah, on the weft: by the river Volta, on the north 
by the country of Dahomy, and on the fouth by the 
Gulph of Guinea, It is a fine, fertile country, being 
watered by two excellent rivers, called Jakin and Eu- 
phrates, both of which take their rife in the kingdom of 
Ardrah. At the mouth of the laft: river is the road 
where the fhips ride, but the landing is exceeding dan- 
gerous on account of the prodigious fwell of the fen, 
particularly in the months of April, May, and Ju'y. 

Thefe rivers greatly contribute to the fertility of the 
country. The coaft part is ornamented with a varity 
of lofty and beautiful trees, which are planted in fuili 
order as to form the mod agreeable retreats. Prom the 
coaft the country riles with a fine eafy afcent fur the 
fpace of 50 miles, commanding, in moil parts of it, a 
fine profpedt ©f the lea. The fields are every where 
cultivated i and, inflead of hedges, or other fence', 
are divided by beautiful groves of trees. In Ihoit, the 
whole country appears as one continued garden, and its 
beauties may be much eafier conceived than dclcribed. 

The kingdom of Whidah is divided into twenty fix 
provinces or governments. The king is at the head <>i 
thefe, and lias the government of the province ol Xaytcr, 
fo called from the capital of the kingdom. K".J <>< 
thefe provinces has feveral fmall villages or linnets 
that are fubordinate to it: fo that the whole Unborn 
appears to be one large anil populous town, divided in- 
to different parts, by gardens, lawns, and groves. 
, So fertile is the foil of this country, that as loon as 
one harveftis over, the ground is fownwith l.:ineot.u. 
grain j fo that they have two, and fonvmnes Hum. 
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10 mat tney nave two, »mu 
a year. They plough their land in iid^'M 7 
means the dews falling in the hollows, .mil im. 
aiing the fides, whatever is planted Ioo.-mo.m • 
r eaion. The grain 1:011 Oil* of 1 ice, mdlei, .<n< 
maize, or Turkey corn. The Negroes ate l*« t"'J ! ' 
trious, that they will not folic/ any Ipot ol U roimu 
lie uncultivated ; even the enclosures of then houn s .1 
village* are planted with melons and othei liuif ; ■ ' 
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inflead of highways, they have only fmall paths that 
lead "though die fields from one village to another. 

Here are oranges, lemons, bananas, ananas, pine- 
anoles, water-melons, citrons, and tamarinds. There 
are alii prodigious numbers of palm-trees, but they are 
chiefly cultivated by the natives for the fake of the oil, 
being lb little fond of the wine, that few of them take 
the trouble to draw it. 

The roots produced are cabbages, carrots, turnips, 
radilhes, parfley, and various kinds of fallads, all of 
thejn litrle inferior in quality to thofe of Europe. They 
have alio peas, and plenty of other vegetables. 

About Vvhidah they are feldom troubled with wild 
bealts i but in the more inland parts there are elephants, 
bulfalos, and tygers; and a greater plenty of all forts 
of apes andmonkies than in any other part of Guinea. 
There are alio many deers and hares, the latter of 
which are much like tliofe of Europe. 

The tame be^fts are oxen, cows, goats, fheep, and 
hogs, all of which are large and well tailed. The hogs, 
in particular, are exceeding large, and the fkfli as 
white and fweet as thofe of England. This, indeed, is 
little to be wondered at; for the poorer fort of Negroes 
pay more regard to their hogs than to themfelves, and 
feed them much better. 

They have plenty of poultry, as cocks and hens, 
geefe, ducks, and turkies ; befides great plenty of 
wild fowl, as partridges, pheafants, thrufhes, pintados, 
wild duck, teal, woodcocks, ortolans, and ring-doves. 
There arc alfo many parrots, which are chiefly grey, 

with fome red feathers on the head, and the tips ofdieir 
wings and tails. 

Here are f.veral other forts of birds, whofe peculia- 
rities merit particular attention. The firit of thefe is 
the kurbalot, or rtfher : it is a fmall bird, about the 
fize of a fparrow, and its plumage is beautifully varie- 
gated ; the bill, which is as long as the body, is 
very ftrong and (harp, and is furnifhed on the in fide 
with fmall teeth, not unlike thofe of a faw. They build 
in high trees by the fides of the rivers, and their nefts 
are compofed of earth m'.xed with feathers and mofs. 
They make their nefts at the extremity of the mofl (len- 
der branches, where they hang by a reed or ftraw about 
a foot long: they are of an oval form, and are entered 
by a projection at the top that bends a little, fo that the 
infitle is perfectly fecure from the weather. Thefe 
birds not only By in the air, but (kirn on the furface of 
the water with prodigious fwiftnefs. They are exceeding 
numerous, and breed fo fait, that fometimcs a dozen 
nefts are found on the fame tree. 

1 he aigret is a bird of the heron kind, but is remark- 
able for the colour of its legs and feet, which are of a 
deep red. The body is about the fize of a goofe, and 
the teachers arc of a darkifh colour, intermixed with 
white: the neck is long, but the tail remarkably fhort: 
the bill near the head, is of abhieifh colour, but to- 
wsuus the point it is black. They are little ufed by the 
Negroes, their flefh being ill tailed. 7 

■mi ti n U !i ari i. hc,e is abom t,u " fi « of tht * Guinea hen, 
ant! the (klh of ,t exceeding good. The bill is of a whi- 
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tounrl Hi L T ur> 1 ne 1,GC * S ot the head, all 
^™ l ecyes, are of a bright brown j but the top of 

i<l^u U * thc ^ c r*> arc covcrcd with black 
WAihrii hanging a tittle ioofe, with narrow points. 




Others fom"; ^° ! t V 1 P^iwiion, being void of 

t!u a T Y a r° VC * c knrCS ' 1 h " toe? are only 

k4 ( T ,n 8 m «> »ndthcy are covered with 

T ct r f h,OUr ' lmt daws arc dulky, 
* " "amfel is very kflc.ni 

alio the lc n r rh ; kn, y islo »B and taper, as arc 

The feathers on the upper part of the 



wings and back are of a light colour ; but the tail, which 
is long and ragged, is black. The fides of the head 
are white, and from the top of it behind hangs a long 
tuft, which reaches for feveral inches down the back 
of the neck. It is a bird mucii efteemed among the 
Blacks, the flefh of it being firm and well tafted. 

The rivers here produce great plenty of various kinds 
of fifti, which are caught by the natives with lines; 
they being ftrangers to the ufe of nets. Among the fifh 
caught here is a remarkable one, called by the natives 
the ape or monkey fifh. The flefh is tolerably good* 
and greatly refembles lean beef in its tafte. It is a live* 
ly fifh, and fwims very fwift. When he appears firit 
on the furface of the water, before he takes the hook, 
his motions are truly diverting : he comes gently near 
it, looks at it, taftes it with the edge of his lips, and 
then quits it. After feveral evolutions, he at length 
fwallows it, and, when he is entangled, he throws him- 
felf into fuch poftures, as -to afford a moft laughable 
fcene to the fpectators. 

Here are great numbers of fnakes, or ferpents, but 
they are chiefly of two forts. The firft of thefe are 
black and poifonous but the other is quite harmlefs, 
and worfhipped by the natives. The poifonous fort 
are about twelve feet long, and three inches in diameter. 
They have a flat head, with two large crooked teeth, 
and always creep with their heads erect and their mouths 
open, and attack their prey with great eagernefs. 

The fetifh fnake has a large round head, with beau- 
tiful eyes : the tongue is fhort, pointed like a dart, and 
their motion is exceeding flow : their tail is flender and 
fharp, and the fkin very beautiful, the ground of it 
being white, with waved ftreaks or fpots of yellow and 
brown, agreeably intermixed. They are fo gentle, that 
they will not hurt any creature except the venomous 
ferpents, to whom they have the greateft enmity, and 
feem to take pleafure in deftroying them. Both Ne- 
groes and Whites handle and play with them without 
the leaft danger. 

Thefe fnakes are held in fo facred a light by the Blacks, 
that fhould either a Negro or a white man kill one of 
them, whether on purpofe or by accident, his life would 
pay for it. Of this the following tragical inftance is reci- 
ted by a late writer : " When the Englifh firft fettled 
in Whidah, a captain of that country having landed 
and houfed his cargo, his men one night found a fnake 
in the lodge, which not thinking any harm, they im- 
mediately killed, and threw out before the door. The 
Blacks next morning feeing the dead fnake, and the 
Englifh as innocently owning they had killed it, the 
natives mafiacred all that were in the lodge, fet fire to 
it, and deflxoyed all the goods." The Englifh, de- 
terred by this cruelty, difcontinued from going to trade 
there for fome time - t but at length fome of them again 
venturing, on their arrival, the Negroes fhewed them 
fome of thefe fnakes, and defired they would not hurt 
them, by reafon they were facred. This requeit the 
Englilh readily obeyed, and no material accidents have 
happened to them ever fince. 

If a white man fhould happen by chance to kill one of 
thefe ferpents, the only means to fecure him are to fly 
immediately to the king, and fatisfy him that it was not 
done defignedly ; in which cafe, and a handfome prc- 
fent made to the pricfts, he may probably efcape the 
rage of the populace; but even then his fituation is 
very dangerous. 

Before we quit this fubjedt we fhall take notice of a 
whimfieal (tory relative of one of thefe fnakes, as men- 
tioned by an Englifhman who fome time lefided on the 
foot. " A fnake (fays he) once placed himfelf over 
the table where I always dined, and though he mi'Wit be 
eafily touched, yet no perfon could be found who would 
venture to take him away. However, I was after- 
wards well paid for his lodging; for fome of the great 
men of Whidah dining with me one day, happening to 
talk about the fnakes, I glanced my eye to that which 
was over their heads, and told them, that not having 
eaten any thing for fourteen days he mull certainly ac 
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laft die with hunger if he did not fpeedily remove his 
quarters. My guclts anfwered, that although I was 
not aware of it, the fnake undoubtedly had part of my 
victuals out of the dilhes, which he knew how to come 
at. I took the hint, and next day told the king, in 
prefence of the fame pcrfons, that one of his fctifhes 
had made bold, uninvited, to eat at my table for four- 
teen days; adding, that I thought it was but reafonable 
that 1 mould be paid for his board, otherwife I fhould 
be obliged to ditcharge from my houfe this bold intru- 
der. The king, who was always diverted with fuch fort 
of difcourfe, defired me to let the fnake remain where 
it was, and promifed to provide both for him and me, 
which he accordingly did, by fending me a fine fat ox 
the fame evening.'* 

The fame writer lays, " If a fire breaks out, in which 
one of thefe fnakes happens to be burnt, all that hear 
of it flop their ears, and give money to reconcile them 
to the con fumed fetifh, of whom they have been lb care- 
lefs fince they believe he will quickly return, and re- 
venge himfelf on thofe who have been the occafion of 
his death. 

Perfons, Dre/s, Manners, Cujloms, l£c. ef the Negroes 

of W hid ah. 

THE Negroes of Whidah of both fexes are gene- 
rally tall, lofty and well proportioned. Their 
drefs con lifts of three or four ells of a (luff called 
Paen, which is wrapped round the waift, and then de- 
fcends to the middle of the leg. The women wear a 
filk garment, with two or three rows of fringes, the 
bottom of it covering the feet. Sometimes they wrap 
themfelvcs round with a piece of the beforementioned 
Huff" Paen, and bring part of it over the head and 
round the moulders like a mantle. The better fort of 
the men are diftinguilhed by theit hats, which they pur- 
chafe of the Europeans ; the larger they are the better 
they like them, and are particularly proud of them af- 
ter they are old and rufty ; others have bonnets made 
of deer or dogs fkins. They wear firings of pearls or 
coral on their necks, and have bracelets of the fame 
materials on their arms and wrifts. 

In general they are very illiterate. When two per- 
fons of equal condition meet in the morning, they 
both fall down on their knees, clap their hands, then 
rife, and mutually falute, by wifhing each other a good 
day. They pay particular refpect to their fuperiors, 
for when they chance to meet thefe they immediately 
fall on their knees, and kifs the earth thrice, clapping 
their hands, and congratulating them by wifhing them 
a good day or night, which the fupcrior returns by 
gently clapping his hands together, but without alter- 
ing his polture ; all which time the inferior continues 
on the ground till the other departs. The fame kind 
of ceremonies are alfo ufed by the younger to the elder 
brother, the children to the father, and the wives to 
their hufbands. 

The Whidah blacks are cleanly and afliduous in bu- 
fmefs ; nor will they ever leave any work they under- 
take till it is thoroughly complcated. Bcfides agricul- 
ture, the men make calabafhes, wooden utenfils, hard- 
ware, and feveral other things, which they execute with 
great neatnefs. The women are employed in fpinning 
and in planting and lowing their corn, yams, potatoes 
eve. The Whidah cloth is about two yards long, and 
about a quarter of a yard broad. It is of various co- 
lours, but thofe molt in life are either white or blue. 

Thofe that are wealthy, befides hufbandry, in which 
their wives and ilaves arc employed under them, drive 
on a very confider.ible trade, not only in flavcs, but in 
i nany other commoditi :s. 

They are moll artful thieves, and greatly addicted 
to gaming. When they have loft their money and 
other propel ty, they will play for their wives and chil- 
dren i and when they have loft them flake their own 
liberty, and thus become Haves to their countrymen, 
who fomctimts {ell them to the Europeans. 

i 



Polygamy is univerfally prevalent here u • 
uncommon thing for a poor man to have fortv nrfir° 
wives ; a chief or grandee three or four hundred 1 
a king as many thoufands. Thefe wives how 
may be considered only as fo many Haves, and, \ n Zld 
the principal part of thofe belonging to the Lev 



probably captives that happen to pkafc their 
who therefore rather chufc to keep them, than fell t) 
to the Europeans. lCrn 

Their marriage ceremonies are very cencife Wf 
a man fancies a young woman, he applies to her 
ther, and defires her for his wife, which is fcklorn 
fufed. He then prefents her with a fine pao ne or air" 
ment, as alfo necklaces and bracelets; after whicl? 1 
provides a giand entertainment, which concludes rV 
ceremony. If a flave is inclined to marry a girl J 
is the (lave of another he afks her of her matter witjl° 
out applying to her parents. The boys of this mar" 
riage belong to the mafter of the wife. 

The women here cannot be confidered in any other 
light than as Haves. They are in general obliged to 
till the ground for their hufbands j and even the favou 
rites, who are kept at home, are not exempt from la 
bouxi befides which they are obliged confhmtly to at" 
tend on their hufbands, and behave to them with the 
greateft fubmiflion. 

The prodigious number of flaves to be had here can 
be no caufe for wonder; for, from the multiplicity of 
wives each man has a great number of children iml\ 
reafonably be expected. It is no uncommon thing to 
fee fathers who have two hundred children living at the 
fame time : and it often happens that a man has half * 
dozen children born in a day, for they never cohabit 
with their wives while pregnant, which, indeed, is the 
only reafon that can be given for their being permitted 
to take fo many. A man's principal wealth confifts in 
the number of his children, whom he can difpofe of at 
pleafure, except his eldeft fon. On the death of the 
father the eldeft: ion inherits not only all his goods anil 
cattle, but his wives, which he immediately holds and 
retains as his own, except his mother, for whom, in cafe 
ihe defires it, he provides a feperate fubfiflence and 
apartment. This cuflom not only prevails among the 
common fort of people, but alfo the king and grandees. 

The Whidah blacks are equally fond of dancing and 
mu lie. 

Circumcifion is prafliled here, but the time of per- 
forming the operation is uncertain, fome doing it at the 
moll infant flate, and others not till the children are 
five or fix years old. 

They are fubject to feveral difeafes, particularly ma- 
lignant feveis, and the Ikfh \vorms. Thefe worms arc 
of diffeicnt fixes: in general they run about a foot in 
length, and are not thicker than a hair. They breed 
between the flcfli and the fkin, where they extend them- 
felves till they force a piflage, and not only men and 
women, but cattle are liibjedt to this di (order. Vari- 
ous conjectures have been formed relative to the caules 
of thefe worms, but the moil reafonable opinion :s, 
that of the unwholclbnv nefs of the water generally ti- 
ken out of pools or ponds. They caufc ext nu iaiinu 
pain, and difclole themfelvcs lbmetimes by cold lln- 
verings and fometimes by burning heat. In loir.c they 
are attended with a larpc (welling, in others with tar 
buncles and ulcers. The negroes ufe no rcnx\h for 
them, but let them come out freely, and afteiwaids 
treat the part either by w. idling it with hilt water or 
anointing it with frefh butter intermixed with lair. A 
late writer, fpeaking on this head, fays, " 'l he pain erf 
thefe worms is fo ext eflive, that a man would for rvrr 
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renounce all the profit of tiadim', on this eoail Militr 

than endure it." 

Their feveis are mofl prevalent in the niuinhs o 
June, July and Aujmlt. The worll and moll difficult 
diforder to cure is the dyfentery, which atiaiU Hun* 
gers at all feafons of the yeai. It commonly arilc* 
from eating the country fr fits to excels, or making 
themfelvcs too free with fpirituous li piers. 
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The people here are greatly alarmed in cafe of fick- 
efs- and the mention of death has fuch an effect on 
them that it frequently facilitates their illncfs. It is a 
Lpjtai crime to fpeak of it before the king, or any great 
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Th*-* fetiihes, or objects of religious worfhip among 
the W hid ah Negroes, are four in number, viz. the 
fnake, or ferpent, which is the principal j the trees j 
rhe fea; and Agove, or the god of counfels. 

The fnakes are kept in fetifh or religious houfes, built 
for that purpofe in groves and to thefe the people fa- 
crifice hogs, fheep, fowls, goats, &c. The pri ncipal 
fnake-houfe, or cathedral, is fituated about feven miles 
from the king's village, and is built under a beautiful 
and lofty tree. It is called the Grand Snake, being 
the largeft of them all, and is chiefly worshipped by 
the king and great men. The offerings made to this 
fnake are very confiderable, confiding not only of va- 
rious kinds of provifions, but alfo money, pieces of 
filk or (tuff, and all forts of European and African 
commodities. Thefe offerings are prefcnted to the 
prieft, or grand facrificer, who reconciles the difpofal of 
them with the idol in fuch a manner, as to enhance his 
own emolument,. 

An annual p Igrimage is made to the grand fnake by 
all the nobility, and great men of the kingdom, when 
the richeft offerings, and mod valuable prefents, are 
be (lowed. The grand mafter of the king's household 
alfo goes once a year in the king's name, and offers pre- 
fents to the fnake for the prefervation of the govern- 
ment. But the greateft piece of devotion paid to this 
idol, is the foiemn proceftion made after the coronation 
of a new king, the particulars of which are thus related 
by the ChevalieF de Marchais, which we have carefully 
tranflated into Englifh. 

" As foon as notice is given of thefe proceffions, 
the crowds are fo great from all parts of the kingdom, 
that it would be impoffible to pafs, if care was not 
taken to range them in order on each fide. For this end 
a great number of officers, with large rods or fwitches 
in their hands, go foremoft, to keep order and make 
way. Thefe oblige the people, gathered near the tenv 
pie gate, to fit on their heels, and keep filence. Next 
follow 40 of the mufketeers, four and four, with their 
captain at their head : then the king's trumpet-major, 
with 20 trumpets ; and after him the drum-major, with 
as many drums, beating as loud as they can: next the 
thief player on the flutes, with 20 muficians on the 
fame initrument. Thefe three bands are the king's 
chamber mufic, and fometimes play feparately, fonrfe- 
times together. Twelve of the king's wives, two and 
two, carrying the king's prefents to the ferpent, which 
confilhof bujis, brandy, linen, callico, andfilk. The 
king's valet-de-chambre alone, with a cane in his 
hand, bare-headed, and cloathcd like the grandees his 
pagne trailing on the ground. Twenty-one trumpets 
three and three. Forty foldiers with mufkets, four and 
lour. I wenty drums, two and two. Twenty flutes 
ditto. T weJvc of the king's wives of the third clafs 
with large bafkets of reeds on their heads, with vicWls 
the ferpent from the king. Three of the kind's 
jlHiiftrichlvclrvfled, and long pagnes trailing behind 
thrm, winch makes them look leis. The grand mafter 

l^ C l Tif m u nicS ' ba ™- h ™^. "is cane in his hand, 
J rt ffed like the grandees. Forty mufketeers, four and 
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headed, his cane in his hand, richly drefled like a gran- 
dec. Laftly, a body of 40 mufketeers clofing the pro- 
ceflion, with fome officers to keep off the mob. 

" As thefe feveral bodies arrived at the place of the 
ferpent, without entering the court, they proftrated 
themfelves, with their faces to the earth, at the gate, 
clapping their hands, throwing dull on their heads, and. 
giving (hours of joy. Mean time the men and women 
muficians, ranged on each fide, made an horrible 
noife, while the foldiers kept continually firing with, 
their mufkets. The king's wives, who carried his 
prefents, and thofe of the queen mother, waited, rang- 
ed in aline in the outer court, till that princefs entered, 
and delivered thefe prefents to the grand facrificer. In 
doing this (he was affifted by the king's valet-de-cham- 
bre, the mafter of the ceremonies, and the three ladies, 
of the palace, who were the only perfons admitted into 
the temple. It did not appear that this princefs was ad- 
mitted to fee the ferpent, for that is a favour not even 
allowed to the king, who is not fufTered to enter the 
firft hall, but makes his addreffes to the ferpent by the 
mouth of the grand facrificer, who brings back fuch 
anfwers as he thinks proper. After this the proceflion 
returned to Sabi with the fame order and ceremony as 
before." 

They invoke the fnake, or ferpent, on particular 
occasions, when they think their private fetifhes have not 
fufficient power to protect them. Thefe times are when 
they are afHifted with drought or rain, famine, or other 
public calamities. The common people go daily in 
large bodies to their fnake-houfe, with drums beating 
and trumpets founding, where they perform their wor- 
fliip, which confifts of certain fongs and dances to the 
honour of their idol, from whom they implore either a 
propitious journey, fair weather, a good crop, or what- 
ever elfe they (land moft in need of; to obtain which 
they prefent their offerings, and then return home. 

Their fecond public fetifhes are the trees. Thefe 
are very lofty ; and though they are formed by pure na- 
ture, yet they appear as if the greateft art had been be- 
ftowed on them. Thefe trees arc only prayed to, and 
prefenred with offerings in time of ficknefs, more efpe- 
cially fevers, for the reftoration of health. The facri- 
ces offered them con fift of loaves of millet, maize, or 
rice. Thefe the prieft places at the foot of the tree to 
which the patient is defirous of making his offering. If 
the latter compliments the former with a pecuniary pre- 
fent, he leaves them to be devoured by the beafts and 
birds i if nor, when the patient is gone, he takes them 
home, and converts them to his own ufe. 

Their third principal fetifh, the fea, they firmly be- 
lieve (and not without juft caufe) is able to do as much 
for them as the fnake or the trees. When thc weather 
isfo flormy as to hinder trade, the grand facrificer is 
confulted, and, according to his anfwer, a proceflion is 
made to the fea, where an ox or fhecp is killed on the 
fhore, letting the blood flow into thc water, and at the 
fame time throwing a ring into the fea as far as the 
ftrength of the arm will reach. The carcafe of the beaft 
facrificed is the property of the prieft, who difpofes of 
it in fuch manner as he thinks proper : fometimes he di- 
vides it among thc people, but in general he converts it 
to his own ufe. 

A K°y c > their fourth and laft public fetifh, is an image, 
made of black earth or clay, and in form fome what rc- 
fembles a Negro fquatting. It is placed on a kind of 
pcdeftal, ornamented with a flip of red cloth ( ordered 
with cowries : the head is crowned with lizards and fer- 
pents, intermixed with red feathers 1 and from thc top 
1 flues the point of an aflagaye that goes through a lar- 
ger lizard, beneath which is a filvcr crefcent. This idol 
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grand tfaxrific 
half caJabftfli 



in one of which are a number of fmall earthen (falls . 

With this idol the people genet ally advife before fhey 
commence any capital undertaking, for which rcafonhc 
is called thc god of councils. 



4 r 



The 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL, GEOGRAPHY, 



3J4 

The office of the priefthood is not, as in moft other 
countries, veiled in the males exckifively $ the females 
alfo enjoy it in a fuperior degree, being wholly exempt 
from the controul of their hufbands, who treat them 
with the utmoft reverence. Girls are trained to the 
priefthood, under the inflection of an old prieftefs, from 
whom they imbibe many abfurd principles and maxims, 
both as to religious tenets, ceremonies, and practices. 

The high pried, or grand facrificer, prefides over the 
reft, who pay him the grcateft: homage ; and even the 
king himfelf confiders him with equal refpect. The 
priefthood of the grand ferpent is peculiar to one fami- 
ly, of which the grand facrificer is the chief, all the 
others being fubjecfc to and dependent on him. The 
prielts, as well as the priefteffes, areeafily known by the 
icars and maiks on their bodies, made at the time they 
are initiated into the religious order. In other refpects 
they differ but little from the laity. They trade like 
other people, and gather confiderablc poffeflions by the 
fale of cattle and (laves : but their grcateft gains arife 
from the credulity of the people, from whom they ex- 
tort offerings and prefents for the great ferpent, which 
their deluded devotees imagine are religioufly beflowed. 

Government of Whidab, with the Punijhments inflifted on 

Criminals. 

THE civil and military government of Whidah is 
vefted in the king and his principal men : but in 
criminal cafes the king affembles a council, when he 
opens the indictment, and requires every perfon to de- 
clare his opinion what punifhment the offenders deferve, 
and according to the verdict the punifhment is imme- 
diately inflicted. Under the king are the feveral vice- 
roys, whom he appoints at pleafure, and who, in his 
abfence, have an unlimited power. He has alfo grand 
captains, who are viceroys over certain diftridls. Be- 
sides thefe, there are a great number of honorary cap- 
tains, and another fort that are entrufled with the care 
of the markets, flaves, prifons, &c. 

Murder and adultery are the only capital crimes here. 
For the firft offence the criminal is cut open alive, his 
entrails taken out and burnt, and his body fixed on a 
pole erected in the market-place, where it continues 
for fomedays, and is then carried to a remote place, to 
be devoured by birds or beafts of prey. 

Adulterv is punifhed no lefs ieverely than murder, 
efpecially when it is committed with one of the king's 
wives. If the guilty couple happen to he furprifed, the 
king pronounces fciitence of death immediately j the 
manner of executing which, according to a late writer, 
is thus performed: The king's ofhceis caufe two graves 
or pits to be dug fix or feven feet long, four broad, and 
five deep, fo near each other, that the criminals may 
fee and fpeak together. In the middle of one they 
plant a flake, to which they fallen the woman, tying 
her arms behind the poll : her legs are alfo tied at the 
knees and at the ancles. At the bottom of the other the 
king's wives lav bundles of fmall faggots, after which 
they retire; and two forks of wood being fattened by 
the officers at the ends, the man, flaik naked, is tied 
to an iron bar, like a broad fpit, with iron chains, that 
he cannot ilir, and laid acrofs the two fenks. They 
then let lire to the wood, fo that the flames may jult 
reach the body, which is thus roaflcd by a flow fire. 
This cruel punifhment would be lingering, if they did 
not take care to turn the criminal fo with his face down- 
wards, that the fmoak fufVocatcs him before he is quite 
broiled. When they no longer perceive figns of life, 
i hey untie the body, fling it into the pit, and fill it up 
with earth. When the man is dead, the women iflue 
from the palace, to the number of fif ty or fixty, richly 
dreflcd as on a feftival day. They are guarded by tlve 
king's mufketeers, accompanied by his drums and (lutes. 
Each carries on her head a hu ge pot of f< aiding water, 
which they pour one after another on the head of the 
female ( liiivina!, dead or not dead, and tliiow the pot 
after it. This done thev lojlen the body, take up the 



flake, and catting both into the pit, fill it up with 
and ftones. 



eartu 



h 



When the wife of a grandee is taken in adultery H 
ufband is at liberty to ufe his own difcretion, either to 



put her to death, or fell her as a flave to the Europeans 
If he determines on the former, fhe is ftrangled or be 
headed by the executioner, and the king is°fufficient}~ 
fatisfied on being made acquainted with the tact, 
injured hu fb and, however, has not any power over the 
man that cii {honoured him, unlefs he happens to catch 
him in the fact, when he has liberty to kill him on the 
fpot. If other wife, he mutt apply to the king for mf. 
tice, who ufually fentences the criminal to death. T| ie 
Chevalier Marchais, who was prefent at one of theft 
executions, gives the following account of it. « ^ 
grandee complained to the king that a private perfon 
had debauched his wife. His majefty, upon hearing 
the witneffes, paffed fentence, that the offender fhould 
be beaten to death wherever he could be found, and hi s 
body expofed for food to the birds and beads. The offi- 
cers belonging to the governor of Sabi immediately 
went in fearch of him, and found him almofl entering 
his own door, where they foon difpatched him with their 
clubs, and left the body as the king had ordered. The 
neighbours went to acquaint the captain of the feraglio, 
that the body would infect all that quarter before it cor- 
rupted, and intreated he would obtain the king's orders 
to have it taken from thence, or throw it into the fewer, 
where it could not affect any body. The officer repre- 
lented their complaint to the king, who replied, « If I 
did not punifh adultery with feverity, no pei fon in my 
kingdom could be fafe. The body fhall lie there till it 
be devoured or rotten. The people fhall fee it, and 
learn, at the expence of this wretch, how they invade 
their neighbour's bed. All I can grant is, that in the 
day time they may throw a mat over the body, leavin 
the face uncovered, that the criminal may be known 
as long as his features can be diftinguifhed.' Not con- 
tent with this, the king gave to the grandee, whom the 
deceafed had injured, all his effects, with his wives and 
flaves, to fell or difpofe of as he thought proper." 

Crimes of a more trifling nature are left to the vice- 
roys, who generally inflict either fome kind of penance, 
or a pecuniary mulct, which is always paid to the king. 

Ceremonies itjcd at the Coronation of the Kings of "Whtiel : 

ON the death of a king, the crown defeends to the 
eldeft fon, unlefs difapproved by the grandees 
who fometimes take upon them to veil it in a youngci 

branch of the family. 

'1 he time of the coronation is appointed by the gran- 
dees. It is fometimes protracted for months, Ionic 
times for years, but never more than feven. iHinnj', 
thefe intcivals the prandecs may be faid to govern ; 
but the kinrr, in all other inflances, is treated with that 
relpcdt whit h is due to Ins rank. 
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At the time appointed for the coronation, the pran- 
dees give intimation of it ro the kirn*, who alicmij r 
them in the palace, and after the council have clelim- 
rated on the meafurcs to be ufed in executing t! < _ 
mony, notice is given of it to the public, hy aciiu . . „ 
of cannon, and the news is foon circulated all out 

kingdom. r ,. nfnflVr- 

After fome previous ceremonies, confiding oi ^ 

ings made to the grarui ferpent, and a F^^l^'^^.r. 




having p.olhated'themfelves before the t*™* 1 ™ s> 
This part of the rncinony continues for tiir< 
during which the kind's women make the |uia« 
with their acclamations; and the pub u \ n ) jjfpiay 
by the firing of cannon, and an almoll mccium i 

of rockets fiom all pans of the town. 
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At the clofe of this ceremony, an ambaflador is de- 
rated by the grandees ofWhidah, to rcqueft one of the 
nobles of Ardrah (in whofe family the right has con- 
tinued time immemorial) to perform the office of 
crowning the Icing. This nobleman is conducted with 
great flare to Sabi, and having been fplendidly enter- 
tained for five days, on the evening of the fifth nine 
guns are fired at the palace, to give the people notice 
that the king will be crowned the following day. At 
the fame time one of his officers acquaints the directors 
of the European factories with the time and place, and 
invites them to be prefent at the ceremony. 

Jn the evening of the fixth day, about five o'clock, 
the king fets out from his feraglio, attended by 40 of 
his favourite wives, drefled in the mod fumptuotis 
manner, and rather loaded than ornamented with gold 
necklaces, pendants, and bracelets, foot-chains of gold 
andfilver, and the richeft jewels. The king is drefled 
in the moil: magnificent manner, and on his head he 
wears a gilt helmet, decorated with red and white fea- 
thers. He is attended alfo by his guards, and proceeds 
from the feraglio to the throne, which is placed in an 
angle of the court to the eaft of the palace, and is call- 
ed, The Court of the Coronation. 

The throne con fids of a large gilt arm chair a little 
elevated, with a velet cufhion richly laced "with gold, 
on which the king fits, having another of the fame qua- 
lity at his feet. On the left hnnd of the king are placed 
his 40 favourite women j on the right his principal 
grandees ; and on a line with them the chief Europeans 
of thcEnglifh factories. One of the grandees holds in 
his hand an umbrella, which is more for ornament than 
ule, as the ceremony is performed at night. It is made 
of the richeft cloth of gold, the lining embroidered 
with gold, and the edges adorned with gold fringes and 
taffals. On the top of it is the figure of a cock as large 
as the life, and the pole that fupports it is about fix feet 
long, and gilt. Another grandee kneels before the 
king, and keeps fanning hiui during the vhole ceremo- 
ny. Oppofite to his majeity are two of his dwarfs, who 
alternately icprefent to him the good .qualities of his 
predecefibr, extol his juftice, liberality,' and clemency, 
and exhort the king not only to imitate, but furpafs 
him ; and conclude their harangue with wifhes for the 
king's happinefs, and that his reign may be long and 
profperous. 

After thefe preparations, the grandee of Ardrah is 
conducted to the court of coronation, and fome forms 
having palled, and a general filence enfuing, the gran- 
dee pionounces diftinctly thefe words three times: 

Here is your kim»; be loyal to him, and your prayers 
ihall he heard by the king of Ardrah, my mailer s " af- 
««■ which he makes a low bow, and retreats. The 
cannon and fmall aims are immediately fired, the mufic 
itnkes up, and the acclamations are renewed. The 
grandee of Ardrah is then conducted in great Hate to 
ins apartments > after which the king, attended by his 

his guards, and th<- Kuropcans, return to the 
V^ r ,"Oj where the latter make their compliments to 
Aim as he enters the gate. The next day the king fends 
« jwml ome prefent to the Ardrah grandee ; after which 

' m l re ; urn Iw, not being fullered to remain 
th' rdays longer in the kingdom. 

^in^uoiuimiefbr (ilimi days, and the whole 

tl r . U Knuul proccflion to the houfe or temple 

01 the gi eat h i pear. r 

m Ki *?' ^ou/cboU Eftablifimem* Palace, Revenues, 

^pijh: king ofWhidah may be faid to had a life of 
fafi K. \ Fy . "^Ictice, his attention to public af 
tin c "ccafmnal. The greatell part of his 

^ars the fir A - T c * c . et * l *"H? numerous. She who 
the rcH ftm " lh * c,uef * is ilitUn K uifh«l from 

li^^ lS 1 ^ ,UmC o ( ^ ^^ll,el ' l, • or - ^thfyicrm ii, the 
t 8'ut wile. She poflcfTcs very great pi ivilcgcs. 
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If a man meets one of the king's wives in the ftreet, 
and fhould accidentally happen to touch her, flie is 
never permitted to enter the feraglio again, for both 
fhe and the man are immediately fold as (laves. If it 
appears there was any premiditated defign in their 
touching each other, the woman is Ibid, but the man 
is put to death, and all his effects confifcated to the 
king. For this reafon, fuch as have occafion to go to 
the palace, on their entrance immediately call out, ago, 
which fignifies, <f Make way, retire, or take care 
when the women place themfelves in a range on one 
fide, and the men walk as clofe as they can on the other. 
In like manner, when the king's wives go to walk in 
the fields, whoever meets them muft immediately fall 
on their knees, and continue in that pofition till they 
have paffed. 

Notwithflanding this deference from the people, his 
majeity has very little .refpect for his wives himfelC 
They attend him on all occafions like fervants ; and, 
inflead of his (hewing any affection, he generally treats 
them with the mod haughty contempt. Confidering 
them only as flavCs, on the mod trifling occafions, he 
will fell a number of them to the Europeans j and even 
fbmetimes, when fhips are waiting on the coaft for 
Oaves, he will fupply them with whatever number they 
want to complete their complement. Thefe deficien- 
cies are fupplied by the amduity of his captains, or go- 
vernors of the feraglio, who go about the ftreets, and 
feize fuch girls as they think will be pleaiing to the 
king, nor dare any of his fubjects make the leaft objec- 
tion or refiftance. Thefe officers immediately prelent 
them to the king; and as they "are the moft handfome 
they can felect, his majeity is fometimes particularly 
attracted by their beauties. When this happens to be 
the cafe, the object that moft ftrikes his fancy is ho- 
noured with his company for two or three nights, after 
which fhe is difcarded, and obliged to pafs the remain- 
der of her life in a (late of obfeurity ; for which reafon 
the women are fo little defirous of becoming wives to 
the king, that they would rather prefer a life of celi- 
bacy. 

The king's palace is magnificently furnifhed, and 
abounds with all the elegancies and luxuries of Europe. 
Me obferves great ftate on all public occafions. No 
fubject is permitted to fee him, unlefs his bufinefs be of 
a peculiar nature, and he has obtained the royal permif- 

in which cafe he is ufhered in by the high pricft, 
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before whom he muft proftrate himfelf, as welfasto 
the king. Even his grandees (except when a general 
council is called) fincl fome difficulty in obtaining an 
audience ; and when they do, muft appear before him 
in the moft humiliating form. They advance creeping 
to a certain diflancc, till the king, by clapping his 
hands fo ft ly, gives them leave to fpeak, which they do 
in a low tone, with their face almolt to the ground ; af- 
ter which T hf-y retire in the fame manner they advanced. 
The captain of the fcras»lio, and the grand lacriftcer, or 
high pried, are the only perfons that are permitted to 
enter the feraglio without per million fir It obtained from 
the king ; but if they want to fpeak to him, they muft 
pay the fame homage as any other fubject. The Euro- 
peans, however, are exempted from thefe flavifh cere- 
monials, being granted an audience whenever they defire 
it, and treated with every token of refpect. 

The king's revenues arife from his lands, and a duty 
upon all commodities fold in the markets, imported or 
exported. They are under the infpection of governors, 
who execute their truft without any emolument what- 
ever. I Ie alfo receives a moiety of all the tolls and fines 
in his vice-royalties. The revenues arifing from the 
Have trade are very confiderahle, the king receiving 
three rix-dollars for every Have fold in his dominions. 
Kvery Kuropean vefTel alfo pays him a pecuniary duty, 
exclufive of pre ferns, which they make to the king for 
his protection, and the liberty of trading in his domi- 
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Trade of fVhidah in general. 



THE chief articles of trade are fives, elephants 
teeth, wax, and honey. Markets are eftablifhed, 
and regulations formed, for carrying on commerce. 
The women, in many inftances, are die chief agents, 
and deemed the bell accomptants. 

Slaves are paid for in gold dud; but the payments 
for other commodities are made in firings of cowries, 
each of which contains forty in number. Five of thefe 
firings make what the natives call a fore ; and fifty fores 
make an alkove, which generally weighs about fixty 
pounds. 

The various productions of thefc markets, and the 
regular manner in'which the refpective articles are dif- 
pofed, would afford a plcafing fight, were not f laves in- 
cluded; but to behold a number of men, women, and 
children Jinked together, and arranged like beafts, is 

really (hocking. 

The kingdom of Whidah was greatly reduced in 

point of the number of its inhabitants, as well as the 
ftructure of its buildings, through the conquefl: obtained 
over it in the year 1726, by the king of Dahamoy, a 
neighbouring prince. He or his fucceflbrs have pre- 
served the authority he then attained ever fince. It is 
at this time confidered only as a province, and its king 
as a tributary prince: though the inhabitants are under 
the fame laws and government, and pofTcfs the fame in- 
digencies in their religious maxims, as before it was 
conquered. 

The city of Sabi is very fmall in comparifon to what 
it was before its being reduced to allies. At that time it 
was at lead four miles in circumference. The houfes 
were neatly built, and the ftreets long, fpacious, and 
uniformly difpofed. The houfes belonging to the 
factors were built in the European tafte, and contained 
many neat and commodious apartments : on the firft 
floor of each was a fpacious hall, with an elegant bal- 
cony in front ; and beneath, on the ground floor, were 
warehoufes for the accommodation of their goods. The 
town was fo exceeding populous, that, notwithftanding 
the breadth of the flreets, it was fomctimes attended 
with difficulty topafs them. 

Markets were daily held in different parts of the city, 
where various forts of European, as well as African 
commodities, were expofed to public fale, as alio 
abundance of all kinds of provifions. Near the Euro- 
pean factories was a fpacious place ornamented with 
lofty and beautiful trees, under which the merchants 
and governors of the city every day alTembled to tranfact 
bufinefs. But all theft fine places were deflroyed, nor 
is there a (ingle remnant left of the magnificence and 
fplcndor that once graced this populous city. 



Kingdom or Andram, 

THIS kingdom, which is populous, and contains 
many good town.-, and villages, is bounded on the 
rati by the kingdom of Benin, on the weft by that of 
Whidah, and on the fourh by the Gulph of Guinea. 
It is very narrow towards the fca, but widens confidera- 
My, and is divided into two parts, did inguifhed by the 
names of Great and Little Ardrah. 

The country in general is Hat, and being well wa- 
tered by feveral fmall rivers in different pans of it, the 
foil is fertile, and produces great (quantities of Indian 
wheat, millet, yams, potatoes; as alio feveral kinds of 
fruits, particularly oranges, lemons, cocoa-nuts, ba- 
nanas, and pint-apples. 

In manners, eulloms, drefs, religion, &c. the inha- 
bitants of this kingdom differ but little from thole of 
Whidah. They are cleanly in their perfons, warning 
themfelves every morning and evening in pure water, 
and anointing themfelves with civir, or fume aromatic 
perfume. 

Rice, pulfe, lieibfi, ami roots, with beef, mutton, 
and dog's flcih, confUtuie their common food, Tfceir 



ordinary drink is the beer called pita, which th 

rally mix with water ; but the better fort drin^ gCnc * 

pal in . 



wine 



Thofe who live near the fea-flde are emnU , ■ 
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habitants dedicate their time folely to the cuJtiv ' 
their lands, and breeding cattle. atl 

Like the natives of thefe climes, they are in 
illiterate; for which reafon, in buying and fell i n <?? lCt f* 
they make ufe of cords tied in knots, each of whid 1 
a particular fignification known only to themfelves » 
thofe who are accuftomed to deal with them q 
few of the better fort underftand the Portuguese to™ 
which they not only fpeak fluently, but alfo read a ♦ 
write with great accuracy. IK * 

every man takes a* 

many wives as he thinks proper. As no deference k 
paid to birth or fortune, the pooreft man has liberty £ 
pay his addrefles to a woman of the greatefl qualitv 
but if fhe rejects him on the firft vifit, he is not allowed 
to make a fecond. Little ceremony is ufed in their 
marriages, the chief thing confiding in the mutual con 
fent of the parties, and their refpective parents : when 
this is obtained, the bridegroom prefents his bride with 
a callico paan, and invites all her relations, and his own 
likewife, to an entertainment, when he declares to the 
company that he takes the woman for his wife, and 
this public acknowledgment concludes the ceremony. 

Men of fuperior rank marry girls at ten or twelve 
years of age i but they do not confummate till they 
have kept them feveral years in the character of fervants 
When the time is fixed for cohabiting, they prcfent 
their brides with a piece of cloth, or fliort frock ; and 
an elegant entertainment is provided for the relations of 
both parties. 

They generally bury their dead in a vault under the 
houfe they inhabited in their life- time. The king is the 
chief perfon exempted from this cuftom : he is buried 
in fome remote place from the palace i and many un- 
happy (laves fall victims on the occafion. 

Their religious maxims are alfo much the fame as 
thofe in Whidah, only they do not worfhip the feipem, 
on the contrary, they not only kill them, bur are ex- 
ceeding fond of their flefh. They are greatly alarmed 
at ficknefs, and tremble at the very name of death. 

A perfon taken fick fends for a pried, who imme- 
diately goes to him, and facrifices fome animal for the 
recovery of his health. Tiie pried rubs the patient's 
fetifh with the blood, but the flefh of the animal 1* 
thrown away. 

The fetifhes belonging to the king and court aie ap- 
pointed by the high pried, and are birds of a black co- 
lour, not unlike the crows in England. Prodigious 
numbers of thefe are kept in the gardens of the palace j 
and it is equally criminal to pay difrefpect to (hem here, 
as it is to the grand fcrpent at Whidah. The fetillu ; 
of the common people confift of a paitk ulai flonr, a 
piece of wood, or fome inanimate fubflance, which 
they always keep hid in their houfe underneath an 
earthen pot. I ; . very fix months they make a public of- 
fering to thcpiieflin honour of their fetifh, aitue I mv 
time afkingthe idol feveral qucltions relative to their 
future welfare. 

Such are the laws of Ardrah, that whoever dilobcy. 
the king's commands is beheaded, and his wives and 
children become the king's flaves. Infolvent demon, 
are left to the mercy of their creditors, who have liberty 
to pay themfelves by felling them foi flaves. The lame 
punifhment is alfo inflicted on him who has debauched 
another man's wife. The punifhment for adultery com- 
mitted by the women, and other crimes, are the tame 



as at Whidah. 




The court Is kept with great 



AFRICA.] 

ftroyed in the year 1726. 

fpl The kinc feldom goes abroad ; when he does, it is 
. A orivate a manner, that few of his fubjetfs fee him. 
£ keeos a ~reat number of women, with whom his 
rime is chiefly employed. The principal of thefe has 
h title of queen, with this prerogative, that in cafe 
W maiefty denies her any thing fhe has occafion for, fhe 

av fell forr.c of his other wives to fupply her wants. 
111 The king always eats alone ; and when he drinks, a 
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officer makes a fignal, by {biking two fmall rods of iron 
sether, in order that all who are within fight may turn 
wav and not look at his majefty ; for to fee him drink 
? a capital offence, and the punifhment for it is death. 
An inftance of this was once manifefted in an infant, 
who being afleep by the king was awakened with the 
noifeofthe rods; and his majefty obferving that the 
child cad its eyes on him while the cup was at his mouth, 
he immediately ordered it to be put to death. 

Whoever prefents any thing to the king offers it on 
his knee ; and the like refpect is fhewn even to the pro- 
vifions feton the table. Thofe who happen to be in the 
way of the officers when they carry them, profirate 
themfelves with their faces to the earth, and dare not 
rife till the difhes are out of fight. 

Europeans are treated by the king and grandees of 
Ardrah with the fame rcfpecl as at Whidah. 

The chief commodity purchafed here by the Euro- 
peans is (laves - 9 and the articles they fell the natives 
confift of cowries, (which are the current coin of the 
kingdom,) flat iron bars, gilt leather, white and red 
damafk, red cloth, copper bowls or cups, brafs rings, 
beads or bugles of feveral colours, looking-glaffes, fire- 
locks, mufkets, gun-powder, &c. 

Little Ardrah, as it is called by the Europeans, and 
by the natives Offra, is a large and populous town, 
and, like t-he capital, enclofed with walls. 

The country of Dahamoy, whofe powerful king 
conquered the kingdoms of Ardrah and Whidah, is 
fituated to the north of the Slave Coaft, and extends a 
confiderable way inland. This country is very whole- 
fome, as it lies high, and is daily rcfrefhed by fine 
cooling breezes •; and from it, though at a confiderable 
diftance, may be feen the kingdom-of Great Popo. 

The king's palace is at a town called Abomay, 
fituated 200 miles up in the inland country. He is a 
very powerful prince, and always keeps a confiderable 
ftanding army; but it confifts only of foot-foldieis. 
He has fot his enemies a nation called Joes, who live a 
great way to the north towards Nubia, and all fight on 
horieback. 

SECTION II. 
The GOLD COAST. 

Boundaries, Biviftons. Climate. Manner of gathering 

Gold. 

THE Gold Coaft is bounded on the caft by the 
Slave Coaft, on the weft by the Tooth or Ivory 
Coaft, on the north by Negroland, and on the fouth by 
the Ocean. It includes feveral diftrifts. Thefe d, drifts 
contain lomc onC) tW0j or morc towns or villages, lv- 
i"g on the fea fhore, either under or between the Euro- 
Fan forts or caftles. However, thefe villages are only 
tor the convenience of trade and Mining, for the principal 
towns he within land, and arc very populous. 

1 , ( . f)a, J lycm S Huiated within the <th decree of 
north latitude, thr hear is exceflive from October to 
^archi but in the other fix months th« climate is tole- 
MWv temperate. . The coaft Ls very unhealthy, owiiur 
to the extreme heat of the day, and the coolnefs of the 
X ;. to w, "ch "»y be added the damp fulplu.roi.s 
J] s. that anfe every morning from the mountains. 

m n ih r a F ° M ,U i frtc l ucm herr, particularly in the 
Efi «? ^S^* ««" J«nr. 1 Thdc are" violent 
ttoims -of wind rifing iuckfcnly from the eaft and fouth- 



eaft, and fometimes from the north, with a few points 
to the weft. They are generally attended with repeated 
claps of violent thunder and dreadful lightning, with 
prodigious Ihowers of rain falling like 'a flood, and an 
uncommon darknefs. They fometimes laft an hour, 
and fometimes two or more* but as foon as they are 
over, the weather immediately becomes clear and fine. 
If they happen in the dimmer feafon, which is fome- 
times the cafe, they are not fo violent as in the winter, 
but they are more incommodious both to land and fea- 
faring people, being ufually followed by cold rains, fo 
heavy and conftant tor feveral days together, that they 
feem to threaten a deluge. 

The inland countries throughout abound with mines. 
Gold is alfo gathered on the fea-fhore by the following 
method. In the morning fucceeding a rainy night 
numbers of the natives go to the fea fhore, each being 
furnifhed with two calabafhes, one of which they fill 
with earth and fand. This they wafh with many waters 
by turning the calabafh round ; the water, with the 
lighteft ot the mud, wafhing over the brim, while the 
gold, if there be any, finks by its own weight to the 
bottom. Thus they continue till two or three fpoonsfull 
are only left, and this they put into the other calabafh ; 
then fill the other again, and continue wafhing till 
about noon, when the calabafh that receives the fc ti- 
lings being pretty well filled, is taken home and mi- 
nutely fea relied. They fometimes find as much gold 
as is worth half-a-guinea, fometimes the value of a mil- 
ling, and fometimes none at all. 

Vegetable and Animal Productions. 
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t | A HE Gold Coaft abounds with a variety of trees. 

One of the mod remarkable, r.nd which grows 
in great bundance, is the papay tree. The fruit at firft 
is produced at the top of the trunk without any 
branches ; but as the tree grows older it fiioots out 
branches towards the top, which refemble young Hock:, 
whereon lskewife fruit grows. 

The inland countries on the Coaft of Guinea are in 
general fertile, and produce feveral forts of grain, par- 
ticularly maize and millet, which grow in great abun- 
dance. They have alfo feveral kinds of vegetables and 
roots. 

Palm-trees grow herein abundance, and are of infi- 
nite fervice to trie natives, not only from the wine that 
flows from the trunk, but the oil which they extract 
from their nuts. They have alfo plenty of various kinds 
of fruits, as plumbs, pears, oranges, citrons, cocoa- 
nuts, and figs : to which may be added ananas, water- 
melons, and the kormantin apple. The laft fruit is 
morcpeculiar to this country than any other : it is about 
the fize of a walnut, and has a green hufk ; but the 
outer rind is of a yellowifh caft, fomewhat inclining to 
red. In the core are four large fiat kernels feparatcd 
by the pulp, which is red and white, of a fwcetifh tart 
tafte, but molt inclining to the latter. It is a very 
agreeable and refrefhing fruit, and of infinite fervice to 
thofe afilicled with the blocdy-flux; for it is very aflrin- 
gent, and, when boiled with wine and fugar, is not 
only more uleful, but more plcafant than tamarinds. 

The tame animals of this country arc bulls, oxen, 
cows, fheep, goats, and hogs i but the paflurc is fo in- 
different, that they are, in general, exceeding poor 
and fmall. The cows yield but little milk ; and one 
of the heft, when full grown, is fo light, that it will not 
weigh above 2501b. The fheep are not above half the 
fize of thofe of Europe ; and, inllead of wool, then bo- 
dies are coveted with long fhaggy hair. Thr goa f s 
are very plentiful, but fmall in propoit ion to thole, of 
Fairope. However, the flefh is veiy fat and fwwct, 
and greatly preferred to that of Ihccp. 

Their chief ilomcftic animals are dogs :i,al cats. The 
Negroes frequently eat the foinier, and aie very foiul 
of them, inlnmuch that they will not only give a ilieep 
for one of them, but alfo iomething to boot. They 
piefer dog's M< lh to any other, and coiilider it in rh« 
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fame light as the Europeans do venifon. The dogs 
here are much like our foxes, and have long, upright 
ears. Their tails are long, but taper, and without 
hair: the flun is alio naked % ami they never bark, but 
only howl. They are very difagreeab le to the fight, 
but much more lb to the touch. . The blacks call them 
Cabra Je Matio, which, in the Portuguele, ignihes a 
wild *oat> and fo univerfally are they admired in 
this country, that in ibme places they breed them for 
fale, and carry them to the markets, where they fetch a 
much better price than the fheep. 

Cats arealfo greatly efteemed by the Negroes, but 
they do not eat them, unlefs out of necemty. If they 
are oood moufers they value them much, as they are 
prudigiouny peflered with various forts of vermin. 
They are in general very handibme, and are called by 

the natives ambaio. . . 

The wild beafts, both on the coaft and in the inland 
parts, are of various forts. Among thefe none aie 
more dimnguilhed than the elephants j for though in 
other parts thefe animals are rendered docile and uietul, 
yet heie they are never tamed. NotwithfV nding this 
they feldom hurt any one, nor is it an eafy matter to 

provoke them. . 
A celebrated traveller, in his defcription of Guinea, 

relates the following ftory of one of thefe animals. 
« One morning an elephant came to El Mina, walking 
eafily along the fhorc under the hill of St. Jago. Some 
Negroes were fo bold as to go to him without any thing 
in their hands : he fufTered them toencompafs him, and 
went quietly along with them under mount St. J^go, 
where one of our officers fhot him above the eye : but 
this, and the following fhot, which fome Negroes now 
poured on him, did not even make him mend his pace, 
and he only feemed between whiles to threaten the Ne- 
groes, by pricking up his ears, which were of a piodi- 
gious fize. He, however, went on, and foon entered 
our garden. This drew feveral people together. He 
had broke down four or five cocoa-trees, and, in our 
prefence, he broke down five or fix more; when the 
flrength he feemed to ufc in breaking down a tree 
might be fitly compared to the force exerted by a man 
in knocking down a child of three or four years of age. 
While he flood here above an hundied fhot were fired 
at him, which made him bleed as if an ox had been kill- 
ed. But this did not make* him ttir ; he only fit up 
his ears, and nude die men apprehend that he would 
follow them. At lengtii a Negro going loftly behind 
him, wantonly got hold of his tail, and was going to 
cut off a piece of it : but the elephant giving the Negro 
a blow with his trunk, and drawing him to him, trod 
upon him two or 'hre»* times, and, as if that was not 
fufficient, gored two holes in his body with his teeth, 
large enough for a man's double fifl to cnt«*r. I Te then 
let him lie, and even flood Hill while two Negroes ven- 
tured to fetch away the body, without offering to hurt 
them. At length the elephant, aftei he had been about 
an hour in the garden, wheeled about as if he intended 
to fall on us, on which we all flew to the fore door, in 
order to make our efeape ; but he followed none of us, 
but going to the back door threw it to a great diftance; 
then turning from it, walked through the garden hedge, 
and proceeding flowly to the river by mount St. Jago, 
bathed himfelf. Having thus rcfrelhed himfelf a little, 
he came out of the river, and Hood under fome trees by 
fome of our water-tubs, where he alio cooled himfelf", 
and then broke the tubs in pieces, as he did alfo a canoe 
that lay by them. The firing here renewed, till the 
elephant at hill fell i after which tin y cut off his trunk, 
which was fo haul and tough, that it coft the Negroes 
thirty flrokes before they could fepar.ite it, whic h mufl 
have been very p;\inful to the elephant, fince it made 
him mar, which was the only noife I heard him make. 
I k* was no lboner dead, than the Negroes fell on him in 
crowds, each cutting off as much as he could \ fo that 
he furnilheJ great numbers with food. Thofe who 
pretended to ur.deriland elephant (hooting, afterwards 
told us, that we ought 10 have fhot iron bullets ; indeed, 
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ours were not only of lead, but too fmall, and theref 
moft of them had rebounded from his hide *.,A ° fC 
few penetrated his fkull." ' and v ^ 

Elephants here arc very numerous, as are lik cw *r. 
tigers, jackalls, apes, and monkies. i here are alL 
wild boars, but not fo rapacious a; " ' 

tries, and their flefh is very good. 

Be fides the wild beads of a voracious nature, thei 
are others, as harts, antelopes, and hares. Theft ^ 
of thefe are of various forts. 

Here are alfo feveral foi ts of wild cats, fome of which 
are fpotted like tigers, and are very fierce and mif. 
chievous. Among thefe is the civet-cat, called bv the 
Negroes kankan, and by the Portuguefe gatos dtal?al\a. 
They generally vex and teaze them before they°take 
out the mufk from the bag ; for the more the animal 
is enraged previous to this operation, the better will be 
the civet. The bag which contains the civet is largeft 
in the male. The liquor of which the civet confiils 
appears to be excreted from ceitain glands that lie be- 
tween the coats that compofe the bag from which the 
civet is taken. 

Here are fome porcupines, which are, in general 
about two feet in height, and their teeth are remarka- 
bly fharp. They are very dating, infomuch that the/ 
will attack the largeft and moft dangerous fnakti. 
When irritated they fhoot their quills at the enemy, and 
with fuch violence that they oftentimes piove fatal 
The Negroes elleem their fiefh as a great delicacy. 

There are feveral other animals on this pait of the 
coaft of Guinea, and, among the reft, that remarkable 
one called by the natives pofto, but more <-enera!!y 
known by the name of the Uoth, and is laid to be the 
moft ugly creature jn the univerfe. This animal isfo 
flow in irs motion, that it cannot travel above twemy 
yards in a day. The head is flrangely difprorortioncc, 
and the fore feet greatly refemble hands, 'i he hair of 
the young ones is of a pale moufe-colour, but that of 
the old is red, and looks more like wool than hair. 
The female, when big with young, climbs the trunk 
of fome old tree, in which there is an hollow, fiom 
fome accidental decay, at a diftance from the gjouni 
Here fhe depofits her young, which are generally two 
in number. During die time (he fuckles her young 
flic continues in the fame hole, and though that period 
is very ihort, before it is expired fhe bee on ts aimolt 
emaciated. When the young are able to crawl after 
her, (lie leads them to the nearefl branches of the trie, 
where they devour the leaves fiift of one and then ano- 
ther. When the tree is quite ftripped they are obliged 
to feck a new place of abode. The journey, however, 
to the next tree takes up no fmall time in performing, 
and though the creature is fat and in good condition ;:t 
the time he leaves his former habitation, >cr, !,c!<>:e he 
has reached his new one, he becomes as poor ami lean 
as pofTible ; and if the tree is high, or at any thllann', 
and he meets with nothing on his journey, he inevinhly 
dies with hunger. While it is thus travelling flowlv »n 
the ground, any beaft may kill and devour it Ini 1 |> 
entirely defencelefs, and, when attacked only in. : ■ - 
a noife like the crying of a kitten. The cl^* 1 
of this animal are its (low pace, and its having the or. 
feet longer than thofe behind, with three claws on t* » 

f °°In the woods is another four-footed animal calld hy 
the Negroes quoggelo. They knock them on ihc hu . 
fell their fkins to the European,, and eat then M 
which they fay is exceeding white and p akuu > <• 
a very inoffcnfivc creature, and will not W\ *V .;; 
It lives on pifmires, catching them with us tony . 
which is extremely long and glutinous. . 

The guano is an amphibious creature, and b rut y 
refembles a crocodile, but is very inoflen five. 

The poultry here confifts of cocks and .iv , R ; 
ducks, Vurkii and pigeon. I hew^ 
lards, pheafants, and partridges: bench w » &c 
have peacocks, fieldfares, cranes ring- ckr , 
There arc alfo great number* of parroo, paioq 
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eagles, kites, green-birds, and feveral others peculiar 
"ft"*??!*- here for ufe are the wild ducks 

Jch arc v 7 Jtf& r^^£*&£ 

wild" ~ --ding beautifuh 
r- c cown bird found on this coaft is more beautiful 
rhanriofe in the other parts of Guinea. They are about 
e fizc of a ftork, and receive their name from a large 
rr rhat crows on their heads, fome of which are red, 
l Tj s blul and fome of a mining gold. Their bodies 
chiefly covered with black feathers j the fides of 
rheir heads are beautified with purple fpots ; and the 
feathers of their wings and tails are of different colours, 
as red yellow, white, and black. Their tails are very 
long, and the Negroes pluck their feathers to ornament 

l ^ C yheGo\d Coaft abounds with reptiles and infects. 
They have many fnakes, fome of which are large and 
venomous : alfo large fcorpions, fome of which are as 
biff as fmall lobfters, having a bladder full of poifon at 
the end of their tails, which they difchargeat their ene- 
mies with pleafure. 

Locufls are very numerous here, and ioinctnnes 
make great destruction among the corn and vegetables. 

The millipedes, or hog-lice, are very numerous ; 
and though their fting is not fo dangerous as that of 
the fcorpions, yet it occafions a very fharp pain for 
fome time. 

Among the infects here the moft remarkable are 
the large ants, which differ from thofe in other parts of 
the world. Thefe are of various forts and colours : 
fome are white, others black, and fome red. They 
very rapacious, and will fome times attack a living 
fheep, which, in a night's time, they will reduce to a 
perfect fkeleton, leaving not the leafc thing except the 
bones. Fowls and chickens frequently fliare the fame 
fatej and even rats, though fuch active animals, are 
not able to efcape. As foon as one of thefe animals is 
attacked by the ants, his deftruction is at hand j for 
they gather in fuch prodigious numbers that they foon 
over-power him ; nor will they quit him till they are 
fufHciently formidable to carry him off to fome conve- 
nient place, when they immediately fall to work, and, 
in a fhort time, reduce it to a mere fkeleton. A late 
writer fays, " If thefe little animals have not a lan- 
guage (as many believe they have) yet they certainly 
have fome method of communicating their thoughts, as 
1 experienced in the following manner : when I faw 
two or three ftraggling ants on the hunt, I would kill a 
cock-roach, and throw it in their way. As foon as they 
found what it was, they fent away tor help, while the 
other one Haiti and watched the dead body, till their 
comrade returned at the head of a large poflc, who, if 
they found themfclves too few to carry off the prize, 
detached a fecond meffenger for a reinforcement." 

The gnats are another plague on this eoaft, efpecially 
near woods and marifiy grounds. They fting very 
flurp, and raife prodigious fwellings, attended with 
violent pain. They are moft troublelbmc in the night, 

and frequently oblige the inhabitants to defeit their ha- 
bitations, 

Ferfons, Difpofithns, Buildings* Furniture, Diet, Em- 
ployment, Marriage Ceremonies, Mechanical Skill, 
Diver/ions, Difeafes, Funeral and Religious Solemni- 
ties, Claffcs, Government, Weapons, Mode of cn^agin^ 
with an Enemy, fcrV. fcrV, of the Natives of the Cold 
(.'oaJL 

TI IK natives of the Gold Coalt are, in general, of 
a middling ft umc, and well proportioned. They 
Juve fnarkiing eyes, fmall ears, and lofty eye-brows. 
1 heir teeth are very white, and tolerably well ranged. 
1 heir hps arc red, and not fo thick as thofe of the in- 

nf i , nTI In tIu ' othcr IWts of Guinea. They are broad 
fconUlcred, have large arms, thick hands, and long 
""gm. '1 hey anoint their bodies every morning with 
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palm-oil, fo that their fkin is very fmooth and flcek : 
but exclufive of this, they confider that practice as very 
wholefome, and a prefervative from vermin, which 
they are naturally apt to breed. 

In ftature the women are rather (horter than the m^n # 
but very ftrait and well proportioned: they have fine 
fparkling eyes, fmall mouths, and beautiful teeth: 
their nofes are in general high, and a little crooked ; 
and they have all long curling hair. They are good 
houfe wives, very cleanly in their perfons, and have ex* 
cellent conftitutions. They are naturally fober and in- 
tiultrious, but proud, artful, and covetous. 

The men in general have excellent memories, and 
are very quick of apprehenfion, but are naturally floth- 
ful and indolent, fo that they arc only induftrious from 
neceflity. Thofe of confequence walk with their eyts 
fixed on the ground, feldom looking about, or taking 
notice of any one, except it be a perfon of higher rank; 
but to their inferiors they fhew fuch contempt, that they 
will not even deign to (peak to them. 

They are generally very complaifant to ft rangers, 
pay great refpeet to the Europeans in particular, and 
are highly pleafed with their accuftomed civilities. 

There is a diftinction in their drefs according to rank) 
but that of the women is far fuperior to that of the men. 
The lower clafs wear only a piece of cloth round the 
waift, and another between the thighs, fattened with a 
girdle. The garments of the better fort are compofed 
of linen, filk, or fluff : they are made two or three ells 
long, folded round the waift, with the ends hanging 
down to their ancles. They drefs their hair in a variety 
of forms, decorate it with different trinkets, and wear 
ornaments in their ears, round their necks, and on 
their arms and legs. 

Their habitations in the inland parts are much better, 
and more uniform, than thofe on the coaft. Some of 
their villages are fo conftructed as to form narrow lanes, 
in the center of w hich is an open place, adapted not 
only as a market for the fale of provifions and other 
commodities, but alfo as a place of diverfion for the in- 
habitants. 

The dwellings of the better fort are built of the fame 
materials as thofe of the common people, but are more 
lofty and fpacious. 

Thehoufes in general have fmall huts adjoining to 
them, moft of which are divided into different apart- 
ments, by partitions made of rufhes, bound clofe toge- 
ther : thefe apartments are adapted for their wives, each 
woman having one to herfelf. 

Each family has a granary or (lore -houfe without the 
town, where they keep their wheat, millet, and other 
grain. 

A few ftools, fome earthen pots to hold water and 
drefs victuals, and a few fmall wooden cups, are the 
whole of their furniture. The poorer fort have only a 
mat to lie on, which they fpread on the ground, and 
fome of them cover themfelves with the (kins of beafts. 
The better fort ufe ouilts made of rufhes, on which 
they lay a fine mat with a bolder, and by it keep a large 
kettle with water to walh them. They all keep a good 
fire in their bed-room, to preferve them againft the 
damp of the rainy feafon, and always lay with their feet 
towards it. 

As to their diet, they prefer either fiefh or fifli that 
(links, to that which is fweet and wholefome. Their 
common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con- 
fillcnce of bread ; or, inftead of that, yams and pota- 
toes, over which they pour a little palm oil, and mix 
with it fome herbs, and a fmall quantity of ftinking fid.. 
They take up their victuals with their fingers, and eat 
it veiy greedily. They lay it on a mat on the ground, 
and fit cro Is- legged, leaning on one fide, or elfe with 
both their legs under fuuatting on their heels. The 
hufband generally pats alone in his own hut, and his 
wives feparately in theirs, except by chance, when he 
invites Ins chit f wife, or pays a vifu to dwt which is his 
greatelt favoui itc. 

The 
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The occupations of the men are trading, fiftiing, or 
making palm wine, great quantities of which are every 
day fold at the markets and the profits they get- from 
their labour they give to their wives, who difpoie of it 

with great frugality* . . 

The women are chiefly employed in providing for 
the family, under the direction of the principal wife. 
The firft thing they attend to, in the article of diet, is 

to make bread. 

The ceremonies of their marriage* are, in general, 
the fame as thofe all along the whole Guinea Coaft. 
Thofc attendant on their daughters when they arc too 
young to confummate, are as follow. On the day ap- 
pointed for the wedding, all the kindred on both fides 
meet at the houfe of the bride's father, where an elegant 
entertainment is piovided. In the evening the bride is 
taken to the bridegroom's houfe, and put into her huf- 
band'sbed between "two women, where fhe remains all 
night. This ceremony is repeated three fucceffive 
nights, after which the bride h fent back to her father's 
houfe, and there kept till fhe is of age to confummate. 

Some of the men here have from twenty to thirty 
wives; for the greater the number, the more they are 
refpecled : but the common fort have feldom more than 



Their c hildren are naturally of fo ftrong a conftitu- 
tion, that little care is required in nurfing them. The 
poorer fort of women fallen them to their backs when 
they go to their daily labour, and fuckle them at dif- 
ferent thru s, by raifing them up to their fhoulders, and 
turning their breaits over to them. They take great 
pains in wafhing them every night and morning, when 
they rub them well with palm-oil, which makes their 
joints flexible, and greatly facilitates their growth. 
They go quite naked till they are ten or twelve years of 
age, when they wear a kind of clout fattened round the 
middle. "When they arrive at that age, the father takes 
the boys under his care, and brings them up to his own 
bufinefs. The girls ate taught to weave bafkets, mats, 
cans, purfes, and other things ; as alio to grind corn, 
bake bread, and cany it to market for fale. 

The hoys are chiefly brought up to fifhing or agricul- 
ture ; but foment' them are put to trades, the principal 
of which are imiths, carpenters, and goldfmiths. 

Some of them are good potters, having learnt that 
art from the Portuguese. Though their earthen -ware 
is thin, ye t it is very fubflantial, and equally good for 
ufe as any made in Europe. 

The natives are fond of dancing, and have a great 
vaiiery of mufical inftruments, all which they make 
themfelves. 

Dancing is a divcrfion fo univcrfally admired by both 
fexes, that it is the cuftom for them to aflemble every 
evening at the market place for that purpofe. On thefc 
oceaiions they drefs themfelves in their bed attire. The 
women have a number of fmall bells hanging at their 
feet anil legs, and the men carry fmall fans in their 
hands, made of the tails of elephants or hol ies. Thofc 
who compote the dance divide into couples oppofite to 
each other, and the dance commences by their throw- 
ing themfelves into many wild ridiculous poflurcs, ad- 
vancing and retreating, leaping, (lamping on the 
ground, bowing their heads to each other as they pals 
and muttering iomt flrange node. The men then tlrike 
each other alternately with their fans, and the women 
lay luge circles of draw on the ground, into which 
they full jump, and dance round them, then throw 
them up into the air, and catch them with their hands. 
Thus they divert themfelves for about an hour, when 
they break up the dance, and return to their refpecUive 
habitations. In lome towns they have public dances, 

inllituted by uidrr of their kings, which are held an- 
nually for eight fuccetlivc days, when people of both 
fexes jefort to it from all parts of the country. This is 
called 1 he dan* in/, fc.ifon, and the greatell mirth and 
fcllivity is piefci veil during the whole of its continuanc e. 

1 1 nwholefome as is the climate here, the natives are 
tumbled with tc* difeaics, '1 hat with which they arc 



moftafflicled is the canker, or flefh worm alr^j , 
fcribed. The other diftcmpcrs are the lues v e 7 
the head-ach, and fevers: butthefe 1 aft they think r*? 1 
of, as they are in general very eafily cured by comn 
fitions made of herbs and other fimples. 

As they never keep any account of time, their 
cannot be afcertainecl. When they begin to de 1^ C 
their colour fades, and lofes a great part of its blaT* 
nefs : the hair turns grey, and the fkin wrinkled TV 
women, in particular, have the mod difagrccaMe 
afpects. 

On the death of any one, the relations and friends 
immediately afTemble, and furrounding the comf 
exprefs the moll hideous lamentations. They then wra* 
the body in an old cotton cloth, and put it into a cof- 
fin made of the bark of a tree, covering the face over 
with the fkin of a goat. In this manner they expofe it 
in the open air for half a day, the favourite wife fitting 
by it all the time, and rubbing the face with a whifp 0 f 
ftraw. If the deceafed is a woman, the hufband ufes 
the fame ceremonies. During this time the ncarefl 
relations appointed on the occafion fing mournfully 
and beat their brafs bafons, till the bearers come to re- 
move the body, and every thing is ready for the pro- 
cehTion. In the interim, however, an old woman goes 
from houfe to houfe, and collects fortieth ing for the fu- 
neral charges, towards which every perfon in the town 
or village is obliged to contribute in proportion to 
their circumftanccs. With the money thus collected 
they purchafe a cow or an ox, which they prrfent to 
the prieft for performing the functions of his office. 
This beaft the prielt facrifices, and fprinkles the fetifh 
of the deceafed with its blood, which with them is con- 
fidered as a propitiatory offering for the dead. The 
previous ceremonies finifhed; the corpfe is laid on a 
board, and the company fing and dance round it for a 
fhort time ; after which it is carried to the grave by 
men j but only women are fuffered to attend as 
mourners* The chief, or favourite wife, walks imme- 
diately after the corpfe ; and if the deceafed be a woman, 
the hufband only follows it, no other man being per- 
mitted to attend. When they come to the place of in- 
terment, the body is immediately laid in the grave, 
which is generally made about four feetdeep : it is en- 
clofed with (takes, and over it they raife a fhed or cover- 
ing, fo that neither rain or beads can come near it. 
When the body is depofued, the women creep beneith 
this fhed, and renew their lamentations by way of a 
conclufive farewcl. They then raife a fquare heap of 
earth over the body, on which they lay the principal 
tools and inftruments ufed by the deceafed in hu life- 
time, as alio his cl oaths and weapons. The friends of 
the defunct alio bring their gifts, which t hey cither Jay 
in the grave, or pbee over it, as tokens of their sir! co- 
tton. 

On the death of a king, all his fubjfets cxprHs the 
mo(l execflive lamentation ; and as his condition and 
dignity icquiics p;ivat attendance, he is provided wiili 
Icrvants, not only to accompany him in lii * journey, hut 
alfo to wait on him in the other woi Id. 'I o <dlul } 



hi. 

1 a 



each of hi.s grandees, or chief men, prclcnl Mm w 
(lave ; others fcive him one of their wivs, and loin/ 
onr of their chiklicn ; fo thai th re is alw.c.s ,1 «.n 
derable number, who are all fan ificrd pirvioir, to t ie 
interment of the royal rorpfe. The p-iMis dm-. tW 
filmed for vidimsaie rnfiund l>v ILr.it ri-v" 1 11 ; > 1:1 lhf * 
day appointed for tlu (uiai.d, they ;v< hnjoii p.<- 
tended eiraml to lome rcinoic plate, where pro- le 
chofen for the purpofe li.- in wait, and eahly i.Hp'iin 
them. Their bodies .-re lnoiu-hi to 



die pala« and 

publicly expofed, as a tefiimon/ ol ih'" !'re.U M;'p«f! »'* 
which the kin- was held by his fubje/l . Aim Uui 



they are befmeaied villi blood, and uuiH'd widi tic 
royal corpfe in fcteat folennuty to rht: piavc, v ; h,i || 
prcvioufly made in a wockI, or fomc othei pu< c < <| • ' 
lv private. Their bodies only, however, ar- r k ui 
for the ir heads are fevered off, and fixed on F olo,(> 
the grave, which ii confide! cd as a very 
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fides thefe, the king's favourite wives 



ornament. ^ facrificcdj th at they may be laid with him 
r cquciy in or der to accompany him in the 



r mc grave, in uiuu L v accompany ~ 

in the ,a , b T j u . y bury alfo with him his clothes and 
othcr « IT with fuch other things as he efteemed mod 
^iSe and near the grave they place veffels con- 
•nin" victuals and drink, which they change as often 
ta \hev fmd them empty. 

aS The ne^rofs on the Gold Coad are in general ido- 
1 rers Fvery one has a fetifh or charm, to which they 

v the seated reverence. Thefe fetidies are formed 
of liferent things, according to each perfon's fancy : 
fome have the tooth of a dog, tyger, elephant, or 
civet- cat; others have an egg, the bone of fo me bird, 
the head of a fowl, ox or goat ; and others again, the 
bone of a fiili, the end of a ram's horn, or a bunch of 
cords made of the bark of trees : their regard for them 
is fo great, that whatever they promife them they per- 
form in the drifted manner, and that in every inftance 
of abftinence and mortification. 

There are fetifhes common to each kingdom : thefe 
are generally fome large mountain or remarkable tree, 
which if any perfon fhould be fo inddcreet as to cut or 
disfigure, they would be put to the molt cruel death. 
Each village has alio its guardian fetifh, dreffed at the 
common expence, to which they pray for general be- 
nefits ; and for this patron they erect, in the mod pub- 
lic place, a kind of altar made with reeds, and covered 
with a roof of palm leaves. In a word, they are, in 
general, from the highed to the lowed clafs, mod in- 
violably and unrefervedly attached to the particular 
objects of their adoration. 

The negroes tremble at the idea of the devil, to 
whom they afcribe all their misfortunes ; and arc even 
terrified at his name. Such are their notions of the 
injuries they receive from this fiend, that they have an 
annual cuftom of bani filing him from every town and 
village throughout the refpective didricts. 

The two grand days of worfhip in the week are what 
they call the bofTum-day and the fetifh day: but the 
latter is always obferved with the greateft ceremony 

and devoutnefs. 

The natives of the Gold Coaft are divided into five 
degrees or ch'ffcs. The firfl are their kings. The fe- 
cond their nobility. The third may be called civil ma- 
giftrates, their province being only to take care of the 
welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe fuch tu- 
mults as may arife among the inhabitants. The fourth 
are the common people, employed in agriculture, fl fil- 
ing, &c. And the fifth and lad are, the flaves, who 
are cither fold by their relations, taken in war, or be- 
come fo by poverty. 

The different kingdoms arc governed cither in form 
of monarchies, or republics. The kings aie, in ge- 
neral, hereditary, but fome few of them elective. 

Their thief judiees or judges, as well in kingdoms 
as republics, are commonly chofen from among the 
mod wealthy, and particularly the governors of towns 
and villages, Thefe take cognizance of all civil and 
cuminal but their decifion is not abfoiutely ul- 

timate, x, the parties can appeal to the king. 

Offences of a criminal natuie are punifhed by fine. 
A murderer, indeed, is fentenced to death j but it is 
cldom i any one is executed, for if lie has either effects 

ir ° r r,KIU,s to P a y fine, he efcapes - t if not, 
ne Juffers. In the latter cafe, as loon as fentence is 
V-}Wi\ he is delivered to the executioner, who blinds 
wm, and ties his hands, behind him > after which he 
*1 , h " 1 ! co iwvr without the town, where he 



^akrs h, m kneel down, bending his head forward, 
T' n hc « «|war through his body. This done 

™ j "is oil his head with a hatchet, and dividing the 

nouy into four pans Umvi s it cxpofctl to the birds of 
ine air. 1 

Robbery is iminlly punifhed by a rcdoration of the 

8«n * i V \ ym '* a fuK > which is lcvicd in propor- 

Z J!1 c T ihteo f lUv W™ h (loien > rtnd *« circum- 
»untis of the p< rlon who 'commits the fact. 

No. ii. 



On this part of the coad the crime of adultery is 
punifhed only by fine ; for which reafon many women, . 
by confent of their hufbands, beftow their favours, 
merely to take advantage of thofe who have been cap- 
tivated by their charms. A late traveller, fpeaking of 
this circumdance, fays, cc Thefe men arc truly con- 
tented cuckolds, who give their wives full orders to en- 
tice other men into their embraces; which done, thofe 
fhe-devils immediately tell their hufbands, who know 
very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. 

It is ivnpoffible to conceive what fubtilties they ufe 
to draw men, but efpecialiy drangers, into the net. 
To the latter they will pretend that they have no hu- 
fbands, and are yet unmarried and free ; but the fact is 
no iboner over than the hufband appears, and gives 
them cogent reafons to repent their credulity. 

In cafes of adultery the inland negroes are more ri- 
gid in exacting the penalty than thofe of the coad. 
Nothing lefs, in general, than life will fatisfy the party 
offended ; though the punifhment is fometimes miti- 
gated by virtue of an enormous pecuniary confidera- 
tion. 

In cafes of damage the negroes are refponfible not 
only for their children, but alfo their relations, who in 
fuch cafes help one another by a mutual contribution, 
each giving fome thing towards the fine, according to 
his circumftances, otherwife the offender would be con- 
demned either to flavery or death. In like manner 
every man is obliged to make good the injury done by 
his flave ; for whatever crime he commits his mader 
mud pay the fine impofed. In general the fine is pro- 
portioned to the circumdances of the criminal. 

Contentions frequently break out among the diffe- 
rent princes of this coad, on which occafions war is 
formally declared, and the kings, by their governors, 
appoint a day for their fubjects to affcmble in arms. 
This being clone, a herald is fent to denounce it to the 
enemy, at the fame time fixing the day, place, and 
-hour of battle. The grandees, or nobles, then repair 
to court, and after complimenting the king proceed to 
the war, taking with them their wives and families ; 
and if the motives of the quarrel be great, before they 
fet out they dedroy their houfes and towns, that the 
enemy, if victorious, may gain the lefs advantage of 
their conqued. 

The kings have a great number of guards, who con- 
ftantly attend their perfons either at home or in the 
field. Thefe are well furnifhed with arms, and make a 
mod formidable appearance. 

They are very dexterous in the ufe of their warlike 
implements, whether mufquets, fab res, lances, or 
fhields, or bows and arrows, and act either on the 
oflenfive or defenfive in a very powerful manner. 

In battle they engage their enemy without paying 
the lead attention to order : each commander has his 
men clofe together in a crowd, himfelf being hid in 
the midft of them, and in this manner they engage 
one heap of men againd another. In cafe a few are 
killed the red immediately run away, unlefs furround- 
ed by the enemy ; and fo natural is cowardice to them, 
that when one officer fees another enthralled, in dead of 
advancing to aflift him, he confults only his own fafety 
by a fpecdy flight. They do not (land upright in bat- 
tle, but doop that the bullets may fly over their heads : 
as foon as they have difcharged their guns they imme- 
diately tun back to load them, and then return and rc- 
fume the fire. 

The victorious party make as many prifoners as they 
can, which is the chief end of all their wars. Thofe 
who cannot raife their ranfom are either kept or fold 
as llaves : if a perfon of rank is taken he is well fe- 
cund, and his ranfom is fixed very high) but if the 
perfon who occafioned the war falls into their hands, 
they will not admit of any ranfom, for he is out to 
death, as the mod effectual means of preventing his 
raifing any future ruptures. 

When a treaty of peace is agreed on, the contend- 
ing princes engage to meet etch other on a certain day, 
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him, and was ready to feize him, when to th 
good fortune, the bead happening to be affJL k " 
fome falling branches, he retreated, and gave rh ' 
ner time to efcape. & ne S«n- 

impatient at waiting c 
long, refulved to march into the wood with hi* L I 0 
if poffible, to diHodge him. The tiger fufferW 
approach clofe, and then fell upon him with extr 
fury, feized him with his feet by the Ihoulder-bn* 
and fixing his teeth in his fide, would, doubtlefs ' 
mediately have torn him to pieces, if, by crvin<t ' m * 



in 

reci- 



The priefts, who are always the principal people 

make the chiefs iwcar r 



all thefe ceremonies, make 
procally to ceafc hcftilitics, to forget what has pafled, 
and, as a fecuiity for their promifes, to give mutual 
hoftages. As foon as thefe oaths are taken, the drums 
and trumpets begin to found, the parties throw down 
their arms, and embrace each other with the greateft 
cordiality : after which they pafs the remainder of the 
day in finging and dancing, and commerce is renewed 
as if no quarrel had happened. 

Provinces and Kingdoms of the Gold Coaft 

of the Europeans. 



m to 



Settlements 



Ackombone, is the 
The drefs, cuftoms, 
natives, are the fame 



AXIM is a kingdom very fertile, and particularly 
abounds in rice, which is the flaple commodity 
Near the chief village, called 
Dutch Fort of St. Anthony, 
manners, religion, &c. of the 
as on the Gold Coaft in general. 

Frederickfburg, about feven leagues diftant from 
Axim, is a large and handfome fort, likewife belong- 
ing to the Dutch. A confiderable traffic is carried on 
here in gold, ivory, and (laves. This fort is well known 
by the name of Conny's Cafllc, which it obtained from 
the following circumftances. When the Pruflians, who 
were firft poflefTed of it, left the Coaft of Guinea, they 
committed the care of the fort to one John Conny, a 
black, with drift orders not to deliver it up to any na- 
tion but the Pruflians. Soon after their arrival in Eu- 
rope, the king of Pruflia fold all his intereft on the Coaft 
ofGuinea to the Dutch India Company, there being 
another fort belonging to him ft tu a ted upon Cape Three 
Points. 

When the Dutch came to demand this fort, John 
Conny refufed to deliver it up to them, which produced 
a war that continued for fome years, and coft the Dutch 
much money, and a great deal of bloodfhed. On the 
other hand, Conny, fluftied with his repeated victories 
over the Dutch, became a mortal enemy to them, and 
confide! ed them in the moft obnoxious light i to Ihew 
which he had a fmall path, that led from the outer gate 
to the inner apartment of his caftle, paved with the 
ikulls of Dutchmen who were flain in battle; and, as a 
farther mark of contempt, he had one fkull tipped with 
filver, which he ufed as a punch-bowl. However, in 
1714 he was compleatly conquered, when he fled into 
the country, and tne Dutch took pofTeflion of the fort, 
in whofe hands it has ever fincc continued. 

A few leagues from Cape Three Points, or Cape 
Puntas, fo called from its confifting of three little heads 
or hills lying contiguous to each other, is a fmall fort 
called Dorothea, taken from the Pruflians by the 
Dutch, who ftill retain it. 

In the mountainous parts of Anta, a country extend- 
ing near twenty miles fromeaft to weft, there are great 
numbers of elephants and tigers, which often infeft the 
European forts, and not only terrify the inhabitants, 
but deftroy their cattle. Bofman, who was chief factor 
of a fett lenient th» French once had at Sakkundi, gives 
a lingular relation of the audacity of one of thefe ani- 
mals, which, as a matter of curiofity, we (hall prefcrve 
in his own words : <c Some of my (hcep (fays he) as 
well as thofeof my neighbour the Englifti factor, were 
feveral nights devoured by a ti^er, which at laft grew 
fo bold, that he came at three in the afternoon to the 
lodge, and killed a couple of fhcep. Perceiving him 
in time, I went, accompanied by my gunner, two Eng- 
lifhmen, and a party of Negroes, all armed with muf- 
queta, in purfuit of him, and foon overtook him, tho' 
not before he had got into a fmall thicket of underwood, 
which wc befct. The gunner went into the thicket to 
fee whert he lurked, but in a few minutes came running 
back frightened a I mo ft out of his win, having left hii 
hat and (lipper9 behind. The tigtr had even bitten 



he had not drawn us to his affiftance, which obliged th 
tiger to quit his prey : yet the man was fo msL-i , 
handled, that he lay fenfelefs about half a day 



milerably 



by the venom of the bite, and partly by the frightf 

" The Negroes were fo terrified at this, that each 
quitted his poft, and gave the tiger room to efcape 
which he foon attempted, but in his flight out of the 
thicket, fomething happened truly tragi-comical. The 
under faclor of the Englifh fort, near which the adven- 
ture happened,' had promifed to come to our afiiftance- 
and accordingly, the very moment the tiger quitted the 
wood, he advanced with his mufket in his hand at- 
tended by feveral of his own people ; but feeing the ti- 
ger making up to him, he ran as faft back as his legs 
would carry him. This putting him out of breath, and 
being grievoufly afTiighted, about a mufket-fhot from 
the fort, he fell over'a ftone, where the tiger had already 
overtaken him. The company ftood trembling at a 
diftance, looking when he would be torn in pieces - f 
but the bead, to their fur prize, inftead of attacking him, 
turned off and fled. This I attributed to the cry which 
he and his followers made ; for they durftnot (hoot, he 
ftood fo near the factory. 

" The fame tiger, however, was not deterred from 
coming again in a few days after, and killing fome 
iheep, which put me upon another way of trying to 
catch him. I made a lbrt of cage of ftrong palus, 
twelve feet long and four broad, laying 1000 weight of 
ftone on it, to prevent his breaking out above. 1 fur. 
nifhed it with a double plank floor, and in one of the 
corners I put a letter cage, which took up one quarter of 
the whole, with a couple of fmall hogs in it. After this 
I fet the door like that of a rat-trap, fo that the tiger 
could not come in to feize the hogs without Ihutring 
himfelf in, while the little cage fecured the hogs from 
his fury. 

€C Theftratagem fucceded fo well, that three night* 
after the tiger was caught at midnight. Inftead ot roar- 
ing, as was expected, he immediately let his teeth to 
work, and had certainly eat his way out of limbo, 
could he have had but one half hour's time ; for he had 
foon rent the inner from the outer door, and eaten th« 
pallifades half through : in fhort, I came feafonably to 
prevent his breaking jail. Not to dally with fruitld. 
firing, I clapped the muzzle of my mulker, laden with 
three balls, between the pales, which the beaft fiinoul- 
ly catched at, and fo furnimed me with a fine oppor- 
tunity of difpatching him at one (hot. He was about 
the fizeofa common calf, well provided with large te 



tii 



without 
and 



and claws. r a r 

" This furcefs furnilhed the company with a fcaltoi 
eight daysj for, by the cuftom of the country of Anta, 
he who catches a tiger is privileged for eight days to 
feize all the palm-wine brought to market, 
paying any thing. This was accordingly done, 
the whole eighT days were fpent by the Negroes 
(homing, dancing, leaping, and all manner ol puww. 

J ° U lS divers parts of the Gold Coaft there are forts be- 
longing to different European powers, fome ot wniu 
are in a great degree abandoned, and many of them in 
a ruinous ftate. There are likewife many villages, 
concerning which there is nothing worthy of 

The kingdom of Fetu is reprcfentcd as a fertile j la , 
and the inhabitants as deriving confidcraWa advanui" 
from agriculture, and feveral articles of trade, in 
town of EUnina in this kingdom, is the CaW^'"^ 
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very confiderable and ftrong fort in the pof- 



fion of the uuccn. beloneine to the Eng. 

' The moft '™PW'^ 

lifl > 0n ; hC C A£ Sck that projects £to the fea. It 
It ftands on a large mclc p p f ho 

W?S , 'wnd afterwards fell into the hands of the Eng. 
built it, and artervv* L, v ; n(y obtained a charter 



lilh. 
for it, 



aree rock that projects uuu ^ - 
the Dutch from the Portuguese, who 
r and arcerwards fell into the hands of the Eng- 
^he Af can Company having obtained a charter 
> Took upon them to enlarge and improve it. On 
th L%rte^ are other forts of lefs note belonging to 

th VS S Iown of Anamaboe is remarkable for the fol- 
i^Jdrcumtonce: An Englifh captain, »n the year 
18 went up this part of the country, with fome of 
Vttovte to P traffi C ; where he was introduced to a 

* had 40,000 men. This prince being 
rl ivawd B with the polite behaviour of the Enghfh en- 
ffiSS them with the greateft civility, and at laft re- 
ofeTfo much confidence in the captain as to entruft 
hhr with his fon, about 18 years of age, with another 
S vouth, to be brought to England, and edu- 
S the European manner. The captain received 
th m with great joy, but they were no f^ner fafe in 
hi Dofleffion than he bafely fold them forttaves. In 
a fhort time after he died, and t«e mi p corning ^.Eng- 
land the officers related the whole affair 3 ori which 
the government fent n> pay their ranfom, and they 
were brought to England, and put under the care of 
the earl of Hallifax, who gave orders for cloathing and 
educating them in a very genteel manner. They were 
afterwards introduced to his majefty, richly dreffed in 
the European manner. They appeared feveral times 
at the theatres, and one night in particular at Covent- 
Garden to fee the tragedy of Oroonoko. They were 
received with great applaufe, which they acknowledged 
by a genteel bow, and then took their feats in a box. 
The fight of perfons of their own colour on the ftage, 
apparently in the fame diftrefs from which they had 
been fo lately delivered j the tender interview between 
Imoinda and Oroonoko, who was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a captain ; his account of his fuffenngs, and 
the repeated abufe of his placability and confidence, 
llrongly affected them with that generous grief which 
pure nature always feels, and which art had not yet 
taught them to fupprefs : in fhort, the young prince 
•was fo far overcome, that he was obliged to retire at 
the end of the fourth act. His companion remained, 
but wept the whole time ; a circumftance which affected 
the audience yet more than the whole play, and doubled 
the tears that were fhed for Oroonoko and Imoinda. 

Thefe young Africans were baptized by the reverend 
Mr. Tcrrett, then reader of the Temple, who took great 
pains to inftruct them in the Chriftian faith. They ap- 
peared perfectly fatisfied during their ftav in England ; 
but th * young prince being defirous of feeing his royal 
father, he, with his companion, politely took their 
leave, and arrived fafe at Anamaboe in the month of 

December 1750. 

The finftular circum (lances that occafioned the A- 
frican priive to pay a vifit to England gave rife to fe- 
veral publication:; during his ftay here. Among thefe 
was an admirable poem, intitled, " The African 
<c Prince now in England, to Zara at his Father's 
** Court i" of which the following is an abftract : 

Princes, my fair, unfortunately great, 
Born to the pom nous vafTalage of ftate, 
Whene'er the public calls, are doom'd to fly 
Domeftic blifs, and break the private tye, 
Hmc pays with empty breath the toils they bear, 
And love's foft joys are chang'd to glorious care : 
Yet conscious virtue, in the filent hour, 
Rewards the hero with a noble dower, 
tor this alone I dar'd the roaring fea, 
Y « more-— for this I dar'd to part with thee. 

Fix'd the dread voyage, and the day decreed, 
When, duty's victim, love was doom'd to bleed * 




Too well my mem'rycan thofe fcenes renew, 

We met to figh, to. weepjour laft adieu. 
If in fome diftant land my prince mould find 
Some nymph more fair, you cry'd, as Zara kind — 
Myfterious doubt I which could at once impart 
Relief to mine, and anguilh to thy heart, : 
Still let me triumph in the fear exprefs'd, 
The voice of love, that whifper'd in thy breaft ; 
Nor call me cruel, for my truth fhall prove, 
'Twas but the vain anxiety of love. 

How vainly proud the arrogantly great 
Prefume to boaft a monarch's godlike ftate ! 
Subject alike, the peafant and the king, 
To life's dark ills, and care's corroding fting. 
From guilt and fraud, that ftrikes in filence (lire, 
No fhicld can guard us, and no arms fecure. 
By thefe, my fair, fubdu'd, thy prince was loft, 
A naked captive on a barb'rous coaft. 
What dreadful change ! .abandon'd and alone, 
The lhouted prince is now a Have unknown j 
To watch his eyes no bending courtiers wait, 
No hailing crowds proclaim his* regal ftate ; 
A (lave, condemn'd, witft unrewarded toil, 
To turn, from morri to eve, a burning foil 5 
At night I mingled with a wretched crew. 
Who by long ufe with woe familiar grew; 
Of manners brutifh, mercilefs and rude* 

mock'd my fufPrines, and my pangs renew'd; 

'd the weary night, 
And rofe to labour with the morning light. 

But from this dreadful fcenewith joy I turns 
To truft in Heav'n, of me let Zara learn. 
. The wretch, the furdid hypocrite, that fold 
'f-His charge, an unfufpecting prince, for gold, 
That juftice mark'd, whofe eyes can never fleep, 
And death, commiflion'd, finote him on the deep 5 
The gen'rous crew their port in fafety gain, 
And tell my mournful tale, nor tell in vain ; 
The king, with horror of th' atrocious deed. 
In hafte commanded, and the flave was freed. 
No more Britannia's cheek, the blulh of fhame 
Burns for my wrongs, her king reftores her fame : 
Propitious gales, to freedom's happy fhore, 
Waft me triumphant, and the prieft reftore ; 
Whate'er is great and gay around me fhine, 
And all the iplendor of a court is mine : 
And knowledge here, by piety refin'd, 
Sheds a blefs'd radiance o'er my bright'ning mind j 
From earth I travel upward to the fky; 
I learn to live, to reign, yet more, to die. 

Oh ! 1 have tales to tell, of love divine- 
Such blifsful tidings ! they fhall foon be thine. 
I long to tell thee, what, amaz'd, I fee, 
What habits, buildings, trades, and polity! 
How art and nature vie to entertain, 
In public (hews, and mix delight with pain* 

Oh ! Zara, here, a (lory, like my own, 
With mimic (kill, in borrow'd names, was fhewn ; 
An Indian chief, like me, by fraud betray'd. 
And partner in his woes, an Indian maid. 
I can't recall the fcenes, 'tis pain too great, 
And, if recall'd, fhould ftiudder to relate. 
To write the wonders here, I ftrive in vain, 
Each word wou'd afk a thoufand to explain. 
The time will come, O fpeed the lingering hour ! 
When Zara's charms fhall lend defcription pow'r. 
Farewell ; thy prince ftill lives, and frill is free; 
Farewell 5 hope all things, and remember me. 

The negro fovereign, penetrated with gratitude for 
the paternal attention (hewn to his fon by the carl of 
Hallifax, fent prefents of a confiderable value to that 
nobleman, among which were two negro boys of the 
fame age as the prince and hit companion. Thefe 
his lord (hip took particular care of, and provided for 
them in a very decent manner : the one being very 
fond of, and properly initiated in the culinary art, be- 
came his lordfhip's cook j the other attended Kim to Jr«- 

la;id 
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land at the time he was lord-lieutenant of that king- 
dom, when the office of ferjeant-trumpet (a place for 
life) becoming vacant, his lordfhip preferred it to his 
biack. The former fell a martyr to exceffive drinking. 
The latter w^s univerfally eftcemed for his affability 
and politcnefs, and well known in London by the ap- 
pellation of The Gentleman Black. He married a white 
woman of a confiderable family, and fome fortune, who 
broke her heart for the lofe of him, and was buried in 
the fame grave a few weeks after his interment. This 
perfon's name was Frederick Cudjoe. lie attended his 
patron, Lord Halifax, in his dying mome 

The kingdom of Agonna is remarkable for being al- 
ways governed by a woman, who, to prefer ve the fove- 
reignty in her own hands, lives unmarried : but that 
Jhe may not want a proper companion, Hie generally 
purchales one of the mo ft handfome flaves fhe can meet 
with, who is prohibited, on pain of death, from ever 
Intriguing with any other woman. Her elded daughter 
is next heir to the crown, her fons being all fold as 
flaves, or otherwife difpofed of, fo as not to interrupt 
the fucccflion in the female line. The daughter is 
taught the fame political maxims praftifed by her mo- 
ther, and, when of a proper age, is allowed the fame 
indulgences in having a male companion. 

Aquamboe is fituated chiefly within land, and is of 
confiderable extent. The maritime part of it is called 
Acra, and was formerly a kingdom of itfelf ; but it 
was conquered by the inhabitants of Aquamboe, to 
whom it lias ever fince been tributary. 

Aquamboe is a good fporting country, and abounds 
with hares, rabbits, fquirrels, red and fallow deer, wild 
goats, pintado hens, and other fowl. The hares are fo 
plentiful, that the blacks kill them with fticks as they 
pafs along on their ordinary occafions. Among the 
deer is one Ipecics that is exceeding beautiful, and, 
perhaps, the mod delicate animal to be met with in the 
univerfe. It is about eight or nine inches in height, 
and the legs fo fmall, as not to exceed the circumfe- 
rence of a goofe's quill. The males have horns turning 
back on their heads, about rhree inches long, without 
branches or antlers ; they are crooked, and of a (Tuning 
black colour. They are very tame and familiar, but 
of fo tender a natuic, that they cannot bear the fca ; 
for notwithftanding the attempt has boen made feveral 
times, and every means made ufe of that could be 
thought of, no one was ever brought alive to Europe. 

At Acra are two forts, one belonging to the Englifh, 
the other to the Dutch. The former is called Fort 
James, the latter Fort Crcvecoeur. 

At a fmall diftance from the Dutch fort is another 
called Chriftianburg, which belongs to the Danes, and 
is the only one they have on this coaft. 

The country of Acra it pleafant, but not fertile, ow- 
ing to its being almoft depopulated by the frequent 
wars with the Aquamboes. The Luiopean forts are 
chiefly fupplied with provifions brought from Cape 
Coaft, Anamaboe, and Cormarvtin. The trade carried 
on here conlifts chiefly of gold and flaves, which are 
more plentiful than in any other part of the Gold Coaft. 
The floods the natives take in return for the flaves con- 
fill oi cowries, woollen cloth, Silefia linen, red and yel- 
low bugles, knives, fire arms, powder, chintz, &c. 



SECTION III. 
Tut* IVORY or TOOTH COAST. 

i 

i 

THIS coaft, called by the natives Qiiaqua, (that 
word in their language fignifying a tooth,) is 
bounded on the eaft by the Gold Coaft, on the weft by 
the (train Coaft, on the north by Negroland, and on 
the ibuth by the Atlantic Ocean. Behind Cape P almas, 
fituated in 4 deg. 17 mm. north lar. and c deg. 55 min. 
call long, is 11 bay where (hips ride lately at anchor, 
being flickered from the Ibuthcily winds. 



The town of St. Andrew, fituated on a river f 
name, is a place of confiderable trade. Jt s f 1 • 
tile, and produces grain of different kinds, as Zn*' 
variety of fruits. VU1 as 

The places mod worthy of defcription on the Ivor, 
Coatt are the following. lvor y 

Cape la FIou, or Laho, which produces elenh 
teeth of the largelt fize, and in the greateft abund 5 
The town is cxtenfive, the foil fertile, and th,> '1 

* tut* nature.. 



are tolerably civil. 
la-How and Cor 
by fome the Bottom 

made in vain by the natives to fathom it. 



o been 
At length, 



however, the bottom was found by the Europeans an i 
the depth appeared to be no more than fixteen fathom 
Near Cape Apollonia, at the eaftern extremity of the 
coaft, are three villages, inhabited by fume Negro na 
tiyes, who carry on an occafional traffic with the Euro- 
peans. 

Soil and Productions of the Country, Perfons. Language 
Religion. Manufactures. T rade of the Natives. 

THE country of that part of Guinea called the Ivory 
Coaft, is pleafant to the view, and fertile in foil 
producing grain and vegetables in abundance. The 
natives are not fenfible of the value of fugar-canes, and 
therefore only apply them to the purpofe of feeding ele- 
phants, which are here very numerous. Indigo and 
cotton are faid to grow without cultivation ; and to- 
bacco, under proper cultivation, would prove a profi- 
table and ufeful article. 

Oxen, goats, hogs, fheep, &c, abound here. A 
good ox is feldom fold for more than a few dozen of 
knives, and the inferior ones in proportion. 

They have alfo great plenty of poultry, and variety 
of fifh. Among the latter are frequently found three 
remarkable creatures, namely, the fea-ox, the zingana 
or hammer fifth, and the fea-devil. 

The fea-ox, or horned fifh, is very long and thick. 
The fkin is hard, rough, and without fcales, and of 
variegated colours. The head refembles that of a hog, 
and it has a trunk like that of an elephant, which in 
the fame manner receives its food. It has many pecu- 
liarities in its form, but the mod Angular is the extreme 
part of the tail, which is compofed of a ftrong, thick 
fin, which ferves as a defence. It has alfo other fins, 

which fubferve the fame purpofe. 

The zingana, or hammer fifh, is a voracious creature, 
and likewii'e armed with fins, which greatly facilitate 

the feizure of its prey. 

The fea-devil (fo called from the uglinefs of if. 
form) furpaffes all other creatures found in the fea.. 
It has four eyes, and is about 25 feet in length, aiul 
18 in breadth : on each fide of it is an angular fublhmiQ 
as hard as a horn, and very (harp: the tail is long and 
taper, and terminates with a dangerous point ; the b;»ck 
is covered with fmall lumps about two inches lilgh, anJ 
fharp at the ends : the head is large, but thete is no 
appearance of any neck, and the mouth is furniflmj 
with a great number of (harp-pointed teeth: iwi> 01 
the eyes are near the throat, and aie round and ur^e, 
but the other two aie placed above them, and nun a 
fmaller : on each fide the throat are three horns of an 
equal length, the middlemoft of which is three dot 
long, and an inch and a half in diameter, hut uiey ■ ait' 
flexible, and therefore can do but little harm : the » |( - 1 
of this creature is hard and ill-tafted, but xhenc^n 
catch them for the fake of the liver, from vducn tiny 
extract large quantities of oil. f , 

The Qiiaqua blacks, or natives cif the Ivory U>.t , 



their dealings, particularly with live Kuropcaiis t/iat y- 
this coaft. When ihey go to trade with any lhu>, »• y. 
take fome water in their hands, and let a l liojj^ 
it fall into then eyes : this is a kind of oath, v 1 
they intimate, that they would rathev loole lUl '" [> m 
fi|du than cheat tbofc they trade with. 1 hey , ^ 



GUINEA. 
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u, n rlrunkennefs than fraud 5 and though their 
lefs trrLduces a prodigious number of palm-trees, 
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^S^rno^inTanrpalm-wine, but only a cer 
y et they w>" bordon, or tombo-wme, which is 

jci' weaker, and rendered ftill more fo by being 

""JS? ^3T£ much the fame as the inhabitants of 
u T n, ftsln ineraT. They file their teeth very lharp, 
the coafts in gen ^ irregularly placed, and very 



■I £.lm oil mixed with red earth. With this com- 
W 'K rhev every day anoint their bodies, and con- 
SS55 chS betel 5 ! the" juice of which they rub about 
S mouths and chins They ornament their legs 
Lith a great number of iron rings, and in thefe confift 
their chief dignity, for the greater a man s quality is, 

\ more rings he wears. 

Their language is altogether unintelligible, and they 
fncak haftily and by ftarts. When they meet each other 

hey ufe &e word quaqua, at the fame time each laying 
one hand on the other's flioulder, and taking hold of 
the fore-finger, pull it till it fnaps, when they again, 
in a low voice, repeat the word quaqua, which clofes 

^In reH^on'they are all idolaters: and though there 
are feveral petty princes in different parts of the coaft, 
yet the whole are fubject to a king, called Soccoo, 
whom they not only refpedt but dread. 

By the fundamental laws of this country every one 
is obliged to continue all his life in the condition in 
which he was born ; fo that, for inftance, one whofe 
father was a fiftierman can never become any thing 
elfe but a fiftierman ; and fo of all other trades and pro- 

feffions. . 
In fome parts of the coaft, particularly at Laho, they 

manufacture a pretty fort of cotton (tuffs, ftriped blue 
and white, about three quarters broad, and three or 
four ells long. Thefe arc much valued, and fell for a 
good price in moft parts of Guinea. 

The natives are very fond of trade ; but they arc 
cautious in going on board European mips, left they 
Ihould be trepanned. In negotiation all is done by 
figns and geftures of the hands or fingers, and by fet- 
ting a quantity of goods againft the teeth they offer to 
difpofe of. 

Befides the articles of ivory, gold, and (laves, the 
Negroes here carry on a great trade in fait, which they 
fell to their neighbours, who carry it further into the 
inland countries, and difpofe of it to great advantage, 
it being in thofe parts exceeding fcarce. 

The inland parts of this coaft produce the largeft and 
beft elephants teeth to be found in the univerfe. The 
country is fo full of elephants, that the inhabitants of the 
hilly parts are obliged to dig their houfes in the backs 
of the mountains, and to make their doors and windows 
narrow anil low, and are forced to ufe all kinds of ar- 
tifices to drive then) from their plantations, or lay fnares 
for them, and kill them. The reafon of ivory being 
fo plentiful here is, becaufe the elephants caft their 
teeth every three years \ fo that they find more loafe 
teeth in the forcfts than they gee from thofc they kill. 

SECTION IV. 
The GRAIN COAST. 

THE Grain Coaft, which extends from Cape Ta- 
grin upwards of 400 miles fouth-eaft of Cape 
Palrnas, produces great a u amities of pepper ; but me 
chief articles of trade arc Haves and ivory. 
, though the climate of the Grain Coaft is very un- 
healthy, owing to the periodical rains and winds, the 
Ion is tolerably good, and, befides pepper, produces 
plenty of vegetables and roots, as alfo var ious kinds of 
iruits, particularly oranges, lemoni, cocoa-nuts, ba- 
nana** and dates. Their cattle confifts of cows, mecp, 

No. ja. 



hogs, and goats j and they have a few horfes, but they 
are very fmall, and of little ufe. There are alfo feveral 
kinds of wild bcafts, as elephants, buffalos, tigers, apes 
of various forts, and a great plenty of hares and deer* 
Their poultry confifts of geefe, turkies, and ducks* 
with plenty of cocks and hens, the latter of which are 
efteemed as good in quality as thofe of Eiirope, 

The natives of this coaft, in perlbn, are, in general, ~ 
tall and well featured, and are fa id to be more liberal 
and h$neft in difpofition than thofe of the adjacent 
coafts. Their drefs, in point of distinction and form, 
is much tKe fame j and they are equally foild of tririkets; 
and all forts of ornaments. They are moftly . abfte- 
mious in their diet, intemperance, in drinking e (pec i al- 
ly, being feverely pUnifhcd by royal mandate. 

Their fovereign is defpotic, and he is never feen 
abroad, unlefs on particular occaflons, and then he Ap* 
pears with the greateft pomp and magnificence. 

The natives are Pagans j but fome of them feerh to 
entertain notions of a future itite. 

Their chief employment is husbandry ; but there 
are fdme tolerable artificers among them. They pur* 
chafe fire-arms, gunpowder, and bullets, of the Euro- 
peans; but darts, arrows, lances, and broad-lwords, 
they make themfelves. The carpenters make the ca- 
noes of various fizes with great neatnefs ; and they alfo 
build their houfes or hutsj which arc made of wood and 
clay, and thatched with reeds, or branches of the pal- 
metto-tree. 

Here are fome of a mixed breed, called Mulattbes, 
who are an abandoned fetof people, and have proceed- 
ed from the intermixture of Negroes and Europeans. 

As the Europeans have no fettlement on this part of 
Guinea, the trade here is carried on by fignals from the 
fhips, on the appearance of which the natives imme- 
diately go in their mips, carrying with them their pep- 
per, ivory, &c. 

Large mips go up the river Sherbro for about feven 
leagues from its mouth ; but farther up it grows mal- 
low, and is only navigable for canoes. The country 
round it is very mountainous, and tlv; river has many 
turnings and windings, but the ft ream is not rapid, ex- 
cept at two or three cataracts or water-falls, one of 
which is exceeding large, and makes a prodigious noife, 
the water falling from the rocks upwards of twenty feet 
perpendicular. The Negroes that fail up this river, 
before, they reach the cataract, are obliged to go afhore, 
and land their goods, which, with their canoes, they 
drag along the mountains till they have paffed the cata- 
ract. The other two water-falls are trifling j notwith- 
ftanding which, they frequently have their canoes over- 
fet, efpecially when they are heavy laden : but as the 
camwood with which they axe generally loaded, is very 
heavy, it finks, and in the dry feafon they go and take 
it up, there being, at that time, hardly any water in the 
river. Their times of going up the river are in the lat- 
ter end of the rainy fealons, which generally continue 
five months out of the twelve, when they cut the cam- 
wood, and fearch for elephants teeth. 

Near the mouth of the-river is a fmall ifland, called 
by the Englifli Sherbro, and by the Dutch Maflacoy. 
It is furrounded by rocks, and before it lies a large fanct- 
bank, fo lofty as to be difcovered at a considerable dif- 
tance from fea. 

At York Ifiand the Englifh had once a factory, and 
a good fort, but they abandoned it about the year 17.27, 

In different parts of the coaft arc many pretty vil- 
lages, among which is that where the king rc fides, 
called by the Dutch Konings-Dorps, fttuatcd about 1 2 
miles up the river. 

There is a large mountainous rock about eight miles 
below the river Seftos, on which grows a remarkable 
lofty tree. This place is called Seftre, or Seftos j and 
about four miles from it, farther to the caft, a point 
juts out into the fea, near which, on the land, appears 
a great rock, white at the top, which at fea looks like 
a (hip under fail: it is furrounded by large fand-banks, 
and is called by the Portuguese CaboBaixos, 

4 S The 
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The inhabitants of this country are, in general, very 
courteous to (hungers ; but they are idolaters, and 
pradife fome of the moft fuperftitious maxims. Both 
fexes go almoft naked, having only a imall piece of 
cloth fattened round the waift. They live chiefly on 
filh, pulfe, and fruits, and their ufual drink is water. 
Many of them are employed in filhing, and the king 
has a certain duty out of what they catch. They alfo 
breed great numbers of cattle and poultry, which they 
turn to great advantage, by felling them to mips that 

frequent the coaft. 

Their method of falutation is by taking the fore- ringer 
and thumb into their hands, putting them into a certain 
pofture, and pulling them till they fnap, when they 
fay aquioy which iignifies^Kr Jervant. 

They have but few ceremonies in their marriages. 

The wife who is firft delivered of a boy is diftinguilhed 

as the favourite or chief : but this diftinction is fome- 

times attended with fatal confequences ; for if the huf- 

band dies firft, fhe is obliged to follow him, and be 

buried alive in the fame grave. 

A French traveller, who was once an eye-witnefs of 

this melancholy ceremony, has given the following par- 
ticular defcription of it. " The captain (fays he) or 
chief of the village, dying of a hard drinking-bout of 
brandy, the cries of his wives immediately fpread the 
news through the town. All the women ran there, and 
howled like furies. The favourite wife diftinguifhed 
herfelfby her grief, and not without caufe. However, 
as feveral women in the fame cafe have prudently thought 
fit to make their eicape, the reft of the women, under 
pretence of comforting her, took care to watch her fo 
clofely, that there was no means of efcaping. The re- 
lations of the deceafed all came to pay their compliments, 
and take their farewel. After the marabut had examin- 
ed the body, and declared he died a natural death, he, 
with his brethren, took the corpfe, wafhed, dried, and 
rubbed it with fat from head to foot. After this they 
ftretched it on a mat in the middle of the houfe. His 
wives were placed round it, and his favourite at the 
head, as the poft of honour. Several other women made 
a circle round them. All thefe endeavoured to out- 
roar each other, tearing their hair, and fcratching 
themfelves methodically, like people who knew per- 
fectly the part they acted. Sometimes they left off, 
and kept Went ; at others they repeated the praife and 
great actions of the deceafed, and then began their la- 
mentations afreiTi. This mock muiic lafted near two 
hours, when four lufty Negroes entered the houfe, took 
the dead body and tied it on a hand barrow made of 
branches of trees, then lifting it on their moulders, they 
carried it through the town, running as faft as 
could, and reeling from time to time as if they 
been drunk, with a thoufand ridiculous geftures, 
fuitablc to the exclamations of the wives of the de- 
ceafed, and the other women who attended the procef- 
iion. In fhort, the noife was fo great as nearly to equal 
thunder. The parade being over, the body was taken 
from the hand-barrow, and depofited in its place ; after 
which the fongs, the cries, and extravagancies of the 
Women began again. During this the marabut made a 
grave, deep and large enough to hold two bodies : he 
alfo ftripped and fkinned a goat: the pluck ferved to 
make a ragout, of which he and the afliftants eat : he 
alfo caufedthc favourite wife to eat fome, who had no 
great inclination to tafte it, knowing it was to be her 
laft. She ate fome, however j and, during this repair, 
the body of the goat was divided into hrjall pieces, 
broiled, and eaten. The lamentations began again - $ 
and when the marabut thought it was time to end the 
ceremony, he took the favourite wife by the arms, and 
delivered her to two lufty Negroes. Thefe feizing her 
roughly, titrd her hands and feet behind her, and laying 
her on her back, placed a piece of wood on her breaft , 
then holding each other with their hands on their (boul- 
ders, they ftamped with their feet on the piece of wood 
till they had broken the woman's breaft. Having thus, 
at laft, half difpatched her, they threw her into the 



grave, with the remainder of the eoat taiK* l 
band's body over her, and filhm? uo thi g erhuf " 



they 
had 
very 



earth and ftones. 



ith 



Immediately? th? cries W 
quick ftlence fucceeded the noife, and everv on ^ a 
home as quietly as if nothing had happened " et,re(i 



Cape Monte, fituated about 25 leacruA r rn , 
mouth of the river Sherbro, is called b^the t} " 

Warn Kingo, and, when firft difcovered at . 
1:1,-. ~ i~r-,r ;n„~,4 ^ * L lca > appear 



e 

ativci 



like a lofty ifland. 

The chief cattle here are ftieep, and they have r 
fowls that are exceeding large and good Thev u 
hkewife a great plenty of various forts of fL T 
catching of which is the chief employment of J,' 
the inhabitants There are alfo /e J nZSL?%£ 
beafts, as elephants, tigers, buffalos, harts, &c 

The men wear a white garment refembling a furnlir, 
but the women have only a narrow piece of cloth Tr 
tened round the waift. Both fexes take great pains wi K 
their hair, or wool, which they twift into ringlets an i 
ornament the top of it with gold or precious ftones 
They alfo wear necklaces of feveral rows; and on th 
arms and wrifts they have bracelets, as alfo above the 
ancles, where fome hang bells of filver, the noift 0 f 
which they are fond of when they divert themfelves by 
dancing. * 

Their houfes in general are mean buildings, but they 
are kept exceeding clean. Thofe belonging to tin- 
king and principal men are built long. Some of the n 
are two ftories high, with a vaulted roof of reeds or 
palm-leaves, fo thick laid as to render rain, or the he a 
of the fun, abfolutely impenetrable. At the entrance 
is the hall of audience, which is alfo their place of eat- 
ing : here is a kind of fopha, made of earth or clay 
about fix feet'in breadth, and raifed above twelve inches 
from the ground : it is covered with fine mats made of 
grafs or palm-leaves, and dyed of various colours. In 
this place the principal people fpend the chief part of 
the day with their wives, and amufe themfelves with 
fmoking, talking, and drinking palm-wine. Adjoining 
to the audience-room is the bed-chamber, where they 
have an eftrade or fopha, confifting of a number of mat* 
laid one on the other, and furrounded with pagnes 
fewed together, or printed linen like curtains. Their 
kitchens are very neat, and fituated at fome diftancc 
from the dwelling-houfe. 

The inhabitants in general of this place are more 
cleanly in eating their victuals than their neighbours. 
They ufe bowls made of hard wood, and bafons of 
pewter or copper tinned, which they keep exceeding 
neat. When they roaft their meat, they fatten it on a 
wooden fpit ; but as they have not the means of mak- 
ing it turn round, they firft roaft one fide and then the 
other. A man may marry as many wives as he can 
keep ; for which reafon fome of them have a great num- 
ber i for the expence is very trifling, as they make 
them work fo hard that each nearly earns her own main- 
tenance. They feldom quarrel j but, in general, live 
very happy j and fo little jealous are the men, that if 
their wives beftow favours on others, it does not f'.ive, 
them the leaft concern. Their religion conlills chiefly 
in reverencing and obeying their king: anil they have 
fuch little notions of ambition, that each live happy in 
their own way, neither exulting at the downfal of the 
poor, or envying the profperity of the lich. 

He that from duft of worldly tumult flies, 
May boldly open his undazzled eyes 
To read wife nature's book, and, with delight, 
Survey the plants by day, the ftars by night. 
We need not travel, fceking ways of blifs* 
He that defires contentment cannot mifs: 
No garden walla this precious flow'r embrace, 
It common grows in cv'ry defart place." 

The Europeans that trade here buy many of their 
mats, which are of a bright yellow, and very beanti n ; 
alio great quantities of ivory. They Jikewile 

the lkina of lioni, panthers, tigers, and other 
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Wh> as alfo a great number of Haves, which are 
u ,«»hr herd by the Mundingo merchants, from the 
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feet in Jengni. u.~^-»-, 7 »- — v - & u 

of it> prefer it to Brafil-wood, thinking it much more 

foltd and beautiful. 

On the banks of a river called Rio Novo, near Cape 
Monte, are feveral villages, and the foil is very fertile, 
producing great quantities of rice and other grain, with 
various kinds ot fruits, as oranges, lemons, citrons, 
pomegranates &c. 

About ten leagues from Cape Monte, towards the 
fouth-eaft, is a prodigious hill called Cape Mcnfurado, 
though not quite lb high as Cape Monte. It is round 
and very large, and almoft furrounded with water. 
That part next the fea is very fteep and high, but that to 
the land is more gentle and acceflible. 

To the weft of Cape Mcnfurado are three villages, 
containing about twenty houfes each. Thefe houfes 
are low, and divided into three apartments: they aie 
built with flicks and clay, - and are covered with ftraw. 
In one of them are generally lodged at leaft forty peo- 
ple, confiding of men, women, and children, of dif- 
ferent families, all confuledly intermixed together. 
The people here are very civil and good-natured, and 
the women rcmaikably handfome. The men are natu- 
rally very indolent, and leave the principal part of bu fi- 
nds to be executed by their wives. They live very 
peaceably with their neighbours, and are not apprehen- 
£ve of any enemy except the Englifh, their fears of 
whom arofe from two large verTels that once flopped 
there, the crews belonging to which ravaged the coun- 
try, deftroyed all their canoes, plundered their houfes, 
and carried off fome of the people for flaves ; fince 

which time they have ever been fearful of, and have re- 
tained an enmity to, moft Europeans, but particularly 



the Englifh. 



Their chief articles of trade are palm-wine and rice, 
of which they have great quantities, and exceeding 
good in quality ; in exchange for which they purchafe 
cowries and fmall bars of iron. 

The king's town is fituated about eight miles up the 
river, and about a quarter of a mile from the fide of it. 
It is furrounded with woods, and the entrance to it 
from the river is through a beautiful walk, fliaded with 
lofty trees. 

Betides their houfes, they have buildings for holding 
their provifions, as rice, millet, palm-oil, brandy, and 
other neeeffaries. Thefe buildings are made round, 
with a cornice, and are fecured by padlocks, of which 
the hufband keeps the keys, and diftributes daily or 
weekly, fueh provifion as lie thinks necefTary for his 
family. This does not give the leaft offence to his 
wives, who live amicably together, and fpend their 
time m working abroad, or taking care of the children 
and other neeeflaiy bufinefs at home. The buildings 
belonging to each family are cnclofed with a wall of 
earth, feven or eight feet high, and covered with reeds 
«r palm- leaves, to fecure them from the inclemency of 
the weather. 

To the weft of Cape Mcnfurado is a river called St. 
! ,u "» t,u ; entrance of which is about fix feet deep, and 
* navigable, m C;ll|n wcathcr for vc irds of a tolerable 
ourthen. 

cl°\ l ' le A fou *-«ft of the river St. Paul is a place 
called Seftre Cro, or Seftre Crue, where there is a 
rgeand beautiful village, inhabited by people remark*- 
We for being honrft in all their dealings, and preferring 
a n or c rcgul;lr anJ udcm condua than th [ n . . 




large rock, which, though actually on the more, feems, 
as it were, feparated from it. 

Between this village and Cape Seftos are feveral 
others, the moft confiderable of which is Great Seftre, 
where there is a large bafon of frefti water fituated 
among a number of rocks. It does not, however, con- 
tain any thing elfe that is remarkable ; and the reft of 
the villages are two inconfiderable to admit of any 
notice. 

Countries adjoining to the Grain Coaft. Defer iption of the 

Hippotamus, or Sea Horfe. 

THESE countries are divided into feveral territories 
or kingdoms ; the principal of which are Quilli- 

ga, Quoja, Hondo, Folgia, and the great empire of 
Manow. 

Quilliga li^s near a river called by the Portugufe 

Galinhas, and is a large territory fubjedt to the king of 
Quoja. 

Quoja is alfo a large kingdom, and inhabited by two 
diftindt people, namely the Vey-Berkoma and Quoja- 
Berkoma, the former of which are the defcendants of 
the ancient inhabitants of Cape Monte, who were once 
a populous and warlike people, but being conquered 
by the Quojas, and reduced to iubjection, are now very 
infignificant, and few in number. In this kingdom 
are many handlbme towns and villages, the chief of 
which are fituated on the river Maguiba, which plenti- 
fully waters the whole country. 

The moft remarkable production of this country is 
the water elephant, of which great numbers are found 
in this river, and on its banks. When the natives catch 
them they prefent them to the king, who claims them 
as his particular property, but ufually compliments the 
perfons who bring them with a handfome prefent. 
This creature is properly called the hippotamus, or fea- 
horfe. It is an animal that feeds upon grafs, but fre- 
quently hides himfelf under water, where he continues 
for fome time. When he raifes his head from the wa- 
ter, he looks about to fee if any danger is near, and can 
fmell a man at a confiderable diftance.- If any thing 
frightens him, he will immediately hide himfelf in the 
water, where he will continue for a confiderable time 
before he again raifes his head. As foon, however, as 
he appears, the hunter, who has patiently waited for 
the opportunity, levels his gun at his head, and, if the 
animal happens not to fee him, it feldom mifles doing 
the wifhed for execution. If he is killed, the colour of 
the water will difcover where he lies, when they go 
with a boat, hooks, and cords, and drag him afhore. 
They then fkin him, take out his bowels, and convey 
him away on a carriage ; for his weight is very confide- 
rable, being, when full grown, from 2500 to 30001b, 

This animal, in colour and fhape, greatly refembles 
a rhinoceros, except the legs being fomewhat fhorter. 
The head is much like that of a common horfe, but the 
mouth and noftrils are much larger. His ears and eyes 
are fmall, and his hoof is cloven like that of an ox ; 
but his pattern being too weak to fupport the weight of 
the body, nature has taken care to fupply this defect 
by placing too little hoofs about it, on which he refts 
in walking, and they leave on the ground the im pre (Hon 
of four points. The body is very fmooth, but the tail 
has hair on it, and is fhort like that of an elephant. The 
udder of the females hang between the hind legs like a 
cow, but it is very final 1 in proportion to the bulk of 
the beaft. The hide is about an inch thick, and fo hard 
that it can fcarcely be penetrated with a mufkct-ball, 
which is the reafon that thole who endeavour to catch 
them generally aim at the head. The moft remarkable 
things about this animal are its tufks, which are four 
in number j they proceed from the lower jaw, and rife 
out of the mouth to a confiderable length. They are 
as thick as the horn of an ox, and weigh about 10 lb. 
each. They are very white, and always retain their 
colour ; for which reafon they are much 11 fed by ma- 
thematical inftrument-makcrs for fcales, feclors, bec, 

Uelidcs 
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Befides thefe, he has in all forty-four teeth, viz* eight 
inciters, four in each jaw; four dog teeth, two on each 
fide, which are all cylindrical ; and thirty-two grinders, 
of which there are fixteen above, and the fame number 
below. The fleih of this animal is exceeding good, 
and in fomc parts is fold at 6d. per pound. The fat is 
of equal value with the lean, being exceeding whole- 
fomc, and generally ufed inftead of butter. 

The fea horfe delights in rivers where the water is 
good, and choofes thofe parts whofe banks are well 
furnifhed with grafs. They feed chiefly on fifh, in 
pvrfuit of which they go feveral of them in a body. 
Their method is to plant themfelves at the mouths of 
lar^e rivers, by which they intercept all the fifh that 
come down it. The negroes, who have huts near the 
rivers, are obliged to guard their fields day and night, 
otherwife thefe creatures would do confiderable damage 
to their rice and corn, not only by eating it, but tramp- 
ling it down with their feet. 

There is another animal fometimcs found in this ri- 
ver that greatly refembles the above. It is much of 
the fame fize, of a brown colour, with white flreaks, a 
long neck, fhort body, fmall legs, and has horns like 
a bullock. They are only caught in the water; for 
though they are fometimcs feen on the fhore, yet they 
are fo nimble that it is impoffible for any beaft to over- 
take them. 

The territory of Hondo is divided into four princi- 
palities, the chiefs of which are appointed by the king 
of Quoja, to whom they pay annual tribute in prefents 
of brafs kettles, red cloth and fait. 

The kingdom of Folgia, and empire of Manow are 
both very extenfive, but the latter is the molt confider- 
able ; and the Folgias are in the fame manner fubjeel: 
to the emperor of Manow, as the Quojas are to the 
Folgias. 

Amnng the birds found here is one called klofi- 
fow-kegboffi, which is reckoned an ominous bird by 
the blacks. When they are on a journey, and happen 
to fee one of thefe birds, or hear it fing, they imme- 
diately return home, and if any one dies foon after, 
they fay kegbofli killed him. This bird is about the 
fize of a fparrow-hawk, and black feathered ; and its 

tifual food is pi fm ires. 

The inhabitants of thefe nations, particularly the 
Quogas, are in general good-tempered and very oblig- 
ing to ftrangers ; they are exceeding fond of fpirituous 
liquors, particularly brandy; but they are fo penu- 
rious that they will not piirchafe it, and therefore fel- 
dom have it unlefs given to them. 

The fortified villages are called San Siah, and have 
a fort of baftions, through which they pafs in and out 
of the villages by a gate fo low and narrow as to ad- 
mit only one perfon at a time. Thefe villages are cn- 
clofed with pales fattened to the furrounding trees, fo 
that nothing can be feen through the inclofure. At 
each of the gates is a hut, where a centinel is con- 
ftantly kept on guard i and when any danger is appre- 
hended from an enemy, the people proimfcuoufly re- 
tire to thefe villages, as a fecurity both to their perfons 
and property. 

Tne Quoja blacks, between their harvefts, employ 
themfelves in nfliing and hunting ; but they mull not 
follow the latter without permiffion from the king, who 
receives a moiety out of every thing they kill. 

Both men and women are nere fubjecx to many dif- 
eafes j but the moil fatal is the bloody flux, which 
often carries off prodigious numbers in a very fhoi t 
time ; and they attribute this affliction to the Sovah 
Monow, or forcerers. The beads are alfo fubjeet to 
feveral forts of dtforders not known in Europe. The 
chief of thefe is called the Ibatheba, which kills a 

§reat number of elephants, buffalos, wild boars and 
ogs. 1 



Polygamy is here allowed, as in moft other ne» 
countries ; and the firft wife has always the pre *° 
nence. The hufband maintains the boys, and the ^l* 
are taken care of by the wives. ' 6 ,f l* 

Their ceremony of marriage confifts chiefly | n Drp 
feftts made by the parents of the parties to each oth 
but the ceremony of naming their children is verynaV 
ticular. 7p * 

When a boy is to be named the father walks through 
the village armed with bows and arrows : he keeps con 
tinually tinging, and as he pafles along the inhabitants 
join him with inflruments of mufic. As foon as rl 
people are properly affembled tbey form a ring, when 
the perfon appointed to perform the ceremony^'takinjr 
the child from the mother lays it on a fhield, and puts 
a bow into one hand and a quiver in the other. He 
then makes a long harangue to the people, after which 
he addreffes himfclf to the infant, wi filing he may b c 
like his father, induftrious, hofpi table, and a good hu- 
fbandman. He then names the child, and returns it 
to the mother, after which the company retire. The 
men go to hunt for game, and to gather palm- wine 
which they bring to the houfe of the perfon belonging 
to the child, when the mother drefles the game with 
rice, and the evening is concluded with feftivity and 
diverfion. 

When a girl is named, it is brought by the mother 
or nurfe through the village, in the fame manner as the 
boy is by the father, and when the people are alfembled 
it is laid on a mat on the ground, with a fmall (haft in 
one hand. The perfon who is to name it then makts 
a long harangue, exhorting it to be a good houfe- wife 
and a good cook ; to be cleanly, challe, and a dutiful 
wife : that her hufband may love her above all his other 
wives, and fhe attend him at hunting. Such wiflies 
being concluded, he names the child, and then delivers 
I it to the mother ; after which the whole company dif- 
perfe, except a few felect friends, for whom an elegant 
entertainment is provided. 

The king of Quoja is an abfolute monarch, but his 
government is mild, and his councils are formed of 
the wifeft and mofl experienced perfons in the nation : 
however, he is jealous of his authority and preroga- 
tives, and keeps a great number of concubines, molt 
of whom are brought from the neighbouring countries. 

When the king appears in public he fits or (lands ©11 
a fhield, to denote that he is the defender of the coun- 
try, and the protector of his people. 

In criminal cafes, ofTenders fentenced to death are 
executed in fome wood at a confiderable diftance from 
the village in which they refided. Here the criminal 
kneeling, with his head bent, the executioner thrufts 
a lance through his body, after which he cuts oft his 
head with an axe or knife, and quarters him, deliver- 
ing the limbs to his refpe&ive wives. 

If a man is charged with theft, or perjury, and the 
evidence is not fufficiently clear, he takes the tnal by 
belli, a compofition made by the bclli-mo, or pue.l, 
with the bark of a tree and herbs, which is hud on the 
perfon's hand : if it does not hurt him, he is fuppolnl 
innocent; if otherwife, he is deemed guilty; in whim 
cafe he is fentenced to death, and executed in the man- 
ner before-mentioned. c 
Many ftrange maxims prevail among the ™*6 roc >"' 
thefe nations ; and to their fuperftitious notions may 
be added, the great faith they have in ™W C1 *"}™ 1 
forcerers, as alfo a fort of men whom they call w >• 
nufin : thefe they believe can fuck the blood from nit 
body of either man or beaft ; at lead they imagine hac 
they can corrupt it in fuch a manner as to mt. o 
lingering and painful difeafes. There are alf< <>i ^ 
enchanters called Pilli, whom they believe can pftvw 
the growth of their rice. 
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or CONGO 



THIS large track, fituate between the equinoctial 
v , ,nf 18 deg. fouth latitude, is bounded on 
, 1 r b v n f h e kinldom of Benin ; on the eaft by 
,he north by th e k mg thc . _ 

f "of MaCan ; S'n the weft by L Atlantic 
nrTan ^sTcontains four kingdoms, viz. Benguela, 
Ocean, as k ^ d j^^crq and each of thefe 

^e^pX^uLs, wc^all treat of them 
diftintfly. 
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SECTION I. 
E N G U E L A. 



Situation. Extent. Rivers Climate. Brief defcrip- 

lion of Benguela, the capital. 

THIS kingdom is bounded on the north by Angola, j 
on the fouth by Mataman, on the eaft by the 
Country of the Jaggas, and on the weft by the Ocean. 
Its extent is about 43° miles from eaft to weft, and 
,80 from north to fouth. The climate is fo unwhole- 
fo^e, that the very provifions are affected by the nox- 
ious quality of the air, and the Europeans who refide 
here are (hiking fpeclacles of mortality. 

The chief rivers of Benguela are, the Longo, the 
Kicai the Saint Francifco which runs through the mid- 
dle of it, and the great river Cuneni, which runs from 

eaft to weft. v • j 

Benguela, the capital of the kingdom, lies in iodeg. 

35 min. fouth lat. and gives its name to a province 

that extends about thirty miles along the coaft. In this 

city the Portuguefe have built a fort encompafled with 

fallifadoes and a ditch : the whole is furrounded with 
oufes, and fhaded with orange, lemon, banana, and 
other trees. 

The Bay of Benguela, which lies to the fouth of the 
town, is about two leagues broad at the entrance, and 
deep enough for Ihips of burthen to anchor in. 

Near the capital are feveral villages, the principal of 
which, called Manikafomba, is extenfive and well in- 
habited. 

At a village called Manikicongo, about ao miles 
from the mouth of the Bay, the Portuguefe have a ftore- 
houfe for divers articles, which they fell to the natives : 
the chief of thefe are linens, cottons, fire-arms and 
gunpowder. 

To the northward of a river called Caton-belle is 
another bay, which> from its convenience for ancho- 
rage, the Dutch call the Good Bay. The land here is 
low and fertile, and the natives breed great numbers 
of black cattle and hogs. 

1 he inland parts abound in wild beafts, as lions, 
tygers, elephants, rhinocerofes and wild mules. 

The gieateft curiofity here is a remarkable animal 
peculiar to thc country, called by the natives Abada. 
It is of the fize of an half grown calf, very (by and 
fwift of foot. It has two horns, one on the forehead, 
the other on the nape of the neck. When the animal 
is young the front horn is ftrait, but as it advances in 
age the horn bends gradually up like the tuflt of an 
tlephant. The natives hunt it for the fake of the 
front horn, which they efteem as an excellent antidote 
agamlt poifon. They look on the virtue of it to be 
greater or lefs according to the age of the animal when 
killed. The Portuguefe, in order to know thc good- 
*? cls of make ufe of the following expedient. They 
fct the horn upright on thc ground, and fufpend a 
naked fword over it point to point. If thc horn be 
pood and hard thc point of thc fword will not penetrate 
"» w wcas t when the horn is foft and young the fword 
immediately links into it, which (hews that it is not 
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arrived at its full perfection, and of courfe leffens its 
value. They alfo make a poultice of the pulverized 
bones of this creature mixed with water, which thev 
fay is a fovereign remedy againft all aches and pains at 
the body, by drawing away the peccant humours not 
only from the part affeaed, but the whole mafs <A 
blood. 

SECTION II. 
ANGOLA. 



THE Portuguefe gave the name of Angola to this 
country in compliment to a prince of that name, 
who firfl ufurped it from the king of Congo. It was 
called originally by the natives Dongo. It is bound- 
ed on the north by Congo Proper, on the fouth by 
Benguela, on the eaft by Matamba, and on the waft 

by the Ocean. 

The country is in general mountainous, and wa- 
tered by feveral rivers, the chief of which are the 
Danda and Coanza. Thefe rivers are ftored with moft 
kinds of filh, but it is dangerous to catch them on ac- 
count of the crocodiles. The Portuguefe have a fort 
at a place called Cambamba, upon the river Canza. 
The provinces of which this kingdom is compofed we 
fliall defcribe in the followiag order : 

Chiflama is divided into three parts, each of which . 
is under the direction of a governor deputed by , thj^ 
king. The country is mountainous and poorly culti- 
vated : it is famous, however, for producing a pecfeltar 
fait made by the natives from a briny kind of water 
which they dig for, and being formed into a mals they 
make cikes of it, which they exchange with the Por- 
tuguefe for meal, oil and other commodities. The 
merchants derive confiderable advantages from export- 
ing this fait to moft parts of Ethiopia, as it is not only 
excellent for food, but alfo in phyfic, being a very 

pleafant diuretic. 

The province of Sumbi is, for the moft parr, flat. 

The natives, though tall and ftrong, are, in general, 
indolent, and, of courfe, neglect the cultivation of the 
land, which, wherever induftry prevails, proves fruitful, 
and produces feveral forts of excellent gt/ain. 

The province of Rimba is divided into many di- 
ftricts under as many governors. The land is fertile, 
and the rivers abound with filh. The inhabitants are 
idolaters, but of a tractable and induftrious difpofition. 

Scetta is one of the moft rocky and mountain*** 
provinces in all the kingdom, particularly on one fide 
of it, where a ridge of perpendicular rocks ' covers a 
fpace of thirty miles in length without interruption. 
The furface of thefe rocks, however, is well inhabited 
and cultivated, enjoys a fcrene and wholefome air, and 
is plentifully fupplied with frelh water. The low land* 
are well watereel, and produce excellent pafture for 
cattle, great numbers ot which arc bred by the inhabi- 
tants ; but they often fuftain confiderable loft from the 
number of wild beaft that infeft this part of the coun- 
try. Thc torrents that flow from the hills bring with 
them great quantities of iron ore, which the inhabi- 
tants gather carefully by laying ftraw and other fuch 
materials acrofs the ftreams to receive it ; and after- 
wards, by dint of fire, convert it into excellent iron. 
In this country are alfo found great quantities of a kind 
of tranfparent ore, which the natives call Tare, and 
when wrought is, in appearance, much fuperior to 

iron. 

Bembea extends itfelf on one fide along the fea, and 
on thc other divides the kingdom of Angola from other 
nations on ohe fouth. The country is populous, and 
abounds with fmall catdc, with the hides of which the 

4 T native » 
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natives make their ga.mcnts, and they anoint their 
natives nunc ui« b people are much 

and bodies with the fat. n «-> ] P F ido i aterij 
favage than their ne-gKbo rs, are ^ , f h ^ 

ve^aS "arar/SSX ftr.°Bcm in -r, which 
K d - Je'great --^^n^^*^ 

TeSat: S^dSCE^lhcT S laying on their 
benfes in the high grafs, or among the heath or copfcs. 
Scatlitldom fail of exciting the enemy to advance 
b order to make a capture, when they fuUdenly rife, 
and furioully fall on them with the ,r armed clubs. Tins 
fchemeTs generally attended with fuccels the enemy 
fooXrendering, when their conquerors fell then, for 

^££Z3rrZ*» is divided into twelve >oni- 
fhips, whofe chiefs, though under the protection of the 
Po t .fU.efe, l.ve free and independent, being only 
obli-cd to fiirnifli them with a certa.n number o. m.hna 
\n cafes of emergency. The whole country abounds 
with wild cows and mules, which the inhabitants hunt 
and kill for food. It alio produces feveral excellent 
roots, among which one in particular refembles naif- 
nips/but is much finer in tafte, and is fa.d not only to 
attenuate phlcm, but to be almolt an admirable purifier 

of th* blood. . . : . ... j i * . 

Oacco is beautifully vane; atcd with hills and plains, 

and fo well watered with rivers and fpnngs, that it is 
oneofdwmoiWUhghtful provinces in the kingdom. 
Thefe advantages, however, are of little ufe to the na- 
tives, m they areieftrained by the lords from cultiva- 
ting any n.ore of the fcnd than what is abfolutely nccef- 
faiy to produce provifions for their families. The 
chief «ovornor of this province has twenty others under 
him,' whofe principal bufmtfs is to difcipline and exer- 
cifethp militia; for which real on this is one of the molt 
formidable provinces in the whole kingdom. 

A diilemper peculiar to the climate of this part of the 
country prevails here ; it generally begins with a violent 
head-aclf and vertigo, and is followed by convuifions, 
which foon reduce the patient to a mere fkeleton. The 
'medicine Tor this difeale is made from a plant forr.e- 
'thing like our hyfTop, which they pulverize, and drink 
the lnfulion > they alfo extract an oil from it, with which 
they anoint the parts convulferf. , 

They are likewife fubjecl: to a kind of fwelhng, that 
begins at the mouth, and fpreads itfelf all over the 
neck, which often fwells to the bignefs of the head, 
caufts cxceflive pain, and is frequently attended with 
'fuiTocation. It is generally cured by anointing the 
parts with, the oil extracted from the above-mentioned 

^Thci* /is a very lingular infect in this province, 
fomcwhat like our horfc-flies, whofe (ling is fo dange- 
rous, that if a quantity of blood be not immediately 
drawn from.the parts affeclcd, theperion is thrown into 
a violent' fever, attended wiih excellive tortures that 
commonly end in a total delirium, and, if not fpeedily 
relieved, in convulfive death. The molt remarkable 
circumftanee attending this is, that when a perfon is 
curqd, he feldom fails of a relaplc, owing mc rely to the 
bare remembrance of what he felt dining the time he 

was al i cot e q t 

toruue, that they clofe their nulcnes by putting an cud 

to ihcir exigence. 

"When the poor idolaters happen to be thing by thefe 
infects, they nave recourfe to their pnefts, who f, ek out 
for an infect of the fame kind, which having found, 
th«*y dig a hole in the earth and put it in, adding fun- 
dry fumigations, exorcifms, and fupei llition.,, . known 
only to themfelves >> after which they rill the hole with 
water, and replcnilh it as that finks, (Vnring it, and let- 
ting the caith fettle again feveral times : at length, 
without flaying till it is quite clear, and diverted of its 
dilagrri ablc earthy uftc, they give the patient plenty of 
it lodiink : this occafions a violent lit of vomiting, by 
which fo great » part of the poifon is thrown out, that 
die natural itrcngdi of the patient enables him to get rid 



of what is left behind. Many, however, who are 
by this Orange method, are fome time after feized "^l 
pains and convuifions in their nerves, which frea h 
end in a fqttled lamonefs, and- fometimes i n f j \\ 
palfy. Thbugh this method is altogether fuperPhi * 
yet, from its being fometimes effectual, the Euro ^l' 
unable to bear the excellive pain arifing iromthejr n '' 
have recourfe to it. n S» 

The province of Cabezzo is very populous and 
tile, producing not only abundance of cattle, but ajf" 
moft kinds of provifions. In one part of it is a hi'/f 
hill called the Iron Mountain, from its yielding- « r f l 
quantities of that metal, which the Poituguefe ha»e 
taught the natives to purify, and work into various kinds 
of inftruments. In this province are many large ar-d 
lofty trees, paricularly palm and cocoa trees. There 
is alio one fort that greatly refembles our apple trees 
the bark of which being cut with a kn'fe, yields an 
odoriferous juice, of the colour and confillency of ho- 
ney. It is very ufeful in medicine, but being of a hot 
nature, it muft be firft qualified by fome cooling drug. 

The Portuguefe have taken great pains to propagate 
the Roman Catholic religion in this province, amfnot 
without fuccefs, for there are lefs idolaters in it than in 
any other in the kingdom. . 

Lubolo is fituated on the fouthern banks of the river 
Coanza. Its climate is very wholefome, and its foil 
remarkably fertile, producing great plenty of all forts 
of provifions. It is chiefly noted for its excellent palm 
trees, which produce better wine, oil, and timber, than 
is to be met with in all the other parts of the kingdom. 
The greater part of the people of this province are 
Chriftians, and tributary to the Portuguefe. 

The province of Loanda is fituated in & deg. 30 min. 
fouth lat. and 13 deg. 6 min. eaft longitude. Itisone 
of the moft conhderable places belonging to the Portu- 
guefe fettlements on this fide Africa, and remarkable 
for having in it the Capital -of the whole kingdom of 
Angola. ° It is a large city, pleafantly fituated on the 
declivity of a hill near the fea coaft, and ft rongly de- 
fended by a fpacious fortrefs, in which is a church dedi- 
cated to St. Amaro, and a convent of Seftertians, bc- 
fides feveral bulwarks diat ferve to guard the entrance 
of the port. It is very populous, and greatly referred 
to, not only on account of its being the refulencc cf the 
Portuguefe governor, but alfo for its containing the 
chief courts of judicature for the whole kingdom. 1 hi- 
churches and other public buildings are fuinptuous, m 
are all thole of the merchants and officers, both fwri- 
tual and temporal. The ftreets are ftrait, wide, and re- 
gular, and are always kept exceeding clean I h<: 
houfes belonging to the Poitugucie aie built of Hone, 
and moft of them very elegantly furmfhed ; hut thee <> 
the natives are very mean, being built only of cu!r!i,ami 

thatched with draw. 

In the center of the city is a large convent belong 
to the jefuits, who are here held in the lin-hell HU-ur.- 
It is a ftately edifice, and endowed with a i«oiin«lcr!.tljir 
revenue. On one fide of it is an liolpit.il, iall'd Mr 
Mifericordia, which ius twenty-four wards or n...»nx 
for patients, belides convenient apar rments 01 in- l i- 
re Aors, phyfician, fur;yon, apothecarv, mid oih. 1 . 
tendanrs. On the other fide of the convent is * 1 .Min n 
belonging to the fraternity of St. John the n i| 1.". ■ 
a fmall diitance from thefe three buiUht^ 1- 1 1,1 
dial, which is aMargr, llately llruclm e, ^ | . 
Our Lady of the Conce ption, under whin, is anui-.i 
dicated to the Holy Sacrament. There jir al " ^ 
monafteries and clripels beh>ng'"K t() 'I 1 '' / "J , h k h j 
carmelites, and friars, which, with o( ,• 1 V« * ^ ^ 
chinches, fofunound the city, as to anlwer t h c. 

walls and fortifications. , «• { ) , vrs , 

In the city are kept p.odigious lunnbei s ir - 
who arc employed in tilling tin- grou.al. < " v lj ^ 
•burthens, and fetching water from lpn.itf« ' V,. (0I1 - 
ccr.t ifland called Koanda, the city not liavinj, 1 (J ^ 
venience of being wate red hv anv kind o nvc j ^ 
country round it, however, is very tenia, w 
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vated, and beautifully variegated with villas, gardens, 
and a variety, of 'fruit-trees. 

the Ifland of Loand^ is fituated about half a mile 
from the city ; it is very. difprbportionate in its form, 
being fifteen miles long, and only -one broad. The 
portuguefe have many houfes on - it*, as alfo a great 
number of gardens, which they keep well (locked with 
moft fprp of fruit- trees and vegetables. They have al- 
io on this ifland fey era) hand fome churches ; befides 
which there is a fpacious convent belonging to the 
jefuirs. 

The city is well fupplied with moft kinds of provi- 
fions, particularly mutton and pork, the latter of which 
is greaply ejleemed by the Europeans. They .have alfo 
plenty of filh, which are caught on the coafts of the 
Ifland of Loanda. The bread ufed by the Europeans is 
made of millet and fndjan wheat ; but that ufed by the 
natives is made from the meal of the manioc root. The 
latter alfo prefer dogs flefh to any other, for which rea- 
fon numbers of thofe, animals are fattened up, flaugh- 
tered, and expofed at the public fhambles. 

Small payments here .are made either in zimbis (the 
fhelis of a final] fifh) or elfe beads, the latter of which 
are of various fizes, colours, and faihions, and are 
worn by fome of the natives as ornaments to their arms, 
necks, and wrilts. , Larger payments are made with 
pieces of cloth of their own manufacture, of a dated 
length and breadth ; and where the fum is confiderable 
it is ufually paid in flaves. 

Benga, or Bengo, is fituated on a river of the fame 
name. It is a fertile country, and produces great 
plenty of maize and millet, as alfo a prodigious num- 
ber of banana and bacova trees. The province 'is di- 
vided into many diftri&s, the chiefs of which are na- 
tives, though tributary to the Portuguefe. Here are 
eight churches, three of which are called Parimes, and 
one of them belongs to thejefuits, who celebrate their 
feftivals in it with the greateft pomp and magnificence. 

The province of Danda is fituated to the north of 
Bengo. This province is well watered, very fertile 
and produces plenty of grain, with various kinds of 
fruits ; but it ls greatly infefted with crocodiles and 
large ierpents, which harbour in the rivet Bengo. The 
inhabitants are moftly Chriftians, for which reafon here 
are feveral churches regularly ferved by fecular priefls. 
The chief of thefe are fituated at the mouth of the 
Danda ; and at fome diflance from it is another, as alfo 
lcvcral chapeh and oratories, all of which belong to the 
jcJuits, who take great pains in endeavouring to brino 
over the unconverted to a fenfe of Chritlianity. 

Mofeche is fituated on the northern banks of the river 
Coanza The foil is very fertile, and, befides ^rain, 
is remarkable Tor producing the manioc ,oot, which is 
o plentiful, th a c large quantities of it are annually fent 
to the city of Loanda. 

In this province are mines of feveral metals, particu- 
larly m the government of. Cambamba. What is very 
remarkable each mine tinges the complexion of the in- 
habitants who live in that terrify ; for rhou R h they 
area! naturally black, yet <hofe near the ftlvef mines 
mfZ r t!u *!\ com P ,e *'<>» from thole that live near the 
^ fr 1 ^ ™* which cannot be otherwifc ac- 

r^ /or *™ fi-onuhc effluvia that exhales from the 
Uititrcnt metals. 

thelllmi* i?.i" v i dcd in t to ™<> .parts, dininguifhed by 
he names of W.gher and f .owcr. The former is fitua- 

f f^ n th« r^crs Benpo and Calucata ; and the 
w h. T n tt Duruiao " "<>'th, and the Benito 

Kn A* 1 * Ch,Cfly CM *™. W * tribute to the 
n Sol! !ifiher * ila ™K has mincs of "Hellene iron, and 

How a „ T Uam ' fr T lhc ft,mmit ™<* which 

and win w g,OUB niunb 7 "Springs and rivulets of clear 
u MfcUfc l >mC * hU h *+™ only exceeding good 

K uW °Vf n ' rc ferviw-in contributing toVr. 
Hut part of the country. Tin, province* r ays a 
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confiderable tribute to the king of Portugal, and the 
governor of it is obliged to maintain a numerous militia 
or his lervice. 

Oarii is fituated on the northern banks of the river 
Coanza, and adjoins to the province of Mofeche. It 
is watered by a great number of fmall rivers that fall in- 
to the Coanza, but which, in the time of ;he great 
rains, become large* rapid, and dangerous. In this 
province are two fortreffes belonging to the Portuguefe, 
at each of which they keep a ftrong garrifon. 

Embacca> or Membacca, is fituated on the north fide 
of the river Lucala, and between that and the Higher 
lllamba. It is wholly fubject to the Portuguefe ; for 
though the lord who governs it a flumes a claim to a 
kind of independency, yet it is granted him only on con- 
dition that he fhall maintain, at his own expence, a nu- 
merous militia for their fervice. Thefe troops, though 
idolaters, are flout, warlike, and well difciplined, and 
never betray any fear of death when they engage an 
enemy ; for which reafon the Portuguefe value them 
above all the reft in the kingdom. 

The trade carried on in this kingdom, by the Portu- 
guefe and other Europeans, confilts chiefly in purcha- 
fing flaves ; and, indeed, it was this inhuman commerce 
that firft invited the Portuguefe to this part of Africa. 
The commodities brought in exchange are broad cloths, 
crimfon and other filks, velvets, cambrics, Hollands 
of all forts, gold and filver lace, broad and narrow 
ilriped tickings, black fcrges, Turkey carpets, threads 
and filks of all forts and colours, Canary and other 
wines, brandy and other fpirituous liquors, oil, (pices 
of all forts, loaf fugar, knives, fifhing- hooks, pins, 
needles, fmall bells, variety of other trinkets and bau- 
bles, glafs beads of all fizes and colours, rings of the 
fame, or other materials, fire- arms, fv/ords, cutlafles, 
and other weapons. 

The people of each of thefe provinces are divided 
into four different clafTes. The firlt is that of Macotas, 
who are a kind of noblemen. The fecond confifts of 
thofe ftiled the Children of the Dominion, who are the 
original natives of the country, of either fex, whether 
merchants, artificers, or hufbandmen. The third is 
that of the Quificos, or flaves, who are the property 
and inheritance of the lords of that province, which de- 
volves, like all other real eftates, to their heirs and fuc- 
ceffors. And the laft is the Mabicas, who are the flaves 
either taken in war, purchafed, or condemned to for- 
feit their freedom for fome crime or mifdemeanor. 

The king of Angola acknowledges no fubjedlion to 
the king of Congo : he is entirely independent, and, 
from the protection he receives from the Portuguefe, 
preferves an abfolute authority. When his troops en- 
;age an enemy, they divide themfelves into three bo- 
lics, at certain diflances from each other. In the center 
one is the general, who directs all their motions by the 
found of feveral warlike inilrumcnts. They then move 
forwards, retire, or wheel about, as thofe direct, and 
fall on the enemy with great fury, making at the fame 
time a moll hideous noife. If they find themfelves 
likelv to be difconcerted, they take flight, (for they 
are great cowards,) nor is it poffible for their general to 
rally them ; fo that the fate of a battle depends on the 
fuccefs of the full unlet. 

Their mufical inliruments ufed in war are of feveral 
kinds and fizes. One of the loudeU of them fome what 
refembles the drum. Another an inverted pyramid, 
with the point fixed on the ground. The third fort is 
made of elephants teeth : they are of various fizes, ant' 
in their form, fomewhat r-efemble our Uei man flutes. * 

The draft of the military oHicers is. very grand, and 
they appear much taller than they really are, as well as 
more terrible, by the length and variety ofollrich, pea- 
cock, and other feathers with which they ornament theii 
caps. About their necks they wear feveral links of iron 
chain, to which are failened great quantities of ring-, 
that make a loud jingle at every motion. For the fan 9 
purpofe alio they hang a number of bells about their 
middle, the lioifc oi' which they fuppolc animates the • 

fold it r» 
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foldicrs to fight with more ardour, and at the fame 
time gives them a greater air of pomp and grandeur. 
They wear bufkins on their legs after the manner of the 
Portuguefe. Their weapons are the bow, fword, tar- 
get, aiid dagger. Thofc, however, who carry the 
bow are not allowed to wear the target, but only the 

fword and dagger. , . A 

The common foldiers, who go naked from the wailt 
upwards, fight with bow and dagger, and in their gir- 
dles they wear large crooked knives. Some of them 
life broad fwords, muflcets, and piftols, which they 
pui chafe of the Portuguefe. 

The language of the people of Angola and Congo is 
radically the iamcj but the dialefts of the different 
provinces differ fo eflentially in pronunciation, that it is 
difficult for thofe born in places remote from each 
other to converfe together. 

The remaining particulars we have to mention of this 
kingdom are relative to the mountains, of which there 
is ° remarkable ridge extending itfelf north-eaft from 
Cape Negro. Some of thefe, on account of their pro- 
digious height and coldnefs, are called by the Portu- 
guefe Monti Freddi ; and fome others, which are Mill 
higher, they call Monti Nevofi, on account of their 
fnowy tops, the waters of which, falling in great plenty 
during the fummer feafon, form a confiderable lake 
below. But the mod confiderable one of all is that 
called Cambambo, on which there is a mine that pro- 
duces excellent filver. The Portuguefe have long fince 
made themfelves mafters of this place, and, in order to 
fecure it, have built a very flrong fortrefs. 

SECTION III. 

CONGO PROPER. 

Situation. Extent. Boundaries. Rivers. Climate. Pro- 
ductions in general. 

CONGO Proper is fituated between the ad and nth 
degree of fouth latitude, and between the 3*d and 
4 1 It degree of eaft longitude, extending in length, from 
north to fouth, 540 miles, and in breadth, from eaft 
to weft, about 410 miles. It is bounded on the eaft 
by the kingdoms of Makoko and Matamba, on the weft 
by the Atlantic Ocean, on the north by the river Zaire, 
and on the ibuth by Angola, from which it is feparated 
by the river Dande. 

It is watered by many rivers, the chief of which is 
the Zaire, navigable for fhips of burthen about 70 
miles up the country. From this river run feveral 
fmall ones, which not only water the country, but arc 
alfo very convenient for the merchants and other inha- 
bitants, who can go in canoes from one village to ano- 
ther. In the courfe of this river are feveral fmall iflands, 
the inhabitants of which arc under the government of 
lords appointed by the king of Congo. The principal 
of thefe are two, fituated near the mouth of the river, 
and called Bommo and Quintella, the firft of which is 
remarkable for having many mines of irbn. Though 
thefe iflands are all inhabited, yet there is not a houje 
to be feen, the ground being fo low and marfhy, that it 
is almoft conftantly under water ; for which reafon the 
Negroes live chiefly in their canoes, or under trees, 
round which they build their huts, raifed feveral feet 
above the ground. Thefe iflanders are a ftrong and 
rcfolute people, but they are very unpolifhed in their 
manners. They have no marriage, or betrothing, but 
from their youth form fuch alliances as their inclina- 
tions direct, without any ceremony. They are under 
the government of particular chiefs and officers, who 
are chofen by a majority of voices. 

The 1 Hand of Quintella is remarkable for having an 
idol which no one dare approach but the perfons appoint- 
ed to attend, and fecure the way to it from being dif- 
covered. To effect this they are themfelves obliged, 
as often u they go thither, to take fuch a path as they 
think no Other pcrfen can find out. Many perfons, 
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particularly in cafes of ficknefs, make rich offering 
this idol, all which are totally deftroyed ; for as foo t0 
they are dedicated, the perfon attending conveys them 
to the idol, which is placed on a large plain, furround 
ed with a wall made of elephants teeth, where they 
hung on poles, and there left till time has entirely 
ftroyed them. 7 

The river Zaire receives its water from three lakes 
the firft of which is the Zambre, the fecond the Zaire 1 
and the third a great lake from whence the Nile is fun* 
pofed to have its fource. The Zambre, however is 
the moft confiderable, being, as it were, the center 
from whence proceeds all the rivers in this part of 
Africa. The other rivers in this kingdom are incon-. 
fiderable. 

The kingdom of Congo is divided into fix provinces 
the fituations of which, together with their names and 
titles, are as follow. Along the coaft, the county or 
earldom of Son go, and the great duchy of Bamba. To 
the north-eaft, the duchy of Sundi, and the marquifate 
ofPango. Eaftward, the duchy of Bala. In the mid- 
dle, the marquifate of Pemba. To thefe provinces 
muft be added the territories or lordfhips of Amalaca 
Dambi Ambuila, Dembo Quingengo, Dembo Angona] 
the little duchy of Ovando, and the territory of Sova 
Cavanga. Thefe diftridts, however, are fo very tri- 
fling, that they do not merit any particular notice ; and 
with refpect to the provinces themfelves, which form 
the kingdom of Congo, we (hall leave the particulars of 
them till we have taken a general view of the country. 

The climate of Congo is much lefs fultry than might 
naturally be expected from its fituation, it being fo near 
the equator. Their winter months are April, May, 
June, July, and Auguft ; during which they have al- 
moft continual rains, whereby the rivers are fo 1 welled 
as to overflow the principal part of the country. The 
winds in winter blow from north to weft, and from north 
to north-eaft. Thefe winds drive the clouds towards 
the mountains, where being gathered and comprefied, 
they at length condenfe into water. In the fummer the 
winds blow from the fouth to the fouth-eaft, and as they 
clear the fouthern Ikies, fo they drive the rain into the 
northern regions. Thefe winds are of infinite fervice in 
cooling the air, the heat of which would otherwife be 

infupportable. 

1 here are mines of feveral metals, particularly iron 
and copper, in this kingdom. In the mountainous 
parts are large quarries, that produce not only excellent 
ftone, but alfo porphyry, jafper, and marble of various 
colours. 

The foil of this country is fertile, and produces feve- 
ral forts of grain, particularly rice and maize. Thry 
have alfo great plenty of a grain called luko, which in 
its form refembles muftard-feed, but when ground, 
produces flour little inferior to that from wheat. The 
manioc root is like wife cultivated here, and much ad- 
mired by the Portuguefe, who, inftead of making it 
into bread, bruife it very fmall, and either eat it raw, or 

elfe boil it in broth. 

Various forts of vegetables are cultivated with very 
little labour. Among thefe arc turnips, cabbages, 
potatoes, radifties, cauliflowers, carrots, and fpinage, 
befides others not known in Europe. They have alio 
feveral ufeful herbs, as hylTop, thyme, fweet marjoram, 

balm, fage, mint, &c. . . 

Here is great variety of fruits, among which art 
oranges, lemons, citrons, guavas, ananas, hananas, 
pompions, melons, dates, and the kola fruit. I^ iat 
of thefe is about the fize of a pine-apple, and the trim, 
which is enclofed within a thin hufk, taftes much iik* 
chefnuts. 



It is not only valued for being 
eat, but for its great efficacy in removing any diiorac 
that particularly affefts the liver. 

There are feveral forts of trees here that arc duwir 

guifhed for having medicinal q«»»i^M»>" o n«^„ r 
one called Angarfa, the root of* which, boded n water, 
is in infallible remedy for violent pains in theUacs. 

The 
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The khifckka is another tree of a medicinal virtue, 
*nv part of which being reduced to powder, and mixed 
*irh water is good againft fevers; and, in cafes of 
fainting, if applied either to the forehead or temples, 
is equally efficacious as hartfhorn. 

The jakafla tree grows very tali, is of a red colour, 
and has the virtue of curing the tooth-ach and fore 
enms ; but it is very pernicious to birds, for if they 
*nce fettle on its boughs, they foon fall dead to the 

sphere is likewife a tree which bears a fruit refemb- 
ling a lemon. This very fingular production of na- 
ture called mignamigna, poffefTes two oppofite occult 
qualities in the molt eminent degree, being at once a 
deadly poifon and powerful antidote. If a perfon is 
infected by the fruit, the leaves are a certain cure; if 
by the leaves, the fruit has the lame effect ; and the 
wood is deemed both as pernicious and efficacious as 

either. 

The wild animals are, elephants, lions, tyge; s, leo- 
pards, buffaloes, bears, wolves, large wild cats, ca- 
mtlions, apes, monkies, Sec. The tame animals are, 
oxen, cows, fheep, goats and hogs ; befides which 
they have great plenty of flags, fallow deer, roe- 
bucks, hares and rabbits. Poultry is very plentiful, 
particularly cocks, hens, geefe and ducks. They have 
alfo abundance of wild fowl, as partridges, pheafants, 
woodcocks, pigeons, doves, hens, Sec. 

There are great numbers of parrots, molt of which 
are very large, and either of a grey or green colour ; 
but there is one fpecies exceeding fmall, not being 
larger than fparrows, and their feathers are beautifully 
variegated. The moft admired among the fmall birds 
are thofe called Birds of Mufic ; they are about the 
fize of a canary bird, but they greatly differ in the co- 
lour of their feathers ; fome are all red, and others 
green, with their fee: and bills only black ; fome again 
are all white, grey, dun or black. Thefe lalt have the 
moft agreeable note, and are kept in cages by the better 
fort of people, merely for the fake of their fong. 

The reptiles here are fcorpions, millipedes, vipers, 
fnakes and ferpents. Among the fnakes there is one 
fpecies fo amazing large, that it is faid it will fwallow 
a whole fheep. It is called the Great Water Adder, 
from its being chiefly found in the rivers. It goes, 
however, on land in fearch of prey, and climbs the 
trees, where it lies in wait for the cattle that come to 
pafture. As foon as a fheep or hog arrives near the 
tree the fnake immediately defcends, and winding its 
tail round the hinder parts of the animal, fecures it from 
moving, when he kills and devours it. When he has 
gorged his prey, he becomes for fome time flupid, but 
as foon as he recovers, he immediately makes for the 
Water, where he continues till nccefTity obliges him to 
feck for farther fubfiftence. 

The Teas and rivers abound with a great variety of 
fifh; among others in the former are prodigious quan- 
tities of furdinias and anchovies - t and in the latter are 
plenty of fturgeons, foles, barbel, trout, tench, and 
other excellent fifh. They have alfo feveral kinds of 
fl»ell-fifh, us oyflers, mufcles, cockles, and large ciabs, 
which are generally found at the mouths of the rivers. 

Complexion. Form. Bijpofi lions. Drefs. Diva s modes 

«f travelling Buildings. Domcjlic utenjils. rood. 

Divnftons. Marriages. Jbfliuence. Funeral ceremonies 

tf /he natives of Congo. Their religion, and the bap- 
t'fi* of a king. * 1 

THK complexion of the original natives is gene- 
r «dly black, but flnce they have intermixed with 
■ l nruifH! li-, many are of nn olive colour. Some 
; , 0 1,4,1 ;UhI roluifr, but they are moflly of a middling 
lail, »*. Tiny have all black, c urling hair, bm tlicir 
, s l» Hat, neither are theu "lip;, fo duck as 

tm : lr u{ the n.^roes in general. 

ain 1 ,ll r ,r ^'|H>ntions thev are proud and haughty 
among thmvielvrs, but to ilrangm thev arc very al- 
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fable and courteous. They have a natural propenfity 
to theft, and whatever they get, either by flealing or 
otherwife, they fpend in liquors, of which they are 
very fond, and frequently drink to the gi catcft excel!- , 
They have naturally a ready turn of wir, and, when 
fober, will conveife with great circumfptction. Thev 
are, however, very revengeful, and whenever thev 
think themfelves offended, nothing will fatisfy them 
but deft roying the object of their refentment, which 
they generally effect by poifon. 

The drefs of the common people confifts of a loofe 
garment that reaches from the middle to the ancles, 
and fome have the bottom ornamented with a fringe. 
It is faftencd round the waift with a kind of firing made 
of leaves. Some ufe girdles made of bulruflies or 
palm leaves, which they plait together. They have 
a cap on their heads made to fit clofe, and generally 
carry fome weapon in their hands. The upper part of 
the body is bare in both fexes, and their arms and legs 
are ornamented with brafs, copper, or iron bracelets. 
The garment of the better fort is made of cloth or 
ferge, under which they have a white fhirt. The gar- 
ments of the women are much fhorter than thofe of 
the men. 

When the great men travel they are carried in ham- 
mocks made either of net-work or ftrong fluffs, the 
manner of which is thus: the hammock is faflened to 
a long pole about a foot from each end ; and when Lhe 
perfon has got into the hammock, two men, one be- 
fore and the other behind* take up the pole, and lay 
it on their llioulders, carrying the perfon in this man- 
ner a confiderabie way without refling. Win n they go 
long journies they have four men, who relieve each 
other, in doing which they are fo expert that they never 
flop, but fhift as they walk, at the fame time keeping 
their ufual pace. This is a very eafy method of tra- 
velling, the perfon fitting or lying in the hammock as 
he thinks proper ; and they have fomctimcs a piece of 
callico thrown over the pole to fheiter them from the 
heat of the fun. 

Another method of travelling ufed here is thus : in- 
ftead of a hammock they fatten two ropes to the pole, 
one of which is much fhorter than the other - t they are 
each tied in two parts, and hang like fwings; in the 
former the perfon fits, and at the bottom of die latter is 
a fquare piece of board, on which he refls his feet. 
The perfon carried generally holds an umbrella in his 
hand to flicker him from the heat of the fun, or the 
inclemency of the weather. The realbn of their tra- 
velling in this manner is from their want of hoi li s, 
there not being any of thofe animals in the whole 
kingdom. 

They form little towns or villages by erecting f verul 
houfl'6 together in the mid ft of an inclofurc. Thefe 
buildings are made of wood, and covered with tiie 
branches of trees : each houfc is divided into feveral 
apartments, the innermoft of which is adapted for the 
women : they are all on the ground floor, and without 
windows, the only light they have being admitted at 
the door, which is fo fmall that they are obliged to 
Hoop when they pafs it. The inclofures of the houfes 
aie formed by trees, which grow fo dole together lhae 
they not only ferve as a fence, but alio to keep off the 
violent heat of the fun. 

Their neccflary utenflls are pots, kettles, cal aba flies 
to hold their provifions, a mill to grind their corn, a 
hatchet to fell timber, and Ibme initruments of agri- 
culture. Some of them have beds made of coatfc 
cloth fluffed with llraw, or the leaves of trees, but the 
generality lie upon loofe ftraw fpread on the ground. 

The food of the common people confifls principally 
of rice, fifh, potatoes, and other roots j but the better 
fort live chiclly on flefh and fowl. Their common 
think is water, and fomctimcs they regale themlMvcw 
with palm wine, or brandy mixed with water. 

The natives who re fide near towns live chiefly by 
trade: but in the country parts they are piineipally 
employed in agriculture, and keeping cattle. About 
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thr river Zaire fome of them fubfift by fifhing, fome by 
drawing palm wine, and others by weaving. 

Dc'uvj, vuv fond of ddivity and diverfion, in mod 
vlllag^sdic people allemble every evening at fome open 
placed where they fori.; a ring, in the center of which is 
placed a hr^c woodwi platter full of provifions. The 
elded of the 'company, who is called Makuluntu, gives 
to tach hi* pouion, which he divides with fuch exa<2> 
neis, that no pcilon has the lead reafon to complai 
They do not make ufe either of cnps or gladls, but on- 
ly a l:irge fiufk, v.hi<h, when any one wants to drink, 
the makuhiniu hold* to the perfon's mouth ; and when 
he thinks he has drank enough, he takes the tiufk away, 
it is remaikible, that ifany Grangers happen to come 
by at the time of thefe feftivities, they are equally wel- 
come to participate with the reft of theguefts, and al- 
ways take their place-in the ring, without being aiked 
either who they are, or from whence they came. 
•They alfo make feads on fcvcral particular occafions, 
fuel) as gaining a law-fuit, a marriage, the birth of a 
child, or any lingular advancement in life. At thefe 
Rails they dance, and [ing love-longs, which are attend- 
ed with a variety of mufical inftruments, confiding of 
flutes, pipes, ivory trumpets, and drums, the latter of 
which are made of thin wood, and covered with the fkin 
ol a bead. 

Thr n^arriages of the natives of Congo, who hsve 
h' en omveitcd by the Portuguefe to the Romifh reli- 
gion, are celebrated according to tiie rites of that 
church ; but the generality of them preferve their an- 
tienr idolatrous maMms, are married by their own 
jiiieils, and have a number of wives, each taking as 
n. any as lie tl inks himfelf able to maintain. 

A man who is detected in having a criminal inter- 
rourfe with another's wife, is obliged, as a compenfa- 
tion for the injury, to give the value of a flave to the 
hufiv.nd ; but the woman receive s no other punifhment 
than aflong pardon of her hufbind for the offence (lie 
ha-, committed. Thole who are detected in cohabiting 
together w ithout the ceremonies of marriage are puniih- 
l\[ Vvuh a nne, which is levied in pioportion to the 
clicumilan of the offenders. 

The Pagan priells here lay certain injunctions on 
voung people, inch as obliging them to abdain from 
<atin<; either fome forts of poultry, the flifh of certain 
beads, fruits of different kinds, roots either raw or 
boiled after this or that manner, with the like ridiculous 
obligations, which they call kejilla. Thefe rules are 
as inviolably kept a^. they are 11 r idly enjoined. They 
would fooncr fad till they perifhed, than tafte the lead 
bit of what has been forbidden ; for they think that if 
they commit the lead uefpafs again d the kejilla, they 
ihall efitainly die in a vcy fhoit time. The prepodef- 
iion of their minds on this head is evident from the 
following dory mentioned by Merolla in his voyage to 
Congo. " A young black (fays he) upon his journey, 
who had received the kejilla, coming to a fr iend's houle 
at night, his hoft next morning had for break fad a wild 
fowl, which is much better than a tame one. The 
gucil hereupon demanded if it was a wild hen, and being 
nnfwered in the negative, he fit down and eat very 
heaitily. Pour years after, thefe two meeting together 
again, the country black allced his friend, who was 
not yet married* if he would eat a wild hen ? The 
young man anfwering that he had received the kejilla, 
and therefore could not, the other laughed, and afked 
what made him refute it now, when he had eaten it at 
his table lb many ycats before? At hearing this the 
other began to tremble, and, by the edcdls of imagina- 
tion, died in lefs than 24 hours." 

When the corpfe of any great per fori is to be interred, 
they Ipieail the way with leaves and branches of trees. 
I le mull bkewife be tanieil in a llraitline to the grave; 
lb that ifany houfe or wall happens to interrupt the 
j ,:!la;v'» lt mufl be immediately pulled down. .On thefe 
01 radons fever.il (laves were formeily faerifieed to feiv: 
1 heir ma.ler in the other world; but lincc the Portu- 
(;uele have worked a ic* formation among the molt dif- 
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ttnguifhed part of thefe deluded people, that nrMr , 
been entirely laid afide, and only preferveH , e > 
who dill driclly adhere to their ordinal by th °k 

Thefe, however, are obliged to it ^^f*T« 
diould it be known, they would not onlv he 1 . 
but feverely punifiied by thofe of diperioV power wk ' 
are drong advocates for the Romifh perfuafmn * 

.The Portuguefe have taken great pains to introc^r 
andedabhfh their religion in this country. The *f 
rhation was brought about in the reign of Don Fohn T" 
Fourth, by means of a naval commander of ,ank rl\f 

of Africa, in the courle of his voyage came to ancho 
in the mouth of the river Zaire. PJeafed v/irh his r 
ception by the natives, he took five of them home with 
him, and prefented them to his majedy at the court of 
Lifbon. Having acquired fome knowledge of the Por 
ruguefe language during the voyage, they ingratiated 
themh Ives fo far with the king, by the pertinent anfwers 
they made to the queftions he put to them, that he or- 
dered Cam to take them back to their own country, and 
to ufe his utmod endeavours to make a convert of the 
African king to the Romifh church. The attempt fur- 
ceeded : the king became a convert, erected a magni- 
ficent church, and was himfelf 'baptized in the molt 
public manner ; as were his queen and court foon after. 



JDefcripttcn of the City of St. Salv adore. 
Sf lend or and Magnificence. Revenues. 
Civil Adminifiration and Traffic. 



The King's 
Armament 



THIS city is fmiated upon a very high hill, moftly 
of folid rock, on the top of which is a plain about 
10 miles in circumference, which commands a moil 
extenfive and delightful profpecT, and is beautifully 
fhaded with a great variety of fruit trees, as palm, ta- 
marind, plantain, kola, lemon, and orange trees. Tl\? 
air is alfo exceeding wholefome. The hill has fome 
iron mines, which are of fingular ufe to the inhabitants, 
who fabricate it into weapons and indruments of agri- 
culture. From thefe, and other conveniences, it is 
little to be wondered at that the Congo monarchs fhould 
have made this fpot their ufual place of refidence. The 
king's palace is a very fpacious and beautiful ftruc- 
ture. 

The mod confiderable buildings in the city, cxcln- 
five of the palace, are 1 2 churches, of which one is the 
cathedral; a college belonging to the jefuits, where four 
of them are condantly employed in teaching the Latin 
and Portuguefe, and in catechifing the people ; and, 
ladly, the "Portuguefe fort, which is a Itrong and fpa- 
cious edifice. 

The churches, and other public buildings, except rhc 
jefuit's college, have done foundations; but the roofs 
are veiy mean, being covered only with draw; and 
they are indifferently provided with utenfils for the ce- 
lebration of divine offices. 

The city is well fupplied with frefh water by two ex- 
cellent fountains. The one is in a place called St. 
JamesVfbccr, and the other within the walls of ill'' 
"court. Befnh s thefe there is, on the call fule, neat 
the foot of the hill, a fpring of excellent water, called 
the Vefe, which falls into the river Lelunda, and lei vis 

to water the adjacent country. 

Before the threat church is a fpacious fquair, on on* 
fide of which a lar^e maiket is every day kept lor the 
fale of provifions. 'The red of the fuuai e is (uitmmd.a 
with elegant houfes, chiefly inhabited by nobeiuni. 
The city is very populous, the number of inhabitants 

being computed at 4,0,000. , , 

The authority of the king of Congo is ablolute, 11*. 
lives and property of his iiibjefcls being entimly at m 
difpofal. They approach him, on all mTafmm, uiiw 
moll fubmimve manners ami whoever nt[\Wt s «[ a ^j; 
proper refpeel and obedience to hiii'j i- punilne-i vv ^ 
perpetual flavciy. He has .1 council, ( iililMn" « 
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perfons w ho arc his f.xvt mites, ami v.iih v/nom 
vifcsin all matters icLuive to tlie .dla:^ ui Uaf 
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oidersof a public nature are alfo made known by them, 
to which the people are obliged to pay the fame obe- 
dience as if ifiued by the king himfclf. He is always 
attended by a number of the nobility, who dwell in and 
about the palace, befidcs his domeftics, and other offi- 
cers of his houfchold. He has alfo a (trong guard, 
which he keeps not only for the dignity of his court, 
but for the fccurity of his perfon. ^ He gives public au- 
dience twice a week, but no one is permitted to fpeak 
to him except his favourite nobles. His drefs is very 
rich, being for the moft part cloth of gold or filver, 
with along velvet. mantle. He generally wears a white 
cap on his head, as do all his favourites ; but if any of 
the latter come under the difpleafure of the king, he 
orders the cap to be taken off, which is the highefl 
mark of indignity they can receive; this white cap being 
confidered here as a badge of nobility or knighthood, 
and of no lefs honour than the (lar or gartar in Europe. 

When the king goes abroad he is attended by a nu- 
merous retinue j for. not only his nobles accompany 
him, but likewife all the principal men of the city, 
feme of whom go before, and others behind. He is al- 
io attended by a numerous guard, armed with fabres, 
lances, or bows and arrows. 

When he goes to the cathedral, the Portuguefe, both 
temporal and fpiritual, as well as the grandees, mud 
wait on him, and return with him to the palace : but 
the Portuguefe are not obliged to attend him on any 
other occafioh. At thefe times. the king is drefled in 
his richeft robes, which confift of a long mantle or 
cloak of filk or velvet, ornamented in the moft fump- 
tuous manner. On his head he wears a bordered cap, 
and round his neck are chains of gold, intermixed with 
the fineft coral. He has a fort of half boots on his legs, 
and his arms and wrifts are decorated with bracelets of 
gold. 

There are other times alfo when his majefty's pomp 
and grandeur are particularly difplayed. One of thefe 
is when he gives public audience to his nobles, or any 
foreign envoys, which is generally after dark. The 
courtiers pafs through a long gallery, between two ranks 
of Negroes, bearing waxen flambeaux. His majefly 

e 

brilliants of the firffc lultre. On his 'right hand ftands 
an officer, waving an handkerchief at a little diftance, 
to caufe an agreeable breeze. At his left ftands ano- 
ther, bearing in his right hand a fc^ptre, and in his left 
a bow. He is furrounded by attendants, each holding 
a flambeaux in his hand. 

On thefe days he caufcs all the noblemen, then in 
the bounds of the palace, to be numbered, and a pro- 
vjlion is made accordingly. The entertainment is 
prepared in the iargeft apartments in the palace, and the 
provifion. are brought in pots, fome of which contain 
boiled be. is others nefh and fi(h, and fome are filled 
yth millet, feafoned only with fait and palm-oil. When 

mH? J 8 'V C ? d * the kin 8 fends to thc grated lords 

- , ,n a woode n pUtter, with a fmall flafk 
aim-Wine but thc others are called up by their 

S the^ 
as th 



nvgiuw, uwjiiiy wdxen namjoeaux. nis majelt 

is feated in a chair otftate, under a fuperb canopy. H 
is elegantly habited in a robe of tiffue, ornamented witi 



As foon 
the king's 
clap their 
thanks and 



mey retire to an adjoining apartment. 

nr*c£L .T? eatin 8» all come into 
£ 9 f f fa,lin ? "P™ their knees 

!ft a . ftcr which they depart home, except the 
« n him during the remainder of the day. 

^S^LZ Q ^ n ' lives with great fplen- 

Nvho MtTS u Sbc m tt 8 rcat number of la- 
«W.r, Zl T\l n }f r •ternarivcly, both day and 
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*r Hit- grated homage 

I^pt-tual navery ' 



ng s concubines are obliged to pay 
n«ge i for mould they behave to her 
they would be punimed with 



The king's revenue con fifts chiefly in t!:e tribute that 
is paid to him by feveral vaffal princes, and which the 
mani, or governors of the fix chief provinces, are 
obliged to gather for him. There are otheis that make 
him a kindof free-will offerings, fome of cattle, others 
of grain, wine, palm-oil, and the like, as acknow- 
ledgements for the lands they hold under him. He is 
alfo proprietor of all the zimbis, or cockle-fhells, (the 
current coin of this and other neighbouring kingdbms,) 
which brings him in exchange flaves, elephants teeth, 
fanders, fluffs, cattle, millet, and other commodities. 
Fines and confiscations likewife bring him a considera- 
ble income. To which may be added his power in levy- 
ing taxes on his fubjects as often as he pleafes ; but this 
he feldom does, except in cafes ofnecefikyj the po- 
verty of his fubjects being fo great, that if he were to 
repeat ffich impofitions often, it might fubject them to 
revolt, and confequently produce ibn.e difagreeable 
confequences. 

The king's forces are not veiy numerous, nor are 
they either well cloathed or difciplined. The beft of 
them are the mufketeers, who, having been taught the 
ufe of fire-arms by the Portuguefe, retain the art' of 
handling them with furprifing dexterity. All the king's 
fubjedts may be faid to be foldiers ; for whenever there 
is occafion, and he thinks proper to command, they 
muft all attend. 

Thefe foldiers are taught to fall on the foe with a 
dreadlefs kind of bravery, or rather fury, which they 
do accordingly upon all occafions ; but as their arms are 
of little ufe in fuch violent and irregular onfets, for 
want of better difcipline, they are fometimes put to the 
rout, and when that happens they are feldom able to 
rally ; fo that the breaking of the very firft body is 
moflly attended with the lofs of the battle. The flight 
of one army generally animates the other to an obftinate 
purfuit, the confequences attending which are dreadful, 
and the carnage always great. When the conquerors 
think proper to relinquish the purfuit, they return and 
plunder the enemy's camp, feize all the men, women, 
and children they meet with, and fell them to the Euro- 
peans for flaves. They look upon this as the moft 
confiderable part of the fpoil, and therefore di/patch 
them as foon as pofllble to the fea-fide, or to fome in- 
land market. Few of thofe wounded in die battle fur- 
vive, their arrows and darts being infected with fo dead - 
ly a poifon, that if they draw blood, and the perfon is 
not provided with fome extraordinary antidote, it is 
fure to caufe a fpeedy and unavoidable death. 

After a conqueft, terms of peace are propofed by 
the victor, which, though favourable on his own parr, 
arc generally accepted by thc vanquifhed ; but they ar« 
no longer attended to by the latter, than while he be- 
comes furficiently formidable to renew the war. 

With refpedtto the fucceflion to the crown of Congo 
no order is obferved, neither legitimation or feniority 
taking place farther than the ruling nobles think pro- 
per, who efteem all alike honourable, and c hoofing him 
among the king's fons for whom they have the greatcft 
refpect, or think the moft proper to govern. Some- 
times they fet afide all the children, and give the crown 
to a brother, nephew, or fome other diftant relation. 

In order that juftice may be adminiftcred throughout 
his dominions, the king appoints a judge in every par- 
ticular province, to hear and determine all caufcs, 
whether of a civil or criminal nature. Thefe are called 
Royal Judges; from whom, however, an appeal may 
be made to the king, who, for that purpofe, pre fides 
twice a week at the fupreme court. 

There are only two offences here that are deemed 
capital, namely, treafort and murder j in both which 
cafes the punilhment is folely inverted in the king, who 
generally condemns them to the lofs of their heads and 
cftates, the latter of which are confifcated to his ufe. 

In trifling matters the offenders are punifhed various 
ways. If they are poor, they are either baflinadoed or 
whipped ; but if rich, they are punifhed by having fines 
levied on them at the dil'crction of the jud^e. 

There 
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There are rmnv inflances of cruelty and oppreffion 
which the poorer fort .nefubjecl: to from rheir Jupenors 
in this kingdom. Among thefe are the following. H 
a poor man happens to contract a debt with a rich one, 
he is not only liable to be il ripped of iill he hath, (not 
excepting his wife and family, who, in futh cafes, are 
often fold for (laves,) but to be alfo bailinadced, drag- 
ed to a jail, and there inhumanly treated, in order to 
oblige fome of his friends to procure him his liberty at 

an exorbitant rate. 

Another proceeding, equally cruel and oppreffivc, 
is, that if an iniblvent debtor fccrets himfclf from his 
tyrannic creditor, or flies into fome other country, 
cither to avoid a jail, or being fold for a Have, it is 
looked upon as a flagrant crime; in which cafe the 
creditor makes no hefitation to feize on fome wealthy 
relation of his, and imprifon him in his ftear!, till he 
has extorted, by the mod cruel ufagc, a fufHcient Aim 
from his other friends to facisfy him for the debt. 

This arbitrary power extends even fo far as to debts 
contracted by gaming, a vice to which the people of 
Congo are greatly addicted. 

I he Portuguefe principally refide at Sr. Salvador, 
where they carry on a confiderable traffic with moft other 
parts of the kingdom. The goods they fell to the na- 
tives aie various forts of grain, fruits, plants, and other 
piovifions, which they bring from Brazil. The articles 
from 1'urope are Englifh cloth, and other fluffs, cop- 
per and brafs veflels, feveral kinds of earthen v/are, 
jings and other ornaments; tobacco, wine, brandy, 
and other fpirituous liquors ; light fluffs made of cot- 
ton, linen, and woollen ; with a great variety of tools 
and utmfils. In return for which they receive from the 
natives elephants teeth, furs, and other commodities 
of the country ; but the chief article is flavcs, prodi- 
gious numbers of which they annually export to the 
plantations in America. The be ft and moft ferviceable 
of thefe are brought from Angola, the country of the 
Ja^gas, and other adjacent parts, where they are natu- 
rally very robuft and ftrong ; whereas thofe in the pro- 
vinces of Congo being for the mod part brought up in 
floth and indolence, either die in their pafiagc, through 
mifery and ficknel's, or foon after their arrival, through 
the change of climate, or the fevere treatment they re- 
ceive from thofe to whom they are fold. 

Trovinces of Congo* 

THE province of Songo is bounded on the ea ft: by 
Pango and Sundi, on the weft by the Ethiopic 
Sea, on the north by the river Zaire, and on the fouth 
by the Eehmda. The foil is dry and fandy ; and weie 
it not for the great quantities of fait which are gathered 
on the fea-coaft, the governor or count's income would 
be very trifling. The chief produce of the inland parts 
are palm-trees, on tine fruit of which the inhabitants 
principally fubfift. 

The duchy of Bemba is one of the largeft and richeft 
provinces in the whole kingdom : its foil is naturally 
fertile, and would produce abundance of all the necefTa- 
ries of life, were the natives indullrious in cultivating 
anil improving it. The fea-coails produce like wife a 
prodigious quantity of fait, infomuch that they have 
not only a fufliciency for their own confumption, but 
they alfo export it to foreign countries, which makes 
this article yield an extraordinary revenue to the crown. 
The i ihabitants in general profefs the Roman Catholic 
religk , and keep for their iervice feveral jefuits and 
other priefls. 

The capital of this country is called Banga, or Panga, 
ami isfuuated about thirty miles from the fea-coaft. It 
is a large town, but the houfes, like thofe in Songo, 
are built in a very ftraggling and irregular manner. It 
Hands in a hilly country, and is watered by two rivu- 
lets. Here are feveral churches, but they are all very 
mean buildings, the walls of them being made with 
clay, and the lops covered with thatch. 

The lord of Bcmba is the moft powerful of all the 



king's vafTals, and is paid the greatcfr refpeel at 
being alfo c aptain-general of his majetty\ ihr c *l C<> ' 

Theprovinceor duchy of Sundi is divided into f-> 
rai particular governments, moft of which 1^1 L '/' 
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diitant from the capital, and in places furronrulal . 
mountains almolt inaccemble, the people pav ofivl " ' 
to the governor according to their own' clif< 
They are always armed, and keep the whole pr ov ;, 
in a conftant Hate of trouble and agitation; for a ?' 
Porrugucfe have not been able to propagate their a 
gion among them, they are more refractory tlr an ^'' 
other people in the whole kingdom. " * hs 

The marquifateof Pango was formerly called p an . ( 
Logos, at which time it had the title and priTo,.,,^? 
dignity of kingdom; but has loft both ever fj n( ^ t ? 
kings of Congo fubdued and reduced it to die rail i ( \ 
a province* 

The duchy of Bata, or Batta, is of confidemhlc ex- 
tent, and was formerly a kingdom of itfelf, till j c vo , 
luntarily fubmitted to the kings of Congo, for v. h} ( j, 
reafon it enjoys more privileges than any other province 
in the kingdom, the^ government being always con- 
ferred on a perfon deicended from the ancient kin^s M* 
that country. 

The marquifate of Pemba, which, though finalkv j a 
extent than any of the reft, has always had' this hVuhr 
advantagej that its capital hath ever been the native 
country, feat, and burial-place of all the kings of Con<>;), 
whether Idolaters or Chriftians. This province is will 
watered, not only by the I^elanda, which runs quite 
through it from eaft to weft, but alio by the river Am- 
brifi, and fome others, which equally contribute to its 
fertility, and the riches and happinefs of its inhabitants. 
The conftant refidencc of the king and his court, which 
is very numerous, emulates the people to indufliy- 
v,hilft the great confumption of provifiens, and oth<r 
merchandizes, improves their commerce, enconra /rs 
their diligence, and increafes their wealth ; the fruits of 
which they quietly enjoy, without beinjr cxpof d to ihr 
extortions of foreign viceroys, or the incui fionwjfh.ir- 
barous neighbours, by being fo happily fuuatai in the 
heart of the country. 

SECTION IV. 

L O A N G O. 



Situation. Extent. Boundaries. Divifton. Climate. 

Productions. Natives. Ceremonies. Reli^iiu. 



nHE kingdom of Loango extends alun^rnr Mi- 

, can coalt from two to live degrees fouih lat:riM<, 
and is upwards of 400 miles in length, aiul ;co i:i 
breadth. It is bounded on the north by the kiin«>-,i 
of Benin, on the fouth by Congo Proper, on ihec.!il hy 
Makoko, and on the weft by the Atlantic Oci.m. 1 \m 
country, as well as Angola, was formerly a pari of i.sc 
kingdom of Congo, but has long been tlilmrj^'m! 
from it. It is watered by feveral final 1 river., an.l di- 
vided into four principal provinces, called I /u:v;h, 
Loango-mongo, Chylongo, and Piri. 

Though I^ango is iituatcd almojl in the muUc <* 
the torrid zone, the climate is by no means uimh >s - 
fome, while the foil is capable of improvement, u»w\\ 



greatly neglecled through the indolence ol du- i ,!t < V( " 
They have, however, feveral forts of peas and ne.tn 
with large and fmall millet, of all which the r.mu.i 
yields annually three crops. They have fruits 01 v.. 
rious kinds, as oranges, lemons, bananas, pompu.. , 

cocoa-nuts, &c. . , N 

Of wild animals they have tigers, Icopaids, eic| ^ , 

civet cats, and a variety of monkics. 1 he • 
animals are goats and hogs ; and poultry is l<> ) ' ^ 
that fixpenny-worth of beads will purclulc t*ent ■ - 
fowls. Wild fowl are as numerous, and Icvc'^ ^ 
common birds peculiar to the country. 1 1111 t 
maikable of thefe is the pelican, a bird lay." 11 
(wan, which in fhape refcniblc* a heron, iw 
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arc black and white, and it has a bare place on the 
bread. The natives catch great quantities of fifh on 

^The* ^natives who arc called Bramas are tall, well 
fhaped, and of a fhining black colour. In difpofition 
they are civil, jealous and much addicted to drinking. 

In drefs, food, and fever al ceremonies relative to 
marriages, &c. they refcmble the natives of Congo 
Proper? Some of them have ten or twelve wives, but 
the common people in general have but two or three. 

It is affirmed by feveral writers, that the children of 
the natives are born of much the fame colour as thofe 
of the Europeans, but in two days become as black as 
their parents. This often deceived the Portuguefe at 
their hrft fettling in thefe parts, for having commerce 
with the negro women, they vainly imagined, till con- 
vinced to the contrary, that the children were theirs. 

One circumftance here relative to the birth of chil- 
dren is very remarkable. Though both parties are 
negroes, yet fometimes it happens that the offspring is 
very different in colour to that of its parents. Thefe 
at a di/lance greatly refemble Europeans : they have 
grey eyes, and red or yellow hair ; but when you are 
clofe to them their colour is like the corpfe of an Eu- 
ropean, and their eyes appear, as it were, fixed in their 
heads. Their light is very imperfect in the day, but 
at night they fee clear, efpeciaily if it be moon-light. 
It is fuppofed that the birth of thefe is occafioned by 
the effects of imagination in the woman in feeing a white 
man, in the fame manner as hiftory informs us, that a 
white woman, by viewing the picture of a negro, was 
delivered of a black child. 

They are called Dondos by the negroes, and Al- 
binos, or Whites, by the Portuguefe. They are al- 
ways prefented to the king a few days after they are 
born, brought up in the court, attend his perfon, and 
are held in fuch high efteem by him that no perfon 
whatever dare offend them : if they go to the markets 
they have the liberty of taking fuch articles as they 
think proper, without controul. 

When any one dies, the relations immediately make 
it known by running about the town or village, and 
Ihrieking in the molt hideous manner* after which 
they bring the corpfe into the ftreet, and wafh and 
clean it. When the grave is dug they carry feveral of 
their houlhold goods, and lay by the fide of it, as alio 
the moft valuable things ufed by the deceafed in his 
hfc-time. They then haftily take up the corpfe, and 
carry it with all expedition to the grave, in which it is 
immediately depofited : fome of the goods are thrown 
into the grave, and after they have (Viewed their lamen- 
tations by howling and the moft ftran^e getticulations, 
" is filled up with earth. The remaining goods arc 
iff over the graves on poles, being firft cut to prevent 
uu;.r being ftolen. The relations of the decealed be- 

grave, mornim; and cven- 

">K. <or fix fucceffive weeks. 

1 hi-y vv,|l not fuffer any foreigner to hc buried i 
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that if the command enjoined by tlie mokiflb, or the 
promifes made to him, are not fully performed, he 
hath power to kill, or otherwife punifh them. 

All circumftances that happen to them, whether 
good or evil, they fuppofe to arife from the power of 
the mokiflb. If a man preferves a good conftitution 
by living chafle and temperate, he afcribes his health 
to the mokiflb, and not to thofe virtues themfelves. 
If a fick man recovers, they never impute it either to 
the force of nature, or the application of medicines, 
but the mokiflb gets the credit of the cure which they 
performed ; and if the patient happens to die of old 
age, or by any accident, they believe he was killed by 
forcery, for having violated the injunctions laid on him 
by th^ mokiflb. 

Befides their private mokiflbs, they have many pub- 
lic ones, that are kept in temples or huts, to which they 
daily repair to their devotions. One of thefe is at a 
village called Thiriko, and in figure refembles a man. 
The ganga, or high-prieft, who is lord of the village, 
performs the fervice every morning, the manner of 
which is thus : As foon as the people are aflembled he 
fits down upon a mar, and with a leathern bag ftrikes 
his knee feveral times, having finall iron bells fattened 
to InVfingers. After this he ftrikes the bag feveral 
times on his breaft, and then ufes many ttrange motions 
and poftures of his body, hands, 'head and eyes; 
fometimes he raifes his voice, and then deprcfles ir, 
frequently repeating the word Mariomena, to which 
the attembly anfwer, Ka. When this has continued for 
fome time, the ganga appears as if di drafted, and his 
rage becomes fo violent that he is obliged to be held ; 
but by virtue of a four liquor drawn from cane, with 
which they fprinkle him, he recovers, and then de- 
cides what he has received from the mokiflb, and what 
mutt be done in cafes of ficknefs and the like. After 
this he recommends to the mokiflb the health of the 
king, the welfare of the country, fiourifhinr* of the 
feed, fuccefs to the merchants, and full nets for fifh- 
ermen. At the mention of the king's name the whole 
company clap their hands in token of affection, and 
then the ceremony is concluded. 

Defcription of Loan go the capital Pozver and ft ate of 
the king. Coytci/e account of their laws. Funeral ce- 
remonies of the king. His revenues. Articles of com* 
m erce. 

LOANGO, the capital of the kingdom, is fituatcd 
in four deg. and a half of fouth latitude, and is 
about four miles from the fea coaft. It is a large and 
populous city, and the ttreets are long and fpacious. 

Near the center of the city is a fpacious lquare, fur- 
rounded with lofty trees, where a daily market is held 
for the fale of all kinds of provifions, as meat, fifh, 
poultry, wine, corn and oil ; alfo palm cloths of va- 
nous lorts, and great quantities of elephants teeth. 

The royal palace confifts of a number of detached 
buildings. The king's apartments are in front, and 
behind are thofe belonging to his women. The whole 
is furrounded with lofty palm-trees, and is at leaft a 
mile and a half in circumference. 

At a finall dillance from the eatt end of the city is a 
place called the Bioad Way, where fuch as have hern 
found guilty of any crime by the imbonda drink aic 
dragged and executed. 

When any perfon is fufpetted of a crime, am! it can- 
not be clearly proved againtt him, .h c is fworn by 
drinking a certain quantity of this l ; qlior. It is m.nlc 
horn the root of a finall nee or flmili, called imbonda 
which is about fix inches long, and much refemble; ;[ 
carrot. '1 he root, is fcraped in water, which is boiled 
in gourds. The liciuor is as bitter as gall, and lb ftron.r 
that one root would ferve to try an hundred people 
When the perfon diinks the liquor, if it be too much 
infufrd it occafions a fuppreflion of urine, and ftrikes 
up into the head, incbiuting to fuch a degree that hc 
f^lls down as if dead, in which cafe hc is pronounced 
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guilty, and is accordingly dragged to the Broad Way 
and executed; but if Ik can Hand upright, and make 
water, he is deemed innocent. The determination of 
this matter rells entirely in the imbonda-giver, or per- 
ion appointed to adminifter the potion : for however in- 
nocent he may be that is fufpected, yet if the imbonda- 
r iver has any diflikc to him, or his accufer is a perfon 
of importance, he is lure to give him the liquor fo 
ftrongly infufrd that its operation proves fatal though 
he does it fo artfully that it cannot be difcovered. This 
ceremony is performed at Loango a! mod every week, 
fo that in the courfc of a year many people are deftroy- 

^Theking hath a great number of wives, all of whom, 
except the principal one, are obliged to be very Aibfer- 
vient to him. Me- is a very powerful prince, and able 
to bring into the field a confiderable army, for all his 
fubjects are obliged to equip themfelves with arms, 
and immediately attend at his command. His drefs is 
elegant and iumptuous, and both he and his nobles 
wear, on their left arm, the fkin of a wild cat fewed 
together with one end fluffed. The king fluits the 



place where the leopard lies be too far for the k* 
walk, he is carried on mens moulders in a kind * f 
chair made of wicker, and curioufly ornamented A 
foon as they arrive at the fpot where the leopard is f 
creted, the people furround it, armed with bows and 

ace 
tu- 

fpread, that if the leopard fliould happen to take his 



arrows, lances and darts, leaving only a fmall nl 
open that the king may have a convenient opporn? 
nity of feeing the fport. Before this opening nets are 



courfe that way he may be caught alive. When ever 
thing is ready, the bealt is roufed by the people mak^ 
ing an univerfal fhouting, with the blowing of horns 
and beating of drums. As foon as he finds himfelf 
furrounded he endeavours to make his efcape, but is 
impeded by the vollies of darts and arrows that are 
difcharged at him by the multitude, who follow him 
clofe, and if he happens not to take the net, over- 
power and difpatch him. When the leopard is killed 
the king retires to his palace, before which the hunters 
bring the carcafe and triumph over it by dancing fng- 
ing, and exhibiting various kinds of diverfions^ The 
king then orders the beait to be flayed, and the fkin is 



doo e r of his apartment, and contint.es by himfelf dur- brought to him ; after which the body is buried very 
ins the whole time he is at dinner : for fliould any per- deep in the earth, except the gaul, which is taken out 



ing - 

fon happen to fee him either eat or drink, he would 
be immediately put to death. — So punctual is this law 
obferved, that even animals are fubjecl: to the fame 
fate, which happened to a fine dog prefented the king 
by a Portuguese. The creature not being very well 
fed by thole who had the care of him, fmelling the 
victuals one day when the king went to dinner, followed 
the fcent, and his majefty not fattening the door pro- 
perly, the don;, while he was at dinner, thruft it open 
with his feet, and entered the room, when the king im- 
mediately quitted the apartment, and ordered him to be 
killed. 

Every day after dinner the king goes in Mate, ac- 
companied by his nobles, and a great crowd of people, 
to the banquetting-houie in order to refrefh himfelf by 
drinking palm-wine. As foon as he arrives there he 
feats himfelf on the throne, and on each fide of him is 
a cup-bearer. He on the right hand reaches him the 
cup when he is inclined to drink, but at the time turns 
his head : notice of which is given to the company by 
him on the left, who firikes two iron rods, pointed at 
the ends, one againfl the other. At this fignal the 
people turn their backs to the king, and bend their 
faces to tiie grouad, in which polture they remain fo 
long as the irons continue ringing; after which they 
rife, turn their faces to the king, and wifh him health 
by clapping their hands. 

After fun-fct he kocs a fecond time to the apart- 
ment adapted for eating, where his provifions are pre- 
paied for him as before; after which he again vifits 
the banquctting-houfe, where he remains till nine or 
ten o'clock, when he returns, and retires to reft. 

The king feldom appears abioad except on the be- 
foie- mentioned occafions, or When an ambaflador ar- 
rives, or lome 11 range accident has happened ; fuch as 
when a hop.ud is taken in the country, or elfe lodged 
about the city ready for the chafe (for he is very fond 
of thai uivei lion,) or, lallly, when his land is to be 
tilled, and his chief nobility bring him tribute. 

The king appears in public at the commencement 
of the feed time, which is always on the lfl of Janu- 
ary. 1 !e takes his feat at three o'clock in the after- 
noon, when the women who till the ground appear be- 
fore him with their inllruments of hufbandry, and the 
men walk baiLvsards and forwards armed and cloathed 
in their nulitaiy habits. The king generally flays 
about an hour, when he let urns to his palace amidlt 
the acclamations of the people, who fpend the reft of 
the clay in mirth and feftivity. 

When any of the inhabitants have difcovered a leo- 
pard in the woods adjoining to the capital, intimation 
of it is given to the king, who repairs to his public 
place of n| pe n ant e, ami a trumpet is founded to give 
nonce to the people to attend him at the fport. If the 



and thrown into the river, it being confidered as a 
deadly poifon ; and thus end the ceremonies of hunt- 
ing the leopard. 

By the laws of this kingdom theft is never pun iflied 
with death unlefs it be committed on the king : in com- 
mon cafes, when a thief is detected either he or his 
friends muft reflore the goods ftolen, or atone for the 
want of them by an adequate compenfation, befides 
which the thief is tied to a poft in the middle of the 
ftreet, where he continues an hour as an object of ri- 
dicule and contempt to the fpedtators. If he is unable 
either to reftore the goods or pay the value of them, 
his relations muft work for the party robbed, till fuch 
time as he thinks himfelf fufficiently farisfied for the 
lofs he has fuflained. 

When the king dies the fucceffion of the crown docs 
not devolve to his children, but to his eldeft brother; 
but for want of fuch kindred, it falls to his filler's 
children. 

Thofe who have pretentions to the crown are five ia 
number, and refide in towns or villages at fome diftance 
from the court: they preferve their titles agreeable to 
the names of the refpective villages in which they live. 
The next heir to the crown is called Mani -Kay, who 
refides at a large town of that name fituated ahout five 
miles from Loango. The fecond is called Mam-Bokke, 
and lives at a town called Bokke, fituated about four- 
teen miles up the country. The third, called M.im- 
Salloga, live* at Salloga, a large town fituated about 
35 miles north of Loango. Mani-Kat, the fourth, 
lives at the village of Kat, about 50 miles from Loango. 
And Mani-Inyami, the fifth and laft, refides at the 
hamlet of Inyami, which is fituated on the louthcrn 

borders of the kingdom. . 

When the king dies, Mani-Kay fuccccds him, Mam- 
Bokke removes to the refidence of Mam-Kay, am the 
reft all follow, a proper perfon being appointed to lup- 
ply the place of the laft. And thus by a regular iota- 
lion they fucceed to each others villages, and alar to 

the crown. m M . v „ / nr 

After the deccafe of the king the Mam-Kay (or 
next heir to the crown) enters immediately upon tn 
government, but he does not go to court till ' - 
neial of the late king is over, the ceremonies atu ru - 
ing which are as follow : They firft make two . vau » 
under ground adjoining to each other, in one of wihc 
they lay the royal corpfe, richly drefied, on 
and by it all manner of houfhold ftufT, as pots, k uui , 
pans, cloths and garments. They then place rornx v 
little images made of wood and red earth leprcj cntin^ 
the houfhold fervants of the decealed. iuw* 
they leave the royal corpfe, and go to the otner . 
where they place the bodies of fcveral Hayes, _ 

have been ftcrificcd to ferve the king »» in ' jj, 
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„nrld and to make atteftation in what manner he be- 
hTved during the courfe of his life. . The two vaults are 
then clofed, and over each is erecTred a covering to pre- 
ferve it from the inclemency of the weather. 

The king of Loango's revenues principally anfe from 
elephants teeth, copper, and Haves. The greateftpart 
of the copper is brought by Health from an inland 
country, the inhabitants of which are always at variance 
with the king of Loango. _ 

The goods fold here by the natives confilt of ivory, 
tin, lead, copper, iron, red wood, and feveral forts of 
cloths, the manufacture of the country ; in exchange 
for which they purchafe of the Europeans fait, Silefia 
ticking, cutlaffes, looking-glaffes, beads/ and other 
ai tides. 

Provinces of Loango. 

LOANGIRI is a large and populous province, and 
is well watered by feveral brooks and rivers, 
which render the foil exceeding fertile. The inhabitants 
live chiefly on fifh, and employ themfelves in making 
cloth and linen. They are in general a very courageous 
people, and more addicted to war than their neighbours. 

JLoango-Mongo is a large mountainous country, and 
particularly abounds with palm-trees. The inhabitants 
are merchants, and, like thole of Loangiri, employ, 
themfelves chiefly in making cloth and linen. In this 
province is the city of Loango, the ufual refidence of 
the fovereign of the kingdom. 

The province of Chilongo is more extenfive than 
cither of the other three. Some parts of it are very 
mountainous ; but in others there are large and exten- 
five plains, which are very fertile, and produce good 
grain, as alfo abundance of palm-trees. It is a very 
populous part of the country ; and though the inhabi- 
tants aie not fo well polifhed as their neighbours, yet 
they cany on a confiderable trade, particularly in ele- 
phants teeth and cloth. The governor of this province 
is abiolute, at whofe deceafe the people have the liberty 
of chuofing a fuccciibr, without the approbation of the 
king of Loango. 

Pni is a very flat country, but ir is well peopled, and 
produces great plenty of mod forts of provifions, par- 
ticularly cattle and poultry. The woods are well flock- 
ed with timber ; befides which there are fruit-trees in 
abundance. The inhabitants live chiefly on milk, and 
beads which they kill in the woods. Some of them are 
great traders, and they are all diftinguifhed for being 
very qtuet and affable in their difpofitions. 

S E C T I O N V. 
ANSIKO, and the Country of the JAGGAS. 

TH ERR are bordering on Angola and Congo two 
countries called Anfiko and Matamba, concern- 
ing wi,,^ fonu . particulars are worthy of notice. 
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black caps made of Portuguefe velvet ; and, in order- 
to preferve their health, they all anoint their bodies with 
a compofition made of white fandal-wood pounded, 
and palm-oil. 

They are abfolute cannibals, their chief food being 
human flefh ; and there are public markets where 
whole bodies are hung up and expo fed for fale. They 
believe themfelves poflelTed of a right to difpofe arbi- 
trarily of their flaves ; and thofe taken in war are fat- 
tened, killed, and either ufed by their conquerors, or 
fold to the butchers : for the people of this country feed 
on each other with as much indifference as thofe of 
other countries do on the refpedtive animals appropria- 
ted by Providence for the fuftenance of mankind. 

The arms ufed by thefe people are battle-axes and 
very ftrong bows, ftrengthened and adorned with the 
fkins of ferpents. The firings are made of fupple and 
(lender fhoots of trees ; and the arrows are of a hard 
but very tight wood, pointed at the ends with iron. 
They fhoot with fuch furprifing agility, that they will 
difcharge near a dozen arrows from the bow, before the 
fir/I falls to the ground. They manage the battle-axe 
with equal dexterity. One end of this inftrument is 
very fharp, and the other flat like a mallet, with a han- 
dle between about half the length of the iron, rounded 
at the end, and covered with the fkin of a ferpent : 
with the flat end they fcreen their bodies, and ward off 
the darts of their enemies. They have daggers alfo in 
fcabbards made of the fkins of ferpents, which they 
carry by their fides, fattened in leathern girdles. 

Their religion, as may reafonably be fuppofed, is 
grofs idolatry. They worfhip the fun as their chief 
deity, whom they reprefent in the figure of a man, and 
the moon under that of a woman. They have alfo an 
infinite number of inferior deities, each keeping one 
peculiar idol, to whom he offers facri flees, and con- 
ftantly invokes before he proceeds on any dangerous 
entcrprize. 

The current coin are zimbis, or fmall fhells, gather- 
ed on the coaft of Angola ; in exchange for which they 
give flaves, as alfo for fait, filk, glafs, knives, and 
other merchandize. 

There is a fmall kingdom to the fouthward of Anfiko 
called Matamba, inhabited by the Jaggas, a favage and 
cannibal people, whofe origin is not known. It is fup- 
pofed they firft fettled about the kingdom of Anfiko, 
and from thence fpread themfelves along thofe fpacious 
wades that lie between Anfiko and Loango. From 
thence it is imagined they fpread by degrees along the 
eattern frontiers of Loango, Congo, and Angola, and 
from thence eaftward to the kingdom of Matamba, of 
the latter of which, with the territory adjoining, they 
made themfelves complete maflers, and have ever fince 
prefcrved, to the great injury of their more rational and 
peaceable neighhours. 

The territories of thefe people extend from north-eaft 
to fouth-wefl, along Matamba and Benguela, about 900 
miles; but they are very narrow in proportion, being 
in fome parts 150, and in others not above 100 miles 
broad. They are enclofed between the kingdoms of 
Matamba and Benguela, from whence rhey are fepara- 
ted by the great river Kuncrio on one fide, and by the 
empiie of Mont Muji on the other. The only town 
throughout all thefe 'dominions is called J^aflarji, filia- 
ted at the north part of them, near the frontiers of Ma- 
tamba, where the Great Jagga, or King, occafionally 
refides. 



Befides this, they have neither towns or houfea, but 
roam from place to place with tents, removing as incli- 
nation directs, or neceffity obliges them. 

They never cultivate the ground, but feize every thing 
that comes in their way, and live entirely by plundering 
their neighbours. In their perfons they are tall, lufty, 
and ftrong, yet nimble and fwift of foot, climbing up 
the deep mountains and craggy rocks with mofl atto- 
rn thing agility. Their women are flout, well fhaped, 
fertile, warlike, and aaive > and both fcxes arc fo in 
trepid, that no entrrprize is thought too hard or dange- 
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rous for them to venture upon. Whenever they meet 
with an opportunity of plundering, they rufli on their 
adveriaries at all hazards, and with a fcarlels unconcern 
for their own lives. They confider it as the greateft 
mark of bravery to attack the fierceft and ftrongeft 
creatures, and a dill greater one tube more fierce and 
inhuman. This favagenefs not only extends to the pio- 
pic of the nations they invade, but to thofe of their 
own, and even to their relations and children, whom 
they make no fcruple to butcher and eat when they are 

in want of other food* 

They build their kilombos, or camps, of fuch mate- 
rials, and on fuch a conftru&ion, that they arc eafiiy re- 
moved on die fliortcft notice. When they go on any 
capital expedition, they are always accompanied by the? 
Great Jagga, or chief, and his court. He is a man of 
courage and refolution ; but never undertakes any thing 
without previous enchantments, and confulting his mo- 
ld flo, or idol, by facrihxes, from whence he pretends 
to foreknow the event of his enterprize. On thefe oc- 
cvfions he riles before day -break, and lets himfelfon a 
ilool, attended by two of his conjurors, one on each 
fide, and about fifty women (landing in a circle round 
him, waving the tails of beafts, and finging. In the 
center is kindled a great fire, over which is placed an 
earthen pot, containing fome white powder or paint, 
where with Ins conjurors befmear his forehead, temples, 
bread, and belly) ufing at the fame time many en- 
chanting terms, and continuing their ridiculous ceremo- 
nies till fun- let j at which time they bring him his ca- 
fcngala, or hatchet, and put it into his hands, bidding 
him be ftrong again (I his, enemies, for the mokiflb is 
with him. A male child is then brought to him, which 
he immediately kills : after which four men are brought 
to him, two of whom he flays, and ordeis the other 
two to be killed without the camp. 1 Ie alio orders 
ten cows to be killed, five within and five; without the 
camp, with the fame number of goats and dogs. The 
blood of thefe animals is fprinkled on the fire, but the 
flefh is eaten with great feftivity and triumph. The 
fame ceremonies are likewife uled by the inferior offi- 
cers of the army on the like account; but neither they 
or their chief make life of idols on thefe or any other oc • 
cartons, pretending that the mokiflb frequently appears 
and (peaks to them. 

The foldiers are neither well difciplinrd, armed, or 
cloathcd. Their oflfenfive weapons are bows and ar- 
rows, (pears, dans, daggers, and clubs : but they are 
taught to life their defenfive weapons as well as their 
millive ones, being particularly inftructed to cover their 
bodies, which are rilmoft naked, with their large oval 
ihields, made of thick hides j and this method is fin- 
gularly feiviccable in a retreat, as it prefer ves them from 
being wounded by the arrows and lances of their pur- 
fuing enemy. Their chief excellency confitls in the 
ftrcngrh and activity of their bodies, in artfully co- 
vering themlelves, and throwing their mi Hive weapons, 
by which they generally annoy the enemy, and make 
them fpend their fliot again ft their fiiields. After this 
they renew the onfet with fuch vigour, as fcldom fails 
of putting the enemy to (light, which is always followed 
by a general (laughter, no rcfpedi being paid either to 
perfona or lex. 

When they expert any confiderable oppofition upon 
an invafion, they intrench themlelves very quietly for 
fome time, and only alarm the inhabitants with fre- 
quent (kirmifhes, till they think they have fufriciently 
har raffed them. If thefe aflault them, they Hand on 
the defenfive for two or three days, till the others have 
fpent their ftrcngth and fury, when the commanding 
oiliccr fends out a large detachment in the nighr, to lie 
in ambufh at fome dt (lance from the enemy's camp. 
On the following morning they begin the attack, when 
the poor natives being luddenly furprized, are eafiiy 
put to the 1 out, and leave their country to the rapacity 
of their metvilef'. invaders. 

The Great Ja^ga, or king, preferves a dirtinguifhed 
dignity, no per ion being permuted to fit befoi e him, 



except the kalambo, or head general, who :« r... 

1 ■ n r 1 1 R . » »S III'" ••f»»- 1 "'» 

judge 111 all tales, whether civil or criminal '"V 
officer is allowed to fit on a chair with a back to it . 1 
the tendela, or next in rank, who likewife fi- >H ' 
judge, is only allowed a fmail ftool about a fontl^ 
Thofe of a certain rank are permitted to fit in the 1 ' * v' 
prefence on a carpet, but they muft fpreod it widnl ^ 
own hands. Thofe who obtain audience of t ] ie y ' 
muft fpeak to him with their bodies bent almofl- doubl'-' 
and if of an inferior rank, muft pro 11 rate themlelves 
the ground. If the king happens to fneeze, con -h ° ?1 
break wind, the whole affembly muft v/ifh him U^lJ 
and long life ; and thofe who are neareft to his pciVon 
muft give notice to thofe at a diftance to do the fane • 
on which they allcxpiefs their good willies, by clapping 
their hands and bending their bodies. * 

The common people of both fexes go almoft naked 
having only a piece of cloth faftencd round the wai:)' 
and fo final 1, that it barely covers half their thi'r?i b * 
Perfons of rank, indeed, dre Is them (elves in gaudy -ip- 
parclj but they do it rather from pride than any affec- 
tation of modefty* 

The beft idea that can be given of the fuperior daft 
of thefe people will be from the account of an Euro- 
pean who ferved under the kalambo, or head genu;.;. 
" He wore (fays he) longhair, let off with many knots 
of bamba (hells. His neck was adorned with a collar 
of mafos, which are another kind of (hells found along 
the Kthiopic coaft, and fold among them for abou; tin; 
value of 20s. His middle was covered with a girdle of 
lardes, or beads made of oftrich eggs, and under it t 
palm cloth as fine as filk. His body was painted with 
various figures, and anointed every day with huinanf.it. 
He wore acrofs his nofe a piece of copper about tvo 
inches long, and two others of the fame fort in his ear,." 
This writer, however, does not menu* n his wealing 
any thing either on his hands or feet, bur adds, " '(!,.. 
he had about thirty wives, who followed hi.n when K 
went abroad, one of whom carried his bow and urro-A.*, 
and four others his cups and drinking utenfils ; ami 
whenever he drank they all kneeled down and lung. 
He kept h,s men under the ftiicteft difcipline, and if 
any one of them turned his back to the enemy, he was 
condemned to death, and his body eaten ; and the n ore 
effectually to deter them from cowardice, he ufdto 
make an oration to them from a kind of fcafloM eveiv 
night in difpraife of it, and in commendation of in- 
trepidity." 

The fame writer has alio furniflied us with a lefcrip. 
tion of the method in which they bring up their yuui,« 
foldiery. " Thefe (fays he) are not their own <»fi- 
fpring, but thofe of fuch captives as they make in their 
excursions; for tliough they allow themlelves to Ii.ue 
many women, and thefe are no lefs fertile than ir.o.ml 
other African nations, yet they (lifter few ol iliein to n. 
up their children, but order them to be burud alive as 
foon as born, and, in lieu of them, make choice ol l«uh 
as are the moll promifing from among thole el i 
pri loners, to be trained up to arms, and to the p: 
dering trade. Thefe they commonly choolc at a!" ■111 
the age of twelve or thirteen years ; the female* lor 
procreation, and the males for war. The Utter a;r no 
fooner enrolled than they have a collar hung nbow; r.in< 
necks in token of Havery, which is to be worn 1>\ t.'C >' 
till they bring home the head of an enemy, wlu-n h " ' 
publicly taken oft, and they declared lieeiuen ol ue 
cannibal commonwealth. 'J he remainder ol die cap- 
tive train of both fexes are inhumanly nl<rvcd:o 
killed and eaten; not in time of fearciry oleaidr at m 
other provifions, but out of cruel waiitoiincls, a«n. ■ 
preference to all other flelh. This privilege of l«i ■•' 
accounted men, and freed from their badge of ,Uv ( l l ; ' ; 
fcldom fails of infpiring the youths lb cholrii «i' 
uncommon ambition to attain it at all ha/anis -u 
face the greateft dangers with an intrepid boldiu is 
the lake of it. It is by this method they keep up ! 
number complete, and the fierce lavage namir 01 
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The women of rank only wear a cloth about their 
•luf h,ir take great pride in adorning their hair, 
m, f \S and legs, with (hells and beads of va- 
nC .forts 'They have a ftrange cuftom of pulling out 
?°fnf their teeth, two above, and two below s and 
gSfe whS refufe to'do this are fo defpifed by the reft, 
ha they are not permitted to aflbciate with them. 

The fexes intermix according to inclination without 
observing any ceremonies of marriage. They have 
^roarticular maxims in the interment of their dead, 
ir^riallv thofe of the male kind, and which evince far- 
ffSLw their favage cruelty The deceafed is 
riot only warned, anomted, and bedecked with all his 
mod valuable finery, but accompanied by two of his 
moft beloved women, who are conveyed with him to 
hUrave, with their arms broken. The body is carried 
to the grave in a chair, between two men, and placed 
in itas if ftiil alive, and the two women, one on each 
fide of it As foon as they are thus depofited, the 
<rrave which is commonly very deep, is covered on the 
ton wi'th earth ; and the relations, who are there prefenr, 
fnrinkle it with the blood of flain goats and palm-wine : 
after which they make a funeral lamentation over it for 
feveral fucceeding days. Thofe of higher rank are in- 
terred with more pomp, and the ceremonies and liba- 
tions reiterated a longer or (horter number of days, 
weeks, &c, according to their quality. 

Succincl Account of the Depredations committed by the 

Jaggas on the adjacent Countries. 

AS the ferocious difpofition of thefe people muft 
naturally lead them to acts of cruelty and rapine, 
they have made the moft daring attacks upon the lives 
and properties of the people of the different countries 
around them. The firft and moft refolute adven- 
turer was one Zimbo,, This leader, abetted and aided 
by a woman named Tem-ban-dumba, who fcrved him 
in the two-fold capacity of concubine and counfellor, in 
the fifteenth century, made his flrft incurfions into the 
empire of Congo, where he committed the moft horrid 
cruelties and lawlefs depredations. He purfued his ra- 



acious defigns at the head of a favage and numerous 
anditti for a confiderable time, but was at length Hop- 
ped in his career by the noble exertion of the king ot 
Melinda, who, apprehending an invafion from him, 
advanced with his army fome diftance from the capital, 
and not only repelled, but totally defeated the lavages. 
Thinking it laudable to extirpate fo diabolical a race, 
he ordered his men to purfue and flay all before them, 
which they moft willingly performed. 

Notwithstanding this repulfe, Zimbo ptrfifted in his 
rapacious defigns, and advanced as far to the fbuthward 
as the Cape of Good Ffcpe, and having greatly aug- 
mented his army, made all necefTary preparations for a 
ftroke of importance, when death put an end to all his 
projects, and foon after carried off his concubine and 
counfellor Tem-ban-dumba. 

The furviving commanders difiblved the Union, and 
followed their fortunes -at the head of their refpeclive 
corps. One of thefe chiefs, called Dongis, had a 
daughter a fecond Tem-ban-dumba, a monfter as in- 
human as the firft, who, putting herfelf at the head of 
a corps, purfued the fame iniquitous plan, and filled 
the greateft part of Ethiopia with terror, blood, and 
(laughter, till flie fell a victim to her abominable 
paflions. 

The firft murderers and plunderers were followed by 
a fuccefiion of others, who committed the ravages of 
their predeceftbrs, and marked their way with blood 
and rapine. One, indeed, named Caluximbo, was an 
exception to the reft ; but as he had fome humanity in 
his compofition, he wasdetefted by his favage country- 
men; 

At length the Portuguefe found means to conciliate 
the efteem of one of their leaders, named Caflange- 
Canguin Gurij, by which he became humanized, em- 
braced the Catholic religion, and was baptized by the 
name of Don Pafcall. 

This prince, however, (bon renounced his new re- 
ligion, and returned to his former horrid practices. The 
different tribes of thefe people ftill infeft thofe parts of 
Africa that are contiguous to their country, marking 
their way with blood and (laughter. 
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Extent. Boundaries. Climate. Productions. 

THIS kingdom is in extent, from eaft to weft, about 
600 miles. It is bounded on the eaft by the 
kingdoms of Mujac and Makoko ; on the weft by 
Arclrah, and part of the Gulph of Guinea j on the north 

jy part of Gago and Biafaraj and on the fouth by 
tongo. 

In general the country is very low and woody, but 
)vcl warn ed with rivers, the moft diftinguifhed of whic h 

Mm called by the Englifh and French the Benin, but 
>.v the Portuguefe Rio Formofa, or the Beautiful Kiver. 
its 1 banks are exceeding plcafant, being ornamented 

.p? ]oil y V« ,s > and many fmall but neat villages, 
i lirre are alfo feveral good towns for trade. 

t!u 1 1 ltC of this kingdom is rather unwholefome, 
l <>"gn the noxious vapours exhaled from the low 
fc minc s by the heat of the fun. The foil is tolerably 
' h>r the produce of millet and rice ; but as the in- 
^'tams are not fond of thofe grains, little of them 
ult.vated Their principal attention is dueled to 
'1 Vv U ** if yams » whidl ^yufe inflcail of bread. 
The . I?!? r gr ? C P ,cnt y of I****** and other loots, 
nan* t, fm i tS U 7 V ttrc ( ^anges, lemons, and ba- 
taur'nf Jr y i havc ^ mc(,utr "" »iul pepper trees, the 
of which produce a tolerable commodity, but 
No. 33. 



not in fuch quantities as thofe of the EaM Indies, neither 
are the corns fo large. 

The wild beads are elephants, tigers, leopards, bears, 
and monkies. The tame ones are horles, cows, fheep, 
dogs, and cats ; the two latter of which the natives pre- 
fer to any other kind of flcfli whatever. They have alfo 
plenty of poultry ; and the woods abound with game, 
as harts, hares, partridges, pheafants, turtle doves, &c. 

Difpofi/ion* Claffes* Drefs* Habitations* Food* Cujloms* 

Funeral and other Religious Ceremonies, Puni/hments, 
Fines* &c. 

THE kingdom of Benin is divided into a number of 
petty royalties, all of whom, ex cent the king of 
Overri, are (laves or vaflals to the king of Great Benin. 
The natives in general are good natured and obliging, 
particularly to Europeans. If the latter compliment 
them with prcfenrs, their liberality is fure to be doubly 
returned. Gentle iricafures is the only way to fuccecd 
in whatever is wanted ; in that cafe it is their greatefl 
>lea fure to obliges on the contrary, if treated with vio- 
.ence, no people in the world can be more refractory. 
Among themfelves they carry the appearance of civility 
and complaifance, but in reality they are very clofe and 
rcfeivcd, efpecially in their dealings, not caring to truft 
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each other. The traders arc very attentive to bufinefs, 
and rcmaikably tenacious of their old cuftoms, with 
wine];, if a foreigner co implies, he may eafily deal with 
them. 

The (late of Benin is divided into four claffes, the 
fir 11 of which is compofed only of three perfons, called 
Great I,ords, or (j.cat Men, who are always near the 
king's perfon. Whoever wants to obtain any favour from 
his maiedty mi.fi apply todvm, in order to acquaint the 
king with their d u'C:., and return his anfwer. As there 
is no intennulfr'c perfon between thefe, the king, and 
thofe who folick ueons, they art on thefe occafions in 
fucii manner as bell » J. t* their own interefts ; fo that in 
reality the whole government is entirely in their hands. 

The fecond rank or clafs is com poled of thofe called 
Orcs-de-Roes, or Road Chiefs, who are of four forts: 
the meanell prefide over flaves ; thofe a degree higher 
over the low rabble; the third infpect the conduct of 
thofe concerned in hufbandry and agriculture and the 
fourth, or fuperior order, fuper intend the military. 
Thefe are very numerous, and from them are chofen the 
viceroys and governors of thofe countries fubject to the 
king, They are all under the command of the three 
gieat tr.cn, and are refponfibie to them on all occafions. 
They obtain their ports by the recommendation of thefe 
three lords ; and the king, as an enfign of their honour, 
piefenrs each of them with a firing of coral, which they 
are obliged continually to wear about their necks. 
They are made of a fort of pale earth or (tone, well 
glazed, and gieatly lelcn.ble variegated marble. The 
pofiefiois mult be very careful of them, for if any one 
fhould lofe this badge of honour, whether by accident 
or otherwife, the conlequencc would be not only degra- 
dation, but the lofs of his life. 

The third clafs are thofe appointed by the govern- 
ment to ti eat with the Europeans on behalf of the tra- 
ders of Benin. They are called Fiadors, or Brokers; 
and their bufinefs is to fee that all matters of commerce 
are fairly tran ladled between the refpective parties. 

The laft clafs con fills of the commonalty. The ge- 
nerally of thefe are very indolent, nor will they go to 
work but when neceffity obliges them. The laborious 
part of their bufinefs is executed by their wives, fuch 
as tilling the giound, Spinning of cotton, weaving of 
cloth, and oilier handicrafts. The principal artificers 
among them arc imiths, carpenters, and leather- 
d re tiers. 

The drefs of the better fort confifts of a white callico 
or cotton cloth fattened round the waift, and neatly 
plaited in the middle; but the lower and upper parts 
of the body are entirely naked. The drefs of the meaner 
fort is of the fame form, and only differs in the quality 
of the I tuff with which it is made. 

The wives of the grandees wear callico paans, wove 
in this country, which are very fine, and beautifully 
vaiiegated with different colouis. Thefe are fattened 
round the waift, and the upper pait of the body is co- 
vered with a piece of cloth about a yard long, which 
ferves infteadof a veil. They wear necklaces of coral 
agreeably difpofed ; and their arms, legs, wrifts, and 
lingers, aie ornamented with copper or iron rings. 

The men let their hair grow in its natural form, ex- 
cept buckling it in two or three places, in order to 
hang a coral to it; but the womeus hair is artificially 
foimed into large and f mall buckles and divided on 
the crown of the head, fo that the latter are placed with 
great uniformity. Some of them oil their hair, by 
which means it lofes its. black colour, and in time turns 
to a fort of green or yellow, which they are very fone! 
of i but it is far from being agieeable to the eyes of a 
ft ranger. 

When a great man goes abroad he is arteiulcd by a 
number of Servants, all of whom are armed, fome with 
(pears, others with long dans, aiul fome with bows and 
arrows, lie uftully lielc, on horfebai k, ami fits on the 
beaft fidewayt, in the lame manner as the women do in 
Kngland. One of his attendants holds an umbrella 
over his head to flicker him from ruin, or the violent 



heat of the fun ; and another goes before , . 

horfe. They ufe neither faddfe or flKI n ^ M 
only fecurity of the rider confifts in his re link , *? 
hand on the moulder of one of his attendant, 8 ft 

Inmoftof the towns of this kingdom the hull r 
are very fpacious and lofty, but they are UiST? 
conftruacd fome of them being ^ 9 ttS[ 
oblong. The doors are made high 1 and narrow 
windows are few in number and final!. Thev nrV i 
made with a flat roof on the top of which is a cover)' 
railed feverai eet, to keep off the heat of the fun. hhn- 
they frequently regale themfelves, when they pay , v 
fit to each other. / * y u ' 

confifts of bee 1 * 

mutton, or chickens. For bread they ufe yams, which' 
after being boiled, are beat fine, and made into cake ' 
1 heir common drink is water, with which thev [< m 
times mix brandy. The poorer fort live on dried fill, 
yams bananas and pulfe. Their drink is water <J 
a kind of beer fome what rcfcmbling that called nito ' 
the Slave Coaft. l 
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eir marring ce- 
remonies confift only in the confent of the parents a 
prefent to the bride, and an entertainment for the cniJih 
on both fides The men are exceeding jealout, tor 
which reafon the wives of the poorer people enjov 3 
pleafure to which thofe of the better fort an- e /- c 
itrangers; for while the former have their libmv, 
wives of the great are clofe confined, to obviate ill 
portunities of tranfgreflion. 

When a woman is delivered of a boy, it is prefer ! 
to the king as his property ; for which reafon all ilw 
males of this country are called the king's Haves ; Ui: 
the females are the property of the father, who has li- 
berty to d ifpole of them at his own difcretion. 

^ When a woman bears two children at a biith, imme- 
diate information is given to the kir.'r, whooidcis pub- 
lic rejoicings to be made on the occafion. Such cin.ii.n- 
ftances arc confidered as happy omens in all the tnrito- 
rics of Benin, except at a place called Arebo, whne 
they are productive of the mod horrid cruelties; for the 
people there generally facrifice both women and eluU 
dren to a certain demon, which they fay inhabits a \vim;.J 
near the town. Sometimes, indeed, they will lju:e 
the wife by the hufband's offering a female Have in het 
dead; but the children are condemned, without icdci na- 
tion. A French traveller fays, that while he w.b .": 
this town, he knew a merchant's wife thus rcdceinai, 
but her children were deflroyed, whole fid fate (he ohm 
deplored with tears. The following year, fiys he, t ' e 
like happened to the wife of a pried : ihe was dehw;» A 
of two children, whom, with a (lave in his wi!i-\ 1U '. ,! > 
the father was, by virtue of his office, hin.fell uhl.vi 
to facrifice with his own hands. Of late >ens, : .< * 
that arc enableel to tlefray the ex pence, a\ <>; I i! v 
lequcnces, by feneling their wives, when tl.cv a;*, nuu'i 
near the time of their delivery, to a more huium' juj t 
of the country. 

They pracYifc e ircumcifion on both fexes, v. hie h i* 
performed when the children are about a fori nv-hi <>!<!: 
but for this cuftom they give no rrulhn, i»:.'v Ima-, 
that it was handed down to them by tVeir a-u\ii .i .. 
They alfe> make ineilions in different paits»-l Ha a* h' 1 . 
dies in a fort of regular older, leaving die IiM-.^ (,t 
birels* beads, and other figures. The '-ill. 
the gjcati ft puniflmient ifi this particulai, heinj' nm 
more marked than the boys ; for as they sue « / " ' 
as the greatell Ornaments they can have, fo t!» i l'' ,|r " l> 
aie very liberal in bellowing them. 

When a pci fon falls Pick he immediately ; applf ■ <' 
the pried, who alfo ads in the capacity ol phyi"'- 1 '' 
and furniHies him with medicines ; but if t 1 rov< ■ 
effectual, lie has tveourfe to facriliccs. K thc yxt Kj| ; 
recovers, the pried is rewarded for Ins idhilam^ ^ 
no further regard is paid to him fo that rhr |>ric • " ■ 
are generally poor, having little othei ^ tlh ^ ;. {/ ;, 
what arifes from their abilities as phyfu nini i » ^ 
man ofleis h\* own facriHces to his idols* anat ,l,,v ... 



I. 



AFRICA.] 



KINGDOM OF BENIN. 



3^3 



fuffidendf acquit themfelycs of their religious duties 
Siout applying to the pneft. . 



Jr*\ olace of rcfidence ; then, in order to prelerve it 

C^tSSi ic isdried ovcr a ^ cntle ftre ci £ a11 S 

.Hhire is extracted, when it is put into a coffin, and 
m k viv rxwfcd 5 after which it is carried on men's 

C ^ Wh - thefu A ral 

over the nearefl relations go into mourning, and be- 
?;i the *ir lofs by cries and lamentations. The mew of 
Z irning < SnSta only in (having their heads, fome 
halfway, and others all over; and the men fhave off 

their beards. r . c , 

At the funeral of a grandee many Haves are faenficed 5 

but the watcft number fall victims on the death of the 
kine The ceremonies attending a royal funeral in this 
country are very Angular, and thus delcribed by a wri- 
ter who was an eye-witnefs of them. « As foon (fays 
he) as the king of Benin expires, they dig a large pit in 
the around at the palace, which is fo deep that the work- 
men are ibmetimes in danger of being drowned by the 
quantity of water that fprings from the earth. This pit 
they make wide at the bottom, and very narrow at the 
top. They hVft let down the royal corpfe into it, and 
then fuch of his domeftics, of both fexes, as are felected 
for that honour, for which there is great interefl made. 
Thefe being let down into the pit, they (hut up the 
mouth with a large ftone, in the prcfence of a crowd of 
people, who wait day and night. The next morning 
they lemove the ftone, and fome proper officers afk the 
perfons enclofed, if they have found the king ? If they 
anfwer, the pit is (hut up again, and the following day 
opened with the like ceremony, which continues till the 
perfons are dead, and no anfwer returned. After this 
the chief minilters inform the fucceiTor, who imme- 
diately repairs to the pit, and cauiing the itone to be 
removed, orders all forts of provifions to be laid on it 
fur the entertainment of the populace. After they have 
regaled themfelves, they run about the city in the night, 
committing the greateft outrages, and killing all the 
men, women, and children. They cfeop of? their 
heads, and leave them in the ftreets, but they bring 
their bodies and throw them into the pit, with their 
garments, houiehold goods, &c. as prcfents to the de- 
ccafed king." This ft range cuftom is ftill preferved in 
the ftricteft manner ; and thole who are allotted to fall 
victims on the occafion are fo far from lamenting their 
fate, that they think it the higheit mark of honour that 
cm he conferred on them. 

The religion profefTcd by thefe people is ftrangely 
abfurd and perplexed. They worfhip various kinds of 
idol*, fome of which are made of elephants teeth, claws, 
de ul men's heads, fkrlctons, &:c. Each is his own 
prielt, and addreffes himlelf to fuch of his idols as he 
likes bell. 

They believe that the apparitions of their anccftors 
app ar to them, but it is only when they arc a flee p. 
Th< y rail the ihadow of a man palTadoor or conductor, 
whhh they believe really to exiit, and that it will fome 
time or other give tcllimony whether they have lived 
well or ill. If the former, they are to be raifed to great 
dignity j but if the latter, they are to perifh with hun- 
Z v [ ;Uid poverty. 

ihey make daily oiTerings to their idols, which con- 
Hit only of a few yams mixed with oil. Sometimes they 
offer a fowl, but they only fprinkle the blood of it on 
|he idol, for the fieih they convert to their own ufe. 
J lie great men make annual Sacrifices, which are very 
cxpcnfivc, and celebrated with great pomp. They kill 
multitudes of cows, (beep, and other kinds of cattle ; 
and they provide an elegant entertainment for their 
Jncmjs., that lalts v Several days; befides which they give 
naiullomc pielenis to the poor. 

'I he people of Benin divide time into yeais, months 
^ckH. ami days, each of which are diflinmiifhcd by ; 



V ' 1 <my* 9 cacn of wmcn are clilunguilhcU hy a 
>utu uUr name i but in their divilion they make four- 
mi »«*>nihs to the year. They keep their Sabbath 



every fifth day, which is Solemnly obferved, particular- 
ly by the better lort, who, on the occafion, Sacrifice 
cows, fheep, and goats } while the poorer fort kill dogs, 
cats, chickens, or whatever they are able to purchafe. 
Thofe who are fo diftrefTed as not to be able to obtain 
any of thefe, are affiited by the others, in order that the 
feltival may be univerfally kept. 

They have two annual feftivals. The firft of thefe 
is in commemoration of their anceftors, when they not 
only Sacrifice a great number of beafts, but alfo human 
beings j but the latter are generally malefactors Sen- 
tenced to death, and referved for thefe folemnities. If 
it happens that there are not fo many criminals as are 
requilite on thefe occafions, (the number of which is 
25,) the king orders his officers to parade the ftreets, 
and feize indifferently fuch perfons as they meet not 
carrying lights. If the perfons fo feized are wealthy, 
they are permitted to purchafe their redemption ; but if 
poor, they are Sacrificed: on the day appointed. The 
flaves of great men fo feized may be alfo ranfomed, on 
condition that the mafters find others to fupply their 
place. 

Their fecond annual feflival, and which is by far the 
molt confiderable, is called the Coral Feaft. It is cele- 
brated in the month of May ; and on the day it is held 
the king appears in public. As the ceremonies attend- 
ing this feltival are rather fingular, we fhall give the 
following defcription of them, as related by a perfon 
who was prefent, and faw the whole. This perfon fays, 
that on the day appointed, the king came magnificently 
drefled into the fecond court of the palace, where, under 
a rich canopy, a feat was placed for him ; as alfo others 
for his wives, and a great number of his principal offi- 
cers. Soon after the king was feated the proceflion be- 
gan, which being ended, the king removed from his 
throne, in order to Sacrifice to the gods in the open air, 
and thereby began the feaft. This action was accom- 
panied with the univerfal and loud acclamations of the 
people. After palling a quarter of an hour in this 
manner, he returned to the former pjace, where he fat 
two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people 
time to perform their devotions. This do .c. he re- 
turned into the palace. The reft of the day was fpent 
in fplendid treating and fealting, the king caufing all 
kinds of provifions to be liberally distributed to the po- 
pulace; and the grandees followed his example j fo 
that nothing but joy was to be feen throughout the city. 
The reafon why this is called the Coral Feaft is, be- 
caufe at this time the king beftows the ftrings of coral 
on thofe whom he advances to any preferment, or pod 
of honour, which he never does but on this feltival, un- 
lefs a particular urgency of (tate requires it. 

In this kingdom the will of the monarch is an abSo- 
lutc law ; but the chief direction of government is veiled 
in the three great lords. Their laws are, in general^ 
very mild. "When a perfon of property dies, the right 
of inheritance devolves to the eldeft ion ; but he is 
obliged to prefent a Slave to the king, and another to 
the three great lords, with a petition that he may fuc- 
ceed his father in the fame quality, which the king ac- 
cordingly grants, and he is declared the lawful heir of 
all the pofleflions left by his father. He is not com- 
pelled to make any allowance to his younger brother, 
that being wholly left to his own difcretion j but if his 
mother be alive, he mult allow her a maintenance Suit- 
able to her rank. He takes his father's other wives 
home, especially thofe that have not had children, and, 
if he thinks proper, he ufes them as his own. Thofe 
lie difapproves of are obliged to work for a maintenance 
under his inSpection, but he never cohabits with them. 
If the deceafed leaves no children, the brother inherits 
the effects; and in cafe of deficiency of fuch heir, the 
next a- kin ; but if no lawful heir appears, the whole 
becomes the property of the king. 

Criminals arc punifhcd here in proportion to the ua« 
tuie of the offence. Doing any injuiy. to an Euro- 
pean is con fidercd as a capital crime, and the piini fo- 
ment for fuch offence is thus executed: ihey take the 

offender, 
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offender, tic his hands behind his back, and blindfold 
him. After this the judge raifes him up, fo that his 
head hangs towards the ground, which the executioner 
cuts off with a hatchet; and federating the body into 
four quarters, leaves it to be devoured by the wild 

bC If S a perfon is found guilty of theft he is obliged to 
reftore the goods and pay a fine j but if he is unable to 
do the latter he fuffers corporally. If the robbery is 
commuted on a grandee the punifhment is death. 

In cafes of murder the criminal is punifhed with 
death except the offence be committed by the king's 
fon, or a grandee ; in which cafe the offender is ba- 
nifhed to the mod diftant part of the kingdom, and 

never permitted to return. . , , , r 

If a perfon kills another by accident he may purchafe 
his life, by firft burying the deceafed, and afterwards 
producing a Have to fuffer in his ftead. When this 
flavc is facrificed the offender mull bend his body, and 
touch die Have's knees with his forehead ; after which 
he mult pay a fine to the three great lords, when he 
obtains his freedom, and the relations of the deceafed 
think a fuffkicnt atonement has been made for the of- 
fence. • -r, r J 1 

There are various pumfhments tor adultery in pro- 
portion to the circumftances of the parties. If a com- 
mon perfon furprifes his wife in the fa£t he is entitled 
to all the effects of the perfon that has injured him ; 
and the woman, after being feverely drubbed by her 
hufband, is totally difcarded, being left to lhift for 
hcrfelf the remainder of her life. 

The better fort, in thefe cafes, revenge themfelves 
much the fame way ; but the relations of the offending 
party, in order to avail themfelves of the fcandal that 
might accrue to their family, frequently bring about a 
reconciliation, by paying a large pecuniary compliment 
to the injured hufband, who, in this cafe, hufhes up the 
matter, and apparently feems to forget the once unfea- 
fonablc liberality of his wife. 

Other crimes are punifhed by fine, which is propor- 
tioned to the nature of the offence ; and if the culprit 
is not able to pay the fine levied, he is fubjecl to cor- 
poral punifhment. 

The fines paid on thefe occafions are thus difpofed of : 
the perfon injured is firft fatisfied, after which the go- 
vernor has his fliare, and the remainder of the fine goes 

to the three great lords. 

Having thus taken a general view of this kingdom, 
with the nature of its inhabitants, their manners, cu- 
ftoms, laws, religion, &c. we fhall now point out thole 
places in it that are the mod remarkable. 

Defcription of the Cities and Towns of Benin, and the 

Majfacre of the Natives of Meiberg. 

THE chief city is Benin, the ufual refklencc of 
the king. It is large and pleafantly fitua ted on 
the banks of the river, about forty miles from its 
mouth. It contains a great number of ftreets, mod 
of which are very fpacious, anil the houfes uniformly 
built. The principal ftrect is exceeding broad, and 
at leafl three miles in length : it is interfered by many 
croft ftreets and lanes, all of which are (trait and of 
confidcrable extent ; and the whole city is at leafl nine 
miles in circumference. The houfes of the grandees 
nre much higher than thofc of the commonalty, and 
are afcended oy fteps. At the entrance of each is a 
vellibule, or porch, which is every morning cleaned by 
the flaveSi and fpread with mats of ft raw. 1 lie in jut 
chamber is Iquare, with an opening in the (i nter for 
the admiflion of light i and in thefe apartments th< y 
both fleep and eat, though they drefs their victuals in 
other places I operate, having many offices under the 
fame roof. 

The king's palace is very extenfive, fupcrb and mag- 
nificent. It confilts of feveral large fijuares furround- 
cd with galleries, each of which has a portico, or gate, 
guarded by ibldicrs. 

i 



SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY 

The inhabitants of Benin are all natives no f • 
being permitted to refide in it. Some of them are ^ 
wealthy, and fpend their whole time at court l c ^ 
trade and agriculture to be executed by their wive^ ^ 

Thefe go to the adjacent villages * 



fervants. 



and 



ther trade in merchandize, or ferve for daily wa 
and they are obliged to bring the greateft part of Sll 
they get to their mailers, otherwile they would be foil 
for flaves. 



A market is every day kept in the principal part of 
the city for the fale ot provihons and merchandize 




wine. Their merchandize confifts of cotton, elephants 
teeth, wooden platters, cups, and other houfhold Huff- 
cotton cloth, iron inftrumenrs for fifiiingand tillin<»- the 
ground, lances, darts and other weapons. A place is 
allotted for each kind of merchandize, and they are all 
difpofed with great uniformity. 

The prefent reduced ftate of the inhabitants of Be- 
nin arofe from an irruption in confequence of the death 
of one of the road chiefs, who fell a facrifice to the 
avarice of a former reigning monarch. Hi* death was 
revenged by a very powerful party, who foiled the king's 
army in two onfets, and afterwards fettled with the chief 
that headed them at a place about three days journey 
from the capital, fo that the number of inhabitants was 
of courfe confiderably leiTened. 

The other towns in this kingdom are chiefly remark- 
able for trade, and are moft of them fituatcd on the 
river Benin. The firft of thefe is called Aweiri, or 
Ouwerre, and belongs to a king, who is the only one 
that is independent of the king of Benin. TJrj town 
(lands about fix miles from the mouth of the river, and 
here the Portuguefe have a church and factory. 

There is a trading village called Boedodoc, which 
contains about fifty houfes, built with reeds and mud, 
and covered with leaves of trees. Ic is governed by a 
viceroy and fome grandees, whofe authority extends 
only to trifling matters, as civil caufes, and railing 
taxes for the king; but if any thing confidcrable hap- 
pens, they muft ftate the matter to the court, and wait 
their determination. 

Ogattou was once a confidcrable place, but it fuff r- 
cd fo much in the wars, that it was alinoit laid waftc: 
however, from its delightful filiation the buildings of 
late years have confiderably increafed, and it kerns as 
if time would reftore it to its original importance, 

Arebo, the center of commerce, is iiuuted about 50 
miles from the mouth of the river Benin. The Dutch 
and Engl ifh had both factories here j but the Luuv 
having neglected their trade, the lodge fell down, ami 
has never fince been rebuilt; fo that the fomurisrtio 
only European fettlement in this part ol the coimiiy. 
Meiberg is a fmall but very neat place, and w 
ufes arc built with ereat uniformity. '1 he 



houfes 
had once 
the natives 



arc built with great unirommy. ' V , , 
ce a factory here, and were greatly irlpee cd by 

ivesi but during their ftay a melaiulioly 01 

cumftance happened, occafioncd by the inde ntion ot 
the principal factor, that entirely overthrew thnn, im. 
particulars of which are thus deferibed hyalite authoi . 
" N. Becldfnydcr, their lail factor, Iisivin;- .1 
paflion for one of the negro-govcrnoi's wive., liiviim.i 
her, which fo enraged the injured liulbaml, Hut 
came with 

the adultere., , , , 

but in the flight was fo wounded that he dud. 
Dutch company's direclor-general on the 



a body o? armed I men, and iclblved w > M\ 

rer, who narrowly c leaped on bo.inl .» hu|> , 

being rightly informed of the cafe, lent a vrflrl inmi 
EI Mina, well manned, to Benin, with flnU 0, \ ,( , 
revenge the murder. Thefe foldicis fo lliet* In* • ,h • 
commiffion, that they killed, or rook pnlin.ef y «v» 
HTlon in the town who could not chape. 
>eing informed of this, and the occalion o 
ficre, commanded the Negro-govci nor to he i»»o 
before him , and though he had done noilitni • .In" * ■* 
ftcincd right, in defending the honour ol hi* ^ 
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yet the king cauted him and his whole race to be put 
to death in the moft cruel manner. The dead bodies 
of thefe referable wretches were expofed to be de- 
voured by the beads, and their houfes were razed to the 
ground, with ftrict orders that they ihould never be re- 
built." The Dutch, however, from thefe circumftances, 
made no farther attempt, and there has not been any 
European factory in this town ever fince. It is re- 
markable that all the male flaves of this country are 
foreigners ; for the natives cannot be fold for flaves, 
but are all free ; though they bear the name of the 
king's flaves. A Dutch navigator afferts, that it is not 
allowed to export any male flaves fold in this country, 
but they may do what they will with the females. 

Befides the river Benin, there are feveral other confi- 
derable ones in this kingdom, particularly the river 
Rio delRey, which is very (pacious and extenfive. On 
its banks are a great number of villages, inhabited by 
people divided into two nations, one of which dwell 
along the upper part of the river, and the other to- 
wards the mouth ; but they are always at enmity with 
each other. They are a ftrong, robuft people; but 
poor, difhoneft, and treacherous ; and are very filthy 
both in their houfes and pcrfons. They go quite naked, 
fmearing their bodies with oil, intermixed with a red. 
They plait their hair in various forms, file their teeth, 
and ornament their foreheads with ilrange marks, made 
with hot irons or pincers. In fhorc, they are mere fa- 
vages, and their only employment is fifliing, they being 
total ftrangers either to mechanical arts or agriculture. 

The Rio Kamarones is another large river, whofe 
inhabitants are governed by a chief of their own, called 
Moneba. The people here carry on a confiderable 
trade with the Europeans, having plenty of elephants 
teeth and flaves, which they fell at very reafonable 
rates. The goods which they take in exchange from 
the Europeans confift chiefly of iron and copper bars, 
brafs pots and kettles, bugles or beads, ox horns, and 
fteel files. The natives here are very iufly, tail, weH- 
fhaped, and have a remarkable fmooth flcin. 

The river Rio Gabon is fituated about fifteen leagues 
from Cape de Lopo Gonfalvo, or the utmoft point of 
the Gulph of Benin. It is a very large river, and the 
mouth of it is at leaft fix miles acrofs. About nine 
miles up the river are two iflands, one of which takes 
its name from the king, and the other from the prince 
of this river, two great lords of Benin. But thefe iflands 
have now but few inhabitants. The river is navigable 
for fmall fhips feveral leagues up. There are many 



villages on its banks ; and the trade carried on here 
confifts in elephants teeth, W3X, and honey. 

The inhabitants are very large, robuft, and well- 
fhaped ; but in their difpofitions fierce and cruel. The 
men are great thieves, and the women very abandoned. 

The Negroes here are perfect fir angers to agriculture, 
and live chiefly by hunting and fifhing. The river 
abounds with fifh, befides which there are great num- 
bers of crocodiles and fea-horfes ; and on the banks of 
it are prodigious numbers of wild beads, efpecially 
elephants, bufTalos, and wild boars. 

About 18 leagues from the river Gabon is Cape 
Lopo Gonfalvo, which is the extreme limits of the 
Gulph of Guinea. Ic appears like a low flat ifland, but 
it is a long, narrow peninfula, ftretching from the con- 
tinent feveral leagues to fea. It has a good harbour 
either for anchoring or careening fhips, efpecially for 
thofe homeward bound, provifions being not only plen- 
tiful, but alfo very cheap. On the fhore are feveral 
huts, where the natives occafionally reflde, as the Eu- 
ropean veiTels ftop for the above purpofes ; but the 
town they belong to is called Olibato, and is fituated 
about fix miles from the Cape. It is the refidence of a 
chief, and the town contains about 300 houfes, which 
are made with bull-rufhes interwoven, and covered with 
palrrMeaves. The natives are much more civilized 
than thofe of Rio Gabon, but they differ little in their 
drefs, manners, and cuftoms. The country abounds 
with wild beafts, as elephants, bufTalos, wild boars, 
apes, monkies, and other mifchicvous animals. 

AH veflels, as foon as they arrive at the Cape, fire 
off four guns, to alarm the country, and give notice of 
their arrival, when the people immediately repair from 
Olibato, and other inland places, to the Cape, and 
carry with them fuch articles as they have to difpofe of, 
the principal of which are water, wood for fuel, and 
proviflons. They always keep a (lock of wood by 
them, that they may be ready to fupply fuch veflels as 
ftop at the Cape : they cut it in billets about two feet 
long, a boat load of which they generally fell for a bar 
of iron. They get their water out of a large pond near 
the Cape : it keeps good at fea, and is allowed by mofl 
failors to be exceeding wholefome. 

The other goods purchafed here by the Europeans 
confift of elephants teeth, wax, honey, and cam-wood: 
and the articles fold to the natives are knives, iron bars, 
beads, old fheets, axes, brafs bafons, firelocks, powder, 
ball, and fhot. 



CHAP. 



xnr. 



NIGRITIA, ETHIOPIA, or NEGROLAND 



section 1. 

Name. Boundaries. Extent. Commerce. 

npi-IH ancients called the natives of this country 

NT»m?: ""T: 1 "? 1 Niprites, and Mejanes, that is, 
Negroes or Blacks, either from the river Niger, or the 
nat ^^jiIto A c people. Ncgrolandis bound- 

wkI on X £T' ? n thc . Caft by Abyffinia and Nubia, 
o Z t 7 eftb X^Ar antic Ocean. It lies between 

iK n l» T CS VT h iUitlK,c ' is imputed "00 

S^A 11 ' European fo, ts, which, differing 
i h A u ^ C,lil . m,Cl <loci not ^ 

«* mou T it u , A ;. H Tf V nt,a ' which is Soo miles from 
^uth, itrtnav^Wc/ui vrtleis of 1 S o torn burthen, 

No. 34. 



The feafon for making the voyage to this part is from 
December till June, when the river Hows in a fmooth, 
equal, and not very rapid Hream ; but during the reft 
of the year the paffage up it is difficult, on account of 
the extraordinary fwells occafioned by the rains, which 
fall in thefe countries with great violence. 

The chief articles of commerce on the river Gambia 
are gold, elephants teeth, bees-wax, and flaves j thc 
latter of whom are either prifoners taken in war, orper- 
fons ftolen or condemned for crimes. Thc gold is of an 
excellent quality. The ivory, or elephants teeth, called 
by the natives morphel, is either found in thc woods 
or got by hunting and killing thc beads s and the larger 
the tee th the more valuable the ivory. Some of than 
are quite white, others yellow j but thc difference of 
colour neither adds to or diminiflic-s the value. Bees- 
wax is fold in great quantities about the river, and is 
made in cakes from 20 to 1 20 lb. weight. Gum-dragon 
is alfo brought from this country : it comes from a tree 
called pau tic fangu<\ or blood-wood, from whence fan 

4 ^ inciuon 
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incifion being made in the tree) it oozes out drop after 
drop, tillicveral hnr.ps are formed, wh.ch a,e after- 

wards dried in tlv fun. _ , 

Thnc are many kingdoms and petty dates between 
the rivers Sierra l,eona and Senegal, concerning which 
very little is known ; but as better accounts 1 are to be 
obtained of feveral p.ovinces on the banks of the Gam- 



bia, 



flull nre:cnt them in the following order. 



SECTION II. 



. rerjensy Difpofitions, 
People of Xlundingo. 



Cuftor.is, Manners, &fr. of the 
Defcription of the Palm Trees. 

Ceremonies, &c • 

MUNDINGO is the largelt and moil populous 
place on the banks of the river Gambia. The 
Portucuefc having fettled in it ever fince their conqueft 
of it 111 the fourteenth century, and their defendants 
intermixed with the natives, thcie is Jitrle difference be- 
tween them either as to their colour or fhape ; but as 
they ftili retain a corruption of the Portugucfc lan- 
guage, and as they chriften and marry by the help of a 
prieitfent annually from St. Jago, one of the Cape de 
Verd Iflands, they confider themk Ives as different from 
the Mundingoes as if they were really natives of Por- 
tugal i and the calling them Negroes is the greateft 
affront that can be offered, it being a term they only 

life for (laves. 

This kingdom is of confiderable extent. The na- 
tives are quite black, and have very difagreeable fea- 
tures, their lips being exceeding thick, and their nofes 
remarkably broad and flat. In their dilpofitions they 
aie rational and humane, and particularly civil to (Gran- 
gers. They are, in general, very bnfk and lively ; but 
if affronted, impetuous and revengeful. 

The better fort take a pride in keeping a prodigious 
numbci of Haves ; but they treat them in a very humane 
manner. The females, in particular, are ornamented 
with necklaces, bracelets, and ear-rings, ma le of co- 
ral, amber, and filver, to a confiderable value. Seve- 
ral of the natives have many (laves born in their families; 
and though in lbme parts of Africa thefe are fold, yet 
in Muntlingo it would be thought not only indifcreet, 
but criminal: nor is ever any family Have fold, except 
for fuch crimes as would have authorifed its being done 
had he been free. Indeed, if there are many (laves in 
the family, and one of them commits a crime, the maf- 
ter cannot fell him wiih >ut the joint confentof the reft; 
for if he does, they vill defert him, and feck protect ion 

in another kingdom. 

They have a kind of drum here of a very large fize, 
called a tang-tong, which they only beat on the ap- 
proach of an enemy, or on fome very extraordinary oc*- 
cafion, to call the inhabitants of the neighboui ing 
towns to their affiftance ; and when this is beat in the 
night time, it may be heard at the diftance of fix or 
feven miles. 

Europeans, when ill treated by the natives, apply to 
thealcaid, or head man of the town, who is appointed 
to do jullice on fuch occafions. He is called the white 
man's king, and has othcrwife great power. He alio 
decides all quairels, and has the full voice in all confe- 
rences relative to public tran factions. 

The palm tree, which is remarkable, is very (trait 
and fmooth, and lbme of them grow to the height of 
100 feet. From the trunk of the tree the natives extract 
a liquor called palm wine, which, in colour, greatly 
relcmbles whey. To effect this they make an incifion 
at the top of the tree, to which they apnly gourd bot- 
tles, and into thefe the liquor is conveyed by means of 
a pipe made of leaves. I he wine is very fweet in its 
talle, and, if drank as foon as drawn, very purgative ; 
but if kept two or three days, it ferments, grows Uiong, 
and becomes not only palatable, but alio very whole- 
fomc. * 



The natives climb thefe trees with furprifmg a»ii; Cvr 
the manner of doing which is thus : they take apiece 
of the bark of a tree formed in the fhape of a hoop 
with which they enclofe themfelves and the tree, the 
hoop being afterwards fecured : they then fix the hoop 
under their hams, and refting their back againM it 
and their feet againft the tree, climb up with fnrnrj! 
fing expedition. Sometimes, indeed, they meet wiili 
a fatal accident, which either arifes from their miflin* 
their ftep, or the bark on which they reft not being 
properly fecured. 

1 he habitations of the common people are very low 
and mean. Their furniture confifts only of a few com- 
mon neceffaries, fuch as earthen veffels for their food, 
wooden bowls, plates, difhes, &c. but they have nei! 
ther chairs, tables, or beds, a mat Applying the place 
of all three; for on that they fit, eat, and deep. 
Among the better fort, indeed, the m after of the houfc 
is diftinguifhed by having a bed, which confifts of a 
kind of hurdle laid upon pieces of wood, and elevated 
about two feet from the floor. 

Rice, pulfe, and Indian corn are their principal food, 
which they mix with boiling water, or broth made from 
the flefh of crocodiles : they like the latter the bed, 
and are not only fond of the flefh of the crocodiles, but 
alfo their eggs. Their common drink is water, but 
they fometimes ufe palm wine and mead; and, if they 
can meet with it, will not refufe rum and brandy. They 
fit at their meals, and take up the victuals with ti e fin- 
gers of the right hand only, confidering it indecent to 
touch either their food or lips with the left. 

The drefs of the women confifts of a piece of cotton 
tied round the waift, from whence it reaches to the 
knees. The upper part of the body is naked. 

They enter into the marriage ftate at an early period. 
Some of them are even contracted as foon as born, and 
the parents can never after break .off the engagement. 
The men, however, can refufe accepting them when at 
a proper age ; neither dare the girl marry any other with- 
out his confent. Before a man takes his wife, he is 
obliged to make a prefent to her parents of 200 cola 
(a fruit that grows in the inland parts of the country, 
and fomcwhat refembles a horfe chefnut,) two iron bars, 

and two cows. 

The women pay fuch diftinguiflied refpecl: to their 
hufbands, that if bufinefs calls them a day or two from 
home, when they return, their wives falute them on 
their knees ; and they (hew their humility by always 
placing themfelves in that poflure when they g»"c them 
drink, either at their meals, or at any other time. 

A new born child is clipped in cold water fevera 
times in the day, at each of which, after having ened 
up the water with a cloth, they rub it over with palm 
oil, paiticularlv the back bone, final 1 ol the Iv.cx, tl- 
bows, neck, knees, and bins. When born, they aie 
of an olive complexion, and fometimes do not Income 
black till they aie two months old. They are not bom 
with flat nofes, but as that fhape is greatly admue.., 
their mothers or nurles, whenever they vval 1 them, 
prefs down the upper part of their noie with their lin- 
gers, and, from its natural tendcrnefs at that time, tat 
compiefiurc has the wifhed-for effect. 

They give them a name about a month after iac\ ^ 
born ; and the only ceremony attending this is, \\u\ 
the head, and rubbing it well over with palm oil. 

In cafe of death, the friends and acquaintance^ 0 in 
deceafed cry over him for two days , and hu h 01 m 
lations as are not on the fpot, when they Inar o ■ » 
though at a confiderable diftance, will jellify the >a. 
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of lamentation as if they were really V ivU ' 1 * 
„.„ deceafed. Previous to interment l In* «« 
wrapped in white cotton cloth, and borne on . ^ 
preceded by Negroes, carrying divers jn« ,u,11 " , 1 ' fo j. 
which they (Irike to produce doleful founds j" | 
lowed by mourners uttering hideous cries ami i._ . ^ 
turns. The grave is generally made near the Me 
• of their ancellors in fome delbhue Ipot, where u 
is depofitcd about three feet in the ground, ^ 
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the whole affcmbly bow, and give one general 
(Kriek They generally throw into the grave the pnn- 
■ al furniture and utenfils of which the deceafed was 
C1J flefied They lay flicks acrofs the grave even with 
She farface of the earth, on which they place draw, or 
the leaves of trees, fo thick as to prevent the mould 
from getting into the grave ; and on the top of thefe 
they lay the earth, which they trample hard down with 
their feet. They commonly erect a hut over the grave, 
to fecure it from rain, and preferve the memory of the 

deceafed. . , . . 

'I he hufbands, to render their power as complete as 

noflible, compel their wives to obedience by all the 
force of fear and terror. For this purpofe they hz 
figure about eight feet high, made of the bark of trees, 
and drefTed in a long coat, with a whifp of draw on the 
head, and made in the form of a cap. It is called a 
Mumbo Jumbo, and when any controverfy arifes be- 
tween a man and his wife, this ftrange figure is fent for 
to determine the difpute, which generally terminates in 

favour of the man. 

The Mundingoes have a language peculiar to them- 
felves, which is more generally fpoken on both fides 
the river than any other. A perfon who is well ac- 
quainted with this language may travel from the mouth 
of the river quite to the country of the Joncoes, or 
Merchants, fo called from their buying yearly a vaft 
number of Haves, and bringing them to the lower parts 
of the river for fale. They have alfo a corrupt kind of 
Portuguefe, which is generally ufed by the natives 
when they trade with the Europeans. 

Their priefts are highly reverenced, infomuch that if 
perfons of the firft diftin&ion happen to meet with one 
of them, they immediately form a circle round him, 
and, falling on their knees, folicit his benediction. 

There are a fort of people called Floops on the bor- 
ders of the kingdom of Mundingo who are in a manner 
wild, and inveterate enemies to their neighbours. 
Their country is of confiderable extent, but they have 
not any king, and are entirely independent of each 
other ; notwithstanding which, they are fo numerous 
that the Mundingoes, with all their force, cannot con- 
quer them. Their towns are furrounded by a kind of 
fortification made of flicks drove in the ground clofe to- 
gether, and covered with clay. They have the cha- 
racter of being very grateful when they receive any fa- 
vour ; but if any injury is offered them, they will never 
forgive, or fuffer it to pafs unrevenged. 

SECTION III. 

Tbi Gum Defart, with a Description of the Natives 
of the Kingdoms of the Jolloiffs and Pholeys. 

THIS part of Negroland, where the trade is carried 
on with the Moors, is remarkable for producing 
great quantities of gum, and it is diftinguifhed by the 
name of the Defm r, from the fmall number of its in- 
habitants. 

To the raft of this defart is a place called Engerbel. 
where the king of the JolloilFs has his palace, °which 
conhfts only of a large number of huts, built much like 
tno e or the other Negroes, but only more fpacious. 

1 he whole country, from the northern bank of the 
nvcr Gambu to the lake Cajor, is called in general the 
kingdoms of the Jolloiffs, though divided among feve- 
"1 petty princes. Its extent, from north to fouth, is 
about ;joo miles, and from the fca-coaft ealtward it is 
near 400 miles. 

ar7!!f^ 0ll0l f il, ? r P eo P le who inhabit this country, 
Sir I f tha . n th * Mundingoes, and better featured, 
tiuir nofes not being fo broad*, nor their lips fo thick! 

natural men> , a 81 *, natural| y courageous, are good 
iCgers. 1 * h ° r P itab,c > more particular^ to 

here 1 " ,anne , rs, / :i,f l oms ' ceremonies,- religion, &c. 
Singo ,m,Ch thc hmc as in d « kingdom of Mun- 
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Ad joining to thc kingdom of the JolloifFs lies that of 
the Pholeys, or Foulies. It extends along the river 
Gambia, from eaft to weft, near 600 milts. 

The Pholeys are not fo black as the Jolloiffs, but 
rather of a tawney complexion, and greatly refemble the 
Arabs, whofe language they generally fpeak, though 
they have one peculiar to themfelves. They live in 
herds or clans, and form their buildings on fuch a con- 
ftrucYion, that they are eafily removed from one place 
to another. Their country is very fertile, and produces 
plentiful crops of large and fmall millet, cotton, to- 
bacco, peas, rice, and other pulfe. Their goats and 
fheep are exceeding fine., and their oxen fo large, that 
the French buy up all their hides at a very great price. 
They are very fond of European merchandizes, and 
treat the traders that bring them with great civility. 
They ufe a great variety of mufical inflruments, and 
are great lovers of dancing. 

Near their houfes they plant tobacco and corn. The 
women that live among the Europeans make cakes of 
the flour, and convert it to fuch other ufes as are gene- 
rally pracliled in England. 

The Pholeys are very temperate in their living, and 
remarkably induftrious and frugal. As they raifc much 
more corn and cotton than they confume, they fell it at 
a reafonable rate to ftrangers, to whom they are very 
civil and hofpitable. They alfo fupply the wants of their 
neighbours ; and have even been known to diflrefs 
themfelves in afTifling the Mundingoes, who, in fome 
bad feafons, would have otherwife been expofed to thc 
ravages of dreadful famines. 

Though remarkable for the mildnefs of their temper, 
they are far from being deficient in courage. Their 
arms confifl of the lance, bows and arrows, fhort cut- 
laffes, and mufkets, all which they ufe with great 
alertnefs. 

They frequently remove their towns from one place 
to another, but commonly choofe a fpot near the Mun- 
dingoes, who think themfelves happy in having fuch 
ufetul neighbours ; and, indeed, there is hardly any 
Mundingo town of note up the river, that has not a 
Pholey town or plantation near it. 

They are very expert in the management of cattle, 
and are excellent huntfmen. They not only kill lions, 
tigers, and other wild beafts, but alfo go in companies 
together to hunt elephants, whofe teeth they fell, and 
the flefh they dry in the fame manner as bacon is cured 
in England. 

Many of them fpeak the Arabic language, and they 
are, in general, of the Mahometan religibn. 

The king of the Pholeys is very powerful, and not 
only receives homage fiom the king of the JolloifFs, but 
all the great men of that kingdom are his vaffals. 

There are feveral towns and villages in the kingdom 
of Pholey, in which a trade is carried on for divers 
commodities common to the country. 

It may not be improper, before we quit this fedbion, 
to inferr. a remarkable ltory of one Job Ben Solomon, 
of the race of the Pholeys, and fon to the high pried of 
Bundo, in Forta, who was fold as a Have, came to Eng- 
land, and received diftinguifhed honours from the 
royal family and nobility; the circumftances attending 
which we fhall take from Mr. Moore, who particularly 
defcribes them, and whofe relation muft be the mod 
genuine, as he was in company with him after his re- 
turn to his own country. 

Some years ago, as this perfon was travelling on thc 
fouth fide of the Gambia, with a fcrvant, he was robbed 
and feized by order of the king of a country a little 
within the land, who fold both him and his man for 
flaves to one captain Pyke, who failed with him to 
Maryland. Thc Pholeys, his humane countrymen, 
would have redeemed him, had he not been carried out 
of the river before they had notice of hit being a flave. 
Job, on his arrival at Maryland, was fold to a planter, 
who, rinding lie had/ery diftinguifhed abilities, treated 
him with great refpeft j and at the expiration of twelve 
months, Job had ihe good fortune to have a letter of 



3M 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY, 



his own writing, in the Arabic tongue, conveyed to 
England. This letter coming to the hands of Mr 
Oglethorpe, he feht it to Oxford to be tranflated, which 
being done, it gave him fuch fatisfaftion, and mfpired 
him with fo good an Opinion of the author, that he im- 
mediately fent orders to have him bought of his mafter. 
This happened a little before that gentleman's fctting 
out for Georgia; and before his return from thence, 
Tob arrived in England, where being brought to the 
acquaintance of Sir Hans Sloane, he was found to be a 
perfect mafter of the Arabic tongue, by his tranflating 
ieveral manufcripts and infcriptions on medals. Sir 
Hans Sloane recommended him to the Duke of Mon- 
tague, who, being pleaicd with his genius and capa- 
city, the ngreeablenefs of his behaviour, and the iweet- 
rsefs'ofhis temper, introduced him to court, where he 
•was oracioufly received by the royal family, and moll 
of the nobility, who hcmotired him with many marks of 

their favour. 

After he had continued in England about fourteen 
months, he determined to return to his native country, 
from an earned: defire he had to fee the high-prieft his 
father. On his leaving England he received many no- 
ble pfefents from her Majefty Queen Caroline, his 
Royal Highnefsthe Duke of Cumberland, the Duke of 
Montague^ the Earl of Pembroke, feveral ladies of 
quality, and the Royal African Company ; the latter of 
whom ordered their agents to Ihew him the greateft 

refpecl. 

Soon after his arrival at James's Fort, Job exprefted 
a defire of going up to a town called Joar, to converfe 
with fome of his countrymen, and accordingly went 
along with Mr. Moore. In the evening, as he was fit- 
ting under a great tree at the creek ofDamofcnfa, there 
came fix or feven of the very people who had three 
years before made a flave of him at about thirty miles 
diftance from that place. Such was his rage and indig- 
nation, that he was for attacking them with his broad 
fword ; nor could Mr. Moore, without the greateft 
difficulty, fupprefs his refentment. Enquiring con- 
cerning the king their mafter, Job was informed that 
he was accidentally fhot by the very piftol which was 
amongft the goods for which he fold him to Captain 
Pyke. Tran {ported with the information, he devoutly 
returned thanks to Mahomet for making his perfecutor 
die by the very articles for which he had fold him to 
flavery. Turning to Mr. Moore, he made fome per- 
tinent remarks on the juftice of the Divine Being in the 
inftance before them, and very ingenioufly obferved, 
that he ought to forgive him, becaufe had he not been 
fold, he never Ihould have feen England, known the 
language, or have been acquainted with his noble and 
liberal patrons. In every part of the country he highly 
applauded the Englim, and greatly poflefted the Pho- 
leys with an high opinion of them. When Mr. Moore 
embarked for England he gave him letters for his pa- 
trons, and, embracing him, moft afiectionately de- 
clared, that his days Ihould be fpent in endeavouriug to 
do good to the Englifh, who had relcafed him from fla- 
very, and conferred on him an immenfc obligation. 

SECTION IV. 

Settlements of the Europeans, and other Tlaces y on the 

river Gambia. 



THE Englifh have feveral fettlements on the banks 
of the river Gambia. The principal is that at 
James's I ft and. It has a fort, and floops and boats for 
the convenience of conveying provifions, as well as 
articles of commerce. The Englifh have alfo factories 
at Gillifree, Vintain, Tancrowall, and Joar, but they 
are greatly inferior to that at James's Ifland. The 
chief articles of the commerce of thefe factories arc 
Daves, ivory, hides, and wax. 

There are many provinces which may be confidercd 
as petty royalties, being fubjecT: to their refpeftive kings 
or chiefs, Thefe kings have their retinue, and other 



tokens of honour, 
ranfack towns 



>ur. They make war againft each other 
, take pnfoners, and fell them f Q ' 
commodities as beft fuit their inclinations. 

Befides the Englifli, there are French and Pom 
guefe fettlements on the river Gambia ; and ther 
many other towns on that river which, from their inf ^ 
nificance, it is needlefs to mention. 

The natives of thefe parts much refemble thofe f 
Guinea in their perfons, drefs, manners, and cuftorn 
but they have fome peculiarities, and in particular th* 
women, who tie handkerchiefs round their hcaciT 
leaving the crown bare. Thofe who have not handler ■ * 
chiefs fupply their place by ufing a flip of blue or whit* 
cotton cloth. 

SECTION V. 

Defeription of the river Senegal, and the places fituated 
on its banks ; with the Perfons, Manners and Cujloms 
of the Natives. 

GEOGRAPHERS divide the river Niger into 
three branches, under the diftincl: names of the 
Gambia, the Senegal, and the Sierra Leona, which 
are each of them confidered as rivers of great extent. 

The banks of the Senegal are very fertile, and beau- 
tifully variegated. Near the river are lofty trees in- 
habited by various forts of birds, fome of which arc- 
very fmall, others large, and many of them exceeding 
handfome, and of the brighteft colours. There are 
alfo great numbers of fquirrcls and monkics ; and the 
more diftant parts abound with lions and elephants, the 
latter of which have not that ferocity in them that is na- 
tural to thofe in other countries, for they will not at- 
tempt to attack any one they meet unlets firft molefted. 
Some parts of the low grounds abound with a foit of 
thorny trees which run to a prodigious height, and bear 
large bunches of yellow flowers that have an odorife- 
rous fcent. The barks of thefe trees are of different 
colours, fomc being black, others white, green, orud; 
and whatever colour the bark is of, the timber is of the 
fame, and from its fubftance appears to be a fpecies of 
the ebony. 

The principal kingdoms and places fituated on the 
banks of the Senegal are the following: Guber or 
Gubur, Zanfara, Cano, Cafena, Zegzeg, Guangara, 
Bito, Temia, Dauma, Gamo and Melli. 

Some of thefe places are fertile, and yield plenty of 
grain ; others are barren, and fome are mountainous. 
The villagers are chiefly (hepherds and hcrdfi..en: in 
the towns are a few artificers, and fome in the countiy 
places apply themfelves to agriculture. The com- 
plexion of the natives is jet black, and their difpofiri- 
ons are naturally favage, as are confequently their 
manners. There are, however, exceptions, as the 
inhabitants of fome places are reprefented as treating 
ftrangers with civility. It may be added, that though 
poverty is their general lot, valuable articles^ of com- 
merce arc 

dound to ^..w w. — ( 

have their petty kings, who aflume all the parade ot 

mock-royalty- . 

At Kachao is a Portugucfe colony of confidcraDle 
extent and traffic. To defend the town from the at- 
tacks of the Papells, an idolatrous and barbarous 
people, the Portuguefe have ercded a fort, on whj< n 
they keep a conftant watch through fear of a Indian 
alarm. The inhabitants arc in general mulattoes. iw- 
Portugucfe are jealous to an exceffive degree, in ) 
have a church and convent, a government civil am 



found in fome parts which neceflarily re- 
the emolument of the inhabitants. They 



military, and a garrifon compofed of transports. 

The natives of Kachao employ the principal par r 01 
their time in the cultivation of a plant called manioc, 
which is ufed inftcad of bread not only here but w ie- 
veral other parts of Africa. 

after it has undergone a tedious preparation. i» 
flcin muft be lcraped : it nuift be then waflicd, ra pt 
and preflcd, to extract the aqueous parts that ariM^ 
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poifon, againft which there Is no remedy known. They 
then roaft it, as that caufes every noxious particle it 
might ft ill contain totally to evaporate. When there 
appears no more fleam it is taken .off the iron plate on 
which it was roafted, and differed to cool for it is no 
lefs dangerous to eat it hot than raw. 

The root of the manioc grated and reduced into 
little grains by roafting, is called flour of manioc. The 
pafte of manioc is called caflava, which is converted 
into a cake by roafting without moving it. It would 
be dangerous to eat as much caflava as flour of manioc, 
becaufe the former is lefs roafted. Both of them keep 
a longtime, and are very nourifhing, but a little diffi- 
cult of dig< ftion. Though this food feems at firft in- 
fipid, there aie many white people who prefer it to the 
bed wheat. 

The manioc plant is alfo cultivated and brought to 
no lefs perfection by the inhabitants of the ifland of 
Biflao. 

SECTION VI. 
SIERRA LEON A. 

Name. Soil. Climate. Productions in general. Perfons> 

Manners, and Cuftoms of the Natives. 

SIERRA Leona, according to fome, i.s fo called from 
the river of that name, which is fupppfed to have 
been derived from the noife of the fca againft its mores, 
refembling the roaring of lions. Others fay it was firft 
called fo by the Portuguefe, from the great number of 
lions that infeft the neighbouring mountains. It alfo 
goes by the names of Tagrin and Mitomba, the latter of 
which it preferves for about 80 miles above the mouth 
of the river. On the fouth fide of it is a town called 
Las Magoas, where none but the Portuguefe are per- 
mitted to refide for trade j and the natives come down 
the river to barter with the French and Englifh, when 
there are any of their fhips in the bay. 

Here are feveral fmall iflands, the principal of which 
are TarTo and Benfe. Taflb is a large flat ifland, near 
three leagues in circumference, where the company's 
flaveshave a good plantation. The chief part of the 
ifland is covered with wood, among which are fllk cot- 
ton trees of a prodigious flze; and fome parts of it 
produce good indigo. 

The climate of this country is in general ver V un- 
who efome, particularly in the motmtai nous [.arts, 

de s J f ° Ur V 0 thc y car ' ic rains > Sun- 

der s and s lo intolerably hot, that the people are 

rtS I in°f^K PCbrein h "»* »"d the air is co ! 
fo? SLrf? in fif ^ °P en u co r tr ^ howc ™> is not fo bad ; 
«hc foSh.^ft? lh,n8 brCCZCS t,m generally blow from 

of an ScSr °^ h ^«aaiy refemble thofe 

millet and ce £L T " h ° C TT^ abounds ln 
fi v«. It alfo nrS thc P'^^P* 1 food of the na- 

tneloi. yw'n^^F""' Pompions, water 

^ra\^ 9 ^S^ B pcars ' whitc P ,umbs ' and 

^itenM™^^ and , thc ^rton tree, 

Indeed? t l K*S r^ Hm and,aure 
forts fo dofc toSthr D V^" d8 w " h trccs ^ various 
Kinucd forefr. *"" cr ' cnat lt ma X be called one con- 

^"quantity 3 ? K ndJ - r " the I Euro P««» for a 
other, ' 01 ° ,a na>, a liquor they prefer to 
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alfo apes of feveral fovtSy and ferpents, the latter of 
which are fo large that, it is faid, they will fwallow a 
child whole. The apes, monkies, and baboons, arelb 
numerous, that they make great deftrucTion in the plan- 
tations. 

In the woods are great numbers of birds of different 
fizes and plumage, as pigeons, parrots, paroquets, and 
Guinea-hens, the latter of which are about the fize of a 
pheafant, and are very beautiful j but it is difficult to 
catch them on account of the thicknefs of the trees. 
They have alfo feveral other forts of fowl, among which 
are white pelicans as large as fwans, herns, curlews, 
boobies, and a bird called ox-eyes. 

The bay and entrance of the river abound with a 
great variety of fifli, as raies, thornbacks, and a h(h 
called the old- wife. There are alfo gar- Times, cavalloes, 
marks, fword-fifhes, dog-fifhes, and one called the 
flioe-makei , having on each fide the mouth pendants 
like barbel, and the noife they make is fomething like 
that of a hog's grunting. Among the fifh, however, 
caught here, the molt common are old wives, pilchards, 
the becune, the monk or angel-fifh, and the mullet. 

The fifh called the old-wife is flaaped much like a 
tench, is about nine inches in length, and has large 
fcales. It is mottled with red, yellowim and brown 
lines placed alternately, and running from the head to 
the tail, being five or fix in number. The fnout is ob- 
long, and turns upwards i and the lips are thick, flefhy, 
and project from the jaws, but the mouth is fmall. The 
teeth are ferated, but not very fharp ; and the fins are 
mottled with red, blue, and yellow. The tail, when 
expanded, is roundifh ; and the fifh taken altogether is 
exceeding beautiful. 

The pilchard is much like a herring, but not fo large, 
and the body is broader. It has not any teeth, either 
in the jaws, the tongue, or the palate. The flefh is 
firmer, and by fome preferred to that of a herring. They 
are fifh of paflage, and, like herring?, fwim in confide- 
rable fhoals. 

The becune greatly refembles a pike, but only larger, 
fome of them bein^ frequently caught upwards of eight 
feet in length. It is a greedy fifh, and dangerous to be 
met with m the water, becaufe it can bite much eafier 
than the fhark ; and fo fearlefs, that it will not be driven 
away by any noife that can be made. -The fiefh has 
the fame tafle as a frefli-water pike, but there is often 
great danger in eating i c ; for unlefs the teeth are white, 
and the liver fwecr, it is j oifonous. 

The monk, or angel -fifh, is between a fhark and a 
fkate, and grows to a large fize, often weighing up- 
wards of 160 pounds. The colour on the back and 
fides is of a dufky afh, and the belly is white. The 
mouth is broad, and placed at the end of the head, in 
which it differs from other flat griftly fifli. The head is 
roundifh at the extremity ; and there are three rows of 
teeth in each jaw, each row confining of 18, fo that 
there are 108 teeth in all. The tongue is broad, and 
fharp at the end j and the noft rils are wide, being placed 
on thc upper lip, and filled with a fort of fiime. The 
eyes aie of a middle fize, placed not far from the mouth 
and do not look directly up, but fide ways. Inftead of 
gills it has holes like the thornback. Near the head 
are two fins that look much like wings, for which rea 
fon it is called thc angel-fifh. On thc extremities of 
thefe fins, near the corners, there are fhort, fharp, and 
crooked prickles; as there are alfo on the lowermoft 
fins, which are placed near the vent. Below the vent 
are alfo two fins t and the tail is forked. The flefh is fo 
rank, and of fo difagreeable a tafte, that it is little ufed t 
and the chief value of the. fifh confifts in its (kin, which 
is tiled m making cafes for inftruments. 

The mullet greatly refembles a dace $ the head is al- 
moft fqitare, and flat at the top, the nofe fharp, and 
the hps thick. It has large fcales, notonJy on the bo- 
dy, but alio on the head, and -the covers of the rills 
he back is of a blucifh colour, and the belly white' 
I he lateral lines are variegated alternately with black 
and white. The eyes have no other fkin than their own 
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coats and the forward fin is radicated with five long 
Ses. 1 has not any teeth, but the tongue is roughilh, 
and there are two rough bones on each fide of the pa- 
kte It has alfo a bone befet with nncklei * e * d \ cor ; 
ner of the mouth, and, when at its full 
• , 8 inches long. Thefe fifh generally go m great IKoals 
and are fo fugacious, that when grounded with a net, 
3* whole moalwili frequently efcape 
it; for when one takes the lead, the reft will imme- 
diately follow. Oppian, in h» natural hiftory, takes 
notice of this circumftance, and his obforvations on it 
are thus tranllated : 

The mullet, when encircling feines enclofe, 
The fatal threads and treach'rous bofom knows. 
Inftant he rallies all his vigorous pov/Ys, 
And faithful aid of ev'ry nerve implores 5 
O'er battlements of cork updarting flies, 
And finds from air th' efcape that fea denies. 
But (hould the firft attempt his hopes deceive, 
And fatal fpace th* imprifon'd fall receive, 
Exhaufted ftrength no fecond leap fupphes ; 
Self-doom'd to death the proftrate vidlim lies 
Refign'd, with painful expectation waits, 
Till thinner elements complete his fates. 

The mullet was in great eftimation among the Ro- 
mans, and bore an exceeding high price. The money 
given for one in the days of Juvenar is a linking in- 
itance of the luxury and extravagance of that age. It is 
mentioned by that author in his 4th fatire, and is thus 
tranilated by Mr. Dryden : 

" The lavifli flave 
«« Six thoufand pieces for a mullet gave, 
" A fefterce for each pound." - 

And Pliny, who alfo lived in the days of Juvenal, 
mentions one Afinius Celer, a man of confular dignity, 
who was infinitely more lavifh than the epicure mention- 
ed by Juvenal ; for he gave 8000 mum mi, or 64I. us. 6d. 
for a fifti of fo imall a fize as a mullet. 

Such, indeed, was the luxury of the times, that there 
were (lew-pans in the eating-rooms, fo that the filh 
could at once be brought from under the table and 
placed upon it. They even put the mullets in tranfpa- 
rent vafes, that they might be entertained with the va- 
rious changes of its colour while it lay expiring. 

The great plenty of fifh found in the bav and river of 
Sierra Leona are of infinite fcrvice to the European 
V Tailors, not only for provifions, but alfo. for traffick; 
for the natives are fo indolent, that they will not be at 
the trouble to catch rhem, but content themfelves with 
fuch as are left by the ebb tides among the rocks. 

On the fides of the bay are great plenty of oyflers, 
fome of which are of fuch a fize, that one of them would 
i'crve a moderate man for a meal j but they are fo tough 
as to be fcarce eatable, unlefs firft boiled, and then fried 

in fmall pieces. 

The trees that grow on the fides of the bay make ex- 
cellent haunts for crocodiles ; as alfo for the manatea, 
or Tea-cow, which are here in great abundance. 

The manatea, or fea-cow, is fuppoled by fome to be 
an amphibious creature, but this opinion has been fuffi- 
ciently controverted j for it is always found in large 
rivers or bays, and feeds upon fca-weeds that grow near 
the more. The Ikin is thick, rough, bare, and fcarce- 
ly penetrable. The body is long, and the head very 
imall in proportion to it. Thefc animals have no teeth, 
but inltead thereof two llrong white ftoncs, that run the 
whole length of both jaws. The noftrils rcfemble thofc 
of an hoi ie. The eyes are fixed in the center of the head. 
The breads arc placed between the arms, one under 
each, aie of a convex form, and about a foot and a 
hall in diameter,. They are hard, rough, and wrinkled » 
and when they uive fuck, the teats are four inches long. 

Thcfe animals keep together in large companies, and 
are very careful of their young. They bring them forth 

in autumn* and have but one at a time. The manatea 



AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



and the only noife it makes is ^ 
The fat, which lies between the 
when expofed to the fun, has 



it has alfo this peculiar property 
fun will not fpoil it, or make it 



has no voice or cry, 
fetching its breath, 
cuticle and the (kin, 
fine fmell and tafte : 
that the heat of the 

become greafy. The tafte is like the oil of fweet al- 
monds, and the only effect it has on the body is that 
of keeping it open. The fibres and lean parts are likt 
beef, but more red and harlK, and may be kept a great 
while in the hotteft weather without tainting. The fat 
of the young ones is like pork, and the lean greatly 
refembles veal. In the head are four Hones of different 
fizes, which are fomewhat like bones, and are ufed in 
medicine. They are faid to be good againft agues, 
and to clean fe the kidnies of gravel. Hoffman affirms 
they are exceeding ufeful in cafes of epilepfy. 

"When the negroes catch thefe creatures they go in a 
canoe, and paddle towards it with as little noife as 
poflible, it being exceeding quick in hearing. As 
foon as they find themfelves near enough, the man who 
is placed ready - at the head of the canoe flukes a har- 
poon fixed at the end of a long pole into it, and then 
lets go. The beaft immediately makes towards the 
mangroves, and .the water being (hallow they follow it 
clofe, and repeat the ftrokes till they have wearied 
it out, when they drag it alhore, and compieat their 
conqueft. 

The inhabitants of Sierra Leona are not fo black as 
thofe of the neighbouring countries ; neither have they 
fuch flat nofes or thick lips. The men are in general 
tall and well made, of a chearful difpofition, and not 
given to quarrel: the women are {ho Ft and robuft, ow- 
ing to their being conftantly employed in labour - t for 
befides the bufinefs of houfewifery, they work hard in 
tillage, make palm oil, and fpin cotton. 

Their drefs refembles that of the country in general. 
They are naturally temperate and fober } and though 
they are exceeding fond of brandy and other fpirituom 
liquors, yet they never drink to excefs, confidering 
drunkennefs as one of the greateft crimes that can be 
committed. 

Their houfes or huts are low, and thatched with 
draw ; fome are round, fome fquare, and others are 
oblong j and mod of them are ornamented in the front 
with two wings of a fpiral form. They are kept very 
clean, being fwept at leaft once every day. 

Their furniture confifts of two or three earthen pots 
to boil their victuals in, a gourd or two to fetch palm 
wine, and half a gourd Tor a cup; a few earthen 
difhes, a baflcetor two for the wife to gather cockles 
in, and a knapfack for the hufband, made of the har e 
of trees, to carry his provifion when he goes abro-u . 
Their bedftead is made of billets of wood laid aaols 
each other, on which they lay a mat, and fleep without 

any covering. » 

Their weapons are fwords, daggers, darts, bows ana 
arrows. The points of their arrows are infecled wiift 
the juice of a poifonous fruit, which* is ■° i J n ^ 0,K T , V 
ably fubtle and quick, that wherever it ftnkes 11 
fure to prove fatal. Some of them have alio mm», 
which they are very fond of, and ufe with great utx- 

tC Their food confifts chiefly of roots, herbs, fruiti. 
cockles and oyflers $ and their common drink is wui . 
They plant about their houfes gourds, potatoes poi - 
pioas, and tobacco, the latter of winch they aic *eiy 

fond of, particularly in fmoaking. , f 1 

They ire very fond of dancing, and genei ally f gntt 
their evenings in that divcrfion. Their muflc con J J 
two or three drums made of a hollow piece of woo* 
and covered with the (kin of a kid. , 
Every town or village has one peculiar 1 0 uc, 
which the women fend their daughters at ace, tain »fa , 
who are there tauaht for a vcar to fing, dan"*, ^ 
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perform other excrcifes, by .... — . - . 

he vear is expired 



fuch performances as they have been taugnt ai 
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During this time, If any of the young men aredifpofccl 
ro marry they make choice of thofe they like beft, 
without regard either to birth or fortune. When the 
man has declared his intention, the parties are confi- 
dered as actually married, provided the bridegroom 
can make fome prefents to the bride's parents, and to 
the ol4 man who was her tutor. m 
When they bury their dead they put into their graves 
their bed goods, and erect a roof over it, which they 
cover with linen cloth. The corpfe is always attended 
to the grave by a number of people hired as mourners, 
who howl and cry in proportion as they are paid for 

their attendance. 

The Mundingo negroes, who are ftrict Mahometans, 
have frequently endeavoured to propagate their religion 
among thefe people j but they have ever rejected it, 
and ftill follow their own maxims. They believe in a 
future ftate, but they do not worfhip any living crea- 
ture whatever, nor even the fun or moon. They have 
many fuperfticious notions, and pay great refpect to 
their fetilhes, or charms, which they conftantly carry 
in a bag about their necks, and other parts of their 

bodies. 

The river of Sierra Leona feparates this country into 
two kingdoms, that of Bulon, or Bulm, to the north, 
and that of Burre to the fouth. The former of thefe 



kingdoms lies very low and flat, but the lbil is fertile, 
and produces great quantities, of rice, millet and maize* 
of which they make excellent bread. The natives are 
very fond of the Englilh and Portugueft, many of 
whom inhabit that part of the country, and they take 
great pains to affect their manners, and maxims. 

The kingdom of Burre is a much more open country 
than that ot Bulm, and near it is that long ridge of 
mountains called Sierra Leona, the admiration of alj 
ftrangers. There are fo many caves and dens abouj: 
thefe mountains, that when a fingle gun is fired fr.orn a 
fhip in the bay, the echo is fo often and diftinctly re- 
peated, and the clap fo loud and fharp, that they feern 
to be the report of feveral cannon. 

The refidencc of the king of Burre is about eight 

leagues from the mouth of the river. It is compofed 

of about three hundred houfes, which are round, and 

built all one way. The king's houfe, or rather his 

huts, are in the center of the village, and refemble, 

thofe of his fubje&s. Some of them are a little larger, 

which he keeps for the Europeans, or ftrangers that 
vifit him. 

The river of Sierra Leona has been long frequented 
by the Englilh and French, in order to carry on a 
commerce with the people who live on its boundaries. 
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BILEDULGERID, ZAARA, or the Desart, and TOMBUTQ 



THE region comprizing the places above-men- 
tioned is (ttuated to the northward of the river 
Senegal, and forms a vaft track covered with burning 
jands, exhibiting to the view a ftriking fcene of horror 
and defolation. To afford as diftinct an account of it 
as poflible, we lhall defcribe it according to the fore- 
going divifion, beginning with Biledulgerid. 

SECTION I. 
BILEDULGERID. 

Name. Extent. Situation. Climate. Perfons. Cuftoms, 

Manners, &rV. of the Inhabitants. 

THIS country, which was the antient Numidia, 
derived its modern name from the Arabic words 
Biled-el gerid, fignifying the Land of Dates, becaufe 
U abounds with that kind of fruit more than any other 
country in Africa, infomuch that it can fupply the ad- 
jacent parts with it, in exchange for wheat, which here 

« Jcarce. 

It is of an oblong form, extending from 24 to 
30 deg. north latitude. It is bounded by Morocco 
j>n the north, by Ncgroland on the fouth, by the in- 
ane] parts of Africa on the call, and by the Atlantic 
uceaii on the weft. It is computed at 2500 miles in 
""gth, and 350 in breadth. The climate is fultrv 
and iinwhoidome, and the people are lean and fwarthy 
with rifled features. Their eyes are inflamed by the 
rel et ion of the fun beams from the white hard foil 

tine U fl ™ cr * of duft and fami drivcn b y thc Mgh 

*« blow here, at certain fcafons, with fuch vio- 
let as lomctimes to bury men and cattle under heaps 

liv? ;lf) nhabitant ? arc co "H><>fcd chiefly of Arabs, who 

f Kcl .n f 11 ? ra " g,ng fr ° m P IaCC t0 P laCC > n S U 'ft Of 

the L? p1 ?^ Thcrc arc a <™8 them L of 
dcr ?' Afn ? a % who livc with fome degree of or- 

-s^ra and ar < ^pi^withmoa 

beiW n,H : a? l i ,ink lh I cm ^ lvc « ^e nobler race, and 
*»BI*rlcftly free and independent frequently enter 



for pay into the fervice of the neighbouring princes 
when they are at war. 

They are fond of hunting, and their principal object 
is the oft-rich, of which they make great advantage, 
for they eat the flefh, exchange their feathers for corn 
and other commodities, ufe the talons as pendants for- 
the ears, their fat as a medicine, and convert their 
lkins into pouches and knapfacks 5 fo that every part is 
employed in fome neceffary purpofe. 

The neck and head of this huge animal of the fea- 
thered kind are remarkable, being fhaped much like 
thofe of a camel. Its head rifes to the height of a 
man on horfeback, and often higher: its wings are 
very ftrong, but too fhort to raife it from the ground; 
however, aflifted by thefe they run a great pace. The 
legs and thighs of this bird are like thofe of a heron, 
allowance being made for the different proportion. Each 
foot has three claws armed -with horn to facilitate its 
march. The eggs are as large as the head qf a youn 
child, and which the female hides in the fands, an3 
leaves to be hatched by the heat of the fun. This 
difpofition, which fecms to manifeft fo much difregard 
to her young, is taken notice of in the Book of Job, 
and certainly argues great want of that precaution ob- 
fervable in other animals. The oftrich (hews uncom- 
mon ftupidity in running to hide the head, and in par- 
ticular the eyes, when purfucd, behind a tree, leaving 
the body cxpofed to the view of the hunters. The aU 
fertion of this animal eating and digefting iron has 
much the air of fable, for though they may fwallow 
fmall pieces of that metal as other birds do pebbles, it 
is not to derive any nourishment from them, but only to 
bruife and grind the food in their ftomachi, to mode- 
rate the operation of an execflive heat, or, by its 
weight, to open a paflfage into the inteftines. 

The Arabs likewife eat the flcfli of goats and ca- 
mels, and their drink is the liquor or broth in which 
the flelh is boiled. They chiefly ufe dates inftcad qf 
bread, but they have fome corn and pulfe, which they 
purchafe from the neighbouring countries. They have 
Imall horfca that are principally ufed in hunting, and 
are very fcrviccable in plundering expeditions 1 on 
both which occafions the better fort are act* a Jed by 

their 
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their naves, and the reft by their wives, who look after 
their horfes, and do other the moft menial fcrviccs. 

Tl ey call thcmfelves Mahometans, but feem to know 
little either of that or any other religion. 

Some of thefe Arabs wander from one end" of the 
country to the other with their cattle, owning no fupe- 
rior; 01 hers have their particular lords or governors; 
and a thiid foil are fubjedt pr tributary to the Turks, 
who hold fume paits of this territory, as thole towards 
the well are to Morocco and Fez. On the whole, how- 
ever, they are a wild and inhofpitable people. 

There are two cities within the limits of Biledulgerid, 
that were once famed for their buildings, fortifications, 
and the number of their inhabitants. Thefe are calied 
Toufera and Caplli. They are degenerated into mean, 
obfeure places, inhabited by fomc of the ancient Afri- 
cans, and occafidn ally by the wandering Arabs. 

SECTION IE 

ZAARA, ZAHARA, or the DESART. 

Name. Extent. Divijions. Soil. Climate. Productions. 
Inhabitants. Defcription of thejeveral Provinces. 

ZAARA, fo called fiom the Arabic word, which 
fignihes a Defart, is a vait and inhofpitable coun- 
tiy, extending from the Atlantic Ocean on the wed, to 
the kingdom and defart of Barca on the eaft:, that is, 
from the 8th degiee of well, to the 26th degree of eaft 
longitude; and from Biledulgerid on the north, to the 
river Niger, which feparates it from Negroland on the 
iin.rh. Ic is about 2400 miles in length, and 660 in 
breadth. The Aiabs divide it into thre e parts, by the 
names of Cahel, Zahara, and Afgar, that is, thefandy, 
the ftoney, and the marfhy. Modern geographers, 
however, have divided it intofeven provinces, namely, 
Zanhagn, Zuenziga, Targa, Lemj ta, Bcidona, Bor- 
hou, and Gagoa. 

The foil in general being very dry and fandy, and 
the climate exceeding hot, it cannot be very fertile; 

yet it is laid to be fo healthy, that the inhabitants live 
to a great age ; and that the people of other countries, 
when afflicted with illnels, retire to this for the benefit of 
their healths, which is generally attended with the 
wiflied-for fuccefs. 

Thofe parts of it that lie on the banfts of the river 
Senegal, being better watered and inhabited, on ac- 
count of the great commerce arifing from that river, 
produce feveral kinds of grain, as wheat, barley, and 
millet. They have alio lome vegetables, and a great 
variety of delicious fruits. 

Befides camels and hoi fes", there is great plenty- of 
a domeflic animal called Adim naim, which are about 
the fize of an afs, and greatly refcmble that animal 
about the ears ; but in other refpects they are like our 
Iheep. The males are only diftinguifhcd from the fe- 
males by having horns ; but they arc both of a fi/.e, and 
their wool equally good. They aie not only exceeding 
tame, but alio very llrong, and will carry a man on 
their backs for feveral miles ; befides which, their flcfli 
is very excellent food. 

This country is greatly infefted with wild beads, as 
lions and tigers ; alio with great numbei s of fcorpions, 
vipers, and other venomous creatures ; and, at parti- 
cular leafons, lofufts are f » numerous as to dcltroy the 
principal pait of their corn and other grain. 

It is occupied chiefly by Arabs, who are very illite- 
rate ami lavage. They lead a wretched defolate life, 
wandering about the country, and feeding on the milk 1 
of their flocks, with a little barley meal and fomc daw*. I 
The men goalmolt naked, having only a piece of linen 
fattened round the waitt, and a kind of bonnet on their 
heads made of black woollen cloth : but the worn n 
have a loole garment that reaches from the wailt to the 
knees. The better fort have a kind of gown made of 
blue ealtico, with large lleeves, which are brought to 
them from Negroland. 'I he men arc ull and'ihin, 



« t 



but the women arc in general robuft , and both fc- 
are of a lwarthy complexion. lcxc * 



of; 

c 
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Their tents or huts arc low and mean, confift* o 
f a few flicks covered with fome coarfe cloth m^ 0 ^ r 
amel's hair, and a rough kind of wool, or mofs tk 
grows on the palm trees. They lie cm mats made *r 
nWhes, but have not any covering. They have neirh 
laws or government, being only fubjea to the wil r 
their chicks, who are appointed as ■ fuperintend an* 
but pay as little attention to any kind of decorum as th 
people they are fuppofed to diredh 

They live chiefly by thieving, and plundering f uc h 
pafTcngers as. they happen to meet with in their excur 
Hons. When they travel for thefe purpofes, or in pur" 
fuit of pafture or water, they tide on camels, which a^c 
not only ufeful on account of their milk, and the mm 
burthens they carry, but alfo for the immediate relief 
they yield in cafe of exceffive drought ; forfuch are the 
ama/.ing defarts of this country, that they frequently 
travel a fortnight together without meeting with ml 



water; 1"> that when that is exhaulted which they take 
with them on the ba.ks of the camels, they havens 
courfe to the beaft itfclf, whom they kill, and drink 
the water they find in its ftomach ; it being the nature of 
that animal to fwallow fuch a quantity at one time as 
will fcrve him for many days. In fome places, indeed 
there are wells of brackifh v/ater, which are lined with 
camels bom s, and covered with thrir [kins to keep out 
the fand ; but theie is great danger in goirwtot! 



ieni 



for, by the violence of the wind, the mountains of fand 
are fomtfimes failed to fuch an height, that whole cara- 
vans have been buried beneath them. 

In one part of tlv-fe defarts th<re is a lore of people 
who are entirely different from the rcir, a^ they are moie 
fociable, and live in fettled habitations. Thefe carry 
on a kind of commerce with Ilrangeis, to whom they 
are vf iy c'v;l, and are, in general, tolerably honed in 
their dealings. Their religion, as well a-> that of the 
wild Arab :, is chiefly Mahometanifm. 

The refpeclivc provinces into which ihis country is 
divided are the following. 

Zanhaga, extending itfclf from the river Sue, which 
parts it from Morocco on the north, to that of Senegal 
on the fouth. Ic is bounded on the eaft by die territo- 
ries of Sere m, Suncla, and Zuenziga, anil on the wed 
by the Atlantic Ocean-. The inhabitants of this pro- 
vince are of various nations, and among them are fome 

tribes of Arabs, who chiefly live by plunder, and carry 
off great qimr.tities of their ncighboui s caulr, which 
they exchange in diffeient parrs of the country f< r dan s. 
There is one elillrict here, called Tngu/za, r maikahle 
for pioducing vail quantities of rock fair, which the in- 
habitants carry not only to all parts of this defart, bur 
alfo to Negroland, as it is found to be of infinite n!e ji 
fcorbutic diforders, to which the people arc fu.>jvct 
from the natural heat and elrynefs of the climate. 

Travelling here is very fatiguing and el.uij'eroii', rf- 
pecially in fummer, there not being any vacer to be 
feen for 100 miles tog.i her \ fo that if a proper provi- 
fion is not made, they are fubjccT to peri I) 1 with tliiilb 
In one part of this province are two tombs, on each <> 
which is an inferiptien, intimating tint the tiirhappv 
peribns there interred were, the one a wealthy nuiJunt, 
and the other a poor carrier, who had both died then: 
with exceflive thirll : that the former had given the cat - 
rier 10,000 ducats for a cruife of water, anil ehed lu<v» 
after drinking ir, while the latte r prrillwel for want nil* 

The inhabitants of this province live chiefly on da r «?<* 
and the milk of their cattle. Sometimes, indeed, tiny 
kill wild goats and other game, but thefe air lb fcan- 
as feldom to be met with, and for that realbn w eon- 
fide red as a great rarity. 

Th- whole Country is fo flat and barren, th.tr, in long 
journies, travellers have the greatelt difficulty in finding 



their way, theie not being a building, tree, or any 
other mark to direft their rouife. Tin y ?: m rally 
travel in the night, owing to the violent heat of the inn 

in the day, and a c chiefly guided by the Oars. 
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times indeed, they are dirc&ed by the flight of certain 
hirds that go backwards and forwards at particular pe- 
riods but the former is what they principally depend 
for oy juftly obferving the regular motions of the 
ftars they will as readily purfue the right track, as a 
mariner will by the affiftance of the compafs. 

As when the ftars, in their aethereal race, 1 
At length have roll'd around the liquid fpace, > 
At certain periods they refume their place ; J 
From the fame point of heav'n their courfe advance, 
And move in meafures of their former dance. 

Tlio 'gh their fyftem of aftronomy is replete with ab- 
surdity, in their own way they will defcribe the number, 
Situation, and divifion of the ftars, with amazing exact- 
mfs, as is fully evinced by the benefits they receive 
from them in travelling through thefe defarts. 

In thefe expeditions they generally go with large ca- 
ravans. Their goods and neceffaries are carried on 
camels, and they are otherwife fo well provided, that 
they feldom meet with any accident on the road. 

The province of Zuenziga is rather more barren than 
the former, and both men and beafts frequently perifh 
on their journies for want of water. 

1 he Arabs of this province are juftly hated by the 
Negroes, whom, when opportunity offers, they will 
make prifoners, and lend to Fez as flaves \ in return 
for which, when they get any of the Arabs into their 
ham's, they murdrr them with the greateft cruelty. 

1 he province of Targa is not fo dry or barren as ei- 
ther of the former, nor is it either fo fultry or unwhole- 
ibme. It has many good fprings of water, and the 
land produces feveral forts of herbs, and many ufeful 
vegetables. In fome parts are found great quantities 
of manna, which the inhabitants gather in calabafhes, 
and export it for fale. The Negroes diflblve it in the 
water in which they boil their meat, which they drink, 
and attribute to this the health they enjoy. The Arabs 
and Moors, who are very numerous in this province, 
carry on a great trade by catching of Negroes, and fend- 
ing them as flaves to Morocco. 

Adjoining to this province, on the fouth, is the defart 
called Zanfara, which is tolerable fertile, producing 
corn, rice, Turkey wheat, and fome cotton. The in- 
habitants are tall and well fhaped ; but they are quite 
black, and their faces large, fiat, and very difagreeable. 
This defart was fubdued by one of the kings of Tom- 
buto, who caufed the prince of it to be poifoned, and 
put to death a great number of his fubjects. 

Lempta is more barren than any other part through 
the whole defart of Zahara. It is exceeding dangerous 
for travellers, not only on account of the excefllve heat, 
and fcarcity of water, but alfo from the natural fero- 
city of the inhabitants. 

Agades produces tolerable grafs, and in fome parts 
of it are found great quantities of . manna. The inha- 
bitants feed large herds of cattle, and live chiefly in 
the open country, in poor wretched huts, made of reeds, 
and covered with mats. 

The country of Bcrdoa in general is very dry and bar- 
ren, not producing any commodity that merits the leaft 
notice. The inhabitants are very illiterate and favage, 
and live chiefly by plundering merchants and travellers. 

The province of Bornou is more fertile than all the 
mher parts of this extenfive defart, and the inhabitants 
of it are much more fociable. We (hall, therefore, be 
a iittlc particular in noticing their methods of living, 
manners, cuftoms, ceremonies. &c. 

I hefe people live in tents or cabins, which arc placed 
together in the form of a circle, and in the center is an 
aiea, ,„ wiuch they keep their cattle. As they frequent- 
ly remove from one place to another, they are confe- 
quently under difagreeable apprehenfions from robbers 
ami wild beafts t and in order to guard againft any fur- 
pme from either, they always keep ccntincls without 

il n^T 8 ' • . ny clan 8 cr appears, give an immc- 
d ate alarm, which is circulated throughout the en- 

•wnpmcnt, and every per ion able to bear aims defends 

No. 34. 



his own premifes. They have but little difficulty in 
removing from one place to another, for each tent is 
fo lightly conftrufted, and their furniture fo fmall, that 
the whole is conveyed to a confiderable diftance on the 

back of a camel. 

They fit crofs-legged at their meals, on a mat made 
of Morocco leather or palm leaves, and the dimes that 
contain their food are made of copper or ivory. They 
eat but two meals a day, one a little after fun rife, and 
the other a little before fun-fetj and the women are not 
permitted to eat with them. They, warn after their 
meals, and then regale themfelves by drinking coffee, 
and fmoaking tobacco. 

To their temperate method of living may be afcribed 
the natural ftrength of their conftitution ; for they are 
feldom ill, and generally live to a very advanced age. 
The only difeafes they are Subject to are the dyfentery 
and pleurify ; but thefe are eafily cured by fimplcs, 
which they adminifter both internally and externally. 

They circumcife their male children at the age of 14, 
after which they may marry as foon as they can purchafe 
a wife. Thofe who have many daughters confider them 
as being a capital eft ate ; for when any fuitor offers him- 
felf, hemuft make confiderable prefents to r. he parents, 
as on that only depends his fuccefs. They form a judge- 
ment of the Suitor's affections by his liberality j and 
however well the parties may like each other, the pa- 
rents will not deliver up the girl till they are Satisfied 
with the prefents made by the intended hufband. If he 
does not approve of his wife after fhe is delivered to 
him by her parents, he may return her back } but in 
that cafe he is obliged to forfeit the prefents made pre- 
vious to their coming together. 

The province of Gaoga, the laft we have to mention 
in the defart of Zahara, is- reckoned to be upwards of 
500 miles in length from north to fouth, and 300 in 
breadth from eaft to weft, extending itfelf from the 19U1 
to the a8th degree of eaft longitude, and from the 12th 
to the nd degree of north* latitude. It is bounded on 
the eaft by Nubia, on the weft by Bornou, on the north 
by part of the fame province, and on the fouth by the 
kingdom of Gprham, from which it is feparated by the 

river Senegal. 

The country is in general exceeding mountainous, 
and the inhabitants little better than mere favages. 
They go almoft naked. Their chief fubfiftence arifes 
from their cattle, but they fome times get confiderable 
pofteflions by the plundering of travellers. They live 
in fmall wretched hus, made on fo light a conftruction, 
that they frequently take fire, and the whole village be- 
ing formed of them is totally conSumed. They have 
no fenfe of religion, nor indeed of any thing elfe that 
belongs to rational beings. 

The chief and only city in this province is Gaoga, 
fituated on the north fide of the lake of the fame name ; 
but it is fo wretched a place, and the inhabitants fo> 
rude and illiterate, that it does not merit the leaft at- 
tention. 

« 

SECTION III. 
TOMBUTO. 

THIS country, fo called from Tombuto the capital, 
is fituated in 2 deg. 25 min. eaft long, and 14 
deg. 32 min. north lat. It is very fertile, being well 
watered by the river Senegal, which runs through it; 
and when that river overflows, the water is conveyed 
by fluices to Tombuto. Befides this, there are many 
fprings, the waters of which are exceeding good. The 
chief produce is corn and cattle, great quantities of 
which they export to the neighbouring kingdoms, par- 
ticularly to Fez and Morocco. 

The inhabitants in general are of a mild and cheaiful 
difoofition, and fpend great part of their time in finging 
and dancing. Among them are many artificers and 
manufacturers, patticularly weavers of cotton cloth j 
and fome of them are laid to be exceeding wealthy. 

5 B The 
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The houfes of the poorer fort are made of ftakes and 
hurdles pla Semi over with clay, and in their flupe re- 
fembk K of a bell , but thofe of the better fort are 
built with Rone, and are handiome and lofty. I here 
Sib tera" elegant azures, Pearly a ftately 
mofque, furrounded with a done wal . 1 he king s 
ffi alfo a fpacious building, and the architecture 
Se^^s EautiKl. It is furnifhed in the mo ft elegant 
banner, °rhe principal articles n it being oflolid gold 5 
and the king keeps ^is court with the greated fplendor. 
He has a numerous retinue, and is (hewn every token 
of homage. In war he rides on a camel, but all his 
foldiers ride- on horfes. His attendants confift of jooo 
horfemen, and a prodigious number of foot who be - 
fides other arms, have poifoned arrows. 1 hey have 
frequent fkirmilhes with thofe who rcfufe to pay tribute. 
When a conqued is obtained, the captives are fold to the 
merchants of Tombuto. Their horfes are chiefly 
brought from Barbary ; for thofe bred in the country 
are fo few, and at the lame time fo fmall, that they are 
only tiled on very trifling occafions. With thefe beads, 
however, the king is always well provided } for when a 
merchant comes there with horfes, he orders the bed of 
them to be picked out, and dots not hefitate to pay 
whatever pi ice the merchants demand. 



IS/ 



No Jews are admitted into the city ; ancfif a mercer* 
known to traffic with them, the king immediately *" 



ders the goods to be confifcatcd. ** w *"*«;iyoN 
Inftead of coin they ufe bars of gold, fix of wh* ! 
weigh an ounce. They have alfo fhells brought fro 
Perfia, 400 of which are eftimated at the value of a du ^ 
The Barbary mei chants bring here great quantities^ 
European cloth, as do alfo the merchants of Tripoli' 
befides which, the latter alfo bring glafs beads, coral 

Thearti- 
ftnna, oftrich fa- 



paper, copper bafons, and other like wares, 
cles exported from hence are dat 
thers, (laves, and gold. 

To the fouth of Tombuto is a large town called Cobra 
pleafantly fituated on the banks of the river SencW 
The buildings are much the fame as thofe at the capital' 
and the inhabitants are no lefs mild and fociable, tho' 
not quite fo temperate in their living. They are fubjeft 
to many difeafes that carry off great numbers, which 
are fuppofed to originate from their food, that is com- 
pofed of flelh, fifh, milk, butter, oil, and wine ; be- 
fides which they addict themfelves to fpirituous liquors, 
and fometimes drink them to great excefs. In this town 
is a judge, appointed by the king of Tombuto, to decide 
|| all controverfies ; but the people have the liberty of ap- 
|| pealing from his decifion to the fovereign. 
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SECTION I. 

Name. Extent. Boundaiies. Climate. Mountains. Rivers. 
Lakes. Soil. Productions, Vegetable and Animal. 

ABYSSINIA has been called by different names, 
and particularly by that of Habeflinia, from the 
Arabic word Habafh, which fignifies a mixture, the 
country being peopled by various nations j but the inha- 
bitants call it ltjopia, or Ethiopia. The latter, how- 
ever, is rather an epithet than a proper name, and was 
given by the Greeks to all countries inhabited by blacks. 
The diverfity of names hath heretofore made great con- 
fafion, till at length that of Abyflinia prevailed, and 
by which it has been univerfally known for ages part. 

This country in extent is 900 miles in length, and 
800 in breadth. Jt is bounded on the north by the 
kingdom of Nubia, on the fouth by Alaba, on the ead 
by the coaft of Abex on the Red Sea, and on the welt 
by the river Maley. 

It may reafonably be fuppofed, from the fituation of 
this country, that the climate in general is exceeding 
fultry; but the extreme heat is only felt in the vallies 
or low lands \ for the hills, or ridges of mountains, 
mod of which are of a prodigioui height, enjoy an 
agreeable coolnefs ; infomuch that there are fome parts 
wncrc the fummers are lefs fultry than in Portugal, and 
others where the inhabitants are more afraid of cold 
than hrat. This difference of climate is, however, 
frequently productive of violent dorms of thunder and 
lightning, which are Ibmetimes lb terrible as to be very 
definitive both to man and bead. Thefe florins are 
alio generally attended with excefiive rains, which are 
firmjcnily fo violent that their dreams carry away with 
themuees, houfes, and even hills, whilir. all the rivers 
overflow, anil lay the country under water; and after 
the water retires, the lanes and roads are lb covered with 
a thick fliiny mud, that they become for fome time en- 
tirely imnailkble. But die greated inconvenience that 
attends thefe rains is, that they infect the air with a dan- 
gerous malignancy * for falling mi a ground that hath 
am dry anil a] molt parched up for a confiderable time, 
they naturally raife Inch vail quantities of un whole fome 
vapours, ab iUdom fail producing fome violent diilcm- 
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pers, from which even thofe who keep themfelves ako- 
gether at home are feldom exempted. 

The feafons here are, properly fpeaking, three, viz. 
the fpring, which begins at the latter end of September: 
the fummer, which commences on the 25th or Decem- 
ber i and the winter, which begins on the 25th of June. 
The fummer they divide into two parts, of three months 
each ; the firft of which they call Tzadai, and is the 
mod fultry and difagreeable ; and the other they call 
Hagai, which is much more moderate and pleafant. 

'1 he winds here differ as much as the climate : fome, 
efpecially on the high lands and lofty mountains, arc 
very rcfrefhing and pleafant ; whild others on the low 
lands, where the air is lefs agitated, are hot, and very 
unhealthy. They are fubje£t to one in particular which 
is rather a hurricane, and is called in their language 
Sengo, or Serpent. This is fometimes fo violent that 
it overturns houfes, tears up trees by the roots, and is 
frequently very prejudicial to the fhipping. Notwith- 
danding thefe inconveniences this wind has fome good 
tendency, as it clears the air of the lower grounds, which 
would otherwife dagnate, and prove infectious both u> 

man and bead. . , 

The whole country is inter fected with prodigious 
high mountains, between which are fuch dreadful pre- 

cioices as mud naturallv drike terror in the beholder. 

covered 

f ex- 



cipices as mud naturally drike 
Some of them have very large plains on the top, co 
with trees and other verdure, and aftbid fprings 0 
cellent water j and fome of them are fo well culuv|tai 
as to produce mod of the principal neceiTai ics j of Wi. 
Thefe mountains are excecdinc: numerous, and, in ge- 



neral, fo very lofty, that we mayjullly fay with the poet, 

Behold the mountains, lefs'ning as they rile, 
Lofethelow vale, and ileal into the Ikies. 

thefe flupcnJoiis hills, 
which the natives call Dambas, appear at fome ihlUncc 
in a delightful variety of lhapes. Some of them mu» 



What is very rcmaikable, 



ghi 

ble pyrami 
are of an exa 



tful variety ot lhapes. oumc ui mm... 
ds, and others towers of various fhapes. Some 
xaft fquare; others as pcrfecl Iv r«ndu 
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That the reader may form a proper idea of one of 
Apfeftrancc natural productions, and the great danger 
H Hifficultv there is in afcendingthem, we (hall pre- 
fac an account of that called Guza, fituated in the king- 
!fnm of Ti^ra, which travellers, who come from the 
Red Sea, a?c obliged to crofs in going to Dambea. 
This remarkable mountain is thus defenbed by two 
late very ingenious travellers. " When you have 
caincd rhe top (fay they) it prefers you a handfome, 
foacious plain, in the midft of which ftands another 
niountain of equal height, which you muft alfo go over, 
after you have fufficiently refreshed yourfelf on the fer- 
tile and delightful top of the Guza. The afcent takes 
up about half a day's journey, and goes winding all the 

way up. Tnc P aths are ver y narrow > anc * cut into tnc 
fide of the folid rock i and ail the way you go prefents 

V ou with a mod deep and dreadful precipice, the bot- 
tom of which cannot be reached by the naked eye, but 
only offers a gulph, which at once makes the head 
quite giddy, and fills the heart with a continual dread. 
Should any of the caravans that keep going up and down 
thefe fteep and narrow roads chance to meet another in 
its way, both men and beads are in the greateft danger 
of bein°- thrown down the precipice, and broken into a 
thoufand pieces before they reach the hot torn, unlefs 
they take the utmoft care in pafling by one another. 
The mules are by far the beft for thofe that ride, becaufe 
they are the fur eft footed : but they have an ill faculty 
with them, that they will always go clofe to the edge of 
the precipice, and cannot, without great rifk, be turned 
to the other fide of the road, or be kept to it when they 
are there. What adds dill more to the horror of the 
journey, whether it be up or down the deep declivity, 
is, that at the bottom of the valley below, there com- 
monly run? a fwift torrent of water, with a mod hideous 
roar, which being echoed by the adjacent rocks, and 
often heightened by loud winds, as well as by the con- 
tinual trampling of the men and beads upon the rock, 
incrcafes the horrid din to fuch a degree, that one can- 
not poflibly hear one's felf, much lefs one another, 
fpeak, though ever fo loud, or ever fo near. But the 
wifhed-for fummit once attained (which is reckoned 
above 300 fathoms perpendicular above the plain top 
of Guza, and the mod difficult part of all the way, being 
only provided by nature with a fort of deps like winding 
dairs, two or three cubits high, and uncouth, on both 
fides of the rock) one is made ample amends by the 
beautiful profpect it at once prefents to the view, which 
is not that of rugged and interfered peaks above, and 
deep gaping vallies beneath, as might be expected, 
but of a fmall delightful plain, about two miles in com- 
pafs, and a mufket-fhot in breadth, and terminated at 
one end by a new, flat, and upright rock, like the back 
of a chair, of which this little plain is the feat : fo that 
take the whole mountain together, that of Guza feems 
to be a kind of pedeftal to this ; and the latter, which 
the natives call Lamalmon, reprcfents, in fome mea- 
iiire, a chair without arms, the back of which is the up- 
right rock at the end of the plain, which is as perpendi- 
cular as if it had been hewn out with a chiflel. Along 
what we may call the feat of this wonderful and fuper- 
eminent chair, is pleafantly fituated a town of the fame 
name, whofe inhabitants make a decent livelihood by 
helping the caravans to load and unload the beads of 
burthen, during a good part of the way of the craggy 
alcent before-mentioned, in order to help them to leap 
from one dep to another j fo that one would be fur- 
priletl to fee with what facility they make the beads 
ciimb and keep their feet, while they themfclvcs con- 
vey their burthens from one (lair to another through 
everv difficult part of this extend ve afcent. 
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frmM T l an i cr mountain » in this country that re- 
itrnwe the above, particularly one fituated between the 
k ogdmns of Amhara and Oleca. But the mod confi- 
tEi iT°P8 rt thcm «U >s that called by the natives 
Jhofrr Mdr ! am » ^ more properly Tndbaba Mar-jam, 

>• mi time very fpacious. This remarkable mountain, 



whole bottom is watered by two large rivers defcending 
from it, has feven handfome churches on its fummit, 
one of which, dedicated to St. John, is very beautiful, 
having been formerly the burial place of the Abyflinian 
emperors. Withinfide are at this time five monuments 
erected td the memory of thefe monarchs : they are 
covered with tapedry, on which are reprefented the 
arms of Portugal; 

There is a remarkable hollow and high rock fituated 
in the kingdom of Gojam, directly oppofite to which, at 
a fmall didance, is another much of the fame height 
and bulk, fo exactly placed by nature, that- it echoes 
back a word barely whifpered in the former with amaz- 
ing force j and the joint voices of three or four perfons 
fpeaking together, produce a found not inferior to that 
aridng from the ftiouts of a numerous army. 

Echo in other words her filence breaks, 
Speechlefs herfelf, but when another fpeaks. 
She can't begin, but waits for the rebound, 
To catch his voice, and to return the found. 
Hence 'tis fhe prattles in a fainter tone, 
With mimic founds, and fpeeches not her own. 

This country is well watered, having a great number 
of excellent rivers. The mod confidcrable of thefe, 
exclufive of the Nile, which takes its rife here, are the 
Tacazee, the Marlb or Moraba, the Maley, the 
Howafli, theZebee, and the Bahr-el-Abiad, or White 
River. 

There are alfo great numbers of fmaller rivers, the 
chief of which fall at length into the Nile, and the red 
into the Indian Sea. From thefe rivers the people cut 
canals to water their lands, which in fome parts are made 
fo rich and fertile, that they yield two or three crops in 
one year. 

Here are alfo feveral large lakes, the mod confidera- 
ble of which is that called by the Europeans Dambea, 
and by the natives Bahr Tzana, or Sea of Tzana, from 
the chief ifland in it of that name. 

The natives fail on this lake in flat-bottomed boats> 
which they call tancoas. They are not made of wood, 
but of a kind of ruflies that grow on its banks, each of 
which is about the thicknefs of a man's arm, and about 
two yards in length. Thefe rufhes^they call Tambua, 
the like of which grow alio on the banks of the Nile, 
and areufed for the fame purpofes. Thefe lad are thofe 
which the ancients called Papyrus, and were ferviceable 
to them not only in making their paper, but alfo in 
their boats, fails, and other tackle. 

The only inconvenience belonging to this lake is, that 
it breeds great numbers of fea-horfes, which not only 
endanger the navigation, but dedroy the fifh, and fome- 
times make confiderable ravages on the land. How- 
ever, the people that live on its banks make it their 
bufinefs to dedroy thefe animals, not only to fecurc 
their corn and other grain from being dedroyed by them, 
but alfo for the fake of their flefli, of which thev arc 
very fond. They alfo cut their (kins into long (traps, 
called allengas, which they uie inftcad of whips to 
fcourge their horfes. 

The foil of this country is various, according as tha 
ground is higher or lower, doney, fandy, or flat. In 
general, however, it is tolerably good, and thofe parts 
in particular that are well watered produce large crops 
of wheat, barley, millet, and other grain. But the 
mod remarkable grain here, and what is in fome mea- 
fure natural to the country, is a fmall one called teff, 
which in tade and flour greatly refembles rye. It is very 
thin and (lender, and the grain much fmaller than thole 
of the muflard. The natives make it into bread, and 
prefer it to that made with any'other grain, for which 
reafonthey are more careful in the cultivation of it. 

In this country, is great variety of fruits, but thofe 
mod cultivated arc the black grape, peaches, pome- 
granates, almonds, citrons, and oranges. They have 
alfo great plenty of roots and herbs, which, notwith- 
dandmg the heat of the country, grow naturally. Sugar- 
canes arc likewife very plentiful, and they have prodU 
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gious quantities of honey, which is here very excellent, 
and of many different forts. 

Not only many of the medicinal plants of Europe 
r row naturally here, but there are tome peculiar to the 
country. Of the ir.oft valuable are the amadmagda 
and the aflafr. The former of thefe hath the fpccific 
virtue of healing diflocatcd or broken limbs, and of 
drawing out fplinters of broken bones left in the flefli. 
The latter is a mod Angular antidote not only againft 
all poifons, but likewife all venomous creatures, info- 
much that the very touching them with it ftupifies and 
deprives them of all their powers; and what is ftill 
more furprifing, it is faid the very fhadow or fcent of 
it fo affects the mod poifouous ferpents, that their 
limbs are immediately benumbed, their venom is no 
longer poifonous, and they may be handled without 
the leaft danger." This extraordinary plant is of infi- 
nite fervice in thefc parts, as there are prodigious 
numbers of ferpents, one fort of which is fo Angularly 
prejudicial, that even its breath only, at feveral yards 
diftance, generally proves deftrucYive ; they are fhort, 
but remarkably thick, efpecially about the middle; 
their mouths are very wide, at which they fuck in a 
great quantity of air at once, and then breathe it out 
with fuch prodigious force againft man or bead who fall 
in their way, that it generally proves fatal. 

The animals of this country are both various and nu- 
merous. Thofe of the tame kind are horfes, mules, 
camels, dromedaries, oxen, cows, fheep and goats. 
The oxen in particular are of fo prodigious a fize, that 
at a diftance they have been taken for elephants: and 
their horns are fo large, that the inhabitants make them 
into pitchers, and other neceflary utenfils. 

The horfes here are of various colours, but the black 
are moft eftermcd: they are in general fleet and do- 
cile, but fcldom ufed except in times of war. The 
bcafts of carriage are mules, camels, and dromedaries, 
all which they train up to an eafy yet quick pace. 
They ufe the mules when they travel over the craggy 
mountains, thofe b calls being not only very gentle, 
but alio lure footed : and the camels and dromedaries 
when they travel through hot and fandy deferts. 

The natives prefer riding on mules to horfes, not 
only on account of that beaft being more gentle and 
fti re -footed, but alfo out of refpect to their own pe- 
digree ; for as they boaft themfelves to be defcended 
from the Jews, whofe princes and great ones are re- 
corded to have chiefly ridden upon mules, they efteem 
it an honour to do the fame here, and to have their 
horfes led by the bridle, till fome martial engagement 
obliges them to mount. 

The wild animals of this country are lions, tygers, 
leopards, wolves, fo/es, various kinds of apes, and 
other beafts of prey ; all which are very numerous, 
fierce, and mifchievous, but they have not any thing 
particular in them from thofe of other hot countries. 

IJons here are numerous, and of feveral forts and 
fizes, but the moft remarkable arc thofe ft i led of the 
kingly or royal breed. As thefc do confulcrablc mil- 
chief among the larger cattle, the inhabitants are very 
afluluous in endeavouring to deflroy them, and will 
even encounter them with no other weapons than their 
lances and daggers. They are in general fo large, that 
fome of them killed have mcafurrd 14 feet in length 
from the neck to the tail. One of this prodigious fize 
was fome year* ago deflroyed by a fhepherd in the open 
field with a dart, the circumftanccs attending which 
are thus related. This fierce creature was coming 
down from the mountains all covered with the blood 
of animals it had torn in pieces, when the flicpherd 
feeing him at a great diftance making towards him, re- 
treated to a large hole that had been made in the 
ground, and upon his approaching within reach of his 
weapon, he threw it at him with Inch force, that it 
pierced him through the fhoulder: the monfter, after 
many dreadful roars and leaps, fell luckily into the pit, 
where he was difpatched by the victorious countryman, 
though not without receiving many wounds, as well as 

being in the molt imminent danger of his Ufe. 



Among the wild animals here may be remati^ \ 1 
elephants, as none of them were ever know 
brought to that docility common to thofe in oth* t0 ^ 
tries. They generally go in large droves, a^Tr"" 
quently make havock among the corn and other a • 
They alfo make great deftruaion amon» the forft"' 
by rooting up large trees, and breaking down S 



ones to feed on their leave?. 

Here are numbers of rhinocerofTes, which arc r 
enemies to the elephants: the zebra, or wild aP^ 
likewife a native of this empire. It is faid that * " 
fequins was given for one of thefe animals iVan 20 * 00 
dian Moor, in order to make a prefent to the C " 
Mo mil. ,reac 

Poultry abound here, particularly geefe, t j uc i, 
turkies and hens : they have alfo abundance of wild 
fowl and game, with a variety of uncommon birds re 
culiar to this country. Among thefe we (hall fekdt the 
following. 

The Pipi, fo called from the found of its voice re 
fembling thofe two fyllables. This bird hath a remark- 
able inftincl in directing huntfmen to their gaine and 
will not leave them till they have arrived at the fpot 
where it lies. It is sl fmallbird, but very beautiful, irs 
feathers being variegated with various colours. ' 

The Abagun, or Stately Abbot, is remarkable for 
its beauty, as alfo for a kind of horn that grows on its 
head inftead of a creft : this horn is fhort and round 
and is divided at the tipper end in the fhape of a mitre. ' 

The Seitan, Favez, or Devil's Horfe, rcfembks a 
man armed with feathers, and commonly walks with a 
majeftic gravity, or runs with furprifing fwiftnefs; but 
when too clofely purfued 'it expands its wings and flics 
away. It is about as high as a ftork, but its fhape is 
much more genteel and beautiful. 

The Cardinal is a very handfome bird, all irs fea- 
thers being of a beautiful crimfon, except thofe on its 
breaft, which appear of the colour, and have die fmooth 
glofs of the fineft black velvet. 

Here are prodigious numbers of infects and other 
vermin. But the moft deftruftive are the locufts, 
which fometimes fly in fuch fwarms that they deflroy 
all before them, and leave whole kingdoms and pro- 
vinces defolate. 

In the mountainous parts of this country there arc 
feveral mines of fait ; as alfo others that produce gold, 
filver, lead and iron. The natives, however, do not 
work either the gold pr filver mine, on account of the 
fear they are in of tempting their neighbours 10 feize 
on them, mould they be once apprifed of their having 
fuch valuable pofieflions : fo that though this country 
might pi oduce plenty of thefe mitals, yet they pru- 
dently chufe to have fo tempting a treafuie concealed 
from ftrangers, and content themfelves chiefly with 
what is brought to them from Caflreria, Nij;nt:a, and 
other parts, rather than to hazard the cnflavin» their 
country, by acknowledging rhey have any of their 
own. What little they otherwise get is brought by the 
torrents from tho mountains, which is often found in 
grains as large as peas, and of a very fine and pure 
nature. 

SECTION 11. 

Perfons, Drcfs, Habitations, Dirt, Mannas, Cnjhmh 
Alary ia^e and Funeral Ceremonies, Cowwexe, Reli- 
gion, tic. of the Inhabitants of Myffinia. 

THK inhabitants of this country may be chilled in 
the following order: 
1. Chriftians of the Abyffinian church, and ih«>ic 
whom the Kouun milllonaries brought over to the" 
communion. 

1. Jews fettled here from time immemorial. 

3. Mahometan* difperfed throughout the cmpi"*> 
ami forming one third of the inhabitants. 

4. Gentiles, inhabiting feveral paits, and cluclly^- 
fcendants of the Gallaa. j n 



tion 



AFRICA.] 

t ^neral the Abyffinians are well made, and of a 
t- i, Sable difpofition: fome of them arc black, 
lively ' J * are of a brown, or olive com- 

but the P^Py^i and their features well 

piC ^tionedT their eye^ are'large, and of a fpaikling 
ffkTtheir nofes rather high than flat, and their teeth 

^r^^^^T^ and kfs addled to vices 
than the inhabitants of" Europe. They feldom quarrel 
Lith each other, but when fuch circumftances happen, 
TJv firft proceed to blows, and as foon as the heat is 
lllaved, either by thofe means or the intervention of 
cooler reafon, they immediately fubrrut to an arbitra- 
n or lay the whole caufe of their quarrel before the 
ruler of the place, and he who is declared to have been 
in the wrong faithfully ftands by the judgment of the 
ruler, without grudge, murmur or appeal. 

The common people drefs in a kind of fcarf, which 
hangs loofe from the ftioulders to the waift, from whence 
they have a pair of cotton drawers that reach to the 
encles. The better fort wear a long veft made either 
of filk or cotton, and tied about the waift with a rich 
girdle. The ladies drefs in the beft filks and brocades, 
and ornament their heads various ways : their necks 
are decorated with chains, jewels, and other embellifli- 
menrs, and in their ears they wear the richeft pendants. 
Both fexes take particular pains with their hair, which 
is .he only ornament they have to their heads, none but 
the emperors being permitted to wear either cap or any 

other covering. 

Exclufive of a few royal palaces and antient churches 
there are few public ftructures or private buildings, the 
ml abitants moftly living in tents or camps, and remov- 
ing from one place to another as beft fuits their conve- 
nience. The houfes, or rather huts, that form their 
comps are wretched buildings, being made only of lath 
and clay, and covered with ftraw. Their furniture is 
equally mean with their houfes, confiding only of a 
large table to fit round at their meals, and a few trifling 
utenfils. The more wealthy lie upon couches, and co- 
ver themfelves with their upper garments, but the 
poorer fort lie on mats on the ground, and wrap them- 
felves up in the fkins of fome beaft. 

They are not only very temperate in their eating, but 
far from being nice in the choice of their food, for 
none can be well coarfer, or more difguftful than theirs 
even among the better fort. It generally confifts of a 
piece of flelh, which is fometimes parboiled, but for 
the moft part quite raw : this is ferved up on apas, or 
cakes of bread, ground and made by the women, of 
wheat, peafe, millet, teff, and other forts of grain, 
according to their circumftances, fo that this apas ferves 
them not only inftead of a dim or plate, but like wife 
inftead of a napkin or table-cloth, neither of which 
they ever ufe at their tables. When they boil mutton 
or chicken to make broth, they ferve it up in black 
earthen porringers, covered with what they call afcam- 
biag, which are like caps made of fine ftraw. Thofe 
of the greater* quality have no better than thefe at their 
tables, and the older they arc the more they value 
them. The fauces they ufe to their meat are no lefs 
difagrceable than the flefli itfelf, being chiefly butter 
turned into oil, with which are mixed fome ingredients 
the fmell and tafte of which are fo difguftful, that a 
Itranger could not eat with them, not even a Spaniard 
or a Portuguefe. 

The higheft dainty is a piece of raw beef brought 
in reeking warm from the beaft ; and if they invite com- 
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ome time on the fire, with pepper, fait and fticed'onion 
oetore they bring it to table, which, when covered with 
utn a large piece of warm raw beef, is efteemed by 
them a moft delicious repaft. This difh, however, can 
only be purchafed by the rich, on account of the pep- 

No. jc * 1 



per, which in this country is not only exeedlng fcarce, 

but alio very dear. 

Their manner of eating their victuals is as filthy as 

their choice : it is efteemed among them a piece of high 
breeding to gobble large pieces, and to make as much 
noife as they can in chewing their meat j it being a 
common faying among them, " That none but beggarly, 
wretches chew their meat only on one fide; and none 
but thieves and robbers eat without making a noife." 

They have, however, one cleanly cuflom at their 
meals, which is always to wafh their hands before they 
fit down, becaufe they take up their victuals with their 
fingers ; and thofe of high rank are ft 111 more nice in 
this particular, having their meat cut into pieces, and 
conveyed to their mouths by their moft favourite at- 
tendants. 

They never drink till they have fimfhed their meals, 
when they give a loofe to diflipation, and fometimes, 
efpecially at feafts, drink to the greateft excels. Their 
general liquor is mead, the manner of making which 
is thus : they take five or fix quarts of water, and one 
of honey j thefe they mix. together in a jar, and throw 
into it a handful of parched barley meal, to make it 
ferment: after this they put into it feme chips of a 
wood called fardo, which in two or three days takes ofF 
the cloying tafte of the honey, and makes it very whole- 
fome and palatable. They have alio a kind of beer 
made of barley meal, with which, inftead of hops, they 
mix fome intoxicating drugs. 

Polygamy is allowed by the laws, but the canons 
of the church forbid it ; fo that thofe who indulge 
themfelves in it are only punifhed by excommunica- 
tion. All their marriages mult be celebrated before a 
prieft, his benediction being efteemed eflTentially ne- 
ceffary. The previous ceremonies are very trifling, the 
parties only engaging to cohabit and join their ftocks 
together, as long as they like each other ; but, if any 
differences afterwards anfe, they (hall be at liberty to 
part. This, added to the confent of the parents, and 
the interchange of a few prefents, concludes the con- 
tract, and the parties proceed to the door of the church, 
where they are met by the prieft, who performs the 
remony, and beftows on them his bl effing, 

The paramour of an adultrcfs, if convicted, is only 
punifhed by fine j and if he is unable to pay it, he be- 
comes a flave to the hufband till he can either obtain 
the money, or has compenfated for it by fervitude. 

Few ceremonies are obferved in the interment of 
their dead. As foon as the perfon has expired he is 
immediately wafhed, fprinkled with holy water, then 
wrapped up in a fheet, and laid on a bier. This done, 
the relations order a grave to be made, into which the 
body is haftily thrown, when the prieft reads the fervice, 
and the grave is immediately filled up. The relations 
bewail their lofs by the moft hideous lamentations, lay- 
ing themfelves flat on the ground, and beating them- 
felves with great violence againft it. The funerals of 
the emperors and grandees are performed with great 
pomp and magnificence, accompanied with all the in- 
fignia of their dignity, and with the moft folemn and 
doleful mufic, which is in a manner drowned by the 
loud cries and lamentations of the retinue. But they ufe 
neither torches or any other lights, either in the proccf- 
fion, or in the church. 

There are but few artifts among them, as well as few 
trades, which are generally conveyed from father to 
fon. 

Befides filks, brocades, &cc. the Turks bring the 
Abyffinians feveral forts of fpices, and amongft them 
pepper. The Lift article is the moft coveted by them, 
for which reafon the Turks take the advantage, by fix- 
ing fo high a price on it, that it can be only purchafed 
by them that are very rich. In exchange for thefe arti- 
cles the Turks receive fkini, furs, learner, honey, wax, 
and ivory. 

The Jews that ft ill remain here (peak a kind of He- 
brew, but corrupt. The Moors ufe their own, which 
is Arabic, but fhort of the purity of their ancient tongue. 

S C Every 
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Every province, and almoft diftriA, has its Own dia- 
lect. That which is ufed at court, and among the po- 
lite, is the lame as fpokcn in the kingdom of Amhara, 
and morcor lefs corruptly in other provinces. That, 
however, fpokcn in the kingdom of Tigra, comes 
neareft to the old Ethiopia This lalt almoft retains its 
prifline dignity, and is (till in ufe, not only in all their 
religious and learned books, in the emperor's letters 
patent, and all their records, but in their liturgies and 

religious worfhip. 

Mo(t of their churches appear to have been formerly 
large and elegant ftructurcs, but they are now fb de- 
cayed, that it is importable to form a proper idea of their 
original magnificence. The mod diflinguifhcd, and 
which claim the attention of all the curious, are the fol- 
lowing ones, viz. St. Emanuel, St. Saviour, St. Mary, 
the Holy Croft, < St. George, Golgotha, Bethlehem, 
the Martyrs, Marcoreos, and Lalibela. However in- 
credible it may appear, yet certain it is, that thefe ten 
churches were all cut out of a folid rock, by dint of the 
hammer and chiflil. The laft of them bears the name 
of their founder, who, being defirous of having them 
executedy fent for a number of workmen from Egypt, 
and fo expedition fly was the undertaking carried on, 
that it is laid the whole were completed in twenty-four 
years. A ftiort time, confidering the number of them, 
and the (lately manner in which they are conftructed, 
being proportionable in all their parts, as gates, win- 
dows, pilLi', aiclus, chancels, 6,c. 

B elides Uu chinches, there are many mon aft cries in 
Abyfllnia, moft of which contain two chapels, one for 
the men, and the other for the women ; but how they 
came to be introduced, and of what order the fir ft 
founders of them were, is not known. 



SECTION III. 

Dignity and Power of the Emperor. 

ABYSSINIA has ever been fubject to defpotifm 
under emperors whofe will knew no controul. 
Their imperious monarch prides himfclf on a fuppofition 
preferred by his anccftors, of being defcended, by 
lineal iucccflion, from Merrilebeck, or David, the fon 

0 the great Solomon, king of Ifrael, by the queen of 
Sheba. In confequence of this he a flumes feveral vain 
and pompous titles, fuch as the Offspring of Judah, the 
Son of David, of Solomon, of the Pillar of Sion, the 
Seed of Jacob, of the line of Mary, of Nahu after the 

1 t i • ° f St * Pctcr and St ' Paul aftcr tIlc O'irit, &c. &c. 
lie likewife bears in his arms the lion of the tribe of Ju- 
dah holding a croft, with this infeription in Ethiopia 
The hon of the tribe of Judah is conqueror. 

None of his fubjects dare to approach him without the 
cleepclt marks of lubmifllon, and fuch as are little infe- 
rior to thole (hewn to Indian monarchs. They alio pay 
adoration to him even in his abfence, for they never 
near his name mentioned without bowing their bodies 
very low, and touching the ground with their hands. 

Like his flubjefts, the emperor lives altogether in 
tents, and removes from place to place. He is always 
followed by a numerous retinue, and his camp takes up 
a great track of ground, as his court is very numerous, 
and attended by a confulerable guard. 

The emperor, whether in time of peace or war, is 
always attended by his azaques and chief minifies. He 
wears a kind of cap or hat, made after the Indian man- 
ner, on the top of which is a crown formed of gold and 
. Iilver, and embcllimed with pearls. In times of war 
great oidrr is obfcrved in marching : the army is order- 
cd to keep dole, the van-guard and rear drawing up 
cole to the main body, the wings fpread themfclvcs 
ouij and the emperor keeps in the center with his 
guards, great oflirera, ladies, &c. At other times lit- 
tie order » l obleryed, excepting that there is always a 
number o warlike inflruments, am! a proper guard 
marching before and after the emperor 1 b 



but 



The fiicccflion to the crown of Abyfllnia k Um * 
-it is not abfolutely tied to the pri mo * 
the emperor, if he pleaies, may f eta fide Ks^lZn/ 0 ' 
or any other, and leave it to fuch one w 11 • n ' 
" ' ' ' " ,IC as n « thinks 



moft defcrvino: of it. 



This privilege, or rather prerogative , f 

cuftom that long prevailed in this country nf rl r -° * 
the princes of the blood to the fortrefs or red? 



uic uiuuu lo cne tortreis or rock s 
Amba Geuxen, where they were totally reclnfS , 
the ftricteft guard, nor permitted to receive ! ^ 
meflage without the previous examination of the 



etrer or 
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rigid difcipline r 
reftrain ambitious ideas, they compelled them tk* ? 
in the garb of the loweit order of the people ls 

The following narrative will elucidate this m+tt 
One of thefe rigid jailors obferving thac a cm 
young prince hao violated the injunction concern^ 
dreft, by appearing in attire rather gay, tore it ofThit 
back, with the fevered menaces if he mould tranfrref 
again. On the acceflion df this prince to the imneri il 
throne, he fent for the guard, who, under the deeneft 
apprehenfions, proftrated himfelf, and entreated lenity 
Contrary to expectation, the prince applauded hj m f or 
performing his duty to his father, and, in tcftimony of 
his approbation, and reliance on his allegiance and fide- 
lity to him, difmifled him with a fumptuous prefent" 
Such behaviour naturally ftimulated future jailors to the 
punctual difcharge of their truft. 

This cuftom took its life from the following circum- 
ftance. A certain emperor having bequeathed his do- 
minions among nine fons, who were to reign each year 
alternately, according to feniority, the youngeft bein» 
of an ambitious temper, and averfe to the mortification 
of waitingfor his turn for fwaying the imperial laptre 
fo long, formed a defign of abolifhing the annual reigns, 
and engrofling the dignity to himfelf. By communica- 
ting the project to a friend, he wholly defeated it; for 
the confident having difclofed the fecret to thv reigning 
brother, he adopted that very plan, configning not only 
the projector, but his brothers in general, to the care 
of a guard and jailor. This gave rife to that unnatural 
cuftom which was afterwards abrogated from the follow- 
ing caufe. 

A coimfellor of one of the emperors, who had come 
out of confinement, being prefent when his ion was 
ftanding by his fide, took occaflon to obflrve that the 
prince was much advanced in ftature. The pi nice, 
about nine years old, fixing his eyes upon his father, 
faid, in a pathetic tone, <c "What ! am I then gr'nvn up 
for Amba-Geuxen ?" The father, ftruck with this keen 
interrogative from a boy fo young, determined to abo- 
liflr that inhuman cuflom, and not only fwoie himlelf, 
but obliged his officers of ftate to do the fame, that no 
fon of his, nor any other emperor, mould ihcncefoitlt 
be ever confined to that place, which oath has been 
moil faithfully obferved from that time to ihe prefent. 

The Abyflinian monarchs indulge themlelves in hav- 
ing a plurality of wives, the generality of whom are the 
daughters of the mod diflinguifhed families in the em- 
pire. The ceremonies previous to the nuptials, as alio 
the celebration of them, are as follow. As loon astlie 
emperor lias intimated hisdefirc of having the daughter 
of fuch a one in marriage, flic is immediately removed 
from her parents to an apartment in the houleof one of 

ed courtiers, where Ihe continues 



his moft diftinguilhcd 

fome time, the emperor vifiting lier occalionally, to 
form a judgement of her mental as well as her pcrlonal 
accompliftimcnts. If he isfati.sHi.il in thefe parncul.us 
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day is appointed for the celebration of the inamai'tfi 
..hen he rakes her with him to church, horn w.ienee, 
after afliiling in the divine fervicc, he leads her u» ih<; 
imperial pavilion, where the marriage ceremony r> In- 
formed by theabuna or chief priell, in the pid'cmc ol 



by theabuna or chief priell, in the piele.ue of 
the whole court. The emperor, as at other times, 
dines by himfelf in his own apat ment, and Ihe in hn-vi 
but the guefls are fumptuoufly entertained at uib'ev pio- 
vided for them in tents, and the remainder of die day is 
Ipent in fcllivity and mirth. .. . 

1 IlC 
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The bride does not receive die title of emprefs till 
fome time after marriage, according to the pleafure of 
die emperor : neither is flic permitted to dwell with him 
in the royal pavilion, but has one affigned her near at 
hand from whence fhe comes to the emperor at fuch 
times as he thinks proper to enjoy her company. On 
the day Hie is to be inftalled Itique, or emprefs, fhe 
appears in his tent feated on a couch near the imperial 
throne, on which the emperor fits likewife, but higher 
by one dep. They are both drelTed in the richeft ap- 
parel, as arc alfo the nobles and officers of the court, 
who afiift at the ceremony. On a fignal made, one of 
his dignified chaplains goes out of the tent, and, (land- 
ing on a chair, proclaims her emprefs in thefe words, 
Anagajma danguecera jhem, that is, We have ordained 
our Jlave to reign ; or, The king hath created his Jervatit 
queen* This is immediately anfwered by the loudeft 
acclamations of the people : after which /lie receives 
her dignified title of Itique, or emprefs, and this fhe 
retains during the remainder of her life. The em- 
prefTes never receives the ceremony of coronation unlefs 
it happens that the emperor dies without iflue, and in 
that cale it falls on them, when they receive not only 
that honour, but are folely inverted with the imperial 
dignity. 

A celebrated writer fays, " As harfh as the word 
Jlave may found in our ears, it is in fuch common ufe 
amongft them, that even the emperor's own kindred 
and brethren have it given to them ; fo that when he 
raiies any of them to any dignity, fuch as that of vice- 
roy, which is the higher! under him, their commiflion 
always runs, We have conftitutcd our (lave viceroy or 
governor, &c. without giving them the title of brother 
orkinfman: and well may he ftile them flaves, feeino- 
diey are all fuch to him, from the higher!: to the Ioweftj 
and their lands, lives, &c. are wholly at his difpofal." 

The fame writer adds, " But as little undervaluing 
as they think the title of flave is among them, it was not 
fo accounted by the Portuguefe when they were here ; 
one of whom having obtained fome great pod from the 
emperor, and, as a fubjedt of the. king of Portugal 
who calls them all his children, difdaining to be (tiled 
a flave to that of Ethiopia, offered a large fum of mo- 
ney to the herald, or crier, who was to proclaim his 
promotion, to leave out that odious title, and call him 

only by his name > but that was more than the officer 
dared to do." 

The emperor eats in the prefence of none but the 
pages that attend him, who cut his victuals into bits 
and convey them to his mouth ; for he confiders him- 
iclf of too much importance to be at the trouble of feed- 
ing himfelf : even the emprefs is denied that privilege • 
and when he gives audience to foreign ambaffadors, he 
js concealed behind a curtain, fo that they may hear, 
but cannot fee him. 3 

1 1 1 * 

es is called Rafli, and 
>as under him two officers, one of whom is ftiled Bclla- 
tmoche Goyta, that is, lord of the fervants, and is a 
il l of J ?'8 h Reward. His power extends not only over 
a the v.ccroys, governors, and generals of the army, 
alb over the azagues and umbares, who are the civil 

ZfZ i f TV"? „ T ' ,e otl "' r "fficer is ftiled Taluh, 
% lord of the lelTer fervants : he is only a kind of 
Reward to the king's houfchold, which is c 
'"only comix.fid of men oflelTer rank. 

oms and 
dfo the 



»y iwii|*>un ol men oriefTer rank. 
1 ie v.ceroys and governors of the kingdorr 
' es are undt the Ucllatinoche, as are , 



com- 



All X hlTr,?"- 1 '^ ""J' dvil '"^ift'rates or judgesT 
™"l ' Jh t,,C,r , ,l Vtra C ,° Ults »''.i>'clicaturc, in which 
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V| VC r , !r ee 1 forts of jmnifWnt for 
« "e; hrfl is burying the criminal alive, 



capital 
which 



tlu-v do U ; ■ u 7 m K mc "iminai alive, which 
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the laft and moft common, by piercing him through the 
body with their afiagayes or lances. 

If a man is accufed of murder, and it cannot be fuf- 
ficiently proved againft him, all the inhabitants of the 
place are fevertly fined, or put to (bme corporal punilh- 
ment ; fo that a murderer here feldom efcapes. 

The remainder of the empire (for great part of it 
has been difmcmbered, efpecially towards the fouth, 
where the Gallas, who lie between it and die line, have 
laid wade a number of kingdoms and provinces) is 
guarded by a Handing army, computed to amount to 
about 45,000 men. 

They are but little acquainted with fire-arms, and as 
indifferently furniflied with powder and ball. Their 
(pears are of two forts, the one like our half or fhort 
pikes, the other like a halbert or partifan. The flaves 
of the former are very thin, and the iron narrow, like 
our pike : the iron of the other is broad and thin. The 
firft is to be thrown by dint of ftrength, and the laft 
to be ufed in clofe fight with one hand, whilft the other 
holds the buckler, which is ufually made of the hide of 
fome bead. 

The foot foldiers have likewife two of thefe fpears, 
one of which they dart with fuch ftrcngth and fury, that 
they will often pierce a coat of mail or buckler ; and 
the other they keep to continue the fight, as fome do 
the fwordand buckler. 

Swords are worn by fuperiors, but feldom ufed in 
battle. They likewife wear a kind of dagger under 
their girdle, with the hilt towards the right, and the 
point towards the left hand. Some alfo carry a large 
club of hard wood with a dagger in it : this weapon they 
call balota, and commonly ufe it when they come to 
clofe engagement with the enemy, and fometimes throw 
it at them with all their ftrength. 

The cavalry are faid to be good horfemen, and 
mount and fit their horfes well ; but in other refpecls 
they are very indifferently difciplined. 

Their martial mufic con fills of kettle-drums, which 
are exceeding large, trumpets, hautboys, flutes, and 
other inftruments. 

The emperor's revenues chiefly arife from four 
branches the firft of which is the tribute paid him by the 
governors of fuch provinces and kingdoms as contain 
-jold mines, particularly thofe of Narea and Gojam, 
rom which he receives a certain weight yearly of that 
metal. The fecond arifes from the laic of all the great 
places in the empire. The third confifts in a tenth le- 
vied every third year upon all the cattle in the empire. 
By this laft, which it appears was unknown till about the 
middle of the lad century, every man that has cows is 
obliged to pay him one out of ten every third year ; and 
the country breeding vaft quantities of them, makes it, 
perhaps, by fir the moft confiderable branch of the 
three. It is called the burning or branding tax, becaufo 
the emperor's officers brand thofe with a particular mark 
which they fet afide for his ufe. The fourth and laft 
anfes from a duty laid on every loom of cotton cloth. 
If it belongs to a Chriftian, he pays one piece of cloth j 
if to a Mahometan, a piece of eight per annum. 

SUCTION IV. 

Various Provinces of the Abyjftninn Empire, 

TIGRA is the principal province of the Abyfllniaii 
empire. lis chief city, Axtun, was oner not on- 
ly the refidence of the emperors, but famous for ft ate ly 
buildings, us palaces, churches, obdiflcs, &cc. of 
which there Hill remain lome ruins. Though abandon- 
cd by the monurchs, and reduced to a mean village, it 
is faid to be the Ipnt whither the emperors now repair 
to be crowned. Thi-ie are two or three other fmall 
towns in this province. They contain the remains of 
churches and inonaftci ies, and may be faid to cxift 
merely in the name. 

Some pans of the kingdom of Bagameder are moun- 
tainous and barren, whilft others are fertile and wrll 

watered. 
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watered The mountains are inhabited by a wild wn- 
derinc race whole chief employment is breed.ng of 
cattle g Ba^meder, the capital, dcferves mention only 

bourhood a bridge over the Nile. 

The province of Amara, or Amhara, tnougii very 
ftZ is rendered confutable by be ing the refidence 
of the emp ror, «id a dillinft dialed of the inhabitants, 
adou ted by the court and firft daft of the people. 

8? X provinces of Oleca and Choa we have only to 
fay - that he former contains nothing remarkable, and 
Sac the latter dnives all its importance from having 
been once the imperial icfidence. 

In Damota, or Damn, is the higheft and coldcft 
mountain in AbyfTinia, to which they banifli prifoners 
of ftate, and other delinquents. 

Goyam, or Gojam, is a very mountainous country, 
and principally inhabited by Jews, who are faid to re- 
tain their ancient rites and cuftoms. In the town of 
NebelTa are the ruins of a magnificent church. 

Dambea, being one of the flatted provinces of Abyf- 
finia, is fubiedt to overflowings, not only from the lake 
of the fame name, but feveral rivers that run through 
it from the higher lands. It is remarkable for a moun- 
tain called Dancafer Dancaton, on the top of which is a 
fpacious and fertile plain, where the emperors are faid 
to have formerly refided. In Dambea there are the re- 
mains of feveral monafteries and monuments. 

Narea, or Enarea, is in general a fertile province, 
producing cattle, and the ordinary neceflaries of life. 
The inhabitants carry on fome trade with the CafFrees. 
Gondar, in point of magnitude, is a confiderable town. 
The inhabitants have no (hops, but expofe their goods 
to fale in a large fquare, on mats prepared for the 

purpofe. SECTION V. 

Brief Hiftorical Account of Abyffinia. 

THE hiftorical tranfa&ions of this empire are, in 
general, vague in their detail, and unimportant 
in their nature. According to ancient records, from 
which Jefuit miflionaries, who refided here, obtained 
fome fragments, the firft who ruled the empire of Abyf- 
finia was the queen of Sheba, who went from thence 
into Judea, in or about the year before Chrifl 992. 

She reigned 25 vears am -' r hcr return > and was tucceed- 
ed by her fon Menilehech, who reigned in conjunction 
with his father 29 years, and 18 more with his fon 
Rehoboam, aft*r which he died. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Sadgur, from whom 
proceeded, in lineal decent, 24 princes, of either of 
whom no particulars are recorded, except that in the 
eighth year of the Lift, called Phecen, our Saviour 
was born, A. M. 4004. 

From this period, to the year 327, were 13 empe- 
rors, of whom nothing is recorded. After this circum- 
ftancc the empire was held jointly by three brothers, 
called Atza, Atzfed, and A may. Thefe, it is laid, 
in order to prevent difcord, projected a very ftrange 



expedient, which was to divide the day into three partst 
and to hold the reins of government alternately, cac u 
his third part, or eight hours. 

Thefe monarchs were fucc ceded by feveral others 
of whom there is only an account of the three laft' 
which is, that, during their reigns, great numbers of 



when Jultiuian was emperor 01 Kome, and Cabel of 
AbyfTinia, new tribes of monks came and fettled in the 
province of Tigra. The throne of AbyfTinia continued 
in the fame line of fucceflion till about the year 960 
when it palled into the Zagean family ; and an 11 fur pa! 
tion, commenced by an impious woman, named Tredda 
Cabex, continued for 340 years. 

The only prince worthy of mention »n the Zapearr 
family was Lalibela, who eternized his name by many 
glorious actions, and particularly in caufing ten churches 
to be hewn out of a rock. 

About the year 1300 the Zagean family was driven 
from the throne, and it reverted to the defendants of 
Solomon, in the perfon of Icon Arnlac, ofwhofefuc- 
ceflbrs nothing is recorded till the time of Zaara Jaacob, 
who began his reign in 1437, and died in 1465, great- 
ly efteemed, as a man of learning, penetration, and 
probity. 

During the reign of Alexander, which was from 
1475 t0 ! 49 ! > Peter Covillan arrived In the empire of 
AbyfTinia, and was the firft Portuguefe that ever pene- 
trated fo far into the inland parts of the country. 

The next emperor in whole reign any thing remarka- 
ble occurred was Etana-Denghel, or Lebna-Denghel, 
but more generally known by the names of Onag- 
Segued. He began his reign in 1507, and doled it in 
the year 1 540. The firft twenty years were happy and 
profperous, but the laft 1 3 proved diffracted and unfor- 
tunate, through the depredations made on his domi- 
nions by the Moors, which occafioning him to have re- 
courfetothe Portuguefe for afTiftance, railed jealoufies 
in the minds of his fubjects, and excited perpetual 
commotions in the empire, till he yielded up his crown 
and life in the 42d year of his age. 

Succeeding princes, for a long feries of years, were 
harrafTeci by the Gallas and Mahometan Moors, or the 
revolts of their own fubjecls ; though they generally 
derived aid and afTiftance from the Portuguefe. Some 
were (lain contending for the empire, fome were mur- 
dered bv their own foldiers, and others wcr • dethroned 
through' various revolutions, till the year 1718, when 
the Abyflinians raifed a prince named David to the 
throne, whofe fuccefibrs have regularly aflumcd the 
imperial dignity, and quietly enjoyed their honours 
from that time to the prelent. 

The Portuguefe had made frequent and flremious 
efforts, throughout a long courfe of time, ro cilablilli 
their religion in AbyfTinia, till at length the greater part 



of the people, zealoufly attached to their ancient reli- 
gion, facrificcd feveral Romifh priells to their fury, ana 
their patriarch very narrowly efcaped out of the country 
with his life. 
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The GALLAS, a barbarous Nation on the Confines of 



ABYSSINIA. 



BORDERING on AbyfTinia is a barbarous and war- 
like nation called the Gallas, concerning whofe 
origin writers in general do not agree j though there 
are many particulars rcfuecting their difpofition, cuf- 
tomi, and manners, in which their accounts concur. 
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on earlv initiation in the military art, they may be 
deemed rather cruel than martial. They art taught the 
ufe of the fword, and - made to believe that conqu eft 
^titles them to the pofTeflion of whatever they defire, 
and is the only effectual means of preferving it. InJa 
word they are trained up to the love of defperate ac- 
hievements, and to look upon death with contempt. 

As by their maxims, the cutting off their hair con- 
stitutes them men, the young males are not permitted 
to receive that honour till they have deferred it, either 
bv killing an enemy, or fome wild beaft, fuch as a lion, 
tioer leopard, &c- after which they are allowed to 
c« their hair, leaving only a Angle lock on the top. 
This infpues them with an uncommon ambition to fig- 
nalize themfelves by their bravery, as the mod effectual 
means of acquiring efleem, and obtaining the more 
honourable feats at their councils, fcftivals, &cc. for the. 
greater number of heroic anions they perforin, the 
rnore are they . refpected. For (his reafon they take care 
to fave all the heads of thofe enemies they have killed, 
as trophies of the greatefl value •, and when .any conteft 
or doubt arifes about them (which is fometimes the 
cafe) as when there is no beard upon them, and may 
befuppofedto have belonged to a female, they have a 
law which obliges the perfon to produce a more dec i five 
part along with it, otherwife they are not admitted. 
To prevent, therefore, all difputes, they arc obliged 
to lay thofe trophies that are gained in battle before 
their proper officers, at the head of their tribes, as foon 
as the engagement is over : there they are publicly 
viewed and examined, and, if approved, are entered 
into the common regiflerj after which the owner has 
liberty to carry them to his own tent, together with his 
fhare of the fpoil or plunder, which is allotted to him 
in proportion to the degree in which he has diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf in the engagement. By this method all 
collufion and deceit is prevented, or elfe tlifcovered 
and punifhed ; it being confidered as every man's duty 
to detect all falfe pretences to merit, as well as that of 
their commanding officers, who inflict a punifhment 
on the delinquent adequate to the falfities he may have 
endeavoured to impofe. 

Thofe who fhew the lead figns of cowardice are 
punifhed in the moft exemplary manner. It is death to 
give way after an engagement is begun ; fo that they 
all fight with the moft undaunted courage and rcfolu- 
tion, and are fo furious in the attack, not giving or 
taking any quarter, that it is hardly poflible to make head 
againft them j and this is the reafon why they have ob- 
tained fo many fignal victories over the Abyflinians, 
though the latter are much fuperior in number, and 
better provided both with horfes and arms. 

In diftant engagements they ufe bows, arrows, and 
darts, and are very expert in the exercife of thofe wea- 
pons. When they come to clofe quarters, they have a 
club, or rather bludgeon, remarkably heavy at one end. 
They have alfo fhields made of the hides of buflalos : 
but thofe of higher rank inftead of a club ufe a fword. 

"With refptct to government, they have no kings, 
but arc divided into a great variety of tribes, each of 
which choofes a chief, or general commander, whom 
they call Luva, and him they obey as a lbvereign. 

if any 

r , ly elected 

to upply their place. Their authority reaches only to 
military aflairs, that is, to convene the great council 
« proper lcafons to determine on peace and war. When 
tin: latter js the refult of their meeting, each. Luva heads 



Thf fe chiefs are chofen every eight years, and i 
of them die in the time, others arc immediately c 



his own army, and. diftributes to the refpective officers 
under hirn their leveral ports and commands. In like 
manner, when the war or expedition is over, he affigns 
to each man his . proper honours and rewards, ac- r 
cording to his merit j but if any diiputc,' or matter: 
of complaint, arifes, it is adjudged by the national 
council, who alone have a power to confirm, alter, or 
abrogate, the fentence or decree of the Luva. 

As an inftance of the pomp and parade of thefe octen-< 
nial chiefs, a traveller of character and difcernment re- 
lates the following particulars. <f Beir^g (fays hq). 
obliged to pay my refpects to the Luva, or chief, in dr- 7 
der to difcover a new way into AbyfTinia, f I foi|ncl him 
with all his wives and flocks about him ; the place 
where he received me being a hut thatched with ftraw, 
but ibmewhat larger than thofe of his fubjects. He 
appeared with all the feemlng conference of an eaftern 
monarch, and his attendants paid Jum the moft reve- ] 
rential refpect. His manner of giving audience to . 
flrangers is fomewhat Angular : he appears fcated in the 
middle of the apartment, with all his courtiers about 
him, fitting againft the wall, each with a goad or ftarY,' 
or club in his hand, longer or .fhorter, according to his 
rank; the longer are the more dignified. As fdoh as 
the ftranger enters the place, all thefe courtiers fall fov^V 
of him, and baftinado him till he has regained the door,- 
and got hold of it with his hand ; upon which they, re- 
turn to their feats, and he is complimented as if nothing 
like it had been done to him. I, myfclf, (fays he,)' 
did not fare one jot better, notwithstanding the peacea- 
ble and friendly offices that had pafled between us: and 
when I afked the meaning of fo ft range a ceremony, J I 
was anfwered, that it was to make thofe that carrie^ 
among them fenlible of the valour and bravery of their 
nation above all others, and how reafonable it is for 
them to behave fubmiffively to it/' 

Thefe people, who are as indolent as they are proud, 
wholly neglect agriculture, fo that the food of their 
cattle is derived from the fpontanepus productions of 
their fpacious plains and vallies. They attend 10 their 
cattle, indeed, for the fake of their flefh, which they 
eat raw, and is their principal food. They have neither 
bread, nor any thing elfe to fupply the want of that ne- 
ceffary article. When they meet with, any in their war-, 
like excurfions, they eat it with great rapacity ; and! 
though they admire it, yet they will not trouble them-' 
felves to cultivate the grain to make it. t m% 

The G alias have long harrafled the Abyflinians, com- 
mitted great depredations on them, and rendered them- 
felves mafters of feveral of their back fettlements. 

Though of a ferocious difpofition, they poffefs fome 
good qualities, being honeft and true to their promife, 
and never known to violate an oath. They confider 
this as the moft folemn of all engagements, the cere- 
mony of which is thus performed : They bring a fheep 
to a proper place appointed, where they anoint it with, 
butter 1 after which the perfons, or, if it be taken in 
the name of the tribe or family, the heads of it lay their 
hands upon the head of the fheep, and folemnly j r )tefl 
that they will religioufly obferve every part of their en- 
gagement. They offer as a reafon for the inftitution of 
tliis ceremony, that as the fheep is in fome fenfe the 
mother of all that fwcar, and butter is an emblem of the 
love that fubfifts between the mother and the children, 
that oath ought to be held inviolate that is taken upon 
the head of a mother. Such are the pi inciplcs, maxims, 
and cufloms of thefe barbarians. 
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XVII. 



Description of the Coast of ABEX or HABESH, of the To 

upon it, and the Dignity of the King. 



/TT^HIS coaft once formed a part of the empire of 
X Abyflinia ■> but at the beginning of the laft cen- 
tury it fell into the hands of the Turks, who, at the fame 
time, made themfelves matters of all 1 the bays and 
pores belonging ro it j fo that ever fince the Abyflinians 
have been cut off from all commu nicattort with the 

Red Sea. m " 

The climate of this coaft being very fultry, and the 

foil in general fandy and barren, the produce mud of 
courfc be Icanty. Here are many aoimals,* tame and 
wild ; and they have fomb deer and .fheep j but grain 
of every kind is brought from other parts. The coun- 
try here labours under a dearth of water. 

This coaft is divided into two parrs, the northern 
and the fouthern. The towns of the northern are Sua- 
kin and Arkiko. The former is the refidence of the 
;overnor, and is pretty large and populous. The latter 
as a cattle, but it is final), and poorly inhabited. The 
fouthern reaches to the end of the coaft, and includes 
the province of Dancali, of which Abex is the capital. 
Of this part little can be faid worthy of notice, but that 
its chief produce is fait. Here is a fea-port called 
Balyur, at which the Portuguefe miffionaries ftrft land- 
ed ■, and as their reception and treatment from the Chiek, 
or king, were rather fingular, we mall prefent the rea- 
der with a relation of them. 

As foon as the king heard of their arrival, he fent to 
invite the patriarch (or principal miflionary) and his re- 
tinue to his court, which was about three or four days 
journey from Balyur, and difpatched his own fon to meet 
them in the way, and conduct them to the royal palace, 
or rather camp, which they found to confiftonly of half 
a dozen tents, with about a fcore huts fenced in with a 
thorn hedge, and (haded by fo me wild kind of trees. 

The hall of audience, where they were received by 
the king, was a large tent or hut, about a mufket (hot 
from the reft. At the upper end was a kind of throne 
about two feet from the ground, made of ftone and clay, 
and covered, with a carpet and two velvet culhions. At 
the other end, oppofite to the throne, was the king's 
Jiorfe, with the faddle, and other accoutrements ft im- 
pended on one fide. Round the hall were about 
young men fitting crofs-legged on the ground j 
when the Portuguefe miffionaries were admitted, 
were made to fit down in the fame pofture. 

In a (holt time the king entered the hall, preceded 
by fome of his domeftics, one of whom carried an 
earthen pitcher full of hydromel, or wine made of honey; 
another a drinking cup made of porcelain a third car- 
ried a cocoa-nut fnell filled with tobacco $ and a fourth 
a filver tobacco-pipe and fome fire. Next to them 
came the king, drifted in a light filk Huff, with a tur- 
ban on his head, from the edges of which hung a par- 
cel of rings, that dangled before his forehead, infiead 
of a feeptre, he held in his hand a fhort kind of jave- 
lin. He was followed by all the chief officers of his 
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court and houfeholdj and among them were his lord 
high Reward, the fupenntendant of his finances 73 
the captain of his guard. The refpeel paid him at his 
coming in was by (landing on their feet, and fquatuW 
down again twice ; after which they went towards rfT 
throne to kifs his hand. The audience was fhorr h 
full ofthemoft bombaftic profeflion of love and eftee 
on his fide, and of refpect and gratitude on theirs • but 
th : s behaviour foon altered; for when, on the next 
morning, they *~ : r - 

ftcad of the kir ^ ____ r wj 

was the perfon tfiat broughrthem to him, m^t' with a 
fevere reprimand, for daring to affr >nt a moiarch lik- 
him with fuch trifling prefents, and was bid to take 
them away out of his fight. The patriarch readily 
obeyed, without betraying cither fear, or any other 
emotion than that of difdain, after having given himto 
underftand, that they were of more value than he ou^ht 
to have expecled from religious perfbns, who had re- 
nounced the world, and forfaken their 'native country, 
for the fake of carrying their religion into the Ahyffinian 
empire ; and told him at parting, that fince lie did not 
think them worth his acceptance, the next he fent for 
from them fhould be much lefs valuable. 

This fpirited behaviour of the patriarch greatly fir. 
prifed the king, who fuffered him to g6 away with the 
prefents; but being unwilling to lofe them, fent one of 
his officers to fetch them back, with ordtrs to infill upon 
fome addition being made to them. He was glad, 
however, to take them as they were, the patriarch, on 
his fide, infilling upon retrenching them ; ib that whsn 
they were brought again, the greedy monarch received 
them with vifible marks of diflatisfaciion and refentment. 
The difguft in which he held them on th?s account was 
foon evinced; for he not only detained them, upon 
fome pretence or other, longer at his court than was 
neccflary for getting things ready for their departure, 
but privately torbid his fubjedts to fell them any kinds 
of provifions at any price j fo that they muft have been 
obliged either to fatmte his avarice by larger prefents, 
or have been in danger of ftarving, had it not been for 
the fpirited patriarch, who expostulated with him on 
the impropriety of his conduct, and at the fame ivak 
threatened him with the emperor's reiVntmcnt. Not- 
withstanding this, however, he not o ily poftponed their 
departure from day today, but fuffered them to be in- 
fulted by his fubjedb, in hopes of finding .fonie pre- 
tences for extorting from them farther prefents for their 
difmiflion. To avoid this, the only expedient they 
could find, was to bribe one of his favourite minifteis 
with a valuable gift, who foon after obtained their au- 
dience of leave, and fuch fupplies of carriages, p.* ova- 
tions, &x. as were ncceflai y to proceed on the ir cm'' illy 
to the AbyfTinian court. But before their uY| aintic 
they were obliged to compliment all the iifT.cer.. <>r the 
Dancali court, from the molt elevated to the lowtft. 
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NUBIA, or SENNA R. 



THE kingdom of Nubia is bounded on the north 
by Egypt, on the fouth by Abyifinia, on the eaft 
by the Red Sea, and on the weft by Goaga. It is 940 
miles in length, and 600 in breadth. The river Nile 
mna thnowgh it * on the banks of which, and thofe of 



othcj 



fome other rivers, it is pretty fertile; but in 
places it is barren, fandy, and deft mite of water. 

The inhabitant! of Nubia are, in general, low in na- 
ture, but (tout and courageous. They arc quite \>'*<'*> 
and their facci much disfigured, not only by the 
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r 0 f their nofes, but by the marks of the fmall-pox, 
thatdifeafe being fo prevalent here, that they frequently 
have ic twice or three times. 
Their drefs is much the fame as that of the Ethio- 

. They are greatly addicted to drunkennefs are 
avaricious, bafe, and defigning ; and pride themfelves 
not only in cheating ftrangers, but each other. The 
principal part of them are Mahometans ; but they pay 

s little regard to religion as to honour and honefty. 
Thofe who live in towns or cities employ th'tffttfelves 
chiefly in commerce ; but fuch as refide in the villages 

follow huftandry and filhing. . 

The king of Nubia is deipotic. He has a fpactous 
palace, which is fumptuoully furnifhed. He is very 
fond of fhooting, and frequently takes excurfions with 
his nobility in purfuit of that diverfion. He and his 
chief nobles attend four days in the week to bufinefs of 
Hate ; at which times they alio adminifter juftice in all 
cafes,' whether of a civil or criminal nature* This they 
do with great expedition, efpecially in the latter cafe, 
where, if the perfon be found guilty, fen ten ce is no 
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fooner patted than executed. For trifling matters they 
are puniflied with the baft in ado ; but in cafes of rmirder 
and treafon they are put to death, the manner of doing 
which is by laying the criminal on his back, and beating 
him on the breaft with a (lick till he expires, which, 
from the feverity of the ftrokes, is generally effected m 
a very ihort time. 

The language of the Nubians, though peculiar to 
themfelves, bears fome kind of affinity to the Arabic. 

The principal towns here are Nubia or Sennar, the 
capital, and Dungala. The former is fpacious and po- 
pulous, and abounds with provifions. The inhabitants 
carry on fome trade here with thofe of the neighbouring 
town, as well as of Cairo, and other parts of Egypt. 

Dungal^ is a confidefable town, but the houfes are 
low and mean. The inhabitants carry on fome foreign 
trade. 

Here are other towns and villages, of which thofe 
fituated near the Nile are tolerably pleafant, but the reft 
are poor, wretched, and unhealthy fpots. 
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THERE is not a more ftriking inftance of die mu- 
tability of all fublunary objects, and the effects 
produced by the revolutions of time, than what may 
bedifplayed on a comparative view of the. former and 
prefent ftate of the country we are about 'to defcribe. - 
Egypt might once be deemed the metropolis, of the 
world, the feat of fcience, the nurfery of the arts, and ] 
grand refervoir of curious productions. If cbrifiderect 
in relation to what conftitutes the real power of a (rate,' 
it is now become feeble, the arts ceafe to be cuTtiv.at^dj 
and nothing remains but the ftiadowof what it has, been. 

Notwithftanding, however, the depredations of time, 
we cannot furvey the extent and magnificence of its 
ruins, without reflecting with pleafure on ' the means 
by which it had once attained to fuch a pinnacle of 
grandeur. There are (till remaining memorials which, 
ages cannot deftroy, which have refilled revolutions* 
and demonftrate that in £gypt the greateft kings en- 
deavoured to acquire famel>y undertakings the mofl ar- 
duous for the benefit of their country. In a word, from 
a general furvey of a fpot as renowned as any upon the 

globe, the mind cannot but derive moft rational enter- 
tainment. 

SECTION I. 

Name, Situation, Extent, Diviftons, Climate, Soil, 
particular Defcription 0/ the river Nile, Mountains, 

THE opinions of authors concerning the origin of 
the name of this country are various : the moft 
probable is that it was called Egypt from a Greek word 
ngnifyinff a vulture, a bird of a blackifh hue, alluding 
50 the blacknefs of its foil, and the fable colour of its 

inhabitants. 

Egypt is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean 

tl'^l hc k fo ^ h J b yAbymnia or Upper Ethiopia, on 
Je eaft by the Red Sea, and on the weft bv the IDefart 

red I .r ^ am ?. un ! cn ? wn P arts ° r Africa, ft is compu- 

Kited ^ m and * S ° in breacUh ' Bn « is 

!R a M a a 20 an< J ^ degrees of north latitude, 
anu 28 and 36 degrees of caft longitude. 

the lKTO ,lCrS di ^ idc this countr y int ° «wo parts, 

TV'S S^^^F^P 1 " ° thcrs imo vifc 
die SKT* F^periy fo called, orThcbait, the Mid- 

alio DdE? P a . nd , thc Lower Egypt, called 

Kl£?'i,. Wc ftB ."» ln thc courfc of our defcription, 
^opt the latter mode, as moft explanatory. F ' 
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The climate of Egypt muft be very warm from it* 
being contiguous to the tropic of Cancer, as weir as 
from its fandy foi). Though the air is generally dry, 
yet great dews fall after the fwelling of the Nile, which 
Continue for fome. months. In the Delta, or Lower 
Egypt, it fame times rains a little in the winter ; but in 
the Upper, towards the cataracts, feldom or ever. 'The 
firftfu miner (for they reckon two) which is March, 
April, and Ma^ js the moft fickly feafon, becaufethc 
changeable weather,. cxcefTive heats, and hot winds, 
caufe diftempers.:jbut jh.the fecond, viz. June, July,, 
and Auguft, and in autumn and' winter, they breathe a 
cooler air, the weather is more fixed, and the country 
of courfc more pleafant. The coldeft feafon is in Feb- 
ruary, when the opulent people wear furs. The north, 
called by the ancients the Etefian wind, begins to blow 

towards the dofe of May, greatly refrefhes the air, and 
thereby conduces to the health and happinefs of the in- 
habitants. 

The fertility of Egypt, and the excellence of its pro- 
ductions, are particularly mentioned by thc ancients, 
and by Mofes himfelf, Gen. xiii. 10. Its great fertility 
is derived from the overflowing of the Nile. This ce- 
lebrated river, cajled by the ancients Abanchi, fignify- 
ing in thc Abyfllan language, The Father 0/ Rivers, has, 
it fourcrs in Ethiopia. It enters Egypt almofl under 
the tropic of Cancer, erodes it from fouth to north, to 
about four leagues below Cairo, where, dividing itfelf 
into two branches, it forms the Ifland of Delta. It is 
likewife only towards the extremity of this ifland, which 
the Egyptians name, in Arabic, Batn-el-Bacara, (the 
belly of the cow) that the plains on each fide the Nile, 
fhut in by the higher grounds, are capable ofcultivation. 

The river pa lies violently down feven cataracts, from 
a very confiderable height between rugged rocks and 
precipices, with fo great a noife as to be heard fevcral 
miles off. The people of thofe parts ufed formerly to 
entertain ftrangers with a furprifing fpectacle, which is 
but feldom now practifed. Two of them g'et into a 
fmall boat, one to guide it, and the other to bale it 
clear of the water. After having borne the violence of 
the agitated waves for fome time, they dexteroufly fleer 
their boat through the narrow channel, thereby avoid- 
ing thc rocks, and letting themfelves be carried down 
by the falling river, direct their little boat with their, 
hands, and rufhin^ headlong, to the great terror of die 
fpectators, who think them utterly loft and fwallowecj 
up, they appear again on the water, far from the place 

fr -in 
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from which they fell, as if they had been (hot out of an 

"The annual inundation of Ae Nile ii» a « 
where it fcarcely ever rains, and which the heat of the 
climate, and the very nature of the foil, Iccms to have 
devoted to perpetual drought and ftenhty, is, without 
doubt, a molt furprifing phenomenon. 

Though the river begins to iwell in May, no public 
notice is taken of it till about the aoth of June. 1 he 
proeicfs of the inundation is.oblerved at the Nilometer, 
or Mekias, as called by the Arabs, foliated at the 
fouthern point of the Iflc of Rhoda, oppofite Old Cairo. 
This Nilometer is an octagonal column of white mar- 
ble, divided into 21 equal parts, and all, except the 2d 
from the bottom, are fubdivided into 24 inches, pub- 
lic criers, dilhibiitcd in each quarter of the capital, 
eveiy day nuke known to the public thenfing of the 
waters, till they are come to the height proper for open- 
ing the hi and canal, by which th«y are conveyed to the 
middle of the city, and the citterns. The height of the 
inundation is ufually 16 cubits, or 24 feet; the Egyp- 
tian cubit being a foot and a half. If it exceeds that 
height, it dors much milchief, not only by overflowing 
houfes and drowningcattle, but alfo By engendering a 
great number of infects, which dcllroy the fruits of the 
earth. The cry Oof- Allah, ftgnifying Ced ba's kept bis 
promife, proclaims the opening of the canal. Children, 
bearing dreamers of di fie rent colours, accompany the 
crier, and diffufe a general joy it the certaintyfcf plenty, 
and the event is celebrated with univerfal feftivity. 

The ancient Kgyptians had the barbarous cuftom of 
facrihemg a young gill to the river, when the waters 
rofe to a fufficient height for opening the canal. 

Here it is to be o*bferved, that the' Grand Seignjor is 
hot entitled to his annual tribute till the canal is opened 
at Grand Cairo j and when it is opened, if the waters 
are not 16 cubits high, the people refufe the payment 
of the tribute. ... 

As the river cannot of itfelf overflow the lands every 
where in the neceflary proportion, they have . cut ca- 
nals, and formed a variety of engines, for the purpofe 
of conveyance. There are alfo a number or weals, 
from which the water is drawn to water the gardens and 
fruit-trees. Numbers of oxen are daily employed in this 
fingle labour, befides the men, who draw water in 
wicker bafkets, lb clofed and well lined, that not a drop 
runs through. 

It is remarkable that while other rivers cany ofTthe 
heart of the lands they overflow, the Nile, by the mud 
or flime it brings down with it, fattens the earth, arid 
renders it fruitful. The water nmft be purified before 
It is drank. This \: done by mixing bitter almonds, 
pounded to duft, in a jar full of water, and kept turning 
with die arm for fome minutes. It is then left to fettle, 
and, in five or fix hours, the noxious particles fubfidc 
ro the bottom of the veflel, and the water becomes 
limpid and excellent. 

When the Nile is returned within its banks, the canals 
fupply the people and cattle with water, which maidens 
arc continually to be feen fetching thence, according 
to die ancient cultom fo often taken notice of in fcrip- 
ture. 

It was, without doubt, to provide againfl thole years 
when the Nile does not overflow a great parr of the 
country, that the ancient fovereigns of Egypt cut fo 
many canals, the principal of which are Hill k ept in or- 
der, but the greater part neglected, and confequently 
one half of the country is deprived of cultivation. Thole 
fli.it convey the water to Cairo, into the province of 
Fay 00m, and to Alexandria, are moft attended to by 
government. An officer is appointed to watch this l.ifl, 
and hinder ihc Arabs, who receive the fuperfluous wa- 
ters of this canal, from turning them oft' before Alexan- 
dria is provided, or opening the canal before the timo 
fixed, which would hinder the increalc of the Nile. That 
which conveys the waters into Fayoom is watched in 
like manner, and cannot be opened before that of Cairo, 
which is t ailed the canal of Trajan. 

4 



I There are great numbers of paflage-boats 
Nile ; and as foon as night draws on the ntf** tIlc 
betake themfelves to their arms j for the ri ger * 
• fwarrns with pirates, who attack boats under f^ °^ tCn 
clarknefs, afiaffinate pafiengers that are off rh,/ V0Ur °^ 
and feize their effedts. meir g^rd, 

The mountains four leagues from the Nile n a c 

40 or cq f eef l ■ , 

divide the plains of Libya, and feem as if only ' ^ ' 
ed to ferye a* a bank to the general inundation 'am*' 
fummitof the angle of I^elta the rocks of Libv 
the coafls of Arabia, open to the view, and apD** ^ 
recede from each other towards the eaft and weft Tl^ 
great extent of country, from the kingdom of Bare 
either inundated by 'the river, or at leaft liable lb t\ S 
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Natural Pro<j«£?ions of Egypt, Vegetable, Animal 

FROM the facility with.which the country is watered 
. Egyptians have 

not the laborious tafk of ploughing, ch^j n ^ or ^ 
ing the clods; but when the water has retired; they 
have only to mingle a little fand with the earth toabiu* 
its ftrength, tempering the drynefs of the fand with 
dung ; after which they fow with little pains, and al. 
j moft without .charge. They low the fpring corn anl 
-vegetables ordinarily in October and November, asthe 
waters fall. Within two months the ground is covered 
with all forts of grain and pulfe, as wheae, rice, barley 
beans, &c. With barley, they feed their battle, and 
make an intoxicating kind of liquor by fermentation, 
which is the common drink. of the lower chfs of people! 
Their harveft is in March or April. They have alfo 
fugar-canes, 'melons, dates, figs, cucumbers, a.nd other 
vegetables, which they eat in hot weather as coolin^ 
food. ,As they have no common grafs, they fupply 1 
tne want of it by fowin^ their land with clover, 'i he 
lotus is an aqyatic plantpeculiar to Egypt, which grov., 
irt livulets, and by the fide of l^es. . f There art; two 
Ipecles, the one bearing .'4 white, and the other a blueilli 
Mower. [ " \ ' . ' 

Moft'of their trees, efpecially thofe in their garden!:, 
are exotic?. Their moll- common trees are the fount, 
which bears a pod ufed-inftead of bark in tanning of lea- 
ther i the tamarifk, Pharaoh's fig, the fycamorc of the 
ancients, the palm orcjate tree, and another fpecics of 
the palm called the dome-tree. The .papyrus u a pro- 
duction of Egypt, though, it is not fb plentiful as for- 
merly, the inhabitants having greatly dimtnifhed the 
quantity by digging up the roots for fuel. This real 
grew chiefly on the borders of the Nile, and ferved the • 
ancients for the purpofe of writing upon. I lence the 
origin of the word paper. The bark was divided into 
thin Makes ; thefe were laid Mat on a fmooth liirfrce, 
moiftened with the glutinous waters of the Nile, com- 
prefled together, and then dried in the fun forufc. One 
ibit of the Max of this reed was fo very line, and they 
dreMcd and fpun it fo curioufly, that the threads could 
fcaice be] feci 1 ). It grew in fuch ulcnty, that th.y hfcl 
not only enough to c loath their pnefts, who \vore no- 
thing elfe, but uerfons of rank in general. 

Of animals there are wild and tame oxcji, camels, 
aMes, goats, and fliecp, ofwhichthereisgie.it plenty. 
The buffalos, in the hot feafon, live in the Nile, lying 
among the waters up to the neck, and feeding upon the 
herbs that grow upon the banks. There are vail num- 
bers of antelopes, and a large kind of ape, with a I eul 
fomewhat like a dog's, whence it was callul cynoce- 
phalus. Camelions are common in this lountiy. 
There r.re alftf tigers, hyjenas, wolves, foxes, 

The crocodile, the moll celebrated of all the Kgyj>- 
tian animals, is terrible either on land or in the vs ;i t et\ 
but more particularly fo in the latter element. I h ( 7 
are often feen banking themfelves on funny hanks 
wheie rhev lay for many hours mot ion I eft, and exactly 
re limbic the trunk of a tree. On the approach of a jv 
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• ^^diatelv plunge to the bottom with their prey. 
S J the floods they fomerimes enter the cottages of 



living creature, they dart upon it, fun to the Wfter^and 
imme< 

m 

S^wSmt and furioufly feize upon man, woman, or 
.Mid cattle, domeftic animals, &c Indeed, inftances 

known of their taking a man out of a canoe, 
-nd divinr to the bottom, without its being in the power 
cShofc who were in fight to afford him any affiftance. 

Ail the parts of the crocodile are remarkably ftrong $ 
the teeth are exceeding (harp 1 and, above all, the tail 
\ fintnilarly dreadful j with a blow from this, it can 
overturn a boat, or ftun the ftrongeft animal. Many 
ridiculous ftories have been told concerningthis creature. 
Some have proceeded from travellers taking the moft 
abfurd tales upon truft, which we lhall therefore reject, 
as being determined to adhere only to matters duly au- 
thenticated. 

Crocodiles are not fond of fait water, but love to con- 
tinue in rivers. They lay their eggs in the fand, having 
previoufly dug a hole with their fore paws to depofit 
them in. Having delivered fome of their burden, they 
cover up the place with great care, and then retire. 
The next day they return again, uncover the place, lay 
about the fame number of eggs, and then retire till the 
enfuing day, when they repeat the fame for the laft time, 
and then finally clofe the hole. 

As foon as the eggs are vivified by the heat of the 
fun, which happens at the expiration of thirty days, 
the young ones begin to break the (hell. The mother, 
by inftinct, goes at the fame time to a (lift them by 
fcratching away the fand. The moment they are at li- 
berty, the ftrongeft make towards the water, and the 
reft mount upon the back of the mother, who carries 
them fafely to it. " But the moment they arrive at the 
water (fays a late authentic traveller) all natural con- 
nection ceafes : when the female has introduced her 
young to their natural element, (he and the male be- 
come among the number of their moft formidable ene- 
mies, and devour as many of them as they can : % the 
whole brood fcatters into different parts at the bottom, 
and by far the greateft number are deftroyed.'* 

This animal is not only an enemy to its own fpecies, 
but is at univcrfal enmity with all other living creatures. 
Man is its profelTed foe, and kills it to prevent its de- 
predations, as well a9 to eat it. Indeed its flefh is but 
indifferent food, though the eggs are deemed great de- 
licacies, and are fought after with avidity, not only by 
man, but by many beafts, and birds of prey. The 
vulture is particularly fticcefiful in deftroying its eggs, 
which they effect by the following ftratagem : they 
hide thernfelves among the rufhes and (hrubs about the 
banks of thofe waters where the crocodile inhabits ; 
then watching till (he has depofited her eggs, they go 
to the place as foon as (he retires, fcratch away the 
fand, and feaft upon the fpoil. At other times, when 
they have not difcovered a crocodile's neft, they are 

equally deftructive to the young fry as they run to die 
water. 

The ichneumon, or rat of Pharaoh, is another terri- 
ble enemy to the crocodile fpecies, as it deftroys both 
*ggs and young fry with great avidity. On account of 
this peculiar excellency, as the inhabitants of this coun- 
try have a juft right to efteem it f together with the reft 
of its perfections, for it is equally deilruaive to came- 
hons, fcrpents, frogs, rats, mice, and moft obnoxious 
animals and reptiles that it it able to matter, the ancient 
Egyptians deified it, and held it in the utmoft venera- 
tion. This animal, with refpect to (hape and colour, 
"fembics a badger.. It has a fnout like a hog, with 
winch it routs up the earth and fand , the nofe is pro- 
minent, and the cars Qiort and round. It is of a ycllowifh 

S at ? l * V mcs ' CXCC P C whcn an 8 r y 1 but if pro* 
an* u ? r,ftlcB u P its I*"" like a porcupine, and then 
appears of two colours, which are white and yellow, 

h e r Un in drftinct breaks. The legs arc black, the 
wi long, and the tongue and teeth like thofe of a car. 

1 is an amphibious creature, can bear to remain under 
W4icj much longer than Use otter, and is bold, active, 
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and nimble t but that it creeps down the throat of the 
crocodile, and knaws its interlines, is entirely fabulous, 
and was one of the errors of oral information, when 
conjectures were relied on more than facts, and com- 
mon report believed without having recourfe to experi- 
ments. 

The Chriftians ride upon affes, through the compul- 
(ion of the Turks* The hippopotamus, or river horfc* 
an amphibious animal, refembling an ox in its hinder 
parts, with the head like a hor/e* is found in Upper 
EgyP c - The animals of this country feem to partake 
of the fecundity of the foil, as they are remarkably 
prolific. 

In Egypt there are birds of various kinds, as the 
oftrich, the eagle, the hawk, the pelican, the flamingo, 
the ftork, the wild goofe, 6cc. &c. The moft remarka- 
ble are the following* 

The ibis is fo peculiar to Egypt, that it pines and dies 
away if carried out of that country, but is much efteem- 
ed for the great ufe it is of in deftroying certain noxious 
infects which the fouth winds bring from the defarts of 
Libya. 

The Egyptian ftork (which (bme have erroneoufly 
fuppofed to be the ibis) nas no voice, or at leaft makes 
no other noife than what is occafioned by its ftriking the 
under and upper chaps together very forcibly. There 
is one peculiar quality in the ftork which feems more 
forcible than in any other living creature, viz. an un- 
common degree of filial affection. The Angular vene* 
ration of this bird for its parent was obferved in the ear- 
lieft ages ; hence it was called in Hebrew chelidah, 
a word which implies companion and piety - t and in, 
Greek it was termed ftorge, which fignifies natural af- 
fection. From the latter it is probable that the Engliih 
word ftork came to us, through the medium of our 
Saxon anceftors. 

This bird has a long bill, and long reds leg, which 
are peculiarly adapted to the nature of its getting its 
prey ; for as it feeks for ferpents, frogs, Sec. in wet 
and marfhy places, its long legs ferve as ftilts ; and as 
it flies away with its food to its neft, its long bill, 
which is jagged, enables it to fecure it. It lays but 
four eggs, and fits only thirty days. Its filial piety has 
been the admiration of all ages, and drawn the attention 
of the moft: judicious and learned. One of the feven 
wife men, when Crcefus afked him which was the moft 
happy animal, replied, <c The ftork : becaufe (faid he) 
it performs what is juft and right by nature, without any 
compulfive law." 

The Egyptian pelican, with refpect to fize and (hape* 
refembles a fwan. Its colour, however, is not fo pure 
a white, nor is the beak fimilar, die latter being about 
afoot in length, and very thick, the colour blue and 
yellow, and the point (harp. The upper chap is formed 
like the fame part in moft other birds, but the lower is 
unlike any thing appertaining to the reft of the feathered 
race : it does not con fill: of one folid piece, but is com- 
pofed of two long flat pieces, connected by a membrane 
which extends to the throat, but is flabby and loofe, on 
which account it is capable of containing a vaft quantity 
of provifion. 

The oftrich is a very large bird, being ufually (even 
feet in height from the top of the head to the ground * 
but the neck itfelf is fo long, that it comprizes three of 
thofe feet. From the top of the head to the rump, 
when the neck is ftretched out in a right line, it is about 
fix feet j and the tail is twelve inches in length. The 
wings are exceeding ftrong, but at the fame time they 
are too Ihort to enable die bird to fly* though they ferve 
as fails, and aflift it to run with great expedition. The 
plumage is black, white, or grey : the large feathers at 
the extremities of the wings and tail are white, the 
others are black and white intermixed. The fides and 
thighs have no feathers, nor are there any under the 
wings. All the feathers cjf oft riches are as fofc as down. 
Dr. Brooke, in his Natural Hiftory, fays, " An oftrich 
is the molt greedy bird that is known, for it will devour 
leather, graft, bread, hair, metals, or any thing dfj 
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that is given him. However, he docs not digeft iron 
and ft ones, ;>s fome have pretended, but voids them 
whole. Thefe Jubilances enter into the gizzards A 
remaikable inftancc of this occurred in an oftrich be- 
longing to a Morocco ambafiador here* and intended 
as a prefent to the king's menagerie; I, among many 
others, went to fee i c> when it plucked off the bra Is 
fliell of a button from a gentleman's coat, and fwallow- 
ed it : a few days afterwards it fickened and diedj when, 
upon opening it, the button was found in the giizard* 

which it had gangrened." 

The lakes of Delta, near the fca, afford great quan- 
tities of nih, but not in great variety, there not being 
above feven or eight forts, two 6f which the Egyptians 
fait and fend in large (lores to Syria, Cyprus, and Con- 
stantinople. 1 he bed of the Nile being very full of 
mud and flirne communicates a muddy tafte to the 
frfh that feed in it. They have various methods of 
catching the fifh, but the molt curious and lingular is 
that with a bird. When the filhermen have G*t up their 
long nets, which they draw quite round, they let two 
tame pelicans fwim in the lake, having fattened a thread 
to their eye-lids, by means of which they can tie up 
their eyes during the whole filhery. The fifhermen are 
obliged to take this precaution, in order to prevent the 
birds from eating too many fifli. The pelican, having 
a ftrong fcent, purfues the filh around him, and the 
people on its fides prevent them from getting away by 
driving them into the nets. 

The dolphins, which are very numerous, efpecially 
in the Mendefian mouth, purfue the fifth, which makes 
them take refuge in little ponds full of weeds : as foon 
as they are got into thefe ponds they cannot efcape, be- 
eaufe the filherrr.en (hut up the entrance into the lake 
with nets. the filhermen, who reap fo great an ad- 
vantage from thofe purfuits of the dolphins, almoll 
look upon it as a miracle, and they are ignorant enough 
to take the dolphins to be fome good fpirits fent on 
purpofe to do them this fcrvice. 

There aic various kinds of reptiles here. The 
horned viper, fo called from having a kind of horns, is 
of excellent ufe in medicine. There is a fcrpent of 
great bulk called Thaibanne, and feveral forrs of afps, 
whofe poifbns have different effects, though finally all 
are mortal. There arc fwarms of gnats and mufquitos 
in the air and in the houfes, which greatly annoy the 
inhabitants. 

Having thus treated of the natural produftions of 
this country, wc (hall proceed toconfider it in a dillindt 
poinr of view, beginning, as propofed, with Upper- 
Egypi", or Thebais. 

SECTION III. 



UPPER EGYPT, or THEBAIS. 

THEBAIS, fo called by the Greeks from Thebes, 
its metropolis, is the molt fuuthcrn part of 
Egypt* next to Ethiopia, and nearly as large as all the 
reft, including the country on both fides the Nile down 
to Heptanomts. There were formerly in this part of 
Egypt a number of large and magnificent cities befides 
Thebes, Lycopolis, Abydus, Tcntyris, Hcrmonthis, 
Latopolis-, Coptos, Anteopolis, &c. &c. In thefe 

were temples of feveral deities, and tombs of their an- 
cient princes. 

Some late travellers inform us there are not only fe- 
veral obeli Acs and coloffufes ftill remaining heie, more 
beautiful than in Lower Egypt, hue pyramids higher 
than thofe near Cairo, with other ftupencfous works. In 
confirmation of this, a perfon of rank, who lately vifit- 
cd thefe parts, affirms, that the people of the counuy 
afllired him the funeral monuments in Thebais were 
innumerable, and furpalTed, in magnificence, thofe of 
Memphis and Alexandria. They added, that there 
were ftill to be fcen temples with columns of red gra- 
nite as large as that of Fompcy, and that the paintings 

within were not left remarkable. Th« fame pcrfbn ob- 



ferves further, that it cannot be doubted k . 
Upper Egypt contains amazing trealures bun i hat ** 
its ruins, as a captain lately difcoverrH . Und « 
with gold medals, of which he fcotd^Jf'? ^ 
great number. 7 " WJt "» uown a 

Sayd, fuppofed to be the ancient Egyptian TK . 

the finelt cities in tlie univerfe. 1 1 i s f a i,i u ? one °« 
fons who have vifited it, to be the moft cZlfT PCN 
curiofity now extant, containing vaft column. '/ ntl S«e 
and porphyry which lie half buried in f, ? lrbl » 
ftatues and obelilks of a prodigious fi» a g f ' and 
hieroglyphics. * 8 1,2C * adorne « with 

There are •manyothermagnificentremains of Th u 
but the moft remarkable ar: the colofTa ) n * bcs ' 
Memnon : they are made of a particular fo ^Tu of 

granite, which moft refembles the cagie'ftS," ° f ^ 



SECTION IV, 

MIDDLE EGYPT, d,st. NGU i SHBD by xhe Nmii| 

or HEPTANOMIS. " 4 

TflE appellation of Heptanomis alludes to the few™ 
-names or prefectures into which this part of 
Egypt was originally d.vided. Like the other s ? 
once con tamed extenfive and opulent cities, of "h c 

thlf ^a ° f n0tiCC " Me '"P'^. cel. Lata! 

thole aftomfhing monuments of antiquity thei.yra ni l 
or burial places of their icings. Thefe grand ob ' r 
curiofity have long attracted the attention of mJn of 
(peculation, and the accounts of travellers have been 
read with infinite delight. Thefe pyramid, are con- 

r,u ° n ^ at rld e e of rocks which is the boundary 
of Libya, and generally called the Pyramids of Giza 

They are about ao in number, but two of them have 
been principal objects of attention. Wc have reviikl 
the refptebve details concerning them, and prefent our 
readers with the following account, as related by a cha- 
racter eminent for rank and literature, and the moil mo- 
clem that can be obtained. He writes thus : " We 
left Giza about an hour after midnight, and ftarcelv 
had proceeded a quarter of a league before we per cived 
the tops of the two grand pyramids. We were hut thrre 
leagues from them, and the moon faonc on thimwirh 
full fplendour. They appeared like two pointed rocks, 
with their fummits in the clouds ; and the afpedof tVfe 
antique monuments, which have furvived nations, em* 
pires, and the ravages of time, infpired vencraiion, 

" We approached the pyramids, which, with afp<*& 
varying, according to the windings of the plain we tra- 
verfed, and the fituation of the clouds, became more 
and more difiincT. At half pad three in the morning 
we found ourfelves at the foot of the gieatrll. Wc left 
our cloaths at the door where it entered, and de 4 c micd 
each with a torch. We proceeded till we can.e to a 
place where we were obliged to crawl, to pals t .to the 
fecond entry, which correfponded to the (irlL We 
then afcended on our knees, fupporting oui I elves with 
our hands againli the fides, otherwise we were in dan- 
ger of Hiding precipitately down an inclining plai.e, the 
notches or Heps of which did not a (lord tvi lain foot- 
hold. We fired a piftol about the middle, the fearful 
noife of which was long reverberated among the cavi- 
ties of this immenfe edifice, and which a vakene*! thou- 
lands of bats, which were very large, that d.utin^ up 
and down, beat againli our hands and fac es, and ex- 
inguilhed feveral of our liahrs. When come to the 



ceuing. /v larcopnagus, cut from a uhk.mh m — » 
is placed at one end. It lias been violatetl hy oliiv, lor 
it is empty, and the lid has been loin off. hits ot 
earthen vales are fcattercd round. Beneath this cham- 
ber is a lefler one, where ii thg ciuranec of a cunuiuc 
full of rubbilh. u Mcf 
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« After examining theft caverns, Where the light of 

A*v never enters, and the (hades of eternal night grow 
S« thick and dark, we defcended by the way we came, 
raking care not to tumble into a weM which is on the 
left and reaches to the bottom of the pyramid. The 
air 'within this edifice being never changed, is fo hot 
and foul as almoft to fuffocate. When we came out we 
Were bathed in fweit, as pale as death* and -night have 
been raken for fpc<5tres rifing from the abyfs of darknefs. 

« Having eagerly bieathed the open air, and refrefhed 
ourfelves, wehaftemd to.fcale this mountain of man. 
Itiscompofcd of more than 200 layers of ftone, that 
recede in proportion to their height, which Is from four 
feet to two. Thefe enormous fteps muftall be mount- 
ed to arrive at the fummit, and this we undertook, be- 
ginning at the north-eaft angle; which is the leaft da- 
rnagecC but did not accbmpliih our tafk till after half 
an hour's fevere labour. 

" Day began to break, and the eaft gradually affum- 
cd more glowing colours. We fat enjoying a pure air, 
and a molt agreeable coolnefs. The fun-beams foon 
gilded the top of Mokkatam (a mountain which over- 
woks Grand Cairo) and foon rofe above it in the hori- 
zon. We received the firft rays, and beheld, at a dis- 
tance, the tops of the pyramids of Saccara, three 
leagues from us, in the PJain of Mummies. The ra- 
Did light difcovered every moment new beauties. The 
urds left the hamlets, the boats fpread their fails, and 
our eyes followed the vaft windings of the Nile. On 
the north were flerile hills, and barren fands ; on the 
fouth the fiver and waving fields. To the eaft ftood 
the ft nail town of Giza ; and the towers of Toftat, with 
the caftle of Salah Eddin, terminated the profpect. 
The univerfe contains not a profpecl: more variegated, 
more magnificent* or more awful. 

" Having engraved our names on the top of the py- 
ramid, we cautioufly defcended, for the deep abyfs lay 
before us : a piece of ftone breaking under our hands, 
or beneath our feet, would have eaft us down headlong. 

t% Once more fafe at the bottom, we made the lour 
of the pyramid, contemplating it with a kind of terror. 
On a near view it feems compofed of detached rocks ; 
but at 100 paces diftant the largenefs of the ftones is loft 

an the immenfity of the ftructure, and they appear very 
fmall." 

Many ttavellers and learned men, from the time of 
Herodotus, the Greek hiftorian, to the prefent date, 
have meafured the grand pyramid, and the difference 
of their calculations, far from removing, has but aug- 
mented doubt concerning it» A modern writer of re- 
pute fays that its perpendicular height is near 500 feet. 

The noble traveller before-mentioned obferves, that 
thole pei Ions who have pretended this pyramid was 
never finifhcd, hecaufc it is open, and is not coated, 
are millaken. That it was coated is proved by the re- 
mains of mortar ftill found in feveral parts of the fteps, 
and by the tertimony of Maillet, who vifited and exa- 
mmedit many times with all poflible care. 
- The fecond pyramid is about ten yards fouth of the 
hrlt. The architecture of it is much like the former, 
but it is greatly inferior in fize. 

i he thud pyramid is faid to exceed the others in the 
u-auty 0 f lls wo, Je.nanihip ; but the reft contain no par- 
ticulars worthy of defcription. 1 

Each pyramid has its catacombs (grottos or fubterra- 
'ff f for the burial of the mummies, or em- 
aln edbod.es.) The opening at the fide is hollowed 

a peiTon cannot de- 
"«nd into it without being let down by a rope. 

furfc ™ l 'i r Commcrce with the caftern world is now of 
0 COnCt i rn f l ? s 10 make every thing which relates 
!" i Jl!? r f or lefs interefting , and as tlTe land paflage 

every 

~ v , facili- 

object of public attention. By 
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ilirTllI V° W m ? rc fr ^q"entcd than formerly 

cVa^'V 11 ^ " thc NBh*ft degree, tend to 
tatt that paffage ,s an objedt of public attention. „ y 

f \\^ UOn thcrc f orc ™ ^iturc travellers, we infert 
flowing narrative refpefting one of shtfc cata- 



way of 
thc 

«utnbs. 



The* celebrated AaAon Hill, when in Egypt, had 
the curiofity to examime a catacomb. He was accomV 
panied in his expedition by two other gentlemen, and 
conducted t>y a guide, who was one of the natives of 
the country. They at length arrived at the fpot, and 
without taking notice of fome fellows who were fattn- 
tering about the place, defcended by ropes into the 
vault* I*Jo fooner were they let down, than they were 
prefented with a fpettacle which (truck them with ter- 
ror: Two gentlemen apparently ftarved to death, lay 
before them: One of thefe victims had a tablet in his 
hand, on which was written, in pathetic language, the 
(lory of their lamentable fate. It feems they were bro- 
thers of rank and family in Venice, and having in the 
courfe of their travels entrnftcd themfelves with on* of 
the natives, for the purpofe of vifiting the infide of the 
catacomb, the perfidious villain had left them there to 
perilh. 

The danger to which Mr. Hill and his friends were 
expofed, jnftantly alarmed them. They had fcarcely 
read the fhocking tale, when looking up, they beheld 
their inhuman guide, aflifted by two others, whom they 
had feen near the fpot, clofing the entrance into the 
vault. 

i 

They were now reduced to the utmoft diftrefs 5 
however, they drew their fwords, and wefo determined 
to make fome defperate effort to refcue themfelves from 
a fcene fo truly dreadful. With this refolution they 
were groping about at random in the dark, when they 
were ftartled at the groans of fome one feemingiy in the 
agonies of death. They attended to the difmal found, 
and at length, by means of a glimmering light from the 
top of the catacomb, they faw a man juft murdered, and 
a little beyond they difcoveied his inhuman murderers 
flying with the utmoft precipitation. They purfued 
them immediately, and though they were not able to 
come up with them, they however had the pood fortune 
to reach the opening through which thefe wretches 
efcaped out of the cavern, before they had time to roll 
the ftone on the top of it. Thus Mr. Hill and his 
friends were by a miracle faved. 

This memorable circurr.ftanre will, without doubt, 
be almoft uppermoft in the mind of the oriental tra- 
veller and while he is imprefled with horror at the 
bafenefs and cruelty of the tranfaction, it will at t^e 
fame time quicken his own caution, and be the beft 
guide to his conduct. 

At a fmall diftance from thefe pyramids, and about 
a quarter of a mile from the river, is a monflrous figure 
called a fphynx, the face of which reprefents that of a 
beautiful woman, and the body that of a lion. This 
extraordinary figure is faid to have been the fepulchre 
of king Amafis. 

This fphynx is one entire done, fmoorh and polifhed, 
and was cut out of the folid rock; Travellers difTer 
with refpett to the dimennons of this figure, but thc 
moft juft appear to be thofe given by Dr. Pocock, who 
fays, the lower part of the neck, or beginning of the 
bread is 33 feet wide, and 20 thick to the back ; and 
thence a large hole in the back 73 feet; and from 
thence to the tail 30 feet. Befides the above-mentioned 
hole in ^e back, there is another on the top of thc 
head, by which it is conjectured the pried s entered it to 
deliver their oracles. The Egyptians hicroglyphically 
reprefented a harlot by a fphynx, having the amiable 
face of a woman, and the rapacious ltrength of a 
lion. 

The following obfervations may frrve to explain the 
origin and meaning of the Egyptian hieroglyphics- 
Ideas were fir ft conveyed by emblems, or pifturefque 
representations of things. This being the fir ft method 
of writing, it was generally underftood by every one 1 
but when characters were introduced inftead of pictures, 
thefe emblems became at length unintelligible. In 
procefsof time, the priefts of the Egyptians, to keep 
the mylleries of their religion from the knowledge of 
the common people, ufed hieroglyphics, or facred cha- 
rafteri, as thc term or phrafc import*, being a com- 

(pound 
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pound of two Greek words, the one fignifyingTacred, 
and the other to engrave or carve. 

M.iny of the poor in Egypt are maintained by being 
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When 
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ful, they make a final 1 well of about three feet broad, 
find 1 6 or 18 feet deep; into which one with a torch 
in his hand is eafily let down by a rope. At the bottom 
is a four-fquare paffage, but fo low, that they mult (loop 
to go in. At the end of this, they come to the four- 
fquare vaulted repofitory, 24 feet every way, in which 
are tables cut out of the fame rock, whereon the bodies 
are placed in cherts or coffins of wood or ftone, on 
which are certain hieroglyphic characters. 

The mummies, or bodies themfelves, are embalmed 
with fpict s and bitumen ; but the chefts or coffins 
wherein the mummies lie, and the winding fheets in 
which they are wrapped, are richly gilt, ftreaked with 
various colours, and curioufly ornamented with hiero- 
glyphics. 

The methods taken by the antient Egyptians to pre- 
ferve the bodies of the dead are thus defcribed bv a 

m 

late traveller: lc In the preparing them, (fays he) to 
keep them from pntre fiction, they drew out the brains 
at the noftrils, and fupplied their place with preferva- 
tive fpices : then cutting up the belly with an Ethio- 
pian ftone, and extracting the bowels, they cleanfed the 
infide with wine ; and fluffing the fame with a compo- 
fition of Caftia, myrrh, and other odours, clofed it 
again. The poorer fort of people effected the like with 
bitumen, and the juice of cedars, which, by the ex- 
treme bitternefs, and drying faculty, not only imme- 
diately fubdtied the caufe of interior Corruptions, but 
have preferved them uncorrupted above 3000 years." 

Among the catacombs is one for particular birds and 
animals, which is much more magnificent than the 
others. Thefe creatures were worlhipped by the an- 
tient Egyptians, who fo highly reverenced them, that 
when they happened to find them dead, they embalmed 
them, wrapped them up with the fame care as they did 
human bodies, and depofited them in earthen vafes, co- 
vered over and (topped clofe with mortar. 

Near the city ot Memphis was a famous building 
called the Labyrinth, which, according to Herodotus^ 
was built by twelve Egyptian kings, when Egypt was 
divided into that number of kingdoms, and confided of 
twelve palaces, regularly difpofed, that had a commit- 
nication with each other. Thefe palaces contained 
three thoufand rooms, half of which, interfperfed with 
terraces, were ranged round the halls, and difcovercd no 
outlets ; the other half were under-ground, cut out of 
the rocks, and defigned for the fepulchres of the kings. 
The vhole building was covered with ftone, and adoined 
with the fineft fepulchres. The halls had an equal 
number of doors, fix opening to the north, and fix to 
the fouth, all encompafied by the fame wail; and at 
the angle where the labyrinth ended flood a pyramid, 
which was the fepulchre of one of its founders. 

This building is called the Labyrinth from its many 
windings, and the difficulty thofe who entered it, found 
in getting our again. The term is often ufed metapho- 
rically to fignify perplexity, or embarrafiment*) 

The lake Maris, in this part of Egypt, has been 
deemed as extraordinary jmd worthy of notice, as the 
labyrinth. Writers differ much in their defcription of 
this lake. Some have allowed it an immenfe circum- 
ference, while others have contracted its bounds. 
Whatever may have been its former fame, it feems 

now to be involved in the general dcclenfion of the 
country. 



SECTION V. 



LOWER 



LOWER Egypt received the appellation of Delta 
from in triangular form, or rcfcmblance of the 
fourth capital letter in the Greek alphabet It extended 

2 



by the arms of the Nile, but alfb mUt eo fa? W** 
andna with its dependencies to the weft a r ! ' x * 
and Auguftamnica, with fome other terri^T afiotis 
Arabia, to the eaft. * territories towards 

The Delta is admirably fituated for aericulfii l 
ing continually watered by machines condrX A 7" 
Nile, and the canals cut through it Thi r h °" the 
Egypt abounds with rice, barley, and winter fr^^.f 
fruitful plains, and ever running ftreams eondiV, s 
tify the eye and the mind. Befides AlexS t ^ 
which we fhallfpeak hereafter) there were fcS^° f 
in this part, but little more is known at prefect t of 
than th-ir names. 1 nt 01 tf *m 

On Mount Cafius was a town of the f lr ,e 
Strabo fays it had a magnificent temple/ but fcSJj 
chiefly remarkable for containing the fepulchre of P 
pey, who was buried on this fandy hill, which run.?!*" 
the fea, and feems to be the place now called by m 
ners, Tenere. It was near this place that Pompey ^ 
treacheroufly murdered by command of Ptolemy u 
was buried by Cordus a Roman foldier; and aAmcib 
monument was afterwords creeled to his memory whirl 
was repaired and beautified by the emperor Adrian 1 
With refpect to the ancient ftate of Egypt, we W 
only to obferve, that, according to Diodorus Siculm 
it originally contained a vaft number of cities, the chif 
of which was Thebes. Memphis fucceeded Thebes 
and at laft Alexandria to Memphis, as Cairo has fmce 
done to Alexandria. We Ihall treat of the two la '1 \ n 
the next Section, when we confider the prefent Hue of 
Egypt. 

SECTION VI. 

Defcription of the chief Cities and Places of note in Egypt. 

✓^IRAND Cairo, called by the Arabs Mi ffir, isfuna- 
VJ ted on the right fide of the Nile, about half a 
league from the river, and divided into uo towns, rhe 
old and the new. It has feveral fquares, fuftuicmly 
fpacious to invite, and deferve decoration ; luch as the 
fquare of Laifbequia, that of Romelia, and that of the 
Great Molque, named Sultan Ha flan. There isacon- 
fiderable dome over this grand edifice. Irs cornice, 
grotefquely fculptured, projects confukrably; and its 
front is faced with the fineft marble. The #.ifes are 
now walled up, and guarded by janiflaries. The i"<p:ares, 
which become ponds in the time of inundation, arc 
gardens the reft of the year. They arc flowed over in 
September, and covered with flowers and veidure in 
April. 

The ftreets of Cairo are narrow, ill contrived, and 
fo winding, that it is impoftible to follow their direr.lion 
amid ft the multitude of houfes which Rand crowd in;; on 
each other. In this city there are near 1000 moimits. 
The greater part of them have minarets, whit h arehiirh 
fteeples of flight architecture, and furrounded by galle- 
ries. From thefe minarets, at dated -"hours, puhliv 
criers call the people to prayers. Many hundied voice-* 
maybe heard at one and the fame time, thus lummon- 
ing the inhabitants to their religious duties. r l lie Turks 
have recourfe to this method, from their aveifiontothc 
noifc of bells, which they reprcfent as oflVnfive to the 
ear, unmeaning, and only nt for beads of burthen. 

The cattle of Cairo is fituated on a rocky lull, ana 
furrounded by walls, on which are ftrong towers. Be- 
fore the invention of gunpowder, this was a confidei able 
fortrefs, but being commanded by rhe nei<\hhounrn; 
mountains, it would now very foon be demohlhed ny 
the fire of a battery. , e 

In this caflle are included the palaces of the fultans 01 

E 

Do 
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Sgvpt, now almoft buried under their own nnns. 
3o'mes fubverted, gilding and pictures involve*) m 

,,uu;n, 1 - ~r kL uMrl-wmr capitals «•'* 



rubbifh, and columns of marble without car 
remaining tokens of its ancient grandeur. 
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The palaces have nothing remarkable in their exte- 
rior appearance. Indeed, the pacha, who is reprefen- 
tative of the Grand Seignior, is but a mere phantom of 
power, having, in no refpecl:, a will of hit own, but be- 
ing entirely fubje<5t to controul. 

There is a mint in Cairo, where they coin a great 
quantity of medins and fequihs, ftruck with the die of 
Chiek Elbalad, the moft powerful bey in the city, who 
is vefted with the right of coining. 

Among the xruriofities of this caftle is Jacob's Well, 
funk in the rock 280 feet deep, and 42 feet in circum- 
ference. It has two excavations. A ftair-cafe, with 
an eafy afcent, is carried round. The partition which 
feparates this ftair-cafe from the well is part of the rock, 
left only fix inches thick, with windows cut at intervals 
to give light but as they are fmall, and fome low, it 
is necefiary todefcend by the light of candles. There 
is a refervoir, and a level fpace, at that part of the well 
where it takes a new direction. 

The whole of Grand Cairo is feen at one view, and, by 
means of its multitudinous mofques and minarets, lofty 
pyramids, and fruitful fields, interfperfed with verdant 
groves, affords a moft beautiful landfcape. The ftrcets 
are peftcred with jugglers and fortune-tellers. One of 
their favourite exhibitions is their dancing camels, which, 
when young, they place upon a large heated floor. 
The intenfc heat makes the poor creatures caper, and 
being plied all the time with the found of drums, the 
noife of that inftrument fets them a dancing all their 
lives after. 

As every Muflulman is under a religious injunction 
of making, at leaft once in his life, a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, in the grand caravan, which, in raft, is no 
other than an aflbciation of merchants and travellers 
bound to the fame country, and thus united for their 
defence againft the attacks of the wandering Arabs, 
we deem it proper to give an account of the fame. The 
caravan fets out from Cairo once a year, and is one of 
the moft fplendid and numerous cavalcades in all the 
eaft. The number of thofe which compofe die caravan 
feldom amounts to lefsthan 40^000 but it is oftentimes 
much greater, in times of peace and plenty, when the 
comma ce is not obftru&ed : for the fe caravans join to 
their devotions a confidcrable trade, and return home 
laden with the richeft goods from Peifia and India, 
which come to Gedda by the Red Sea, and are thence 
conveyed to Mecca ; and this, joined to the richnefs 
of the prefents carried there, makes it neccfTary that 
they mould be attended by a fufficient guard. With 
this view a draft is always made of all the belt troops in 
tgypt to efcort them 5 at the head of which is the. Emir 
Hadge, or prince of the pilgrims, who has the power 
ot life and death over the whol* caravan. The cere- 
mony of his fettingouton this expedition from Cairo is 
very magnificent: the camels are ail ornamented ; and 
the lum total belonging to the Emir Hadge amounts 
103000; but the reft is beyond computation. 

inole camels are moft magnificently adorned which 
are made choice of to carry the prefents to Mecca, efpe- 
cia !y that which carries the great pavilion called Mah- 

XhU Tf™ B u f M^™' and Cham's tomb, 

KiK ; * vi ™ °/ thc houfc 6f Mccca * cin & cm - 

c 3 d .T n '^ Wlth a P°" ico around »■ He is 
f that norhs " C r C W 4t comes down to'hia feet, 
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ns at Mount Araflut, 

from whence they march on to Mecca, where the Emir 
Hadge puts up the new grand pavilion. The toy of 
the caravan is confined to ia days, in whidi time a 
great and rich traffic is carried on between the pilgrims 
and their followers from all parts* and then the Emir 
Hadge gives his fignal for departure. On their return 
to Cairo the gieateft feftivities are made, and each per- 
fon is honoured with the title of hadge, or pilgrim, be- 
fore his own name. 

Not with (landing the great numbers which compofe 
thefe caravans, there have been inftances of their being 
attacked, plundered, and carried into captivity by the 
Arabian freebooters. 

The port of Boulac, the place where all the mer- 
chandize coming from Damietta and Alexandria is 
landed, is about a. mile and a half from Grand Cairo. 
It contains grand baths and exten five okals. Thefe 
okals are-fquare buildings, including a large court with 
a portico, over which is a winding gallery. The 
ground floor is divided into jfpacious magazines, and 
the rooms above have neither furniture or ornaments* 
Here ftrangcrs live and depofit their wares. Thefe 
okals may be faid to be the only inns in Egypt : but ail 
ftrangers mud; provide their own furniture and food, ic 
being impoflible to procure a dinner ready drefled on 
any confide ration. Thoufands of veffels, of various 
forms and fizes, may be feen riding at anchor in this 
port from the fronts of the houfes. The opulent refort 
to this place to enjoy the cooling breeze from the Nile* 
and the delightful profpeel: of the variegated landfcapes 
which its banks prefent. 

Before we leave Grand Cairo, it may not be improper 
to take notice, that, in the villages about it, the iriha^ 
bitants have a method of hatching chickens in oven*, 
which is alfb practifed in many other parts of EgypiC 
As this is a matter of a very fingular nature, we mall 

be a little particular in defending the means by which it 
is effected. 

The feafon for executing this bufinefs is from January 
to April, when the weather is tolerably temperate, The 
ovens are under ground in oppofite rows, with a gallery 
or pafiage between them j and they are raifed one above 
another, with holes at top, as are like wife in the pafc 
fages, which they open or flop, as they;would have the 
heat increafed or diminished. The fuel that heats theita 
is dung and chopped ftraw, which makes a fmotheriflft 
fire. They continue to heat them gently eight or tea 
days together, and then bring the eggs from the lower 
cells, where .they are laid in heaps,- and fpread>thcm iir 
the upper apartments, fo as only to cover ithe floor 
fingly. After this the bufinefs is to turn them every 
day, and keep a moderate fire in a channel that runt 
along the mouth of the oven j and, indeed, the art 
confifts chiefly in giving the ovens a proper degree of 
heat, neither too much or too little, for in either cafe 
the labour would not fucceed. Their general rule is, 
that the eggs be ncveMrnade hotter than a man canbear 

Jm to hatch in about; 
three weeks ; at which time it is very ehtertainirtg to feq 
fomecf#he chickens iuft putting forth their heads, other* 
half out of the Ihelf, and other* quite free. Thunder 
occafions 'abundance of eggs to mifcarry j- and at beft 
many chickens want a claw, or have fome defect that i g 
uncommon in the natural way. Mn Greavens tells ut, 
that thc fire in the upper ovens, whan the eggs are in 
the lower, is thus proportioned : the firft day the greateft 
fire, the fecond lefs, the third lefs again, the fourth 
more than the third, the fifth lefs, the fixth more thai* 
the fifth, the feventh lefs, thc eighth more, the ninth 
none, the tenth a litde in the morning. The eleventh 
they.clofe all thc holes with flax, &c. making nomoro 
fire, for if they fliould the eggs would break. Thua 
7 or 8000 are hatched in a fliort time. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that the fame experiment has been made,' with 
fuccefs, in Italy, and other parts of Europe : though it 
muft alfo be obferved, at the fame time, that the birda 
tints produced by art, cannot claim an equality, ia 
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Between thefc ports the prelent city J s fitUate . 



natural 



way. 

The Iftand of Rhoda, which lies between Old Cairo 
and Giza, and where .the Nilometer (lands,, as before 
mentioned, affords a pleafing view, from the attentive 
fields of wheat, Mar., and beans, intermingled with 
groves of dates, fpr the fpace of a league. 

The following concife defcripuon of this ifland, and 
narrative of a circum^ a rice that befrlan authentic tra- 
veller, to whom ve are intebt^d tor fevcral curious 
paflages, we prcfurre, will afford entertainment: we 
(hall, therefore^ pr< fent ther in his own words. 

u I walked thiotigh the ifland, which is one vaft gar- 
den, furrounded by th- watery of the Nile; Wails, 
bread high, protect irs bnriks from the Impetuous cur- 
rent. On one fide Old Cairo, the water-woiks and 
pleafure-houfes of the beys are feen \ on the other the 
pleafant town of Giza. The governor, who rcfides 
here, exacts a tribute from thofe who vifit the pyra- 
mids out of curioflty. 

u Loft in agreeable meditation, I entered a grove 
of tamarind, orange, and fycamore trees, and enjoyed 
the frefh air beneath their thick foliage. A luminous 
ray here and there penetrated the deep (hades, gilding 
a fmall part of the fcene. Plants and flowers lcented 
the air. Multitudes of doves flew from tree to tree, 
undifturbed at my approach « Thus abandoned to the 
delights of contemplation, and indulging thole delicious 
feniations the time and place infpired, I in caution fly 
proceeded towards the thickeft part of the wood, when 
a terrifying voice fuddenly exclaimed, <( Where are 
you going ? Stand, or you are dead." It was a (lave 
who guarded the entrance of the grove, that no rafli 
curioflty might difturb the females who rcpofed upon 
the verdant banks* I afterwards was given to under- 
(land, that the beys go there fome times with their wo- 
men, and that any over inquifuive ftrangcr, who Ihould 
wander there atfuch a time, would rifle the immediate 
*■ lofs of his head. It appears from hence, how neceflary 
circumspection is in a country where tht lead indifcre- 
tion may lead to death." 

Alexandria, fo died fiom the great conqueror of 
the world, fc, on divers accounts, highly worthy of 
notice, Egypt, previous to his conquer*, though 
happily fituated to extend its commerce over Europe, 
Africa, and the Indies, wanted a harbour, as it did al- 
io a fannCs. The hero beftowed on itthefc important 
advantages, by erefting the one| and forming the other 
in a complete manner. He raifed Alexandria to a de- 
gree of lp lendor even in its infancy > for by joining it 
to the Nile by a canal at once navigable and ufeful to 
cultivation, it became the city of all nations, and the 
metropolis of commerce. The rocky bottom, which 
extends along the coaft of Egypt, proves the Ifle bf 
Pharos to have been formed by the ruins of Alexandria. 
The near fliorc likewife confirms the truth of this ob- 
fervation j and the rolling of the waves continually dif- 
coven a number of ftones which have inferiptions on 
them, and are upon good ground fuppofed to be part 
of the remains ofthis ancient city. Its ruins afford a 
teftiroony of its former fpiendor, and are de%ided by 
the fame walls that once defended its induftry and riches, 
and ftill prefent a matter-piece of ancient architecture 
The Ptolemies all contributed to the magnificence of 
this city. Within its walls were the mufeum, that 
afylum of the leaaned, groves, edifices worthy of royal- 
ty, and a temple where the body of Alexander, in a* 
.golden coffiu, htd been dc policed. . 

The gJoryof Alexandria fell, together with that of 
Egypt in general, in the fifteenth century, when the 
country was leized on by the Turks j though in its de- 
cline it (till preierved an air bf grandeur and magnifi- 
cence which excited admiration. 

Modern Alexandria, or, as it is called by the Turks, 
Scandaroon, is a place of fmall extent, but of con fid era- 
ble commerce, owing to its fituatton. , It has two pores, 
the old And the new, the former being the rcfort of 
Turkifli vends only, the Utter of European in general. 



oves now 



up with mud and fand. The dream only ' t f W * 1 
about the end of Auguft, and there is fcarcdv fi!£ 
time to fill the refe, vojrs and citterns of the town V; 
lands it once made fruitful are now become d f 
and the gioyes ai d gardens about Alexandria have dif 
appeared with the fti earns that watered them 

Notwithflanding thu general decline, the ciflerns a,' 
Alexandria, vaulted with great art, which were h! i 
under all parts of the city and its numerous aqueduct 
are almoit entire, though they have remained 4^ 
yeais. ' * JXj 

Towards the eaftern part of the palace are the > • 
obellfks commonly called Chopatra's Needles On ' V ° 
thrown down, broken, and covered with fand- th* 
other £1 ill refts on its pcdcltal ; each cut fi om one final* 
(tone, is about fixty-three feet high, and feven fcimie 
at the bafe. 1 L 



A Conntlnan column, large and magnificent, fhnd 
ing about a quarter of a league from the fouth mtr 
particularly attracts the attention of travellers. It \\ 
majeftic beyond conception, and ferves as a fignal for 
mariners at fea. Travellers, and men of literature 
have made many fruitlefs attempts to difcover to whom 
it was dedicated, and they have differed in their opi- 
nions. Some afcribe the dedication to Pompey, fome 
to Vefpafian, and otheis to Seveius. Ic is known 
however, by the name of Pompey's Pillar. ' 

Near Cleopatra's canal are fome catacombs, which 
confift of fevcral apartments cut in the rocks on each 
fide of an open gallery. The catacombs extend above 
a mile to the weft, and there are a great number of 
them by the fea fide* The moft remarkable are thofe 
towards the farther end of the canal, being beautiful 
apartments cut out of a rock, with niches in many of 
them large enough. to ;ontain the bodies, and adorned 
on each fide with Doric pil afters. 

^ The inhabitants of Alexandria are compofed of 
Turks, Copts, Greeks, and Armenians. There are 
likewife great numbers of Jews, molt of whom are fo- 
reigners, and natives of Conftantinople, Lifbon, or 
Leghorn, Europeans in general go under the denomi- 
nation of Franks. The following droll anecdote re- 
fpecting the impofition of the Turks on the Franks, i* 
related in a letter from a perfon refident fome years in 
Alexandria, to a friend in England. 

" There is a large open fpot in Alexandria where the 
Franks recreate themfelvts. On the north fide of this 
place is a ftand of afles, ranged in rows, with each afsa 
driver. Thefe are Kt out to ride, and the driver runs 
behind his be aft, and, with a Ihort flick, makes him go 
pretty faft. It is pleafant enough to obferve the Euro- 
pean failors when they con e on fhore, and happen to 
ftroll to this place. Thediivers in an inflant trinp 
their affes in a ring round the failors, and impoitune 
them to ride. The failors, not understanding them, 
fall to curfinfr and fwearing at being fo hedged in. At 
length the drivers put the poor tars by force on dinr 
beads, and drive them about half a mile and back again, 
and then infift on their fare*. 

Rofetta, called Rafchid by the Arabs, is future;! «n 
the Meft fide of the Nik?, on the ancient Holbiim? 
branch. It is nearly a league in length, and out fourth 
as wide. The only remarkable public edifices are the 
mofejues, the lofty minarets of which aie built on a bow 
(tile, and produce a JjictureTque effect. Moil nt the 
houfc 
afFords 
abound 

promifc 

renders the groves enchanting. .... 

Commerce is the fource of the wealth of Roieiu. ' * 
tranfportation of foicign merchandize to Cairo, ami * 
the production of Egypt to Alexandria, fiivei cm r ,n >" 
ment to a great number of mariners, Ryfctt* 
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carr ies. uhic» — „ * 7 , ' ~. » 
lrrr» or diftorbs the grave walk of the inhabitants. 
This cicy has a manufaaory of cloth. The flax of 

the country is long, flexible, and Alky* and would 
make very fine linen, did they know how to work it ; 
but the fpinners are very inexpert j their thread is 
coarfe hard, and unequal. The cloth, when bleached 
in the dew, is for table linen ; the rclt, when dyed blue, 
clothes the common people . • 

There are here, at this day, a ftrange fpecies of 
men, called p/ylli, or Terpen t-eaters. It appears from 
ancient hiftoiy, that many of them were in Egypt in 
the nine of Cleopatra 5 for O&avius C^far, defirous 
that the captive queen fliould grace his triumph, and 
chagrined to think that haughty woman would efcape 
by death, commanded one of thefe pfylli to fuck the 
wound the alp had made. His efforts* however, were 
vain , the poifon had pervaded the whole mafs of blood, 
nor could the art of the pfylli prevent her death. That 
thele ferpent-eaters ftill exift will appear from the fol- 
lowing nanative, in the words of a lace traveller. 

« The tcftival of Sidi Ibrahim, or our Lord Abra- 
ham, was held at Rofetta, and drew a vaft concourfe of 
people. A Turk permitted me to lee the procefiion 
from his houfe, where, feated at the window, I ob- 
feryed this novel fight with attention. The different 
traucs gravely marched in files, each preceded by their 
banners. The ftandard of Mahomet, Dor ne in triumph, 
followed, and dt tracked a prodigious crowd*. All were 
defirous to touch, kifs, or put it to their eyes ; and 
thofe who obtained this favour returned fatisfied. The 
tumult was renewed inceffantly. After this came the 
chieks, priefts of the country, wearing leather caps in 
the form of a mitre, and finging, as they flowly walked, 
the hymns of the koran. A few paces behind them I 
perceived a company of men, apparently frantic, with 
naked arms, wild eyes, and enormous ferpents in their 
hands, which twined round their bodies, and endea- 
voured to efcape. Thefe pfylli, feizing them forcibly 
by the neck, avoided their bite, and, rcgardlefs of 
their hifles, tore them with their teeth, and 'eat them 
alive, while the blood (breamed from their defiled 
mouths. Other pfylli ftruggled with them to force 
away the prey t the contention was who mould devour 
a living ft-penr." 

Damietta is fituated on the e after n fhore of the Nile, 
nearly oppofite Rofetta. Its inhabitants are numerous, 
and its kjuares, okals, or khans, as fpacious as thofe of 
Boulac. The houfes are pleafantly fituated; and various 
grand mofques, with lofty minarets, adorn the city. 
The public baths are elegant and convenient, and pro- 
duce very falutarv effeBs. The port is filled with vef- 
lels, and a con fiderable trade is carried on here. The 
finrftriceof Egypt is cultivated in the neighbouring 
Piams; and its annual exportation is fuppofed to 
be between two and three hundred thou fa nd pounds. 
1 here are litarife cloths, fal ammoniac, and wheat. 
I he law prohibits the exportation of the latter, but it is 
tvadert, and the wheat is paired as rice. 

The harbour of Damietta is not convenient, for the 

2fe VeWl . ,icbtin 8 t0tall y expofed to every 
and \tt manners are obliged to flip their cables, 

anc ukc refuge at Cyprus, or keep the orJen fcas. Da - 
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Suez is a confiderable fea-port orv the ifthmus which 
bears its name, and advantagcoufly fituated for carry- 
ing on commerce with Cairo,- from whence the inhabi- 
tants get all the neceftaries of life. Water is very fcarce 
here. Though it is braekifh (being obliged to fetch 
it from a .place nine miles off) they purchafe it at 
a very dear rate. The houfes, mofques, quays, ma- 
gazines, and other public edifices, are compofed of a 
mod curious fort of ftone, confiding of a great number 
of /bells fo clofely united by nature as to be infeparable. 

Many attempts were made by the Roman emperors, 
and kings of Egypt, to cut a channel through the ifth- 
mus of Suez, and join the two feas together, but every 
attempt proved ineffectual. 



SECTION VII. 

T owns and Villages on the River Nile. 

# 

THE village of Deiir-Etiin, where there is a rnofque 
and a Copti convene, Hands to the fouthward of 
Old Cairo. The houfes here are almoft all buik of 
clay, and covered with reeds. 

The village of Dagjour is remarkable for containing 
in its neighbourhood many handfome -pyramids, as alia 
feveral fpacious mofques, 

Benefoef is fituated on the weftern fhore of the Nile: 

it is a kind of a capital, about ioo miles diftant from 
Cairo. 

To the north-eaft of this village is Mount Kobzim, 
at the foot of which (lands the convent of Sr. Anthony. 
This convent has no door, fo that the monks draw 
travellers up through the window by a pulley. This is 
a neceflary precaution agamft the Arabs. • The rules of 
thefe monks are very auliere, and their abftinence rigid } 
for they drink wine only on fome grand annual fcftiVals. 
They believe they po fiefs abfolute power over demons, 
ferpents, and wild beafts. They highly venerate the 
grotto of St. Anthony, an obfeure retreat dug in the 
mountain, where this father of monadic inftitunm 
lived as in a tomb, furrounded by datknefs and ctefarts. 

Not far from the convent of Sc. Anthony is that of 
St. Pa\fl, which the Copti call the Tiger Convent, from 
a fuppofition that thofe animals made the tomb of that 
faint. 

On the fame fide of the Nile with the village of Bene- 
foef is another called Monfalm. It is a fort of capital, 
whofe- mofques give it a beautiful appearance ; and it it 
the fee of 'a Copti bifhop. The adjacent country k very 
fertile, and abounds with a great variety of fruit trees. 

The village of Siouth contains feveral handfome 
mofques, and is the rendezvous of thofe who go with 
the caravan that fets out from hence to Nubia. This 
village is fituated about two miles from the river, in a 
very pleafant part of the country * and by the fide of it 
is a large lake, which is filled from the Nile by a canal, 
over which there is a bridge of three high Gothic arches. 

Aboutitemea is a large village on the fame fide 'of the 
Nile with Siouth, and has iome mofques. It it a 
bifhop's fee, and is fuppofed to be the Hypfele of the 
ancient* 

Farther up the Nile, on the eaft fide, is the village 
ofAkmin, which is very Urge, and adorned with feve- 
ral mofques. Here are the remains of two temples, 
confiding of (tones ao feet long, and 10 broad, all, of 
which arc painted, and full of hieroglyphics. On one 
(tone there is a Greek infeription of four lines, of which 
the firft and laft are almoft totally, and the others part- 
ly, defaced. The Copti have a convent here 4 and 
there is*alfo,an hofpttal belonging to the Conffrraatio 
de Propaganda. . ■ 0 * 

Girge, or Tfihirfche, which is the refidence of the 
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The village of Gau is fituated on the eaflern fide 
the Nile, and was once very large, bur a confiderable 
part of it has been waihed away by the overflowings of 
that river. 

About feven miles from Gau, on the fame fide of the 
Nile, is the village of Eridy, the rcfidence of a chiek 

of the fame name. 

In the mountains, near the village of Eridy, are 10 
or lafcpulchral caverns. There are alio many heaps 
of ruins, which, according to the report of the Copti, 
are the remains of the ancient town of Irgy. 

Dandera is a fmall village, but very plcafantly fitua- 
ted, being encompafled by continued rows of trees, 
which produce all the various fruits to be met with in 
Egypt. 

Nagadi is a large town, and, among other edifices, 
contains feveral fpacious mofques j and the Copti have 
a bi mop who conltantly refides here. 

Carnac is a name given to a vail extent of country to 
the eaftof the Nile, where are feen, in various places, 
fome very confiderable ruins of buildings that were once 
fpacious and magnificent. 

Elhay is higher up the river, and is a large place, 
adorned with a very handfome mofque. Il is the refi- 
dence of an Arab chiek, and is fituated where the an- 
cient Latopolis ftood fome remains of which are ftill 
to be feen. 

Edfu, or Etfou, is the ancient Apollinopolis, and is 
fituated on the weftern fide of the Nile. Here is a fine * 
monument of antiquity, well preferved, which has been 
long converted into a citadel, and now occupied* by the 
Wks. 

Elfouan is alfo fituated on the weftern fide of the Nile, 
and is the ancient Seyne, which was under the tropic 
of Cancer. It is at this place where the firft cataract 
of the Nile begins, above which is the I Hand Gicftret 
fell Heiff, the Philx of the ancients, which is a defarti 
andcruite covered with roclcs of granite. . The borders 
of this i Hand are cut in the form of a wall on die rock ; 
and within are abundance of colonades, buildings, : and 
other magnificent antiquities. 

AtT>eboude are the ruins of feveral grand edifices; 
as alio at Hindau, Shahdaeb, and TefFa, where Egypt 
pnds, and Nubia begins, ■ From hence up to Derri are 
many fmajl villages, in fomc ttf which are to b^ feen 
feveral ruins of antiquity. 

. .Deni is fiftiat^d on tfe'e, eaftern more of the Niie, 
near the place where. the river begins to direct its courfe 
towards the weft* It is inhabited by a race of people 
called Barbarins, who are a poor mifcrable tribe, . and 
live* chiefly by plunder. The flopc of the fhore of the 
• Nile here ; s covered in many places with lupines and 
radiihep, the feed of which for ves for. the pu>rpofc of 
mating oik . 

i The people ofDerri have frequent occafion to crofs 
the Nile, ih order to j»o.to Eflbuan, but as they have 
pot the convenience of :anoes, they fupply that deficien- 
cy by. various projects, the moft diftinguifhed of which, 
as defcribed by a modern writer, are as follow : " Two 
jnen fit upon a trufs of flraw,. while a cow goes before 
jVimming; one of chem.hold in one hand the tail of 
the cow, and with the other directs a cord fattened to 
ihe horns of the animal. • The other man, who is be- 
hind, fleers with a little oar, by means of which' he 
keeps a balance at the fame time." Another way is to 
crofs the river with camels loaded, in this manner: 
w A man fwims before, holding the bridle of. the fir ft 
.camel in his mouth j the fecond camel is fattened to the 
tail of the firit, and the third to the tail of the fecond : 
;a*other man, fitting on a trufs of (braw, brings up the 
<rcar, and takes care that the fecond and thiol camels 
follow in a row." A third way is this: M They* put 
themfcivei aftride upon a great piece of wood, after 
having placed their cloaths over their heads in form of 
.a turban. They alfo faftcn to it their nfftgaye, or dart : 
they afterwards makeufeof their arms as oars* and by 
jlhil meant they croft the river without much difficulty, 
or any danger from the crocodiles,*' 
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SECTION VIII. 

Perjons Drefs, bijpejitions. Government of FamiV 
Mode of Living, bemale Subordination jy } lei > 
Difeafes, , Marriage and Funeral CeremL^?**' 
the Egyptians. * c f 

EGYPT is inhabited by various nations , but M, 
Copts or Copti, are the real Egyptian f. t,lc 
delcended from the original inhabitants oftht ' * ,n * 
They are an ill favoured, bad lhaped, aZT^ 
effeminate people. 1 heir common dref. is a hi, , n? d 
which the men gird about them for convenbr, ^ 
they labour. The fuperior clafs of women 
of gauze over their taces, and a large black 'Jm^ 
cover their bodies. The veil of the others is t0 - 
thefhift, with window holes cut in it to fee thr^w 
Some of their bracelets are made of gold finely ioK' 
others of filver or brafs wire, and a common L 
manufactured of plain iron. The children in B ■ «.»! 
go naked. 5 crat 

In the fummer time the men wear a kind of loof- 
coat over a ihort wailtcoat, from which fills a mi r ,f 
breeches fome what like trowfers. They have a turban 
on their heads, and red flippers on their feet. 

The women wear a high crowned cap/ and loofc 
open jacket, under which is a kind of waiftcoat, with 
a double row of buttons. They have a petticoat which 
falls down to the ancles, and wear fandalsand clots on 
the feet. 6 

The Egyptians are. naturally indolent and effeminate, 
and all their enjoyment centers in luxurious indulgence! 
Thus, inactive, the fopha is the principal piece ofrurni* 
ture in an apartment. Their gardens hava. charming 
harbours and convenient feats, but not a fingle walk. 

. Each family forms a /late, of which the father is 
king or governor. The members of it, attached to 
him by the ties of blood, acknowledge, and fubmit 10 
his power. Before his tribunal fchehjdifputes are. brought, 
and his fentence terminating them, reftores peace and 
order. The . children am educated in the womens 
apartment, and do not come into the hall, cfpecially 
when ftrangers are there. A numerous pofterity often 
refides under the fame roof. The children and grand- 
children come and pay their common father a daily ti> 
bote of veneration and love. The pleafure of being 
loved and re fpedted , in proportion as age increafes* 
makes him forget he grows old. He is chearful, jocu- 
lar, and happy, in the bofom of his family. ;\Vhen h« 
dies they mourn his lofs, and mew every token of re- 
fpect for his memory./ . 

When viiacors come the mailer receives them withr 
otif many compliments, but in an endearing manner. 
His equals are feated befide him with. their legs eroflcd- 
His inferiors kneel, and lit upon their heels. People 
of dillin&ion are placed on a raifod fopha, whence they 

overlook the company. 

When every pcrfon is placed, the flaves bring pipes 
and coffee, and fet the perfume brazier in the middle 
pf the chamber, the air of which is impregnated Wilu 
its odours, and afterwards prefent fweermeats and flicr- 
bet; for the Egyptians hold wine in abhonencc. 
When the vifit is almoft ended, a 11a ve, bcaiing a filvcr 
plate, in which precious eflcnecs are burning, tfoc* 
round the company t each in turn perfumes the beard. 
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and afterwards fprinkles rofe- water on the head ana 
hands. This is. the lad ceremony, and the guells are 




meats, pigeons, 1 tun ca cucumoers, uciu 
and fruits. The roaft meats are cut fmall 
with the fat of the animal, feafoned with 
and done on the? coals. The gucfts ate 



carpet 
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t roun d thfe table. A flave brings water in one 
Tnd and a bafon in the other, to wafb. This is an 
indihWable ceremony, where each perfon purs his hand 
the difh, and wnerc the ufe of forks is unknown. 
It is repeated when the meal is ended. 

After dinner the Egyptians retire to the haaram, 
here they (lumber fome hours amidfl their wives and 
Children. A commodious and agreeable place of re- 
Dofe is luxury to them. The poor, having neither fo- 
pha or haaram, lie down on the mat on which they have 

dined. , . . 

In the evening it is cuftomary to go on the water, or 

breathe the freih air on the banks of the Nile, beneath 

the orange and fycamore fhades. About an hour after 

fun-fet fupper is ferved, confifting of rice, poultry, 

vegetables, and fruits, which are very falutary during 

the heats. They are moderate in their eating. 

Such is the manner in which the Egyptians ufually 
live. Their days are pafled in repeating the fame 
thw'g, without a wilh or thought beyond. 

A he Egyptian women are bowed down by rhe fetters 
offlavery, conce rned to fervitude, and have not the 
leaft influence in public affairs. Their empire is con- 
fined within the walls of the haaram, and the circle of 
their lives extends not beyond their own family and do- 
meflic duties. Their main object is to educate their 
children. Their molt fervent wifh is a numerous off- 
spring, as public refpect, and the love of their hufbands, 
are annexed to fruitfulnefs. Mothers in general fuckle 
their children, according to the law of nature, as well 
as that of Mahomet. 

Every domeftic concern, indeed, is the department 
of the women. They fuperintend their houfehold af- 
fairs, and prepare their own food, and that of their 
hufbands. 

I he women, according to the cuftom of the eaft, do 
not aflbciate with the men, not even at table, where 
the union of fexes produces mirtli and wit, and renders 
the fare more fweet. "When any of the great are dif- 
poled to dine with one of their wives, fhe has due no- 
tice of it, prepares the apartment, perfumes it with 
precious effences, procures the moil ddicate viands, 
and receives her lord with the utmofl attention and 
refpeft. 

Among the common people the women ufually 
ftand or fit in one corner of the room while the hufband 
dines, often hold the bafon for him to warn, and ferve 
him at table. Thou <h thus employed, the Egyptian 
women have much leifure, which they fpend among 
their (laves, embroidering fames, making veils, tracing 
defigns to decoi ate their fophas, and fpinning. Once 
or twice a week they are permitted to go to the bath, 
and receive female relations and friends. To bewail 
the dead is a duty they are permitted to perform. 

'I he Egyptian won en receive each others vifits very 
affectionately, and difplay, upon thofe occafions, both 
elegance and hofpitality. 

When a vifitor is in the haaram the hufband muft not 
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enter j it is the afylum of hofpitality which cannot be 
violated. '1 he Turkifh women go guarded by their 
eunuchs upon the water, and enjoy the charming 
profpefts upon the banks of the Nile. 



in this manner the Egyptian women, in general, pafs 
their lives. rheir duties are to educate their children, 
in permtend the concerns of their houfehold, and live 
retired with their family. Their pleafures are to vif.t, 
Rive entertainments, go upon the water, and to the 
a s Fo thefc may be added their attention to the 
am mi , a tills of females we (hall now delcribe. 



Thrvl, v/T C, , C, ?T Icnce ' il,ui a genius for poetry. 

fcHvJk J/T fc & aftd tulcs - m l ,rcfcnt « a11 
ioim L : ' r ,,C c . hl Sf wnwnenc of banquets. 1 laving 

S LJ t d ° rch ** r * dwing the feud, they defcend 

are a kind of pantomime*, difplaying the common 
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incidents of life. Ix>ve is their ufual fubject. Th 
action and countenances are very figniflcant, but they 
tend to convey obfecne ideas. 

As the minds of the ft women arc cultivated, their 
converfation agreeable, their langurge pure, and their 
poetry attractive, they are admitted into all haarams, 
to inftruct the women in thofe accompli fhments that are 
moft pleafing. In fine, their manner of recitation and 
deportment is fo captivating, that the Turks, dull as 
they are, and averfe to the arts, pafs whole nights in 
attending to their performances. 

The bagnios of Cairo are elegantly constructed, the 
apartments are fmnifhed with every accommodation, 
and the attendants equally expert and . obfsqiuous. 
Thefe baths are recommended as highly falutary* pre-* 
venting or exterminating rheumatilins, catarrhs, and 
thofe difeafes of the fkin which are occafioned by the 
wane of perfpiration. 

The women ate paflionately fond of the baths* whi- 
ther they goat leaft once a Week, taking with uherri 
flaves accuftomed to the office: The days of bathing- 
are feftive days among the Egyptian women : they deck 
themfelves magnificently, and, under the long veil and 
mantle which hide them from the public eye, wear the 
richeft fluffs. It is contrary to the laws of this country 
for men to pre fume to go into a bagnio on the day that 
the women bathej and, to prevent mi flakes, a fignal is 
hung up, and a man placed at the door- way. The 
Georgian and Orcadian women, whom the Turks pur- 
chafe for their wives, are elegantly attired j and though 
their luxury is hidden from the public, it furpalTes that 
of European women in their own houfes. 

The inhabitants of this country are (object to various 
difeafes from the natural effects of the climate. Cairo 
is commonly vifited by the plague once in three or four 
years, when it rages with incredible violence. Sore eyes 
is a general complaint, and blindnefs fo common, that 
Egypt has been pioverbially fliled The land of blindnefs. 
Scorbutic and leprous diforders are like wife veiy pre r 
valent here ; and many perfons are carried off by a dif- 
temper called Dem* al-Muyah, refcmbling the apo- 
plexy in its fymptoms. 

With refpect to the marriages of the Egyptian?,- they 
are not, as in Europe, permanent contracts. If a man 
is defirous of parting from his wife he goes before the 
judge, declares in his prefence he puts her from him, 
and, when the four months probation, enjoined by the 
law, are expired, he returns the wealth fhe brought, 
and the portion flipulated in the marriage contract; If 
they have children, the hufband retains the boys, and 
the wife rakes away the girls, after which they become 
free, and may marry elfewhere- The wife having re- 
course to the law, and proving real caufe of complaint, 
may break the chain ; but in this cafe fhe lofes her por- 
tion, and the wealth fhe brought to the houfe of her huf- 
band, though flie recovers her liberty. 

Matches arc made for the young men by the female 
relations. They meet moft of the maidens of the city 
at the bath, whom they perfectly defcribe, and the 
choice being made, the alliance is mentioned to the fa- 
ther of the female, the portion fpecified, and, if he 
confents, they make him prefents. The parties agreed, 
the female relations and friends of the virgin prepare her 
for the celebration of the nuptials, and the day is pafled 

in fcafting, dancing, ami finging fongs adapted to the 
occalion. 

The following day the fame perfons go to thejioufe 
of the bride, tear her, as it were, violently away from 
the arms of her afflicted mother, and triumphantly 
conduct Iut to the houfe of the bridegroom. The pro- 
ccfiion ufually begins in the evening} dancers go be- 
foie her j numerous flaves difplay the effects deftined to 
her ufe ; troops of dancing cirls keep time with fheir 
inftruments 1 matrons, richly cloathed, walk with ;i 
grave pace ; and the young bride appears under a mag- 
nificent canopy, borne by four flaves, fuflained by her 
mother and lifters, and entirely covered by a veil, em- 
broidered with gold, pearls, and diamonds, A lonjr 
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file of flambeaux illumine the : proceffion , »"^ he f ^; 
mai, in chorus, occaflonally Gng verfes in praiie ot the 

b tbl b *E. the houfe of the bride the wo- 
men and men repair to their feparate — , £ 
of the former being fo contrived that they - can Re 
palVes in the hall where the men are iff ambled 1 c 
Almai defcend and difplay their agility and ^rels n 

her wealth and elegance. The guefts having re red, 
the hufband enters the nuptial chamber, the : veil is re- 
moved, and, for the firft time, he beholds his wife 

Thel'e are the laws and ceremonies of marriage ob 
ferved among the Egyptians of rank i he nfc or 
dalles obferve the fame, but the paraphernalia arc no 
fo pompous. Nearly the fame ceremonies arc obieve 
among the Copts ; but they have a cuftom of betrothing 
young girls only fix or feven years old which is done 
by putting a ring on the finger. Permian is often ob- 
tained for her friends to educate her till (he arrives at 

years of difcretion. , , . 

We have already obferved that to bewail the dead is 
a duty allowed the women to perform. Diftrafted mo- 
thers are often feen round Grand Cairo reciting funeral 
hymns over the tombs they had itrewed with odoriferous 
plants. This cuftom was not unknown to the Romans, 
who had their funeral urns Itrewed with cyprefs. 

Belides the Copts, Egypt is inhabited by 1 urks, 
Arabs, Moors, Greeks, Jews, and Franks. The 
Arabs are a fwarrhy people, and live in tents. '1 he 
Turks retain ail their Ottoman pride and iniolencc, 
with their peculiar mode of dreis, to diflinguifti them 
from the reft of the inhabitants. The Jews wear blue 
flippers, the foreign Chriftians yellow, and the natives 
red. 

Among the inhabitants of Egypt there are two iorts 
of a peculiar kind. The fir ft aie called the Eftabhlhed 
Bedouins, and the latter the Wandering Bedouins. The 
former live in vi 11 ages, and are to be confidered as pea- 
Jantsofthe country: the latter occupy tents, and fhift 
their habitations for the convenience of pafture. They 
are reprefentcd in general as a people free from care and 
ilrife, averfe to worldly pomp and avarice, and happy 
in thofe enjoyments that refult from pure nature. 

From Kgypt came originally that vagrant race called 
Gypfies, which difperfed themfelves throughout Europe 
and Ana. Being banifhed Egypt, when* the occult 
fcience, or black ait, as it was called, was fuppofed 
to have arrived to great perfection, they found no diffi- 
culty to maintain themfelves by pretending to tell for- 
tunes and future events, and thereby gaining on the 
minds of the credulous of different nations. In our 
country this race is nearly extinct. 



SECTION IX. 

State of the Commerce of Egypt. Ravtuues. 



nean; the fal-ammoniac fen C- to divers parts of Furo 
the excellent flax, efteemed by the Italians; and j^' 
blue cloth which ck>thes, in part, the neig!,b, Mlr :°* 
nations; thefe are objects which muft render die h 
lance of tr.tde favourable to the Egyptian*. ' u 
The Abytfintans bring, them gold duft, elcpW * 
teeth, and other valuable at titles, whicJi thev exchan^ 
for their productions. The deaths, bad; 'arms, 
brought by European veflels, do not equal whatth<-y 
receive, fo that the balance is paid in Turktfh piaiW 
The copper kitchen furniture and furs vvhich the T UJ >^ 
fend to Alexandria, are below the amount of corn, 
lentils, coffee, and perfumes, they take back, niolt of 
which are paid for in ready money. 

Except Mocha and Mecca, where the Egyptians an- 
nually leave a great part of their fequins, all who trade 
with them bring them filver and gold. 

In many of the villages on the banks of the Nile the 
inhabitants are chiefly employed in making fal-ammo- 
niac. This fait is procured from the foot which arifcs 
from the burnt dung of animals that feed only on vege- 
tables: but the dung of thefe animals is only fit to°be 
burnt for ihat purpofe during the firil four months of 
the year, when they feed on frcfli fpring graf , which, 
in Egypt, is a kind of trefoil or clover ; for when they 
feed only on dry meat it will not do. The dung of oxen, 
buffalos, meep, goats, horfes, antlaflVs, at the proper 
time, is as fit as the dung of camels for this purpofe. 
The foot arifing from the burnt dung i b pi-t into gljft 
vefTels, and thefe veffcls into an oven or kiln, which is 
heated bv degrees, and at laft with a very ilrong lire 
for three fucceflive nights and days; after wh:ci 1; 
fmoak firft Ihews itfelf, and* in a fhort time, : he file 
appears, adhering to the glafles, and, bv decrees, cowv& 
the whole opening. The ghifles being brohert, the fait 
is taken out in the fame ftate and form in which it is Auc 
to Europe. 

Pebbles are here finely polilhed for fnufTboxes, han- 
dles for knives, &c. They are done by a wheel, like 
jewellery work, and are not to be rivalled anywhere. 
At Cairo red leather is made, and a better fort is pre- 
pared at Alexandria ; yet the latter is far inferior to that 
which is made in Morocco. 

The revenues ofE^ypt, when compared to the natu- 
ral richer of the country, and the dei'porifm of its go- 
vernment, are very inconfidcrable. It is faid that cVy 
amount to a million fterling, but that two third* of the 
whole is Ipent in the country. 

SECTION X. 

Government, Religion* end Language of the Egyftit'i < ; 



THE government of Kgypt may he hid to Li- cm.- 
ititiued of two parts, monareln.il and rcpuhli< an. 



The monarchial part is executed by a pnchi, appn-ntca 
by the Grand Seignior as his viceroy. The lepuhliai. 
bv the Mamaluke'V or Sanghcs. The app- IUimii <> 
Mamaluke is bellowed on children who, ca. rie.l « i ny 
merchants or banditti f.om Georgia, O.vallu, " ' 
and the various provinces of the Ortoman cmp.r.-, ■• • 
afterwards fold in Conftantinople and I a:i<>. 
grandees ofFgypt, who have a finnlar onum. ' ■» 




GYPT, in her declined ftate, without arts, (hip- t hem up ,n the.r I ^f ^' J "V el-'nt, can alone 

j ping, or mariners expert in navigation, cannot the.r dignities. I Ulc fo.e gncr iU e. 
i\ \hc Europeans in point of commerce. Their enjoy the title of Bey, and 1.1 dn. o J ^ 

H 1 ... ii T | K . y have the advantage ol a l l><.rai c ue 

taught the martial cxercilcs, ami named up 
hipl.cll tlepa. intents in the army or the-ltau . 

The fove.c'...nty of the pacha is merely nomm-ii. 
the be -,, orfangiL, at th head of proves - 

• ...v. II 'ill* ivui/Cf. I Wt.lHY |V/ . 



rival the Europeans in point 

greateft effort is an annual voyage to Mocha, where 
their veflels arc laden with codec of Yemen, the muflins 
and cloths of Bengal, the perfumes of Arabia, and the 
pearls of the illcs of Bchanm. Their profits upon the 
article of coftee are great, amounting to half a million 
fterling. Moft of it is lent to Conftantinoplc, Greece, 
anflkhe coaft of Syria, and the reft they confume them- 
felves. 



mies, in reality enjoy all the. power. I vt uy-^ , 
thefe compofe a divan. The head of them ;^^ mw 
ehiek-hellet, who is chofen by the ilivan, a ml ^ 



felves ciuek-hellet, wno is ciioici i. y - ■ > ^ ;(rl ltrnry 

Noiwithftanding her Mate of dec lenfion, Egypt con- ed by the parhn. Each of theie lai f ; _ ^ rhc 

tains within herfelf the true fource of wealth. The in Ins own territory, and f*^"^ rt -J f ( ^ lf . m lu a|V- 

corn with which Ave ftipplies Arabia, Syria, and apart greater part ^^^^ ^'tv^j^ri,;^ aTilS» IiV oi>t>olltion to 

of the Archipelago i the rice lent over the Mediterra- II pointed Uv the Orand ^elgnor acts u kn{c 



pointed by the Grand Sei C nor ads in oppoliu 
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r r »f rh- divan, or attempts to violate their privileges, 
fenle of tn~ cnv ^ ^ 5n his poft . They 
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♦hrv will not J utter mm i« * — / 

have an extenfive grant of privileges dated in the year 
n in which the Sultan Sebm, having conquered 
l J r and overthrown the Circaffian Mamalukes, 

.fM their head, Thomam Bey, to be hanged at one 
nht rStcs of Cairo. Difgufted at this, they only 

' ted the departure of the Turks to refume their arms, 
Ind Selim perceiving his error, in order to gain the good 
will of the Mamalukes, granted them very peculiar 
nrivilews,' as fpecified in a treaty figned by him for 
Thai pifrpofc. So that by thefe means the Egyptian 
government partook of monarchy and anltocracy. 
° With refpedl to their military force, two of the corps 
fcrvc on foot, viz. the janizaries and Arabs, and the 
reft are hoifemen under different titles. The janiflaries 
are ftippofed to form a body of about 12,000, the Arabs 
about 8000, and the horle about 20,000 ; fo that the 
whole number amounts to about 40,000. 

for the maintenance of the civil government of Egypt 
the divan is held three times a week at the pacha's pa- 
lace at Cairo. Punifhments are in proportion to the 
offences committed. Murder is punifhed with death, 
but inferior crimes with the baftinado or whipping. 
Bakers, for making their bread deficient in weight, are 
fomctimes put into their own ovens when hot, and there 
fufFeied.to perifhj and butchers, for felling {linking 
meat, have one of their ears nailed to their mop door, 
with a piece of the fleih in a wire through the nole. In 
this fituation they are obliged to continue four hours. 

i lie Jews under this government are hated, defpifed, 
and oppiefied, fo that they are dwindled into a very in- 
conliderabie number, except at Cairo, and reduced to 
the lowell poverty. '1 he inhabitants of the upper parts 
of the kingdom are not only opprefTed by their rapa- 
cious governors, but expofed to the ravages of the 
Arabian chicks, who take all opportunities of plunder- 
ing the villagers, by way of reprifal for the hardfhips 
they fuller from petty tyrants. From thefe inftances 
of tyranny, the government of Egypt may be faid to be 
equally oppreflive with that under the arbitrary fvvay of 
the moft defpotic prince. 

With re fpe ft to religion, the ancient Egyptians were 
thegrofTcfl idolaters, and are faid to have been the firft. 
who creeled idolatrous altars, images, and temples. 
They had a gieat number of deities of different fpecies, 
ranks, and orders. Theceleftial deities were Jupiter, 
the all vivifying power j Vulcan, or fire Ceres, or 
the earth; Oceanus (by which they meant their Nile) 
or moitturc; and Neith Minerva, or the air. Their 
tcrreftrial deities, fome of which bore the fame names 
with the celeftial, were the Sun; Cronus, or Saturn ; 
Rhea; Jupiter, or Ammon ; Juno; Veftaj Hermes, 
or Mcicury, &c. &c. 

Befides thefe, the Egyptians worfhipped a number of 
animals, as the ox, the dog, the Wolf, the hawk, the 
crocodile, the ibis, &cc. but that which was held mod 
faeretl was the bull, by which they reprefented Ofiris. 
It alio appears, from fome relics of ancient poetry, 
that ihey paid religious honours to trees and roots. 

As to the modern ftate of religion in Egypt, the 
Turks, Moors, and Arabs, are Mahometans. The 
two latter aie zealous devotees, and perform the feveral 
fun&ions with great precifion. They have among them 
a let of mifcreants called Juntos, who are moft infolcnt 
hyponius, intruding themfelves, upon pretence of fu- 
penor holinefs, into the belt houfes without the lead 
ceremony, and it would be dangerous to turn them out 
Ine itjpino,,, j n icligicnis matters are the Mufti, who 
!* the piuu ipal, and the dolors of the law ; thefe are 
J l,t, f*> , s "> all caufes of a fpiritual nature. 

I f - appears from the moft ancient and authentic re 
m i l,lat C'hrirtianiry was firft planted in Egypt by St 
mnk Hie (; ol >, s \\\\\ pro f c f s themfelves Chriilians 
"cording to the tenets of the Greek church, being under 
ine itinhhdlion of the patriarch of Alexandria. 

i l»e Coptic, which was the original language of 
Hypt, was iuccecded by the Gieek, upon the con 



queft of Alexander the Great, and continued in ufe till 
the Arabs took polTeffi on of ' the country. Since that 
period the Arabic has been the current 1 u guage • but 
the Coptic and modern Greek flill continue to be 
fpoken. . ' ' 

* 

SECTION XL 
HISTORY of E.GYPT. 

IT is generally agreed by writers,- that E<xypt has been 
very long a celebrated kingdom. The fiifl king 
that can be mentioned with authority, was Mizraim, 
the ion of Ham, who reigned in the year of the world 
1816. A number of kings filled the Egyptian throne 
in due fucceffion ; but little or nothing is recorded con- 
cerning them till the year of the world 2427, when 
Namafes Miamum, one of the Pharaohs of the facreel 
writings, reigned over the country, and was particu- 
larly oppreflive to the Ifraelites. This prince was fuo 
ceeded by his ion Amerophis, who was the Pharaoh 
under whofe reign the Ifraelites departed out of Egypt, 
and who was himfelf drowned in the Red Sea. 

Mieris, or Myris, was the prince in whofe reign was 
dug the famous lake that goes by his name. Sefoftris, 
his fuccefTor, who began his reign in the year of the 
World 2513, was one of the greater! hetoes of antiqui- 
ty, and renowned for the extent of his conqu (Is. He 
divided Egypt into nomes or provinces, railed a formi- 
dable military and naval armament, entered the Red 
Sea, fubdued the coafts, conquered the 1 (lands, and 
then turning back, proceeded with equal fuccefs to India. 
He carried his victorious arms throughout Afia, and 
extended his empire from die Ganges to the Danube. 
After a victorious reign of 33 years, he left his king- 
dom, on his demife, to his fon Pherfon, who did not 
fucceed to his father's glories, though he did to his ter- 
ritories. His only fingular tranfaclion was the buikU 
ing two magnificent obelifks, each 100 cubits in height, 
and eight in breadth. 

There is no further authentic hiftory of E^ypt till the 
reign of Porteus, or Gates, in the year of the world 
2800. At that time Paris, the Trojan, was driven by 
a ftorm from the iEgean to the Egyptian Seas, which 
compelled him to put into" the poit of Tai ichsea, fkuat- ' 
ed at one of the mouths of the Nile. Thonis, a tribu- 
tary king, and governor of that parr, feized his per- 
fon, fecured his fhips, and fent Pails himfelf to Por- 
teus at Memphis. The king lintle'rftanding that he had 
flolen Helen, reproached him with his perfidy; and 
then feizingall the riches which he had brought with 
him from Greece together, in order to re (I ore both to 
the injured Menclaus, he commanded Paris and his at* 
tendants to quit his territories in three days, under pain 
of being treated as enemies. 

Of the eight kings which followed 'Porteus nothing- 
authentic, is recorded, but the immenfe wealth of his 
immediate fuccefTor, Rhemphis, till the reign of N4kis> 
from whence the Nile took that name, as lie had exerted 
his utmoft endeavours to render that river as univerfaU 

t ♦ 

ly ferviceable as poffible. 

The next memorable event' was in the reign of ge- 
thon, when Sennacherib, king of Aflyrin, invadetj 
Egypt, and committed great depredations; till his whole- 
army was at length deftroyed. : "• 

Sethon was fuccecded by Tharaca, on whofe" demife 
the Egyptians divided their whole cbuntry mto tw\4ve 
diftricls, and elected a king to reign over each di virion.' 
This government of twelve kings, however, laftcdoiw 
ly fifteen years ; fur one of the kings, named Pfatunia* 
tichus, who ruled near the fea coail* having ^fown opu- 
lent by commeice, and contracted feveral alliance* 
with foreign powers, at length became lb formidable, 

that he conquered the other eleven kings, and ngfhicetl 
the whole counrry beneath his I way. This pritict* reign- 
ed folely 54 years, 29 of which he Ipcnt in the fiege of 
A/.otus, in Syria, before he could reduce that great city. 

This is the longell liege commemorated in hiftory. 

Necui, 
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Necus fucceedetl his father Pfammatichus in the year 
of the work! 33S8, and 616 years befoie Chntt. This 
monarch is eafled, in fcripturc, Pharaoh Nccha, He 
bean a canal of communication between the Nile and 
the Red Sea, which Darius, the Peifian, afterwards 
finihVd. He built a fleet of gallies in the North Sea, 
and another in the Arabian Guiph, at the mouth of the 
Red Sea; after which he got fume of the mc ft expert 
feamen in the Phoenician fervice, and feu t them out by 
the Red Sea, through the Straits of Babelmandel, to 
discover the coails of Afiic.i, where, in three years time, 
they failed round the continent of Africa, putted the 
Straits of Gibraltar, and returned home by the way of 
the Mediterranean Sea. Herodotus fays, that this 
king fought a battle againft the Syrians in the plains of 
Magdolus, wheie he obtained the victory, and took 
the great city of Cadytis. Jofephus fjys, that Necus 
made war upon the Medes and Babylonians, who had 
diflblved the Attyrian empire, and became fo formida- 
ble thereupon, as railed the jealoufy of all their neigh- 
bours; and therefore, to put a Mop to their growing 
great ii el s, Necus marched wiih a great army towards 
the Euphrates, to make war upon them, in the 31 11 
year of Jofiuh, king of Judah. But the fcripiure t x- 
prefsly f iys, " P'laiaoh Nee ho, king of E <ypt, went 
tip agairilt the king of Aflyria to the liver Euphrates, 
and king Jofiah went again Ik him, and he flew him at 
Megiddo." Th s valley of Megiddo in the fcripture 
is the fame as the plains of Magdolus in Herodotus ; 
and the whole is related thus by Dean Prideaux. <c On 
Necus's taking his way thiough Judea, Jofiah refolved 
to impede his m.uch, and polled himfelf in the valley 
6f Megiddo, to Itop his paiTage ; whereupon Necus 
fent ambalfttdors to him, to let him know that he had 
no defign upon h.m, that the war he was engaged in was 
againlt othus, and therefore advifed him not to meddle 
with him, left i mould turn to his own hurt. But Jo- 
fiah not hearken ng thereto, it came to a battle between 
them, whercn Jofiah was not only overthrown, but al- 
fo unfortunately received a wound, of which, on his re- 
turn to Jerusalem, he died." Necus, animated by 
this victory, continued his march, and advanced to- 
wards the Euphrates, where he defeated the Babylo- 
nians, and took Charchemilh, a great city in thofe 
parts, where he left a good garriion, and, after thice 
months, returned again towards Egypt: but heating, 
In his way, that Jehoahaz, the fon of Jofiah, had taken 
Upon him to be king of Judah without his confenr, he 
ftnt for him to Riblah, in Syria, and, on his arrival, 
catiied him to be put in chains, and fent him prifonex 
into Egypt, where he died. Necus then proceeding 
on his way came to Jcrufalem, where he made Jchoia- 
kim, another of the fon s of Jofiah, king inftcad of his 
brother, and put the land to an annual tribute of 100 
talents of filvcf, and a talent of gold; after which he 
returned with great triumph into his own kingdom. 

Necus died after a reign of fixteen years,°and was 
fucceeded by his fon Pfammis, who reigned only fix 
years, and left the kingdom to his Ion Apries. 

Apries, in the (acred writings, is called Pharaoh Ho- 
phra. He reigned with great profpui'y, took Sidon, 
and reduced all Phoenicia and Pah (Vine; after which lie 
concluded an alliance with Zedekiah, kin// of Judah, 
declared himfelf the protector of Ifrael, andpromifed to 
deliver it from the tyranny of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
foon alter deftroyed Jerufalem, and curried away Zedc- 
kiah captive to Babylon. Soon after the judgements 
decreed by the prophets of God againlt Apries began 
to operate , for that prince having fent an army againfk 
the Cyrenians, it was defeated, and the greatelt part of 
the men flain. But this overthrow was not the only 
misfortune, for the Egyptians conceived, by the im- 
prudent conduct of Apries in the whole affair, that he 
yd intended this army fhould perifh. Fearing, there- 
fore, that he fhould devote more oft hem to delhuclion, 
they revolted in great numbers, and put him to defi- 
ance. In this dilemma Apries difpatched Amafis, an 
olkcor of Jus. court, to appeafe the infurgems, and 



bring them back to a fenfe of their duty. But k-t- 
Amafis was fpeaking to them, they put on his he \\ 
enfigns of royalty, and declared him their king a p 
accepted the dignity, and jyjned the revolters u 
Co enraged Apries, that he fent Paterbemis, another^ 
his officers, to apprehend Amafis. Paterbemis not b? 
ing able to effect the bufinefs, on his return had h; 
ears and nofe cut off by the king'* oidcrs. The w 
and indignity offered to a perf,n of his charade/ anS 
worth fo enraged the reft of the Egyptians, that there 
volt became almolt general ; whereupon Apries wa" 
forced to fly, and made his efcape into ih^ Upper F.r>y D r S 
where he n aintaincd himfelf for fomc years, vh'le 
Amafis held all the reft. The king of Babylon rook 
advantage of thefe inteRine diviiions, and fubd'icd 
Egypt from Migdol to Seyne ; that is, from one civ! of 
the kingdom to t: e other. He made a miferable ra- 
vage and devalianon wherever he came, killed a great 
number of the inhabitants, and made fuch dreadful ha. 
vock in the courtiy, that the damage could not be re- 
paired in forty year.,. N< buchadnez/.ar having loaded 
his army with fpoils, an J conquered the whole king- 
dom, Came to an accommodation vvhh Amafis, v/nom 
he left as viceroy, and returned to Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar having left Ejypt, Apries forfoolc 
his hiding places, and hiring an army of Canaiu, la- 
nians, &c. marched againlt Amafs, and gave him 
battle near the city of Memphis. Being vanquifhed 
however, and taken pi ifouer, he was carried to the city 
ofSais, and there ftrangled in his own palace: where- 
by the prophecies of Ezekiel and Jeremiah were ful- 
filled. 

Amafis, who became fole monarch of Egypt in the 
year of the world 3435, and 569 before Chnli, was a 
native of Sinph, in the province of Sais : he wa;a wor- 
thy king, and an excellent legiflator. E^ypt, in his 
time, was happy in th© fecundity of the Nile, and is 
faid to have contained fome thou land populous cities, 
towns, and villages. To maintain good order in the 
midlt of fuch a multitude, Amafis made a law, whereby 
every Egyptian was obliged to inform the governor 
of the province once a year by what means he maintain- 
ed himfelf } the omifiion of giving fuch information 
being punifhed with death. 

Among other public works, he built an admirable 
portico before the temple of Minerva at Sais, and «. rett- 
ed a colofTus before the temple of Vulcan at Memphis. 
This colollus lay with its face upwards, was 75 feet in 
length, and had befide it two other fmailer ILuues cut 
out of the fame Hone. He likewife built the fpacious 
temple of ifis at Memphis, which was a ft 1 ucture of 

altontihing magnificence. 

In the leign of this king, Cambyfes, king of Perfui, 



conceived the defign of invading Egypt, but when he 
arrived on the borders of that kingdom, he received 
information of the death of Amafis, who departed this 
life after a happy reign, which laired 44 years. Hs 
body was embalmed, and then intened in a lepukhre 
which he had fome years before erected for himielf. 

Pfammenitus, the fon of Amafis, fucceeded !ii> hi- 
ther, in the year oft he world 1479, and 525 yens be- 
fore Chrilh This prince had a lhort and calamitous 
reign i for Cambyfes, Hill purfumg his dciUm of con- 
quering Epypr, the IVrfians and Kgyptian > came to an 
engagement, when the latter were dch a;ed, <jeat mim- 
beis (lain, and Pfamenitus himf if tAcn p-»l«>i^. 
Cambyfes treated the captive king in a moll ignomini- 
ous mann« r : he made his daughter a llave, ordered 
his fon to be executed as a common malefactor, and at 
length put Pfammenitus himfelf to death. 

Having nceived the fubmiffion of all l'.v,y\«, Cam- 
byfes procei ded to Sais, and, with an unmanly degrtt 
of refentment, ordered the body of Anulis 10 be taK«n 
out of his fepulchre and burnt. <• 

The Egyptians were treated with all the inlolenr ot 
conqucft, and reduced to the very lowelt devne erf Iti 
million. Their royal line was extinct, then re ig|«m 
trampled on, their jpridls pcrfccuitd, and lh( ^JM^ d 



AFRICA.] 

Arfoited and oppreffed. And thus the kingdom, after 

having continued in a regal fucceflion above 1600 years, 
f 11 a prey to Cambyfcs, one of the molt outrageous 
and violent princes that ever reigned. 

The fucceffion of the Egyptian kings here ends, and 
f om this period the hiftory of this nation becomes 
blended with that of the Perfians and Greeks, till the 
death of Alexander the Great, and after that ajra it is 
intermixed with the hiftory of other nations. It has 
been fubjeft, fucceflively, to the Greeks, Romans, Sa- 
racens, Mamalukes, and laft to the Turks. This pe- 
riod, viz. the year of the world 3480, and before 
Chrift 5^4> is deemed the fecond period of the Egyp- 
tian hiftory. But to purfue the hiftory progre (lively. 
After the conqueft of Egypt by Cambyfes, it continued 
a province of Perfia, till the deftruction of that empire 
by Alexander the Great, who having vanquifhed Da- 
rius, it fell under the dominion of that mighty conque- 
ror, who foon after built the celebrated city of Alexan- 
dria, then the emporium of the rich merchandize of 
the Indies. 

The conquefts of Alexander, who died in the prime 
of life, being divided amongft his generals, the province 
of Egypt fell to the lot of Ptolemy, when ic became an 
independent kingdom, about 300 years before the 
Chriftian asra. His fucceflbrs, who fometimes extend- 
ed their dominions over great part of Syria, long re- 
tained the name of Ptolemy, and in that line Egypt con- 
tinued between two and three hundred years, till the fa- 
mous Cleopatra, the wife of Ptolemy Dionyfius, af- 
cended the throne, 

The firft monarch of the Macedonian race, who 
reigned in Egypt after the death of Alexander the 
Great, was called Ptolemy Soter. The name of Sorer, 
or Saviour, was given him by the Rhodians, in confide- 
ration of his friendly offices towards them while their 
metropolis was befieged by Demetrius, the fon of An- 
tigonus. This prince chofe Alexandria as his refidence, 
and granted privileges to thofe who fettled there, by 
which means that city became very populous and weal- 
thy. He was a valiant prince, and bravely defended 
his kingdom from repeated attacks. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus, fon and fucceflbr of Ptolemy 
Soter, is defervedly celebrated for liberal and pious ac- 
tions. He devoted his attention to the improvement of 
the noble Alexandrian library, and fpared neither pains 
or expencc to procure the mod valuable and curious 
books from various nations. He alio caufed, at an 
immenfe expence, the Old Teftament to be tranflated 
fro 1 . the Hebrew into Greek, which arduous tafk hav- 
ing been completed in feventy-two days, by feventy-two 
elder:., is commonly called " The Septuagint." It 
may not be improper to obferve, that the molt ancient 
and be ft manufcript of the Septuagint Verfion ex- 
tan^ is the Alexandrian copy which is now in the 
kings library at St. James's, written all in capital let- 
ters , without the diftinclions of chapter, verfes, or 
words. It was prefenred to King Charles I. by Cyril- 



J«* Tarcaris, the patriaich of Conftantinople*, who had 
been patriarch of Alexandria. 
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to dignify the fcienccs, may be confidered as the fource 
of thofe meafures he purfued to make commerce flourifh 
in his dominions. 

Ptolemy III. furnamed Energetes, or the Benefac- 
tor, fuccceded his father in the 246th year before Chrift. 
Jn the commencement of his reign he made preparations 
to wage war againft Antiochus Teos, king of Syria, 
who had divorced his fitter Berenice. In the mean- 
time Antiochus was poifoned by his other wife, Lao- 
dice ; and his fon began his reign by putting Berenice 
and her fon to death. 

To revenge the death of his fifter, Ptolemy raifed a 
considerable armament, foon made himfelf matter of 
Syria and Cilicia, and having taken Laodice he put her 
to death ; then paffing the Euphrates, he fubdued all the 
country from thence to the Tigris. Having provided 
for the protection of the places he fubjugated, he re- 
turned to Egypt, -carrying with him immenfe riches. 
An accommodation at length taking place between him 
and his enemies, he applied himfelf to enlarging his 
dominions fouthward, which having effected, he was 
poifoi.ed by his wife, afrer he had reigned 25 years. 

This profligate prince was ironically called Philopa- 
ter, a word fignifying, Lover of his Father \ whereas 
his murdering him being univerfally known, he received 
that appellation byway of derifion. 

He was fuccefsful in a war he waged with Antiochus, 
the lineal king of Syria, who attempted the recovery 
of his dominions, which had been annexed to the Egyp- 
tian territories, and having at length concluded a peace 
with that prince, he gave himfelf up wholly to ljberti- 
nifm, and died a martyr to intemperance in the 37th 
year of his a^e, and 1 7th of his reign. 

Ptolemy Philopater being fuccceded by his fon Pto- 
lemy Epiphanes, or the Illuftrious, at the age of five 
years, Philip, king of Mace Jon, and Antiochus, king 
of Syria, thinking te avail rhemfelvcs of his infant ftate, 
entered into a league to divide his dominions between 
them._ The latter accordingly marched into Syria and 

Palefline, both of which fubmitted to him without op- 
pofition. 

In this critical fituation the Egypt ians/ent an embafTy 
to Rome, praying protection, offering the Romans the 
guardianmip of their king, and regency of the kingdom, 
during his minority. The Romans, defirous of ex- 
tending their fame, accepted the offer, and immediate- 
ly difpatched ambaffadors to the two kings, defiring 
them to defill from invading the dominions of the in- 
fant prince, other wife th^y would make war upon them 
for his protection. At this time the Egyptians had raifed 
an army, and fent a general, named Scopas, to attempt 
the recovery of the places which had fubmitted to An- 
tiochus, but were defeated with great lofs. 

Antiochus foon after fent an embafTy to Alexandria, 

with propofals of marriage between Cleopatra, his 

daughter, and king Ptolemy, to be confummated as 

foon as the parties fliould be of a proper age, promiiing 

refloration of the provinces he had conquered on the 

day of nuptials, byway of dowry with the young prin- 
eels . 

The Egyptians accepting the propofals, the young 
king, having attained to the age of fourteen years, 
and being, according to the cuftom of the country, de- 
clared to be out of his minority, as well as enthroned 
with the ufual pomp, was married to Cleopatra. Antio- 
chus was foon after killed in the province of Elimais, 
where he had plundered a temple dedicated to one of 
their 'deities. 

The following year Cleopatra had a fon, who fuc- 
ceeded his father on the throne by the name of Ptolemy 
Philometer. She had alfo another fon, and a daughter 
called after her own name. The king having, contrary 
to the maxims of policy, jullice, and humanity, taken 
the life of Arillomenes, a mod loyal lubject, a d faith- 
ful counsellor, the remainder of his reign was one con- 
tinued Irene of dilorder und confnfion, till he was at 
length poifoned by fomcofhis attendants, in the 29th 
year of his age, and 24th of his ace t (Hon lo the throne, 

5 11 Ptolcmf 
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Ptolemy Philometcr being but fix years old when he 
fucceeded to the fovereignty, Cleopatra was declared 
recent, and governed well till her death, which happen- 
cd g only one year before the expiration of the king s 

^Th^recrency appointed after her death, demanding 
of Aniiochus Epiphanes, fon of Antiochus the Great, 
the rcftitutionofthe provinces, according to the prom lie 
of his father, and that prince rcfufing compliance, a 
•war enfucd between Syria and Egypt. 

Preparations were accordingly made by Ptolemy, 
who had, by this time, been declared out of his mino- 
rity, and crowned with the ufual lolemnity. Antiochus 
obtained, fignal victories over the Egyptians and at 
length invelted Alexandria, on which Ptolemy Encrge- 
tes, who had been placed upon the throne on thedepo- 
fitionof hisorothcr, and Cleopatra hi. fitter, who were 
then fli ut up in the town, lent ambafladors to the Ro- 
mans to folic it their affiltance. 

In confequence of this the Roman fenate fent ambal- 
fa dors to t.gypt to put an end to the war. Jn the in- 
terim a reconciliation was effected between the two 
brothers at the inftonce of their filter Cleopatra, and 
an agreement entered into that they mould reign jointly. 

Antiochus, enraged at this reconciliation, profecu- 
ted hotlilitics, fubdued all the country as far as Mem- 
phis, air! marched towards Alexandria, where he was 
{topped in Ins progrefs, and all his defigns fruflrated, 
being met .it a place c alled Leufinc, by the ambafladors 
fent from the Roman fenate. AmOng thefe was Popil- 
lius, whom, as a peribn he had intimately known when 
at Rome, Antiochus put forth his hand to embrace j 
but the ambaflador declined the compliment, enforced 
the purport of his meffigc, and peremptorily told him 
that he mult give an immediate anfwer to the requili- 
tion of the fenate. Antiochus he fi taring, Popillius 
drew a circle round the king in the land with his ft a ft", 
and requned him to give his anfwer before he (lined 
out of that circle. Antiochus, alarmed at this peremp- 
tory mode of proceeding, after fome little hefitation, 
told the ambaflador, lie would obey the command of 
the fenate, whereupon Popillius accepted his embraces, 
and acted according to his former friendfhip with him. 

Antiochus, after this, went back to Syria, and Po- 
pillius returned with his colleagues to Alexandria, 
where they ratified and fully fixed the terms of agree- 
ment between the two brothers. 

Philometcr dying toon after this tranfadlion, Ptole- 
my VII. fin-named Phyfcon, or tun-bellied, fucceeded 
his brother in all his dominions. He was the molt ini- 
quitous and cruel, as well as the molt vile and defpica- 
ble, of all the Ptolemies that reigned in l/.gypt. Such 
were his cruelty and oppreffion, that great numbers fled 
out of Egypt, and amongll them many learned men, 
and profeflbrs of aits and flienccs, by which means 
learning (that had been a long time loll) was revived in 
Greece, Alia Minor, the ifles, and in all other places 
where they went* Phyfcon died at Alexandria in the 
67th year of his age, having reigned kj year* from the 
death of his brother Philometcr. l ie left behind him 
three fons ; Apion, whom he had by a concubine ; and 
l /athyrus and Alexander, whom he had by his neice 
Cleopatra, to whom he bequeathed the crown of Kgypt, 
in conjunction with one of her fons, whom flic fliould 

chink lit to choofe. 

Ptolemy VIII. furnamed Lathyrus, had been ba- 
nifhed to Cyprus by his father, and his mother wiflied 
to keep him from the crown : but a faction being raifed 
in his favour, he was fent for, and placed on the throne, 
in the year of the world 3887. Nothing worthy of re- 
cord happened in this reign, which hilled ten years, 
when his mother contrived to dethrone him, and place 
his brother Alexander on the throne. Ptolemy Lathy- 
rus then retired to Cyprus, where he was fullered 10 
govern unmolcfted. 

Ptolemy IX. or Alexander I. began his reign A. M. 
3807* From the flagitious difpofition of the queen 

mother, her ton Alexander became apprchenfive that 



fome iniquitous defign was forming again ft him, as hid 
been againft his brother, on which account he took tl 
impious precaution of putting her to death. This n ^ 
ricide occafioned a revolt, and Alexander was drive" 
from the' throne by his own fubjeds, and afterwards 
flain in an engagement with the revolters. His bro 
ther, Ptolemy Lathyrus, being fent for from Cyprus* 
was reinftated on the throne, and continued to rdea 
over Egypt till his death, which happened 36 y c ^ rs 
after the death of his father, eleven of which he rei»n e d 
jointly with his mother in Egypt, eighteen in Cyprus 
and feven alone in Egypt after his mother's death. He 
was fucceeded by Cleopatra, his daughter, and only 
legitimate child. Her proper name was Berenice ; for 
it is necejfary to obferve, that as all the males of this fami- 
ly had the common name of Ptolemy, Jo all the females of 
it had that of Cleopatra^ and had likewife proper names 
to diftinguifh them from each other. The keeping of this 
in vieiv will obviate many difficulties in the Egyptian hif 
tory. This Cleopatra was put to death by Alexander, 
nephew to Lathyrus, to whom Hie had been cfpoufed; 
and this monarch, "who was called Ptolemy X. or 
Alexander II. began his reign about the year of the 
world 3923, and 81 years before Chrilt. The people 
at length expelled him the kingdom, and called in 
Ptolemy Auletes, the illigitimate fon of Lathyrus. 
. Ptolemy XI. furnamed Auletes, or the Piper, from 
his priding himfelf on his fkill in playing upon that in- 
(trumcnt, began his reign in the year of the world 3930, 
and 65 years before Chrift. He was a prince of an in- 
famous character, and at the commencement of his 
reign Julius Csefar was conful at Rome. \Y1ihin2 to 
enter into an alliance with the Romans, he went thither, 
and, after having expended vaft fums, extorted from 
his fubjects, was forced to depart without fuccefs, and 
retire to Ephefus ; after which the Egyptians placed his 
bi other Seleucus on the throne, who provul a very 
fordid prince, which occafioned the Egyptians to give 
him the nick-name of Cabiofucles or the Scullion. 

Ptolemy Auletes loon after applied to the Romans ty 
affift him him in the recovery of his kingdom ; and Ga- 
linius, a Roman general, accompanied by the famous 
Matk Antony,, proceeded directly for Egypt. 

As the Egyptians could not wilhftand the Roman 
prowefs, Auletes was foon reltored to his kingdom, 
but died four years after, and was fucceeded by his 
deleft fon Ptolemy, and his eidelt daughter Cleopi'ra, 
who, according to his will, were to reign in conjunc 

don. . . " 

Ptolemy XII. and his fifter Cleopatra, jointly wc- 
ceedeel to the throne of Egypt in the year of the worlJ 
w53> and 51 years before Cluilt. This was the Cleo- 
patra who afterwards became fo remarkable for the inaie 
(lie had in the civil wars of Rome, and her amours nmiU 
Mark Antony, the Roman triumvir. Cleopatra, in 
procefs of time, being deprived of her ihaie of the 10- 
vcreitmty by the guardians of the minor king, went in- 
to Syria and Paleiline, where flic railed a very eonhuY- 
rable body to aflert her right by force of arms. r»u 
was the fituation of the affairs of Egypt at this pel < h 
which was the very time that the unfortunate 1 or | y 
fled thither to beg protection againft the vittwnm ju.nw 

Casiar. ,1 o.mi- 

Previous to his landingontlieEgypUiUico.lt, 1 

pcy difpatched melTengers to require the md <> . 
!„y , but as he was itill a minor, and could, « ^ 
return no anfwer, it was agreed upon i>y » , 
to cut him off, as the only means of Icon .up, h • ^ 
of the victorious Cxdar. A ftratagem was J l V ^; xl|- 
K ct Pompey on board a final 1 boat, wheie lo me 
fioners, ready prepared, cut off his head, andth.evvh 

body on the fand. 



Cselar then haltened to Egypt 
thority of a conqueror 



to atfcU him to her perlon, and iheir ■»»«' w * J , lt , 

duftivc of a fon, who was called L fi*"*"- ioh , r 
tachetl to her pcifon, he was naturally atw 

caufc, and having fummon«d an afle.nbiy, .j,,^ 



according to the will of the late'king, that Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra ifaould jointly reign in Egypt. He met with 
confiderable oppofiti on in the execution of iiis decree, 
but at length bore down all before him. Ptolemy at- 
tempting to efcape from the conqueror in a boat, which 
funk, was drowned in the Nile j after which Csefar went 
to Alexandria, when the whole kingdom fubmitted to 
his victorious arms. He gave the crown of Egypt to 
Cleopatra, and continued his amour with her till he 
was obliged to quit Egypt. Cleopatra having taken off 
her younger brother, ruled Egypt to her death as fole 
fovereign, but in a kind of fubferviency to the Roman 
power. 

• Caefar, in the interim, had been afTaflinated at Rome 
by a conspiracy, at the head of which were Brutus and 
Cafilus * and immediately afterwards the celebrated 
triumvirate between Antony, Lepidus, and Octavius 
Caefar, was formed, in order to revenge the death of 
Julius Csefar. Upon this occafion Cleopatra declared 
for the triumvirs ; and Antony, after the defeat of 
Brutus and Cafilus at Philippi, coming into Afia to 
cftabiifh the authority of the triumvirate, was met by 
Cleopatra at Tarfus, in Cilicia, a circumftance intro- 
ductory to his ruin ; for her beauty, wit, and art, 
captivated him to fuch a degree, as to extinguifh allhis 
military f7ame v Antony and Cleopatra continually re- 
velled together in every kind of luxurious difiipation 5 
and in one of their entertainments the latter is faid to 
have difiblved a peart, valued at 50.000I. in vinegar, 
andfwallowed it. * 

Having paffed fome months in the moft fcandalous 
debauchery, Antony returned to Rome, and married 
Oftavia, the fifter of Caefar Auguftus. He retained, 
however, his fondnefs for Cleopatra, met her occafion- 
ally, and made her valuable prefents. She attended 
faim in his progrefs through Greece, where he repudia- 
ted O&avia, and declared war againft Odavius or Au- 
guftus, who then declared war againft Cleopatra, though 
actually intended againft Antony. 

Though the armament of Odavius was far inferior to 
the combined force of Antony and Cleopatra, he came 
off victorious at the decifive battle of Aaium, a circum- 
ftance that proved eventually destructive to the lovers • 
for Antony being betrayed by the Egyptian fleet, which 
afterwards revoked to the enemy, he fell upon his own 
iword i and Cleopatra died by the poifon of an afp. 

At her death ended the reign of the Ptolemies in 
fcgypt, which was reduced to a Roman province. The 
conqueft of Egypt occafzoned fuch an influx of wealth 
into Rome, that the value of money fell one half, and 
tne prices of provifion and merchandize were confe- 
quently doubled. 

The government of Egypt was committed by Au- 
c ede S mv nft J* ^ Co ™* us He was foe 

rime tXS!™ ° al,US ' % Roman kni S ht > in whic " 

^ °^ Sn , ^ Uecn Candace invaded that coun- 
st ™; k amed ^R 01 ™ garrifons into captivity. , 
*ne was, however, defeated by Caius Petronius, after 
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which, for fome years, the world enjoyed a mod pro- 
found tranquillity. Egypt, however, during the reigns 
of feveral fucceeding emperors, laboured under cruelty, 
taxation, or neglect ; for it was either a perfecuted and 
opprefled, or a difregarded province. 

Egypt remained a Roman province till the reign of 
Omar, the fecond caliph of the fucceflbrs of Mahomet, 
who expelled the Romans, after it had been in their 
hands 700 years. About the time of the crufades, be- 
tween the years of the Chriftian sera 1150 and 1190, 
Egypt was governed by Noreddin, whofe fon, the fa- 
mous Saladin, was fo dreadful to the Chriftian advent 
turers. He inftituted the military corps of Mamalukes, 
who, about the year 1242, advanced one of their own 
officers to the throne, and ever after chofe their prince 
out of their own body. 

During the reigns of thefe ufurpers, which lafted 
about 267 years, Egypt made a confpicuous figure 
among the neighbouring nations, and bravely with- 
ftood the power of the Turks under Selim, who, after 
defeating the Mamalukes in feveral bloody contefts, 
reduced Egypt to its prefent ftate of fubjedlion. 

An attempt was made a few years fince, to deprive 
the Ottoman Poite of its authority over Kgypt, by Ali 
Hey, whofe father was a priefl: of the Greek church, 
but who having turned Mahometan, and being a man 
of abilities and addrefs, had rendered himfelf very po- 
pular in Egypt. A falfe accufation having been made 
againft him to the Grand Seignior, his head was ordered 
to be fent to Conftantinople; but being apprifed of the 
defign, he feized and put to death the meftengers who 
brought this order, and foon found means to put him- 
felf at the head of an army. Being alfo encouraged by 
the dangerous fituation to which the Turkilh empire 
was reduced in confequence of the war with Ruffia, he 
boldly mounted the throne of the ancient fultans of 
Egypt. He was very attentive to the eftablifhment of a 
regular form of government, and the promotion of 
commerce, for which purpofe he gave great encou-^ 
ragement to the Chriftian traders. In the profecution 
of his defies, for fome time, he was very fortunate, 
and fucceeded in alrnoft all his enterprizes againft the 
neighbouring Afiatic governors and bafhaws, whom he 
repeatedly defeated : but he was afterwards deprived of 
the kingdom of Egypt by the bafe conduct of his bro- 
ther-in-law Mahomed Bey Abudahap, his troops bein 
totally defeated on the 7th of March, 1773. He die^ 
of his wounds, and was honourably interred at Grand 
Cairo. Abudahap afterwards governed Egypt as 
Cuek-Bellet, and marched into Paleftine to fubduc 
Chiek Daher, where he was found dead in his bed, and 
was fuppofed to have been ftrangled. Chiek Daher 
accepted the Porte's full amnefty, and trufting to their 
aflurances, embraced the Captain Pacha's invitation to 
dine onboard his (hip, when the captain produced his 
orders, and the brave Daher had his head cut off* in 
the 85th year of his age. The Turks have fince kept 
poffeflion of Egypt. 
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the Dcfart, on the eaft by Egypt, and on the weft by 
the Atlantic Ocean > being in length about 2300 miles' 
but in breadth very unequal. 

The States of Barbary contain the kingdoms of Mo- 
rocco and Fez, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Bores, 
in which order wc ihall defcribe them. 
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A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC-SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY 



SECTION I. 
The EMPIRE of MOROCCO and FEZ. 

Boundaries, Extent, Climate, Soil, Rivers, Mountains, &rV. 

ry^HIS extenlive empire, which now' includes the 
X kingdoms of Morocco and Fez, is bounded by 
the Mediterranean on the north, by Mount Atlas on 
the fourJi, by Algiers on the eaft, and by^ the Atlantic 
Ocean on the weft ; being 500 miles in length, and 
480 in breadth, in the broadeft part. It extends from 
a 8 to 36 degrees of north latitude, and from 4 to 9 
degrees of weft longitude. The empire is divided into 
three provinces, Morocco, Fez, and Sus. 

The climate is extremely hot, particularly towards 
tl \c lou th i but is, in general, tolerably healthy, being 
cooled by the fea breezes, and defended by high moun- 
tains from the fultry fouth winds, which give it a tem- 
perature not to be ex peeled from its fuuation fo near 
the tropic. Indeed, Mount Atlas, the head of which 
is covered with fnow the greateft part of the year, fur- 
rounds it in the manner of a crefcent to the fouthward, 
and in iome meafure prevents the paflage of the damp 
vat ours and pcflilential blafts from that quarter. But 
if the rainy fLafon, which begins in October, continues 
too long, it occafions peflilential fevers ; and :he north- 
weft winds, which prevail in March, fometimes greatly ' 
affect the lungs and nerves, and injure the products of 
the earth. In other refpects the fky is ferene, and the 
*ir clear and wholefome. "The country is well watered 
by finefpnngs, that are found fn mod moors, and fine 
winding riveis, which, in general, have their fources in 
Mount Atlas, and difembogue themfclves into the Me- 
di* iranean Sea, or the Atlantic Ocean. 

The foil of Morocco is fo good that it generally pro- 
duces three crops annually ; and, it is faid, would, 
with proper management, furnifli every year 100 times 
more than the inhabitants are capable of con fuming: 
but cultivation isve/y little attended to, except a few 
miles round the different cities and towns. 

The chief rivers are the Mulvia, the Taga, the Sc- 
bu, the Ommirabih, the Tenfift, and the Sus. 

The Great and Lcller Atlas are not only the princi- 

Eal mountains in Barbary, but fome of the mod cele- 
rated in the univerle. The Great Atlas divides Bar- 
bary from Biledulgerid; and the little Atlas extends 
along the Barbary coaft to the Straits of Gibraltar. The 
coldnefs and inacceffibility render the Great Atlas in 
many parts uninhabitable: but fome places enjoy a 
milder clirmte, contain many villages, numerousherds 
of cattle and flocks, are well cultivated, and inhabited 
by Arabs, Bcrebers, and other African people, who, 
in the feverer parrs of the winter, are obligee! to retire 
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is, to nreferve themfelves and their flocks 
from being overwhelmed with the prodigious quantities 
of fnow that fall, and from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther. Thele people are, in general, fierce, cruel, and 
warlike, and are fprcad in numerous tribes over the 
various branches of this prodigious mountain. They 
can bring many men into the field, and have it in their 
power to be very troublefome to the neighbouring go- 
vernments, it being as impoflible to be entirely upon 
the detenfive againit them, as totally to fubdue them. 

This mountain gave rife to many fabulous ftortes among 
the ancients. 0 

This country has been always famous for its horfes, 
which, though inferior in fize, ma.ke up that defect by 
their fine (hape, fleeenels, and particularly by their pe- 
culiar docility. The inhabitants have been no lefs ce- 
lebrated for their dexterity in breaking, training, and 
riding them, ever fmce the' time of the Romans , and 
even to this day are allowed to excel all notions, and to 
be in fome meafure inimitable in both. 

A moft beautiful defcription of that noble animal the 
horfc, u thus tranflated by Dryden, from ViraWs 

original: ' a • 



Upright he walks, on paderns firm andftr a i tl 
His motions eafy, prancing in his gait • 
The firft to lead the way, to tempt the nonH 

To P afs the bridge unknown, nor fear the tremi r 
Wood: vuc n]Dljnj 

Dauntlefs at empty noifes, lofty neck'd 
Sharp headed, barrel belly'd, broadly bad 
Brawny his cheft, and deep his colour K , e v " 
For beauty dappled, or the brighteft bay'.' 7 
Faint white and dun will fcarce the rearing Dav ( 
The fiery courfer, when he hears from far 
The fprightly trumpets, and the fhouts of war 
Pricks up his ears, and, trembling with delieht 
Shifts place, and paws, and hopes the promised Li > 
On his right moulder his thick mane reeled 6 
Ruffles at fpeed, and dances in the wind : ' 
His horny hoofs arejetty black, and round 
His chine is double: g > v.ith abound 

He turns the turf, and lhakes tin folid^ 10 , tnf ? 
Fire fiorn his eyes, clouds from his nuftnlb flow " 
He bears his rider headlong on the roe. ' 

When the great men travel their horfes an* furrij 
tuoufly caparifoned, and the horfe and n. -in arrayed n 
bold and manly attire. The women ^recede them 
conveyed in a kind of .covered fedar>> attended by ;I 
fervant, who drives or conducts the mule upon whofe 
back it is carried. 

The Barbary "camel is larger and longer than the 
Afiatic camel; and the dromedary is very°ullful on ac- 
count of its docility and fwiftnefs. 



SECTION II. 

Various Inhabitants y Perfons and Dre/s of the 

principal Cities, &c. 



Mocrs, 



T 



r JIE inhabitants of this empire are various, as Be- 
rcbers, Arabs Moors, Jews, rcnefi.ido?s of 
many nations, Chriftan flaves of many nations, Turks, 
6cc. The natives of Morocco, known by the name of 
Moors, are of a fwarthy complexion j but, fiom the 
prodigious number of Negroes imported thither from 
Guinea, there are aimolt as many blacks as whites. 
The Moorifli women are, in general, very handfome, 
and not being expofed to the fun, like the men, arc re- 
markably fajr. They marry at eleven years of age, 
are grandmothers long before they are thirty, and ef- 
teemed old at that age. The Moors are allowed a 
plurality of wives. 

Their drefs confifts of a linen fhirt, and drawers, over 
which they tie a filk cloth or veftment. with afaflij 
and upon that they wear a Joofe coat, 01 rather gown. 
Their arms and legs are always baie, but they have 
flippers on their feet j and perfons of rank fometimes 
wear buikins. They fliave their heads, on which they 
wear a turban made of filk or fine linen. 

The habit of the women neaily rei'emblcs that of tha 
men, only inftead of a turban, they wear a louml cap 
made of fine linen. Their drawers are much Ioh^t 
and larger and when they appear in the flrciti, their 
faces arc covered with a linen cloth, in the manner of a 
mafk. 

The chief city, Morocco, the capital of the em- 
pire, is pleafantfy fituatcd on an extcnlive plain between 
two rivers, the Nephtis and Agmed, and is water* d by 
a third, the Tenfift. It is, without don hr, o,u: ol the 
moft opulent, populous, and impoitanr t i*ics in A' ,u ' 1 * 



ftantly employed in lurrounding 
which were ia miles in circtimferente. 
mined ioq,ooo houfes, and ftiil h.ith 25 

fates, and a great number of niolquo, p 
utat prcfenthi priftinc fplend< r s much dec yn. 
ii |6 mile* north of Mount A'toi, and 



It then con- 
ma{rni(icent 






^"/'f'/" fy<vusw„,4 /// HAH HA KY. //^ 



/////////< / /// a 



'/t/f// //*< 



//*•///*-// . /////'< / '. 



acious fortrefs, 

tfide of 
cowers, 



the 



, • r>rr*n in 10 deg. 40 mtn. north latitude, 
A *?fd£ weft Ton 3 gitude g The walls are fo ftrong. 
and 7 %*' fuc6t to t he ftbnes themfelves, and the ce- 
both with *$™£y *rc fattened, that they are impe- 

M ^±cpi&-*x', ™ d ° thcr inftrumcnt.. They 
ranked ftrong towers bulwarks, baftions, 

&c and furrounded with a deep ditch 
The imperial palace is within a fp 
11 1 T Al-Caoava, ' which is fituated on the ou 

the city It 5 defended by high walls, ftrong 

%d ^^li%rtxn€^ halls of audience feraglio 
*rr are noble itrufturcs, highly embellifhed, and 
Smptuoufly furnilhcd. The gardens are extenfive , 
hiit the fplendor ftill remaining is inconfiderablc with 
refDCcl: to former grandeur. The homes, in general, 
are but in an indifferent condition, and many of them 

rone to decay. 

The inhabitants are numerous. The Jews, 

number of whom is about 4000, live in a particular 
quarter of the city. Though highly taxed they acquire 
wealth, but artfully pretend to poverty, and, for ob- 
vious reafons, make a very mean appearance. 

There is a handfome bridge over the Tenfift, which 

runs through the city, and fupplies the inhabitants with 

water. . 
.Fez was originally the capital of the kingdom or the 

fame name, and is ftill a rich and populous city. It 
comprizes two parts, the Old and the New Fez, and, 
at prefent, they form one city. 

Old Fez is nine miles in circumference, ftands be- 
tween two hills, is furrounded by ftrong walls, and 
flanked with magnificent towers. It is without fuburbs, 
contains many excellent gardens, has narrow ftreets, 
feven gates, and two caftles ; the one old, and gone to 
decay; the other new, and in good condition. The 
latter is garrifoned with blacks ; but neither have any 
eannon to defend them. The houfes are of none or 
brick, three ftories high, flat roofed, encompafifed with 
galleries, adorned on the outfide with mofaic work, and 
embellifhed within with carving, painting, and hand- 
fome furniture : but it is to be obferved, that, in gene- 
ral, the feraglios are upon the turrets of the houfes, 
from whence the women have a fine prolpect j but they 
are never permitted to ftir abroad. 

The river Fez, in patting through the city, divides 
itfelf into fix canals, over' the" various parts of which 
are 250 ftone bridges, and 370 mills are turned by the 
feveral dreams. In the city 336 ovens are daily em- 
ployed. The mofqucs are computed at 500; fifty 
of which are of the firft rank ; and one, in particular, 
is a mod amazing fir uctu re ; it is a mile and a half in 
rircuit, including the cloifter and college belonging to 
it. The roof is 150 cubits high, and '50 in breadth. 
The (lately gates are 30 in number ; and the pillars 
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vhirh fupport the minaret, or tower, are 30 cubits in 
ength, and 20 in breadth. The roof is fuftained by 
1500 pillars of white marble, and 17 arches j and two 
curious lamps, continually kept burning, adorn every 
arch. In the cloifter belonging to this mofque are 42 
galleries, and 400 cifterns for the people to perform 
their ablutions. The college is the molt eminent, and 
contains the beft library in the empire. Here arc feve- 
ral other hofpitals and colleges, which arc large, mag- 
nificent, and well endowed j 600 water conduits, and 
aoo fpacious inns. The principal magiftrate of the city 
llilcd provoft of the merchants ; betides whom there 
« a governor, a cadi, and their fubordinate officers. 

i ez* is ufually deemed the grand magazine, and 
principal mart of Barbary. Merchants and tradefmen 
are numerous, and the warehoufes are filled with great 
variety of commodities. The articles of exportation 
hides, leather, (kins, furs, wool, dried 




Mequinez is fituated in a capacious pleafant plain, 
on the river Sebu. It is furrounded with ftrong walls, 
environed by gardens, and embellifhed by many 
mofqucs, colleges, baths, &c. The palace is large, 
and, though decayed, ftill ftiperb. The parks and 
gardens that furround it, with the number of halls, 
rooms of ftate, offices, pavilions, &c. are (urprifing 
to the beholder. It ftands upon the mo't elevated 
ground in the city, confilts of feveral Iquares, contains 
two mo fq ues, an extenfive feraglio, huge magazines 
and (tore- houfes, an armoury, barracks for the guards, 
and apartments for various mechanics, who are con- 
tinually retained by the emperor to do bufinefs imme- 
diately belonging to the palace. The Jews in this city 
have their peculiar quarter to thcmfclvcs, in whic h, as 
in moft other towns of the empire, they are (hut up ac 
night. They are plundered, abufed, and bear, even 
by the meaneft of the Moors, and dare not relent the 
iii treatment they receive. The great men horfewhip 
or cudgel them whenever they come in their way ; and 
they are not permitted to come out of their quarter with 
Ihocs and (lockings on, being obliged to walk bare- 
footed in the ftreets frequented by the Moors. 

Adjoining to Mequinez, being only feparated by a 
road,, is Negro Town, fo called from the black troops, 
in the emperor's fervice being quartered in it. 

Sallee (lands on the river Gueron, which divides it 
into two parts. The northern part, encompafifed with 
a ftrong wall, and defended by battlements, towers, See, 
is Salla or Salle, properly fo called : but the lbuthern 
part, named Rabat, comprifes many farm-houfes, or- 
chards, gardens, and corn-fields ; the latter being diffi- 
dently extenfive to yield wheat enough for the fuften- 
ance of 15,000 perfons : yet the whole is furrounded 
by walls, which were creeled by the captives Almanzor 
brought from Spain. On the fouth-eait part there is 11 
tower, which ferves for a land-mark in the day time, 
and a light-houfe at night. Beneath the tower are two 
docks, the one for wintering, and the other for build- 
ing of (hips. The harbour is large, but fo mallow, that 
the piratical veflels are obliged to put into the I Hand of 
Tedal, near its mouth. The rown is defended by two 
caftles, which communicate with each other, but the 
fortifications are irregular and ill defigncd. All articles 
of commerce here pay a tenth to. the emperor; but the 
chief fupport of the place is the piratical trade. 

Magazan, 30 miles fouth of Sallee, is a ftrong, well- 
built town, pofTcfled by the Portuguefe, who have a 
numerous garrifon here. The piratical (hips often in- 
tercept the provifion veffcls, which puts the garrifon tfo 
great ftraits, and obliges them to make excui Hons and 
rob the Moors, in order to obtain a fubfiltance. 

Alcaftar and Arzila were formerly places of impor- 
tance, but* are now gone to decay. 

Tangier is fituated on a good bay. Its ancient name 
was Tigris, being the capital of Mauritania Tingiian.i. 
It was once a noble city, containing many fumptuoiis 
edifices. The Portuguefe took it in 1471, and coi.fi- 
derably increafed its ftrength, though they dcllroyecl 
much of its beauty. They afterwards ced< d it to ihc 
Englifh, as part of the dowry of Catherine, princelk 
of Portugal, upon her 1 t am age with Chailes II. kiiif; 
of Great Britain, when a mole was nude at an immenfe 
expence, which ran 300 fathoms into the lea ; but the 
parliament deeming it too chargeable an incumberance 
upon the nation, it was abandoned in 16S4, and the 
fortifications blown up. It ftill continues but a mean 
little fifhingtown, though the Moors have attempted 
tore-people it. The few inhabitants arc great thieves, 
whenever they can find an opportunity, and are ex- 
ceeding cruel to rhofe they can get into their power, 

Melille is fituated at the bottom of a bay, called lui- 
trefolcos, 1 20 milet Couth-weft of Oran. It received 
its, name from the great cuianity of honey which the 
neighbouring renirory yields. It was aiu irmly the ca- 
pital of the province, and is ilill a confiderable place, 
containing 2000 houfes. 1c is defended by a chad* 1, 
and now in the hands of the Spaniards. 

5 1 Ccuta, 
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Ceuta is advantageoufly fituated at the entrance of 
the Mediterranean, on a kind of peninfula, which is 
the neareft point of land to the Span.fh coaft. It has a 
ftrong garrifon, a magnificent cathedral, and a noble 
palace. It belongs to the Spaniards, is a place of great 
Trade, and has a good harbour. Near this c.ty is a 
mountain with feven heads, which the ancients diftm- 
guilhed by the appellation of Septeai tratres, or the 

Seven Brothers. 

Teutan is built on the declivity of a rocky hill, at the 

mouth of the Straits, and furroundrd by a wall of mud 
and water. The cattle is ftrong, fquare, and flanked 
with towers. The garrifon confifts of 1500 men, that 
is 1 1 00 infantry, and 400 cavalry. 'I hc Chrittian 
flaves are here very numerous, very ill ufed, and night- 
ly locked up in a fmall difma) dungeon, called Morti- 
moie. The houfes in general are white-wafhed both 
within and without. The palace of the bafhaw, in the 
city, and his villa, at about two miles diftanee, are 
magnificent ttruclures ; and the mofques are elegant. 
The funtons, or monks, have about twelve cloillefs, 
which are places of refuge for all criminals, except thofe 
guilty of ti eafon. The Jews are about 5000 in num- 
ber, and have feven fynagogues. All the inhabitants 
vific each other over the tops of the houfes, which are 
Mat roofed, as is the cuflom in Algiers and other parts 
of Barbary. The profpect, either towards the lea or 
land fide, is very noble, the circumjacent country be- 
ing exceeding fertile, and finely interfperfed with or- 
chards, gardens, lawns, villas, groves, &c. 

Me (la is fituated at the foot of Mount Atlas, on the 
river Suz, at the place where it difcharges itfelf into the 
fea. It is divided into three diflinct parts, each being 
furrounded by a wall, and about a mile diftant from 
each other. 

The adjacent country is fertilized by the overflowing 
of the river, and whales have been frequently caft 

upon the fhore. 

TefTut, like Mefla, is divided into three parrs. A 
branch of the rivei Suz waters it, and paries through a 
large mofque in the center of it, by which means the 
people have an opportunity of performing their ablu- 
tions in a running it ream. The town contains about 
4000 families. The principal commodities are fugar 
and Morocco leather, and the neighbouring territory is 

extremely fertile. 

Tamdant is a fmall, but handlbme, populous, and 
flourifning place. 

Tedfi, famous for its fugar manufactory, contains 
about 5000 houfes. 

T ago It, the largefl city in the province of Suz, is 
fituated in a fertile plain, and contains about 8000 fa- 
milies, 400 of which are Jews. Here are two markets 
weekly, to which the Arabs and Moors refort with their 
commodities, and the Negroes to buy apparel. 

Taphiltt, or Ta filet, was once a kingdom of itfelf, 
but .never very confiderable : the limits and extent are 
uncertain, and, in general, the whole country is a long, 
dry, barren track of land. The people here are mife- 
rably poor, the common fort living pi incipally upon 
dates and camels flelh, the chief produce of the country 
being an excellent kind of indigo. Moil of the dates 
which are lent to Europe come from hence, as the em- 
peror will not permit them to be exported from any 
other part of his dominions. About 4000 horfc arc 
retained in this dittridt, to keep the people, who are 
chiefly Bercbers, in fubjection. 

The city of Taphilet, which Hands on a river of the 
fame name, is the rcfklence of the governor, and has 
a ftrong cattle to defend it. The inhabitants, about 
aooo in number, arc induttrious in the manufactures 
pf leather, lilk, and linen, and, in general, pofiefs a 
Competency in camels, horfes, cattle, date trees, &c. 
It it a great rendezvous of both African and European 
merchants, and the people arc very fociablc, though 
extremely fupcruitious. 

Subordinate to the governor of Tafilet is the pro- 
vince of Gcfula, a dry, barren country, the limits of 



which are not perfectly known, The mountains, how. 
ever, yield plenty of iron and copper, and the inhabl 
tants are famous for working in thofe metals by f 
exchange of which they procure horfes, linens, wroT 
lens, fpices, &c. They have annually feveral fa", 
but one in particular, which is kept on a large plain* 
lafts two months, and is reforted to by merchants from 
all parts of Barbary : and this fair is, perhaps, better 
regulated than any other in the univerfe ; as the people 
though naturally brutilh, are under fuch reftriaions* 
that a quarrel was never known to happen during fair' 
time. 

SECTION 1IL 

Government, Navy, Army, Commerce, Coins, Learning 

Cuftoms, Religion, Language, 

GOVERNMENT in Morocco can hardly be faid 
to exitt, the emperors being judges, and often 
executioners with their own hands, in cafes by them 
deemed criminal. Nor is their barbarity more furpri- 
fing than the fubmiflion with which their fubjecto 
bear it. 

The following circumftanees will difplay the rapaci- 
ty and ferocity of the natives in general, as well as the 
inexorable cruelty of an emperor in particular. 

In the year 1746 an Englifli veflel, called the In- 
fpector privateer, having fprung a leak, was under the 
neceflity of running afhore in the Bay of '1 angier, the 
crew not doubting a favourable reception from the 
Moors, as Muley Abdullah, then emperor of Morocco, 
was under a treaty of peace with the crown of Great 
Britain. In this, however, they were fatally difap- 
pointed, as many of them were inhumanly butchered, 
feveral periihed in the water, and many of thofe who 
efcaped were dripped and plundered. Out of 183, on- 
ly 87 furvived. • Thefe, with great difficulty, obtained 
permifllon to go to the Britifh conful, in older to pro- 
cure relief in their unhappy fituation. The conful ap- 
plied to the alcaid for permifllon for his countrymen co 
go over to Gibraltar, but received for anfwer, that it 
could not be granted without orders from the emperor. 

The captain of the veflel, and four of the officers, 
alarmed at this difappointment, effected their efcape by 
means of getting on board a man of war that had lately 
brought the conful from Gibraltar. This was no fooner 
known, than the Moors, finding part of their boo.y ir- 
recoverably loft, 1 warmed down in legions on the Eng- 
lifh, and drove them immediately to prifon. W h» n 
their condition was laid before the alcaid, he only a»- 
fwered with a malicious fmile, " If the unbelieving 
dogs are hungry, let them eat the flones." 

At length a native of rank, not wholly divefled of 
humanity, obtained permifllon of the alcaid for ihan 
to beg about the town in the day-time, under the con- 
duct of a guard ; but at night they were obliged to return 
to their difmal dungeon. The fubfiltence annn- liom 
thefe means was very fcanty j till at length duy >< f 
driven to the brink of defpair by being inioruud Hut 
they would foon be conducted to the emperor, ul.o.c 
prefence they dreaded to fuch a deprte, that theydem- 
mined to attempt their efcape ; but in this they wtic 
unhappily difcovered, and prevented from camn-r 
their defign into execution. 



This attempt to efcape being deemed an act ofi<;- 
bellion, large iron chains weic fattened round ineir 
necks, and twenty of them were linked together in one 
chain. After having been confined a conhderabh' umt 
in a mod loathfome and gloomy dungeon, and am oil 
periflied with hunger, they were conducted by the alcau , 
his officers, and attendants, to the emperors , iJinp. 
As they waited the emperor's orders within halt a 11 11 . 
of his tent, they could obferve, by the countenance 01 
the alcaid and others, that there was fomcthing ve iy 



dreadful to be expected. j 
A meflcngcr then came from the emperor comimnu- 

ing their imrmdiata appearance buforc his tc, ^ hi(J| 
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which the Moors were drawn up in one line, and the 
Vnelifh in another, the guards immediately furround- 
intr ihrrn. When his majeftyj by a meffenger, com- 
inded the alt aid and his attendants to advance nearer 
him they ran to him with the utmoft haite, and> pro- 
(Iriine themfelves, informed him that they had brought 
him a nrefent, bendes the Englifh captives. Having 

arct i ted the piefent, Muley Abdullah afked the alcaid 
where the captain of the Chriftian captives was ? To 
this it was anfwered that he had made his efcape. He 
then allced for the officers, and being anfwered as be- 
fore, vehemently exclaimed againft the alcaid and his 
attendants, and upbraided them in the moft opprobrious 
terms. Four officeis of his guard were ordered to con- 
duct the new captives to a caftle at a little diftance 
from the camp till farther orders. Soon after the al- 
caid, and all his guard, were driven to the fame place, 
anci put in irons. The Englifh captives were then con- 
fined to the fevereft toil during the whole day, nor 
permitted a moment's inccrmiflion, or a drop of water, 
though the fun fhone fo hot that their heads and backs 
were an entire blifter. 

The emperor one morning having furveyed the F.ng- 
lifh Haves for about three hours, took a view of the al- 
caid and his miferable companions, and then turning 
about fixty paces from the caftle, gave orders for their 
being brought before him, which being done, the al- 
caid, 0 and four of the principal people, were fet apart 
from the reft. 

After this, with the utmoft compofure, he called for 
his fcymetar, which being delivered to him, he drew it 
out of the fcabbard with a peculiar air, and ordered one 
of the delinquents to be taken out of his chain, and 
brought before him. This unhappy victim now fell 
proftrate on the ground, and with tears implored his 
pardon j but the emperor, deaf to all his intreaties, 
ftretched out his arm, and crying, " In the name of 
God," itruckofFhis head at one blov* This being 
done, he delivered his fcymetar to the fword- bearer, to 
whom, and others, he gave orders for their following 
the example ae had fet them, and then retired to a fmall 
diftance to fee his commands punctually obeyed. At 
this time there were no lefs than 335 miferable wretches 
of his own fubjects that loft their lives in this arbitrary 
manner. In order to ftrike the greater terror into the 
minds of his furviving fubjects, the emperor ordered 
the heads that had been cut off to be collected in ham- 
pers, nailed on the walls of the city of Mequinez, and 
expofed to the public view, while their bodies were 
dragged about a mile from the place of execution, and 
theie left to moulder into dull, or be devoured by birds 
or beau's of prey. 

Our unfortunate countrymen, after a feriesof the moft 
acute fufferings, through a long and miferable captivity, 
at the lntcrpofition of the conful, and by means of the 
payment of an extravagant fum, demanded by the em- 
peror, were put on board an Englifh man or war, and 
conveyed to Gibraltar, from whence, in a fhort time, 
they found means to return to their native country. 

The emperor has not only unbounded power over the 
rroprrty of the people during their lives, but is the 
uiiiverial heir to all his fubjects upon their demife , fo 
that .the greatett part of the wealth of the empire centers 
in the royal coffers. His titles are very pompous, be- 
m called The moft glorious, mighty, and noble 
l .'.iperor of Afnc, King of Fez and Morocco, 1 
fni/ , lXihra, and all the Algarbe, and its T< 
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. vet has a tenth part of the effects and captives 
l! *y Kb* * and after his lytlic is deducted, is at 
' > h 10 purchafe the remainder of the prifoners, i 
* i t proper, at only 50 crowns per head. This 
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dil. If they fall fick he gives them no afliftance, but 
leaves them to the fathers of a fipanifh convent, who 
fup*ply them with neceflaries and medicines : but even 
the benevolence of thefe is taxed, as they pay him a 
confiderable annual ftipend, for a toleration to aft with, 
humanity to their fellow creatures. Another branch of 
his revenue is a tenth part of the cattle, corn, fruit, 
honey, wax, hides, rice, &c. extorted from the Arab* 
and Berebers, by his governors and bafhaws, who levy 
this tax with the utmoft feverity. The Jews pay a capi- 
tation tax : and all the commodities in which the Chris- 
tians deal are heavily aflcfT-d. 

T he navy of Morocco feldom confifts of above ia 
veflfels, the largeft of which carry no more than 10 
guns, and about 200 men, who arc badly provided for, 
poorly armed, and very indifferently manned. It is 
happy for the Chriftians that the whole coaft of Mo- 
rocco does not afford a fingie good haibour. Sallee, 
which is the bed of any, is but very indifferent, and ac 
low water is almoft dry. 

Moors, renegadoes^ and negroes, who are badly paid 
and worfe difciplined, compofe the army. The ne- 
groes, however, are deemed the beft fold its, being 
brought from Guinea very young, and always educated 
for a military life: 

The commerce of Morocco is carried on chiefly by 
Jews and Chriftiarts in Englifh and French bottoms, aft 
few of the Moors either understand it, or have any tra- 
ding veffels of their own. Roguery is fo universal in 
Morocco, that an expert cheat is looked uport as a very 
ingenious, ufeful, and refpectable perfon $ and frauds 
in trade are fo common, that cheating is ftudied fyfte- 
matically as a moft neceflary art* The land commerce 
is cariiedon by caravans, which go yearly to Mecca, 
Medina, and Guinea. 

The coins of this country are the fluce, which is a 
copper coin lefs than a farthing* 20 of which makes a 
blanqueen. This laft is a filver coin of about two- pence 
value; and the ducat is a gold coin worth about 9s. 
The learning: of the people of this country is confined 



to reading, writing, and arithmetic, as few of them at- 
tempt any thing higher, except the pri efts and doaors 
of law. 

The common people admire without underft rinding 
the fcience of aftrology ; fo that fupcrftition, and a be- 
lief in omens, predictions, &c. are general throughout 
the nation. Moft of the towns have public fchools and 
academics, in which children are taught to rea ., write, 
caft accounts, and repeat a fhort catechifm, which con- 
tains the principles of their religion. The Mahometan 
is the eftablifhed religion here, but they have introduced 
a variety of innovations, and added ieveral ridiculous 
ceremonies. Every Friday, which is their fabbath, 
both fexes vifit the fepulchres of thrir anceftors and 
relations, in blue habits, blue being their mourning 
colour. They greatly venerate the dead, cmbellifn 



their tombs as much as their circumftances will permit, 
and differ no Chriftian to approach within a certain 
diftance of them. They arc very particular in the ob- 
fcrvation of the following fuperftitious and whimfical 

notions. 

To place victuals and drink upon the tombs of their 
anceftors and relations, at certain times, that the dead 
may not ftarve in their graves* 

To bury gold, filver, jewels, Sec* with the corpfe, 
that he may not be in bad circumftances in the other 
world. 

To dig the grave very wide, that the defunct may 
not be incommoded for want of room : and never to 
bury two pcrfons in the fame grave. 

The Mahometans here venerate both the pilgrims 
and their horfes who have been at Mecca 1 but they 
profefs the utmoft abhorrence to Chriftians of all deno- 
minations. They feldom mention them wit *ur a 
curfe, and the mildeft epithet they beftow on thcin is 
that of dogs. They enforce the attendance on public 
worfhip with great rigour. Women are, howevef, ex- 
cluded from placet of public worfhip j and the prevail - 

ing 
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He was fucceeded by his brother Muley F.lwd t 
prince of a fweet difpofition, and generous Ipirit "^i * 
began his reign by releafing all Hate prifoners, and 
creafing the pay of his troops, and died much reoj" 
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baton. pamco,ar, y - —f"' Arabic, which prevails 

throughout the whole empire. 

To thc-.r honour it is laid, that they never ufe the 
name of Cod irreverently, or upon trivial occalions, 
end abhor the very idea of fweanng, unlels when they 
mention a Chi ifrian, when the execrations they u le a.e 
chiefly in derifionof, and to ex pre ft their contempt for, 
the Cl.iillian.s, on account of their propenfity to this 

vcrv vie*. . . . , 

They feldom wrangle or quarrel with each other, 
very rarely come to blows, and murders (thole com- 
mittee] by ihccrrperois excepted) are never heard of. 
They arc fcmpuloufly obedient to their parents pay 
the moft profound ufpect to their fupenors , arid a.e 
loyal to tin ii fuvci rigns even to a moll abfurd degree 
of veneration. They are, in i-eneral, exceeding tem- 
perate in eating and drinking ; though lome of the great 
men lead abandoned lives; but the people in general 
nfe a great deal of opium. It is Angular, that in the 
moil civilized nations in Europe, vail crowds of natives 
flock to fee public executions, with a kind of unfeeling 
curiofity, but in Morocco it is quite the reverie, for 
all ranks of people caiefully keep out of the way, and a 
criminal is often executed without any per Ions being 
prefent except the officers of jullice, who attend 
officially. 

SECTION IV. 
HISTORY of MOROCCO. 

MOROCCO and Fez, the ancient Mauritania, 
v.ere little known till the time of their eonquclt 
by the Romans. Brgud, the firft prince of whom we 
have aiw authentic account, was cotemporary with 
Juliu&Cwfar. On the demife of Regud, this country 
became a Roman piovince, and was afterwards con- 
ferred by Auguftus C-.efar upon the younger Jiiba, 
whofe fon Ptolemy was put to death by the tyrant Cali- 
gula. The country was then over-run by the Goths, 
who pofleP'ed it till they were driven out by the Saracens 
A. ]). 6oo. The Saracens were ejected by the Ara- 
bians, who divided B.ubary into many petty kingdoms 
till the year 1068, when they were all united into one 
fovereignty under the family of the Alma/.arides ; for 
Jofeph, the feeond monaich of that lace, founded 
Morocco, and not only iubdued be/, but the Moorifh 
dominions In Spain. The race of the Alma/arides be- 
came extinct without a memorable tranfa&ion in either 
of the reigns. 

Alboaeen, the f.xth monarch of the Merins, was 
defer, ted by the kings of Caflile and Portugal; and in 
1 540 that luce becoming extinct, the Sharifls, or Che- 
riffs, rlu- fuppnfed fucceffors of Mahomet, were ad- 
vanced to the imperial dignity. Nothing remarkable 
happened till the r< ign of Sidan, the eighth monarch, 
who applied to the court of England for aid againft a 
gang of pirates who had poiTciTcd themfelves of the poit 
ofSallee. The reigning monarch, Charles I. com- 
plied with his rcqucft, and lent fome ihips to his aflif- 
tance by which means the pirates were taken or de- 
ftroyrd j and the emperor, in return, fent 300 Chri I- 
tian flaves as a pre lent to king Charles. This mo- 
narch died in 1630, and was fucceeded by his cldcft 
fon, Muley Abdelmelech, who was remarkable for his 
rnielty and ill unkennefb, and was, after having reigned 
four years, murdered by a Clirillian flavc. 



ted after having poiTeiTed the crown twelve years 

His brother, Muley Hamcd Cheyk, fucceeded hi« 
but being murdered by the Arabs, they railed one of 
their own chiefs, named Crumel Hack, to tlvj crow < 
who was, on his demife, fucceeded by Sharilf IVrVtv 
king of Taphilet. The reign of this prince v 
fhort; for drinking immoderately, he one day mourned 
a fpirited horle in a drunken frolic, and riding furioufly 
into a grove of orange trees, he was thrown a^ainlr. the 
trunk of a tree, fractured his fkull, and expired of th 
wound. 

He was fucceeded by Muley Ifhmac), who was rc* 
markable for an odd jumble of policy, abfurdity, and 
cruelty. In his adminiftration of j lift ice, in which lh> 
vince he always fhewed himfelf vei y ready, and eafy of 
accels, he was very rigid, yet would fomrrh es nin 
into fome wild extravagancies, of which the fultuwimr 
inftanec may ferve as a fpecini "n : A poor farmer hav- 
ing complained t:iat fome of the emperor's negroes 
whom, by the way, he was noted for kupin:: ai fm.-c 
allowance, had Rolen from him a yoke of oxen, which 
were his fole dependence, he ordered the whole of his 
negroes to pal's before him, and {'not every one that ih« 
farmer accufed ; but afking him afterwards vdiat ic::oin- 
pence he could make him for the lofs of fu many Hoot 
negroes, and the man being at a lofs what to arfwer, he 
made him undergo the fame fate as the robber*. 

He was for ever building and pulling down a^.iia 
alledging, that he did it to keep Ids fubjefts fobufv ih,;c 
they might have no time to mutiny or rebel: 11 1-or 
(fays he) if I have a bag of rats, unlef* I keep ljV b.i«r 
frining, they will eat their way through it." Me had 
^coo wives, 5000 concubines, 900 Ions, :-nd yj 
daughters; all«f vvhor.i, attiir.es, klr the ell* c" . of ! .$ 
cruelty and caprice. I :e would frequently flv or, i^b, 
or behead both Haves and fubjects for his amujinvii"; 
and was fo avaricious, that .he fpent his whole h*e n 
plundering his people, and am tiling wealth. K\cj;/ 
thing was'made fubfervient to his milerable temper. If 
any body complained to him of having been robbed 
or defrauded, the criminal was lii ft ordeied to n.aku 
rellitution of the property in qutilion, not: to ili'-peif n 
aggiieved, but to himfelf, as he aflerted th:e he w.is 
the"" only fuflcrcr, his dignity being tnfultid by the 
crime; and then a confidei able fine was 1 vied upon :he 
culprit, as a recoirpence to oftended jullice, Imt -**I 
went into his own coders. Money wa, the n < ii i^'i- 
gerous tiling that a man conlil pollcfs, asitwaJaic 
to be extorted from him, not only by unjufl, bulb/ 

cruel means. . 

Muley Mahomet raifed a rebellion aoainil hnv, hue 
being taken prifoner, his right hand and hit ioot v.rr« 
cur oft" by the emperor's older, of which wmm. j n« 
died. At length Muley Ifhmael, onr ol i\v 
fein.il monlters of cruelty and avaru v that evei i'i..'' . 
died a natural death in 1727, having rcignul 55, )''*■■"» 
which is tiuly aflonilbing in a counny vAwic inU>n<" 
tioiiL, dethronements, and all'adinationb were lo con. 

n °Muley Ilamet Debv, one of Muley KhimrTs Ions 
fucceeded him, having been appointed by ilut (inprnw, 
not for any particular meiir, but brcaufe he wa-. i- v 
mod ddfolute of ail his children ; f.»r Muley Hh. -u' 
fane ied that his fun's drunkenn. fs and int^; h.ui> 
would be foils to fet oft' his own fobriety and ahtlen.io 

nefs. , 

Muley Hamet was depofed by Ins favounw 
and his brother Abdelmelech proclaimed Hivp< K>i , 
the latter foon rendering himfelf odiou-. by lm- « _ 
ties, Mulev Hamet was again reftored to un - 
Abdelnv ledi was kept in clofe conhnemeiu > > 
time, hiit at length flrangled, by pnWr of his > * - 
and Muley Hamet died five days after t hrong 1 ' Hi" • 

nets, and was fucceeded by Muley Abduiuu. 
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,hat oeriod nothing remarkable occurred till 
*5 K, which commenced Oaober 23, 
thC fnd the fiege of Melite, which began on the 
i?h ? of December If the fame year by the troops of 
Mnmcco But ^ emperor's army, through their to- 
M i *^ '"of difcipline and experience the condudk of 
l c^nifli officers, and bravery of the men in the 
thC £ not only failed of fuccefs in the attempt,. but 
f« c repulfed with great loft. Warlike preparations 
"ere continued till March i 7 75» when the Moors 
abandoned the enterprize. 

SECTION V. 

* 

ALGIERS. 

Situation, Extent, Climate, Animal Productions, fc? c. 

THIS kingdom is bounded on the* north by the 
Mediterranean, on the fouth by Mount Atlas, 
nn the eaft by Tunis, and on the weft by Morocco. 
It extends in length 480 miles, in breadth about too, 
and lies between 30 and 37 deg. north lat. and between 
t deg. weft and 9 deg. caft long. It is divided into 

^The^climate of Algiers is ferene and fine, and the 
people are unacquainted with the extremes of heat and 
cold. This is to be underftood only of the parts to- 
ward the fea, the inland parts being principally wild 
and barren, and very little inhabited except by a great 
variety of wild creatures, particularly lions, tygers, 
leopards, bufFalos, wild boars, flags, porcupines, mon- 

kies, oftriches, &rc. 

Of the beads the moft extraordinary and worthy ot 
notice is the lion. This animal has a head remaikably 
large, fourteen teeth in each jaw, a ftrong neck, 
rough tongue befet with prickles, and bright ihining 
eyefi the ftru&ure of the paws, teeth, eyes, and 
tongue is the fame as thofe of the cat. 

The difference betwixt the lion and lionefs is this : 
the latter hath no long hair about the neck, but the 
muzzle is more taper, the head flatter, and the claws 
lefs than thofe of the lion. 

The characteriftics of a lion are the ftrength of his 
limbs, the majefty of his appearance, the dignity of 
his pace, the fire of his eyes, and the noblenefs of his 
difpofition 5 he flights a weak enemy, but attacks a 
ftrong one with the moft impetuous fury. He ex- 
prefles his anger by erecting his mane, and beating his 
fides with his tail ; but his nunger and ferocious tem- 
per often give way to his generofity : 

For when the gen'rous lion has in fight 
His equal match, he roufes for the fight : 
But when his foe lies proflrate on the plain, 
He (heaths his paws, uncurls his angry mane, 
And, pleas'd with bloodlefs honours of the day, 
Walks over, and difdains th* inglorious prey. 

The tyger has a fhort neck, and (kin full of blackifh 
ftreaks, or yellow fpots en c6m parted with black hair ; 
fhining eyes, fharp teeth, crooked claws, feet like thofe 
of a cat, and long tails without any tuft at the end, 
like a lion. The flefh is white, tender, and well 
tailed. The tyger will not feed upon any animal but 
what he kills himfelf j and when he meets with feveral 
animals, he kills all if he can, and fucks a little of 
the blood of each. 

A panther, or leopard, is like a tyger in all refpecls 
«cept the fize and (kin, being a fmaller animal, and 
fpotted inftead of ftrcaked : the body is long, the eyes 
onght, the mouth large, the teeth ftrong and white, 
the ears round, and the fpots of feveral colours. 

I he porcupine is about the fize of a badger, and 
not unhke ihat animal in fhape, being about two feet 
and a half from the end of the nofc to the tail ; the 
ten are -fhort, the neck is about five inches in length, 
arui the head the fame. On the back and fides he is 
•ovcicd all over with quUU , on the buck part of the 
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head, and on the neck, there is a broad tuft, c»n fitt- 
ing of many flexible quills : fome of the quills arc ft 
foot, and many of the whifkers fix inches long, 

Defcription of the refpetlive Diftrifts of Algiers. 

ALGIERS is divided into three diftinct diftrifts o* 
governments, viz. the Eaftern, or L-evantine j 
the Weftern, and the Southern government. Th# 
towns in the firft are Bona, Conftantina, Gigeri, Bu- 
gia, Stefla, TebefVZamoura, Bifcara, Necanz, and 
Couco. Of thefe places it may be faid in general, 
that though they exhibit fome traces of former fulendor, 
they have now every appearance of poverty ana defla- 
tion. There are garrifons in fome of them, but the 
people are favage and brutal. They moflly lead a rov- 
ing life, and fubfift chiefly by rapine. 

The towns of the Weftern government are Qran, 
Tremecen, Moftagar, Tenez and Sherfhel. 

Oran, the moft important of them, was taken by 
the Spaniards in 1505, and recovered by the Algerines 
in 1708; but the former re-took it in 1732., and ar* 
ftill in poiTcflion of it. 

The reft are in a Mate of decay; fome of them hive 
garrifons, and the inhabitants in general come under 
the foregoing defcription of thofe of the laft defcribed 
diftri£t. 

The Southern diftridt, or third government, is inhai- 
bited by a wild fet of people, who roam from place t6 
place, and live in tents while they refide in any par^ 
ticular fpot. The territory itfelf is hilly, a part of 
Mount Atlas running through it : the only Hche^ of 
the people are their numerous flocks and her<Js.. Th^fr 
pay a tribute to government, but the bey is obliged to 
come at the head of an army to colleft it annually, 
and many then evade the payment by retiring to Inac- 
ceilible places till the troops are withdrawn. 

Defcription of the City of Algiers and its Environs. 

a LGIERS ftands in 36 deg. 30 min. north latitude, 
f \ and 34 deg. 15 min. eaft longitude, and js fitu- 
ated upon the Mediterranean Sea, which wafhesit upon 
the north, and north-eaft fides. It is buijt upon a de- 
clivity, on which account, and the whitenefs of the 
terraces, the profpect of it from the fea is admirable. 
It is about three miles in circumference, and the walls 
are in general 30, and towards the fea 40 feet in height, 
ia feet in thicknefs, and flanked with fquarc towers; 
The ditch is 10 feet wide, and feven deep. Many of 
the gates of Algiers have been walled up j but fix re- 
main open, viz. 

1. The AlcafTava, which forms the weftern angle, of 
the higheft part of the city, is of an octagonal figure^ 
and has embrafures on every fide. 

a. The Babjiddeed, or New Gate, towards the fouth. 

3. Bab -Azoone towards ditto. 

4. The Fifher's Gate, which forms the eaftern angl* 

of the city. 

5. The Mole, or Do wan Gate, towards the north. 

6. The Babel-wed, or River Gate, facing the river 
El-vcd towards the north. 

On the weftern fide of the river El-vcd is a ridge of 
hills, on which arc erected two fortrefTes. Thefe aj-f 
the ftrength on the land fide, but the fortifications to« 
wards the fea are much ftronger, and more confide* 
rable. 

The mole was the work of Cheredjn the fon of Bar- 
barofTa, as well as many of the other fortifications j for 
that monarch employed all the Chriftian flaves in the 
improvement of the old, and conftru&ion of new for- 
tifications in and about Algiers j and by perfonally in- 
fpecYing their proceedings, had the fatisfaccion to fee all 
lie wifhed for com pleated in the fpace of three years. 

The city of Algiers is fuppofed to contain ioo,ooo> 
Mahometans, 15,000 Jews, 1000 Chriftian flaves, and 
fome rencgadoes. There is one ftreet which It broa^l 
and handfome, and pities quite through the town from 
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caft to weft, in which the houfes and (hops are elegant 
and capacious, and the maikets are here kept ; but all 
the other ftreets are narrow, incommodious and dirty; 
lb that paflengeis arc fo> ced to Iqueeze themidves con- 
tinually againft the houfes, to give way to camels, 
horfes, afl'es, mules, &c. and perlbns of all denomi- 
nations are obliged to make room, if they meet with 
a Turkifh foldier, till he is palt, otherwife they are 
fure of being infulted and ill treated. 
fc i Jhehouies, which aie about 15000 in number, are 
built either of (lone or buck, upon a fquare plan, 
with a paved court in the center. Round the court is 
a double range of galleries one above the other, and 
both fupported by columns. All the houfes are flat- 
roofed ; the terraces in general ferve either to walk 
upon, or dry linen, but many embcllim them with neat 
gardens,- and a fummer-houfe in one corner. The 
people aFe obliged, by the laws of the place, to white- 
warn their houfes in fide and out, at leait once a year; 
but all who can afFord it do it much oftener. The 
inhabitants may pafs from one end of the town to the 
other over the roofs of the houfts, and moft of them 
vifit each other this way. Though the houfes in ge- 
neral ,are mean, many of the principal people have very 
fine edifices, the pillars and pavements of which are of 
very beautiful marble, and the ceilings and folding- 
doors finely carved, painted and gilt. Of thefe the 
palace of the dey (lands in the center of, and is the 
moll: magnificent building in the city. It is very ex- 
tenfive, and furrounded by two fupcrb galleries, one 
•above the other, fupported by marble pillars. It has 
two grand halls, in one of which the dowan meets 
.eveiy Sunday, Monday and Tuefday. 
, The barracks for the troops are noble ftru£tures, 
adorned with fountains, and contain many fpacious and 
convenient . apartments. Married men are precluded 
from lodging here, but take up their habitations either 
in private houfes, or in one of the four fendacas of the 
town; the latter being large commodious buildings, 
confiding of feveral ranges of apartments, warehoules, 
6rc. which are let indifcriminately to all who chufe to 
take them, and ferve inflead of caravanferas, or inns. 
Chriflian fli angers, if of any confideration, are ufually 
accommodated at the conful's houfe of the nation to 
.which thty belong; but the poor Levantine, or other 
traders, lodge as above, and may eat and drink ac- 
cording to their circumftanccs or inclinations, as there 
are mary cooks (hops, taverns and other public houfes 
kept either by the Chriflian (laves, or the Jews, who 

will accommodate any perfon, or deal in any commo- 
dity. 

The mofques are numerous, fuperbly built, and 
Chiefly fituated near the fea-fide. The baths in gene- 
ral-are large, fumptuous, paved with marble, and well 

' furnifhed with the conveniences requifitc in fuch places. 
The Mahometans are obliged, by their religion, to 
life them five times daily, but their pleafure often 
prompts them to go ftill more frequently. 

A number of baths are appropriated to the ufe of 
women only, who do not refort to them for the benefit 
of bathing alone, but for the fake of intriguing; for 
chough the moft dreadful punifhments attend detection, 
yet the Algerine women venture every thing to purfuc 

, their inclinations. 

" The female fex (fays a celebrated traveller) are 
ftill more d 

C 

can cxtinguifh \ an African woman will brave every 
fort of danger to fatiate her pafllon." 

As a proof of the violent lengths to which love will 
carry the African women, we Hull prcfent our readers 
with the following circumftanccs, which are related by 
a gentleman who redded here at the time they took 
place. 

. " The only daughter of one of the richeft Moors 
10, this- country entertained a pafllon for a Portuguefe 

(lave. The girl, purfuant to the cuftom cftablUhcd in 

1 




The Portuguefe, (truck with the tnou^ 0 ?h ' * R ' 
fortune, offered the fond maid the moment (he ^ 
vered her pafftOny to run away with her to I n! 
which might have been done, and the Chrin-; .° n ; 
have efcaped by the affiftance furnifhed hinHw t 
lima, for fuch was the name of our beautiful I 
African She was fenfible that the e*pedS^^ 
by her lover was the moft rational one; and 4ncW 
only one that could bring her to her wi/hed4 hlrf 
nefs; but being a jealous Mahometan, and b;Sffi 
to her religion, (he could not confent to retifi i 
country where fhe would have been forced to quit hi 
! faith I love you, Sebaftiano, faid Hie to he ' t 
much more than I do myfelf; grief will kill me if I 
am not made your wife, and yet I can never prevai 
upon myfelf to purchafe my happinefi at the price of 
my faith. It is not irnpoffible but we may be happy m 
this country, without running the hazard of bcinar dif 
covered, in cafe we (hould fly: change your reI&o„! 
remove, by turning Mahometan, the chief obftacld 
that keeps us al under, and leave the reft tome The 
Portuguefe was much lefs attached to his religion than 
the female Mahometan, not to mention that the fe-r of 
totally lofing his miftrefs, the defire of recovering his 
liberty, and the hope of acquiring a great fortune Jud 
the ftrongeft influence on his refolutions. He promiled 
to comply with any thing (he might require of him 
and upon a folemn promife made by him to quit his 
religion whenever it fliould be neceflary, the charmim* 
Moor indulged him with whatever love was capable uf 
beftowing. 

" Tncfe favours ferved only to ftrengthen thepaffion 
which Sebaftiano felt for her; the fear he was under of 
one day lofing his dear Zulima increafed his fondnefs, 
and his miftrefs was in the like frame of mind. Her 
whole attention was to give fuccefs to the defign flic had 
in view, but fhe found new obftacles every moment; 
when on a certain day, at a time ihe lead expecled it, 
her father declared that he intended to many her to one 
of the principal men of the country. Thefe words were 
as a thunderbolt to the maiden; in the firft iranfpotrs 
of her grief (he refolved to fall at her father's feer, and 
open her whole foul to him; neverthelefs, (lie did not 
yet dare to comply with her firft impulies, for fear of 
expofing her lover to the anger of an exafperatcd ma- 
tter, which might probably carry him to the grcatelt 
lengths. 

" in this dilemma Zulima refolved to make ufc of 
an expedient, which was equally extraordinaiy and in- 
fallible : in order to fucceed in her defign, (lie bade her 
lover meet her at a certain place, whither flu- went on 
pretence of going to the bath, and was attended only 
by one woman: Sebaftiano being come to the place 
appointed, had like to have died with furrow, upon 
hearing his miftrefs was going to enter into the mar- 
riage ftate : however, Zulima bade him take heart, 
telling him, that fhe hoped fortune would Coon Income 
more propitious to him (lie then ordered the woman 
who had accompanied her, and was her confidant, to 



till more devoted to gallantry in this country than in go and inform the cadi, that her miftrefs was in inch a 
r onUantinoplc i the climate mfpires fondnefs, and the place in the arms of a Chriftian : the attendant obry- 
corcnjng air railes in the heart luch a flame as nothing ing, the judge came with his fubaltcrn officers, and 



wg> the judge came with his fubaltern officers, and 
furprifed the two lovers in the mid ft of their warnu'ft 
tran (ports, when they were inttanrly conveyed to the 
piifon where criminals arc tried : Zulima's father being 
told the accident which had happened to his daughter, 
was fcized with defpair* upon which he flew to the 
prifon in order to fee her, bin he was told that he 
could not be admitted to fpeak with her till fuch June 
as her trial was over j that enquiry was then n 
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~ levers fliould be married together purfuant to the 
Lts bu^that in cafe of his rrfiifcl. he fhould be im- 
Llci and his daughter drowned in the fea. . 
P << Muftapha, for this was the name of Zultma's fa- 
for knew but too well what punifhmenc wduld be 
Sifted upon his daughter, in cafe the Port uguefe re- 
f ifed to turn Muffulman; and, indeed, the only mo- 
Uve which prompted Muftapba to defire a fight of 
rhern was to offer his wealth, and engage the Chril- 
San to change his religion He had no occaOon to 
make ufe of rhetoric to exhort them to prefer life to a 
cruel death j for the moment he made the overtures, 
Scbafttano anfwered, that he would gladly embrace the 
religion propofed by Zulima, and marry her ; and the 
fadier thought himfeif happy in having the opportunity 
of preferving the life of his only daughter upon thefe 
conditions. 

There are fevcral tolerable edifices without the wails 
©f the town, which add to the beauty of the environs, 
particularly the marine officers public hall, a marabout's 
luperb dwelling, and a variety of Turkifh fcpulchres 
and monuments. Among the latter fix magnificent 
tombs, of a circular figure, are the mod confuicuous. 
Thefe were creeled to the memory of fix deys, who 
were fucceflively elected, and then murdered in the 
dowan within a few days. It is to be obferved, that 
the tombs of deys and bafhaws are diftinguimed by a 
ftone, on which a turban is carved in relievo; thofe of 
the agas, and other military officers, by a pike fixed in 
the ground clofe to the coffin ; thofe of the lea captains 
by a ftafFj with a gilded ball at the top ; and thofe of the 
common people by ftones laid on the grave in the form 
of a coffin. 

The city of Algiers formerly had none but rain water, 
and the inhabitants were often greatly diftrefTed upon 
that account; till a Moor, who had been driven from 
Spain, contrived, by means of two aqueducts, to intro- 
duce as much water into the city as was requifite to 
fupply 100 fountains "with water. 

The country about Algiers is very fertile, and the 
ardens, groves, and villas numerous. In their gar- 
ens they ufe little art, but truft to nature in moft pro- 
ductions of the earth, which occafions a wild exuberance 
to reign throughout the whole, and many of the fruits 
and vegetables not to arrive at the perfection they might 
be brought to by means of engrafting, pruning, tranf- 
planting, &c. The gardens are not walled, but fur- 
rounded by en clofu res of Barb ary fig-trees, which, from 
their compa&nefs and prickles, are more fecure than 
any other kind of fence. Among other rich (pots in 
Algiers, the great plain, of Mettijah is admired for its 
aftonifhing fertility : it is 50 miles in length, and 10 in 
breadth, includes many delightful villas, fragrant 
groves, and pleafant gardens and produces fuch a 
profulion of the moft delicious fruits of all kinds, rice, 
room, and grain of every fpecies, that the inhabitants 
enjoy always two, and frequently- three crops in the year. 

The only natural curiofities in the vicinity of this city 
are the hot baths of Mecreega, the principal of which 
« 12 feet fauarc, and 4 deep. The waters are exceed- 
ing hot, and, when they have rilled the above bafon, 
ctUdurge themfelvcs into a frnallcr, where the Jews 

k %m thcy arc not _P crmittcc * to ufe the lame bath 
as the Mahometans. Thefe hot baths proceed from 

m ^ r ? t ? l,antit > rofA,, P hur * nitrc ' a ^ d ot,lcr inflam* 
■name bodies in the bowels of the earth j from whence, 

Kewije, originate the frequent earthquakes chat difturb 
plnicufc ° m in 8Cncra,J and thc cit y of A, 6 icrs "> 

lnh $l***ts> Habitations* Dnfs, Marriage Ceremonies % 
Z,y°"U Profit'*"* Government, Language, Com- 
Ztl' T» w » Revenues, Vwiijbments, Cuftoms and 
manner of pving, Funeral Rites, Armament, &fr. of 
we Algtrxnes. * J 

1 tS? R * may bc f * id to comprile a mixture of 
b'tmu^ ^ 1 ^* ' but thc mort ""'"from of its inha- 
arc the Moors and Arabians. Thc. Moon arc 
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divided into two Orders, viz: thofe who live in towns 
and follow piracy, or various profeflions by land or fea, 
and thofe who wander about without being pbflefled o* 
houfes; land, or riches. The firft are the citizens of 
the kingdom, the latter the bujft. of the inhabitants. 

The wandering fort are diftiriguilhed into various 
tribes,, each forming an itinerant village, and every fa-- 
mily living in a portable hut. They live by the produce 
of the lands, which they farm of thofe of the firft order. 
They pay their rent to their landlords In corn, herbs* 
fruit, honey, wax, &c. and a tribute to thc dey, ac* 
cording to the number of the family in each moving 
village, or rather camp. Their tents are mean, their 
utenfils trifling, their rircumftances poor, and their 
manner of living filthy. They have no chimnies to 
thefe habitations ; the fires are made in earthen pots," 
which are placed near the door to let out the fmoke* 
The family, artd all ddmeftic animals, lie prdmifcuoufl^ 
in the hut together, dogs excepted, thefe being placed 
on the out fide as centinels. They live chiefly on rice, 
bread, fruit, and plain water ; and their principal em- 
ploy is husbandry, or breeding bees or filk worms. 

The drefs of the men is only a long piece of coarfe 
cloth wrapped round their moulders, and falling down 
to their ancles, with a cap of the fame. The women 
wear a piece of woollen fluff that covers them from their 
moulders to their knees. They braid their hair, and 
adorn it with glafs beads and fifties teeth. Their arms 
and legs they ornament with bracelets of ivory, horn, 
and even wood i arid blacken their cheeks, foreheads, 
arms, legs, &c. The children are fuffered to go naked 
till feven or eight years old, when they cover them with 
a few rags, rather for ornament than decency. The. 
drefs of the chiek, or chief, of every tribe, is a (hire 
and cloak all of one piece, hanging from the moulders 
half way down the leg, and he wears a cap of fine 
cloth . 

Thefe Moors are of a fwarthy complexion, and ro- 
buft habit of body. The men are a&ive, the women 
fruitful, and the children healthy. When a youth is 
difpofed to marry, he drives a number of cattle to the 
hut where the intended bride refidcs. The girl and her 
parents, on viewing the -ftock, immediately confene^ 
All the young women of the village are then invited 
to the feaft. The bride is afterwards placed on a horfe 
belonging to the bridegroom, and led home amidft the 
fhouts of nil prefent. When fhe arrives at the door of 
the bridegroom's hut, a mixture of milk and honey is 
given her to drink, while a nuptial fong is fung. She 
then alights, and, to Ihew her will ingnefs to perform 
any duty he may aflign her, drives his flockpfb water 
and back again. Thefe previous ceremonies being fet- 
tled, all thc company enter the hut, and thc evening 
concludes with the grcatcft feltivity tliat thefe poor peo- 
ple are capable of enjoying. Subfequent to the mar- 
riage the wife is obliged to wear a veil, and never ftir 
from the hut during a month, and ever after is exclud- 
ed from all concern in, and knowledge of, public affairs. 

The Moors are of a warlike difpofition, excellent 
horfemen, and fbmetimes give the government great 
trouble. They arc armed with a zagay or mort lance, 
and a fcymitar, or broad cutlufs. They are great 
thieves, fo that it is dangerous travelling without a mt- 
rabut, or prieft, in company, to whom they fhew fuch 
refpect, that they will not rob anypeiibn thus attended. 

The Arabians of Algiers are divided into tribes, 
wander up and down, and profefs the fame religion, 
cuftoms, and manne rs, as thofe of Arab ia. 

The Algerines are the moft cruel and dangerous pi- 
rates of all Africa * bafe, perfidious, and rapacious to 
thc laft degree. No oaths or tics, human or. divine, 
will avail to bind them when their intcreft interferes. In 
fhort, whatever refpedt they may pretend to pay to their 
prophet Mahomet, gold is thc only true idol which they 
worflup. Gold, that 



Infidtous bane that makes deftruc"tion fmooth, 
The foe to virtue, liberty, and truth 1 
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Whofe arts the fates of monarchy c ec.de. 
Who gild'ft deceit, the darling child °MP r,dc - 
How oft, allufd by thy perfuafive char™. 
Have earth's contending powers appear d in arms \ 
W to rations brib'd have own'd thy powerful reign ! 
V„ thee what millions plough'd the Jormy rnatn, 
Travelled from pole to pole with ceafelef MW , 
And ftlt their blood alternate freeze and bo.l ! 

Thofe wlio ref.de on the coaft are very favage to fuch 
„ unfortunately fall into their hands by ftup-wreck , fo 
"at" appears that the Algerincs in general are as much 
ftrange« to humanity, as they are to an elegant tafte or 

oolite behaviour. . , f 

They-ar* governed by a bey or dcy, who is as abso- 
lute as any eaftern monarch. 

The next in dignity and power is the aga of the ja- 
nizaries. '1 he other officers of importance are a iecre- 
Srvof ftatc; 2 4 chiah balhaws, orcolontls lubordinate 
totheacra; 800 bolluk balhaws, or tenior captains ; 
and 400 oldak baihaws, or lieutenants. In all thefe 
offices the right of kniorhy is ftriBly oblerved in Al- 
eiers. There are alfo purveyors to the army, a body 
guard to thedey, and the officers of the Turkifh 

forces, who are diittntt from the reft. 

The general language of Algiers is a compound ol 
Arabic, Morelco, and the remains of the ancient Phoe- 
nician ; but all public bufincfs is traniafted, and re- 
cords kept, in the Turkish tongue ; though moft of the 
Algerincs of all denominations underftand the Lingua 

Franca. r . . 

Though the people in general are fond ot the pirati- 
cal trade, yet they admit free Chriftians, Jews, Ara- 
bians, Moors, &c. to trade in filk, wool, cotton, lea- 
ther, carpets, &c. in the country. To import gold 
and filver Huffs, damafks, cloths, fpices, tin, iron, 
brafs, lead, quickfilver, linen, cordage, fail cloths, 
bullets, rice, allum, tartar, cochineal, fugar, foap, 
raw and fpun cotton, aloes, copperas, brazil, logwood, 
arfnic, vermilion, gum- lack, opium, lulpher, amfe 
and cummin feeds, farfaparilla, frankincenfe, galls, 
honey, paper, combs, cards, dried fruits, &c. And 
to export oftrich feathers, wax, hides, wool, copper, 
rugs, filk falhcs, embroidered handkerchiefs, dates, 
and Chriftian Haves, who, for large ranfoms, are al- 
lowed to be fent home. But commerce is greatly in- 
jured by the oppreflions of the government, the fufpi- 
cions ot the merchants, who are always afraid of being 
deprived of their properties, and the perfidy of the 

commoi: traders. 

The religion of Algiers is Mahometan ; and the prin- 
cipal officers who prefide over ccclefiaitical matters are 
the mufti, or high prieft * the cadi, or ecclefiaftical 
judge i and the grand marabut, or fuperior of the mon- 
kifh orders. 

The Algcrine Turks drefs with as much elegance as 
the inhabitants of Turkey. The free Chriftians arc 
permitted to drefs in the fafiiions of their rcfpective 
countries f but the flaves are obliged to wear a cuarfe 
grey fuit, and a feaman's cap. The fhariffs, or thofe 
who pretend to be defcended from Mahomet, are dif- 
tinguilhcd by a green turban : but the common Alge- 
rincs wear fhirts, linen drawers, an open woollen jacket 
with a hood behind, and a black cloak, which reaches 
to their knees, when they go abroad. 

As the revenues of the dcy are founded on rapine and 
plunder, and depend chiefly op cafual robberies, they 
mull fluctuate continually, and he at all times uncer- 
tain, Jufticc is venally adminiftered, .favour publicly 
fold, and corruption fo general, that it is not looked 
upon as a vice, 

Capital crimes are punifhed by lb-angling with a bow 
firing, or hanging on an iron hook. Letter offences 
by hue, degradation, or the baftinado. Women de- 
tected in adultery arc fattened by their necks to a pole, 
and held under water till they arc fuffocated. But the 
moft dreadful punishments are inflicted on the Chrif- 
tians and Jews for various otVoncos ; fuch as fpcaking 



againft Mahomet, for which the offender muft either 
turn Mahometan, or be impaled alive; chana ln(yt0 
the Chriftian faith again, after having turned Mahome- 
tan, for which the punilhment is roafting alive, or bei n ^ 
thrown from the city walls, when the unhappy furftrer 
is caught upon (harp pointed hooks, and hangs feveral 
days in the moft exquifite tortures before he expire* 
Fomenting a revolt, or killing a Turk, is punifhed by 
impaling or burning. Thofe who attempt to efcapc 
from flavery arc put to death in the following fingular 
and cruel manner : the criminal is hung naked on a 



high gallows by two hooks, the one failened quite 
through the palm of one hand, and the other through 
the foal of the oppofitt foot, where he is left til) death 
relieves him Com his cruel fuffcrings. A Moor con- 
victed of burglary hath his right hand cut off, and faf, 
tened about his neck, and then is led through the city 
on an afs, with his face towards the t:ul ; and per Ions 
of diftinction, for crimes againft the ftatt, are placed 
between two boards, and fawed afundcr. 

Befides the grand dowan, there are inferior ones in 
fome of the diftricts, in all which the procefs is very 
concife; the charge is heard, the witnetfes (worn, the 
defence attended to, and fentence immediately giver. 
Chriftian flaves in Algiers are very numerous, every 
eighth of whom is the property of the dey. Thofe who 
come of good families, and can procure a confidcrable 
ranfom, and fuch as have trades, or can make them- 
felves otherwifc ufeful, are treated tolerably well - t but 
fuch as arc of poor parentage, and have not learned to 
perform any thing which can procure favour, are terri- 
bly ufed. 

O flavery ! thou fiend of hell's recefs, 
Proftife of woes, and pregnant, wi th diftrefs ■, 
Eternal horrors in thy prefence reign, 
And meagre famine leads thy doleful train. 
To each curft load fubjccVion adds more weight, 
And pain is doubled in the vaffal's fate. 
O'er nature's fprightly face thou fpreadil a gloom, 
And to the grave do'ft ev'iy pleafure doom. 

In the metropolis none but the principal people are 
allowed to ride on horfeback j others either ride on 
alTes or walk on foot. Women throw a veil overthetn 
when they go abroad, fo that they are unknown to all 

but the flaves who attend them. 

The principal employment of the women is drefflng, 
lolling on their fofas, bathing, con ver fing, vih ting the 
tombs of relations, and fauntering in their gardens. 
The men pafs moft of their vacant time with the wo- 
men in their gardens, in convention, drinking cottec, 

fmoaking, &c. m A , 

Polygamy is allowed among the Algerines. Mar- 
riage contracts are generally left to the uitritoncc rf 
friends. When the marriage is agreed upon the b 1 c 
groom fends a prefent to-thc bride, and grat is iwr 
relations with a feaft and mufical entertainment 11 w 
marriage ceremony is concluded with another enter 

tainment. . , ^ mt r tn «\ irr. 

The Algcrine. are very inexpert in the medical art 

After deatTi, the corpfe being waftied vf.™ n 
fhirt, drawers, filk robe and turban, it is la d 1 * 
of fquare coffin, and carried on mens ft«iWw I 
means of poles to the place of interment, attended 7 

relations and friends. „,,„,<r veiled 

Mourning i. expreflcd by the women p. ng ^ 
for fome days, and the men wear ng their oe 
month. During three days after the funtra 1 * 
relations vifit me tomb, thftr.bi.te aim ■ « t 1 
and fuffer no fire to be lighted in their 
better fort haycepitaphs on their to.nb , ftonts. ^ 
.- The Algerines have an armament n»» . ft cs by 
and are fupplied with warlike implements and »« 

the Europeans. , ,, rc tenJ "» 

The Algerine failors are very fil hy. > g.^, 0 „g I n B 
defpifc the nicety found in moft of the veiTJs Uc« b 

to the Chriftians. 
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HISTORY of ALGIERS. 

rr\HE Algcrines were fucceflively fubjecT: to the Ro- 
I mans, Vandals, Greeks, and Arabs, till the year 
ioa when they were brought under the government 
of divers rulers from their own tribes. But thefe falling 
out among themfelvcs, Ferdinand V. king of Arragon, 
took advantage of their civil dilTentions, fent a power- 
ful armament to Algiers, and rendered it tributary to 

This fubjec"tion continued till the death of Ferdinand, 
which happened in 151 6, when the famous Barbarofia, 
on pretence of undertaking their deliverance from the 
Suanilh yoke, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed fove- 
reign, and became formidable not only to the neigh- 
bouring Mates, but alfo to the Europeans, till he was 
at length oppofed by the emperor Charles V. and loft 
his life in an action with the Spaniards and Arabs. His 
fucceflbr, of the fame name, as the moft-effe&ual bar- 
rier againft his numerous enemies, propofed to cede 
the kingdom of, Algiers to the Grand Seignior, SelimL 
on condition that he flipuld rule it as viceroy, and be 
aflilted with fome Turkilh forces/ Selim complied wijth 
the propoful, in confequence of which Barbarofia laid 
fiege to the. Span ifli fore, took it by dorm, repaired it, 
put a garrifon in it, and rendered Algiers more fecure 
than it had ever been before. The Algerines, embol- 
dened by this fuccefs, making depredations on the ter- 
ritories on thecoaft belonging to the Spaniards, Charles 
the Fifth failed with a formidable armament, landed his 
forces, and built a fort on an eminence, which ftill goes 
by the name of the Emperor's Fort. He then clolely 
inverted the city, and turned the courfe of the dream 
that fupplied it with water, which greatly di ft re (Ted the 
inhabitants, who neverthelefs held out, till the emperor 
was obliged to raife the fiege, after fuftaining a great 
lofsof Ihips and men. 

Since the mifcarriage of Charles V. the kingdom of 
Algiers continued a province of the Grand Seignior's, 
governed by a viceroy of his nomination. Thefe vice- 
roys abufing their power, and opprefling the people in 
general, and the foldiery in particular, the latter ob- 
tained permiflion from the Porte to chufc a dey out of 
the troops, as a check upon the bafhaw or viceroy, and 
to fuperintend the diftribution of the money raifed for 
their payment, as well as feveral other public affairs. 
The power of the deys greatly increafing in procefs of 
time, they are now become independent fovereigns, 

and are, properly fpeaking, only allies of the Ottoman 
Porte. 

In i6Sa the Algerines entered into a treaty of alli- 
ance with England; and that year and the following 
hoftilities were carried on between the Algerines and 
French, attended with horrid maflacres on both fides, 
till at length a peace was concluded between them. 

The treaty between the Englifh and Algerines was 

often broke and often renewed, from the time of its 

commencement, for feveral years, as the latter could 

never refrain from their piratical practices. They were 

at length, however, brought to reafon, and a treaty was 

hgned at Algiers in 1700, comprifing articles for the 

Security of the veflTels of Great Britain and all its de- 
pendencies. 

The Spaniards attacked Algiers with a formidable, 
armament jn 177 c, but failed in their defign, with the 
»oh of about 800 killed, and aooo wounded. 

SECTION VI. 
TUNIS. 

Utjtio>t t Boundaries, Extent, Climate, Soil, Productions, 

Cafes, Gulpbs, Mountains, &c. 

TV^/i? is pa 1t.. of l ¥ wm»«7 formerly belonging 

t C r r pl, i >! ! C °I Cartha S*> »nd exhibits a me- 
llLhol y P™* «f the aeeting nature of human gran- 
No. 38. 0 
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deur; having fcarcely a ruin' that can mark out the 
place of the once celebrated Carthage. It is bounded 
on the north by the Mediterranean, on the fouth by 
Biledulcrerid, on the eaft by Tripoli; and on the weft 
by Algiers; being 2.10 miles in .length 1 * and 170 in 
breadth; and lies between 33 deg. 30 min. and 37 
deg. 12 min. north lat. and between 8 deg. and 1 1 deg. 
20 min. eaft longitude. 

The air of Tunis is clear; pure, anb! healthy. The 
foil in many places is barren, ejecept the weftern parrs, 
where it is well watered. Some of the vallies produce 
corn, oil, grapes, and various fruits in abundance. 
The country is full of mulberry trees. The animals, 
&c. are the fame as in Algiers. 

This kingdom is divided into eight diftricts, viz. 
Tunis Proper; Byrfa, or Carthage and Goletta; El- 
Medea; Sufa; Kayr-wan, or Cairvan ; Hammer^ 
Bizerta, and Porto FaYi no. But thefe are included in 
two grand circuits, which the dey makes annually, ac- 
companied by his principal attendants 

The inland towns have, in general, been deftroyed 
by the Arabians, who will not fuffer them to be rebuilt, 
that their rambles may "not be impeded, or their depre- 
dations prevented. The principal cities and towns arc, 
therefore, on the fea-coait, but they are not above 14 
in number, fmall of extent, and moft of them but thinly 
inhabited. The other places, either near the coa ft, or 
in the interior part of the country, are fo inconfidera- 
bie as not to merit mentioning. 

To defcribe the country, it will be mod convenient 
to mention the dey's fummer and winter circuits* 
In fummer the dey takes the northern circuit, which is 
by far the moft agreeable, as he then paiTes through the 
pleafant, fertile, and populous placer ; and in the win- 
ter he purfues his journey through the other parts of 
his dominions. 

The principal rivers are the Zainc, which feparates 
the Tunifian from the Algerine dominions; the Me- 
jerda, or Megerada ; the Miliana, which forms the 
Bay of Tunis ; and the Gabbs, or Triton of the ancients. 

There are a few iflands belonging to this ftate, viz. 
a fmall one in the river Zaine, rented by the Genoefe ; 
Cape Negro Ifland, rented by the French Afiican 
company > the Jalta, and the iflands of Cant, ramark- 
able only for the dangerous fhoals near them. The 
principal capes are Cape Serra, 15, miles from Cape 
Negro ; the Three Brothers, which are three rocky 
capes near the continent ; Cape Bianca, or the White 
Cape, famed for being the place where Scipio firft 
landed in Africa ; Cape Zibeed, celebrated for the great 
quantities of raifins made upon it ; and Cape Bon, or 
the Promontory of Hercules. 

The principal gulphs of this kingdom are thofe of 
Bizerta and Tunis. 

The moft remarkable mountains are the Zowaan^ 
which is very high, and gives name to a town fit tinted 
at its foot, the- inhabitants of which are particularly 
{killed in dying fcarlet caps, and bleaching linen j the 
Gueflcr, the Nufura, and the Bene-te-fren. 

Defcription of Tunis, the Metropolis of the Kingdom, 

Inhabitants, Cuftoms, 6rV. 

TUNIS is fituated at about the diftance of 300 
miles from Algiers. This capital is unhealthy, 
from the marines and lakes that furround it, and the 
deficiency of frelh water. The former inconvenience 
the inhabitants remedy as much as pofllble, by burning 
prodigious quantities of aromatic woods and herbs; 
and the latter by procuring fweet water from the fp rings 
of Barrio, at about a mile diftance, ana* catching rain 
water in large refcrvoirs. 

The city of Tunis is about three miles in circumfe- 
rence, exclufive of the fuburbs, which are not very 
large : the main ftrects are capacious, but the lanes 
very narrow. The houfca, which are built of ftone, are 
but one ftory high, and have flat roofs. There are but- 
few handlbme buildings, the great mofque and bey's 

S !• palac* 
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paUcc excepted. In the treasury chamber befides 
Scher valuable article, the book containing the Tuni- 
fian code oflaws is kept. The grand mofq«c is re- 
markable for its fizc and ^magnificent ^ tower f hc c g 
has five gates ; and without the walls arc the I urkiin 
foulchrcs, which have an agreeable look from the in- 
termixture of marble tombs and flower plats. 

The ftaple commodities here are woollen and linen, 
in which articles the manufacturers excel all others in 
Barbary. The colleges and academies are numerous 
and large, the janiflaries barracks fpacious the cuflom- 
houfe Tolerably handfome, and the exchange for the 
merchants very convenient. The dock is tolerable, 
and the arfenal pretty well ftored with materials for the 

building of gallies. 

Tunis is defended by a ftrong caftle, erected on an 
eminence, by the fort of Coletta, and by a fortreft built 
on an ifland in the neighbouring lake. The inhabitants 
of Tunis arc a mixture of Turks, Moors, Arabian?, 
Jews, and Chriftians of various nations ; but their ge- 
neral character does them fingular honour, as they are 
reputed to be more polite, more kind to their flaves, 
and much lefs haughty, infolent, and mercenaiy, than 
moft of the other inhabitants of Barbary. In fine, the 
generality of them prefer the fruits of honeft induftry to 
unlawful plunder, and feek wealth from commerce ra- 
ther than from plunder. 

The women are remarkable for their beauty and the 
delicacy of their complexions. The men are fun-burnt, 
but tall and well (haped. Both fexes are clean in their 
perfons, and neat in their dreflVs, ufe perfumes very 
much, and bathe frequently. The women, when they 
go abroad, are veiled ; but at home they are permitted 
to be feen by, and converfe with (Irangers. 

The inhabitants have plenty of palms, figs, dates, 
citrons, lemons, olives, &c. but feel a great fcarcity of 
corn, and are not even fecure of what little they are 
able to raife ; for it is no uncommon thing, in harveft 
time, for the Arabs to come fuddenly upon the huf- 
bandmen, and plunder the whole territory of all the ripe 
grain. The rich are, however, fupplied by commer- 
cial means with wheat, with which they make fine 
cakes, and an excellent kind of vermicelli. The poor 
are obliged to content themfelves with barley, and even 
that they cannot at all times procure ; but when they 
are fo happy as to obtain a little, they regale themfelves 
by making it into a dumpling, which they eat raw, on- 
ly dipping it into a little oil and vinegar, or plain wa- 
ter, if thofearc not to be got. They have, however, 
plenty of honey and fruits, but leldom cat meat, ex- 
cept upon feftivals, or fome very fingular occafioh. 

Cities, towns, milages, fcfe. of the Kingdom of Tunis. 

TWTABEL, is a nouriming town, fituated in a low 
1^1 ground, at about a mile and a half from the fea 
(hore, and nine miles from Tunis. It is famous for 
potatoes. 

Marfa, or El-Merfa, which implies a haven, is 
fituated where the port of ancient Carthage (food. It 
contains a magnificent mofque, a capacious college, 
about 800 houies, and fever al palaces, built by the 
molt confiderable Tunifians for pleafure, as the terri- 
tory is exceeding agreeable and fertile. This pleafant 
diftricT was once the feat of the celebrated city of Car- 
thage, the center of commerce, miftrefa of the fea, 
and rival of imperial Rome, when that city was in its 
mod flour idling It ate. 

Carthage (lood on a gulph in a pcninfula of between 
40 and 50 miles in circuit. In the center of the citv 
was the citadel, called Byrfa, on the fummit of which 
was a temple dedicated to /Efculapius. On the land 
fide the city was defended by a very high triple wall, 
flanked with towers, 4,80 feet diiiant from each other. 
The towns, walls, &c. contained ftablcs, Itore-houfca, 
and ban mi ks for 20,000 foot, 4000 horfc, and 300 ele- 
phants, with the requifitc food, fodder, &c. which, 
though lodged within the walls, did not in the lead in- 
commode the trading part of the inhabitants. 



SYSTEM or UNIVERSAL, GEOGRAPHY. 

Carthage had two harbours, which communicated • 
with each other, and had only one common en trace of 
70 feet in breadth. The one was for merchant fliip s 
and the other for (hips of war. The l itter harbour' 
and the ifland ofCothon in th^ mid 1 1 of it, had many 
magnificent warehouies, full of (tores, appertaining ta 
them. 3 

A modern author fays, ce The number of inhabiting 
of this city (Carthage) at the beginning of the t'.ird 
Punic war was 700,000; a prodigious number, or- 
dering the many terrible blows received from the Ro- 
mans during the tuft and fecund Punic wars, as will ai 
from their own mercenaries betwixt thefe wars, and j,j 
their deflxuclive broils with Maffinilf.i. The force; 
they could bring into the field, as well as their power 
by lea, was very formidable j thofe under Hamilcar 
againft Glon confifting of 300,000 men, and the fleet of 
more than 2000 mips of war, and 3oootranfports." 

At this time, the Roman hiftorians inform us, that 
the city was 23 miles in circuit, and that the temple of 
Apollo was lined with plates of gold, and the image 
of that fabulous deity was of mafly gold ; but thefe 
treafures, as well as many other valuable articles, be- 
came the plunder of the Romans when Scipio facked 
the city. 

It may not be improper to obferve, that the Cartha- 
ginians were addicted to the moft grofs idolatry, and 
their facrifices were replete with the molt horrid cruel- 
ties. Diodorus Siculus informs us, that their pr ncipal 
deity was Chronus, the Saturn of the Romans, to whom 
they facrificed the children of the bed families, as a 
certain law enjoined them to offer up none but fueh as 
were nobly born. At length, however, they fubftitut- 
ed the children of flaves, prifoners, &c. to gr/.tify their 
fuppofed bloody idol, till Agathocles made war upon 
them, and reduced them to the utmoft extremity; 
when fancying that their misfortunes were owing to the 
improper offerings made to Chronus, they barbaroufly 
facrificed aoo well defcended children : but their abfurd 
cruelty availed them nothing, for their army was foon 
after totally defeated. This fo furprifed them, that they 
imagined the facrificewas not fufficiently bloody, when, 
influenced by the fame ridiculous idea, 300 of the 
principal citizens voluntarily offered up their lives as 
oblations to the fanguinary idol. Their cruel facrifice3 
were, however, ufelels, for their misfortunes ftill con- 
tinued to increafe. 

This idol of the Carthaginians is fi equently mentioned 
in the facred writings under the name of Molcch ; ant! 
thefe very execrable facrifices are llritfly forbiddm, 
particularly in the following paffages : Leviticus xvni. 
a 1. And thou pa it not let any of thy Jeedpajs through the 
fire to Molech, neither /halt thou preface the name of thy 
God: I am the LORD. Leviticus xx. 2. Jgam, m* 
Jhalt fay to the children of JJrael, JVhofocver he be of 
the children of JJrael, or of the Jlran^ers that fojourn 
in Ifracl, that giveth any of his Jeed unto Molech he 
jhall Jurely be put to death * the people of the ff»*J 'f' 
ftone him with ft ones. 2 Kings, xxiii. 10. /Ind beep- 
ed Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of fit** 
nom, that no man might make his f on or his dangbterjo 
pafs through the fire to Molech. Pfiilm cvi. f-ff 
Jhed innocent blood, even the blood of their Jons and of t. .v/r 
daughters, whom they facrificed unto the idcl> ofCau^:. 
and the land was polluted with blood. 

From the abominable practice of facrificiiig child'™ 
to Chronus, or Saturn, the fable of Saturn's devouring 
his children originated. But the cuftom was In InocK- 
ing to humanity, that the Roman poets and lauuni» 
thought proper to drop the literal meaning for an a 
•orical one I and changing, therefore, the myt hoh giwi 
aturn into Time, the idea appeared without anv no - 
ror annexed to it ; and they represented thereby a ^pM 
fing and inftruftive fable > for Saturn was laid to .t 
fume all things, devour his own children, am 
them up agafn. This alludes to Time, which 
fumes all things that it produces, till they are revive* 

and, as it were, again renewtd : thus days, roontj. 
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n A v«rs are the children of Time, which he conftantly 
"Soors and re-produces. Sometimes Saturn is painted 



u^cln two boys and two girls, implying, that as pa- 
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ted by the four feafons of the year. In his left hand 
"fcythe, with which he mows down all things. He 
holds an hour-glafs in his hand, to exprefsthc vicifli- 

tudcsoflife. 

Thcftrange viciflitudes of human fate,. 
Still altering, never in a fteady ft ar e ; 
Good after ill, and after pain delight, # 
Alternate, like the fcenes of day and night. 
Since evVy man who lives is born to die, 
And none can boaft fmcere felicity, 
With equal minds what happens let us bear, 
No r joy, nor grief, too much beyond our care : 
Like pilgrims, to th' appointed place we tend ; 
The world's an inn, and death the journey s end. 
Ev'n kings but play, and when their part is done, 
Some other, worfe, or better, mount the throne. 

And in his right hand he holds a ferpent, twilled into a 
circular form, with the tail in its mouth to denote eter- 
nity, which revolves into itfelf * and is 

Agulph, whofe large extent no bounds engage, 
A ftill beginning, never ending age. 

Eternity, that boundlefs race, 
"Which Time himfelf can never run, 

(Swift as he flies with an unwearied pace J 
Which, when ten thoufand thoufand years are done, 
Is ftill the fame, and ftill to be begun. 

The inhuman cuftom of facrificing children to idols 
did not, however, ceafe with the deftrudlion of Car- 
thage, but continued among the Africans till the time 
of Tiberius k Caefar, emperor of Rome, who was fo 
(hocked at the horrid practice, that he not only prohi- 
bited it under fevere penalties, but deftroyed the idols, 
and hanged the priefts. 

The extenfive, opulent, and populous city of Car- 
thage was finally deftroyed by Scipio JEmilianus, in 
the third year of the 158th Olympiad, in the year of 
the world 3857, and 147 years before Chrift ; and no 
veftiges of it remain at prefent, except fome fragments 
of the noble refervoirs which received into the city frefti 
water for the ufe of the inhabitants, and the ruins of 
the expenfive aqueducts, by which the water was con- 
veyed. The latter reach above 30 miles in the coun- 
try, are near 1 1 yards over, finely arched, and in moft 
places faced with ftone, or coated with a ftrong cement. 

There are divers other cities, towns, and villages, 
in the kingdom of Tunis, all of which are greatly de- 
cayed : but fome few are efti mated for natural produc- 
tions, commerce, baths, and other valuable confidera- 
tions. Among thefe are Arradez, Sonfa or Sufa, Kayr- 
wan or Carvan, Hamamel, Bizerta, Porto Farino, 
Bayjah Tuberbo or Urbs, &c. The moft remarkable of 
thefe are the folic wing : 

Sonfa, or Sufa, the capital of the province of the 
fame name, is one of the moft confiderable cities in the 
kingdom. It has a flourifbing trade for oil, linen, wax, 
honey, and pickled fifli. The town is fituated on a 
nigh rock, behind which runs an extenfive plain coun- 
try, fertile in barley, figs, olives, fruit, and pafturage. 
Though it hath greatly fallen from itspriftine grandeur, 
it is ftill wealthy and populous, and tne inhabitants are 
polite and courteous to ftrangers. A Turkifti bafhaw 
rrfides here. The fuperior people arc merchants, ware- 
housemen, and mechanics; the lower clafs are huf- 
bandmen, herdfmen, and potters. It is divided into 
tne up| e r and lower city, has a good port, and pays 
*2,ooodiicats to the governor of the province. 

Kayrwan, or Carvan, is the capital of a province of 
<ne lame name i and what is Angular, it may be deem- 
«i one of the moft jmpulous and flourifhing towns in 

I k,n ^°m, though fituated in a barren delart, defti- 

ca 1 i • waUT » and without the lraft article which 
an tulUin life, except what is brought in carts from 



feveral mites diftance. It is *4 rniles from*onfa, zh& 
has, about half a mile from the town, a reservoir and * 
pond for the reception of rein water : the iohibitanti 
are fupplied from the ffrft, and the caftle from the laft. 
The waters of both, but more particularly the Utter, 
are unwholefome, and occafion many disorders, not on- 
ly in the beafts, but in the human fpecies. 

A late author fays, from good authority, " This city 
was rebuilt by Hukba, generaliflimo of Ottman, or 
Hatman's forces, which laft was the fucceflbr of Maho- 
met III. caliph of Damafcus, in the year 652, and 
had lent him from Arabia into thofe parts, to make 
what conquefts he could in them. Hukba, having 
landed his forces in fome of the neighbouring ports, 
made choice of this barren and defolate fpot for the 
place of their rendezvous, and of the ruinated city for 
his retreat, which he accordingly caufed to be furround- 
ed with lofty, and ftrong brick walls, flanked with ftate- 
ly towers ; and, among other noble edifices, built a 
moft magnificent mofque, fupported by an incredible 
number of (lately columns of fine granite, two of which 
were of fo exquifite and lively a red, befpangled all 
over with little white fpots like the porphyry, that their 
price was reckoned ineftimable, and the whole ftrufture 
the moft magnificent in all Africa. It had likewife a 
very confiderable revenue and endowments, and the 
title and privilege of a head metropolis, as being the 
firft Mahometan mofque built in this part of the world, 
upon which account it is likewife become the burying- 
place of the Tunifian monarchs j and not only they, 
but all the grandees and wealthy men of the kingdom, 
are ambitious of having their remains depofited in it, 
from a fuperftitious notion, that the prayers of the head 
pontiff" and fucceflbr of Mahomet, will procure them 
a plenary pardon of their fins, and fend them by the 
neareft way into paradife. The very city itfelf is held 
fo facred among them, that thofe great perfonages ufu- 
ally pull of their Ihoes before they, enter it, and caufe 
fome (lately chapels and oratories to be erected over the 
graves of their dead relations ; and fome times fettle a 
yearly fum upon them, not only to keep them in repair, 
but likewife to retain a number of idle priefls and monks 
to refort thither at proper times. It is moft probably 
upon the account of this fuperftitious concourfe, and 
vaft donatives, that this city is ftill fo thriving, not* 
withstanding the dearnefs and fcarcity of provifions." 

Hamamel is a fmall but opulent city, fituated upon 
a promontory near the fea, and fo well fecured on the 
land fide by rugged and inacceflible rocks, that a very 
fmall expence would render it totally impregnable. Itis 
51 miles from Tunis by land, and 60 leagues by fea. 

Bizerta is fituated upon a canal between a lake, of 
the fame name and the fea, eight miles from Cape 
Blanco, and ten miles from Tunis. It is well fortified, 
particularly on the fide neareft the fea, and contains two 
towers to defend the haven, a confiderable magazine, 
and two large prifons for (laves. It has plenty of frefh 
water, and is well fupplied with filh. Eight inconfide- 
rable villages belong to the governor of this place, 
whofe inhabitants, as well as thofe of Bizerta itfelf, arc 
miferably poor, though the territory is pretty fertile. 
Their only drefs is a coarfe cloth wrapped round their 
bodies, and another about their heads in lieu of a tur- 
ban. They are, however, admirable horfemcn, but da 
not (hoe their horfes, or ufe either bridles or faddles. 

The Bizertines are deemed by all travellers the moft 
fuperftitious people in the kingdom of Tunis, and by 
fome in all Barbary. They wilinot undertake the moft 
trivial affair without hanging a great number of amulets 
or charms about them ; and it they travel, they load 
their horfes with the fame kind of fuppofed fecurities, 
which are only pieces of parchment or paper inferibed 
with ftrange characters, and fewed it\ leather or filk. 

Porto Farino is much fallen from its ancient fplen- 
dor, and is now only remarkable for its fine cotton, and 
where the Tunifian navy is kept. The town (lands be- 
tween the Cape of Bizerta ana the Cape of Carthage, 
the promontory of Apollo : it H culled by the natives 
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Garel-Mailah, or the Cave of Salt, from the falt-works 
in the vicinity. Urwis, king of France, commonly 
tailed St. Lewis, died here in his expedition to the 

Holy Land. . . . r 

Bayjah, or Baia, js the chief mart in the kingdom tor 
corn, which the neighbouring territory produces in fuch 
plenty, that the Tunifians proverbally fay, // they had 
but fuch another market town, corn mould be as cheap as 
/and all over the kingdom. This town, which is about 
jo miles from the northern coaft, and 108 W. S. W. 
rom Tunis, is furrounded by a wall, and defended by 
a citadel. 

Tuberbo, or Uibs, is 1 80 miles fouth of Tunis. It 
has a callte with fome cannon, and a garrifon, and is 
inhabited by Andalufian Moors. Many veftiges of its 
foimer fplendor are here found : and MahamBey, from 
the ruins of a magnificent theatre, caufed a very lofty 
bridge, or rather dam, to be creeled, in order to raife 
water from the river Mejerda fufficiently high to water 
a beautiful plantation of oranges, lemons, citrons, 
pomegranates, nectarines, peaches, apricots, dates, 
rigs, and other fruit-trees, which were fet in diftinct 
fpors, that they might grow without intermixture with 
each other. Between the cattle and the town^a. chryttal- 
line ft ream of fir Hi water ran through an alabafter con- 
duit, and turned feveral mills in its courfe ; but this 
valuable work is now almoft ruined. 

Along fome part of the coaft of this kingdom the 
(and banks are very dangerous, as (hips which approach 
too near are drawn in by the vortex, and often loft. 
' There are hot fprings in many parts of the country. 
There is a mountain of fait, named Jibbel Hadilefia, 
which is as hard as a rock, of a dark red colour, and 
bitter j but when it is wafhed from the precipices by the 
rains, it lofts its bitternefs, and becomes foft and white. 
Befides this, there are fome fmall rocks of a blueifh 
caft, the fait of which is much admired, and fells at a 
high price. 

Amongft the artificial curiofitics in this kingdom is a 
threefold mofaic pavement, which is a noble piece of 
workmanmip, exhibiting a great number of objects in 
the animal and vegetable creation, beautifully diverft- 
fied, finely variegated with the moft admirable colours, 
and wrought with^a fymmetry that is truly aftonifhing. 
This place is called Seedy-Doude, or the Sanctuary of 
David. Another piece is the amphitheatre of Jemine, 
or rather its fragment, which confifts of 64 arches, and 
four orders of columns \ but they have flittered confide- 
rably from the Arabs, and from one of the beys, who 
ordered four of the arches to be blown up. There arc 
alfo the remains of the triumphal arches of Spialta, 
tyh'ich greatly evince their ancient magnificence ; and a 
maufoleum near Hamamel, which is an admirable 
building, in the form of a cylinder, vaulted beneath, 
and 60 feet in diameter. 

Government, Revenues, Forces, Religion, Onflows, t£c. 

THE bey of Tunis is fupreme, but chofen by the 
divan, and under the protection of the Ottoman 
Porte, which keeps a bafhaw here, but his power is fo 
curtailed, that he may be deemed a mere cypher. 

The beys of Tunis, through motives of fear, keep 
tip a good con efjxmdcnce with their neighbours of Al- 
giers and Tripoli, and, from policy, aim to cultivate a 
riendfhip with the fubjeets of England and France* 
though they are at perpetual variance with the Spa- 
niards, Sardinians, Venetians, Maltefe, the fubjects of 
the F.cclcfiaftical State, &c. 

The annual revenues of the kingdom amount to 
1 OCkoool. and the forces to about 5000 men in peace, 
find 40,000 in war. 

Their maritime power is much lefs than what might 
be imagined, eonfidering their admirable Ikuation. 
Their capital (hips are feldom above four in number, 
the largeft carrying only 40 guns. Befides which they 
have about 30 galliots of Various burthens, that arc 
manned with from ao to 1 20 men each, who arcrenc- 
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gadoes, Turks, and Gouloglies, or fons 0 f mar-- a 
loldiers. The command Is, however, always J 
renegadoesj at leaft very few inftances havY^ 0 



private perlons, who p*y a certain (tipulated quo* f f 
whatever they acquire to the bey. The mtrcLtZ 
vellels are very numerous, and the merchants purft' 
traffic with great avidity. r c 

When a Ihip brings in a prize, the hull of the vr-ffcl 
and half the cargo, after all expences are deducte 1 
belong to the bey, and the remainder is divided between 
die captain and the (hip's company. 

During the whole time that a Chriftian man of w ar 
is in the road, the conful, and the merchants of >L 
nation to which it belongs, keep colours flying 0ll t y 
tops of their houfes. If a fiave efcapes, and r*ets on 
board a man of war, the b?y cannot reclaim him • on 
which account it isufual, as foon as a fhip of force'ap 
pears in the road, to keep all the Chriftan flaves very 
clofe confined, and abridge them of the liberty other- 
wife allowed them till their departure; previous to which 
the bey fends to the commander a prefentof oxen, fheep 
poultry, and other refreshments. 

The Tunifians export corn, oil, wax, wool, hides 
Morocco leather, beans, lentils, &c. and import Spa* 
nifh wool, Languedoc cloth, pepper, fugar, vermi- 
lion, cloves, wine, brandy, hardware, iron, ite-1, pi, 
per, gold arid filver tifliie, damafks, filk and woollen 
Huffs, &c They likewife trade for a variety of articles 
to Egypt, Arabia, the Levant, and the neighbouring 
piratical ftates. 

The Englifh, French, Dutch, Genoefe, and Ger- 
mans, have their con Mils in Tunis, who are treated 
with great refpect. 

All public wiitings are in the Arabic language, 
which is here much corrupted from its purity and ele- 
gance ; but commerce is carried on in that jargon of 
tongues known by the name of Lingua Franca. 

Jews are very numerous in this kingdom ; it is 
affirmed that there are upwards of 10,000 in Tunis only: 
but as they are very much addicted to cheat all with 
whom they deal, keep falfe weights and meafures, 
make fraudulent bankruptcies, and adulterate molt ar- 
ticles in which they trade, the laws are particularly le- 
velled agajnft them, and they are, when detected, more 
feverely punifhed than any other foreigners. 

The lame religion, manners, and cuftoms prevail 
here as in Algiers, except in the following inilancc: 
If a renegado mould turn Chriftian again, they wrap 
him up in a cloth dipped in pitch, and burn himj or 
elfe pile (tones, mud, mortar, .&c. all round him, and 
having walled in all but his head, they rub that over 
with honey, which attracts wafps and other infects, that 
torment the poor wretch with their (lings till he expires, 
which fometimes does not happen for feveral days. If 
a Have is caught in attempting to efcape, or murders 
his patron, his limbs are all broken, and then he is f.il- 
tened to a horfe's tail, and dragged through the ilrccts 
till he dies. 



HISTORY of TUNIS. 



T 



UK fir ft mo 
worthy of 



>narch of Tunis, whofe tran fictions 1 are 
record, was Abu Rrez, who, polfel- 



fing great wealth and power, aflumed the title 01 king 
of Africa, (lengthened and embelliflud Tunis, ana 
gave it the name of the metropolis of Afih'a, in the 
year 1294. Anarchy and confufion prevailed during 
the reigns of feveral of his fucccflbrs, of which the fa- 
mous flarbarofla before mentioned availed hmitel/i oj 
fittino; out a ftrong armament, and making himk'U 
tcr ot feveral towns, forts, &c. of the kingdom 01 
Tunis. This fo terrified Muley 1 lafllm, die 
monarch, .that he quitted Ids dominions, and api»» 
for fuccour to the emperor Charles V. 

That 
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-That prince undertook his defence, fitted out a 
powerful armament, totally vanquiihed the haughty 
Lnd perfidious Barbarofla, and re-eftabhfhed Muley 
HaVan upon his throne, under conditions honourable 
to himfelf, and advantageous to the Chriftian caufe. 

TR^rbaroffa, however, in procefs of time, renewed 
his attacks upon Tunis ; fo that Muley Haffan went 
again to Europe to apply for fuccours ; and during his 
abfence, his fon Hamida revolted againft him, and 
raifed a dangerous commotion at home. Hanan, ap- 
nrifed of this revolution, returned home with about 
2000 Euroepan forces ; but his fon defeated him, took 
him prisoner, and deprived him of his fight. Hamida 
had been fo fuccelsful in forming alliances with the 
Arabian and Moorilh chiefs, that he recovered Tunis, 
from which he had been driven by Abdelmelech, Haf- 
fan's brother, and reigned without moleftation till the 
year 1570, when Hali, bafhaw of Algiers, difpoftefled 

himofit. , 1 • • i»t 

The unfortunate Haffan, during this interval, had 

found means to make another voyage to Europe, and 
remained in the emperor's court till that monarch had 
•spared a powerful armament to drive Barbarofla, 
and other formidable pirates, from the places they 
nofTetfed on the Barbary coaft. At length the grand 
imperial fleet arrived on the coaft of Arrica, with the 
unfortunate Haffan, old and blind : but the wretched 
monarch foon after died of a fever in the Chriftian camp. 

The European admiral foon made himfelf matter of 
mod places on the fea coaft ; but the emperor ordering 
them ail to be evacuated, the Goletta excepted, having 
occafion for his troops in Europe, Hali, the Turk, 
pofleffed himfelf of Tunis : but the bafliaw Sinan made 
a total conqueft of the kingdom, in the reign of the 
Grand Seignior Selim II. and deftroyed all the Chrif- 
tians but fourteen, whom he fent in chains to Conllan- 
tinople. Having brought the whole beneath the Otto- 
man yoke, he appointed for its government a bafliaw 
or viceroy, a divan, feveral governors or beys over the 
different provinces, 4000 janiffaries, and a number of 
garrifons in the different cities, towns, and fortreffes. 
This revolution terminated the fplendor of* the kings of 
Tunis in 1574, after 280 years continuance from its firft 
cftablifliment by Abu- Fere z. 

Tunis now began to be governed by deys chofen by 
the divan ; but the (late was in fuch confufion, the jea- 
loufies were fo great, the intrigues fo various, and new 
deys fo frequently elected, that in the fpace of 120 
years no lefs than 23 reigned, all of whom, five ex- 
cepted, were either dethroned or murdered. 

During the reigns of the feveral deys, Tunis was 
involved in anarchy and confufion, till Haflan-Bcn- 
Hali, a political and formidable prince, freed it from 
a dependence on the Porte, rendered himfelf fo power- 
ful as to (land in no awe of his neighbours the Algerincs 
and Tripolitans, reftrained his fubjetts from acts of 
piracy, and concluded commercial treaties with the 
Chriftian powers, particularly the Dutch and Englifh, 
about the clofe of the laft century, fince which nothing 
of importance has occurred. 

SECTION VII. 

TRIPOLI. 

TRIPOLI was once the richeft, moll populous and 
opulent, of all the ftates on the coaft of Barbary, 
but it is now greatly reduced. It is bounded on the 

n i° r «l V the Mcdite r r anean, on the fouth by Zaara or 
the Defart, on the eaft by Barca, and on the weft by 
I urns and Bileduloerid. It extends along the coaft 
about 700 miles, that is from 10 deg. 13 min. to ic 
dcg. 17 nun. eaft longitude. 

i he air is clear, but lefs healthy than that of Tunis. 
1 lie luil is the richeft in Barbary , and the vallies, where 
cultivated, produce large quantities of corn, grapes, 
olives, dates, and the various fruits natural to warm 
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climates. The animals arc the fame as thole of Algiers. 

No. 38. * 



The capital of the kingdom is Tripoli, which, tho* 
fmall, is populous. It is fituated on a fandy foil near 
the margin of the fea : ftrong walls, defended by for- 
midable rampms, and flanked by pyramidical towers, 
fur round it. Here are but two gates ; the north gat* 
towards the fea, and the fouth gate towards the country i 
and the whole <:ity forms the figure of a crefcent, the 
concave part of which enclofts the haven. At the ex- 
treme points of the harbour, which is, very commo- 
dious, are fome military works : tho fc to the eaft are in 
bad condition ; but on the weft ward there is a ftrong 
caftle, well fortified. The houfes in general are very 
mean, and low built, and the ftreets narrow and crook- 
ed. But there are fome remaining monuments of mag- 
nificence which feem to confirm the prevailing opinion 
of the inhabitants, that it was once remarkable for the 
fplendor of many of its public buildings. 

The deficiency of frefli water, and great fterility with 
refpect to grain, under which this city labours, are 
both fuppofed to have been occafioned by the encroach- 
ments or the fea, which has frequently been known to 
overflow the neighbouring territory to a very considera- 
ble diftance; fo that through the injurious effects of 
thefe inundations, the inhabitants of Tripoli could not 
fubfift upon the produce of their country, without the 
additional provifions continually brought in by their 
piratical veflels. 

The environs abound with the country houfes of the 
principal inhabitants, the gardens belonging to which 
are ufually managed by the Chriftian flaves, who are, 
however, at night all confined in a fingle bagnio or gaol 
in the city itfelF. 

Tripoli is frequently vifited by the plague, on which 
account the Franci leans, who are fetJed here, have; 
befides their church and convent, an hofpital, in which 
they adminifter relief to the Tripolines, as well as thofe 
of their own perfuafion. 

The city is far lefs confiderable than Algiers, and 
not comparable to Tunis. The government is the fame 
with that of the reft of the cities of Africa. The Moors 
are in as little credit here as at Algiers. The Nazarenc 
renegadoes enjoy by far the greateft (hare of autho- 
rity of any feci of people in the country, and fill the 
chief employments. Of all the corfairs of Barbary, 
none are lefs cruel, though none are fo much addicted 
to theft, as the people of Tripoli. 

Capez, or Yabs, as the Moors call it, is fituated on 
the ancient river Triton, to which the moderns have 
given the fame name as the town. Being the frontier 
town between Tripoli and Tunis, it is laru;e, and well 
fortified ; and in its neighbourhood are found the ruins 
of the ancient city called by the Romans Tacapa. Ca- 
pez, however, is but poor, and thinly inhabited by 
fi mermen, and a few hufbandmen, the latter of whicfi 
cultivate a fmall quantity of barley, a confiderable 
number of palm-trees, and a root which refcmblcs a 
potatoe. The natives are as black as negroes, and fo 
poor, that they look upon a few pecks of barley, and 
half a dozen of palm-trees, as a confiderable fortune. 
It is proper to obferve, that the river Capez rifes in a 
fandy defart, and difembogues itfelf into the Mediter- 
ranean j hence the waters are fo hot, that they cannot 
be drank till they have been put into fome cool place 
for about the fpace of two hours. 

El-Hamman was remarkable for its Roman walls, 
its hot fulphurous fprings, the aqueducts by which they 
were conveyed, and of which fcarce any veftiges re- 

The inhabitants are a few fimermcn, who are 
pirates when occafion offers j anil fome hufbandmen^ 
who are thieves at all opportunities. 

Zoara, or, as it is commonly called, Zarcs, is fup- 
pofed to be the ancient Pi fid an, being fituated on the 
fea coaft, near 19 miles from the I (land of Zarbie: it 
is fur rounded by an old wall almoft in ruins. The inha- 
bitants, who are but few in number, live by fiftiing, 
and burning quick - lime and pot-aih, or, when oppor- 
tunity ferves, by piracy. 



main. 



5 M 



Tht 



A NEW, ROYAL and AUTHENTIC SYSTEM of UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY. 



Thefe towns, which are all fituated on the weftern 
coafr of die Gulf of Sidra, are the befl in the country; 
thole on the eaftern fide, and within the gulf, are in a 
wretched condition indeed, and prefent a dreadful 
picture of the devaluations of time. 

Nature knows 
No ftcdfafl ftation, but or ebbs or flows j 
Ever in motion (he deflxoys her old, 
And carts, new figures in another mould ; 
I«,v'n times are in perpetual flux, and run 
Like rivers from their fountains rolling on ; 
For time no more than ftreams is at a ftay ; 
The flying hour is ever on her way ; 
And as the fountain ft ill fupplies her ftore, 
The wave behind impels the wave before : 
Thus in fuccefTive courfe the minutes run, 
And urge their predeceflbr minutes on ; 
Still moving, ever new, for former things 
Are fet afidc, like abdicated kings ; 
And ev'ry moment alters what is done, 
And innovates fome aft till then unknown. 
Time is th' err eft of motion, born a twin, 
And with the wojld did equally begin : 
Time like a dream that flattens from the more, 
Flies to an ocean, where 'tis known no more : 
All muft be iwallow'd in this endlefsdeep, 
And motion reft in evulafting deep. 

Thefc pairs of Africa have been fubjeft to a great 
variety of revolutions from the various inundations of 
Goths, Vandal*, Arabs, Mahometans, &c. who have 
over-run the country at different times; to which may 
be added the depredations of the Europeans, and ty- 
ranny of the government. The idand of Malta is a 
perpetual thorn in the fides of the piratical Rates, par- 
ticularly to thofe of Tripoli and Tunis, from the vi- 
cinity of its fituation j and the Maltefe knights merit 
the thanks of all commercial nations, for having fo 
greatly circumfcribed the power, and retrained the pi- 
racies of the Barbary rovers. 

After the Moors were driven out of Andalufia in 
Spain, they built the town of Derne on the weftern 
fide of the gulph of Sidra, which, indeed, is the only 
place worth mentioning in the diflrift of that name. It 
is fituated at the diftance of about half a mile from 
the Tea, and is better fupplicd with fweet water than 
moft of the towns in the Tripoline territories: never- 
thelefs the inhabitants are few in number, and wretch- 
edly poor in circumftanccs. The moft remarkable 
produce is great quantities of admirable honey, the 
delicacy of which is occafioned by the bees feeding 
upon a kind of Ihrub peculiar to this country, that 
bears a fragrant yellow flower, and blollbms all the 
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year. 

The diflrift of Mefratata was antiently 
riming, but at prefent is much reduced. 

The beys of Tripoli are not mere nominal vafT.ils 
to the TurkMh government, like thofe of Algiers and 
Tunis, but arc obliged to pay a cnnfiderable tribute, 
whkh puts them under the necelTity of tyrannizing 
over the poor, and reducing them to the utn.oft. indi- 
gence and inilery, in order to obtain a fuflkient fum to 
difcharge their quota. 

The revenues are raifed by an impoll on the coi fairs, 
which are ufually about eight in number, by a tax on 
commercial imports ami exports, and by a fubfidy 
which the Jews are obliged to furnifh. The bey hke- 
wife taxes the wild Arabs and inland Moors; but thefe 
frccjuently icfule to pay the. tribute, when he is obliged 
to lend his Hying camp of janifTaries among tluui to 
reduce them to obedience : but neither the Pone, or 
the Tuikilh baifa, trouble themlelves about the go- 
vcrnnunt, provided the bry pavs uith punctuality bis 
llipulated ti ibute to the full, ami gratifies the avaricious 
Cravings of the lath 

The principal ai tide of commerce is in Haves, which 
are either taken by the cot fairs at lea, or ftolen by the 

wild Arabs and Moors from the neighbouring lutes. 



Both are, however, ufually fent to Turkey and Mi 
there at the befl: market unlefs they imagine chat £ 

a d.fttnguifhed family, when they are ket X 



belong to a 



expectation of a confiderable ranlbm. 

Befides the above, the only article of trade worf 
menttonmg is the fale of allies, which are difpofcd r 
to the Europeans for the purpofes of makinp f oaD a \ 
glafs It is to be obfcrved of this regency, that will! 
reipect to commerce and treaties, the people are tin 
greater observers of their word, and perform the r oro 
miles with more punftuality, than any of their ^iratir l 
neighbpurs. 1 * 

Concife Hiftory of Tripoli. 

TRIPOLI, for a fuccefli >n of years, devolv.-d 
from power to powei, having been fubdwed [y 
the Vandals, Saracens, and the fovereigns of Mor ou . 
and Tunis. It at length fell into the hands of \\\[ 
Turks, and the Grand Seignior deputed a bulla to 
vern it. 

The two moft remarkable tranfiiftions relative to 
this kingdom are the bombardment of the capital bv 
the French in the reign of Lewis XIV. and the treaty 
of peace and commerce between the TnpoJitans and 
Englilb in 171^. 

The firfl: of thefe ^ occurrences happened in con fa. 
quence of tlie Tripolitans having taken a (hip under 
French colours, and detained fcveral French fubj-cis 
in a ltate of flavery. This occafioned Lewis XIV. to 
order his officers to make reprifals upon the veflVls of 
Tripoli wherever they met them. Thefe orders were 
ftriftly obeyed by the French captains j in particular, 
Monfieur d'Anfreville attacked fix veflels of Tripoli 
near Cape Sapienca. Three of the corfairs fled in the 
beginning of the engagement, and the other three, af- 
ter having been much fiiattercd in the fight, took ic- 
fuge in the ifland of Chios. The Frcncli commodore 
Monfieur du Quefne, who commanded in the Levant, 
having intelligence thereof, immediately proceeded to 
block them up with feven mips of war: but, previous 
to the commencement of hollilities, he fent a mcTa 
to the governor aga to the following put purr: " J hat 
he was in perfect amity wi.th the Chians, and t!ic Pole; 
of Conltantinople, but came in fearch of Jo \x Tri- 
poli tan pirates, who, contrary to the moft fokmn trea- 
ties, had committed the moft outrageous deprtda 
on the iubjeCts of France, and therefore hoped Lit.it 
tlie aga ^vould not protect fuch infamous robbe; . ' 
The aga, however, refufed to give up the pirates 
winch fo exafper;it«'d the French commodore, that lr 
began im mediate 1/ to bombard the place, againlt 
which lie threw uj)wards of 7000 bombs, made a dread- 
ful havuck both of the ho.ules and Trip ilii.ui fhips, 
and killed a great number of the people ; but he could 
not enter the port on account of a lliong Ihueado the 
Tripolitans had contrived to lay in his way. '1 he 
court of Con!lantinop!e thought proper to imufere, in 
order to get matters adjuftul, when at length it was 
agreed between the grand yi/.ir and the (ialli.' amhal- 
fador, that mattcr> mould be comp'o: oiled, and tetdeil 
accojding to articles arjj.ccd upon by both patties. 

The treaty of Peace and Comment' 1 a!< ul.ited, 1.1 
every inflancc, to U cure tlie lives and pmpc. n< s ol the 
fubieTrs of hi* Hiitannic majclly, was concl uled .mjl 
ratified by the ]'.n<«liih admiial U.ikcr on the one hand, 
and the proper officers of Tripoli on the othei, in the 
month of July 17 10. 

S F C T 1 O N VIII. 
U A R C A. 

THIS inhofpitable rountrv, wIi'm'Ii ia a mere do- 
It 1 r, extend.-. 4 o miles from north 10 louth, ami 
loo from trail ro well roinpi i/iup. dm!"- ihllt itU whic 1 
the ancients termed Marmarica and tvn nan a. 

It is itiltxl, by the few Arabs who inhabit it, Cey* 

Ml 1 * 
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ran Barka, or the Defert of Whirlwinds and Hurri- 
canes. 1 he territory about the towns and villages 
produce a fcanty pittance of corn, millet and maize ; 
all other parts of this wretched region are totally bar- 
ren, and the whole labours under a great fcarcity of 
water. Small as the quantity of grain is, the poor 
people are under the necefilty of bartering fome of it 
for camels, fbeep, dates, &c. Perhaps the moft plea- 
fant place in the whole country is that fmall diftrict on 
which the temple of Jupiter Ammon antiently flood ; 
yet this is furrounded with horrid plains of burning 
funds, which move under the traveller's feet like waves; 
or being railed by the winds, overwhelm him with 
clouds of duft. If any are obliged to journey through 
this difr^reeable region, they mult travel with a com- 
pafs, or thev would be loft in the defert, and wander 
about till they are perifhed with hunger and third. The 
ancient Cyrenaica is the defert part, and that called 
Marmarica the inhabitable diftrict : thofe who live near 
the fea-coaft are all given to piracy ; and the maritime 
parr itfelf is railed the Coaft of Derna, from the chief 
city remaining, all the orher towns known to the an- 
cients being either totally ruined, or dwindled to the 
rrofl inconfderable villages. The authors of the Uni- 
verfal Hiftoiy fay thus concerning the principal places 
of this country, '* What condition they are in, what 
commerce they drive, or how and by whom governed, 
we cannot find any fat is factory account of." And as 
wc have not any information relative to them, more re- 
cent than what thofe gentlemen have adverted to, we 
can only further add, that the people are mod deter- 
mined, ferocious, and cruel robbers both by fea and 
land; and that they are fo poor as to be obliged fre- 
quently to fell their wives and children to their neigh- 
bours, in order to augment their means of fubfift- 
ing, and to get rid of all that they may deem an in- 
cumbrance. 

I,i oidcr to cxpofe the ferocious and rapacious difpo- 
fifion of die people of this part of the globe, in which 
they e: ceed thofe of all others, we fTiall clofe our ac- 
courr of V, »rbary with the following narrative of the 
lofs of his majefty's fhip the Litchfield, and the unex- 
ampled fu Actings of the crew during their flavcry in 
Morocco. 

On .he nth of November 1758 the Litchfield, 
commanded by Capt. Barton, departed from Ireland, 
in company with feveral other men of war and tranf- 
ports, intended for the reduction of Goree, under the 
command of commodore Keppel. 

They met with a profperous voyage till the a8th of 
the month, on the evening of which day the weather 
turned out very fqually, with rain. At nine o'clock it 
was exceeding dark, with much lightning, and at half 
an hour after nine they had an extreme hard fquall, at 
which time Capt. Barton came upon deck, and Raid till 
ten when he left orders to keep fight of the commodore, 
and to make what fail the weather would permit. 

At on* o'clock in the morning of the 29th the light 
which they took to be the commodore's was light 
a head bearing fouth, and the wind blew very hard at 

e morning the 

author of tins account was aw.ikcii liy a groat fhock, 
anil a confiiliil noifc of the men upon deck ; on which 
I "P. thinking fome fhip was ran foul of them, 
•>vin ( r ,,„ thoughts of being near land, finer, aceortl- 
"8 to every perfon's reckoning they wcie at lead i c 
UL!«'< « fro, n i t , but, before he could reach the mmr- 

fm..rir«' k Wa , S to ". ,cnf,b, y convinced of their d'l'mal 
e» >»nd and the fea breaking all over them. 

ft lie. of J l ' COl .' 1 . d P trttivc lht - »t the di- 

eve, ri >Ur n"° 7'?'" ]en V h > *VV™™'A rocky and 
S their'. ^ 'y-'K «ith her b.oadfule to wind- 
» n oSri " oke , f ; tlrd y f OT « 'hen, , the marts loon 
*«h K, ' " d fomt " 0f thc n,cn wcrc off 

lt>> impoflible to conwivs their ilirtrtfs at this time, 



the mafts, yards and fails hanging along-fide in a con* 
fufed heap, the fhip beating violently upon the rocks» 
the waves curling up to an incredible height, and then 
dafhing down with fuch force as if they would have 
fplit the fhip to pieces, which they every moment ex- 
pected. 

But now Providence favoured them greatly ; for 
fome of the large waves breaking without the fhip, the 
remainder of their force came againft the ftarboard 
quarter 5 and the anchors that were cut away as foon as 
they ftruck, now affifted in bringing the fhip'shead to- 
wards the fea. 

This gave a profpect of prolonging life, perhaps, a 
few hours, which was all at that time they could expect: 
however, their fcattered fenfes now recovering a little, 
they faw itneceflary to get every thing they could over 
to the larboard fide, to prevent the fhip from heeling 
off, and expofing thedeck again to fea: and the waves 
for the moft part breaking forwards, they feized the 
opportunity, and got molt of the ftai board guns on the 
upper deck over, with what elfe they could come at. 

Some of the people, contrary to advice, were very 
earned: to get the boats out; and at length, afrer much 
intreaty, one of the boats was launched, a id eurht of 
the belt men jumped into her; and though at thin time 
the fea was rather abated, flic had hardly g >c to die 
fhip's ftern, when fhe was inftantly whir I'd t > the bot- 
tom, and every man in her perifhed ; and the reft of 
the boats were foon wafhed to pieces up >n d . ck. 

They now made a raft of the cap tern-ban., fome 
boards, &c. which being done, they had only to wait 
with refignation for the affirmance of Providence. 

The fhip was fo foon rilled with water, that they had 
no time to get any provifion up. The quarter-deck 
and poop were now the only places they could ft and on 
with any fecurity, the waves being far (pent by the time 
they reached thofe parts, owing to their being broke by 
the fore part of the fhip. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon, the fea being then 
much abated, as it was almoft low water, and as there 
was reafon to imagine that the fhip could not withftand 
the violence of the next flood, one of the people fwam 
fafe afhore. 

There were numbers of Moors upon the rocks, who 
beckoned much for them to come on fhore j which they 
at fir ft took for kindnefs, but they were foon unde- 
ceived, as theft wretches had not the humanity to afilft 
any one who was entirely naked, buttled to thofe who 
had any thing about them, whom they ftripped before 
they were well out of the water, wrangling among 
themfelves about the plunder, while the poor man was 
left to crawl up the rocks if he was able ; if not, they 
gave themfelves no concern about him. 

Mr. Sutherland, with the fecond lieutenant, and about 
65 others, got afhore before daik, where they were ex- 
poled to the weather upon the cold fand, and, to keep 
themfelves from perifhing, were obliged to go down to 
the fhore to bring up pieces of the wreck to make a 
fire; andff they happened to pick up a Hurt or an 
handkerchief, and did not deliver it to the Moors on 
the fijft demand, a dagger was inftantly offered to their 
bi calls. 

The Moors having allowed them a piece of an old 
fail, which they did not think worth carrying off, they 
made two tents, into which ihey crouded, fitting one 
between 1 he other's legs, to piefeive warmth, and make 
room. 

In this uneafy fit im ion , continually bewailing their 
own fate, and that of their poor fh p mates on thc 
wreck, they palled a moft turbulent, dark and rainy 
night, without a drop of wafer to r< frHh them, except 
what they ( .itched in their fa ! cloth covering. 

On the 30th of Novemhei, at fix in the morninr, 
they went down on t he- rocks to attift their fhip mates Tn 
coming afhore, and found the fhip had been greatly 
fluttered in the night. It being now low water, many 
attempted to fwim on fhore, fome of whom got fafe, 
while others pci ifhed. 

Thofe 
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Thofe on board got the raft into the water, and about 
1 5 men upon it ; but they were no (boner put oft from 
the wreck than it was quite overturned > but m oft of the 
men recovered it again, when it was tnftantly overfet a 
fecond time, and all perifhed except three or four. 

About this time a good fwimmer brought a rope 
afhore, ami Mr. Sutherland running haftjly oyer the 
rocks into the water, catched hold of it juft as the man 
was quite fpent, and had thought of quitting it > and 
fome others coming to his afllftance, they, by the heip 
of that, pulled a larger rope afhore, and made it fait 

round a rock. 

They found this gave fpirits to the poor people on the 

wreck ; for the rope being hauled tight from the upper 
oart of the ftcrn, made an ealy defcent for any one who 
had art enough to walk or Aide upon the rope, with 
another above to hold by, in which manner they pro- 
ceeded almoft half way afhore. 

The under rope was intended for a traveller to pull 
people afhore, being fattened to the large rope with an 
iron ring, to go backwards and forwards, but there 
being a knot in the large rope, when once they had 
pulled it over it would not return. However, it was of 
great fervice, and was the means of faving a number of 
lives. 

They continued coming by the rope till about eleven 
o'clock, though many of them were wafhed off and pe- 
rifhed. The flood then coming on raifed the furf, and 
prevented any more coining at that time, and the ropes 

could be of no farther ufe. 

They now retired to the rocks, and being extremely 
hungry, they began to broil fome of the drowned tur- 
kies, &c. -which, with fome flour mixed, and baked 
among the coals, made their firft meal on this baibarous 
coaft : and at about half a mile diftant they found a well 
of frefh water, which was of the mmoft fervice to them. 

'1 hey had fcarcely finifhed their meal when the 
Moors, who were now grown numerous, drove them 
all down to the rocks, beating them if they lingered, 
(though fome were hardly able to crawl,) to bring up 
empty iron-bound calks, pieces of the wreck which had 
iron about them, and other tilings. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon they had ano- 
ther meal upon the drowned poultry ; ind finding this 
was the beft food thry were likely to have, fome of 
them were ordered to fave all they could find upon the 
fhoie, others to raife a larger tent, and the reft were 
fent down to the rocks to look out for people coming 

alhore. 

The furf greatly increafing with the flood, and break- 
ing upon the fore part of the fhip, fhe was now divided 
into three pieces. The fore part was turned keel up ; 
the middle part was foon dafhed into a thoufand pieces. 
The fore part of the poop likewifc fell at this time, and 
about 30 men with it, eight of whom got fafe on more, 
but fo brui fed that their recovery was de (paired of. 

Amoft melancholy profpect now appeared : nothing 
but the after part of the poop remained above water, 
with a very fmall part of the other decks, on^vhich was 
the captain, and about 130 more, expecting every wave 
to be their laft ; for the wreck feemed as if it was in- 
ftantly going to throw them all to the bottom, and every 
ftiock threw fome off, hardly any of whom came on 
fhore alive. 

During this diftrefs the Moors laughed very loud, 
and feemed much diverted when a wave larger than 
common threatened the deftruction of the poor tottering 
fouls upon the wrec k. 

Between four and five o'clock the fea was much de- 
creaicd with the ebb * and the rope being ftUl fecure 
they began to venture upon it, when fome fell off and 
perifhed, but others got fafe on fhore. 

About five o'clock thofe on fhore made Ggns for the 
captain to come upon the rope, aa that appeared to be 
as good an opportunity as any they had obferved : but 
fome who cume lately oft; laid, thjuthc captain was rc- 
folved to flay till all the men had made the beft of their 
way to land, or at lead had quitted the wreck - t which 
kravery of his they at once admired and lamented. 



However, they ftill continued to beckon h| ni 
juft before it was dark, they had the p'eaiure of fee 
him come on the rope. He was dole followed h'^ 
good able feaman, who did all he could to keip UD p 4 
ipirits, and affift him in warpimr. ^ 1! * 

As the captain could not fwiin, and had been fo for v 
without any refiefliment, he was no longer able to refijf 
the violence of the waves, but had lo-it his hold of tl >• 
great rope, and mull unavoidably have perifhed, | ru i 
not a wave thrown him within the reach of the 101* 
held by thofe on fhore, which he had barely the iVm-! 
left to lay hold of. They pulled him up, and, a V u * r 
reftinga little while upon the rocks, lie earner to hinVill 
and walked up to the tent, defil ing the ethers to afliR 
the reft of the people in coming a more. 

The Moors were for (tripping the captain, though 
he had nothing on but a plain wailccoat, and a pair of 
breeches ; but his people, plucking up their fpirits upon 
this occafion, oppofed them ; on which they thought 
proper to defift. 

The people ftill continued to come on fhore pretty 
faft, though many perifhed in the attempt : but they 
plainly law that their cafe was defperate, as the wieck 
muft inevitably fall to pieces with the next flood. 

The Moors at length growing tired with waiting f or 
fo little plunder, would not let them remain any lunger 
upon the rocks, but drove them all up ; whereupon 
Mr. Sutheiland, with the captain's permillion, went 
and made fupplication to the bafhaw, who was in his 
tent with many other Moors, dividing the plunder. 

Mr. Sutherland having by figns made hiirfelf undr. 
ftood, the bafhaw gave them leave to go down to tin 
fea- fide, fending fome Moors with them. They carnal 
fire-brands down, to let the poor creatures on the wjtck 
fee that they were ftill ready to a flill then'. 



Mr. Sutherland fays, that he has no doubt but many 
perifhed while they were gone, for want of Uxeir help; 
for they had been but a few minutes on the locks when 
one came very near them before they few him ; and 
this was frequently a circumftance of as much honor .1; 
any they met with; for jull as the poor wretches 
appeared in fight, they were wafhed fiom the lope, 
and dafhed to death aga'mft the rocks dole to tluir 
more fortunate companions. 

About nine at night, finding that no more men would 
venture upon the rope, as the furf was again greatly 
increafed, they retired to their tents with heaits full of 
fonow, leaving, according to the laft man's account, 
between 30 and 40 upon the wreck 

They now thought of crowding all into the tent, and 
began by fixing the captain in the middle. They tk'n 
made every one lie down on his fide, as they could not 
afford him a breadth: but, after all, there w« re many 
that took eafier lodgings in empty calks that had been 

thrown on ihore. 

On the firlt of December, in the morning, the wreck 
was all in pieces upon the rocks, and the ihore quite 

covered with lumber. 

The people upon the wreck peri (lied i-.bout one in 
the morning, as we learnt from one who was tolled up 
and down nearly twohouis upon a piece ot the* \vre<k, 
and at laft thrown upon the rocks lenlelefs, hut reco- 
vered, and got to the tent by day-light, though yearly 
brui fed. . . 

The Moors were very bufv in picking up every thins', 
of value, but would not fufier the Kn.-lMi to nke itu. 
leaft thing, except pork, (lour, and liquor, all oi wluui 
they f< cured as much as they could in the uiu. 

Some were now employed in enlarging the tent, a » 
railing another; fome in trying to make bieatl, am 
lbme in cleaning the drowned (lock 

At one 
placing th 

lb that there were 130 

waa the firft lieutenant, the captiin ol in*' » n ' '» 
lieutenant, the purfer, gunner, curpuitrr, *n»» 
midmipmen. They now returned public tlu'iUb to 



leaning cue urowneu u*'u.. . 

in the afternoon they muileied the 

lem in ranks, found the number to be . . 

•re were 130 drowned, among whu li num. 

J . 1 . .,.11 ill' i ,. Ins 



mighty God for their deliverance 
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On the fecond of December, at five in the morning, 
they found one George Allen, a marine, dead clofe by 
the tent, which they imagined was occafioned by drink- 
ing brandy among the rocks, as feveral had got drunk 
that way, though they ufed what means they could to 

* f This day two men were whipped, by order of Capt. 
Barton, for their infolence, which was highly necefiary, 
both to convince the Moors, and their own people, 
that they were ft ill under command. 

At two in the afternoon there arrived a black fervant 
from one Mr. Butler, at Safly, a town about thirty 
miles diftant, to enquire into their fituation, and give 
them afliftance. This man having brought pens, ink, 
and paper, the captain wrote a letter to Mr. Butler ; 
and they finding there was even one perfbn who offered 
them help, was a circumflance which gave the higheft 
fatisfattion. 

On the morning of the third of December they affem- 
bled the people, and read prayers of thankfgiving. In 
the afternoon they received a letter from Mr. Butler, 
vith fome bread, and a few other neceflaries, which 
were extremely acceptable. They now heard that one 
of the tranfports, and a bomb-tender, were wrecked 
about three leagues to the northward of them, and a 
great many of the men faved. 

On the fourth of the month the people were employed 
in picking up pieces of the fails, and what elfe the 
Moors would permit them. They now divided the 
prople into meffes, and ferved them with the neceflaries 
they received the day before. In the afternoon they 
received another letter from Mr. Butler, who v/as factor 
to the Danilh African Company, and himlelf a Dane ; 
and at the fame time they had a letter from one Mr. 

Andrews, an lrifh gentleman, who was a merchant at 

Safiy. 

On the fifth the people were employed to gather 
mufcle.s at low water, the drowned (lock being all ex- 
hauftcd. Mr. Andrews arrived this morning, and 
brought with him a French furgeon, and fbme medicines 
and plaifters, which many of the bruifed men ftood in 
rcat need of. In the afternoon one of the 1 earn en died 
y his bruifes mortifying. 
The next day was delivered one of the country blan- 
kets to every two men, aad a pair of flippers to fuch as 
flood in need of them. Thefe fupplies were brought 
by Mr. Andrews. The people were now forced to live 
on mufcies and bread, the Moors having deceived 
them, though they promifed to fupply them with cattle. 
m On the feventh the Moors began to be fomewhat 
civil, for fear the emperor fhould punifh them for their 
cruelty to the Englifh ■, and in the afte rnoon amerTcnger 
arrived from the emperor at Sallee, with orders in ge- 
neral to the people to fupply chem with provifions. 

1 hey accordingly brought fome poor bullocks and lean 
iheep, which Mr. Andrews purchafed j but at this time 
they had no pots to make broth in, and the cattle were 
hardly fit for any thing elfe. 

On the ninth, in the morning, they faw feveral dead 
bodies upon the rocks. This day the people were em- 
ployed ln bringing up the oak timbers, &c. from the 
leaiule, the emperor having fent orders to favc what- 
ever might he of uft to his cruizcrs. 

<>n the morning of the tenth they pot every thing 
rcatiy to march to Morocco, the emperor having fent 
^t ers lor that purpofe, and camels 10 carry the lame, 

2 lhc WWiraiici. At nine o'clock they let out with 

ftfii ^° Ca, \ K ' ls > ilnd at noon were joined by the crews 
or r. two other wiecked veflels, when they were all 
mo mud on camels, except the captain, who was fur- 

evenii, ,U ! a h °, 1,C - Th °y dW » ot «<>P M ftver n in the 
*h£ w i ? n lhc Moois Protwml ii»«n only two tents, 
mo« i7r? ?° L contili,l °^ third of the men h fo that 
KS cm \'\y «P°'W *> the dew, which was very 

to be ^L C0 - U S >y now found *w whole number 
men i»H ' ,ncll,tJ, VK o/neers, men, boys, three wo- 

^fe^ « ° f * -men had 

No. : & t 
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Thev continued their journey on the eleventh, attend- 
ed by a number of Moors on horfeback : and the al- 
caid, who had the conducting of them, now furnifhed 
feveral of the officers with horfes. They did not travel 
ftrait for Morocco, being informed that they muft 
meet the emperor coming from Sallee. At fix in the 
evening they came to their retting place for the night, 
and were furnifhed with tents lufEcient to cover all the 
men. 

On the twelfth they fet out at five in the morning, 
and at two in the afternoon faw the emperor's cavalcade 
at a diftance. At three a relation of the emperor's, 
named Muli Adrifs, came to them, and told the cap- 
tain, it was the emperor's pofitive orders that he ftiould 
inftantly write a letter to the governor of Gibraltar, to 
fend to his Britannic majeiry, to know whether he 
would fettle a peace with him or not. 

Captain Barton fat down immediately on the grafs, 
and wrote a letter, which being given to Muli Adrifs, 
he returned to the emperor. At fix in the evenin 
they came to their retting place for the night, an 
were well furnifhed with tents, but had very little 
pro virion. 

On the thirteenth they had provifion brought them, 
and were defired to remain in their prefent fituation till 
the men were refrefhed. 

Having waited till the fixteenth, and the men being 
greatly recovered of their fatigues, they continued their 
journey as before; and at four in the afternoon came to 
their retting place, pitched their tents, and refrefhed 
•them lc Ives with provifions. 

Here fbme of the country Moors ufed the Englifii ill 
as they were taking water from the brook. 1 he Moors 
would always fpit in the vefiel before they would let 
them take any away. Hereupon a parry of the Englifii 
went to enquire into the affair, and were immediately 
faluted with a fhower of (tones. They then run in upon 
the Moors, beat fome of them, put them to flight, and 
brought away one, who attempted to defend himfelf 
with a long knife. This £ellow wasfcverely punifhed by 
the alcaid who had the Cj^nd lifting of the Knyiidu 

On the morning of the fevenieenth each of the people 
had a dram, as had been ufual, and they then continued 
their journey 5 and at four in the afternoon came to the 
retting place for the night, and, after fume difficulty, 
got tents and a proper fupply of provifion. 

On the eighteenth of December, at three in the after- 
noon, they came to the city of Morocco, without hav- 
ing feen one dwelling-houfe in the whole journey. Tfcey 
were here inful ted by the rabble as they paffed, and at 
five o'clock were conducted to the emperor, who was 
on horfeback befoiethe gate of his palace, fur rounded 
by five or fix hundred of his guards. 

Fie told Captain Barton, by an interpreter, that he 
was neither at peace or war with the Englifii, and that 
he would detain him and his people till an am ba Had or 
came from England to fettle a firm peace. 

The captain then defired that they might not be u(cd 
as (laves ; to which the emperor haftily replied, thac 
they fliould be taken care of j and they were then di- 
rectly timid out of his prefence, conveyed to two ruined 
houfes, and (hut up amidtt dirt and innumerable ver- 
min of feveral forts. 

Mr. Butler, who was mentioned before, being at Mo- 
rocco on bufmefs, came and aflittcd them with victual* 
and drink, anil procured liberty for the captain to go 
home with him to his lodging. He I ike wife lent fome 
blankets for the officers, with which they made a fhifc 
to pais the night pretty comfortably, as they were great* 
ly fatigued. 

On the morning of the nineteenth their centinel was 
taken oft", anil the people had liberty to go out. The 
Moors like wife fent them fome bread, and towards 
night fome beef ; but they had yet no conveaiency to 
dreft it - t and the people were all day employed in 
clearing out the rubhifh, and deftroying the vermin. 

On the twentieth fome of their neccflaries which they 
had on the road were brought to th«m, after being 

5 N rummaged. 
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rummaged, and the captain's trunk robbed of 19 du- 
cats, feveral rings, filvcr buckles, a watch, and other 
things, moMy bclong.no; to the foremaft-men. Mr. 
Butler, and his partner, Mr. Dekon, did every thing 
in their power to aflift them* and the people now had 
pots to boil their victuals, nor were they in any want 

of bread. „ _ _ c 

■ On the morning of the twenty-nrft the emperor fent 

money to the captain for the fupport of the men, at a 
blanqueen a day each, or two-pence fterling ; but that 
being inefficient, Captain Barton got money from Mr. 
Butler to make it up four-pence fterling, which he 
managed himielf for them to the beft advantage, allow- 
ing them one pound of beef or mutton, with broth, 
and one pound of bread every day. 

At.nine o'clock in the morning of this day, the em- 
peror fent for the captain and every officer to appear 
before him, and they inftantly repaired to his palace, 
.wh<re they remained two hours waiting in an outer yard. 
In the mean time he diverted himielf with feeing a 
clumfy Dutch boat rowed about a pond by four of the 
petty officers. 

About noon they were fiimmoned before him, and 
placed in a line, about thirty yards from him. He was 
fitting in a chair by the fide of a pond, with only two 
of his chief alcaids near him. Having viewed them 
fomc time, he ordered the captain to come forward ; 
and after having afked him fome queftions concerning 
the Englifh navy, and the deftination of the fquadron, 
of which the Litchfield made a part, he called forward 
the reft of the people by two and three at a time, as 
they ftood according to the rank. Then aiking moft 
of them fome very infignificant queftions, and taking 
fome of them to be Portuguefe, becaufc they had black 
hair, and others to be Swedes, becaufe they had white 
hair, he judged none of them to be Englifhmen except 
the captain, the fecond lieutenant, the enfign of the 
foldiers, and Mr. Sutherland ; but on their afTuring 
him that they were all Englifh, he cried bono, and 
7 gave a nod for their departure ; to which they returned 
a very low bow, and were glad to get to their old rumed 
houfes again. 

On the 22d of December Captain Barton provided 
the people with fluff for frocks, trowfers, and mats and 
illars to lie on, with every other ncceflary that could 
e got; and they were all employed in making them- 
felves cloaths in the beft manner they were able. 

Or. the next day the captain received a meflage from 
the emperor, with ordeis, that if any of the Englifli 
fhould be guilty of a crime, he fhould punilh them the 
fame as if they were on board his fhip ; but if they 
fhould quarrel with the Moors, they muft abide by the 
Moorifh laws, which were very feverc again ft the Chrif- 
tians. 

On the twenty-fourth, being Sunday, they were all 
afTembled, and prayers were read in the fame manner 
as if they had been on board, und they returned un- 
feigned thanks to God for the many favours he had be- 
llowed on them. '1 hey had but one bible among them 
all, and that was a pn fent from Mr. Andrews ; and 
though they had no clergyman, Captain Barton never 
omitted a (ingle Sunday to afTemblc the men, and have 
fervice performed. 

On Chriftmas day prayers were read to the people as 
ufual in the church of England : and this day the cap- 
tain received a prefent of fome tea and loaves of fugar 
from one of the emperor's queens, whofe grandfather 
had been an Englifh renegado. 

The next day they heard the difagreeable news that 
the emperor would oblige all the Englifli to work in the 
fame manner as the other Chriftian Qaves, excepting 

the officers that were before him on the twcnty-firfl or 
the month. 

p 

On the twenty -feventh, at feven in the morning, an aU 
caid came and ordered the people all out to work, ex- 
cept thofe who were fick ; ami, by intcrceflion, eight 
were allowed to ftay at home every day as cooks for the 
jreft, which they took by turns throughout the whole, 



At four in the afternoon the people returned f 
of whom had been employed in carrying wood f C 
turning up the ground with hoes, and others in tju? 
weeds in the emperor's garden. Their food was 
vided by the time they came home. f* 0 * 

Next day all the people went to work as foon as th 
could fee. They were allowed to fit down an hour a! 
a half in the middle of the day; but had many a ft r k 
from their drivers, when they were doing their heft 
deferve better ufage. The captain endeavoured a!! th^ 
was in his power to get this remedied, which, with tV 
afl'iftance of their good friend Juan Aiboiu, he WUb * 
hopes of effecting. 111 
This Juan Arbona, who had been in the country 
eight years, was trken under Englifh colours, and had 
a pafs figned by General Blakeney at Minorca. p or 
two or three years part the emperor had kept him near 
his own perfon, and put much confidence in him. He 
was much attached to the Englifh, and did every thin^ 
in his power to affifr. them. 

On the twenty-ninth the people were allowed a hot 
breakfafl of porridge, fweetened with honey, before 
they went to their work. This work was fometime.«: to 
hoe the ground, and at other times to cairy wood or 
(tones for building, and fuch other tilings as die flave* 
aie commonly employed in. 

The next day Captain Barton received an obLipno- 
meflage from the emperor, with his permiflion for 'him 
to ride out, or take a walk in his gardens, with any of 
the officers. 

The thirty-firft of the month was Sundav, but the 
people were obliged to go to woik as before, the cap- 
tain not being able to obtain permiflion for them to Itay 
at home on Sundays. At four o'clock they returned, 
and at five prayers were read to them as ufual. 

On the firft of January 1759 the people were con- 
tinued at their woik as ufual, but had not fo much bail 
ufage, and were in a fair way of having lefs, owing 
chiefly to the good offices of their friend Juan Aibona, 
who took all imaginable pains to make their work a; 
light as poflible. He now obtained leave for the Chnf- 
tains to quit their work at twelve o'clock on Sundays 
which was no fmall favour, and fuch as was never 
granted in this country before. 

The people kept their health as yet pretty well, hav* 
ing a cool air to work in at this time of the year > hue 
it is fcorching hot in the fummer, when there is fckloin. 
any wind to refrefh the labourers. 

On the fecond of January a new moon commenced, 
whereupon the emperor fent Captain Barton the money 
for the fupport of the people till the next moon. 

By this time they were got into a fettled way of liv- 
ing, fo that it will be unneceflary to take notice of thole 
things that occurred daily j we fhall, therefore, only 
remark any extraordinary occurrences. 

Nothing material happened till the beginning of 
February, when two foldiers died within a few days of 
each other ; and the emperor enquiring into the canle 
of their deaths, Juan Arbona told him that itwasocc.:- 
floned by catching cold for want of cloaths; upon 
which he received immediate orders to give every Luij;- 
lifh flave as much white linen as would make two Hurts. 

In the month of March a Spaniard having Ionic 
words with a Moor, who had firll ufed him ill, vu* 
carried before the emperor, who ordered him to beim- 
mediately knocked on the head before his lace, and the 
dead body to be expofed for two days afterwards ; 
during which time the Moors and Jews Ihewecl die 01 vi- 
tality of their difpofltions, by daihing the body to picas 
with ftones as they paflTed. ., 

About the middle of April the Fni'.lift Reived 1ft- 
ters which gave them hopes of fpeedy relief 1 out * 
men were not now fo healthy as they had been, iou& 
being afflicted with a fever, and fome with the 

On the 26th of May the emperor received si lew 
from Lord Home, offering 170,000 dollars or u 
freedom of the Englifh, with which his majeUy U « 
very well pleafcd, and proinifcd Co fend mimed lutuy 
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for the ambafTador, and let them go ; but they found 
that there was no trying to any thing he faid. 

On the fifteenth of June a courier fet out with the 
mneror's letter to the ambafTador. He was a Jew, 

med Toledano, and had orders to proceed to Gib- 
raltar and return with the ambaflador. 

Aboiu ten days after this, the emptor ordered that 
the Fn<>liih ihould work only from day-light till nine 
'cloclf and then go home till three in the afternoon, 
when they fhould return and work tilt fun-let. The 
number that went to work was likewife limited to 100, 
which might foon enable them to make two gangs ; for 
the people being kept from working in the exec Give 
hwt of the fun, the numbers of fick decreafed daily. 

On the fecund of July rhe emperor fet out from Mo- 
rocco with an army of 6000 men, which was foon in- 
ciealcd to 30,000, as great numbers joined him con- 
tinually. He went to fubdue fome part of his domi- 
nions that would not acknowledge his fovereignty. 

In about ei^ht days time he fent to the city of Mo- 
rocco the heads of 70 men, which were placed againfl 
one of the great gates of the city. There were aifo 
about 200 prifoners, the chief of whom, ro the number 
of 40, were put into one of the towers of the wall, and 
about one third of their number put on the top of it, 
with large wooden rammers. 1 hey were then fupplird 
with earth, which they were oblig-d to beat till the 
roof gave way with the load, and then they all perilhid 
together. 

About the tenth of Auguft orders came for 50 mrn 
more to go to work, by which the Englifh found that 
the emperor was uneafy that their ambafTador did not 

come. 

On the eighteenth they heard from Gibraltar that the 
ambaflador deferred coming ; but on the twe ntieth they 
had the agreeable news that he would fet fail from Gib- 
raltar in a few days. This good news kept their hopes 
alive till the latter end of Auguft, when a courier ar- 
rived from Tetuan, who brought the news of Admiral 
Bofcawcn's having beat the French fleet, and that the 
ambafladors lhip being in the engagement, was obliged 
to Itay fome time at Gibraltar to refit. 

During all this time the emperor's cruizers had parT- 
ports from Lord Home, and were all out, and con- 
ftantly fending in prizes, which gave the captives but 
little hope of bringing matters to an accommodation 
that fummer ; as the keeping his cruizers in port is the 
readieftway of making him hearken to reafon. 

Molt of the cruizers being returned fuccefsful into 
port by the middle of September, the Englifh had the 
affurance of the long expected ambaflador being at 
Sallce, with his majefty's (hips Guernfey and I heris, 
having the money on board for their redemption, which 
the emperor was informed of at his camp ; but being 
elated with his fuccefs both by land and fea, and hav- 
ing nothing to fear from the Engl im till the next fpring, 
he only trifled with the ambafTador, by making extra- 
vagant demands, to detain him upon the coaft, which 
is very dangerous in the winter time. 

His laft demand was 250,000 dollars, 30 pieces of 
cannon, and a large quantity of powder and (hot. The 
ambaflador had come up to 200,000 dollars to fatisfy 
him foi every pretenfion i but on hearing this laft de- 
mand, he fent the emperor word that it never would be 
complied with, and immediately left the coaft, having 
nrft loll two anchors in Sallee road. 

When the emperor found there was nothing to be 
done by keeping the (hip, he difpatched one of his al- 
catels to Gibraltar with more moderate propofals ; and 
wired that a gentleman might be fent to him, with au- 
thority from the ambaflador to treat on the fubjecl:, and 
carry back his determined refolution. 

Accordingly Mr. Hafler, the ambafladoi *s fecretary, 
was lent with anfwers to the emperor's laft demands, 
wno ured every argument to convince him that it was 
not in the arnbaflador's power to grant him any fupplirs 
fta!rn- i Uorcs * as that was c °ntrary to treaties firmly 

wbWling between England and other nations then at 
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peace with her ; but the emperor would not be con- 
vinced, and fuftered Mr. Hafler to return to Gibraltar, 
without giving him his determined refolution* 

During this interval, there were eight or nine Eng- 
lifh pafiengers taken under Portuguefe colours, and 
brought to Morocco, which the captives apprehended 
would be an additional fubjecl: ofdifpute. 

About the middle of October the emperor again fent 
Toledano, the Jew, with more moderate propoials than 
any of the former, and with authority to accommodate 
all differences. 

In the beginning of February, 1760, Toledano re- 
turned wirh Lord Home's determined refolution to 
give 200000 dollars for the red mption of evrry Bn- 
tifli fubjecl: in the einp ror's dominions, and 10,000 
dollars to pu. chafe warlike ftoies, whi.h he might do 
by fending a veiTel of his own to England. 

About this time Captain Barton was ufed very ill, 
which happened in the following manner. He had 
been allowed to keep a mule for fome time paft, and 
commonly ufed to ride from his houf , which was near 
the pa'ace, to t e houfe where the men were lodged. 
The empe/or happened to fee him ; but Capr. Barton 
thinking himfelf fo fardiftant that he fhould not be taken 
notice of, only put h s hat under his arm, and rode on, 
as he was at that inftant obfeured by a wall. 

The emperor fent two of his guards after him, and 
he was juft going to ili ;ht at thehonfe when they came 
up with him, and pulled him from off the mule, giving 
him feveral ftrokes with their (traps, which they always 
have ready for that purpofe. They feized him, one on 
each fide, by the collar, and in that manner hutried 
him to one of the gates, and (hut him up in a hole be- . 
hind .he door. 

The mob would hardly allow his officers to follow 
him. However, Mr. Sutherland got in with him , but 
they had not been there a quarter of an hour, before 
the fame two fellows that feized him ca ne and let him 
free, and wanted money for that favour, agreeable to 
the cuftom of the country j but Captain Barton would 
not give them ablanq leen, and bid them go and tell 
their matter fo. 

The men were now kept more ftriftly than ever to 
their work, and the alcaid came oftener to fearch the 
houfe j but the vigilance of Captain Barton, and their 
good friend Juan Arbona, got the better of a number 
of difficulties and impofitions, which would otherwife 
have rendered the lives of the people very unhappy. 

For a fortnight p '.ft: the emperor had considered on 
the laft propofals ; and having difcour fed with Tole- 
dano feveral times on the fubjecl;, he at length refolved 
to fend him once more to Gibraltar, with his deter- 
mined refolution to accept of two hundred thousand 
dollars for the redemption of all the Englifh fubjc&s, 
and twenty-five thou land dollars for every other pre- 
tenfion : and as he now feemed to be more in earned 
than ever he had been before, they began to think their 
deliverance was at hand. 

Toledano fet out for Gibraltcr about the middle of 
February, with orders to write to the emperor, imme- 
diately upon lord Home's agreeing to his propofals ; 
and upon receipt of this letter the captives were to fet 
out for Sal he, to be ready for embarking when the 
ambaflador arrived there. 

On the 25th of March the emperor received aflu- 
rances from Gibraltar that his demands fhould be duly 
complied with, on the embarkation of the captives at 
Sallee, for which place the ambafTador would fail with 
the firft fair wind, with the money and preJents. 

Hereupon his majefty lent to captain Barton, who 
had alio received letters, to inform him that he, and 
all the people who were eaft away, fliould foon fet out 
for Sallee. The joy they felt on this occafion may be 
better imagined than defcribed. Captain Barton took 
up money from the merchants, with which they foon 
provided every thing that could be wanted in a journey 
of ten days, for three hundred and twenty men j but 
they were flill kept to their work. 

On 
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On the i ith of April the men left off going to work ; 
and on the evening 1 of the ,ath 

cantain Barton, Mr. Sutherland, and the fecoml licu- 
S?a?ffithcm they were to go away on the next 
morn ml and that he would make peace with the Eng. 
lUh natfon, if they were willing ; if not, lie did not 
t He then cave a nod for their departure, on 
Xch £j made a*low bow, and walked off with much 
lighter hearts than ever they had felt before 

The next morning they were all ready before fun- 
rUine, but waited till nine o'clock for the mules and 
camels: then they were all mounted, generally two 
upon a camel, and immediately went without the city, 
and when all were come, they proceeded on their jour- 
ney, attended by a bafhaw and one hundred foldiers on 

horfeback. m . . . 

They were now treated- in a more agreeable manner, 
than when they came thither near eighteen months be- 
fore Mr. Barton was now confulted how fait he chofe 
to travel, and when to flop. In the evening they 
pitched their tents, which were all properly numbered, 
and formed an «aft oval. In this good order they 
purfued their journey without wanting for any thing. 

On the fourth day of their march they had a lkirmilh 
Withfomeof the Moors. It was occafioned byiomeof 
the men in the rear flopping to buy milk at a country 
village, for which the Moors wanted to make them 
pay an extravagant price after they had drank it, which 
they would not comply with. Hereupon the Moors 
began to beat them, which the Enghih returned and 
others going to their affiftance, they maintained a fmarc 
battle, till the Moors grew too numerous. In the 
mean time fume of the Englilh rode off to call their 
cuard, who inftantly repaired to their afflftance with 
their drawn fcymetars, and dealt round them pretty 
brilkly : in the interim the Englilh were not idle, but 
made the blood ilream down the faces of many Moors. 

The guards then feized the chief man of the village, 
and carried him to the bafhaw, who condu&ed the Eng. 
lifh, who having heard the whole affair, difmiffed him 
•without further punifhment, in confidcration of his 
having been already well drubbed. 

On the 2id of April they got to Sallee, and pitched 
their tents in an old caflle, from whence they had the 
long-wifhed-for happinefs to fee three Englifh fhips ly- 
ing at anchor, ready to receive them ; but when they 



viewed the bar of the harbour, with a large r ' 
furf upon it, they began to think their einWka'*^ 



would probably prove tedious, which accordingly I" 1 >U 
penedj for it was the 4rh of M.\y before the b » r v • 
frnooth enough for the boats to go out, and then < t 
half the people could go, as there were nor h 
enough for all. g(M * 

Captain Barton judged it proper to fend off firft a j] 
the foldiers, inferior officers, and fomc failors, tou-J- 
up one hundred and fixty-two in number, over the bar^ 
They came to grapiing, and waited till half the money 
was brought from the fhip, and put into their boat 
which returned over the bar, and the men got fafe on 
board, where thofe who remained on (hore caft many a 
wifhful eye, till the 13th, during which interval they 
had much uneafinefs, as the Moors were fufpiciou 1 , of 
the ambafiador's not coming to flioie, and wanted to 
detain fome of the officers for a fecuiityj but at lafl 
the ambaffador, and captain Barton's fagacity, fur- 
mounted this difficulty, and they all got over the bar 
where they waited till the money was put into the 
Moor's boat, upon which they proceeded on board the 
Guernfey, with hearts full of gratitude to God and 
their country, for their deliverance from lb barbarous a 
people. 

They were moft chearfully welcomed by the ambaf- 
fador and all his officers, vvhofe kindnefs they experi- 
enced a full month, while they waited for the pafiengers, 
to the number of twenty- five men and women, whom 
the emperor wanted to keep till the ambaffador came 
to him. This could not be complied with ; but at 
length the emperor, after fending a perfon to fettle 
that point with the Englilh ambaffador, confentetl f> 
let them all go, except Juan Arbona and Pedro Um- 
bert, whom lie abfolutely refuied to part from ; which 
occafioned a general grief, on account of the fornvr, 
as he had been a fleady friend to them in their adwr- 
fity, and kindly affifted them in all their difficulties 

I hey arrived at Gibraltar on the 27th of June, anJ 
on the 29th failed for England in his majefty's (toreftip 
Marlborough, where they arrived in good health on the 
7th of Auguft, but remained in quai amine till the 19th 
of September 1760, and on the aorh had leave to go 
on more; captain Barton and all his people being ho- 
nourably acquitted by a court-martial for the lofs of 
the Litchfield. 
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SECTION I. 
The CANARY ISLANDS. 

XHE Canaries, formerly called the Fortunate 
Mands, are fituated in the Atlantic Ocean be- 
1 the lath and 19th degrees of weft longitude, 
and between the 27th and 29th of north latitude, about 
150 miles fouth-weft of Morocco. They arc leven in 
number, and their particular names are, Teneriffe, 
Canaria, Palma, Feno, Gomcra, Fuerteventura and 
Lancerora. 

The Canary I (lands have been fubjcdl: to the "crown 
of Spain fince, the v/ar in 1417, at which time they 
were discovered by John dc Betancourt, a Frenchman 
in the fervice of Cailile, who fubdued Fuertcventura 
and I^anccrow, as others after him did the reft from 
that time to tke year 1496. In the days of Ferdinand, 
king of Caflilr, and Alphonfo V. of Portugal, each 



of them claiming a right to the others dominions and 
afluming each others titles, there enlued a blo<>c!y vv.ti 
between the Spaniards and Pomiguefe, till both luKs 
being fpent, a peace was concluded in M79 :lt AUO " 
bazas, on the 4th of September, by which t,K 7 
procally renounced their pretenfions i and it w.i-» tn< i*- 
in ftipulated, that the Canary Mands fhould entuc > 
belong to the crown of Caft lie, and the commerce: an 
navigation of Guinea to that of -Portugal, cxclulivt* 
the Caftilians. ^ an j 



s 



The Canaries enjoy a pure and temperate air, a 
fuchis the nature of the foil that it frequently y 
two crop* in a year. They abound in the molt « 
cious fruits, efpecially grapes, which prodciee thoicj ^ 
wines known to us by the name of Canary,, 
which, it is faid, that in times of peace noi :it ^ 
10,000 hogfheads are annually exported to lujgw • 
We (hall defcribc the Canary Mands d*m> 09 
ginning with 
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TENERIFFE 



HE Ifland of Teneriffe is about 50 miles in length, 
and ao in breadth. The country is fertile, tho' 
much encumbered with mountains, particularly that 
Ucd the Peak, which, according to the accounts of 
fome navigators, may be feen in clear weather at the 
diftance of iio miles. The Peak is an afcent in the 
form of a fugar loaf, about 1 5 miles in circumference, 
and according to the account publifhed in the Philo- 
fophical Tranfadtions, near three miles perpendicular. 

fcaptain Cook made the Peak of Teneriffe on his firft 
voyage, in the account of which the following particu- 
lars are mentioned. 

« The height of this mountain has been defcribed 
by Dr. Heberden, who has been upon it, to be 1 5,396 
feet, which is but 148 yards lefs than three miles, 
reckoning the mile arij6o yards. Its appearance at 
iun-fet was very ftriking ; when the fun was below the 
horizon, and the reft of the ifland appeared of a deep 
black, the mountain dill reflected its rays, and glowed 
with a warmth of colour which no painting can exprefs. 
There is no eruption of vifible fire from it; but a heat 
i flues from the chinks near the top, too ftrong to bp 
borne by the hand when it is held near them/' 

The air and climate arc faid to be remarkably health- 
ful, and particularly adapted to afford relief in phthifical 
complaints. By refiding at different heights in the 
ifland, fuch a temperature may be procured as is beft 
fuited to the conftitution. Perfons may continue where 
the air is mild and falubrious, as they may afcend till 
the cold becomes intolerable but no perfon, it is faid, 
can live comfortably- within a mile of the perpendicular 
height of the Peak after the month of Auguft. . * ■ 
aptain Cook touched at this famous ifland in his 
laft voyage, and gave the following defcription of it. 

The road of Santa Cruz, fays that navigator, is 
fituated on the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, before the 
town of the fame name. It is laid to be the principal 
road of TeneiifFe for flieltcr, capacity, and the good- 
nefs of its bottom. 

The water to fupply the fhipping, and for the ufe of 
the inhabitants of Santa Cruz, is derived from a rivulet 
that runs from the hills, which is conveyed into the 
town in wooden troughs. As t'hefe troughs were re- 
pairing at the time Captain Cook yifited the aland, 
frefli water was extremely; fcarce.*' 

from the appearance $f the country about $anta 
Cruz, it might riatuWlly/be concluded that Teneriffe 'is 
a barren fpOt. Captain Cook Was convinced* how- 
ever, from the ample fubglies his people received, that 
it not only produced fumcient to fupply its ovy'n inhabit, 
tants, but alfo enough tp fpare for rifitors. Though 
wine is the chief cro^ucc of the ifland, beef may.be 

pehce fterling a pound. .'The oxen, 

however, are fmall, lean, and boney. Sheep, goats, 
hogs, and poultry, rrj ay be had on terms equally rea- 
fonable. A great variety of fruits arc to be had in 
plenty; as pears, figs, grapes, mulberries, rriufk- 
inelons, &c. befides others that were not then in fea- 
fon. The pumpkins, potatoes, and onions, which 
grow here, are excellent. 

Indian corn is produced on this ifland, and fold at 
about three millings and fix-pence per bulhel. The 
muts and vegetables are, in general, very cheap. Tho' 
jbe inhabitants are but indifferently fupplied with fifh 

W l «l JO * ln5n P feas< thc y are cn g a g cd in a confidera- 
wc ftincry on the coaft of Barbary, and the produce of 



-r at a very moderate price. 

Icnenffeis certainly a more eligi 
«e»ra for fhip* — —..A 1- t ^ * 



giblc place than Ma 



wra tor ftupg to touch at which are bound on long 

voyages: but the wine of the latter is infinitely fupe- 
*Z t(> « 1 °I thc for ™r- The difference of their 
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**?L^l ^wimuciMiJic as tneir qualities j 
"^^^*^ cn enfc wine was fold for 12I. a pipe, whe 

mor. m ? r 7*°fft Madeira was worth confidcrably 
"wre than double that fum. 

N «. 39. 
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Behind the town of Santa Cruz the country rife* 
gradually to a moderate height : afterwards it continues 
to rife fouth-weftward towards the celebrated Peak of 
Teneriffe. But our voyagers were much d.fappointed 
in their expectations with reipect to its appearance, 
and particularly as to its height. 

The ifland, eaftward of Santa Cruz, appears perfect- 
ly barren. Ridges of high hills run -towards- the fea, 
between Whkh are deep valifes, fettuna$$g at moun- 
tains that run acrbfs, and ane ru^^r. manahe former. 

Mr, Anderfon went»on there cd ojfe of tneTe, v allies, 
intending tb reach the top'of^hc Remoter Julls, but 
time.would not permit, him to get .farther than their 
feet. / Trie lower hills 'produce great quantities of the 
tLugbfitbia Canarienfis. The BCP£>lf iPn t've fpot i > nagine 
its'juice'to be focaufticas to.-corode^the, (kin ; but Mr. 
2£nd£rfon convinced them to the contrary, by thrulling 
f ' : ^ngeY into a plant full of it. The inhabitants dry 
tfl?*bufliAa- of euphorbia, and carry them home for fuel. 
. '\ Santa Cr&z,. tnoii'gh not large, is a well-built city. 
Tfhc c^urcjies m have not a magnificent appearance 
without* buj? they are decent and tolerably handfome 
witEln. " 

' ; iUrndft faxring.the ftone pier, which runs into the 
fea from the town, is a marble column, lately erected, 
enriched with human figures which reflect honour to the 
ftatuarjr, 

&Ir.'.Aaderfon, and three others, hired mules to ridfc 
to the 'city of Laguna, about the di (lance of four miles 
from Santa Cruz. They arrived there between .five 
and fix in the evening; but the fight of it did not re- 
ward them for their trouble, as the roads were Very 
bad, and their cattle but indifferent. Though the 
place is exterifive, it hardly deleaves to -be dignified 

name 6f.a city. There are fomo,good houfes, 
but the difpofition of the ftreets is very irregular. La- 
guna is larger than Santa Cruz, but much inferior to it 
in appearance. 

The road from Santa Cruz to Laguna runs up a fteep, 
barren hill ; but lower down they faw fome fig-trees 
and corn-fields. The corn, however, is not produced 
here without great labour, the ground being greatly 
encumbered with ftones. Nothing elfe prefented itfclf 
deferving notice, except a few aloe plants in flower on 
the fide of % road. ..... 

The UboriQus^worJt iii this, ifland ts. chiefly performed 
by mules, ^or&beingicarce, :aiyi : refervedfor the ufe 
of the officers; jOpen are ^faujnuQh , employed here. 
Some hawks an4 t parso$s yf^rc Jfecft* which were nati ves 
of the ifland j af alfo^e fta-fwallow, fea-^ulls, par- 
'tridgcB, XwalJipws, canary-birds, and blackbirds. There 
are alfp lizards, loctifts # , and three or four forts of dra- 
gon flies. . 1 

Mr. Anderfbn was informed, by ^gentleman of ac- 
knowledged veracity, that a fiirub .is common here, 
agreeing exactly with the deftfiptiom given by Linnaeus 
. of the tea flirub, as growing in China and Japan. It is 
considered as a weed, ana large quantities of it are 
rooted out of the vineyards every year. The Spaniards, 
however, who inhabit the ifland, fometimes make ufe 
of it, and afcribe to it all the qualities of the tea im- 
ported from China. 

The fame gentleman mentioned eo Mr. Anderfbn 
another botanical curiofuy, which. is called the impreg- 
nated lemon. It is a diftin^t and perfect lemon cncloled 
within another. 

There is alfo a certain grape growing here, which is 
deemed an CKcellent remedy in phthisical complaints. 

Smoak continually iffues from near the top of the 
Peak 1 but they have had no earthquake or eruption 
fince 1704, when she port of Garmohicawas deftroyed, 
being filled up with the buoning lava that flow- 

ed into it * and houfes are now built where Ihips for- 
merly lay at anchor. 

The trade of Teneriffe is very confiderablr, 40,000 
pipes of wine being annually made there, which is con- 
lumetl in the ifland, or made into brandy, and fent to 
the Spanifh Welt Indies. ' Indeed, thc wine i* thc only 
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Confiderable article of the foreign commerce of Tenc- 
riffc, unlcfs we reckon the large quantities of filtering 
itones brought from Grand Canary. . 

The raceof inhabitants found here when the Spaniards 
difcovercd the Canaries, are no longer a diftin6t. people, 
having intermarried with Spanifh fettlers : their defcen- 
dants, however, may be known fiom their being re- 
markably tall, ftrong, and large boned. The men are 
tawny, and the women arc pale. The inhabitants of 
Tencrifle, in general, are decent, grave, and civil, re- 
taining that foiemn caft which diftinguiflies thofe of 

their country from others. 

The ancient inhabitants of this ifland were called 
Guanches. The origin of them is not certainly known; 
but their fepulchral caves are very remarkable. They 
had an uncommon veneration for the corpfes of their an- 
ceftorsj which were depofited in caves formed by nature 
in the rocks. They were preferved in goat-fkins, 
bound round by belts of the fame, fo exactly and uni- 
formly enclofing the body as to excite admiration, each 
round being juft proportioned to the part ; and this 
method preferved the bodies. The eyes, which are 
clofed, the hair, eais, nofe, teeth, lips, and beard, 
arc found entire. They are placed on wooden couches, 
which the natives had the art of rendering fo hard, that 
they are impenetrable to iron. Some of the caves con- 
tained two or three hundred bodies. We fhall conclude 
the account of trufe fepulchres in the words ofa learned 
gentleman, who r elided feveral years on the ifland. 
*' Being one day hunting, a ferret, having a bell about 
his neck, ran after a coney into a hole, where the found 
of the bell was loft. The owner being'afraid he mould 
Jofe his ferret, in fceking about the rocks and fhrubs, 
found the mouth of a cave, and entering in, was fo af- 
frighted, that he cried out. His fright arofe from one 
of chefe corpfe, very tall and large, lying with the head 
on a great itone, the feet fupported with a little wall of 
{tone, and the body itlelf retting on abed of wood. The 
man being now a little recovered from his fright went 
nearer, and cut of}* a great piece of the fkin that lay on 
the brealt of the body, which was more flexible and 
pliant than any kid-leather glove, yet not any ways rot- 
ten. Thefe bodies are very light, as if made of ftraw ; 
and in fome that were broken might be obferved the 
nerves and tendons, as alfo the veins and arteries, like 
firings, very diltin&ly. By the relation of the mod 
ancient among them, there was a particular tribe who 
had this art only among themfelves, which they kept 
as a thing facred, and not to be communicated to the 
vulgar. The people of this clafs were likewifc priefts, 
and did not marry out of their own tribe. But when 
the Spaniards conquered the place, mod of them were 
deftroyed, and the art perifhed with them. Their an- 
cient people fay that they have above twenty caves of 
their kings and great perfonages, with their whole fa- 
milies, -yet unknown to any but themfelves, and which 
they will never difcover.'* 



GRAND C A N A ft I A. 



THE Grand Canaria, which communicates its name 
to the whole group, is about 14 leagues in length, 
34 in rircumfejence. The chief city is called Ca- 
naria, or Ci vitas J'almarum, and has a grand cathedral. 
For the adminiltration of civil affairs, there are feveral 
aldermen, who have meat authority, and a council- 
houfe to 1 hem fe Ives. The city iifclf is beautiful, and 
the inhabitants drefs in a veiy gay manner. The ground 
is of liicli a hard land that the llrcets are always clean ; 
and the people in general arc healthy, as the air is cx- 
c ceding temperate, confidering the lunation is nearly 
tropical. It is very populous, and its precincis arc 
near a league in compafs, moft of . the houfes being 
well built, two llorics high, and flat roofed. The 
billiop's court, with the inquifitor's tribunal, and the 
iuverrign's council, are held here. But the bifhop, 
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governor, and principal people, refidcat Tenerfr 
choice, and only repair to Canaria ' l!pon \ f X 'J 
There are four convents, viz. Dominicans Fra r 
cans, Bcmardines, and RecQlkBs of Oblcrv** 
There are alio twelve fugar houfes, called Ingani^ 
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in which a great quantity of fugar is made. 

lhe wine of this ifland is fmgularly delicious - and 
the fruits are melons, pears, apples, oranges, h!v 
pomegranates, figs, peaches, battatoes,°or Spanilh 
potatoes. The plantano grows near the fides of brooks 
This fruit in fhape refembles a cucumber, and tur 
black when ripe, at which time it is one of the moft dtT 
licious conferves in the univerfe. The plantano tree 
will bear fruit but once, when it is cut down, and ano 
ther tree fprings from the fame root. As this inand 
has a falubrious air, and is well watered, almoft every 
thing thrives that is planted, fuch as wild olives lau- 
rel, poplar, pine, palm, Indian-fig, aloe-flirub, & c ~ 
Grand Canaria likewife abounds in oxen, kine, camels' 
goats, fheep, capons, hens, ducks, pigeons, partridges' 

This ifland, as well as the other Canaries, abounds in 
thofc beautiful finging- birds called the Canary-bird. 
A modern naturaliir. fa> s, " This bird was originally 
peculiar to thofe ifles to winch it ov.es its name; the 
fame that were known to the ancients by the addition 
of the Fortunate. The happy temperature of the air, 
the fpontaneous productions of the ground in the varie- 
ties of fruits, the fprighdy and chearful ciifpofition of 
the inhabitants, and thehaimony arifing from the num- 
ber of birds there, procured them the romantic diftinc- 
tion. On the fame fpot thefe charming fongflers are 
ftillto be found: but they are now fo phnty among 
us, that we are under no neceffity of crofTing the ocean 
for them. In its native regions the Canaiy-bird is ofa 
dufky grey colour, and fo different from thofe ulually 
feen in Europe, that doubts have arifen whether it be 
of the fame fpecies ; a-nd it has been obfeived by tra- 
vellers, that their wild notes in their native land, far 
excel thofe in a cage or other clime. Next 10 the 
nightingale, the Canary-bird is confidered 11s the moil 
celebrated fongfter : it is alfo reared with lefs dirBcuhy 
than any of the foft-billed birds, and continues its long 
throughout the year ; confequently it is rather the molt 
common in our houfes." 

According to the firfl: difcoverers, the original inha- 
bitants of Canaria amounted to upwards of 14,000 men 
men capable of bearing arms, exclufive of women, 
children, aged perfons, &c, which muft have rendered 
the ifland extremely populous. The natives in general 
were tall of Mature, well made, active, chearful, am' if 
daik complexions. They were warlike and humane, 
faithful to their promifes, fond of difficulties, and feat - 
lefsof dangers. They frequently climbed up very lleep 
precipices, and, by means of long heavy poles, leajx d 
from rock to rock. 

Their drefs was a clofe fhort coat, reaching only to 
the knees, and girded round the middle with a leather 
belt. The coat itfelf .was made of rufli, which (hey 
beat till it became foft like flax, and then fpun ami wove 
it into a garment. Their outwaid covei ing was a goat- 
fkin cloak i the hairy fide of which they wore mwaid in 
the winter, and outward in the fummcr. TlR ir cam 
were made of the (kins of goats heads, fo conrnveU, 
that part of the beard lump; down by each ear, and was 
fometimcs tied under the chin. . 

The external diftinftion of the noble or fupenor rank 
ofCanarians, from thofe of the vulgar or lower dais, 
was by the cut of their hair or beards. 

The Canarians originally ufed only ftoix S n« "j 
and fliarp pointed poles ; but after having been ,nva< "" 
by the Kuropcans, they learnt of their invadeis trie* a 
of making Ihields and Iwords, In all thci! w.n*. W*- 
ever, they preferved humanity and decency i «>» ^ 
never molcHed women or childicu, or did the lea 
mage to the temples or facred places belonging 10 
enemies. They had, in times of peace, amplnil^ ^ 

for public combats j when a challenge bctni; C 1 ^ 



AFRICA.] 



AFRICAN ISLANDS. 



4^3 



rll „ r i ia ueh err and challenged both repaired to 

Sffi nobles: here they pet, coned for perm.mon ro 
i^r which being granted, they went to the faycag, 
Sfprinc pa officef^to confirm that permifllon. Th.s 

and all things prepared, they went to the 
b Stheatre where '^exhibition was begun by the 
St£bX» turning on two large rtones at fome 
Iftance and pelting each other w.th lmaller Hones, 
which were fupplied them for that purpofc; the princi- 
StoU connfting in avoiding being ftruck bv thefe by 
She mere dexterity of body. This lapidauon being per- 
r , m «« thev engaged with a cudgel in the right hand, 
ttf^Alcft , with Wh they gave each 
other a hearty drubbing : then retiring for fome refrefh- 
ment they afterwards returned, and fought again, till 
the erand council ordered them to defift. Theie com- 
bats were generally fought on public feftivals ; and the 
cure if either of the combatants was wounded, was of 
a lingular nature ; for a fkilful perfon, who a£ted as 
fur^on, pounded a rufh, till it became of the conhften- 
cyoftow, and then dipping it in goat's tallow, he ap- 
plied it warm to the place afTecfted. Thefe combats 
were fucceeded by Zinging and d.mc'mg ; their dances 
being quick, fprightly, and agil and their fongs all 
of a plaintive nature. - 

The houfes of the native Canarians were built of 
(tone, but not cemented together: they were, how- 
ever, faflened with fuch exaclnefs, that their appear- 
ance was not uncouth. The floors were funic beneath 
the level of the ground, and the walls were, very low. 
The roofs were formed of wooden beams covered 'with 
earth. Beds made of goat fltins, mats madeofrufhes 
to fit upon, and bafkets formed of palm leaves, were 

die whole of their furniture. 

The women, in the proper feafon, gathered flowers, 
herbs, and flirubs, from which they extracted a variety 
of colours ; and when that feafon was over, they em- 
ployed themfelves in dying, ftaining, and painting their 
houfes, furniture, and dreifes. Their thread was made 
of nerves or tendons, their needles of bone, their fifh- 
hooks of horn, and their domeftic utenfils of clay dried 
in the fun. The making mats, bafkets, thread, nee- 
dles, ■ fifli- hooks, pottery, &c. were deemed honoura- 
ble employments ; but the trade of a butcher was look- 
ed upon as lb ignominious, on account of the natural 
abhorrence the people entertained to killing any ani- 
mal, that none would converfe with a perfon of that 
profeflion, or fuffer him to touch any thing belonging 
to them. Indeed, thofe in any of thefe iflands who eat 
meat, were looked upon as but little better than can- 
nibals; and the butchers who killed it for them were 
confequently held in the utnioft dcteftation. The 
common food of the Canarians was barley meal, milk, 
butter, &c. They ground their bai ley with a hand-mill, 
and ploughed their ground with a wooden machine, 
which in fome meafure refembled a hoe, with a fpur at 
die end of it. When the land was over dry, they had 
die method of fluicing it by the means of channels cut 
u\ parallel lines, with others interfec"ting them at right 
angles. When ripe, the corn was always reaped, 
threflu'd, and winnowed, by the women. 

'1 he riclier fort of the people refided chiefly in the 
inland parts of the ifland, and the poorer clafs inhabited 
thefeacoafl, where they fubfiftcd principally by fifhing. 
They had a peculiar method of catching a fmall, but 
exquifite fifh, of the pilchard kind, which was this: 
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wiien they perceived a lhoal near the Jhore, a numbc 
ut per(bns Iwani off, furrounded the fifh, and drov 
uiein into nets, which were purpofely laid for their re 
ception. The prize was then divided between all pre 
hnt with great equity j but pregnant women had al 
ways the allowance of two perfons j and thole wl 
nuMren, belides their own fliare, received a flia 



each child. 
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. ^ulation, inftcad of fevefity, directed the educa- 
tion of their children : and parents, when a daughter 
^as to be married, kept her prcvioufly thirty days, 



during which time flie was fed with the moft nourifhing 
aliments, in order to fatten her ; as they deemed it a 
bad omen for people to marry when lean. 

Among the original Canarians was an order of nuns, 
who were diftinguifhed from the other women by a pe- 
culiar fort of long white garments. They had many 
fuperflitious traditional notions among them ; and die 
places where they refided were deemed places oi refuge 
for criminals, and had privileges very nearly refcmbling 
European fandhiaries. In all crimes but thofe juinifha- 
ble by death the laws of retaliation were 11 fed, and 
juftice, in general, impartially admimftered. 

In times of public danger, or when they looked upon 
themfelves to be afflicted by any general calamity, the 
Canarians went in proceffions to the rocks and moun- 
tains, preceded by the religious women, and carrying 
with them branches of palm, and veficls filled with 
milk, which latter they poured upon the rocks as reli- 
gious oblations, and tlnn danced in mournful meafurcs, 
and fung melancholy fongs, to deprecate the wrath of 
their ibppofed deities. When any of the Canarians 
died, if capital people, they were buried in fepulchrai 
caves j if of the vulgar clafs, in holes in the ground, 
which were afterwards covered with (tones. 

P A L M A. 

THIS ifland, which is fituated about 50 miles to 
the weft of TcnerirTe, is about 30 miles long, 
ao broacr, and 70 in circumference. On the north- 
eaft part is a lofty and fpacious mountain called the 
Cauldron, from having a hollow in it. The defcent 
within the cauldron, which proceeds gradually from the 
fummit, contains a fpace of about 30 acres, and on 
the declivity of the infide are feveral fprings that form 
a ftream which i flues out front the extremity of the 
mountain. Near the fea fhore, on the fouth fide of 
the ifland is a medicinal well of hot water, and at a 
village called Uguar is a cave at the extremity of which 
is a curious grotto with the roof fliuk with large 
flakes of flate (tones, from between which conftautly 
i flues a flow of clear and wholefbme ware;-. 

In the winter the air is fo exceeding fharp up the 
mountain, that the inhabitants aieohl'gcd to keep fires 
burning night and day ; whereas near the iea fide they 
only have them for cooking and other oceafional pur- 
pofes. In the months of July, ^.uguft and September 
the heat near the fea fhore is intolerable, while in the 
mountainous parts the air is plcafant and rcfrefliing. 

The natural productions of this ifland, with rcfuelfc 
to vegetables, poultry and animals, are much the fame 
as thofe of Canaria ; except, indeed, among the ani- 
mals it particularly abounds with rabbits. 

This ifland alfo produces great quantities of fugar 
and wines, the former of which is made on the weft 
fide of the ifland, and the* latter on the eaft. Their 
beft vines grow in a foil called the Brenia, where it is 
laid they make at leaft 1 2,000 calks of wine every year. 
The wines differ in their quality from thofe made in 
the odier iflands; but they are very rich, and have an 
excellent flavour. They have likewile gicut plenty of 
honey, and molt kinds of fru if, the latter of which 
grow in Inch abundance, that they export great quan- 
tities of them to the other iflands. 

Here are gum-dragon and pitch, the latter of which 
the natives extract from the tree called the pitch pine. 
Pine-apples aie likewile very plentiful; and fome of 
the trees on which ih< y grow are lb large as to be ufed 
for the mafts of fhips. 

J J alma, the principal town in this ifland, fo called 
after its name, is tolerably large, and well inhabited. 
The houfes are low, but fpacious; and in one pa it of 
the town is a very handlomc church. A confiderable 
trade is cairied on here in wines, which are expoited to 
various parts, but particularly to the Weft Indies. 

There is another very neat town in this ifland, called 
St. Andrew's, where there ate four engines for making 
fugar; but the kind hereabouts is vciy pool, lo that 
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the inhabitants are fupplied with erain, and other ne- 
ccnary articles, from the ifland of Tenenffe. 

The chief port is called Palma ; and is fituated 
the fouth fide of the idand. The road is about a quar - 
ter of a mile from the fhore , and, though it is open 
to the ealierly winds, the fhips ride with great fafety 

This ifland has heretofore been greatly Mubj eel to 
earthquakes and volcanos ; the effects of which are ftill 
to be feen in various parts. 

F E R R O. 

THIS ifland is called by the Spaniards Hicrro, and 
by the French L/Iflc de Fer. It is the molt 
wefterly of all the Canaries ; and lies between the 27th 
and 28th deg. of north latitude, and in 18 deg. weft 
longitude. It is about 30 miles long, 15 broad, and 
75 in circumference. 

Ferro was particularly famous on account of the 
French navigators placing their firft meridian in the 
center of it, as the Dutch did theirs through the peak 
of Teneriffe ; but at prefent moft geographers reckon 
the firft meiidian from the capital of their own coun- 
try ; as the Englifh from London, the French from 
Paris, &c. 

The foil in fome parts of this ifland is very barren, 
owing to a fcarcity of water $ but in others it is fertile, 
and produces all the neceflary articles for the fupport 
of the inhabitants. There are but three fpnngs in the 
whole ifland : fo that only rain water can be had in the 
chief parts of it. The fheep, goats and hogs that are 
brought up in thofe parts diftant from the rivulets feed 
almoit all the year round on the roots of fern and af- 
phodil, and therefore have little occafion for water ; as 
the great moiftuie that is naturally in thole roots fupply 

the want of that clement. 

There is only one fmall town in the whole ifland, and 
the moft diftinguifhed building in it is a parifli church. 
There are many fmall villages difpei fed about it, but 
not any one of them merits particular notice. 

The trade carried on here confifts in fmall cattle, 
brandy, honey, and orchilla weed. 

G O M E R A, 

SITUATED to the weft of Teneriffe, in a8 deg. 
north lat. and 18 deg. weft long, is about 30 miles 
long, 20 broad, and 60 in circumference. It is very 
►lentiful, being watered by many rivulets that flow 
from the mountainous parts, and give fertility to the 

vallies beneath. 

The inhabitants feldom import or export any corn, 

as they cultivate juft a fufficiency only for their own 
confumption. They have great plenty of all the ne- 
ceflaries of life, particularly cattle, poultry, roots, 
fruit and honey. They have deer alfo in great abund- 
ance, and more mules are bred here than in any other 
of the Canary Iflands. 

Gomera produces likewife great quantities of fugar, 
fruits and wine j but the latter commodity is much in- 
ferior to that made in the other iflands i and is fo poor 
and weak as not to be fit for exportation. It is there- 
fore chiefly con fumed among themfelves. 

This ifland has but one fmall town, which is fituatcd 
near the lea- fhore, and is called after its name. The 
number of houfes is about 150; but they arc fmall, 
and very mean buildings. Mere is a tolerable good 
church, and a convent of friars j and on one fide of 
the town, next the fhore, is a fmall fort, on the fouth 
fide of which is an old round tower, and on the north 
fide a b.itu'i y of fix fmall cannon. 

Oppofite 1 he town of Gomera is a very commodious 
bay, where (hips are well fecured from all winds, ex- 
cept the fouth- eail ; and the bottom of the bay alfo 
alloi cl 1 ! excellent anchorage. To the north of this bay 
is a [jmu\ cove, where fhips of any burthen may be 
conveniently placed for clean linn; and repairing. The 
fhore oppofite to this cove is a high perpendicular cliff, 




there is a large gate, wnicn is ihut every n ^ht ■ " 
dark. The town begins about fifty £ ar £ 
gate, and runs in a itrait line to the diflnnre «' 1 
half a mile. C °' ab *» 

FUERTEVENTURA 

TS about twenty-four leagues diftant from Grand C 
1 nana. It is about 65 miles in length, and of a vcrv 
unequal breadth, confiding of two peninfulas, joined 
by an iflhmus of 12 miles over. On the north fide 
there is a haven called Chabras, and another, which is 
very commodious, towards the weft. 

Between this ifiand and L,ancerota there opens a fine 
found, fufficiently large to receive a great fleet. To- 
wards the north-eaft the coaft is very foul, and the 
breakers exceeding dangerous. 

There are leveral fmall towns, villas and hamlets 
fcattered about in different parts of this ifiand, but they 
contain nothing deferring of notice. 

The inhabitants of Fuerteventura formerly had fome 
good horfes, of the breed both of Barbary and Spain, 
but the breed is fince much degenerated in fize, as well 
as dwindled to a fmall number. The people, indeed 
prefer afles, as they are more ferviceable in the hilly 
parts, and can be kept at a much cheaper rate. 

The great fcarcity of wood, flirubs and bu flies occa- 
fion a "fcarcity of birds and wild fowl. Canary birds, 
are the only ones found in any numbers. Gecfe and 
ducks are likewife wanting, from the great lea: city of 
water. 

In this, as well as the neighbouring ifland of Lance- 
rota, are the remains of many volcanos. 
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LANCEROTA 

IES in a 8 deg. 40 min. north lat. and 13 (leg. 
^_ 5 min. weft long, and is about 30 miles long and 
21 broad. It is about 18 leagues fouth-eafr of Grand 
Canaria, and the whole ifland is parted in the middle 
by a ridge of rocks, on which feed goats, fheep and 
afles. Here are likewife fome cattle, camels and gen- 
nets. The vallies are dry and fandy, reJembiing the 
rye fields in England; but they yield tolerable (jood 
barley and wheat: the firft har veil being about Apr:!, 
and t}he fecond in September. The principal commo- 
dities are-goats flefli and orchel, and the whole is an 
eftateor earldom, belonging to the family of HrrnuM, 
the head of that family being always lord of Fuerte- 
ventura and Lancerora. The people, however, in both 
iflands have the liberty of appeal to the king's judge* 
in Grand Canaria. Boats go from hence weekly to 
Grand Canaria, Teneiiffe and Palma, laden chiefly 
with dried goats flelh, which is ufed in the manner of 
bacon, and is not bad eating. 

In 1596 this ifland was attacked and taken by tl.e 
Englifh under the command of Leonid;-*, cad oi 
Cumberland, who, after ranfacking ir, departed the 
ifland. 

I^anccrota is very high, and may be Icon at a ftreiu 
diftance, its appearance being black and barren. 1 
principal port, which lies on the foiith-eall HW of me 
ifland, is called Porte deNaos, and the harhotir is tole- 
rably fecure for fmall veflels ; indeed, it is dirndl ilw 
beft belonging to the Canary Iflands, ami is imuli frr- 
ouented for its conveniency in repairing and c learning 
mips. This pore is without any town, or indeed ion ej, 
except florc-houfes, magazines, and barrack'; !<>M<> - 
diers. The caRle at the well end of the harbour 1* 01 
no confequence, as a fliip of force mitfhi eahly lw»< 
it down. A channel divides I .ancerou irmw Uit i" ut 
ifland called Graciofa, which is iinmh.dnu-d ; anil mi- 
channel is named the harbour of HI K»«>. ^ t,u 
harbour is a falt-work in 1-anccrota, which ruins to 

tolerable account. . , j 

Kubkon, or Cay an, u the principal low:i vi u-a.uuuv. 
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Tr U about fix miles from Porto de Naos, and is what 
as formerly called Lancerota. At prefent it contains 

Ihout aoo indifferent houfes. . 

The inhabitants of this lfland chiefly ufe rain water, 
wh ich is caught in pits and cifterns adapted for that 

iroofe as they have but few wells or fpnngs. The 
h eed of horfes has dwindled and degenerated in this 
Hand as well as in Fuerteventura. Afles are preferred 
here as they are there, and for the fame reafons. The 
t indeed, in both thefe iflands, are ufed not only 
for carrying burthens and riding, but for ploughing up 
the land ; fo that they are deemed of general utility. 

The want of food here occafions a want of birds i 
and the deficiency of water a deficiency of ducks, geefe, 
& c The different appearance of the cattle, at the dif- 
ferent feafons of the year, is very fingular ; for during 
the verdure of the fpring they are plump, fat, and 
fleek ; but in autumn, when the grafa and herbage are 
withered by the heat of the fun, they refemble fkele- 
tons, havefcarce fpirits to work, and their flefh is unfit 

t0 Neither Lancerota or Fuerteventura have any veno- 
mous creature, except the black fpider. This, however, 
is fufficicnt to terrify the people, as its fling is extreme- 
ly painful, and very dangerous. 

The feas interfering and furrounding thefe iflands 
afford the inhabitants plenty of fifh, particularly cod, 
much finer than what is caught on the banks of New- 
foundland; and a very fingular filh, called the picudo, 
or lea pike, the bite of which is as venomous as that of 
a viper ; yet, when drefled, it is pleafant and whole- 
fome food. 

Dejcription of the Perfons, Dre/s, Foody Difpofitions, 
Manners, Cuftoms> Manufactures, Commerce, csV. of 
the Inhabitants of the Canary Iflands in general. 

THE greatefl part of the inhabitants of thefe iflands 
are fmall of flature, well made, and have good 
features. Their complexions are very fwarthy, their 
eyes full of fire, and their countenances expreflive. 
They are fond of calling themfelves Spaniards, and 
fpeak the Caftilian language 5 the better fort of people 
with a good grace, but the vulgar very unintelligibly. 

The better fort wear, in common, a camblct cloak, 
of a dark red or black colour ; a linen night- cap, bor- 
dered with lace and a broad flouched hat. When 
they pay vifits, a coat, fword, and white peruke, are 
added \ which latter makes a very ftrange appearance 
with their dark countenances : and what is ftill more 
fingular, they keep their great heavy flouched hats 
upon their heads always in the houfe ; but when they 
are out of doors they carry it under their arm. 

The common people wear their own black bufhy 
hair, and tack fome of it behind the right ear. Their 
principal garment is a white loofc coat, made in the 
manner or a French loofe coat, with a friar's cape, and 
girded about the middle with afafh. 

The women wear on their heads a piece of gauze, 
which falls down the (houlders, is pinned under the 
chin, and covers the neck and breaft. A part of their 
urefs is a broad brimmed flouched hat ; but they ufe 
this with more propriety than the men j for abroad they 
wear it upon their heads, and fo their faces are fhielded 
from the fcorching beams of the fun. Over the flioul- 
<krs a mantle is thrown, its goodnefs being in propor- 
tion to the condition of the wearer. Jackets are worn 
mftead of flays ; but all arc very fond of a great num- 
wr of petticoats. The principal ladies of Canaria and 
iHjcnflc tlrcls after the fafliions of France and Eng- 
wmi, and pay vifits in chariots: but none walk the 
tryets without being veiled j though fome are fo care- 
us in the ufe of their veils, that they take care to let 
"wir faces and necks be fcen. Some ladies have their 
nair cunoully plaited, and fattened to the crown of the 
ncact with a fto ld comb, Their mantles are very rich , 
lurlP ^ apwfnfion of jewels: but the clumfincfs 

A,rc!s > a ™ aukwardnefs of gait, obfervablc in both 

No. jo. 



fexes, render their appearance rather ridiculous *p 

ftrangers. . 

The lower clafs of people are afHiflefl with m*njr 

noxious diforders, and are naturally very filthy. The 
gentry, however, affect great delicacy. Both fexes ,go 
every morning to hear mafs ; and inoft go Jjpfore they 
take any refrefhment. Their breakfaft is ufually cho- 
colate. They dine at noon, and fhut up the doors till 
diree o'clock. People in goo4 circumftances have four 
courfes brought to table : the firft is foup, the fecond 
roaft meat, the third olio, and the fourth the defert.. 
While drinking, their toafts are much like ouis ; but 
they ceafe drinking as foon as the cloth is removed. 
After dinner all the company wafh their hands in one. 
large utenfil, and then go to deep for about an hour. 
In winter evenings they regale with chocolate and fweet- 
meats ; but in fummer fine fpring water is fubftituted 
inltead of chocolate. 

The people in general deep on mattraflfes, fpread on 
mats, and placed upon the floor. The fheets, pillows, 
quilt, &c. are fringed or pinked j but no curtains are 
ufed, as they deem them the harbours for fleas and 
bugs. The women lit upon cufhions, on a raifed part 
of the floor, either when they receive, or when they 
pay vifits. The children are inftrudfced in convents, and 
ufually make a rapid progrefs ; for it muft be confefled 
that the people hav,e a quick genius, particularly for 
poetry. The common amufements are finging, dan- 
cing, playing on the guittar, cards, wreflling, quoits, 
throwing at ball through a ring at a diftance, &c. 
They take an airing on horfeback, but generally travel 
with afles. 

Each of the Canary Iflands, as well as each town and 
family, has its peculiar titular faint ; and the feftivals 
of thefe faints are kept with great folemnity. 

The people in general hold the employment of a 
butcher, taylor, miller, and porter, in the utmolt con- 
tempt; and the officers of jullice have a right to feize 
upon a perfon of any of thefe employments, when a 
criminal is put to death, and make him perform the 
office of executioner. For their hatred to thefe four 
employments they give he JoLowing reafons; that a 
butcher is barbarous, a taylor is effeminate, a miller is 
a thief, and a porter is a human bealt of burthen. 

The gentry in general, though proud, are polite ; 
the lower clafs of people, though poor, are mannerly ; 
and even beggars afk charity with a good grace, and, 
if refufed, never behave with impertine 

Private pilfering is very common here, but high- 
way or flreet robberies arc feldom or ever known. The 
only confequence of robbery, however, is a found 
drubbing, or a fhort imprifonment. Duels arc never 
heard of, but private murders are common, which 
evinces that tlije people have more malice than courage. 

The inhabitants of the Canary Iflands are, in genera], 
temperate ; or at leafl if they are otherwife, it is in pri- 
vate only ; for nothing can be a greater ftain there than 
to be fcen drunk ; and a man who can be pioved a 
drunkard is not admitted to take his oath in any court 
of judicature. Hence thofe who are fond of liqnor in- 
toxicate themfelves in their chambers, and then lie 
down in order to fleep themfelves fober. 

If a man falls in love with a young woman, and her 
parents refufe to con fen t to the union, fhe has liberty to 
complain to the curate of the parifh, who takes her 
away, and places her in a convent, where fhe mult re- 
main till they confentto her marriage. 

The natives of Fuerteventura and L.ancerota differ in 
feveral particulars from thofe of the other iflands j for 
they are tall, flrong, robuff, and of a very dark com- 
plexion ; and the other Canarians deem them lude and 
unpolifhed with refpedt to themfelves. TIuv fpeak a 
barbarous kind of the Caflilian, and drefs like mean 
Spanifh peafanrs. Their houfes are built of Hone and 
lime, coveied with pantiles for the better fort of peo- 
ple, but only thatched for the meaner \ and the floors 
are paved with Hag f tones. Their dict,ifi as mean m 
their habitations. They hate improvements, becaulc 

5 V ihey 
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they deem them innovations ; and have fo little curio- 
iky, that none will vifit Spain, if they can help it ; and 
very few the other Canary Iflands, unlefs obliged lb to 

do by bufinefs* 

The principal manufactures of all thefe iflands are 
filk hofe and garters, which are knit; quilts, tafFeties, 
blankets, coarfe cloths, &c. In the large towns men 
are weavers andtaylors; but in the villages womeri on- 
ly; and the exportation vf raw filk is prohibited*' in or- 
der to encourage the manufactories. 

The commerce of the Canaries may be confidercd 
under five heads, viz. the domeftic trade with each 
other, and from ifland to ifland ; the trade to Europe, 
the Spanifh Weft Indies, America, and the coaft of 
Barbary. 

The center of trade is Teneriffe. The principal 
commerce is carried on in foreign bottoms. The va- 
rious imports are woollen goods, hardware, hats, red 
herrings, pilchards, wheat* &c*. from Great Britain ; 
butter, candles, pickled pork, pickled herrings, cVc. 
from Ireland ; gunpowder, cordage, coarfe flax, &cc. 
from Holland and Hamburgh ; bar iron from Bifcay ; 
dried cod, rice, beef, pork, hams, bees-wax, deal 
boards, ftaves, wheat, flour, maize, &c. from the 
American colonies ; and fllks, velvets, oils, cordage, 
&c. from Barcelona, Seville, Majorca, Italy, and 
Cadiz* In return for thefe they export their various 
commodities and manufactures to the feveral countries 
from which they receive their imports, 

SECTION II. 
The MATTER A or MADEIRA ISLANDS. 

IT is the general opinion of writers that thefe iflands 
were known to the ancients, but lay concealed for 
many generations. They differ with refpect to their 
difcovery; fome attributing it to the Portugufe in 
1519, others to an Engl iih man in 1344. . However 
that may be, the Portuguefe took pofleflion of them, 
and ftill form the principal part of the inhabitants. 
Thefe iflands are fituated in 32 deg. 27 min. north 
lat. and from 18 deg. jo min. to 19 deg. 30 min. weft 
longitude. » 

The largeft of thefe iflands, from which the reft de- 
rive the general name of Madeira, or rather Mattera, 
(a Portuguefe word, fignifying a wood or foreft, from 
its being over-run with trees,) is about 75 miles in 
length, and upwards of 36, in fome places, in breadth. 
It is compofed of one continued hill, of a confiderable 
height, extending from caft to weft, the declivity of 
which, on the fouth fide, is cultivated, and inter fperfed 
with vineyards ; and in the midft of this Hope the mer- 
chants have fixed their country feats, which form a very 
agreeable profpeA. The firft fettlers, to clear the 
lands, fet fire to the woods. 

Fine fprings abound here in almoft every pait ; and, 
from the grapes which the vines produce, is made a 
vaft quantity of the molt delicious wines. 

Our celebrated countryman Captain Cock, to whom 
we recur with pleafure upon every pofliblc occafion, in 
the account of his firft voyage, writes concerning this 
ifland to the following import. 

" '1 his ifland has a beautiful appearance from the 
fea, thofe parts of hills which prefent themfelves being 
covered with vines. 

" The inhabitants of Madeira have no artii lc of trade 
but wine, which is made by prefling the juice out in a 
fquare wooden veflcJ. The pei Tons employed having 

taken oft* their Ihors and jackets, get into it, and, with 
their elbows and feet, prefs out as much of the juice as 
they can. In like manner the (talks, being tied toge- 
ther, are ore fled under a f quart* piece of wood, by a 
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:one fattened to the end of it. 



" There are no wheel carriages of any fort, nor have 
the people any thing that refembles them, except a hol- 
low board or lUdgr, upon which thofe wine veflcls are 
drawn that are too big to be carried by hand. They 



have alfo horfes and mules, very proper for their ro d 
but their wine is, notwithstanding, brought to t * ' 
from the vineyards where it is made in vefTels of e° Wf * 
fkins^ which are carried by men on their heads. U 

4< Nature has been very liberal in her gifts to M 
deira. The inhabitants are not without ingenuity b** 
they want induftry. The foil is fo very rich, an/the^ 
is fuch a variety in the climate, that there is fcarceW 
any article, cither of the neceflaries or luxuries of life 
which cannot be cultivated in the ifland. Pine-apples 
and mangoes grow almoft fpontaneoufly in the town 
and great variety of fruit upon the hills. Corn is alfo 
very large and plenty. 

" The beef, mutton, and pork, are remaikably 
good. Foncho, which is fennel in Poituguifr, o avc 
name to the town of Fonchial. It is feated at the Lot- 
torn of a bay, indifferently built : the flrcets arc nar- 
row, and very wretchedly paved. In the churchy 
there are great numbers of ornaments, with piclun s and 
images of faints, which, for the mod: part, are poorly 
executed. A better tafte prevails in fome of the con- 
vents, particularly that of the Francifcans, where fim- 
pliciry and neatnefs unite. The infirmary does honour 
to the architect j and is the mo ft capital edifice in the 
whole place. There are many very high hills: Pico 
Ruivo is near 5100 feet in height, perpendicularly from 
its bafe. The inhabitants are computed to be between 
70 and 8o,coo ; and the revenue arifing from the cuf- 
toms is fuppofed to amount to 20 or 30,000!. Hurling 
per annum. They abound in water, wine, fruit, and 
onions. Sweetmeats of various forts are alfo to be had ; 
but perm i (Hon muft be obtained from the governor for 
poultry and frefh meat." 

Captain Cook fays, there is great reafon to fuppofc 
that this whole ifland was, at fome remote period, 
thrown up by the explofion of fubterraneous lire, as 
every flone fcen upon it appeared to have been burnt, 
and even the fand itfelf to be nothing more than afhes. 

The people here trade among themfelves by barter. 
The ordinary food of the poorer people, in the time of 
vintage, is little elfe than bread and rich grapes. Were 
it not for this abftemioufneCs, the danger of fevers in the 
hot feafons would be rarely avoided : therefore, even 
the rich in the hot months "are very fpare in their diet, 

and drink but moderately. 

The people in general affea great gravity in their 



deportment, and ulually go clad in black ; but they 
cannot part from the fpado and dagger, which even 
fervants wear j fo that you may fee a footman waiting 
at table with a fword by his fide, at lead a yaul lonfc, 

and a great bafket hilt to it. 

The houfesin general are plain, as the ni!iahit.mts 
pur themfelves to no great expence either in fling 
or furniming them. 1 he windows are latt.ced n!»i\ui 
of being glazed, and are fe cured by wooden fliutcr* .« 

n'u»ht. r 

In marriages affection is never once thou: lit o. n^'i 
the principal enquiries are into family, ddcei.f, .iiKhn- 
ciimllances. '1 he women are prohibited from inarm- 
ing Englilhmen, unlefs they con lent to chan-e i.hm >c- 
liiijion, and turn Roman Catholic s. t 

w Murder is very frequent here, on account <>, t i<; ;ye.u 
number of places deemed (ancluaries, and d.ee;u:v. 11 



number 01 places uecmcci unctuanc, nm — 
which a murderer can thereby fcrccn hind -\j 
tice. But if the criminal pci Ion is take n hc.oie 1 t 



fly to lanAiiary, the punifhmcnt is only eirluv b.«'ji>. ■ 
ment or confinement, both which may he <v.u..u V 



( in 

h- 



,'ti 1 v.hh- 



Jews are admitted to take oidcrs. 1 he < 
made repolitoiies for the dead. The c->:ph 

. J -«J. ....... ,,\ . ».,.f ii> flu' Wit in" 



pecuniary compofition. 

The clergy here are exceeding numei <>"'•» 
rally rich ; but none who are defcrndn. lor- 

is t i.r:'' 1 ' 1 '/ 

drelled and adorned j yet, in the int 1 Ilt j {] ! ' lv 

lime is ufed, in order to confumc the body v.i .1 " 
ginable difpatch, wliich utually happens'" aly,.i. » 
fo that there is then room foi another "''l' 1 
bodies of Protectants are not allowed to be • > 
muft be thrown into the fea, unleis a wi 
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v is paid to the clergy, when they are permitted | j abandoned themfelves to defpair, and committed their 
WW JLh in ronfecrated eround. fates to the mercy of the waves. Without a pilot, al- 



to be interred in confecrated ground. 

The ifland called Porto Santo, which is only eight 
miles in circumference, lies at a fmall diftance from 
Madeira properly fo called, and is under the fame jurif- 
diction. U is very fertile, and abounds in excellent 
honey and wax. . . 

There is another ifland, but it is fcarce worth notice, 
bein" not only of very fmall extent, but likewife en- 
tirely barren ; for which the Portuguefe have given it 
the expreflive appellation of the Defolate or Defert Ifle. 

To our general account of the Madeira Iflands, we 
are induced to fubjoin, a minute and circumflantial nar- 
lative of the manner in which they were difcovered, as 
we prefume, from the interefting incidents which at- 
tended it, that it cannot fail of conducing to the enter- 
tainment of the reader. 

In the reign of Edward III. king of England, a young 
gentleman, named Robert Machin, conceived a vio- 
lent paflion for Ann D'Arfer, a beautiful and accom- 
plished lady of a noble family. Machin, with refpect 
to birth and fortune, was inferior to the lady; but his 
perfonal qualifications overcome every fcruple on that 
account, and fhe rewarded his ardour with a reciprocal 
affection. Her friends, however, did not behold the 
young gentleman through the medium of paflion : they 
fancied their blood would be contaminated by an alli- 
ance with one of a lower rank, and therefore determin- 
ed to facrifice the happinefs of the young lady to the he- 
reditary pride of blood, and the mercenary motives of 
intercft. Fraught with thefe ideas, a warrant was pro- 
cured from the king, under the fanction of which Ma- 
chin was apprehended, and kept in dole confinement, 
till the object of his affections was married to a noble- 
man, whofe chief merit lay in his honorary title and 
large poiTeflions. 

Immediately after the nuptial ceremony was over, 
the peei took his beautiful bride with him to a ftrong 
and fuperb caftle, which he had in the neighbourhood 
of Briftol ; and then the unfortunate lover was relealed 
from his cruel imprifonment. 

Machin, being at liberty, was acquainted that his 
miftrefs had been compelled to give her hand to ano- 
ther. This rendered him almoft frantic, and he vowed 
to revenge the violence done to the lady, and the in- 
jury which he himfelf had fuftained. 

Widi this view he imparted hisdefign to fome of his 
friends and companions, who fwore to accompany him 
to Briftol, and afllft him in whatever enterprise he un- 
x>k. One of his comrades contrived to get him- 
felf hired by the nobleman as a fervant, and by that 
means being introduced into the family, he foon found 
an opportunity to let the lady know the fentiments and 
intentions of her lover, when lhe fully entered into all 
his projects, and promifed to comply with whatever he 
ihould defirc. 

To facilitate the defign, the lady appeared morechear- 
ful than ufiial, which lulled afleep every fufpicionth.it 
her lord might other wife: have entertained ; and intreat- 
ed permiffion to ride out daily to take the air, for the 
benefit of her health, which rccjucfl. her confort cafily 
granted. This point being gained, Hie did not fail to 
make the moftofir, by riding out every morning, ac- 
companied by one fervant only, which was her lover's 
companion; he having been previoufly pitched upon, 
b) h<T contrivance, always to attend her. 

All things being prepared, Hie one day rode out as 
ultial, when her attendant conducted her to his friend, 
who waited at the fca-fide to leceive her. They all 
three immediately entered a boat, and foon i cached a 
Hup that lay at fome diftance ready for their reception. 

Machin having the object of his wimcson board im- 
mediately, with the advance of his affociatcs, fet fail, 
! mrrw,m K t? proceed to France ; but all on board beitm 
|ijnorant of maritime afl airs, and the wind blowing a 
wd gale, they milled their port, and the next morn - 
ng, to their aftonimmcnt, found themfelves driven in- 
to the mam ocean. In this miferablc condition they 



derrook. 



mercy 

mod deftitute of provifions, and quite devoid of hope, 
they were tofled about for the fpace of thirteen days. 
At length, when the morning of the fourteenth day be- 
gan to dawn, they fancied they could defcry fomcthing 
very near them that had the appearance of land ; and 
when the fun rofe, to their great joy, they could dif- 
tinctly perceive it was fuch. Their pleafure, however, 
wasfomewhat interrupted by the reflection that it was 
a ftrange country j for they plainly perceived it was 
covered with a variety of trees, with whofe appearance 
and nature they were totally unacquainted. 

The (loop being got our, fome of them landed, in 
order to make their observations on the country, when 
returning foon after to the fhip, they fpoke in raptures 
of the place ; but at the fame time declared they be- 
lieved it to be uninhabited. 

Machin, -with his miftrefs, and fome of his friends, 
then landed, leaving the reft to take care of the fhip. 
The country appeared beautifully diverfified with hills 
and dales, fhaded with various trees, and watered by 
many clear meandring dreams. Several kinds of wild 
beads approached without offering any violence to them; 
and the mo ft beautiful birds, of different fpecies, perch- 
ed upon their heads, arms, and hands, unapprehenfive 
of danger. 

Penetrating farther through the woody receffes, they 
entered a fine meadow, admirably encircled with a bor- 
der of laurels, finely enamelled with various flowers, 
and happily watered with a winding chryftal rivulet. 
Upon an eminence, in the midft of this meadow, they 
fawa lofty fpreading tree, the beauty of which invited 
them to repofe under its made, and partake of the fhel- 
ter it would afford them from the piercing rays of the 
fun. Beneath this tree they at length determined to 
make a temporary refidence, and providing themfelves 
with boughs from the neighbouring woods, they built 
feveral fmall huts, or rather arbours. In this place 
they paffed their time very agreeably, and made fre- 
quent excurfions into the adjacent country, admiring 
its ftrangc productions, and various beauties. Their 
happinefs, however, was of no very long continuance; 
for one night a terrible ftorm aiofe from the north- caft, 
which blew the fhip from her anchor, and drove her to 
fea. The crew were obliged to fubmit to the mercy of 
the elements, when they were driven to the coaft of 
Morocco, and the fhip being ftranded, all the crew 
were carried into captivity. 

The next morning, when Machin and his compa- 
nions miffed the fhip, they concluded fhe had foundered, 
and gone to the bottom. This new calamity plunged 
them into the deepeft melancholy, and proved, in par- 
ticular, fo affecting to the lady, that (he funk under it* 
She had, indeed, before continually fed her grief, by 
fad prefages of the enterprize's ending in fome fatal ca- 
taftrophc to all concerned ; but the fhock of the late 
di fader ft ruck her dumb, fo that (lie expired in three 
days afterwards in the mod bitter agonies. Machin 
was fo affected by her death, that he furvived her but 
five days, notwithstanding all that his companions 
could do to afford him confolation. Previous to his 
death he begged them to place his body in the fame 
grave with hers, which they had made at the foot of 
an altar, creeled under the beautiful lofty tree before- 
mentioned. They afterwards erected a large wooden 
crofs upon it ; and near that an infeription, drawn up 
by Machin himfelf, containing a fuccinct account of 
the whole adventure i and concluding with a requefl;, 
that if any Chrillians ihould come there to fettle, they 
would build a church upon the fpot, and dedicate it to 
Jefus Chi id. 

After the deatli of Machin, his remaining companions 
determined to attempt returning to England in the 
floop, which had been fo well fecured near the Hi ore, as 
not to be in the lead damaged by the llonn which had 
driven away the fhip j but happening to take the fame 
eoui lc the others had been forced upon, they, unluckily 

for 
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for thernfelves, arrived in like manner upon fome part 
-of the craft of Morocco, met with exactly the lame 
fate, were (cized in a fimilar manner, and earned to 
the fame priidn. In the place of their confinement 
beftdes their own companions, they met with IcvvrA 
other Chrillian (laves, particularly one John de Mo- 
rales, a Spaniard of Seville. This man was an excel- 
lent Tailor, and took a peculiar delight in hearing the 
En"hlh captives recount their adventures, by wnicn 
means he It arned, and retained in his memory, the 
fituation and peculiar marks of this new difcovered 

country. . r , Y 

In order to connect the above narrative of the firft clii- 

covery of the Madeiras with what is termed the fecond 

difcovery, but which, to fpeak with greater precifion, 

is the, completion of the firft, it will be neceflary to look 

back a little into the leading incidents which brought 

about the latter. 

John I. king of Portugal, having entered into a war 
with the Moors, palled over into Africa with a formida- 
ble army, A. D. 1415* laid liege to and took 
Cetita. In ihis expedition he was accompanied by his 
fbns, one of whom, Prince Henry, took great delight 
in the ftudy of the mathematical fciences, particularly 
geography and navigation. 

Upon this occafion he had great opportunity of con- 
vening with the Moors and African Jews; and in- 
forming himfelf, by their means, of the fituation of fe- 
veral foreign countries, of their coafts, the feas about 
them, &c. he conceived an infatiable thirft for making 
new conquefts, and from this time determined to de- 
vote his attention to the difcovery of unknown coun- 
tries. 

In confequence of this rcfolution, after the reduction 
of Ccuca, he retired to the Algarves, where, within a 
league of Cape St. Vincent, he founded a new town, 
built a fort to defend it, and determined from thence 
to fend out fli ps upon difcoveries. , The perfon he in - 
tended to employ upon thefe occafions, as chief com- 
mander, was a gentleman of extraordinary abilities, 
named Juan Gonfalvo Zarco, who became famous, 
not only for his maritime difcoveries, but for being the 
firft perfon who introduced the ufe of artillery on board 
Ihips. In 1418 he difcovered Puerto Santo, one of the 
Madeiras; and, in 1420, he paffed the ftraits, and 
furveyed a confiderable extent of die coaft of Africa. 
In the interim a Spanifh prince dying, left, by his will, 
a large fum of money for the purpofe of redeeming Spa- 
nifh Chriftians who were kept as (laves in Morocco. 
Term? being agreed upon between the emperor of Mo- 
rocco and the com mi Hi oners for the redemption of thofe 
captives, a Spanifh Ihip was fent to Morocco to fetch 
home the redeemed Chriftians, among whom was the 
before mentioned John de Morales. This fhip, on its 
return to Spain, happened to fall in with the iquadron 
commanded by Jiun Gonfalvo Zarco, who was then 
patTing the ftraits to make obfervations on the coaft of 
Africa, as we before noticed. 

Spain and Portugal being at that time at war, Juan 
Gonfalvo Zarco made a prize of the Spanifh fhip ; but 
rinding it contained only redeemed captives, he was 
touched with compafllon at the miferies they had al- 
ready fuftVred during their fla very, and generoufly dif 
miffed them, taking out only John de Morales, whom 
he (ouni\ to he not only an able failor, and an expert 
pilot, but a very intelligent perfon. 

Morales being acquainted with the reafon of his de- 
tention, and the difcoveries that the Portuguefe were 
upon, inilead of bring grieved, was mightily rejoiced, 
and offered voluntarily to enter into the fervice of 
Prince Meniy. He then told Juan Gonfalvo of the 
ifland which the Knglilh had newly difcovered, re- 
counted the llory of the two unfortunate lovers, and 
related every thing which he had heard from Machines 
companions while in (la very. 

Juan Gonfalvo was lo mightily pleafcd at this relation, 
that he tacked about, and returned to the new town 
which Prince Hem y had builtj and which was, called 



Terca Nabal. 

the prince, when 



On his arrival he introduced Morale 
n the Spaniard again recounted J\ l 



had before told to Juan Gonfalvo* The prince tr 1 
this worthy of becoming a national affair, and ?} 
fore communicating the whole to the king hh ftT*" 
and the Portuguefe miniftry, they determined to n? r 



this difcovery, and for that purpofe fitted out 'a^T' 1 ^ 
fhip, well manned and provided, and a noon t o°°^ 
with oars, when occafion required; and the conim 
of the whole was given to Juan Gonfalvo. 

On difcovering Puerto Santo, a fhort time before 
Juan Gonfalvo had left fome Portuguefe on that iOand 
and judging by Morales's account of the fituation of") \ 
ifland they were in quefl of, that it could not be fir 
from Puerto Santo, he determined to fail thither. U 
On his arrival at that ifland, the Portuguefe, whom 
he had left behind, informed him, that they had ob- 
ferved to the north-eaft a thick impenetrable darknefs 
which conftantly hung upon the fea, and extended itfelf 
upward to the heavens ; that they never knew it to be 
diminifhed, but often heard from thence a ftrange kind 
of no'.fe, which they could not account for. 

Morales feemed to be convinced that this was the 
idand they were in fearch of, and Juan Gonial vo was in- 
clined to adopt his opinion ; but all the reft were terrified 
at the accounts they had heard. It was therefore con- 
cluded to remain at Puerto Santo till the change of the 
moon, to fee what effect that would have upon the 
fhade, or whether the noife would ceafe: but perceiv- 
ing no alteration of any kind, the panic incpuied among 
the geniality of the adventurers. Moialef-, however, 
■flood firm to his opinion of that being the lan! they 
were locking for, and very fen fibly obf rveJ, that, ac- 
cording to the accounts he had received from the lira/, 
lifh, the ground was covered over with lofty ih \<\y tree*, 
and that ic was no wonder, therefore, that it ihould be 
exceeding damp, and die humid vapours might cxh.ile 
from it by the power of the fun, which fprcading ihein- 
felves to the fky, occafioned the dark cloud thi:y law; 
and that with refpect to the noife, it might be ocwli "i- 
ed by certain currents dafhing againft the rocks on its 
coaft. 

Juan Gonfalvo, however, determined to proceed, 
and fitting fail the next day, he at length made land; 
and the fear of thofe who had been all along terrified 
now vanifhed. The firft point they fiw they named St. 
Lawrence's Point. Doubling this they found riling 
land 10 the fouthward, where Morales and others were 
fent in a floop to reconnoitre the coaft, and came to a 
bay which feemed to anfwer the defcription given by 
the Englilh. Mere they landed j and finding the uols 
and infeription over the grave of the two lovats, thry 
returned to Juan Gonfalvo, with an account ot their 
fuccefs. Juan Gonfalvo immediately landed, and took 
poffeffion of the place, in the names of John I. king of 
Portugal, and Prince Henry, his fon. Having built 
an altar near the grave of the lovers, they It art lied 
about the ifland, in order to difcover if it contained any 
cattle, but not rinding any, they coalled weitwa'd, nil 
they came 10 a place where four fine rivers ran into ► the 
fea, of the waters of which Juan Gonfalvo Idled I >w 
bottles, to carry as a prcfent to Piince l hmy. 1 l0 * 
ceeding farther, they came to a fine valley, which wai 
interfeded by a beautiful river, and after that rn a y -m- 
fant fpot covered with trees, fome of which be 111*5 /: 
down, Juan Gonfalvo ordered a croft to be cncL&i n 
the timber, and called the place Sancla L ru/.. 

They now began to look out fur a pl.;c»j pM'P* 1 
fix their refidence in while they llaid, and at J<nj, f 
found a fine track of land, not fo woody as the if u 

but covered over with fennel, vhu H.m 
the Portuguefe language, is called l'tim ho i 1 
whence the town of Punchal, afterwards btult <>" 

fpot, cooks its name. . , n 1 and 

After having viewed other parts of the »^ n(, » ^ 
.daily had occafion for new admiration of the uc. ^ 
continually difcovered, Juan Gonfilvo revm 
Portugal, and ai rived at Lilbun the latter end of . ft 



the country, 



in 
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the year i4ao, without having loft a fingie man in 
the whole enterprize. 

A day of audience being appointed for Juan Gon- 
falvo to make a report of his voyage, the king gave 
the name of Madeira to the new difcovered ifland, 
on account of the very great quantity of excellent 
woo l found upon it. An order was foon after made 
for Tuan Gonfalvo to return to Madeira in the fpring 
enfuin<*, with the title of captain goventor of Madeira, 
to which tide the heir of his family at prefent adds that 
of count. 

Juan Gonfalvo fet fail on his fecond voyage in the 
month of May, A. D. 1421, taking with him the 
orcatcft part of his family ; and arriving at Madeira 
he cart anchor in the Road till then called the Englifh 
Port ; but Juan Gonfalvo, in honour of the firfl dif- 
coverer then called it Puerto de Maehino, from which 
name it was corrupted to Machico ; which it bears to 

this day. 

Juan Gonfalvo then ordered the large fprcading 
beautiful tree before-mentioned, under whofe branches 
Machin and his companions had taken up their refi- 
dence, to be cut down, and a fmall church to be built 
with the timber; whiclij in conformity to Machin's 
requcil, he dedicated to Jeilis Chrift, and interfered 
the pavement of the choir with the bones of the two 
unfortunate lovers. 

He then laid the foundation iof the town of Funchal, 
which toon grew famous ; and his wife Conftantia, who 
was with him, dedicated the altar of the new wooden 

church to St. Catherine. 

On the death of John L king of Portugal, his eldefb 
ion and (ucccflbr, Duarte, in confideration of the great 
fums of money expended in peopling this ifland by 
prince Henry, his brother, gave him the revenues of 
it for life. He likewife gave the fpiritualities of it to 
the order of Chrift, which endowment was afterwards, 
confirmed by Alonfo the Fifteenth. 
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SECTION III. 
CAPE DE VERD ISLANDS, 

THESE iflands owe their appellation to Cape 
Verd on the African coaft, oppofite to which 
rhey lie at the diflance of 300 miles, between 14 and 
10 deg. north lac. and 16 and 36 degJ weft long. 
They were difcovered by the Portugucfo in 1460. 
They are in number about twenty, of which the fol- 
lowing are the principal, viz. 



May, or Mayo 

San Jago, or St, James's 

Sal, or Salt 

Bona Vifta, or Good Sight 
St. Philip's, otherwife called 
Fuego, 01 Mc of Fire 



St. John, or San Juan 

St. Nicholas 

St. Vincent 

St. Anthony 

St. Lucia 

Brava. 



The climate of thefc iflands is exceeding hot, and 
m fomcof them unwholefome. The foil differs with 
the climarc i for though feveral of them are very ftony 
and barren, yet the principal part are fertile, and pro- 
duce vaiious forts of grain and fruits, particularly rice, 
maize, or Indian wheat, bananas, lemons, oranges, 
utrons, pomegranates, cocoa-nuts, fio S and melons, 
incy have alio caUvances, a fort of pulfc like French 
H'ans, and great quantities of pumpkins, which form 
the common food of the inhabitants. 

I hdc iflands produce two other kinds of fruit of a 
m^arkablc nature, viz. the cuftnrd apple and the pa- 

1 lc '"liner of thefc is as laige ai a pomegra- 

ifn n ,. much of rame colour. The outlide 

milk, (hell or rind, is in fubftancc and thicknrfs bc- 
un the flull of a pomegranate and the peal of a 
th™ a °? n S*' than the former, yet more brittle 

wanthe latter. The coat, or rind, is alio icmarknble 

*W the infidc of the fruit lu kXl of a white lbfc pulp, 

No. 39 r 1 



in its form, colour, and tafte, greatly refembles 
ird, from whence it received its name, which was 



which 

a cuftard, 

probably firfl: given it by the Europeans. It has in 
the middle a few fmall black flones, but no core, for 
the whole of it is- entire pulp. The tree that bears 
this fruit is about the fize ot a quirice-tree, and has 
long (lender branches that fpread a confiderable way 
from the trunk. The fruit grows at the extremity of 
thefe branches, upon a ftalk about nine or ten inches 
long. It is to be obferved, that only fome of thefe 
branches bear fruit, for though thefe trees are large, 
yet in general each tree does not produce above 10 or 
30 apples. 

The papah is a fruit about the fize of a mu Ik- melon 
and refembles it in fhape and colour both within and 
without: only in the middle, inflead of flat kernels,, 
which the melons have, thefe have a quantity of fmall 
blackifli feeds, about the fize of peeper-corns, the 
tafte of which is much the fame as that fpice. The 
fruit itfelf, when ripe, is fweet, foft and lufcious. 

The Cape de Verd Iflands alfo abound with feveral 
forts of poultry, particularly curlews, Guinea hens and 
flamingos, the latter of which are very numerous. The 
flamingo is a large bird, much like a. heron in fhape, 
but bigger and of a reddifh colour. They go in flocks,, 
but are fo fhy that it is very difficult to catch them. 
They build their nefts in fhallow ponds, where there is 
much mud, which they fcrape together, making little 
hillocks like fmall iflands, that appear about a foot and 
a half above the furface of the water. They make the 
foundations of thefe hillocks broad, bringing them up 
taper to the top, where they leave a fmall hollow pit to 
lay -their eggs in. They never lay more than two eggs 
and feldom lefs. The young ones cannot fly till they 
are almoft full grown j but they run with prodigious 
fwiftnefs. Their flefh is lean and of a dingy colour, 
but it neither taftes filhy, or any way unpleafant. Their 
tongues are broad and long, having a large lump of 
fat at the root which is delicious in its tafte, and fo 
greatly admired that a dim of them will produce a con- 
fiderable fum of money. 

They have alfo feveral other forts of fowls, as pi# 
geons, turtle-doves, &c. 

. There are many wild animals in thefe iflands, par- 
ticularly lions, tygers, and camels, the latter of which 
are remarkably large. There are alfo great numbers 
of monkies, baboon$> and civit cats, and mod of the 
iflands abound with various reptiles. The tame ant'- 
mals are horfes, aflfcs, Iheep, mules, cows, goats and 
hogs ; and here the European fhips bound for the Eaft 
Indies ufually flop to take in frcfli water and provi- 
fions, with which they are fupplied. in great abundance. 

The fea is plentifully ftocked with fifh of various 
forts j and there is fuch plenty of turtle here, that fe- 
veral foreign fhips come yearly to catch them. In the 
wet fea fun the turtles go afhorc to lay their eggs in the 
fand, which they leave to be hatched by the heat of the 
fun, 'J 'he inhabitants go out in the night, and catch 
the turtles by turning them on their backs with poles: 
for they are fo large that they cannot do it with their 
hands. The flefh of the turtles, well cured, is as great 

a fupply to the American plantations as cod-fifli is to 
Europe. 

The Europeans fettled in thefe iflands profefs the 
Roman Catholic religion. The native* are all negroea, 
and being fubject to the Portugucle, have their religion 
anil language. Both men and women arc flout, lufty, 
aud well limbed \ and they are in general of a civil and 
quicL difpofition. Their drefs, pajticularly of thofeof 
the ifland of St. John) is very trifling, confining only 
of a piece of cotton cloth wound round the waifl. The 
women fometimcs throw it over their heads, and the 
men acrofs the fliouklers. Neither fex wear fhoes or 
flocking*, except on certain feflivaU. The men are 
particularly fond of wearing breeches, if they can get 
tnem \ and are very happy, be they ever fo ragged, fo 

that they have but a waiflcoat and a flap before. 
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Having thus taken notice of the general matters re- 
lative to the ifiands, we fhall nowdefcribe the refpeftive 
particulars belonging to each, beginning with 

MAY, or MAYO, 

IS fituated in 15 deg. north latitude, and 11 deg. weft 
longitude. It is about feven leagues in circumfe- 
rence, of a roundifh form, and has feveral fmall rocky 
points that (hoot out from it into thefea. On the ifiand 
are two hills of a conftderable height, one of which is 
flat at the top; but the other terminates with a point, 
and is very dangerous to afcend. The reft of the i (land 
is for the molt part level, and a tolerable height from 
the fea. The foil is in general very dry and barren, 
owing to the want of water. There is but one fmall 
fpring in the whole ifiand, which is fituated about the 
center of it, and from whence proceeds a flxeam of 
water that runs through a valley between the hills. 

There are but few trees here, and thofc chiefly within 
the ifiand. Near the fea are lbme flirubs, which pro- 
duce a fort of filky cotton : they are about four feet 
high; and the cotton grows in cods as large as an 
apple, but of a long fliape, which, when ripe, open at 
one end, parting leifurely into four quarters. This 
cotton is of very little value, and is therefore ufed only 
for the fluffing of pillows, or other purpofes equally 
trifling. Near the fhore are alfo fome bufhes of the 
right cotton lhrub ; but the greateft quantity of them are 
planted in the middle of the ifiand, and are carefully 
attended to by the inhabitants, cotton cloth being their 
chief manufacture. 

This ifiand abounds in fait, for which the Englilh 
trade with the inhabitants. The fait is made by the 
heat of the fun from the fea water, which, at fpring 
tides, is received into a fort of a pan formed by a fand 
bank, which runs along the coaft for two or three miles. 
The fait cofls only a fmall gratuity for raking it toge- 
ther, wheeling out of the pond, and carrying it on afTes 
to the boats. The Negro governor, however, who is 
deputed by the Portuguefe governor, expects a fmall 
prefent from every commander that loads with that 
commodity. 

St. JAGO, or St. JAMES's ISLAND, 



JS one of the bell inhabited of all the Cape de Verd 
lflands. The capital town, called after its name, is 
fituated in 15 deg. north latitude. It (lands againft the 
fides of two mountains, between which there is a deep 
valley aco yards wide, that runs within a quarter of a 
mile of the fea. In that part of the valley next the fea 
is a ftraggling ftreet, with houfes on each fide, and a 
rivulet of water in the bottom, which empties itfelf into 
a fine fmall cove or fandy bay, where the lea is generally 
very fmooth, fo that (hips ride there with great fafety. 
Near the landing-place from this bay is a fmall fort, 
where a guard is conllantly kept} and near it is a battery 
mounted with a few fmall cannon. The town contains 
nbout 300 houfes, all built of rough ftonc \ and it has 
one fmall church and a convent. 

The inhabitants arc, in general, very poor, having 
but little trade. Their chief manufacture is (Iripcd 
cotton cloth, which the Portuguefe fhips purchafe of 
them in their way to Brazil, in return for which they 
fupply them with feveral European commodities. 

Captain Cook vifited this ifiand on his fecond voyage, 
in the account of which he fays, " Port Praya [where 
they anchored] is a fmall bay, fituated about the middle 
of the fouth- fide of the Ifland of St. Jago. The water 
is tolerable, but fearce, and bad getting off, on account 
of a great fur foil the beach. The refreshments to be 
pot here are bullocks, hogs, goats, fheep, poultry, and 
fruits. The p/rats are of the antelope kind, fo extraor- 
dinarily lean, that hardly any thing can eqtial them j 
unci the I Hillocks, hog*, and fliccp, arc not much better. 
Hiilloi ks mull be pure haled with money \ the price is 
12. Spanilh dollar* a head, wdghing between a 50 and 
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300 pounds. Other articles may be got from the „ 
tives in exchange for old cloaths, & c% The f i c 
bullocks is confined to a company of mercha 
whom this privilege is granted, and who keep an Li! 
refiding on the fpot. ' r *8 Cnc 

The town of Praya is but fmall, and does not con. 
tain any remarkable building except a fort, Htuated on 
the top of a hill, which commands the haibour 
The natives of this town and St. Jago are in 
ral, black, or at leaf* of a mixed colour, except^" 
few of the better fort that refide in the latter, arm™ 0 
whom are the governor, the bifiiop, and fome of ^ 
padres or priefts. c 

The people in general are naturally of a thieviih 
difpofuion, fo that flxangers, when they deal with thm 

(hou 1 ' 4 k ~ — — c — :r-i " * fl em, 

they 
Jag 

orderly, though generally very poor, having but Httk 
trade. 

SAL, or. SALT ISLAND, 

RECEIVED its name from the great quantity of fait 
naturally produced here from fea-water. It is the 
windermoflof all the Cape de Verd Ifiands, and lies in 
17 deg. north latitude, and 5 deg. 18 min. weft longi- 
tude, from the Cape. It is moftly low land, having 
only five hills, and ftretches, from north to fouth, about 
eight or nine leagues, but its breadth does not exceed 
one league and a half. 

This ifiand is barren, and almoft uninhabited, there 
being only a few people that live in wretched huts near 
the lea-fide, whofe bufinefs is to gather the fait for thofe 
fhips that occafionally call here for that article. It 
was formerly well (locked with goats, cows, and aflTes, 
but now there are only a few of the former, which is 
the principal food of its miferable inhabitants. 

Captain Roberts, who landed in this ifiand, relates 
the following ftory, which, he fays, he was told by one 
of the blacks that then refide'd here. " About the year 
}1°5> (fays he,) not long before I went afhorc, the 
ifland was entirely deferted, for want of rain, by all its 
inhabitants, except one old man that refolved to die on 
it, which he did the fame year. The drought had been 
fo extreme for fome time, that mod of the cows and 
goats died for want of fuftenance ; but rain falling they 
increafed apace till about three years afterwards, when 
they were reduced by an odd accident. A French (hip 
coming to filh for turtle, by ftrefs of weather, or fome 
other means, left 30 blacks behind her, which flic had 
brought from St. Antonio to carry on the fifhing. 
Theie people, finding nothing elfe, ted mofily on wild 
goats, till they had deflroyed them all but two, one 
male, and the other female : thefe were then on the 
ifiand, and kept generally upon one mountain. Alhoit 
time after an Englifh fiiip, bound for the I (land ot St. 
Mayo, perceiving the fmoke of feveral fires, fent their 
boat on lhore, thinking they might be fome (hip's* com- 
pany wrecked on the ifiand, put in there : when they 
underflood the fituation of the people, they commi It- 
rated their cafe, took them all in, and let them on their 
own ifiand." 

On the fouth-weft fide of the ifiand is a fmall port, 
near which there is a trifling ifland, with a land-bank, 
in a kind of bay : and a little farther to the fouthwanl is 
a fafe road for fhips. 

On the fhore of this ifiand arc found great quant 1 me 
of turtle, fome of which are exceeding large. 'I her 
is alfo abundance of land crabs j and the lea abounds 
with various kinds of filh. 

BONA VISTA, or GOOD SIGHT, 

TS fituated in 16 deg. 10 min. north lat. and J ^ 
14 min. weft long, from the Cape, and fo called on 
account of its being the firft of thefe ifiands that ti t 
Portuguefe difcovcrcd. Its length is not ccrujmy 

2 ' 
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known, but it is fuppofed to b* about 60 miles in cir- 
Zercnce On the north coaft of this ifland is a 
1 "j c of white rocks, and the eaftern coaft is bounded 
hv fandy downs i . but, within land, the country is in 
eral* very mountainous. On the fouth-weft fide of 
>Ts a good road and harbour, where mips may anchor 
in c to 16 fathom water, on a fandy bottom. 

This ifland produces great quantities of indigo, and 
more cotton than all the Cape de Verd Iflands befides j 
Ten it is a difficult matter to get a fupply of it : for 
the men are fo indolent that they will not gather the 
ton t jjj a jhip is arrived to purchafe it : nor will the 
women fpin it till abfolute neceffity obliges them. 

The natives of this ifland are particularly fond of the 
Enelifh, whom they greatly endeavour to imitate ; and 
the men generally drefs after the European fafhion. 
When opportunity offers they buy clothes of the Englifh, 
and thefe they greatly prefer to their own, though made 
as near as poffible after the fame fafhion. 

St PHILIP, otherwife called FUEGO, or the 

ISLE of FIRE, 

IS remarkable for a volcano, which continually emits 
fulphurous exhalations, and fometimes the eruptions 
are fo violent that the adjacent pans are, in a manner, 
covered with pumice ftones. 

The wind blows very ftrong round this ifland, and 
theihore being on a flant, the water is very deep; fo 
that no ground is to be found with the lines, except 

iuft next the caftle. 

This ifland is very deficient of water, there not be- 
ing a fingle running brook throughout it notwithftand- 
in<* which it is tolerably fertile, and produces great 
quantities of pompions, water-melons, fe (boons and 
maize, but no bananas or plantains, and fcarce any fruit 
trees, except wild figs : in fome of their gardens, how- 
ever, they have guava trees, oranges, lemons and 
limes. They have likewife fome good vineyards; but 
they make no more wine than what will juft ferve for 
their own consumption. 

The principal inhabitants of the ifland are negroes, 
there not being above one white to an hundred blacks. 

They are all Roman Catholics, though fome of them 
intermix with that religion many pagan fuperftitions. 

They make cotton cloths for their own ufe, and 
breed great numbers of mules, which they fell to other 
nations. 

When the Portuguefe firft went to people this ifland 
they took with them negro flaves, and a ltock of cows, 
horfes, afTes and hogs ; but the king himfelf furnifhed 
the place with goats, which ran wild in the mountains. 
There are many of the latter animals here at the pre- 
fent time, and the profits arifing from their (kins are 
referved to the crown of Portugal. The perfon who 
has the management of this revenue is called captain 
of the mountains, nor dare any perfon kill one of them 
without his licence. 



St. JOHN, or SAN JUAN. 

THE ifland of St. Joh n is fituated in 15 deg. 45 
min. north lat. and 7 deg. 2 min. weft long, from 
Upe de Verd. The land of this ifland is very high, 
the hills rifing pyramidically one above the other. It 
abounds in pompions, water-melons, potatoes, bananas, 
niaiJte, felhoons, cows, horfes, afTes, hogs, &c. Hunt- 
ing, or killing of goats are privileges belonging peculi- 
arly 10 the governor only, and none are permitted to 
hunting dogs except the governor * thefe pre- 
cautions having bit en taken in order to preferve the 
biecd. When the governor is difpofed to make a 
Jumt, all the hunters and hunting dogs are aflembicd > 
•nil, after the chace, being again met together, the go- 
vernor parts fome of the venifon among them as he 
piealefl, end, M g home the reft in order to diftribute it 

among the old, infirm and neceffitous. 



Salt-petre abounds here more than in any of the other 
of the Cape de Verd Iflands. 

The feas about St. John abound with filh, and the 
principal employment amongft the natives is fiftiingj 
hence they mifs no opportunities of wrecks, or, when 
(hips touch here, to procure all the bits of iron they 
can. Moft of the fifti here have remarkable large 
fharp teeth $ and the baits ufed are generally crabs and 

infecls. 

The natives ufu ally go and get a quantity of fait early 
in the morning ; fifli the greateft part of the day ; dry, 
fpiit, and fait their fifh in the evening ; and, having 
heaped them up, let them lie in the fait all night. . On 
the enfuing morning they fpread them out to dry in the 
fun, and then they arc fit to ufe whenever wanted. 
The baleas, a fort of whale gr ampus, is very common 
near this ifland; and fome affirm that the ambergris is 
the fperm of this creature. A great quantity of amber- 
gris was formerly found about this ifland, but it is lefs 
plentiful at prefent. Capt. Roberts fays, that Come 
years before he was there, Juan Carneira, a Portugnefe, 
who was banilhed from Lifbon for fome crime, having 
procured a little (loop or fhallop, traded among thefe 
iflands ; meeting, at length, with a piece of ambergris 
of an uncommon bignefs, he not only procured his li- 
berty, and leave to return before the term of his exile 
was expired, but had fufficient left, after defraying all 
charges, to put himfelf into an eligible way of living % 
and a rock near to which he found the ambergris, is 
called by his name to this day. 

The natives are quite black, and the moft innocent 
and harmlefs, as well as ignorant and fuperftitious, of 
any of the inhabitants of the Cape de Verd Iflands. 
They are humble, charitable, humane, and hofpitablej 
pay a particular refpedl to their equals, reverence their 
elders, dutiful to their parents, and fubmiflive to their 
fuperiors. 



St. NICHOLAS. 
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HE Ifland of St. Nicholas is the largeft of all the 
Cape de Verd Iflands, St. Jago excepted. The 
land is high, and rifes like a fugar-loaf ; but the fummit 
of the moft elevated part is flat. The coaft of this ifland 
is entirely clear from rocks and fhoals. The Bay of 
Paraghifi is very fafe, but the other roads are infecure 
till the trade winds are fettled. There is a valley in this 
ifland which has a fine fpring of water in it ; and many 
perfons employ themfelves in fupplying different parts 
with that ulcful fluid, with which they load afTes, and 
carry it a confiderable way at a cheap rate. Water may 
likewife be obtained by digging a well in almoft any 
part of the ifland. 

The only place worthy of notice is the town of Sr. 
Nicholas, which is clofe built and populous but all 
the houfes, and even the church, are covered with 
thatch. The celebrated pirate Avery, having once re- 
ceived fome offence from the inhabitants, burnt this 
town ; but it was afterwards rebuilt, much in the fame 
manner, and to the fame extent. 

The inhabitants of St. Nicholas are nearly black, 
with frizzled hair. They fpeak the Portuguefe lan- 
guage tolerable well, but are thievifh and blood- thirfty. 
The women here are more ingenious, and better houfc- 
wives, than in any other of the Cape dc Verd Iflands. 
Moft families have horfes, hogs, and poultry; and 
many of the people of St. Nicholas undtrlland the art 
of boat-building, in which the inhabitants of the other 
iflands are deficient. They likewife make good cloths, 
and even cloaths, being tolerable taylors, manufacture 
cotton quihs, knit cotton ftockings, tan , leather, and 
make good Jhoes. 

St. Nicholas abounds in oranges, lemons, plantains, 
bananas, pompions, mufk and water melons, fugar- 
caneg, vines, gum-dragon, fefhoons, maize, 6lc. i hc 
people are ftrong Roman Catholics, but trn ir difpofl- 
tioniarc fo oblhnate, that their pricfts have enough t* 
duto- rule them. 

St. 
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St. V I N C*E N T. 

f-ic fiv?» Ir-Acmes in length. 



OT. Vincent is five leagues in length. On the north- 
weft fide of it there is a bay, a league and a half 
broad at the entrance, furrounded with high mountains, 
and ftretching to the middle of the ifland. This bay is 
flickered from the wefterly and north-wefterly winds by 
the high mountains of the ifle of St. Vincent ; fo that 
it is the fifelt harbour of any in all thefe iilands : and 
it is of difficult accefs, becaufe of the furious winds 
that blow- with the utmoft impetuofity from the moun- 
tains along the coalt. There are fcveral other fmall 
bays on the fouth-fide of the ifland, where fhips. may 
anchor, and thithei the Portuguefe generally go to load 
hides. There is alfo frefh water in a valley, which is 
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cento fpout out of the ground when they dig a little. 
Thefouth-eaft fide of this ifland is a fandy rtiore ; but 
there is not a drop of water on the hills, or in the deep 
valJies. 

Sr. ANTHONY. 



OT. Anthony is the molt northerly of all the Cape de 
Verd Iflands, and lies under the 18th- degree of 
north latitude, feven miles from St. Vincent, with a 
channel between them, which runs from the founh-weft 
to the north- eafh There are two high mountains in 
this ifland, one of which is nearly as high as the Peak 
of Teneriffe, and feems always enveloped in clouds. 
The inhabitants are about 500 in number ; and, on the 
north weft fide of the ifland, there is a little village 
Con filling of about 20 houfes or cottages, and inhabited 
by near fifty families of negroes and white people, who 
are all wretchedly poor, and (peak the Portuguefe lan- 
guage. On the north fide there is a road for /hipping, 
ami a collection of water in a plain ly ing between high 
mountains, the water running from all fides in the rainy 
feafon j but the people are greatly diftrefiTed for water 
in the dry leulbn. The principal people here are a go- 
vernor, a captain, a pneft, and a fchool-mafter. 

St. LUCIA 

JS about eight or nine leagues long. On the foiuh- 
eaft end of it are two fmall ifles, very near each other. 
On the eaft-fouth-eaft fide is the harbour, wnere the 
Ihorc is of white land. Here lies a fmall ifland, round 
which there is a very good bottom for anchoring. 
There is alfo a very good road over againft the ifland of 
St. Vincent, where mips may anchor in twenty fathom 
water, 

B R A V A. 

JJRAVA, of the Savage or Defart Ifland, is about four 
leagues to the foutli-weft of Puego. There are two 
or three fmall iflands to the north of" it. On the weft 
fide of it there is a very commodious road for fuch /hips 
as want to get water. The heft harbour lies on the 
fovnh-caft fide of the ifland, where fhips may anchor 
next to the rtiore in fifteen fathoms water. There is an 
hermitage and a hamlet juft-above the harbour. 




SECTION IV. 
The ISLAND of St. II K L V. N A. 

HIS ifland is fi mated in in* deg. fouth lar. and 6 

ttrg- 35 min. wed longitude. Ir feemi adtniiably 

ted for the recreation of fear n en in their Ion*; paflj- 
gcsthiougli the louthern feab. The failing into the 
port is truly romantic. St. Helena is fnu.ufd in 
the ferencfl climate, and is delightfully temperate. 
The furface is a good mould, and would produce all 
kinds of grain, was it not infefled by mice and rats, 
which 1 devour it as foon as fown. The inhabitants, 
thetcfore, are obliged to cat yams inflcud of bread fome 



part of the year, their meal and corn bein* l 
annually in the ftorfcfhips from England ri ou ^ t 
alfo a tolerable good Ripply of rice which 7 l J av * 
India company's fhips bring from Bengal V 1 
miiy has two houfes, their town habitation ' hJ?** 7 fa " 
James's Valley, where they inftantly repair on 5 ." St " 
rival of a fliip, to regale the feafaririg people w j'T 
produce of their farms. Every houte 13 f et \ thc 
lodgings, which are very dear. Their profits mU? 
great, particularly when it is confidered thev rJf n 
their own flock, enjoy it with their lodrrers Ja , 
them likewife pay mgft extavagantly dear fo, * C 
This ifland is fa id to have been firft difcov^ 1 
fettled by the Portuguefe on the fcfti vtl^Sf u? ^ 
prefs Helena, mother of the emperor Conftantine Tr 
which reafon the Portuguefe gave it her name wl ' I 
it frill bears. But it being afterwards deferted bv d 
it lay waflre till the Dutch, finding it convenient tn r 
lieve their Eaft India fliips fettled it again. But d£ 
afterwards rehnquifhed it for a more convenient nl 
which is the Cape of Good Hope. The Emdifh* wf 
India Company then fettled their fervants then- an 
began to fortify it ; but being yet weak, the Dutch 
about the year 1672, came hither, re- took it ar j 
kept it m their poffeflion. This news being reported 
in England, an officer was fent to take it again who 
by the advice and conduce of one that had formerly 
lived there, landed a party of armed men in the nipht 
in a lmall cove, unknown to the Dutch then in garri- 
fon, and climbing the rocks got up into the ifland, and 
fo came in the morning to the hills hanging over the 
fort, which ftands by the fea in a valley. From thence 
firing into the fort they foon made them furrender. 
This ifland has continued ever fince in the hands of 
the Englifh Eaft India Company, and has been steady 
ftrengthened both with men and guns, fo that It this 
day it is fecure enough from the invafion of anenemv. 
The common landing- place is a fmall bay, like a hall- 
moon, fcarce 500 paces wide between the two points. 
Clofe by the'feafide are good guns planted at equal di- 
ftances lying along from one end of the bay to the 
other 5 befides a fmall fort a little farther in from the 
fea, near the midfr of the bay; all which makes die 
bay fo ftrong, that it is importable to force it. The 
fmall cove, where the Englifh officer landed his men 
when he took the ifland from the Dutch, is fcarce lit 
for a boat to land at, and yet that is now alfo ftrongly 
fortified. 

There is a fmall Englifh town within the great biy, 
ftanding in a little valley, between two high mountains. 
There may be about twenty or thirty fmall houfes 
whofe walls are built with rough (tones. The infitie 
furniture is very mean. The governor has a decent 
houfe by the forr, where he, commonly lives, having a 
few foldiers to attend him, and to guard the forr. But 
moft of the houfes in the town {rand empty, excepting 
when fhips arrive; as ^the owners of thofe hor/es have 
all plantations farther in the ifland, where they con- 
ftantly employ themfelves. But when (hips anive thry 
all flotk to tho tcrwn, where they live all the time that 
fliips lie here; for then is their fair or market to buy 
fuch neceffaries as they want, and to fell oil" the pro- 
ductions of their plantations. 

Their plantations afford potatoes, yams, and Ionic 
plantain and bananas. Their flock confilts chiefly of 
hogs, (hillocks, cocks and liens, ducks, j-rclc and 
turkies, of which they have great plenty, and fell them 
at their own prices to the Jailors, taking in exchange 
fliirrs, drawers, or any I i«jht clothes, pierci of callico, 
fdks, ormuflins: arrae, fupar and lime juice, arc alio 
much eftremed and coveted l>y them. t . 

There is great plenty of maekarel here, which af- 
fords elegant rcpafts to the failors. 

The Company's affairs here are managed by a i»o- 
vernor, deputy-governor, and ftnrehoufc -ke< per, who 
have ftanding ialaries allowed them, heiides a \w bur 
table well furniflicd, to which all roniinantieis, maj Jj rt 

of fliips, and eminent paflengers arc welcome, 

* w natives 
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rives fometimes call the refult of their confutations 
fevt-.rc impofitions : 

be had from the company in England, yet, a gentle- 
man obferves, chat the unavoidable delays in returning 
a redn-fs at that diftance, does fometimes put the ad- 
j rc flers under a hardfhipj and thinks, that were not 
the lituation of this ifland very ferviceable to our Eaft 
India (hips homeward bound, the conftant trouble and 
cxpence would induce the company to abandon the 
jfiar.d j for though it is furnifhed with the convenien- 
ciei' of life, yet it has few commodities of any profit to 
merchants. 

In Chapel- Valley was James's Fort, of io fmall guns, 
which was demoiifhed, and a much larger erected in 
its flcad. There- was alio a platform of 29 guns, and 
three at the landing place. Banks's platform had fix 
aims Rupert's platform 17, and in Lemon Valley, 
wheie the Dutch formerly landed, was a platform of 
fix more, all which have received confiderable addi- 
tions. There is no landing to the windward, and all 
the creeks and bays are fecured. There are alio alarm 
guns on the hills. 

The chief grain of the ifland is kidney beans, which 
are from 8 to 1 2s. a bufhel. A fmall ox is fold for 61. 
and tin kies for a dollar a-piece. The common people 
fubfift chiefly on potatoes, yams, plantains, pulfe, and 
fi(h and if they can get flefli once a week, they reckon 
it good living. The company allow their foldiers fait 
provifions. 

The ifland produces here and there a drug like Ben- 
zoin, and great plenty of wild tobacco on the hills, 
which the (laves ufe to fmoke for want of the right fort. 
The inhabitants are fupplied with neceflaries twice a 
month out of the company's (lore, at fix months credit. 
The chief commodities for lale here are cherry brandy, 
mal and cyder, fpirits, beer, Madeira and Canary 
wines, and Spanifh brandy, which may be taken in at 
thofe iflands. 

The Ifland of St. Helena is thus defcribed in Captain 
Cook's account of his firft voyage. 

<c The ifland of St. Helena rifes out of the immenfe 
Atlantic Ocean, is about 1800 miles from the coafl of 
America, and nod from that of Africa. It has the 
appearance of a huge mountain, the foundation of which 
is probably at the center of the globe. It had former- 
ly volcanoes in fcveral parts of it, as is evident from the 
appearance of the earth and (tones in many places ; and 
it looks like a clufter of rocks, bounded by precipices 
of immenfe height. As a veffel fails along the coaft, 
the clifls hang over her head fo as to threaten her in- 
ftant deftrucYton, and nothing in nature can be conceived 
more awful than their appearance. 

" Clofe to the fea-fide (lands the town, which had 
formerly a church of very indifferent architecture, but 
it is now little better than a heap of ruins ; nor is the 
markct-houfe in a much better condition. Mod of the 
hoiiles are alio conftrudted in a vile tafte. 

" As this ifland is the property of the Englifli Eaft 
India Company, the inhabitants are not differed to carry 
on any trade for their own emolument, but get their 
livelihood by felling the productions of the ifland to the 
crews of the vcffels which anchor there for a Amply of 
refrelhments. 

. " I he only white inhabitants on the ifland are fub- 
jcus of the king of Great Britain. Theft- employ flaves, 
whotranfDort goods of all kinds from place to place on 
their heads. The inhumanity of our countrymen to 




m ™»ny Places the hind is not fo deep, but that 
,U( ;! ca ' napes might eafily be drawn/' 
yptam Cook, who touched at St. Helena in his ie- 

t »« «^ e> Mwdl as f,r, t> ohfcrvci concerning it, 
«»« Whoever views St. I lelena in its piefent lhur, 

and ^n C i°TV VC what ic muft h;lvc b "' n <»iginally, 
*M mil not had ily charge the inhabitants with want of 



induftry ; though, perhaps; they might apply it to more 
advantage, were more land appropriated to planting 
of corni vegetables, roots, &c. inftead of being laid 
out in pafture, which is the pre fen t mode. 

€t A new church has been built within thefe few 
years, a commodious landing place for boats has been 
made, and feveral improvements which add both 
ftrength and beauty to the place." 

SECTION V. 

ISLANDS of ASCENSION and St. MATTHEW. 

XHE I Hand of Afcenfion, lying in 7 deg. fbuth 
lat. and 13 deg. 10 min. weft longitude, was 
vered in the year 1508, by Tuftan d'Acugna, on 
his return from the Eaft Indies, who called it Afcen- 
fion, becaufe he firft perceived it on Afcenfion day. 
It is about 1 2 miles long, not above 3 broad, and near 
25 in circumference. The whole ifland is quite moun- 
tainous, and almoft barren j yet it is fometimes ufed 
by our homeward bound Eaft India fhips as a place of 
refrefhment. Great quantities of afhes and cinders are 
found upon the foil, which induces fome to imagine 
that a volcano muft have been here formerly. The 
harbour, however, is exceeding convenient; and fome 
few places on the ifland are fit for ullage. When the 
fhips touch here, their crews fometimes live upon turtle 
for a fortnight, and deem it not only pleafant, but fa- 
lutary food. The goats that run wild here are very 
lean, and indifferent eating; and the birds, of which 
there are various kinds, are fo extremely bad tafted, 
that the failors can feldom ufe them as food. 

On this ifland there is a place which fearren term the 
Pod Office, and where they leave letters. The method 
is to put them into bottles, which they clofely cork, 
when the people of the next fhip that comes take out the 
letters, and leave others in their room. 

Neither the Portuguefe, or any other nation, have 
thought proper to take, plant, or cultivate this ifland. 
It is, however, very convenient for Eaft India fhips to 
call at when they happen to overfhoot or mifs the ifland 
of St. Helena. 

The following particulars refpecting this ifland, are 
related in the account of Captain Cook's fecond voyage. 
" The ifland of Afcenfion fhews a furface compofedof 
barrren hills and vallies, on mod of which not a 
fhrub or plant is to be feen for feveral miles, but ftones 
and afhes in plenty ; an indubitable fign that the ifle, 
at fome remote time, has been altered by a volcano, 
which has thrown up vaft heaps of ftones, and even 
hills. An high mountain, at the Couth-cad end of the 
ifle, feems to be left in its original ftate, and to have 
efcaped the general definition. Its foil is a kind of 
white marl, which yet retains its vegetative qualities, 
and produces a kind of purflane, fpurg, and one or two 
grades. On thefe the goats fubiift, and it is on this 
part of the ifle where they are found, as alio land crabs, 
which are faid to be very good." 

While they lay in the road, a floop, belonging to 
Bermuda, came to anchor along- fide of them. She 
had failed but a few days before with 105 turtle on 
board, which was as many as fhe could take in ; but 
having turned feveral more on the different Candy 
beaches, they had lipped open their bellies, taken out 
the eggs, and left the carcafes to putrify 1 an act as in- 
human as injurious to thofe who came after them. 

Turtle (as Capt. Cook was informed) are to be found 
at this ifle from January to June. The method of 
catching them is to have people upon the feveral fandy 
bays, to watch their coming on Ihore to lay their eggs, 
which is always in the night, and then to turn them on 
their backs, till their be an opportunity to take them 
off the next day. It was recommended to Cant. Cook 
to fend a good many men to each beach, where they 
were to lie quiet till the turtle were afhore, and then 
rife and turn them at once. This method may be the 
beft when the turtle arc nuijuroib j but when there are 
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fevu few, three or four men arc Sufficient for the hin>eft 
be .,cf> ; and if they keep patroling it, dole to the w.tfh 
pf the lurf, during the night, by this method t bey null 
fee ail thai come afhore, and caufe Ids uoife man if 
th re wc re men- 01 Lttcm. It was by this method they 
can 'hi the molt rJ t.y pots and this is the method by 
wh.ch the American, take them. Nothing is more 
certain, than that ail .the turtle which are found about 
tins ifland, tome heie for the fole purpofe of laying 
t)i< ir ' ggb ; foi they meet with none bur females; and 
of all tiiofe that they caught, not one had any food 
worth mentioning in itsflomac h ; a fine fign that they 
mult have been a long time without any ; and this may 
be the realbn why the fkfti of them is not fo good as 
thofe caught on the coaft of New South Wales, where 
they feed. 



s° 



Sr. MATTHEW, 

called by the Porrugnefe, bi caufe they di Covered 
it on that lauit's day, lies to the north of St. Helena, 
and to the north-ea; 1 of Afcenfion, urnl^r the 2d deg. 
of ft. nth lat. It is a defart, though there is a fine rivulet 
of tr-fli ware, that runs through it. Garcias de Loaifa, 
a gentleman of Bifcay, in Spain, who commanded the 
fleet which the emperor Chai les V. caufed to be fitted 
out at the Groyne, to go and conquer the Molucca 
Iflands, I aving landed at the Ifland of St. Matthew, 
found it uncultivated, but full of large orange trees. 
He found alio fome poultry there; and on the barks of 
trees there were iofcriptions in the Portugmfe tongue, 
which proved that fome of that nation had been there 
before. 

SECTION VI. 
The ISLAND of GOREE. 



THIS ifland is fituatcd near Cape de Verd, in 14 
dt g. 43 min. north lat. and 17 deg. 20 min. weft 
longitude, being the only European fettlemtnt between 
the livers Gambia and Senegal. It forms an excellent 
road for fhipt i:i<i, and is fnrrounded by rocks, every 
where inacct ffible, except at a little creek, 120 fathoms 
bn ad, and 60 fathoms long, enclofed between two 
points of land i one of which is pretty high, and called 
the f'oi"t of the Burying-ground i the other is lower, 
anc before it lies a fand-bank, over which the fea beats 
with great fury. All round this ifland there is good an- 
choting, and particularly in the before-mentioned 
creek, between which and the land, fhips may ride in 
perfect 1 'cm icy from the moll dangerous furges. This 
ifland was yielded to the Dutch in 16 17, by the king of 
Cape Verd, and they built a ftrong fort upon the north- 
weft part of it : but that fort not being fufficient to pre- 
vent an enemy's landing in the creek, they e reeled 
another to ft cure the wai chouf< s. It was taken by the 
Englifh in 1663, and retaken by the Dutch foon after. 
The latter, howevei, did not keep it long; for the 
French conquered it in 1677 ; after which they thought 
proper to fortify it pretty ftrongly, and to maintain it 
as a place of confequence. It was, however, taken 
from them in the glorious year 1759, together with 
Fort S''iuy,al ; of both which captures we (hall give a 
circumftantial account, fince they are fo intimately 

bjlendec] together us not be related fingly without ob- 
fc tiring the whole. 

A Jeheme being firmed by Mr. Cumming, afenfible 
qnakcr, for attacking the French fcttlwments on the 
coaft of Ahica, the miuiltry determined to carry it into 
execution. 

Mr. dimming, as a private merchant, had made a 
voyage to PortcndciTtck, an adjoining |urt of the 
coaft, and contracted a perfonal acquaintance with 
Amir, the MooriJh king of I .egibelli, whom lie found 
extremely well ditpofrd towards the fubjetts of Gnat 
Britain, preferring them, on cveiy occalion, to all 

other European nations, which hail exafperated the 



ones 



French againft him ; and he declared h e ihouH 
beeafy till they were extirpated from the pl ace nc / er 
at that time he had declared war againft them 
often to Willi that the king of Great Britain !' M 
out an aimament to reduce Port Lou's and r 
which the French had e reeled to defend tl.eir frcf ^ 
on that coail, with fome fhips of loicc to pro* ft 
traders ; promifing, in fuch a cafe, to ioin h • u 
nic majeity s forces, and indulge ins fubjidfcs witl 
exclulive commeice. At his return to Endar.d Vf n 
Gumming informed the government of the g le at I* 
vantages which would accrue to the nation from fu ) 
an attempt. It was, however, uk« n very l tde n- " : 
of that time; bur, at length, all difficulties h^l 
overcome, a 1'mall fquadron was equipped f or t j 1 ; $ 
pedition, under the command of Capt. Matfh, having 
on board a body of marines, commanded by M d[ ^ 
Mafon, with a detachment of artillery, ten pi.4n V>f 
cannon, eight mortars, and a conlklerable quantity 0 f 
warlike ftores and ammunition. Capt. Walker 
pointed engineer; and Mr. Cumming wa* conuined 
as principal director and promoter of the expuli 1011 
In the beginning of March 1758, mis littl arr amnii 
failed, touched in their paiTage at the iflan.l oi 'iVpc- 
rifte, and, while the fliips were taking in the wine and 
water, Mr. Cumming proceeded in the Swan flooji t(l 
Portenderrick, charged with a letter of cred< nrc to hi, 
old friend, the king of that coum ry. I'.u. on his ai 
val, he had the morn fie t.on to rind tin . piinc en- 
gaged in a new war with a neighbouring j.afi' n, anc' a: 
that time heading his ai my a a veiy C'.n(k!ci"a.>ledif- 
tance from his capital. On«- of the chief*, li-.".cv«r 
difpauhed a m« lunger to the king, with advic of 
Mr. CummiiM s airival and dcfi^n. d 
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fame mm, that he would uie "the utmofl cxprdui.ia in 
aflemb.ing 300 warriors to join. the Englilh i. ><»ps, .idl- 
ing, uh.it hr was perfuaded the king would icjid a de- 
taehment from hi^ army to reinforce them. 

Capt. Marfh, with the reltof the armament, had !>y 
this time ai lived at Portenderrick, and, wrliout v.ait- 
ing for the Indian forces, which were not \t\ 
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they failed on the 22d of Apii', aod the n< xt Jay, ar. 
four o'clock in the afternoon, diliovcred the Ffuh 
flag Hying upon Foit Louis. Capi. Marlh, after hav- 
ing taken a Urge Dutch fhip, richly laden v*i h iy.im> } 
which lay without the bar, came to an anchor in Sene- 
gal road, at the n outh of the river, wheiehe pc-. < rived 
the enemy had polb tl f vera! aro.^l (loop* to defend d,c 
paftage of the La-, which is ex rcmeh dai.ger. \u. He 
captain, how* ver, immeiha-tly prepa-ed foi la ili^;. 
All the boats of the lleet we re employed toca.ty die 
ftoies into the J 1 nail craft, notwithftandin^ the tneiiy.'* 
veflels kept filing (;n them. As loon as evei y ,K iy& 
was ready 9 and the channel difcoveied, the lliins 
weighed anchor ; and at that inllant the wind, 
genii ally blows down the river, veering about, Cyt. 
Millar, in the London bills, fci/ed the o|»poi mint 
and palling the bar with a full fail, call anchor on 
infide, where he lay all night expofed to the whole fiu* 
of the enemy. Next moiniiig he was jo.ii.-d hy 
other fn all velTels, up.on which a rcgul u 1 n^a ;< inn.i 
enfued, and was wai mly I'unported on ho;h f • * * ' ■ • L 
lall the buftls, and one of the fm.dl vi l!« 1 , riuimn:; 
aground, immediately bulged, and wer Id^l uh 
water. This misfortune obliged the rroi.p. 1 ' 1 % '. c \ t ' " 
tained to take to their boats, and with <v^ ir (l 

they reached the fhoie, where the) formed in a U*\\* 
7 ■ Iro-N 
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and were foon after joined by flu ir i on.| anion- 
the other veflels ; fo that the whole now a.. ountiM in 

390 marines^ be fides the detachnvnt of .iriilhiy. 

peeking to be attacked by the nat.v. s, wlio hnnl 1( - 
fhore at fome di fiance, as if refdwd to opp >!« 
fcenr, they threw up an intrenchnx n , and he- .in 
difembaik the (tores, great parr of which by [mU ^ n * 
ter. While they were thus tmployr tl, die ,,r '" l |' , 
-•down in great numbers, and lol muted intjo.'. 
on the following day they weic r< n wired o\ . v 



and 



fcamcn, who palled the bar in floops, with col^uib 1 : 
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Their intention was to make an immediate attack on 
Fort Louis i but this dcfign was prevenred by the ar- 
rival o?two Fiench deputies at the intrenchment, with 
oropofals from the governor for a capitulation. A fhort 
time being pafled.in deliberations, it was agreed, That 
all the white people belonging to the French company 
at Senegal, Ihouldbe fafeiy conduced to France in an 
Eno.lifh veiled, without being deprived of their private 
effects; that all the merchandize and uncoined treafure 
fhouid be delivered up to the vigors ; that all forts, 
ftore-houfes, vcfllls, arms, provifions, and every arti- 
cle belonging to the company in that river, fhouid be 
put into the hands of the Fnglifh immediately aftn the 
capitulation fhouid be Ogncd j that the free natives 
Jiving at Fort Louis fhouid .e rain in quiet poflt-flion 
of their effects, and in the free ex* rcife of their religion; 
and that ail negroes, mullatoes, and others, who could 
prove themfelves fee, fhouid be at their option either 
to remain in the place, or remove to any other part of 
the country. ■ 

i he captains Campbell and Walker were immedi- 
ately fent up the river with a fla# of rrucr, to fee the 
articles figned and executed. Having rowed towards 
a battery on the point of the ifland, they lay upon their 
oars near an hour beating the chamade, but not the lead 
notice was taken of their approach. Being at a lofs to 
account tor this itrange conduct, they returned to their 
intrenchment, where they learned that the negroes on 
the ifland were in arms, and blocked up the French in 
Foit Louis, rcfolving to defend the place to the 1 aft 
extremity, unlefs they were included in the capitulation. 
The governor figmfied this circumftance in a letter to 
the KngliAi commander, telling him, at the fame time, 
that unlef. the French director-general mould be allow- 
ed to remain with the natives, as a furety for the per- 
fomiance of that article of tlic capitulation in which 
they were concerned, they would fufter themfelves to 
be cue in pieces lather than fubmif. 

This requcfr, however, being readily granted, the 
Lnglifli forces began tiicir naich for Fort Loui , ac- 
companied by a nu ■ ber of long-boats, in which the 
artillery and Itores had been embarked. On feeing 
the n advance the French immediately {truck their flag, 
and M.i,w Mafon took potleflfion of the cattle, where 

he found 92 pieces of cannon, with a very confiderable 

quantity of" treafure and iru rchandrze. The corporation 

and burghers of the town of Senegal readily fubmkted, 

and fwore allegiance to the king of Great Britain. The 

neighbouring princes, attended by numerous retinues, 

vifited the commander, and concluded treaties with 

the Kngliih nation ; and the king of ttortcndcri ick. or 

Le^cbelli, fent an ambafiador from liis camp to Major 

Mafon, with compliments of congratulation, and aflu- 
rances of friend fhi p. 

Having left an Knglifti garrifon at Fort Louis, and 
placul afufficient number of armed boats to fecure the 
pallkge of the bar, the large fhi pa failed to make an 
attempt on the ifland of Goree, which lies at the dis- 
tance of 30 leagues from Senegal. This expedition, 
however, for want of a fuftteient force, mifcarried. Bur 
the mimllry being fenfible that the Englifh lettlements 
on the coaft of Africa could never be fecure while the 
French kept pofleflion of this ifland, they fitted out a 
kfuadron, the command of which was given to Coin- 
n. ■ ioie ICeppel, confining of four fliips of the line, fe- 
vcral frigates, two bomb-ketches, and lb me rranfports, 
having on board 700 regular troops, commanded by 

Colonel Worge. 

On the 1 ith of November this armament failed from 
Lnik m Ireland, and, after a dangerous paflW, they 
arrived at (iorce tin latter end of Oecembei', when 
commodore immediately made a difpofition for at- 
jackuifc thr iiland. The Hat bottom boats for landing 
!, V'v ps bem 8 IvoilVetl out, and ranged alongiUlc of 
"H-difhuiutranfports, Mr. Keppel Uationed his fhips 
>n the well fide of the ifland. A lhell he filed from 
"ne oi thebonvb-kerches, which Waa the flgnal for the 
^C^emcnL to begin, the great fhips |>ourcd in their 



broadfides without inter mi flion, and their fire was re- 
turned with equal vivacity from ail the batteries of this 
ifland. At length the cannonading from the fhips be- 
came fo fevere and terrible, that the French foldiers 
fled from their quarters, in fpite of all the efforts of the 
governor, who endeavoured to keep them to their du- 
ty, which obliged hrm to ilrike his colours, and furren- 
der at difcretion ; upon which the commodore fent * 
detachment of marines on fhore, who difarmed the 
garrifon, and hoifled the Brhifh flagon the ifland of St. 
Michael. Two trading- yeflels, which happened to be 
at anchor in die road, likewife fell into the hands of the 
Englifh, with ftores, money, and merchadize, to the 
value of ao,oool. This important conqueft coft the 
victors only 100 men, killed 'and wounded. Commo- 
dore Keppel having left a garrifon at Goree, and rein- 
forced that of Senegal, returned with his fquadron to 
England. - 

Goree, however, at prefent belongs to the French. 
It was ceded to them by the treaty of peace in 1763; 
but was again taken by the Englifh in the laft war, 
and reftored to them by the peace of 1783. 

1 hough of fo much importance to the African trade, 
Goree is only a fmall ifland, extending about three 
quarters of a mile in length. It is of a triangular 
form, without wood, and has no water but what the 
inhabitants catch in ciftcrns, refervoirs, &c. 

Great quantities of gum are brought to this place and 
Senegal by the Moors and Arabs, and from hence fent 
to Europe, and other parts of the world. They bring 
it on camels, bullocks, horfes, &c. It is meafured in 
a cubical vefTel, 1 ailed by the Moors quantor> and every 
quintal pays a certain duty. Proper commuTaries put 
it into facks, and then allow it to be carried to the com- 
pany's fettlements. 

The natives of this place and Senegal are in general 
Mahometans, and they pradtde circumcifion with great 
rigour. The operation is pu formed at the age of re, 
that the youth may have luflicient ftren^th to undergo 
ir, and be tolerably wel; "mftrucled rn the -principles of 
his faith. The ceremony is never peifor ed in hot 
weath r : the laft quarter of .he moon is always cholen, 
through a notion that the opeiation is then lefs pairtftilj 
and the wound cured with more eafe. It is done in n 
beautiful meadow, furrounded by gardens, upon a ft W 
boards elevated a little from the p,tou id. The victim* 
arc led thither by their parents, lucceeding 1 ach otfhef 
according to their ranks, when the prielt performs <!ht* 
operation ; after which the youth retires fmiling, or-ae 
Icaft alfedting to fmile. »i 

1 

SECTION VII. 

1 

The Island of BUSSI, or BOISSI ; the Islam* 

of BISSEUR, or B1SSAO, &c. 

THE Ifland of Buffi, or Boifli, is about 35 leagues 
in circumference, covered with trees, and well 
watered with feveral rivulets. The inhabitants are 
treacherous, wicked, and great robbers fo that- it iki 
very dangerous to trade with them ; notwithstanding 
fome flups venture in, in order to procure oxen and 
palm-nuLs, which are the only articles they will felk 
In the ifland are two good fecure harbours; the one to> 
the north, called Old Port, and the other to the fouth, 
called New Port. 

The Ifland of BifTcur, or BifTao, is fi mated in the 
fame gulph, and is feparnted from Buffi by a canal about 
a mile broad. It is near 40 leagues in circuit, and the 
frtoiind imperceptibly rifes to the middle of the ifland, 
wh« re are teen trie tops of fevrral hills gradually fink- 
ing beneath each other, anil forming many interme- 
diate vallies, in which the waters gather and form rivu- 
lets that run into the lea. 1 he country isfiuitful, well 
eukiva ed, and abounds with tret s, particularly tine 
large oiange trees, which rl\e Portuguele and Negrors, 
whole habitations are intermixed, lake care to plant 
about their houfes. Mangoes arc found in great \ 1 v, 

cfptcially 
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efpecially about the fca-fhore. The Oniy town here is 
that of the Portuguefe, the houfcs of which furround 
the parochial church, and the convent of St. Francis ; 
but it has been eonfidcrably increafed in inhabitants by 
means- of th • fa&ory which the French have fettled 
jiear it. Befides his, there is no clufter of houfes, or 
even huts, in the whole ifland, which even merits the 
jiame of a village * notwithftanding which the ifland is 
divided into nine provinces, eight of which are govern- 
ed by officers appointed by the fovereign, and each of 
thefe takes the title of king, that they may together 
give that of emperor to their Common matter. The 
ninth province this petty emperor revenues to himfelf 

as a kind of patrimony. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are likewife called pa- 
pels, but have a language and cuftofns peculiar to 
thcmfelves. They are grofs idolaters. Their chief 
idol is a little figure they call Shinah, but it is no eafy 
matter to know what he performs. Befides this, each 
individual takes for an idol whatever the imagination 
may fuggeft. Co nfe crated trees are either deemed 
deities, or the dwellings of deities ; and to thefe they 
facri^cc bullocks, dogs, and cats, which they take 
ardcular care to fatten, and wafh clean, before they 
ill; and after having killed them, they ipill part of 
their blood round the toot of the tree, and fprinkle the 
branches of it with the reft. The victim is then cut to 
pieces, and, if a bullock, the emperor, officers, and 
people, take each a part, and carry it home in order to 
cat it, leaving their idol only rhe horns, which are hung 
up upon the tree, and there remain till they happen to 
drop down, or rot to pieces. 

At thed' ath of the emperor, the beft beloved of his 
wives, and moft ufeful of his flaves, are killed and bu- 
ried near the place where the emperor's corpfe is to be 
interrcdi that they may go with him, to ferve and di- 
vert him in the other world. The body of the emperor 
is put into a kind of coffin made of reeds, and very 
neatly wove. Then four of the ftrongeft lords carry it 
with great folemnity to the burial place, where being ar- 
rived, a very whimflcal ceremony fucceeds ; for the 
nobles amufe themfelve?, for a confiderable time, by 
toiling his majefty's coffin, body and all, into the air, 
and catching it again, without letting it fall to the 
ground. When they are pretty well tired of this fporf, 
one of the great lords extends himfelf on the ground, 
at full length, and the reft once more throw up the 
coffin, body and all, but do not, as before, attempt to 
catch it, when the royal corpfe falls on the proftrate 
lord, and almoft beats the breath out of his body. After 
having chus been overwhelmed with the royal weight, 
he is immediately acknowledged emperor. It appears 
by this ceremony that the kingdom is elective, though 
one of the royal family, either the fon, brother, or ne- 
phew, of the dcc,eafed, muft be cholen ; and you may 
he fure the pretenders to the crown do not fail to bribe 
with prefents thofe bearers of the royal bier, who may 
properly enough be ftiled electors. 

The Portuguefe have an indifferent fort upon this 
ifland, mounting aoguns. 

The Ifland of Boulam lies at the mouth of Rio 
Grande, or the Great River, which, by means of this 
ifland, divides iifelf into two branches. Boulam is fur- 
rounded with woods, beyond which the country is very 
fine, well cultivated by the Negroes of the Biflagoe 
Iflands, who come hither to low millet, rice, and other 
grain, and return home after they have reaped their 
bar veil. The ground rifes almoft imperceptibly for 
two leagues from the fea fhore, to the foot of fome 
hills, which ferve as a bafe to higher mountains, which 
Hand in the center of the ifland : yet thefe mountains 
arc neither tleep or craggy, being covered with fine 
lofty trees. Through the many vallies between thefe 
hills and mountains run feveral confiderable rivulets, 
which the Negroes aflcrt to run conftantly, even in the 
dry leafon of the year. 

The mouth of Rio Grande, or the Great River, to 

tjic Couth-call of the iflc of Boulam, is about two leagues 
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or mc urcai i%ivcr, ar e wen peopled, and covert - 7 
lofty trees of feveral forts, which i the PortuJdl * 
build barks. There is one particular tree w k. ^ 10 



particular tree wlv n r 
call micbery j it is eafily worked, and never ViihS 
with worms. It is full of an oily moifture, txceir 
bitter, which probably keeps the worms from it 
have been made of this wood in feveral parts of Euro 
Africa, and America, and it has always been founder 
equal goodnefs. Thefe trees never grow very n 
few of thcrn being above 22 feet high , but then thev 
are very thick. * c " 

The negroes here are tall,- ftrorrg, and healthy 
They live upon fhell and other fiiTi, palm-oil Jd 
palm-nuts, chufing rather to fell to the Europeans the 
millet, rice, and other produce of the earth which thev 
reap, than to keep them for their own ufe. y 

Formofa is the moft eafterly of all the BifTaeoe 
iflands, but is deferted. La Gallina (or Hen I/Jand 
thus called from the great number of hens the Portu- 
guefe found there) and Canabac are very populous and 
fruitful, and have plenty of good water. Cafagut is the 
moft confiderable of thefe iflands, being about fix 
leagues long, and two broad. Its foil is very good, 
and produces millet, rice, and all kinds of pulfe, be- 
fides orange and palm trees, and many others. This 
ifland, with thofe of Carache, Canabac, and La Gallina, 
are the only ones where the Europeans may trade with 
fome fecurity. They trade, however, fomeumesatthe 
other iflands, but they muft be extremely cauti . . s and 
yet, after all their precaution, they will be robbed and 
murdered if they venture togoaihorc. 

SECTION VIII. 

The Islands op ANNABON, St. THOMAS, 

PRINCE'S, and FERNANDO PO. 

/% NNABON was difcovered on a new year's day t 
X"V and on that account named Annabon by the Por- 
tuguefe, as that expreflion fignifies tht good, ortheww 
year. It lies to the eaft of St. Matthew, in 2 degrees 
Couth lat. and 5 deg. iomin. eaft Ion. being near 210 
miles from the coaft of Loango, and is near 30 miles 
in circumference. Here are two high mountains, 
which being continually covered with clouds, occafum 
frequent rains. Here are feveral fertile vallies, wMch 
produce plenty of bananas, potatoes, oranges, pine- 
apples, tamarinds, and cocoa-nuts - t befides which the 
ifland abounds with lemons, citrons, nuts, figs, Tmk'lh 
corn, and millet. Here are alfo oxen, cows, hogs, 
goats, fowls, pigeons, with plenty of fifh. The ifland 
likewife produces great quantities of cotton. The ro- 
vernor is a Portuguefe, who lias very few white people 
with him. All the other inhabitants are blacks, who 
are, neverthelefs, very fubmiflivc to the governoi, and 
zealoufly attached to the Roman Catholic religion. On 
the fouth-eaft of the ifland there arc two rocks, one of 
which is very low, and almoft even with the lurface ot 
the fea ; the other is much higher, and very large. On 
thefe rocks are a multitude of birds, Co tame that they 
fuflfer thcmfelves to be taken with the hand. The water 
is To deep between thefe two rocks, tli.it (hips may eafi- 
ly pafs between them. On the fame fide of the ill a nil 
there is a very good watering-place, the water running 
down from the mountains into a valley full of orange 
and other fruit trees j but it is a difficult matur in- 
come at that water, bee a ufe of the violent breaking* 0 
the lea; and the negroes have male an iiinmchincnt 



of fton 
mode th 



e there, from which they can vci y much incom- 
Lhofe who go thither for water. The mad ror 
fhipping is on the north-eaft fide of the Maml, whm. 
thcy may anchor from 7 to 16 fathoms water, on a uru y 
ground, clofe to the land, over again!* the village 

where the above-mentioned intrendiiucut is. w ^ 
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the inhabitants cannot prevent a defcent, they leave 
their houfes, which are- only of timber and fand, and 
rt . ire into the mountains. They are very well armed. 
The revenue of this ifland confifts chiefly in cotton : 
the negroes gather it, and, after they have cleaned it, 
tl y fend it into Portugal. Here are alfo fome civic 
cats in the mountains, which yet afford but little profit, 
q n( inhabitants are poorly cloathed. The women go 
bareheaded, and have alio the upper part of the body 
naked, wearing only a piece of linen wrapped round 
them, which reaches from the pit of the ftomachjuft 

below the knee. 

St. f home, or St. Thomas's Ifland, is directly under 
the equinoctial line, and about 240 miles north-weft 
from the city of Loango. The air here is fo exceedingly 
hot, that Europeans foon die, though negroes will live 
to near an 100 years of age. From its equatorial fitua- 
tion the days and nights are always equal. The only 
rainy months are March and September, when the fun 
partes vertically over the ifland ; but at other times they 
have nocturnal dews, which refrefh and fertilize the 
foil. It produces lefs fugar than .it formerly did j but 
it is extremely fruitful in wheat, wine, millet, rye, 
barley, melons, cucumbers, figs, ginger, red parf- 
nips, cabbages, turnips, lettuces, radifhes, fage, beet, 



parfley, &c. Olive, peach, and almond trees, thrive 
well in timber ; but exceflive heat and moifture prevent 
their bearing of fruit. Partridges, quails, ouzels s pa- 
rots, &c. abound here \ fo doth the [ea with excellent 
fifli, and large whales. A mountain in the center of 
the ifland has its top covered with a cloud, which moif- 
tens the trees, and greatly nourilhes them. The higher 
the fun afcends above the horizon, the more moUture 
does the cloud afford. The Portuguefe built a town 
called Pavoafan, with a harbour towards the continent. 
This town is exceeding pleafant ; and the inhabitants 
barter fugar for wine, cheefe, leather, and cloaths. 

Prince's Ifland is nearly under the equator, the lati- 
tude being only 1 deg. 30 min. It is woody and moun- 
tainous, abounding in fruit, rice, Indian corn, fugar, 
herbs, roots, &c. It alfo contains cattle, hogs, and 
goats ; but the vaft quantities of afles are both trouble- 
fome and dangerous, as they wantonly deftroy many of 
the fruits of the earth, and will attack, and tear to 
pieces, a man, if they find him Angle and unarmed. 

About 30 miles to the weft ward of the continent is 
the Ifland of Fernando Po, in 4 deg. north latitude. It 
is near 30 miles long, and 10 broad. The produce and 
inhabitants do not differ from thofe of Prince's Ifland, 
and it likewife belongs to the Portuguefe government. 
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SECTION I. 
The ISLAND of BOURBON, 

SO called in honour of the family of Bourbon, is 
fituated in 21 deg. fouth lat. and 54 deg. eaft long. 
It is of an oval form, and upwards of iod miles in cir- 
cumference. It was firft difcovered in the year 1545, 
by a Portuguefe, of the houfe of Mafcarinhas, who 
gave it the name of Mafcarin, in honour of his family, 
and (locked it with hogs and goats ; but he afterwards 
thought proper to abandon it. In the year 16 13 Capt. 
Caftleton, an Englifh naval officer, touched here in a 
fhip named the Pearl ; and from the journal of his 
voyage, written by John Tatton, mafter, we [hall 
make the following extract. 

" In 21 deg. fouth latitude they faw an ifland weft- 
fouth-wefr, and fouth-welt by weft, fiv* leagues diftant, 
being very high land. At fix o'clock at night they an- 
chored on the eaftern fide of it, a mile from the more, 
in ten fathoms, fine black fand, which you meet with 
from forty fathoms to four fathoms clofe to land. The 
boat being Pent afliore found infinite numbers of great 
land tortoifes, as big as a man could well carry, which 
were very good meat. The north-eaft point of this ifle 
is very high and deep j and a little to the fouth-eaft of 
tiie point is low land, where runs a fine water, like a 
nver, and though a boat cannot go in, yet it is a very 
Rood place to water in. At fome diftance from the 
more the ifle appears like a foreft, whence the author 
Uohnlatton) called it England's Foreft, but the 

«%^ m % ] 11 Pcarl Ifland > from the fhip. 
l.n,i r 1 . n . tl Y M uninhabited, but abounded with 
' f:[ ow . !{ ^th fmill and large doves, great parrots, 

S3™ f . *i ? ni J a hu S e bW > thc bignefi of a turkey, 
Qnr;i and J° ! h ° rt Wln 8 cd that " C »"W not fly. ;Thc 
a a r 1 l li k,n l WC , rc aU whte ' and 5 " a manner tame, 

& «i a 10 '* Thc fai,ors knocked them down with 

SJSnmTL n a Somc of thc company, wait 

fiffi^ !M' fou i nd a rivcr > ™* » Pond well 
wuwd with mallards, and wild geefc, betide* an infi- 
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nite number of great eels, as good as any in the worlds 
If ftruck with a pike, or any other thing, they would 
run not above two or three yards orT, and then lie (till 
again, fo that they might be eafiiy taken. The author 
obferving they were larger than any he had ever feen, 
weighed one, and found its quantity 25 pounds. They 
were alfo the fweeteft fifti, in his opinion, that can be 
eaten whence he concluded, it was as good a place as 
the world could afford for refrefhing ; neither was there 
any danger about the ifland but the fliore itfclf." 

This iflancf, however, never retained the names of 
England's Foreft, or Pearl Ifland, mentioned here to 
have been given it, but continued to be called by thc 
name of Mafcarin till the year 1654, when M. de Fla r 
court took poffeflion of it in thc name of the king of 
Fi ance, and gave it the name of Bourbon, which it 
flill retains, in compliment to the royal family upon thc 
French throne. He left there a few of his people and 
flaves, who, not liking their fituation, were afterwards 
brought away by an Englifh fhip. The French, how- 
ever, again formed a fettlement therein 1674, and now 
have three confiderable towns on the ifland, viz. St. 
Paul, St. Denis, and St. Sufanna i but the governor 
ufually refides at St, Denis. 

According to the lateft accounts of this ifland, it 
abounds in all kinds of refrefh ment, and the air is par- 
ticularly excellent. The French Eaft India fhips touch 
here to take in water and provifions, for the roads are 
good for [hipping ; but there is no harbour in the whole 
ifland. Here is plenty of wood and water) and thc 
face of the country is beautifully diverfified with hills 
and dales, paftures and woods, and watered by excel- 
lent fprings and rivulets. In one of the mountains 
there is a fmall volcano, which difcharges fire, and Mils 
the neighbourhood with a bituminous matter j and the 
flames arc perceived in the night time at the: diftance of 
25 leagues. 

Some of the trees here are fit for building veflcls. 
The ifle of Bourbon likewife produces the fhrub that 
bears coffee, the tamariflc, cocoa, cotton, aloe, and 
ebony tree. The black ebony here is lefs efteemed than 
the yellow > and the wild coffee, which it very plentiful, 
is exceeding good. Many of the trees and plants pro. 
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duce odoriferous gums ; and here are plenty of oranges, 
lemons, tobacco, palms, white pepper, &c. The 
ifland likewife abounds wirh black cattle, hogs, goats, 
and boars, the flefh of which is admirable on account 
of their feeding on tortoifes i many kinds of fowls, 
pigeons, tin tie-doves, parrots, 6Yc. The furroundi ng 
ka>, am 1 interceding rivers, rivulets, &c. fupply the 
inhabitants with abundance of hfh; and on the fhore 
aie found great quantities of ambergris, corals, and 
beautiful (hells. Here are no crocodiles, lhakes, muf- 
ketoes, or any of thofe vermin, or other venomous 
creatures, which are Co tioublefome in molt other parts 

of the torrid zone. 

A French writer, in fpeaking of this ifland, fays, 
*' The belt animal found lure, whether for tafte or 
wholefomencCs, is the land toitoifej and the moft agree- 
able fruit is the anana. T'liis tortoiie is of the fame 
figure with thofc* in Europe, but of a very different fize. 
They lay it lives a piodigious time, that feveral ages 
are required to bring it to its full growth, and that it 
will live feveral months without food. They have kept 
Come young ones in the ifland, which, at the end of 
twenty year?, increafed in bulk only a few inches. 

" The bat of this ifland is very Angular, and might 
be called the flying fox, fincc it very much refembles 
this animal in Cize, hair, head, ears, and even teeth. 
The female has two teats, and, under each wing, a bag 
to carry her young in. The length of the wings is 
about four feet from one extremity to the other. The 
flefh is fo good to eat, that they go a hunting for them 
with the fame eagernefs that we go a (hooting par- 
tridges. * 

" But though this ifland is Co agreeable, it does not 
come near to the beauty of the coafts of Java and Su- 
matra, which are covered with orange, cocoa, and 
other fruit trees, with a number of rivulets that water 
them : hills adorned with delightful groves, forefts for 
ever-green, villages and towns mining with all the rural 
graces, concur to render thofe coafts the moft charm- 
ing in the world." 

Vines have been fucccfsfully planted here of late 
years, and now confiderable quantities of different 
wines are annually produced. But the greateft incon- 
vrniencies here arife from the terrible hurricanes and 
ftorms, which are not only exceeding violent, but very 
frequent ; hence fhipwrecks are common, and the moft 
horrid devaluations become familiar to the eye ; Co that 
the following animated deCcription has been often realiz- 
ed on the coafts of this ifland. 

The feu grows white, and rolling was afar, 

Like herulds, firft denounce the wat'ry war. 

This feen, the captain foon began to cry, 

Strike, ftrikethc top fails, let the main-fheet fly, 

And furl your fails : the winds repel the found, 

And in the Ipeaker's mouth the fpeech is drown M ; 

Yet, of their own accord, as danger taught, 

(Each in his way,) offfcioufly they wrought. 

Some flow the oars, or flop the leaky fides 1 

Another, bolder yet, the yard beilrides, 

And folds the fails ; a fourth with labour laves 

Th' intruding feas, and waves ejeel on waves. 

In this confufion, while their works they ply, 

The winds augment the winter of the Iky. 

The cries of men are mix'd with rattling (hroudsj 

Seas da(h on feas, and clouds encounter clouds : 

At once from raft to weft, from pole to pole, 

The Corky lightnings flafh, the roaring thunders roll; 

The lathing billows make a loud report, 

And beat her fides as butt'ring-rams a fort. 

Thus Ceas impcll'd by winds, with added power, 

A (Fault the fides, and o'er the hatches tow'r 

The planks, their pitchy coverings wafiVd away, 

Now yield, and now a yawning breach diCplay * 

The reaiing waters, with a hollile tide, 

Rufh through the ruins oC her gaping fide * 

Mean time, in flier ts oC rain, the fky dcCcenda, 
And ocean, Ucll'd with water*, vipwaidg tends. 



No ftar appears to lend a friendly light ; 
Darknefs and temped mak:* a double nH-t • 
But flafh ing fires difclofe the deep by turn- 
And, while the lightnings blaze, the water bum. 
An univerfal cry reCounds aloud; 
The failors run in heaps, an artlefs crowd • 
Art fails, and courage falls; no fuccour near- 
As many waves, as many deaths appear. * 
One weeps, and yet deCpairs oC late relief } 
One cannot weep, his fears congeal his grief 
But ftupid, with dry eyes epects his fate. * * 
One with loud (hrieks laments his loft: efiate, I 
And calls thofe happy whom their fun'rals wait I 
This wretch with prayers and vows the Lord implores 
And e'en the fkies he cannot fee adoies. ' 
That other on his friends his thoughts beftows 
His careful father, and his faithful CpouCe. ' 
The cov'tous worldling, in his anxious mind 
Thinks only on the wealth he leaves behind. 
ToCs'd with the Ceas, prefs'd with the pond'rous blow 
Down finks the fliip within th' abyfs below ; ' 
Down with the vefiel fink into the main 
The many, never more to riCe again. 

A French officer, who very recently vi Cited both this 
ifland and the Ifle of France, or Mauritius, tells the 
following ftory concerning one of the pirates who ufed 
to inCeft this ifland. <c The viceroy (lays he) ofGoa 
came one day to anchor in the road of St. Dmis, and 
was to dine with the governor. He had lcuceiy let his 
foot on ihore before a pirate (hip, 0(^50 guns, ;:neWed 
along- fide his vetfel, and took her. I'hc c.:«?:ain lark- 
ed forthwith, and demanded to dine at the govi:r,ioi\. 
He Ceated himCelf at table between him and the l'ljftij. 
guefe viceroy, to the latter of whom he declared that he 
was his prisoner. Wine and good cheer having put the 
fL amen in good humour, M. Desforges, the ^uwruo.*, 
afked him at how much he rated the\icrroy's ranfoin ? 
I muft have (faid the pirate) a thoufand pia.trci." 
That's too little (laid M. De: forges) Cora brave fel- 
low like you, to have for a great Lord like him: alk 
enough, or aflc nothing." " Well, well then, I alk 
nothing, (replied the generous cor fair,) let him be free." 
The viceroy inflantly re-embarked and let fail, happ 
at having eCc aped on Cuch good terms. The piiatea 
tcrwards Cettled on the ifland, and was hawred, a con- 
Ciderable time after an amnefty had been publilhcd m 
favour of his companions, and in which he had failed 
to get himCelf included. This injufiice was the wile 
of a counfellor, or judge, who was defirous of appro- 
priating die fpoilsoi the pirate to his own life." 

The fame waiter has alfo given us the following de- 
Ccription of the \>iiginal inhabitants of thib ifland, with 
obfervations on the pit Cent ttate of them. 

" The manners of the firft inhabitants of Bourlxm 
were very fimple : the greater number of the hon e* 
were not made to Ihut a lock was a cuiiofity. Sonic 
people even put their money in a tortoiie- (hell over their 
door. They dreflcd in blue cloth, went ban. footed, 
and lived upon rice and coffee. '1 hey imported hut 
little from Europe ; content to live without luxuiy, Jo 
they lived without want. They joined to this modera- 
tion the virtues that ever attend itj good faith in com- 
merce, and generofuv in "their proceedings. As loon 
as a ft ranger appeared, the inhabitants came tu him, 
and, as a flranger, offered him their houf.s. 

" The wars in the Indies have made .t 1 h.n j\c in their 
manners. The volunteers of Bom bun ihlhiiuoilm-u 
tbemfelves by their bravery; but the manufaeUm i «»t 
Alia, and the military dillindions of France, ihrijhy 
got footing in the ifland. The children, nch« r than 
their parents, require to be treated with nioii cnnh^.ru- 
tion. They have now no enjoyment ol an unnotim 
jjood fortune, but fcek pleafuics and honouis in r.uiofM » 
in exchange fordomeltic happinefs and the quiet o 
country life. The attention of the father bring cln/ny 



fixed upon their Cons, they fend them to i'UiM'i 
whence they feldom return, hence it ik that, mi 
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v, „h rhere are more than Joo marriageaDie gins wno 

1,1 i v to die without hufbands." 
* The whites who inhabit this ifland are efti mated at 
,Jo and the blacks 6000. Their principal traffic 
£ with France, to which- place they export the various 

„„fi;rirs of the country. 

C °The chief town in this ifland is called St. Denis, and 
U the refidence of the governor and council. It is a 
rUll nlace and does not x6ntain any thing remarka- 
Me except a redoubt, built of ftone, and a draw- 
bridge. 

SECTION II. 

The ISLAND of MAURITIUS, otherwise called 

• the I*LE of FRANCE. 

THIS ifland is fituated in 18 deg. 30 min. fouth 
lat. and 56 deg. 8 min. eaft long. It was dif- 
fered by the Dutch in 1598, who called it Maurice 
Jfjand, in honour of Prince Maurice, their ftadtholder. 

Mauritius is between 3 and 400 miles eaft of Mada- 
galcar, and is about 150 miles in circumference. The 
form is oval, and, from the many high mountains, 
torrents of water rufh down with great impetuofity, and 
form various rapid rivers and riv ulets, which are foul 
near where they fall, particularly in the rainy feafon, 
but grow clearer as they turn farther from the moun- 
tains, and are as tranfparcnt as cryftal before they 
difembogue themfelves into the fea. 

Thus the pure limpid dream, when foul with ftains 
Of rufliing torrents, and defcending rains, 
Works itlclf clear, and as it runs refines, 
Till bv degrees the floating mirror mines, 
Reflects each flower that on its border grows, 
And a new heaven in its fair boibm fliows. 

This ifland contains two ports, the principal of which 
is to the fouth-eaft, where the Dutch fettlement former- 
ly was, the remains of the buildings belonging to 
which are dill leen. This port may be entered with 
cafe before the wind } but it is very difficult to get out 
of it, as the gales generally blow to the fouth-eatl. The 
other porr, named Port Lx>uis, is fituated to the north- 
weft, and is fmaller than the former ; but the town 
belonging to it is deemed the capital of the ifland, tho* 
it is fituated in the moft difagreeable part of it. This 
town, denominated the Camp, is built at the bottom of 
the port, and towards the opening of a valley. The 
valley itfelf is encircled by a chain of mountains, whofe 
fumrnits are rocky, without trees or bufhes, but cover- 
ed with a dungy herb, which makes the country appear 
black like a colliery. 

The town itfelf, called the Camp, is built with tole- 
rable regularity ; the houfes are of wood, and only one 
ftory high : they fland fcparate from each other, and 
are all lurrounded with pallifadoes. Theftreets, how- 
ever, are not paved or planted with trees ; nor are there 
any fortifications except towards the fea, where the 
place is defended by the fort called Fort Blanc, and a 
battery on the little Ifland of Tormellicrcs. 

1 he Ifle of France is watered by above fixty rivulets, 
lome of which dtlerve the name of rivers, but others 
do not contain any water in the dry feafon. The whole 
have their fources principally in the mountains. A 
traveller, who was lately on this ifland, fays, " Every 
thing here differs from what is feen in Europe; even 
Hie herbage of the country. The foil is almoft every 
where of a reddifti colour, and mixed with veins of 
>r<>n, which are frequently found near the furface, in 
*ne form of grain, the flze of a pea. In the di ier parts, 
cipetiaUy near the town, the ground is very hard; it 
re embles pipe clay ; and to make trenches of it, they 
j r f 11 w,th axes as they do lead. As foon as it rains 
"becomes loft and flicky, notwithstanding which they 
nave not yjt been able to make it into bricks." There 
"IT rcal f *nd the foil, but the ground is every where 
r °cKy, except whej-c artificial mums have been ufed to 



make it ocherwife. The rocky fubftances, in 'general* 
are of an iron grey colour, contain a great deal of iron, 
ore, and vitrify in the fire. 

* 

Productions, Vegetable and Animal, 

ON the Ifland of Mauritius is a turf which grows in 
beds near the fea fhore : it is very thick and elaf- 
tic : its leaf is very fmall, and fo (harp pointed as to 
prick peoples cloaths. The cattle will not touch this 
herb, but love to browze upon a kind of dog's-grafs, 
which grows in many parts, and puts out little hard 
branches from the joints. The beft herb, however/ is 
one that grows on the windward fide of the ifland : it 
has largifh blades, or rather leaves, and is green And 
tender all the year. 

Here is likewife a fhrub that yields a kind of fruit, 
whofe huflc might be turned to Angular advantage; a 
prickly afparagus; a mallow with fmall leaves ; athiftle 
with yellow flowers, which yield feeds that are poifon- 
ous ; a kind-of lweet-fcented lilly 5 a bad fcented giili- 
flower j and fweet-bafil, which is of a healing quality. 

The plants called raquettes, which bear yellow flow^ 
ers, are' ufed on account of their fliarp prickles, in mak- 
ing hedges. The velantier is a plant whofe odour is 
quite agreeable at a diftance, lefs fo as you approach it, 
and perfectly naufeous when you come quite near it : 
and here is a kind of bramble that bears a nur, th* 
kernel of which is bitter, but efficacious inmanydifor- 
ders of the body. 

Balm fhrubs, and a baflard kind of potatoe, arc; 
common, as is pannier grafs, which latter fcrves for 
phyfic and cloathing ; for it is ufed medicinally, and 
likewife to make thread. There are likewife many 
other fhrubs, whicli have not particular names afligned 
them. 

The Europeans feem to have been particularly atten- 
tive to the improvement of the vegetable fyftem in this 
ifland, and that in all- its varirty. By means of culture, 
it produces, in great abundance, the different articles 
which ferve either to gratify the palate or the fight. The 
inhabitants have every thing deflrable both in the kit- 
chen, fruit, and flower gardens; a confidcration that 
. muft equally conduce to health and pleafure. 

The only quadrupeds natural to this ifland are mon-, 
kies and rats. The latter are very deftru&ive to the 
corn and fruit, among which they make terrible havock. 

The birds here called corbigeaux are reckoned the 
beft game on the ifland, but they are very diflicult to 
catch. There are parrots, paroquets, two forts of tro- 
pic birds, pigeons, and black birds, which aie a kind 
of game, and much admired by the natives. 

There is a kind of amphibious crab that make bur- 
rows under ground, like moles j they run very faft, and 
when attacked will fnap their claws by way of defence. 

The moft extraordinary creature here i9 that called 
Bernard l'Hermite : it is a kind of lobfter, whofe hinder 
part is not provided with a (hell ; but it inftinttively 
lodges itfelf in empty fhells which it finds on the (hore. 
They run together in great numbers, each with its 
houle after it, which it abandons for a larger one as it 

advances in growth. 

There are great numbers of in feels in this ifland, the 

moll defl.ru6r.ive among which are the grafs- hoppers. 
Ants are alio numerous, and very troublcfome in the 
houfes, as it is a diflicult matter to fecure the provifions 
from being deftroyed by them. 

Here are likewife wafps, fpiders, various kinds of 
flies, centipedes, and lizards. Moths, or fmall butter- 
flies, fo infeft the houfes after dark, that they are oblig- 
ed to put their candles into nlafs cylinders. Thele flies 
draw into the houfes a very beautiful lizard; it is about 
five inches long, and has bright and (park ling eyes : ic 
climbs along the walls, and lives upon flies and other 
inicdls : they are not in the leaft mifchievous i but, on 
the contiary, fo tame, that if fu gar is thrown on the 
ground, they will immediately come and take it. 

The 
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The grcatefl: enemy t(* the infects is the fyider, 
fome of which have bellies as big as a nut, with large 
toaws, covered with hair. Their webs are fo ftrong, 
«hat even fmall birds are fometimes caught in them. 
They are of particular ufe in deftroying the wafps and 

centipedes. . 

There is an infect here called formicaleo, which is 
partici larly defriui&ive to the ants ; and another nam- 
ed cancrclis, of which there are three forts : the moft 
common are about the fize of a cock-chafer,- of a red- 
d'fh own > ai .other fort of them is flat, and of a grey 
enjoin. 1 he houfes are greatly peftered with them, 
cfpecially in wet weaiher ; and they are very deftrudfcive 
to furniture and books. 

T.'ie temperature of the climate is fo favourable to 
thr propagation of infects, that in a Ihort time the 
fruits would be eaten up by them, and the ifland itfelf 
become uninhabitable, but moft of the fruits of the 
meridional countries are clothed with a thick rind, and 
afterwards with a fkin, a very hard fhell, and an aro- 
matic bark, like the orange or citron ; infomuch that 
the flies can introduce their eggs into very few of them 
only. Many of th*fe noxious animals are at perpe- 
tual war wkh each other. The fopmicaleos lay fnares 
for the ant ; the green fly pierces the cancrelas * the 
lizard hunts the butterfly ; the fpiders fpread nets for 
every infe£fc that flies and the hurricane, which rages 
once a year, annihilates at once a great part both of the 
prey and of the devourers. 

As the Europeans have tranfplanted a variety of ar- 
ticles in the vegetable fyftem into this ifland, fo have 
they, by importation, propagated numbers of animals. 
Among thefe are horfcf, oxen, fheep and hogs. The 
hoifes are fmall and very de..r. The oxen are indiffe- 
rent; but the fheep and hogs exceeding good. 

They have various kinds of poultry j but the moft 
common are '.cks and fowls, the former of which 
were brought fro 1 1 Manilla, and the latter from Eu- 
rope. They have alfo a fmall fpecies of fowl from 
China, whofe flefh is exceeding delicate. 

The wild fowl are pintadoes, Chincfe pheafants, pi- 
geons, and three forts of partridges : thefe birds al- 
ways rooft on the tops of trees, to fecure themfelves i 
from being deftroyed by the rats. 

Among the fmall birds is a very beautiful one called 
the Titmoufe, which has a number of white fpots on | 
the wings. There is alfo another brought from Bengal, 
called the cardinal, whofe head, neck and belly, at a 
particular part of the year, is of a lively red, and the 
reft of the plumage of a party-coloured grey. 

The moft propagating bird in this ifland is that 
called the martin, which, in fize, colour, and aptitude 
to talk, greatly refembles the Englifh ftarling. It will 
perch upon, and peck at beafts, without fear j but its 
chief prey is the grafs-hopper, which it purfues with 
an unwearied perfeverance. They always fly in pairs, 
and conftuntly aflemble at fun-fet in very confiderablc 
flocks. Their flefh is very indifferent eating, notwith- 
standing which the fhooting them is prohibited. 

There arc two forts of birds brought from the Cape, 
one of which is c alled the gardener's friend. It is of a 
brown colour about the fize of a large fparrow, and 
lives upon worms, fnails, and fmall fcipents, which it 
not only eats when pre fled by hunger, but makes an 
ample (lore of by flicking them on the prickles of the 
hedges. The other Cape bird is much like the Englifh 
Iky- lark, and is the only inhabitant of this ifland that 
it heard to fing. They were fir (I brought here as cu- 
riofitics, but fome of them efcaped to the woods, 

where they bred fo faft, that they are now exceeding 
numerous. 

In the ponds and lakes are two forts of foreign fifli, 
one of which is the Chincfe gold-fiih: thefe thrive 
equally well as in their own climate * but as they in- 
crcafc in bulk, they lofe their beauty. The other is 
called Gourami, and was imported from Rata via. It is 
n freflVwater flfh, about the fize of a falmon i but tke 
rafle of it is far fupcrior, and it is reckoned the beft 
Gfli in India. i 
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We mall now mention an animal of a r 
nature, which M. Bufftn calls the great Mada r gU,ar 
yet as it is common not only to the ifland of m! bar ' 
car, but to the iflands of Bourbon and MauVi^ gaf * 
particularly predominates in the latter, we tU\T*' and 
here to defcribe it. But it is neceflary to ore 1 V" 0 ** 
the bats feen in Great Britain are inoffenfiK * ^ 
from their fize of injuring mankind, anff^» 
numerous to incommode them : but here th' • y 
larger race of bats that are truly formidable • Tfin ,* 
one is a dangerous enemy; but when they \ ln ? g 
flocks they become really dreadful. Des M, 
fays, that if the inhabitants of the African coaft^ 
to eat animals of the bat kind, as they do in theE^ 
Lnd.es, they would never want a fupply of proviOons 
They are fo numerous, that when they fly they obfcZ 
the fettmg fun : eany in the morning they 
flicking upon the tops of trees, and clingim* v, ' ether 
in great heaps. The Europeans often amufe fhcmid'es 
in (hooting them, and the negroes are expert in kilhno 
them : they, however, look on the bat with horror «Jd 
would not eat it if they were ft arving. ' 

This animal is about a foot long, from the tip of the 
nofc to the infertion of the tail j and its extent from 
the tip of one wing to that of the other, is about four 
feet. It has large canine teeth j that is to fay, f our 
Cutting teeth above, and four below. The nofc is 
black and fharp, the ears large and naked, and the ta- 
lons crooked, ftrong, and compreiTed fidewaya ; but it 
is without a tail. Thefe animals differ in colour, fome 
being of a bright red, others of a brown, and others 
of a dark dufky colour. It refembles the common bat 
in its internal conformation, in the form of its wines 
and the manner of its flying. When thefe creatures 
repofe, they flick themfelves upon the tops of the tall- 
eft trees, and hang with their heads downwards; but at 
other times they frequently fettle upon animals, and 
even upon man. They devour indifcriminateiy fruits, 
flefli and infects ; and are, in particular, fo exceeding 
fond of the juice of the palm-tree, that they will in- 
toxicate themfelves with it till they drop to the ground. 
At night they may be heard in the forefls, at the dU 
fiance of more than two miles, with a moft horrid din, 
but they ufually retire at the approach of day. Nothing 
is fafe from the depredations of thefe noxious creatures j 
they deftroy fowls and domeftic animals, if they are 
not properly fecured, and frequently fatten upon the 
inhabitants themfelves, attacking them in the face, and 
inflicting very terrible wounds. It is very probable, 
as M. Button obferves, that the antients took their 
idea of harpies from thefe fierce and voracious crea- 
tures, as they both feem to concur in many parts of 
the defcription, being equally cruel, deformed, greedy, 
and uncleanly. 

Perfons have been attacked by thefe creatures, and 
have fometimes pafled from a found fleep into eternity.; 
for the bat is fo dexterous a bleeder, as to infinuateits 
(harp-pointed tongue into a vein unperccived, and to 
fuck the blood till it is fatiated, at the fame time fan- 
ning with its wings, and agitating the air, which, in 
thefe hot regions, lulls the fufTerer into a Hill founder 
fleep. It is therefore dangerous to repofe in the open 
air, or to leave open any entrance to thefe noxious 
animals. 

Whales are frequently feen to the windward of thi* 
ifland ; but they are not fo large as thofe in the nor- 
thern fcas. 

Some of the fifh near this ifland are poifonous, and 
others delicate and nutritive. There is abundance of 
(hell fi(h of various kinds and qualities. 

The moft generally edeemed fifli for eating here is 
a kind of turbot, called the water-pullet, the fat ot 



f he hog 
and 



which is green, and exceeding delicious 
fifli has a head wh 
upon its back are ft 

the pricks of which arc very venomous : a nic 
ftreaked with brown ftripes, and rcfcmbling tlic wing 
of a bat, unites them, ^ 



ich greatly refembles a pike, and 
feven points as large as us hotly, 
re vcrv venomous : a membrane, 
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The paroquet-fifh is fo called from its exact refem- 
blance to the bird of that name i for it is green, hath 
a yellow head, and a kind of white crooked beak. 1 he 
fiihes of this fpecies likewife go together in numbers, 
like the birds called peroquets. 

The eels arc of the conger kind : they arc in gene- 
ral eight feet long j to the full as thick as a man's legj 
exceeding voracious ; and capable of killing any pen- 

fan they attack. 

Here are numbers of lobfters, cray-filh and crabs : 
the two former are of a fine blue colour, marbled with 
black i and the latter is principally grey. One fpecies 
luihdie eyes in two long tubes like tellefcopes, which, 
when not in ufe, are dcpofited in grooves along-fide of 

the fhell. 

Among the (hell-fifti here is one of a very fingular 
nature; for the ufual order feems to be reverfed j the 
animal is on the outfide of the fhell, the whole appear- 
ing as a lhapelefs mafs, foft and membranous, in the 
middle of which is a Jingle bone, or fhell, fmooth and 
arched. 

Thetulier, an enormous fifh of the lobfter kind, is 
common here. The fhell is fuppofed to be the largeft 
which the fea produces. 

With refpecl: to other marine productions, Mauri- 
tius or the Ifle of France, is furrounded by madre- 
pares, a kind of vegetation of ftone formed like a plant 
orfhiub. They are fo exceedingly numerous that many 
of the rocks feem formed of them only. Among the 
madrepares that adorn and diverfify the fea fhores, are 
fome exactly refeinbling cauliflowers, others cabbages, 
"whtat-fh eaves, trees, &c. Many are of the coral kind, 
and exhibit a prodigious variety of colours ; but thefe 
are, m general, fo brittle, that it is not worth while to 
fend them to Euiope. Star-wort is fometimes feen, 
and ambergris was formerly plentiful, but very little 
of it is found at prefent. 

Difpojitionsy CnJloms> Manners, £srV. of the Inhabitants. 

THE people of France, who firft fettled on this 
ifland, were fimple, induftrious, and hofpitable: 
but when its importance was known, others came hi- 
ther from France from the fame motives, and with the 
fame views, as induce Europeans in general to repair 
to foreign fettlements. The leading principle of the 
emigrators was avarice, to which they facrificed both 
humanity andjufticej and the fame principle is ftill 
predominant among thofe who may be deemed the Eu- 
ropean inhabitants of the ifland. 

The people, in general, are greedy of gain ; and 
the defire of accumulating riches continually increafes 
the population of the ifland : but was you to hear the 
difcontented voice of the people, you would conceive 
that it mud, in a very fhort time, become again unin- 
habited ; for every man declares he will go away the 
enfuingyear ; and fome of them have made this decla- 
ration for 20 or 30 years fuccefllvely ; yet they feem 
fixed to the fpot, and remain ftill to make the fame de- 
claration for years to come. 

Thefe people have no tafte for arts or literature. 
Their houfes are mere cabbins. of wood, which maybe 
eafily removed from one place to another upon rollers. 
I he windows have neither glafs or curtains i and the 

lumfes have but little furniture, and that little very 

plain. 7 

In proportion to the number of people, few here are 
mamed The people, in general, are immoderately 
onu ot dancing } and the women in the plantations fel- 
aom or eve,- conn: to town but at Eafter, to confefs, 
or when a ball is announced. 

The mode of travelling, particularly for women and 
h ff n ''V n palanquins, carried by Haves, for the 
, 5 01 th r c '<*ds, and unevennefs of the ilreets, will 
not admit of the life of wheel carriages. The women 

tLv k!' ut w* 11 . ™^ and in general handfome. 

taoahl, ,7 ?rcat v,vacit y> a™ 1 fcem to poflefs minds 
wpable of improvement. Their moft ufual drcf* is 
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muflin, trimmed with rofe-coloured taffaty. They are 
extravagantly fond of their children j yet being ignorant 
themfelves, they wholly neglect their education. 

The black inhabitants of the ifland are either In- 
dians or Negroes. The Indians are Malabars, or Ma\ 
layans, who come from Pondicherry, in order to article', • 
themfelves as fervants for a certain number of years. 
Thefe occupy a fpot called the Camp of the Blacks. Ir* 
general they work at trades, and are fober and thrifty. 
They are clad in long muflin gowns, wear a turban on 
their heads, have gold rings in their ears, and filver 
bracelets on their wrifts. Some few fervc the principal 
and richeft people as running footmen. Thefe being 
equipped with a handfonne cane, and a poignard at the 
girdle, arTedt great ftate> and deliver the moft trivial 
meflages with an air of importance. 

The Negroes, or flavtfs, are brought from Mada-« 
gafcar. Thefe are neither fo black, or fo badly fea- 
tured, as the natives of Guinea, but refemble the Eu- 
ropeans in feature, and in complexion incline to a cop- 
per colour. They are in general acTive, ingenious, 
grateful for favours, faithful when well ul>d, and have 
a quicker fenfe of an infult done to any one ihcy love, 
than of any pcrfonal injury to themfelves. After hav- 
ing been purchafed at Mada^afcar, they are landed, 
with only a rag round their loii/s, at the Ifle of France, 
where being fold, it frequently happens that hufbands, 
wives, brothers, flfters, friends, lo vers, &c. are cruel- 
ly tornafunder, and bidding each o,*hcv a long farewell, 
are driven in the greateft anguifh to t.He refpe&ive plan- 
tations for which they are bought. S^me, upon th^efc 
occafions, have been known to turn lfrantic, and do 
mifchief, which is imputed to the horrors they conceive 
at the apprehenfions of the dreadful fate to which they 
imagine they are doomed ; for it is a prevailing notioa 
with fome uibes of the M.tclagafcar Negroes, that the 
white people intend eating their flefli, making r£*d wine 
of their blood, and gunpowder of their bones: noT arff 
thefe ftrange ideas to be wondered at, confidering *he 
innumerable barbarities of the whites, which have give/* 
the blacks occafion to fugged them. 

In the plantations, every day, as foon as the dawn, 
begins to peep, a fignal of three fmacks of a horfewhip 
calls thefe unhappy wretches to work, when they toil 
through the day almoft naked, broil in the meridian 
fun's exec flive hen t, and experience' the extremities of 
hunger and third ; for their food is only maize, manioc 
root, or caffiva root, and thofe but fcantily allowed 
them; and though water may be had for nothing, yet 
their tyrannical rafk-mafters will hardly allow them 
time to refrefh themfelves therewith. 1 'he moft trivial 
offence is puniflied by a moft dreadful flagellation ; 
after which an iron collar,, with three (harp, fpikes, is 
put round the unhappy offender's neck, and he is again 
lent in that condition to purfue his labour. Yet, after 
this inhuman treatment, the poor wretch, on his return 
home in the evening, though, perhaps, ready to faint 
with the fatigues of the day, and the anguifh of mind 
and body, is not permitted to retire to reft till he haa 
repeated a prayer for the profperity of his worthy mas- 
ter, and has returned him the moft rcfpectful thanks for 
his wonderful goodnefs I a refinement upon cruelty, 
which certainly mult double the anguifh of the ftripe* 
originally given, and could be exacted by none but 
minds infernally bent. This dreadful treatment extends 
to each fex indifcriminately, the females having n* 
more mercy (hewn them than die men. 

Some years fince the French government, for the 
relief of thefe miferable wi etches, inllkuted a code of 
laws, called the Code Noire, or Black Laws j and thefe 
ftatutcs enact: that they fhall receive no more than 30 
lafties for any oflence whatever ; that they fhall have 
meat once a week, a new fhirt annually, and not to be 
obliged to labour on Sundays. Thefe regulations, 
however, have not had the proper eflccr, for the plan- 
ters have hitherto difregarded the laws of the mothrr 

country, and followed only the dictates of their own in- 
humanity. 

5 T When 
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When a Granger feems (truck with horror at thefe 
lights, the inhabitants cooly tell him, - You don 
know the blacks, Sir. They are iuch gluttons hat 
they will Aral virtual* whenever they have fn opportu- 
nity ; and are fo idle that they have not their matters 
buflnefs at heart. And the women are fo inattentive to 
their families, that they would fooncr P^ u ^Ji^' 
tionthan bring chikhe:, into the world Thefe are 
their curious aigument, in excufe for their excels of 
barbarity ; when it mult appear obvious to every think- 
ing mind, that if they (leal food, itis becaufe they are 
almoft famifhed ; if they uo not their matters bufinels, 
it is becaufe they are treated too cruelly to think kindly 
of them: and if the women are not fond of bringing 
children into the world, it is becaufe they would not 
have their offspring treated with the inhumanity they 
themfelves continually experience. 

Love is lard to be the only paflion which keeps the 
Negroes from abfolute defpaiv ; this cheers their droop- 
inspirits, and invigorates them to go through their 
daVly labour. For the obje ft of their paflion they de- 
fy! fe dangers, and laugh at difficulties. When a Negro 
is in love, he will in the evening forget the fatigues of 
the day, and with alacrity go many miles, and run 
many hazards, to conve fie but a few minutes with his 

beloved miftrefs. 

"When overwhelmed by defpair, a Negro will fome- 
times attempt to gr r back to Madagafcar in any little 
boat he can ileal, vjid run the hazard of being drowned 
rather than continue in flavery. If this expedient fails, 
he flies to the 'woods, where he fecrets himfelf in the 
mod obfeure recelTes, from whence he fometimes 
makes excursions, to gratify his revenge, and obtain 
plunder* 

Troops are frequently fent to ferret the abfeonded 
(laves frjm their lurking places; and fometimes the 
principal people form parties of pleafure, as they phrafe 
it, t'ahunt them ; when a Negro is put up like a beatt, 
an/1 hunted down, or fhot, like any wild animal ; then 
bis head is cut off, and cair'ted away in triumph, the 
unexampled trophy of the molt atrocious cruelty. 

Upon the whole, the inhabitants of this ifland are, 
in general, reprefented in a very odious light; but not- 
withftanding the depravity of the people, the place is 
deemed amoft important and improveable fpou 

SECTION III. 
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THIS is the largeft of all the African iflands, 
is fituatcd between 10 and 26 dcg. fouth lat. 
43 and 51 deg. call long, 300 miles to the eaftward of 
the continent of Africa, being upwards of 800 miles 
in length, and 250 in breadth. The fea is very rough 
between this ifland and the continent of the Cape of 
Good Hope, forming a channel or paflagc, through 
which European Hups, in their voyage to and from 
India, generally fail, unlefs prevented by llorms. 

Few iflands in the woild are more plcafant, fertile, 
and de Arable, than Madagafcar. It abounds in fugar, 
honey, vines, fruit trees, vegetables, gums, co 
cattle, and fowls j likcwife precious Hones, gold, 
ver, copper, Heel, till, &c. &c. It prefents to the 
view an agreeable variety of hills, valhes, woods, and 
open plains, watered by numerous rivers, which are 
well (tared with fifli. The air is rendered cool and 
healthy by the conitant breezes from the fea. 

There is a fountain of hot water in the ifland, 
efleemed a fovercign remedy in nervous difordcrs, and 
taken inwardly, cures alliums, and expels wind. 

The animal productions of this ifland, as well asthofe 
of the vegetable kind, are very numerous, as well as 

various. 

This ifland is divided into many provinces or difli ifts, 
inhabited by people of different complexions and reli- 
gions, fome white, fume tawny, and tome blacks (bine 
Mahometans, and Ionic Pagans. Thefe fcveral pro- 



vinces are perpetually at war with each other, not frc 
a defireof fubduing each others territories, but in or" 
der to plunder each other of their goods and cattle a d 
to make flaves of their captives. ' ncl 



Manners ', &c. 
Madagafcar. 
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THOSE of a deep tawny complexion, who inhabit 
the coafts, are defcended from the Arabs, as is 
evident from their language and religious rites: but by 
what accident, or at what period of time, they came to 
this ifland, fo re note from their own country, j s noc 
known. They are reprefented, by French writers in 
particular, as flattering, deceitful, and perfidious in 
the extreme i but otheis freak of them with moie libe- 
rality and candour. They aie tall, nimble, and have a 
proud gait. 

Wild people are found in fome parts of this ifland 
who let their hair and beards grow, go almoft naked] 
inhabit thick and unfiequented woods, avoid meeting 
their fellow natives, live* upon wild cattle, fruits, root£ 
honey, locufts, &c. 

The people of "Madagafcar have but a very fonder 
knowledge of commerce, and knowing but little of arts 
Of fclenccs, apply themfelves principally to agriculture, 
the breeding of cattle, or hunting of game. Their 
country, was it not fo greatly neglected, might be ren- 
dered extremely opulent. From the number of filk- 
worms, with proper management, filk might be nade 
a ftaple commodity ; but the views of the people ex- 
tend only to the abfolute neceflaries of life, fuch as com- 
mon provifions, mean habitations, and a little wearing 
appaiel. All may be faid to be architects, according 
to the cuftom of the country, becaufe every individual 
is capable of erecting a hut for himfelf. The different 
mechanics are fmiths, carpenters, turners, &c. There 
are alio rope- makers, and numbers of hlnermcn. The 
chief toools of the carpenters are a plane, a wedge, and 
a rule. The fifhermen ufe draw-nets, well- bj fleets, 
hooks, and harpoons ; and exchange their fifh with the 
inland inhabitants for rice, yams, roots, cotton, and 
other neceflaries. Some, however, they dry, to ferve 

asoccafion requires. 

The women alone are employed in fpinning, and 
make various forts of Huffs fion flax, as alfo threads 

from the barks of tret s. 

Agriculture is practifed with lefs trouble in Mada- 
gafcar thairin Europe, becaufe the manner is more Am- 
ple. No plough is employed in the tillage of land; 
an axe for felling the limbs of trees, a bill for lopping 
off the branches, and an implement called faugali, ;or 
grubbing the roots and weeds, are their foie inflru- 
mcnts. 'I he arms and branches of trees, when dry, 
by being burnt to afhes, greatly enrich the ground \ 
and this foil is afterwards proper for the production of 

yams, rice, Sec. 

Thefe people are much addicted to tinging and dan- 
cing : the women, in particular, are very fond of find- 
ing, and compofe verfes extempore, which, though 
not ftrictly poetical, (hews an aptitude of genius, ami 
ready turn of wit. Their fongs are either panegyrics 
on the remarkable aftions of their an cell ors and heroes, 
of an amorous turn, or of a fatirical nature, iney 
have three kinds of mufical inftrumcnts, conUructeti 111 

a manner peculiar to themfelves. . , 

The riches of the inhabitants confifl in cattle, win n 
the men look after, and in fields of rice and root., 
which the women fow. Gold and fllver lei ve only 101 
ornaments. They make paans and carpets of coit 
I of divers colours: and as they have no looms m,c " I 
flicks laid on the ground, which they raiie by tuins 
make the woof, they cannot work very fait. 

Here arc cities, towns, and villages nobles a 
flaves. The cities contain houfes, or rather s ; ' 
are furrounded with ditches fix feet deep, and as 11 . 7 
broad, with pallifadoes within on the banks ol the < 11 . 
Thcdonac (for fo they call the lord's houfc) »s J 
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wit h boards, raited about fix feet above ground, and 
vered with leaves. The other habitations are fo low 
that one cannot enter them without, (looping. The 
towns are cncompaffed only with flakes drove into the 
Lroundi and the villages have neither ..fakes or 
3 riches Four Negroes take up a hut on their fhoul- 
Hers and carry it where they pleafe. When a lord 
viHts another, the perfon vifited lends the other one of 
his wives, which the vifitor likes befl. 

Their houfehold furniture confilts only of rufh mats, 
which are either of a yellow or red colour, and are 
neatly made and fining. The floors on which they lie 
are covered with thefe mats, without bed, bolder, 
quilt, or any fort of covering, and the pillow is only a 
log of wood. Their cloaths, (ambers, girdles or fara- 
vohits, cotton, effects, and all ornaments are kept in 
bafkets; and oils for the body and hair in earthen 
pitchers. Their kitchen furniture confifts of earthen 
pots, called villangues louvies, fafes, monangees, and 
fines', wooden difhes and fpoons, dried gourds or cala- 
bafbes to hold water, knives, gridirons, mortars to 
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pound rice, troughs, and winnowing fans, with large 
vefl'els for honey wine. The leaves of dates, twelve 
feet imig and four broad, are ufcd in Mead of napkins, 
and final I portions ferve as plates. Thefe are fprcad 
upon mats on the ground, for neither tables or chairs 

are ufcd. 

The Negroes go naked, excepting their middles, 
•which they cover with a linen called Limber : and fome 
of the women ulc laravohits, or drawers, with an aezrn, 
or lung robe without Qeeves, hanging down to the an- 
cles, and a piece of linen before, fewed at both ends 
like an apron. Some of them go without any covering 
on their head or feet, except the inhabitants of Mang - 
habei, as the men in that province wear a fquare cap, 
and the women a hood, pointed at top, and hanging 
down upon the fhoulders. The drefTcs are of different 
colours and names. 

Polygamy ispractifed throughout the ifland, and the 
people in general are exceeding incontinent, which may 
be owing to the extremes that actuate either fex • the 
men having too much freedom, and the women being 
under too much reflraint. 

The Negroes here have no other marriage ceremony 
than agreeing to cohabit together .but their maftcrs 
have a ceremony in being joined, or married, to the 
head wife j but their other wives they take with as little 
form as the Negroes do theirs. 

The ceremonials practifed at funerals are as follow. 
The relations wafh and cleanfe the body of the defunct, 
and then adorn it with the moft coflly ornaments which 
the defunct wore when living. It is then wrapped up 
in a mat, in order to be earned in that manner to the 
rave. The head of a woman's corpfe is ufually ern- 
ellilhed with a kind of cap. The heads and beards of 
men of rank, when defunct, are clean (haved. Previous 
to the time of burial, the corpfe lies in ftate for fome 
days, during which time a light is continually burnt at 
its feet ; and all the relations, friends, and flaves, fre- 
quently furround the corpfe, and make the moftdifmal 
lamentations. Having tired themfelves with bewail- 
ing, the women fall a dancing, and the men have re- 
courfe to warlike exercifes. At length they all furround 
the body again, call the dead by his name, very grave- 
ly expoftul ate with him for dying, and pathetically de- 
mand whether he had not every thing that could fatisfv 
mm in this life, fuch as beautiful and faithful wives, 
dunful children, loving friends, indubious (laves, a 
lufficiency of gold, filver, iron, cattle, &c. It may 
not be improper to obferve, that this burlefque method 
ot howling over, and interrogating the dead, is not 
peculiar to the inhabitants of Madagafcar, as many 
other nations have the fame cuftom j and even in Eu- 
rope fome perfons retain thefe abfurd ceremonials at 
tnis prefent time. 

1 to th 



On the day of interment the corpfc is 
nurvmg '-place, which is named Amounoque, in a coffin 
•naucot hollow trunks of trees, cjirioufly cloftd We- 



ther, and there it is depofited fix feet deep, under a 
flxong hut, in which are left plates, difhes, apparel, 
rice, tobacco, &c. that the dead may want no neceflary 

accommodation. . 

If a perfon of diftin&ion dies atadiftarice from home, 
his body is burned upon the fpot ; but his head, having 
been previoufly cut off, is carried home, and interred 
in a proper fepulchre, with the ufual funeral rites. But 
perfons flain in war, who have been haflily buried in or 
near the field of battle, are, in times of peace, again 
dug up, and re-buried in the ufual form, provided the 
fpace from the time of interment is not lb confiderablc 
as to admit of an almoft total putrefaction. 

The inhabitants of Madagafcar hold the memory of 
their anceflors in the utmoft efteem and veneration; 
their greateft and moft folemn oaths being to fwear by 
the fouls of their predeceffors, or the virtues of their 
parents. 

When any perfon is fick, the neareft relations apply 
to the ombiafTe, or prieft, who goes by night to the 
amounoque, or fepulchre of the father, or, if the father 
is ftill living, to that of the grandfather of the afflicted 
perfon j then making a hole in the monument, he places 
a kind of cap upon the aperture, and begins his incan- 
tations with feveral grimaces, invoking the fpirit of the 
deceafed to take pity on the perfon dilbrdered, and re- 
ftore his helplefs progeny to health and vigour. 

The common diet of thefe iflanders is cow's milk, 
rice, and roots. They fometimes roaft large pieces of 
beef, with the hide on. They drink water and honey- 
wine. But they have neither bread or grape-wine. 
The honey-wine is a compofition of three parts of water 
to one of honey, which they boil together, and/kim, 
after it is reduced to three fourths. They afterwards 
put it to work in large pots of black earth made in this 
ifland. This wine has a very pleafant tartifli tafte, but 
is too lucious. The wine made of fugar-canes is ftill 
more unwholefome. 

The fmallncfs of the number of inhabitants of rhis 
ifland in proportion tq its extent may be imputed to 
the horrid cruelties exercifed on their children, in 
ftrangling them in the birth, or facrificing them to de- 
mons, at the inftance of the ombiafles orpriefts, who 
hold an uncontrouled power ever their minds. 

Like the ancient Romans, thefe people have what 
they call their lucky and unlucky times, by which their 
actions are in general governed. 

The fame language is fpoke throughout the ifland, 
though differently pronounced in different provinces. 

The inhabitants of Madagafcar are tolerably expert 
at cafting up fums. Like the Arabians and Europeans, 
they reckon from one to ten, and after ten add the 
number one, as far as twenty. 

With refpect to their weights and meafures, they life 
none higher than a drachm : for as they weigh no arti- 
cles whatever, gold and filver excepted, drachm weights 
are deemed fufficient, all other commodities being fold 
by way of barter or exchange. 

Madagafcar paper is made with fewer inftruments and 
engines than the European. The bark of the tree Avo 
is boiled two days in good lye, made of the afhes of the 
fame tree, till it becomes foft and fupple, then wafhed 
in clear water, beat to a proper confiflency, and after- 
wards poured on mats made of cxquifitely fine reeds, 
twilled and regularly joined together, in order to be 
drained, and become paper. After this it is placed on 
a leaf of ballifier, oiled with menachil, to cfry in the 
fun. Each dried leaf is afterwards dipped in a decoction 
of rice, to prevent it from remaining lpongy ; then being 
dried once more, it becomes fmooth, even, and fit for 
ufe. Their ink is extracted, by way of decoction, 
from the wood called arandranto, which is Jikewife 
made life of by the principal people for building. The 
extract being mixed with verdigris, becomes exceeding 
black. The pens are made of bamboo, and are cut to 
the fame fize, fafhioned after a fimilar manner, and 
rendered nlmoft as tranfparcnt as European quills. 

The 
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The track- of this Maul is rather of a dorneftic : «h*n 
forcian nature, as the natives have very confined ideas, 
Z t™ Z a notions of foreign traffic. Among th«n- 
ftlves they barter commodity tor commodity, as no 
[I'd, thing as currency is clUblifted *™^ f *£ 
whole iOand. Even if they obtain any gold or filver 
coin, from the Kuropeans, who fomet.me o«chJere 
they immediately melt them ^own. ,n o.de to £»vut 
tln'ir* i to car-nuts, uiaceiecs, *. *■ 

r isof Uiis nam:e\the of the ^-tton pro 

vin.es take- car, to cultivate that article, and then take 
it to the i;/ovinres which abound in rattle, rice, c*c. 
Having trucked or bane-erl commodit es the wants of 
clch a, 8 e fuppl etl; fo. thole who have plenty of pro- 
vtnon^ are h thefe means fupplied with cloathing, and 
thofewhocan eafily procure apparel in then- — 
try are furniihed with provifions, in which their own 
Evinces might be deficient. Thus the exch anpe of 
tin- p.oduce of one province for that of another is the 
whole of their domeilic, or inland trade. 

'I he foreign trade, or rather traffic, which fome of 
the inhabitants carry on *ith the European ihips that 
fomtumes touch here, con fids of exchanging frefti pro- 
virions, fapphires, rubies, emeralds, cornelians and other 
precious Hones found in the country, &c. for yellow 
wires hard wares and fmall wares of all forts, looking- 
glaffe's, beads, fire arms, coral of any fize or colour, 
pierced through for ftiinging, &c. 

Hence their riches conlift in the wares and commo- 
dities which they thus procure ; in the bills, hatchets, 
knives, lances, iron and tteel fpades, Umbers, &c. 
which they make; in the flaves they take in war, or 
ftcal in times of peace ; in the cattle which they breed; 
and in the lands which they cultivate. 

Mod of the princes or fovereigns of the different 
territories in this ifland are related to each other, and 
fo are their great lords and inferior fubje&s, by con- 
tinual intermarriages ; yet they are perpetually quar- 
relling with and waging war againft each other; pri- 
vate family difputes often occafion open ruptures, and 
the n fentment of an individual will induce fome thou- 
fands to commit hoftilities. Thefe dorneftic wars are 
purfued with more rancour and hatred than a war with 
a foreign enemy would be ; for when relations or friends 
differ, they entertain a greater implacability againft 
each other than ftrangers, when they happen to be at 
enmity. This fentiment is finely illuftrated in the fol- 
lowing lines by William Whitehead, Efa. poet laureat, 
in his ode for the new year, performed before his ma- 
jefty on the ift of January 1778. 

When rival nations, great in arms, 

Great in power, in glory great, 
Fill the world with war's alarms, 

And breathe a temporary hate, 
The hoftile ftorms but rage awhile, 

And the try'd contcft ends j 
But ah! how hard to reconcile 

The foes who once were friends. 

Each hafty word, each look unkind, 
Each diftant hint that fecms to mean 

A lomething lurking in the mind, 
Which almoft longs to lurk unfeen. 

Each ftvadow of a (hade offends 

TV cmbitter'dfoes who once were friends. 

That powV alone, who franVd the foul, 

And bade the fprings of pafTion play, 
Can all their jarring firings controul, 

And form on difcord concord's fwajr. 
*Tis he alone whofc breath of love, 
Did o'er the world of waters move, 

Whofc touch the mountains bends, 
Whofc word from darknefs call'd for ily light, 
"J' is he alone ran reunite 

The foes who once were friends. 



In war their engagements are feldom regular: the* 
chiefly depend on furprize and ambufcade, and facri 
ftce courage to ftratagem. When the prolpclk of adl 
vantage offers, they ufually affemble privately, 2 ft 
with the utinolt caution and privacy, gain the crn'my* 
frontieri by forced marches in the night, and attarfc 
them iiiddenly and unexpectedly : if fuccefs attends 
their arms, they commit the moft cruel ravages; if 
they meet with an unexpected repulle they retreat with 
the utmoft precipitation. But good or bad fuccefsmc 
equally fatal to the country ; if they are fortune they 
deftroy all before them as they advance; if unfortu- 
nate, they lay the country watte as »hey retreat. 

Sometimes the prince of a territo y gives notice to 
the lords, who are his fubjects, to affemble their forces 
feparately, and to march by different routs to a certain 
place of rendezvous, in order to come fuddenly upon, 
and attack the towns of their enemies, which they fur- 
round, and advance to with the moft dreadful lhoutsj 
and if fuccefsful, they maffacrc all they meet with in 
them, fparing neither age or fex. After this fanguU 
nary heat is over, if they meet with any other of the 
adverfe party, or overtake any fugitives, ihry make 
flaves of them* but uf.ially put to death thefe who na* 
allied to the chiefs, fearing, ii they fhoukl furvive, they 
will at fome future time become formidable. 

If they are threatened to be attacked by othe:s, they 
change their place of refidence, drive their wonvn 
and cattle into the moft private receffes, or places that 
are difficult of accefs, and conlequently nviy he e?fily 
defended. Thus their paffions prompt trum r> ^hin- 
der each other, and their perpetual dangers infer, fihly 
give them policy ; but during thtfe ravages all pmies 
think themielves right: the prince thinks it his duty to 
prevent any neighbours from becoming too powerful 
for his own people, and fancies it incumbent on him- 
f<.lf to crufh fuch afpirers: the people deem it their 
duty to obey their prince, who has their good at hemt; 
all lee through the medium of their paffions, and fancy 
the means jutt if the motive or propofed end is fo. It 
is felf-lovc and reafon at ftrife, and the improper ulc 
of either occafions all their mifcarriages. 

Two principles in human nature reign ; 
Self-love, to urge; and reafon, to reftrain ; 
Nor this a good, nor that a bad we call, 
Each works its end, to move or govern all : 
And to their proper operation ftill, 
Afcwbe all good ; to their improper, ill. 

Self-love, the fpring of motion, acts the foul ; 
Reafon's comparing balance rules the whole. 
Man, but for that, no action could attend. 
And, but for this, were active to no end : 
Fix'd like a plant on his peculiar fpot, 
To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot ; 
Or, meteor-like, flame lawlcfs through the void; 
Deftroying others, by himfelf deflroy'd. 

Modes of felf-love, the paffions we may call : 
'Tis real good, or fecming, moves them all ; 
Butfince not ev'ry good we can divide, 
And reafon bids us for our own provide; 
Paffions though felnfh, if their means be fair, 
Lift under reafon, and deferve her care ; 
Thofe, that imparted, court a nobler aim, 
Exalt their kind, and take fome virtues name. 

Sometimes parties of only 40 or 50 a'^^^^fc 
der and deftroy the leffer villages and hamle . « 
light detachments are called fanvouve. U L,^ 
nity ferves, the towns are reduced to ilhcs ij • / 
under any apprehenfion that the flames w 1 <* 



:e the neighbouring inhabitant., who m p,l • '*™j, ry 
rly m.rf U e b them, or cut off their ret rcat fey r 
emfrlves with only plundering the towns w 

irninc them. „ _.„«,». of the 

Thefr weapon, arc different .n chfferent *« 



ifland. 



Some make uf« of a dart, with an iron 



